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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

COMMISSIONERS  APPOINTED  TO  INQUIRE 


INTO  THE  STATE  OF 


THE  FAIRS  AND  MARKETS  IN  IRELAND. 


TOWNS  VISITED  BY  THE  COMMISSIONERS,  WITH  DATE  OF  THE  INQUIRY 
HELD  IN  EACH. 


COUNTY  OF  ANTRIM: 

Lisburn,  January  13, 1853, 
Belfast,  » 14,  „ 

15,  „ 

17,  „ 

Ballymena,  ,.  18,  „ 

Ballymoney,  „ 19.  » 

COUNTY  OF  ARMAGH: 

Tanderagee,  January  4, 1853, 
Portadown,  „ 5,  „ 

Armagh,  >,  6,  „ 

Lurgan,  ..  7,  „ 

COUNTY  OF  CARLOW: 

Bagenalstown,  Dec.  14,  1852, 

Leighlinbridge,  „ 14,  „ 

Carlow,  ,i  15.  » 

COUNTY  OF  CAVAN: 

Belturbet,  January  29,  1853, 

Cavan,  „ 81,  „ 

Cootehill,  February  1,  „ 

COUNTY  OF  CLARE: 

Kilrush,  November  13,  1852, 
Ennis,  15,  „ 


COUNTY  OF  CORK: 

Charleville,  November  12,  1852, 
Skibbereen,  „ 20,  „ 

Bandon,  „ 22,  „ 


Cork,  „ 23,  „ 

„ 25,  „ 

Mallow,  „ 25,  „ 

Youghal,  December'  8,  „ 


COUNTY  OF  DOWN: 

Newry,  January  3, 1853, 

Banbridge,  „ 8,  „ 

Ratbfriland,  „ 10,  „ 

Downpatrick,  „ 11,  „ 

Ballinahinch,  „ 12,  „ 


COUNTY  OF  DUBLIN: 

Dublin,  November  2, 1852, 
3,  „ 


Pago 

. 396 
. 401 
. 408 
. 419 
. 427 
. 432 


. 340 
. 344 
. 352 
. 360 


. 282 
. 285 
. 286 


. 487 
. 491 
. 496 


. 144 
. 146 


. 141 
. 166 
. 172 
. 177 
. 191 
. 213 
. 233 


. 330 
. 367 
. 375 
. 382 
. 392 


. 99 
. 109 


COUNTY  OF  FERMANAGH: 

Enniskillen,  January  27,  1853,  . 476 

COUNTY  OF  GALWAY: 

Tuam,  October  19,  1852,  . 66 

Galway,  „ 20,  „ . 70 

Gort,  „ 21,  „ . 78 

Loughrea,  „ 22,  „ . 85 

Ballinasloe,  „ 23,  „ .90 

COUNTY  OF  KERRY: 

Tarbert,  November  16,  1852,  . 152 

Ballylongford,  „ 16,  „ .154 

Tralee,  „ 17,  „ .156 

Killamey,  „ 18,  „ . 162 

COUNTY  OF  KILDARE: 

Naas,  October,  4,  1S52,  . 17 

Kilcullen,  „ 4,  „ . 20 

Kilcock,  „ 5,  „ . 22 

Athy,  December,  16,  „ . 293 

COUNTY  OF  KILKENNY: 

Thomastown,  Dec.  11,  1852,  . 265 

Kilkenny,  „ 13,  „ . 270 

KING’S  COUNTY: 

Tullamore,  November  5,  1852,  : 117 

Banagher,  „ 6,  „ . 120 

Parsonstown,-  „ 8,  „ . 121 

COUNTY  OF  LEITRIM: 

Ballinamore,  January  28,  1853,  . 481 

COUNTY  OF  LIMERICK: 

Limerick,  November  11,  1852,  . 134 

COUNTY  OF  LONDONDERRY: 

Coleraine,  January  20,  1853,  . 439 

N . T.  Limavady,  „ 21,  „ . 448 

Londonderry,  „ 22,  „ . 453 

COUNTY  OF  LOUTH: 

Dundalk,  September  28, 1852,  . 1 

Ardee,  „ 29,  „ . 5 

a 2 
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TOWNS  VISITED  BY  COMMISSIONERS. 


COUNTY  OF  MAYO: 

Castlebar,  October  8, 1852, 

Westport,  „ 9,  ,, 

Ballinrobe,  11,  „ 

Ballina,  „ 12,  „ 

COUNTY  OF  MEATH: 

Navan,  October  1, 1852, 

Kells,  „ 1,  „ 

Trim,  „ 2,  „ 

Drogheda,  December  80,  „ 

..  „ 31,  „ 

COUNTY  OF  MONAGHAN: 

Monaghan,  February  2,  1853, 
Castleblayney,  „ 3,  „ 

QUEEN’S  COUNTY: 

Portarlington,  Nov.  4,  1852, 
Mountmellick,  Dec.  17,  „ 

Abbeyleix,  „ 18,  „ 

COUNTY  OF  ROSCOMMON: 
Boyle,  October  15,  1852, 

Castlerea,  „ 16,.  „ 

Roscommon,  „ 18,  „ 

COUNTY  OF  SLIGO: 

Sligo,  October  13,  1852, 

Ballymote,  „ 14,  „ 


Page 

. 23 
. 31 
. 35 
. 40 


9 

11 

18 

318 

324 


. 502 
. 509 


. 115 
. 298 
. 304 


. 56 
. 60 
. 62 

. 46 
. 54 


COUNTY  OF  TIPPERARY: 

Roscrea,  November  9,  1852, 
Nenagk,  „ 10,  „ 

Tipperary,  26,  „ 

Tkurles,  „ 30,  „ 

Clonmel,  December  1,  „ 

_ Carrick-on-Suir,  „ 7,  „ 

COUNTY  OF  TYRONE : 

Omagh,  January  25,  1853, 
Strabane,  „ 26,  „ 

COUNTY  OF  WATERFORD : 
Dungarvan,  December  4,  1852, 
Waterford,  „ 6,  „ 

COUNTY  OF  WESTMEATH : 
Athlone,  October  25,  1852, 
Mullingar,  „ 20,  „ 

COUNTY  OF  WEXFORD: 

New  Ross,  December  8,  1852, 
Wexford,  „ 9,  „ 

Enniscortky,  „ 10,  „ 

COUNTY  OF  WICKLOW: 

Baltinglass,  December  20,  1852, 
Wicklow,  „ 22,  „ 

Kray.  „ 23,  „ 


Pago 


. 124 
. 127 
. 216 
. 221 
. 225 
. 247 


. 402 


. 470 


. 238 
. 241 


. 251 
. 255 


. 200 


. 808 
. 311 


. 315 
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LIST  OF  WITNESSES 


CO.  LOUTH. 

Dundalk,  ,%dih  September,  1852. 


No.  Page 

1 . Peter  Bussell,  esq.,  . . .1 

2.  Mr.  William  M'Cullagh,  . . 2 

3.  Mr.  Bichard  Gray,  . . .3 

4.  Mr.  Henry  Maxwell,  . . .4 

Ardee,  29 th  September,  1852. 

5.  Mr.  James  Doran,  . . .5 

6.  Mr.  William  Barron, . . .6 

7.  William  JIatch,  esq.,  . . .7 

8.  Mr.  James  M'CJibe,  . . .7 

9.  Mr.  Thomas  Caulfield,  . .7 

10.  J.  Smith,  esq.,  . . .8 

11.  B.  Young,  esq.,  . . .8 

12.  H.  M'Kittrick,  esq.,  . . .8 

13.  Dr.  M'Arthur,  . . -8 


CO.  MEATH. 
Navan,  1st  October,  1852. 


14.  Thomas  Gerrard,  esq.,  . . 9 

15.  Whitwell  Butler,  esq.,  . .9 

16.  Matthew  Healy,  esq.,  . . 10 

17.  William  Morgan,  esq.,  . . 10 

18.  John  Mullen,  esq.,  . . .11 

19.  Benjamin  Boberts,  esq.,  . .11 

20.  James  M'Lauglin,  esq.,  . .11 

Kells,  1st  October,  1852. 

21.  Mr.  Thomas  Farrell,  . .11 

22.  Henry  Coltsman,  esq.,  . .12 

23.  Mr.  Thomas  Bogers,  . . .13 

Trim,  2nd  October,  1852. 

24.  Mr.  Hugh  Duignan,  . . .13 

25.  Neville  P.  Newnan,  esq.,  . . 14 

26.  Mr.  James  Sandford,  . . 15 

27.  Michael  Odium,  esq.,  . .15 

28.  Patrick  Kennedy,  esq.,  . .16 

29.  Henry  Parsons,  esq.,  . .16 

30.  Mr.  George  Mooney,  . .16 

31 . Mr.  Bichard  Hughes,  . .16 

CO.  KILDABE. 

Naas,  4th  October,  1852. 

32.  Mr.  Daniel  Tracy,  . . .17 

33.  Mr.  James  Halfpenny,  . . 18 

34.  Mr.  Patrick  Farrell,  . . .19 

35.  James  Murphy,  esq.,  . .19 

36.  Dr.  Hayes,  . . . .20 

'87.  Mr.  Bichard  Tracy,  . . .20 

Kilcullen,  4th  October,  1852. 

38.  Mr.  Daniel  Brennan,  . . 20 

39.  Mr.  Patrick  Farrell,  . . .21 

40.  Mr.  Isaac  Scott,  . . .22 

41.  Mr.  H.  O’Callaghan,  . . .22 

42.  Mr.  Michael  Murphy,  . .22 

43.  Mr.  Daniel  Brennan,  . . 22 

44.  Mr.  Laurence  Dillon,  . . 22 

Kilcook,  5 th  October,  1852. 

45.  Mr.  John  Costello,  . . .22 


CO.  MAYO. 

Castlebar,  8 th  October,  1852. 

No.  Page 

46.  Mr.  James  Faulkney,  . .23 

47.  Charles  Malley,  esq.,  . . 25 

48.  The  Bight  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Lucan,  . 26 

49.  The  Hon.  Frederick  Cavendish,  . 27 

50.  Mr.  Martin  Barrett,  . . .29 

51.  Henry  Browne,  esq.,  . . 29 

52.  Sir  Samuel  O’Malley,  bart.,  . . 30 

53.  John  Martin  Sheridan,  esq.,  . . 30 

Westport,  9th  October,  1852. 

54.  TheMostNoble  the  Marquess  of  Sligo,  31 

55.  Mr.  William  Bland,  . . . 3J 

56.  Willihm -Livingston,  esq.,  . . 33 

57.  Mr.  J.  Buchanan,  . . .34 

58.  John  Geraghty,  esq., . . .34 

59.  John  Martin  Sheridan,  esq.,  . . 35 

60.  Mr.  Thady  Gorman,  . . .35 

61.  James  Pinkerton,  esq.,  . .35 

B allinrobe,  llf/i  October,  1852. 

62.  Courtney  Kenny,  esq.,  . . 35 

63.  Mr.  Michael  Cannan,  . . 86 

64.  Bobert  Tighe,  esq.,  . . .38 

65.  William  Burke,  esq.,  . s . .39 

66.  Mr.  N.  Walsh,  . . .39 

67.  Mr.  John  Martin,  . . .40 

68.  Mr.  John  Martin  Sheridan,  . . 40 

69.  Dr.  Twiss,  . . . .40 

70.  Michael  O’Shaughnessy,  esq.,  . 40 

71.  Bev.  Mr.  Anderson,  . . .40 

Ballina,  12 th  October,  1852. 

72.  Mr.  Henry  Joynt,  . . .40 

73.  J.  Malley,  esq.,  . . .42 

74.  Colonel  Knox  Gore,  . . .43 

75.  Thomas  Paget,  esq.,  . . . 44 

76.  Dr.  Atkinson,  . . .44 

77.  Mr.  Crane,  . . . .45 

78.  W.  Heron,  esq.,  . . .45 

79.  George  Orme,  esq.,  . . .45 

80.  Arthur  Symms,  esq.,  . . .45 

81.  Thomas  Jones,  esq.,  . . .46 

82.  Peter  Kelly,  esq.,  . . .46 


CO.  SLIGO. 

Sligo,  ISf/i  October,  1S52. 


83.  Mr.  William  Clarke,  . . .46 

84.  Edward  Yerdon,  esq.,  . . 4S 

85.  Moses  Monds,  esq.,  . . .49 

86.  Mr.  Edward  Ferguson,  . .50 

S7.  Mr.  James  Simpson,  . . .51 

88.  Joseph  Simmonds,  esq.,  . .51 

89.  Mr.  John  Molony,  . . .52 

90.  Mr.  Bobert  Clarke,  . . .62 

91.  Captain  Fenton,  . . .52 

92.  Mr.  James  Hare,  . . .53 

93.  Mr.  Charles  Hill,  . .53 

94.  Charles  Sedley,  esq.,  . . .54 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


LIST  OF  WITNESSES. 


No. 


CO.  SLIGO — continued. 
Ballymote,  14 th  October,  1852. 


95.  Mr.  George  MTlroy, 

96.  Mr.  James  Irwin, 

97.  W.  Baker,  esq., 

98.  Robert  Smith,  esq.,  . 

CO.  ROSCOMMON. 
Boyle,  1 5th  October,  1852. 

99.  Mr.  John  Shera, 

100.  Frederick  Robinson,  esq., 

101.  John  Mulhall,  esq;,  . 

102.  Patrick  Judge,  esq.,  . 

103.  Constable  Duncan,  . 

Castlerea,  16f/i  October,  1852. 

104.  Mr.  Patrick  Sweeny,  . 

105.  The  Sub-Inspector  of  Police, . 

Roscommon,  18$  October,  1852. 

106.  Charles  Blakeney,  esq., 

107.  Mr.  George  Doherty, 

108.  Mr.  Francis  Mulnannan, 

109.  Charles  Tully,  esq.,  . 

110.  Dr.  Burke, 

111.  Fan-ell  MacDonald,  esq., 

112.  Edward  Corr,  esq.,  . 


CO.  GALWAY. 
Tuam,  19$  October,  1852. 

113.  Mr.  Patrick  Bird, 

114.  Mr.  Patrick  Tulley,  . 

115.  J.  F.  Browne,  esq.,  . 

116.  Mr.  Kelly, 

117.  Mr.  John  Hopkins,  . 

118.  Patrick  Burke,  esq.,  . 

119.  W.  Savage,  esq., 

120.  Charles  Blake,  esq.,  . 


CO.  WESTMEATH. 
Athlone,  25 th  October,  1852. 
No. 

154.  William  Kelly,  esq.,  . 

1 55.  Mr.  James  Flynn, 

156.  Mr.  William  O’Shaughnessy, 

157.  William  Wallace,  esq., 

158.  Mr.  Hayes,  . 

159.  Mr.  Daniel  Lyons, 

160.  H.  Frazer,  esq., 

161.  J.  Pigeon,  esq., 

162.  William  Holden,  esq., 

163.  Mr.  James  Murtough, 

Mullingar,  26$  October, 

1 64.  Edward  Maxton,  esq., 

165.  Mr.  James  Tuite,  . . 

CO.  DUBLIN. . 
Dublin,  2nd  November,  1852. 

166.  Francis  Codd,  esq. 

167.  Mr.  Edward  Browne, 

168.  Mr.  Boshel,  . 

169.  Mr.  Thomas  Longan, 

170.  James  Taylor,  esq., 

171.  Mr.  John  Arclibold, 

172.  Mr.  William  Magrath, 

173.  Mr.  Macken, 

174.  Mr.  John  Shaw,  . 

175.  Mr.  John  Bowden, 

170.  Mr.  Nicholas  Lawlor, 

177.  Mr.  Hunter  Pettigrew, 

178.  Mr.  Nugent,  • 

179.  Mr.  William  Garrett, 


3rd!  November, 

180.  Mr.  Michael  Finn, 

181.  Mr.  James  Mulvany, 

1 82.  Mr.  James  Pointing, 

183.  Mr.  Browne,  . 

184  Mr.  William  Stuart, 


1852. 


93 

95 


96 

96 


, 104 
i 104 
, 104 
. 105 
, 105 
, 106 
. 106 
. 107 
. 107 
. 107 
. 108 
. 109 


. 11C 
. 11C 


Galway,  20$  October,  1852. 

121.  The  Rev.  Peter  Daly,  . . 70 

122.  Mr.  E.  Leonard,  . . .75 

123.  Mr.  Peter  Malone,  . . .75 

124.  John  Greeney,  esq.,  . . .76 

125.  Mr.  Tierney,  . . .76 

126.  Mr.  Dillon,  . . . .77 

127.  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Reid,  . . 77 

128.  Mr.  John  Murphy,  . . .77 

129.  Anthony  O’Flaherty,  esq.,  M.p.,  . 77 

130.  Mr.  O’Brien,  . . . . . 78 

131.  Mr.  Murray,  . . . .78 

Gort,  21s<  October,  1852. 

132.  Mr.  Patrick  Burke,  . . .78 

133.  Mr.  Michael  Keane,  . . .79 

134.  Mr.  Anthony  Hines,  . . .80 

135.  John  Mangan,  esq.,  . . . 82 

136.  Thomas  Boland,  esq.,  . . 83 

137.  Mr.  John  Gantly,  . . . 84 

138.  Bridget  O’Dea,  . . . 84 

139.  Mr.  Patrick  Kennedy,  . . 84 

140.  Mr.  John  Coffey,  . . .84 

141.  Mr.  Patrick  Glynn,  . . .84 

142.  Mr.  Patrick  Hare,  . . .84 

143.  Mr.  Martin  Chamberlaine,  . . 85 

144.  James  Lahiff,  esq.,  . . .85 

145.  Mr.  Anthony  Hines,  . . . , . . 85 

Loughrea,  22 nd  October,  1852. 

146.  Thomas  Macklin,  esq.  . . 85 

147.  Pierce  H.  Dolphin,  esq.,  . .87 

148.  Mr.  Denis  Daly,  . . .89 

149.  Mr.  Hare,  -.  . . . 89 

Ballinasloe,  23 rd  October,  1852. 

150.  Mr.  William  H.  Burke,  . . 90 

151.  Robert  Eyre,  esq.,  . . .91 

152.  Earl  of  Clancarty,  . . .92 

153.  Arthur  Bamfield,  esq.,  . . 92 


185.  Mr.  Boshell,  . . . .111 

186.  Mr.  Philip  Creagli,  . . .Ill 

187.  Mr.  John  Classon,  . . .112 

188.  Sir  John  Kingsmill,  . . .113 

QUEEN’S  CO. 

Portarlington,  4 tli  November,  1852. 

189.  Mr.  James  Johnson,  . . .115 

190.  Mrs.  Jane  Price,  . . . 116 

191.  Thomas  De  Veaux,  esq..  . .116 

192.  Mr.  William  Grange,  . .117 

KING’S  CO. 

Tullamore,  5$  November,  1852. 

193.  Francis  Berry,  esq.,  . . .117 

194.  Mr.  Richard  Willis,  . . .118 

195.  Marcus  Goodbody,  esq.,  . .119 

196.  Philip  Belton,  esq.  . . . 119 

Banagher,  6$  November,  1852. 

197.  Henry  Tx-ench,  esq.,  . . 120 

198.  Mr.  Thomas  Hogan,  . . . 120 

199.  Mr.  Edward  Dolan,  . . . 121 

200.  Mr.  Keran  Molloy,  . . .121 

Parsonstown,  8$  November,  1852. 

201.  Mr.  John  Murphy,  . . .121 

202.  William  Waters,  esq.,  . ,123 

203.  John  Wallers,  esq.,  . . . 123 

204.  Mr.  Thomas  Robinson,  . .124 

205  Mr.  Richard  Mathews,  . .124 

CO.  TIPPERARY. 

Roscrea,  9 th  November,  1852. 

206.  John  Franck,  esq.,  . . . 124 

207.  Mr.  Daniel  G ready,  . . .125 

208.  Mr.  Heni-y  Holebrook,  . .126 

209.  Mr.  Mark  Gannon,  . . .126 

210.  Mr.  Brangan,  . .127 

211.  Mr.  Robert  Dowd,  . . ...  127 
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LIST  OF  WITNESSES. 


CO.  TIPPERARY — continued. 
Nenagh,  10 th  November,  1852. 
No. 

212.  Richard  Bayley  Uniacke,  esq., 

213.  Mr.  Edward  Hanley, 

214.,  Mr.  Edward  Pine,  . 

215.  Mr.  Peter  Slevin, 

210.  Mr.  Daniel  Hockter, 

217.  John  Hanley,  esq.,  .. 

218.  O’Brien  Dillon,  esq., 

219.  Mr.  Thomas  Uniacke, 

220.  Rev.  Mr.  MacMahon, 

221.  Rebecca  Moore, 

222.  J.  Kilkelly,  esq., 

223.  Mr.  James  Hekin,  . 

224.  Mr.  Rody  Clifford,  . 

225.  Mr.  Daniel  Kennedy, 

220.  Mr.  James  Hekin, 

227.  The  Sergeant  of  Constabulary, 


. 127 
. 131 
. 131 
. 132 
. 132 
. 133 
. 133 
. 133 
. 133 
. 133 
. 133 
. 133 
. 134 
. 134 
. 134 


CO.  LIMERICK. 
Limerick,  1 1 th  November,  1852. 


228.  Francis  Spaight,  esq.,  . .134 

229.  Francis  John  O’Neil,  esq.,  . . 135 

230.  Mr.  Thomas  O’Connor,  . .139 

231.  Mr.  John  Lane,  . . .139 

232.  Thaddeus  Macdonnell,  esq., . . 139 

233.  William  Carroll,  esq.,  . . 140 

234.  John  Miles,  esq.,  . . .140 

235.  Robert  Rogers,  esq.,  . . . 140 

230.  Cornelius  Nash,  Esq.,  . . 140 

237.  John  Chrisby,  esq.,  . . . 141 

238.  Thomas  Scanlan,  esq.,  . . 141 

239.  Robert  Aughur,  esq,,  . . 141 

240.  Mr.  Patrick  MacDonnell,  . . 141 


CO.  CORK. 

Charleville,  12t/i  November,  1852. 


241.  Mr.  Edward  Fitzgerald,  . .141 

242.  Mr.  Patrick  Cronin,  . . . 141 

243.  Daniel  Clancy,  esq.,  . . . 143 

CO.  CLARE. 

Kilrcsh,  13t/t  November,  1852. 

244.  Mr.  George  Taylor,  . . . 144 

245.  Mr.  Michael  Brew,  . . . 144 

240.  Mr.  Daniel  Gorman,  . . 140 

247.  Doctor  Bourke,  . . . 146 

Ennis,  15 tli  November,  1852. 

248.  Thomas  Crow,  esq.,  . . . 146 

249.  Mr.  Denis  Curtin,  . . . 147 

250.  James  Hely,  esq.,  . . . 151 

251.  James  Rob,  esq.,  . . . 151 

252.  Mr.  Timothy  Cullinan,  . . 151 

253.  Mr.  William  Kenny,  . .151 

254.  Mr.  John  Moroney,  . . . 151 

255.  J.  B.  Knox,  esq.,  . . . 152 

256.  Mr,  John  Cullinan,  . . .152 

257.  Mr.  William. Kean,  . . . 152 

258.  Mr.  Thomas  O’Connor,  . . 152 

CO.  KERRY. 

Tarbert,  1 6 th  November,  1 852. 

259.  Robert  Leslie,  esq.,  . . .152 

260.  Mr.  John  Callaghan,  . . 153 

261.  Mr.  Daniel  Fitzgibbon,  . . 153 

202.  Mr.  Thomas  George  Hill,  . .153 

203.  William  Sandes,  esq.,  . .154 


Ballylongford,  10 th  November,  1852. 


264.  George  Hewson,  esq., 

265.  Mr.  John  Dolan, 

266.  Mr.  Patrick  Boland,  . 


. 154 
. 155 
. 156 


CO.  KERRY — continued. 
Tralee,  17 th  November,  1852. 


267.  Nicholas  Donovan,  esq.,  . .156 

268.  Mr.  William  Carroll,  . . 157 

269.  Denny,. esq.,  . . . 158 

270.  Mr.  Leahy,  . . .158 

271.  Mrs.  Peggy  Murphy,  . .159 

272.  Mr.  James  O’Donnell,  . . 159 

273.  W'illiam  Denny,  esq.,  . .160 

274.  Nicholas  Donovan,  esq.,  . . 161 

275.  Mr.  William  Carroll  . . . 161 

Killarney,  18 th  November,  1852. 

276.  Richard  Morphy,  esq.,  . .162 

277.  Mr.  David  Lynch,  . . .163 

278.  Mr.  James  Coffey,  . . . 163 

279.  Mr.  Timothy  Spillane,  . .164 

280.  Mr.  James  Egan,  . . .164 

281.  Mr.  Henry  Reiddy,  . . .164 

282.  Mr.  Maurice  Quinlan,  . .165 

283.  Mr.  Daniel  James  Moinhan,  . 165 

284.  Mr.  O’Reardon,  . . .165 

285.  M.  Reidy,  esq.,  . . .166 


CO.  CORK. 

Skibbereen,  20th  November,  1852. 


286.  Philip  Somerville,  esq.,  . . 166 

287.  Thomas  Henry  Mannion,  esq.,  . 166 

288.  Mr.  Patrick  Spillane,  . .167 

289.  John  Fleming,  esq.,  . . . 168 

290.  Thomas  Henry  Mannion,  esq.,  .168 

291.  Edward  Townsend,  esq.,  . .168 

292.  Mr.  John  Shea,  . . . 169 

293.  Mr.  Daniel  M‘Carthy,  . . 170 

294.  Richard  Becher,  esq.,  . .170 

295.  Mr.  James  F.  McCarthy,  . .171 

296.  Thomas  Henry  Mannion,  esq.,  . 171 

297.  Jeremiah  Crowley,  esq.,  . . 171 

298.  Mr.  John  Shea,  . . .172 

299.  Lionel  J.  Fleming,  esq.,  . . 172 

300.  M.  Downing,  esq.,  . . .172 

Bandon,  22 nd  November,  1S52. 

301.  Alexander  Swanton,  esq.,  . .172 

302.  Mr.  Jacob  Sweeney, . . . 174 

303.  Mr.  William  Connell  Sullivan,  . 175 

304.  Alexander  Swanton,  esq.,  . . 176 

305.  Henry  Hennick,  esq.,  . . 177 

306.  William  Spillan,  esq.,  . .177 

307.  Mi-.  John  Desmond, . . . 177 

308.  Thomas  Gash,  esq.,  . . . 177 


Cork,  23rd  November,  1852. 

309.  Ezekiel  Webber,  esq., 

310.  W'illiam  James  Shaw,  esq.,  . 

311.  Thomas  Somerville  Reeves,  esq., 

312.  Thomas  R.  Sarsefield,  esq., 

313.  William  Roche,  esq., 

314.  John  Bennett,  esq.,  . 

315.  Philip  Cross,  esq., 

316.  Sir  William  Lyons,  . 


. 177 
. 180 
. 181 
. 182 
. 182 
. 182 
. 184 
. 187 


25</i  November,  1852. 

317.  Denis  F.  Maliony,  esq., 

318.  Mr.  John  Lovekin  Kemp, 

319.  Denis  F.  Mahony,  esq., 

320.  Mr.  John  M'Carty,  . 

321.  Mr.  St.  John  Jefferyes, 

322.  Daniel  Meagher,  esq., 

323.  Mr.  John  Lovekin  Kemp, 

324.  Mr.  John  McCarthy,  . 

325.  Mr.  John  Delay, 

326.  Mr.  Frederick.  Honan, 

327.  Mr.  Edward  Slattery, 

328.  Sir  W'illiam  Hackett, 

329.  J.  Bennett,  esq., 


. 191 
. 193 
. 194 
. 194 
. 194 
. 195 
. 195 
. 196 
. 196 
. 197 
. 19S 
. 198 
. 198 
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CO.  CORK — continued. 

Cork,  25 tli  November,  1852 — continued. 


No. 

330.  William  Sarsfield,  esq.,  . . 198 

331.  Bryan.  Hennessy,  esq.,  . . 199 

332.  Alderman  Daniel  Murphy,  . . 199 

333.  Mr.  Patrick  Hegerty,  . .199 

334.  W.  R.  Meade,  esq,,  . . .199 

335.  J.  Bennett,  esq.,  . ■ • 202 

336.  J.  Mabony,  esq.,  . • • 202 

337.  William  Sarsfield,  esq.,  . . 202 

338.  Philip. Cross,  esq.,  . • • 203 

339.  Mr.  Symes,  . • -203 

340.  William  Sarsfield,  esq.,  . . 203 

341.  J.  Mahony,  esq.,  . . . ■ 204 

342  S.  Clare,  esq.,  . • • 204 

343.  Sir  William  Lyons,  . - • 204 

344.  Kilnn  R.  Wood,  esq.,  • • 204 

345.  J.  Sugrue,  esq.,  • • • 204 

346.  Mr.  Thomas  M'Auliffe,  . . 205 

Mallow,  25 th  November,  1852. 

347.  Mr.  Homan  Haines, . . .213 

348.  Mr.  Thomas  Healy,  . . . 214 

349.  Margaret. Sheehan,  . . . 215 

350.  Mr.  William  Daly,  . . .216 

351.  Mr.  Daniel  Rullaghan,  . .216 

352.  Mr.  Richard  Wynne,  . .216 

353.  Thomas  Ware,  esq.,  . . . 216 


CO.  TIPPERARY. 
Tipperary,  20£/t  November,  1852. 


354.  Mr.  James  Reardon, 

355.  Mr.  Thomas  Dorton, 

356.  Michael  Coleman,  esq., 

357.  Mr.  Robert  Hewson, 

358.  Mr.  Thomas  Reardon, 

359.  Michael  Coleman,  esq., 

360.  Mr.  John  Fitzgerald, 

361.  Mr.  Robert  Dexter,  . 

362.  Mr.  George  Bradshaw, 

363.  Mr.  William  M‘ Curtin, 


. 216 
. 218 
. 218 

219  and  221 

. 220 

220  and  221 

. 221 
. 221 
. 221 
. 221 


Thurles,  30$  November,  1852. 


364.  James  Lenigan,  esq.,  . . 221 

365.  Honora  Brennan,  . . . 222 

366.  Mr.  John  Molloy,  . . . 222 

367.  James  Hayes,  esq.,  . . . 223 

368.  Mr.  Edward  De  Courcy,  . . 224 

369.  Thomas  Hennessy,  esq.,  . . 224 

370.  Robert  Sutcliffe,  esq.,  . . 225 


Clonmel,  1st  December,  1852. 


371.  John  Hackett,  esq.,  . 

372.  Robert  Macolmson,  esq. 

373.  Mr.  James  Hughes,  . 

374.  William  Smith,  esq., 

375.  John  Bagwell,  esq.,  . 

376.  Mr.  Patrick  Corcoran, 

377.  Mr.  William  Ryan,  . 

378.  Mr.  Thomas  Dorney, 

379.  Mr.  Thomas  Chaytor, 

380.  Mr.  Thomas  Cantwell, 


225  and  231 
. 227 
. 228 
. 228 
. 229 
. 229 
. 230 
. 230 
. 231 
. 233 


CO.  CORK. 

Yotjgiial,  3rd  December,  1852. 


381.  Thomas  Johns,  esq.,  . . 233 

382.  Mr.  John  Jenkins,  . . . 234 

383.  Mr.  William  Marks,  . . 235 

384.  Mr.  Thomas  Dennehy,  . . 237 

385.  Mr.  Joseph  Fisher,  . . . 237 

386.  Mr.  James  O’Brien,  . . . 237 

387.  Mr.  Abraham  Fisher,  . . 237 

388.  Mr.  Charles  Green,  . . .237 

389.  Mr.  Timothy  Hurley,  . . 238 

390.  Mr.  John  O’Brien,  . . .238 

391.  Mr.  Patrick  Hurley,  . . . 238 


CO.  WATERFORD. 
Dungarvan,  4 th  December,  1S52. 


No.  Pago 

392.  Francis  E.  Currey,  esq.,  . . 238 

393.  Richard  Hudson,  esq.,  . . 239 

394.  Beresford  Boate,  esq.,  . . 240 

395.  Mr.  Robert  Tutty,  . . . 240 

896.  Arthur  Maguire  Giles,  esq.,  . . 241 

397.  Mr.  John  Wall,  . . .241 

Waterford,  6 th  December,  1852. 

398.  Mr.  Richard  Cooke,  . . .241 

399.  Mr.  John  Power,  . ...  242 

400.  Mr.  George  Courtney,  . . 243 

401.  Mr.  Thomas  Elliott,  . . 243 

402.  Mr.  Charles  Newport,  . .243 

403.  Mr.  John  Fanning,  . . . 244 

404.  Mr.  George  Courtney,  . . 244 

405.  Mr.  John  E.  Fane,  . . . 245 

406.  Mr.  Thomas  Keily,  . . . 245 

407.  Mr.  John  Blake,  . . . 245 

408.  Mr.  Hugh  Nevins,  . . .245 

409.  Mr.  Thomas  Clarke,  . . 245 

410.  Mr.  Peter  Carroll,  . . . 245 

4 L 1 . Mr.  Daniel  Osborne,  . .246 

412.  Mr.  S.  PI.  Jones,  . . . 246 

413.  Mr.  Cornelius  Ryan,  . . 246 

414.  Mr.  Thomas  Michael  Galway,  . 246 

415.  Mr.  Cornelius  Ryan,  . . 246 

416.  Mr.  James  Kent,  . . . 247 

417.  Mr.  Jacob  Penrose,  . . . 247 


CO.  TIPPERARY. 
Carrick-on-Suir,  7 th  December,  1852. 


418.  Mr.  John  Wogan,  . . . 247 

419.  Mr.  Thomas  O’Neill,  . . 248 

420.  Mr.  Daniel  Halliday,  . . 249 

421.  Mr.  Nicholas  Kenny,  . . 249 

422.  Mr.  John  Grubb,  . . . 249 

423.  Mr.  Owen  Canall,  . . . 250 

424.  James  PI.  Maudeville,  esq.,  . . 250 

425.  Mr.  James  Kennedy,  . . 250 

426.  Samuel  Jones,  esq.,  . . . 250 

427.  Mr.  Edmund  O’Halloran,  . . 250 

428.  Mr.  Michael  Quirk,  . . .251 

429.  Mr.  Henry  Briscoe,  . . .251 

430.  Mr.  John  H.  Lynch,  . .251 


CO.  WEXFORD. 

New  Ross,  Sth  December,  1852. 


431.  Mr.  Samuel  Keogh,  . . . 251 

432.  Mr.  Michael  Sutton,  . . . 252 

433.  Mr.  Nicholas  Coghlan,  . . 253 

434.  Robert  Tottenham,  esq.,  . . 253 

435.  Mr.  Robert  Rogers,  . . . 253 

430.  Mr.  Samuel  Keogh,  . . .253 

437.  Mr.  Patrick  M‘Gee,  . . . 254 

438.  Mr.  Patrick  Molowney,  . .254 

439.  Mr.  James  Pounds,  . . . 254 

440.  Mr.  John  Rice,  . . . 255 

441.  Mr.  John  M‘Gee,  . . . 255 

. Wexford,  9 th  December,  1852. 

442. -  Mr.  Benjamin  Vicary,  . . 255 

443.  Mr.  Thomas  Lacey,  . . . 255 

444.  Mr.  William  Gaffney,  . . 256 

445.  Mr.  Charles  Reeves,  . . . 257 

446. -  Mr.  Thomas  Murphy,  . . 258 

447.  Mr.  John  Whitmore,  . . 259 

448.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Hughes,  . . 259 

449.  Mr.  Thomas  Lacey,  . . . 259 

450.  John  Harvey,  esq.,  . . . 259 

451.  Mrs.  Johanna  Whitty,  . . 259 
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CO.  WEXFORD — continued. 
Enniscorthy,  1 0</i  December,  1852. 


452.  Mr.  Thomas  Wilkinson,  . . 260 

453.  Mr.  Thomas  Pounder,  . . 260 

454.  Mr.  Edward  Lett,  . . .261 

455.  Mr.  John  Cullen,  . . 262 

456.  William  James  Wallace,  esq.,  . 262 

457.  Mr.  Thomas  Rudd, . . . 263 

458.  Mr.  Samuel  Armstrong,  . . 264 

459.  Mr.  John  Nelson,  . . . 264 

460.  Mr.  Sparrow  Carroll,  . . 264 

461.  W.  J.  Wallace,  esq.,  . . 265 

CO.  KILKENNY. 

Thomastown,  nth  December,  1852. 

462.  Mr.  William  Clifford,  . . 265 

463.  Mr.  Henry  Ennis,  . . 266 

464.  Mr.  William  Clifford,  . . 268 

465.  Mr.  Denis  Hoey,  . . 268 

466.  Mr.  Edward  Hutchinson,  . . 268 

467.  Mr.  Jeremiah  Murphy,  . . 269 

468.  Mr.  Hutchinson,  . . . 270 

Kilkenny,  13 th  December,  1852. 

469.  Patrick  Waters,  esq.,  . . 270 

470.  John  Potter,  esq.,  . . 273  and  278 

471.  Mr.  John  Callanan,  . . 274 

472.  Mr.  Patrick  Shea,  . . . 275 

473.  Richard  Sullivan,  esq.,  . 275  and  277 

474.  Mr.  Theophilus  Little  . . 276 

475.  Mr.  Martin  Cogblan,  . . 276 

476  Mr.  John  Hickey,  . . . 277 

477.  Mr.  Martin  Davis,  . , . 277 

478.  Mr.  Daniel  Cullen,  . . . 278 

479.  Mr.  Henry  M acreary  . . 278 

480.  Mr.  Patrick  Blake,  . . . 280 

481.  Mr.  John  Carroll,  . . . 280 

482.  Mr.  John  Buggett,  . . . 280 

483.  Michael  Croning,  . . . 280 

484.  Mr.  Alexander  Simple,  . . 281 

435.  Mr.  William  Lanigan,  . • . 281 

CO.  CARLOW. 

Bagenalstown,  14 th  December,  1852. 

486.  Philip  Jocelyn  Newton,  esq.,  . 282 

487.  Mr.  Thomas  Ward,  . . 283 

488.  Mr.  Thomas  Singleton,  . . 283 

489.  Mr.  Thomas  Dycher,  . . 283 

490.  Mr.  John  Casey  . . . 284 

491.  Mr.  John  Finlay,  . . . 284 

492.  Mr.  Hugh  Fan-ell,  . . . 285 

493.  Mr.  Michael  Mahony,  . . 285 

Leighlinbridge,  14 th  December , 1852. 

494.  Mr.  Caleb  Tyndal,  . . . 285 

495.  Mr.  Henry  Jackson,  . . 286 

Carlow,  15$  December,  1852. 

496.  Mr.  Samuel  Haughton,  . . 286 

497.  Mr.  John  Kidd,  . . . 288 

498.  Mr.  Mathew  Byrne,  . . 28S 

499.  Mr.  Arthur  Fitzmaurice,  . . 290 

500.  Mr.  William  Robert  Lecky, . . 290 

501.  Mr.  Samuel  Haughton,  . . 291 

502.  Mr.  William  Robert  Leckey,  . 292 

503.  Mr.  Benjamin  Naughten,  . . 292 

504.  James  O’Meara,  esq.,  m.d.,  . 292 

505.  Mr.  John  Byrne,  . . . 292 

CO.  KILDARE. 

Athy,  16$  December,  1852. 

506.  Mr.  Henry  Sheil,  . . . 293 

507.  Mr.  James  Byrne,  . . .294 

508.  Mr.  Henry  Hannan,  . . 295 

509.  Mr.  Blaney  Roper,  . . . 296 

510.  Mr.  Alexander  Duncan,  . . 297 

511.  Mr.  Roper,  . 298 


QUEEN’S  CO. 

Mountmellick,  ] 7 th  December,  1852. 


n o.  Page 

512.  Samuel  Sheane,  esq.,  . . 298 

513.  Mr.  James  Milner,  . .301 

514.  Mr.  Edward  Murphy,  . . 301 

515.  Mr.  Charles  Pym,  . . . 302 

516.  Mr.  Michael  Reynolds,  . . 303 

517.  Mr.  Charles  Molloy,  . .303 

Abbeyleix,  18$  December,  1852. 

518.  Mr.  Edmond  Swan,  . . 304 

519.  Mr.  Benjamin  Milton,  . . 305 

520.  Mi-.  John  Leycester,  . . 306 

521.  Mr.  Pierce  Ryan,  . . . 307 

522.  Mr.  Timothy  Bowe,  . . 307 

523.  Mr.  Richard  Hurst,  . . 308 

CO.  WICKLOW. 

Baltinglass,  20$  December , 1852. 

524.  Mr.  William  Kelly,  . . . 308 

525.  Mr.  Robert  Henry  Anderson,  . 309 

526.  Mr.  James  Roche,  . . .310 

527.  Mr.  Robert  Parke,  . . .311 

Wicklow,  22 nd  December,  1852. 

528.  Mr.  Robert  Halpin,  . .311 

529.  Mr.  William  Wilkinson,  . . 312 

530.  Mr.  James  Nolan,  . . . 313 

531.  Mr.  Halpin,  . . .313 

532.  Mr.  John  Chapman,  . . 313 

533.  Mr.  John  Hayden,  . . . 314 

534.  Mr.  John  Ost,  . . . 314 

535.  Andrew  William  Byme,  esq.,  . 314 

Bray,  23 rd  December,  1852. 

536.  Mr.  John  Dalton,  . . . 315 

537.  The  Earl  of  Meath,  . . 316 

538.  Mr.  Marcus  Donovan,  . .816 

539.  Mr.  John  Quinn,  . . .316 

540.  Mr.  Hugh  Stafford,  . .317 

CO.  MEATH. 

Drogheda,  30$  December,  1852. 

541.  Mr.  Thomas  Kelly,  , .318 

542.  Mr.  John  Morton,  . . 319 

543.  Mr.  Ralph  Smith,  . . 321 

544.  Mr.  Patrick  Mathews,  . .322 

545.  Mr.  Nicholas  Max-key,  . . 323 

546.  Mr.  Peter  Carroll,  . . . 323 

547.  Mr.  Anthony  Smith,  . . 823 

548.  P.  Verdon,  esq.,  . . . 323 

31  st  December,  1852. 

549.  Mr.  George  Ogle,  . . . 324 

550.  Mr.  James  Cruise,  . . . 325 

551.  Mr.  Owen  Meehan, . . . 826 

552.  Mr.  Peter  Hoey,  . . . 326 

558.  Mr.  William  Campbell,  . . 827 

554.  Mr.  Michael  Taggart,  . . 327 

555.  Mr.  Bernard  Reilly,  . . -328 

556.  Mr.  William  Cairns,  . . 828 

CO.  DOWN. 

Newry,  8 rd  January,  1 853. 

557.  John  Boyd,  esq.,  . . . 330 

558.  Mr.  Joseph  Lupton,  . . 331 

559.  Mr.  Thomas  Alexander  Kidd,  . 833 

560.  Mr.  Hugh  John  Wallace,  . . 834 

561.  Mr.  George  Gray,  . . . 835 

562.  Mr.  John  Ellis,  . . .835 

568.  Mr.  Joseph  Carsewell,  . . 886 

564.  Mr.  Isaac  Curry,  . . . 886 

565.  Mr.  William  Todd,  . . . 886 

566.  Mr.  Robert  M-Clellan,  . . 337 

567.  Mr.  William  Barrett,  » . 337 

568.  Mr.  William  Casey,  . . 838 
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CO.  DOWN — continued. 
Newest,  3rd  January,  1853 — continued 
No. 

569.  Mr.  William  M'Cullagh, 

570.  Mr.  Henry  Wright,  . 

571.  Mr.  James  Thomas  Stephens, 

572.  Mr.  William  Murphy, 

573.  Mr.  James  Fagan,  . 

574.  Mr.  James  Morton,  . 


Page 

838 

839 
389 
340 
340 
340 


CO.  ARMAGH. 
Tanderagee,  4th  January,  1853. 


575.  Mr.  Henry  John  Porter,  . • 340 

576.  Mr.  Mathew  Guy,  . • 343 

577.  Mr.  Patrick  Hogan,  . • 344 

578.  Mr.  Patrick  M‘ Connell,  . . 344 

Portadown,  5 th  January,  1853. 

579.  Mr.  John  Obins  Woodhouse,  . 344 

580.  Mr.  John  Conn,  . . . 349 

5S1.  Mr.  Thomas  A.  Shillington,  . 350 

582.  Mr.  William  Langtree,  . . 351 

583.  Mr.  Bernard  John  Riddall,  . .351 

584.  Mr.  John  Watson,  . . .351 

585.  Colonel  Blacker,  . . . 352 

586.  Mr.  Michael  Annesley,  . . 352 

587.  Mr.  Joseph  George  Wolsey,  . .352 

Armagh,  6 th  January,  1853. 

588.  William  Paton,  esq.,  . .352 

589.  Mr.  Thomas  Dobbin,  . . 352 

590.  Mr.  Samuel  Gardiner,  . . 853 

591.  Mr.  Charles  Keays,  . . .354 

592  Mary  Browne,  . . . 356 

593.  Mr.  James  Browne  Boyd,  . . 357 

594.  Mr.  James  Kidd,  . . . 358 

595.  Mr.  William  Paton,  . . . 359 

Lurgan,  7 th  January,  1853. 

596.  John  Handcock,  esq.,  . . 360 

597.  Ellen  Browne,  . . . 362 

598.  Mr.  John  Macrory,  . . . 363 

599.  Mr.  William  Sear,  . . . 363 

600.  Mr.  William  Neill,  . . . 364 

601 . Mr.  William  Murray,  . . 365 

602.  Mr.  Richard  Coulter,  . . 365 

603.  Mr.  James  Johnston,  . . 366 

604.  Mr.  Thomas  Riddall,  . • 366 


CO.  DOWN. 


Bar-bridge,  8 th  January,  1853. 


605.  John  Temple  Reilly,  esq.,  . . 367 

606.  Mr.  Stewart  Craig,  . . .368 

607.  Mr.  Samuel  Hill,  . . .370 

608.  Mr.  Frazer  Morton,  . . .371 

609.  Mr.  John  Dixon,  . . . 372 

610.  Mr.  Samuel  Russell,  . .373 

611.  Mr.  Samuel  Strong,  . . . 373 

612.  Mr.  John  Browne,  . . . 373 

613.  Brudenell  Plumer,  esq.,  . . 374 

614.  The  Marquess  of  Downshire,  . 374 

615.  Mr.  Joseph  Shephard,  . . 375 

616.  Mr.  William  Brittle,  . . 375 


Rathfriland,  10 th  January,  1853. 


617.  Thomas  .Scott,  esq.,  . . . 375 

618.  Mr.  Thomas  Wilson,  . . 379 

619.  Mr.  Nicholas  Carr,  . . . 379 

620.  Mr.  Thomas  Parke,  . . . 380 

621.  Mr.  Andrew  Leather,  . . .380 

622.  Mr.  J.  M'Condella,  . . .381 

623.  Mr.  David  Martin,  . . . 381 

624.  James  Morton  Maclenehan,  esq.,  . 381 


CO.  DOWN — continued. 

Downpatrick,  11th  January,  1853. 

No.  Pngs 

625.  David  Harold,  esq.,  . . . 382 

626.  Mr.  Charles  Macready,  . . 383 

627.  Mr.  Alexander  M‘Nea,  . . 384 

628.  Mr.  John  Cochrane,  . - 384 

629.  Mr.  John  Nelson,  . . . 385 

630.  Mr.  James  Steele,  . . . S86 

631.  Mr.  Conway  Pilson,  . . . 886 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 


TAKES  BEFORE  THE 


COMMISSIONERS  APPOINTED  TO  INQUIRE 

INTO  TIIE  STATE  OF 

THE  E AIRS  AND  MARKETS  IN  IRELAND, 


Dundalk,  September  28,  1852. 

Peter  Russell,  esq.,  examined. 

1 . Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Dundalk. 

2.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a distiller. 

3.  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  market  in  this  town  ? — I am. 

4.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  is  the  market  held  ? — I am  not  aware  there  is  any. 

5.  When  was  this  market  established  ? — I do  not  know,  but  I have  heard  more  than 
250  years  ago. 

6.  How  often  is  a market  held,  and  what  are  the  market  days? — Monday  is  the  regular 
market  day,  but  corn  is  sold  every  day  at  the  merchants’  stores. 

7.  Who  is  the  present  owner  of  the  market? — I do  not  conceive  there  is  any  owner  at 
present ; Lord  Roden  collected  tolls  for  many  years,  under  an  old  patent,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  his  right  to  the  tolls  having  been  resisted  by  a person  of  the  name  of  Pinching, 
who  ultimately  succeeded  in  an  action  at  law,  his  lordship  abandoned  his  claim  to  all  tolls 
and  customs,  and  the  market  has  ever  since  been  free.  The  present  market-house  is  the 
private  property  of  Lord  Roden,  and  could  be  closed  by  him  to-morrow.  The  greater 
portion  of  the  house  is  appropriated  to  a ball-room,  a reading-room,  a lending  library, 
and  private  apartments ; a covered  way  underneath  being  alone  devoted  to  market 
purposes. 

8.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ? — There  is  not ; there  is  only  an  open  space  in 
front  of  the  market-house. 

9.  Is  the  sale  of  agricultural  produce  confined  to  this  place  ? — No ; not  one-twelfth 
portion  of  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town  comes  into  this  market : usage  has 
apportioned  certain  parts  of  the  streets  for  the  sale  of  corn,  and  the  greater  portion  is  sold 
and  weighed  at  the  merchants’  private  stores. 

10.  Will  you  explain  the  manner  in  which  sales  are  conducted  at  the  merchants’  private 
stores,  the  system  of  weighing  there,  and  what  deductions  and  charges  are  made  ? — A 
farmer  brings  his  corn  direct  to  the  stoi'es,  and  having  agreed  as  to  price,  his  corn  is 
weighed  at  the  merchants’  scales — the  smallest  weight  used  in  -weighing  grain  is  seven 
pounds — a deduction  of  seven  pounds  for  the  weight  of  the  empty  sack  and  beamage  is 
taken  from  the  gross  weight,  where  the  corn  only  weighs  from  eight  stone  to  sixteen  stone ; 
if  the  corn  weighs  twenty  stone  a deduction  of  one  stone  is  made ; if  over  forty  stone  a 
deduction  of  one  stone  and  a-half  per  sack. 

11.  Is  this  a fixed  rule  of  the  merchant,  and  adhered  to  in  every  instance  ? — No  ; what 
I have  stated  is  the  usual  custom,  I believe,  but  some  discretion  is  exercised  by  the 
merchant. 

12.  Are  we  to  understand,  that  the  deduction  for  the  sack  depends  upon  the  quantity 
of  corn  it  contains  ? — Generally  speaking,  it  is  considered  that  a large  quantity  requires  a 
stronger  and  heavier  sack. 

13.  Is  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sacks  never  ascertained,  and  taken  into  considera- 
tion in  making  this  deduction? — The  filler  can  have  his  empty  sacks  weighed  if  he 
chooses. 

14.  What  course  is  then  adopted  ? — If  a sack  weighs  under  seven  pounds,  seven  pounds 
are  deducted ; if  from  seven  pounds  to  fourteen  pounds,  fourteen  pounds  are  deducted ; and 
if  above  fourteen  pounds,  a stone  and  a-half ; if  the  sack  be  above  twenty-one  pounds,  the 
deduction  is  in  proportion. 

15.  If  a sack  weigh  eight  pounds,  what  would  be  deducted? — Fourteen  pounds. 

16.  And  the  seller  would  thereby  lose  six  pounds  ? — Undoubtedly. 

17.  Does  not  the  seller,  in  addition  to  this  loss,  generally  lose  by  the  smallest  weight 
used  being  only  seven  pounds  ? — Not  in  every  case,  as  the  large  farmer  weighs  and  trims 
his  bags  at  home. 

18.  But  in  the  case  of  the  poorer  class,  who  have  not  the  means  of  weighing  at  home? — 
They  certainly  might  lose. 

B 


DUNDALK, 

28 th  September,  J852. 


Peter  Russell,  esq. 
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2 FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 

19.  If  tlie  grain  in  the  sack  weighed  twenty  stones  and  six  pounds,  what  would  be 
allowed  for  it  ? — Only  twenty  stones. 

20.  Are  there  any  other  deductions  or  charges  at  the  private  stores  besides  those  you 
have  mentioned  ? — Yes ; the  merchant  charges  the  farmer  one  penny  per  sack  porterage. 

21.  If  a person  weighed  his  corn  at  the  public  scales,  would  he  still  have  to  pay  this 
charge  ? — Certainly ; the  merchant  in  every  instance  requires  the  corn  to  be  weighed  in 
his  own  store ; if  the  seller  weighs  in  the  public  scales,  he  does  so  for  his  own  satisfaction, 
and  at  his  own  expense,  as  the  sum  of  one  penny  per  sack  is  charged  to  the  seller,  whether 
the  corn  is  weighed  in  the  public  scales  or  not. 

22.  Would  it  be  possible  to  ascertain,  in  numbers,  the  quantity  of  corn,  &c.,  sold  daily, 
weekly,  or  yearly,  in  Dundalk  ? — Quite  impossible  at  present,  as  a very  small  proportion  is 
sold  and  weighed  in  the  public  market;  hut  I will  endeavour,  from  returns  in  my  possession, 
obtained  from  the  various  merchants  a short  time  ago  for  railway  purposes,  to  furnish  you 
with  a rough  estimate. 

23.  What  would  you  say  was  the  greatest  number  of  barrels  of  corn  delivered  at  the 
merchants’  stores  and  in  the  market  in  one  day  ? — 1 should  say  5,000  barrels  was  the 
greatest  number  ever  delivered,  even  in  the  heaviest  part  of  the  season. 

24.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  wheat  ? — Twenty  stone.  Of  oats  ? — Fourteen 
stone.  Of  barley? — Sixteen  stone.  Of  potatoes,  vetches,  peas  and  beans? — Twenty 
stone. 

25.  Is  a stone  weight  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds  avoirdupois  ? — Yes,  with  the 
exception  of  wool,  a stone  of  which  is  calculated  at  sixteen  pounds. 

26.  Does  a hundred-weight  always  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds  ? — It  does. 

27.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter,  and  is  it  sold  by  weight  or  lump? — There  is  an 
inspector  of  butter,  who  will  give  you  the  necessary  information  with  regard  to  that 
market. 

28.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures? — No ; I believe  those  duties  should 
now  be  performed  by  the  Constabulary,  but  for  some  reason  or  other  this  duty  has  not 
been  discharged  by  any  person  for  the  last  two  years,  and  the  standard  weights  are  still  in 
the  possession  of  the  late  inspector,  and  a vast  number  of  abuses  and  frauds  have  in  conse- 
quence arisen.  This  subject  is  one  requiring  immediate  revision  and  correction. 

29.  Are  you  aware  of  any  frauds  having  been  practised  in  consequence  of  the  weighing 
being  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  merchants’  stores? — I have  known  many  such 
instances.  I have  known  of  parties  who  weighed  their  corn  in  the  public  scales,  and  who 
subseqently  took  it  to  the  dealer’s  store,  without  apprizing  them  of  its  having  been  pre- 
viously weighed ; upon  being  weighed  in  the  merchant’s  scales,  a return  was  given  to  the 
seller  for  a lesser  quantity  than  that  which  appeared  in  the  weighmaster’s  docket ; and  upon 
the  dealer  being  informed  of  the  difference,  he  paid  the  seller  for  the  quantity  as  returned 
by  the  weighmaster,  sooner  than  allow  the  transaction  to  be  exposed  ; and  in  some  instances 
where  the  grain  had  been  spilled  before  the  former  objected,  the  seller  had  no  remedy. 

30.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable  or  advantageous  that  all  agricultural 
produce  should  be  sold  and  weighed  in  the  public  market  ? — I think  such  a course  would 
be  very  desirable,  but  at  present  the  market  accommodation  is  totally  inadequate  to  admit 
of  such  a course,  and  I fear  that  the  merchants  might  be  opposed  to  such  an  arrangement, 
unless  very  ample  market  accommodation,  properly  located,  were  devised. 

31.  Have  you  any  further  suggestion  you  would  wish  to  offer  to  the  Commissioners  upon 
this  subject? — None,  except  what  I have  before  stated,  that  I consider  the  market  accom- 
modation very  insufficient,  and  that  groat  inconvenience  and  confusion  arises  from  the 
diversity  of  weights  and  measures,  an  equalization  of  which  would  be  most  conducive  to 
the  benefit  and  convenience  of  the  public,  and  calculated  to  put  an  end  to  frauds,  which 
are  of  daily  occurrence,  and  result  principally  from  the  present  defective  and  undefined 
mode  of  beamage,  weighing,  and  inspection  of  weights.  These  remarks  have  reference 
generally  to  the  corn  trade ; but  in  the  sales  of  butter,  potatoes,  and  other  farm  produce, 
great  abuses  exist.  With  regard  to  fairs,  there  are  no  tolls  or  customs  charged  at  any  fair 
held  in  this  town.  There  are  twelve  fairs  held  in  the  year,  one  on  the  third  Wednesday  in 
every  month.  I conceive  a market  jury,  appointed  in  each  market  town,  would  be  very 
desirable,  for  the  purpose  of  checking  frauds  among  provision  dealers,  and  inspecting  meat 
and  all  other  kinds  of  food. 


Mr.  William  M‘Cullac/h  examined. 

32.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Dundalk. 

33.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a farmer  and  draper. 

34.  You  have  heard  the  questions  that  have  been  put  to  Mr.  Russell,  and  the  answers 
he  has  been  good  enough  to  favour  us  with ; — have  you  any  further  information  you  can 
afford  us,  or  any  suggestions  you  would  wish  to  offer  to  the  Commissioners  upon  the 
subject-matter  of  their  inquiry? — I consider  all  the  arrangements  in  this  town,  with  regard 
to  the  markets,  most  defective ; gross  frauds  are  practised,  and  great  abuses  exist.  I should 
wish  to  impress  upon  the  Commissioners  that  the  market  accommodation  is  quite  insuffi- 
cient; that  most  unfair  and  illegal  deductions  are  made  from  the  seller  under  various 
pretences  and  names,  as  detailed  by  Mr.  Russell ; that  there  is  no  meat  mai-ket  or  shambles 
and  great  inconvenience  arises  from  slaughtering  cattle  in  cellars  and  other  places  unsuited 
for  that  purpose ; that  the  butter  trade,  formerly  very  flourishing,  has  completely  dwindled 
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away  from  want  of  proper  supervision  and  effective  arrangements : as  an  instance,  I may 
mention,  a farmer,  who  keeps  a large  dairy  within  a mile  of  this  town,  who  transmits  his 
butter  to  Newry,  a distance  of  ten  miles,  Irish,  owing  to  the  advantages  he  experiences 
there  from  the  market  being  conducted  on  a better  system.  I regret  to  say,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  want  of  inspection  of  weights  and  measures,  which  has  not  taken  place  in 
this  town  for  two  years,  a vast  number  of  huxters  have  established  scales  and  weights  very 
deficient  in  due  weight,  and  utterly  unfit  for  the  purpose;  for  instance,  I saw  this  day,  as  a 
substitute  for  weights,  bricks  and  stones  used  for  weighing  potatoes  and  other  articles. . I 
must  also  mention,  that  in  addition  to  the  charge  for  weighing  at  the  public  market,  which 
has  been  detailed  to  you,  the  farmer  is  generally  mulcted  of  1 d.  per  sack,  by  labourers  or 
parties  who  attend,  with  the  sanction  of  the  weighmaster,  and  force  then-  services  upon  the 
farmer  having  recourse  to  the  public  scales.  I also  submit,  that  this  town  labours  under 
groat  disadvantages,  arising  from  the  privilege  claimed  by  Drogheda,  of  postponing,  until 
Monday  (which  is  our  market-day),  any  fairs  which  may  take  place  on  a Saturday  within 
ten  miles  of  their  town ; the  effect  of  this  privilege,  for  this  year  alone,  being,  to  throw 
thirty  fairs  on  thirty  Mondays  out  of  the  fifty-two,  within  ten  miles  of  this,  to  the  great 
detriment  of  our  market  and  town.  I also  consider  the  charge  of  porterage  of  Id.  per  sack, 
charged  by  the  merchants,  a great  imposition,  and  a serious  loss  and  injury  to  the  seller; 
every  person  making  a delivery  is  obliged  to  send  oue  or  more  of  his  own  labourers  to 
assist  in  hoisting  up  the  grain,  and  he  has  actually  got  to  pay  the  merchants  for  their 
labour.  The  merchant  staff  for  hoisting  consists  of  four  men,  generally  speaking,  who  are 
able  to  do  the  work  with  the  assistance  of  the  farmer’s  men,  and  he  pays  these  four  men 
Is.  2d.  per  day,  a total  of  4s.  M.  These  men  hoist  in,  from  the  different  sellers,  at  least 
500  sacks  a day;  the  amount  received  for  which  from  the  farmer  would  be  £2  Is.  8d. 

35.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  complaints  being  made  as  to  the  system  of  weighing  in 
private  scales  ? — Yes ; I recollect  having  sold  corn  to  a dealer,  which  I had  weighed  at  my 
farm,  and  on  -weighing  it  at  his  store,  a deficiency  of  nine  pounds  per  sack  appeared. 

36.  Is  this  the  only  case  that  ever  came  to  your  knowledge  ? — No ; I recollect  being  one 
of  the  market  jurors  for  this  town,  and  when  going  round  examining  the  weights  at  the 
several  stores,  I had  a policeman  placed  in  each  store  to  prevent  the  removal  of  any  of  the 
weights.  In  one  establishment  the  persons  in  it  attempted  to  take  away  some  of  the  weights, 
when  a scuffle  ensued,  and  two  weights  were  thrown  out  of  the  store  window,  which  the 
policeman  afterwards  got  into  his  possession.  On  my  arrival  there  I was  informed  of  what 
had  occurred,  and  had  these  two  -weights  tried  by  the  standard,  and  found,  instead  of  being 
a half  hundred-weight  or  fifty-six  pounds  each,  they  were  sixty  pounds,  being  four  pounds  on 
every  weight  above  their  due,  and  when  used,  gave  the  buyer  120  pounds  of  corn  instead 
of  1 12  pounds. 

Mr.  Richard  Gray,  Weighmaster,  examined. 


37.  Under  what  authority  is  this  market  held? — I am  not  aware. 

38.  What  situation  do  you  hold  in  the  market? — Weighmaster. 

39.  By  whom  were  you  appointed? — By  Lord  Roden,  fifteen  years  ago,  on  the  first  day 
of  this  month. 

40.  How  often  is  the  market  held  ? — Once  a week,  every  Monday  is  the  regular  market- 
day,  but  there  is  a market  every  day. 

41.  Have  tolls  ever  been  collected  in  your  time? — Never;  but  as  a boy  I have  heard 
they  were  charged. 

42.  The  Commissioners  have  been  informed  by  a previous  witness  that  the  sales  of  agri- 
cultural produce  are  not  confined  to  the  market-place ; is  this  so  ? — It  is  ; a very  small 
proportion  of  the  articles  sold  in  this  town,  with  the  exception  of  potatoes  and  green  crops, 
are  sold  or  weighed  in  the  regular  market. 

43.  To  what  do  you  attribute  this  ? — The  farmer  having,  under  any  circumstances,,  to 
weigh  and  pay  for  doing  so  at  the  merchant’s  stores,  is  naturally  unwilling  to  subject  him- 
self to  the  additional  charge  of  weighing,  at  his  own  expense,  in  the  public  scales. 

44.  Have  you  ever  known  any  inconvenience  to  have  arisen,  or  any  frauds  to  have  been 
practised,  in  consequence  of  this  system? — I have,  in  many  instances;  in  one  case,  a 
farmer  residing  near  this  town  weighed  his  corn  in  the  public  scales,  and  afterwards  took 
it  to  a merchant’s  store  without  stating  that  it  had  been  previously  weighed,  and  he  was 
defrauded  of  eight  stone  in  one  load  of  corn,  nearly  one-sixteenth  of  the  entire  quantity. 
Upon  the  seller  producing  the  crane  note,  he  was  paid  by  the  dealer  for  the  quantity  stated 
therein  to  have  been  weighed  in  the  public  scales,  rather  than  allow  the  fraud  to  be  exposed. 

45.  Are  such  instances  common? — I have  known  of  many  such  ; indeed  the  present  law 
is  so  defective  and  undefined,  that  a dishonest  trader  has  an  opportunity  of  defrauding  the 
-seller  of  almost  any  quantity  he  pleases,  by  unreasonable  deductions  and  unfair  weights. 

46.  Have  you  taken  the  oaths  of  office  ? — I have  not. 

47.  What  charges  arc  made  for  weighing  in  the  public  scales? — One  penny. per  sack  is 
the  only  charge  on  the  weighing  of  corn  or  potatoes,  irrespective  of  the  weight ; I also 
charge  for  articles  weighed  on  the  weigh-bridge  at  the  following  rates : for  carts  drawn  by 
asses,  2d. ; on  carts  weighing  under  ten  hundred-weight,  3d. ; on  cart  loads  weighing  over 
ten  hundred-weight,  Ad. 

48.  What  deductions  are  made  from  the  gross  weight  in  the  nature  of  beamage,  or  any 
other  allowance  ? — In  corn  seven  pounds  for  each  fourteen  stone ; fourteen  pounds  for  any 
draught  above  twenty  stone.  In  potatoes  seven  pounds  for  eight  stone ; from  eightto  twenty 
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stone,  fourteen  pounds;  from  twenty  to  thirty-two  stone,  twenty-one  pounds;  above 
thirty-two  stone,  twenty-eight  pounds ; no  greater  deduction  than  twenty-eight  pounds 
charged  for  any  draught  of  potatoes.  The  foregoing  is  the  list  of  deductions  at  the  crane.  At 
the  weigh-bridge  the  deductions  are  as  follows  .-—for  potatoes  in  bulk  in  the  cart  one  stone 
on  every  twenty  stone ; on  potatoes  in  sacks  the  same  allowance  for  dirt  and  the  weight 
ot  the  sacks  as  returned  in  the  empty  cart.  I make  no  allowance  on  hay  or  straw,  except 
in  wet  weather,  and  then  one  hundred-weight  for  every  load. 

49.  Explain  the  system  of  weighing? — The  beam  is  hung  at  a height  of  nine  inches ; the 
smallest  weight  used  in  weighing  oatmeal  is  one  pound,  in  corn  and  potatoes  seven  pounds. 
The  turn  of  the  beam  is  taken  without  requiring  the  sack  to  go  to  the  ground ; the  smallest 
weight  used  at  the  weigh-bridge  is  two  stone,  except  in  potatoes,  in  weighing  which  one 
stone  is  used. 

50.  Do  you  keep  market  books  containing  entries  of  the  names  of  the  buyers  and 
sellers,  with  the  quantity  and  amount  weighed  in  the  public  scales? — I do. 

51.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  produce  them? — ( Witness  hands  in  a book.) 

52.  On  looking  over  your  book  it  appears  to  be  defective ; there  is  no  entry  of  the  price 
or  the  cost  of  the  several  articles  contained  in  it,  and  the  last  entry  in  this  book  appears 
to  have  been  as  far  back  as  1S41 — ( Produces  hay  and  strata  book  tip  to  the  present  time, 
and  block  book  of  corn  sales.) 

53.  These  books  appear  as  defective  as  the  last  you  have  shown  us,  and  how  is  the 
buyer  or  seller  to  ascertain  those  particulars  ? — I enter  them  in  a docket,  if  required,  and 
wiil,  as  you  suggest,  in  future  enter  the  price  and  cost  of  the  several  articles. 

54.  Could  you,  from  these  books,  furnish  statistics,  if  required,  of  the  quantity,  average 
price,  and  amount  of  sales  during  any  given  period  ? — It  would  be  quite  impossible  for  me 
to  do  so. 

55.  What  is  the  gross  amount  of  your  receipts  for  weighing  during  the  year  ? — I should 
say  the  average  was  £2  per  week,  or  about  £100  per  annum.  The  highest  amount  I ever 
remember  receiving  in  one  week  was  £4,  and  I have  received  as  little  as  10s. 

56.  How  have  these  weighing  fees  been  disposed  of? — I and  an  assistant  are  paid  a 
salary  of  about  £50  per  annum.  Lord  Roden  pays  taxes  for  the  market,  which  is  rated 
at  £70  per  annum,  and  keeps  the  premises  in  repair. 

57.  Do  you  give  any  accommodation  to  the  public  for  your  salary  besides  your  own 
attendance  at  the  scales,  and  supplying  dockets  to  the  several  parties?— I do  not. 

58.  A previous  witness  has  stated  that  parties  force  themselves,  with  your  sanction, 
on  sellers  using  the  market,  and  if  not  employed  by  them  they  delay  and  inconvenience 
them  as  much  as  possible,  by  giving  others  precedence  to  the  scales ; is  this  so  ? — I am 
not  aware  of  it ; the  parties  are  not  paid  by  me,  and  I do  not  know  of  any  person  being 
obliged  to  employ  them  against  their  will. 

59.  Have  you  any  further  information  or  suggestions  you  would  wish  to  lay  before  us? — 
I have  not. 

Mr.  Henry  Maxwell  examined. 

60.  Do  you  hold  any  situation  in  Dundalk  connected  with  the  market? — I do;  I am 
inspector  of  butter;  I was  appointed  in  1824,  by  Mr.  Bigger,  the  weighmaster  of  the  butter- 
market. 

61.  What  duties  have  you  to  discharge? — I scarcely  have  anything  to  do  at  present. 
Last  year  I had  only  five  firkins  of  butter  to  weigh,  and  this  year  1 have  only  had  four, 
amounting  in  value  to  about  £3  5s. 

62.  What  is  your  present  salary,  and  by  whom  is  it  paid? — Forty  guineas  per  annum, 
which  I receive  from  Mr.  Bigger,  who  pays  me  out  of  the  compensation  he  receives  from 
Government  for  the  loss  of  his  situation  by  Sir  II.  Parnell’s  Act.  Any  fees  I now  receive 
I account  for,  and  hand  over  to  Mr.  Bigger. 

63.  What  was  the  largest  number  of  firkins  you  ever  remember  to  have  been  sold  in 
this  market  in  one  year? — In  1824  there  were  30,000  firkins  of  butter  sold  in  the  market. 

64.  What  was  the  largest  number  of  firkins  you  ever  inspected  and  weighed  in  one  day  ? 
— Two  thousand  three  hundred ; I inspected  them  all  myself. 

65.  Did  you  taste  them  all  ? — No ; but  I sufficiently  examined  them  to  enable  me  to  give 
a good  guess  at  their  contents. 

66.  What  fees  are  now  paid  on  the  weighing  of  butter  ? — Two  pence  per  crock,  which  is 
Id.  for  weighing  the  full,  and  Id.  for  weighing  the  empty  crock. 

67.  Did  you  ever  make  any  note  or  entry  of  the  quantity  or  quality  of  butter  sold? — I 
did  not ; I merely  marked,  with  a skiver,  the  weight  on  the  firkin  or  crock. 

68.  Can  you  state  the  reason  why  the  quantity  of  butter  sold  has  so  decreased  in  your 
market  ? — 1 conceive  the  reason  to  be  the  change  in  the  laws,  which  has  enabled  people 
residing  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town  to  erect  beams  of  their  own,  and  also  to  take  their 
butter  from  the  market  without  weighing  it. 

69.  Have  you  any  remedies  to  suggest? — None.  I think  there  are  more  abuses  under 
the  present  system  than  under  the  old,  and  would  advise  the  old  Act  to  be  re-introduced. 

The  following  witnesses  were  likewise  under  examination,  but  they  merely  corroborated 
the  foregoing  evidence,  and  nothing,  not  previously  mentioned,  was  elicited: — Samuel  J. 

Turner,  esq.,  late  Chairman  Town  Commissioners;  John  Townley,  j.i\,  Manager,  National 
Bank  of  Ireland;  James  MAlister,  esq.,  Michael  Kelly,  esq.,  Chairman  Town  Com- 
missioners. 
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Mr.  James  Doran  examined. 

70.  Where  do  you.  reside  ? — In  the  town  of  Ardee. 

7 1.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a farmer,  and  also  cleric  to  the  Town  Commissioners. 

72.  Under  what  patent  is  this  market  held? — Under  a patent  granted  by  Queen. Anne. 

73.  How  often  is  your  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market  days  ? — Weekly ; there  is  a 
corn  market  every  Tuesday,  and  a meat  market  every  Saturday. 

74.  Who  is  the  present  owner  of  the  market? — The  Town  Commissioners  are  the 
proprietors,  as  successors  to  the  old  corporation. 

7 5.  Are  tolls  and  customs  charged  on  the  market  ? — They  are  not,  and  have  not  been 
so  for  many  years. 

76.  Are  there  enclosed  market-places? — Yes,  the  corn  market  and  the  shambles  are 
both  enclosed. 

77.  Is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  confined  to  those  markets? — It  is  not;  com 
is  generally  sold  in  the  streets  of  the  town. 

78.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed  for  the  market? — A weiglimaster  has  not  been 
appointed  by  the  Town  Commissioners,  and  the  person  at  present  holding  the  office  has 
never,  I believe,  been  appointed. 

79.  Have  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights  been  provided  for  the 
market  ? — Yes. 

80.  Is  the  weighmaster  sworn  under  the  4th  Anne,  c.  14  ? — I believe  not. 

81.  Is  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  in  the  market  scales  ? — It  is  not ; the  agricultural 
produce  is  seldom  weighed  in  the  market  scales,  except  when  a dispute  arises  between  the 
buyer  and  seller  as  to  the  weight  of  the  quantity  sold. 

82.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  frauds  having  been  practised  in  consequence  of  the 
agricultural  produce  not  being  weighed  in  the  market  scales  ? — I have  heard  of  complaints 
about  the  weighing  in  private  stores,  but  no  case  ever  came  within  my  own  observation. 

83.  Explain  the  system  of  buying  corn  by  private  sale,  and  of  weighing  in  private 

scales The  merchant  buys  the  corn,  either  in  the  street  or  by  sample;  the  corn  is 

then  brought  to  the  merchant’s  store  and  weighed  in  his  own  scales ; if  any  dispute  arises 
as  to  the  weight  it  is  taken  to  the  market  scales  and  weighed  in  them,  and  the  weigh- 
master gives  a docket  of  its  true  weight,  which  is  taken  to  be  the  actual  weight  of  the  coi-n. 

84.  What  deductions  in  the  nature  of  beamage  or  allowance  are  taken  from  the  gross 
weight  of  the  corn,  &c.,  by  the  merchant  ? — In  weighing  corn,  half  a stone  is  taken  from 
every  barrel  for  beamage,  and  half  a stone  for  the  weight  of  the  sack. 

85.  Is  this  deduction  always  made  for  corn,  irrespective  of  the  weight  of  the  sack  ? — It  is. 

86.  Is  any  other  deduction  made  in  weighing  any  other  kind  of  agricultural  produce? — 
There  is ; in  potatoes,  a deduction  of  one  stone  in  each  barrel  is  made  for  dirt,  half  a stone 
for  the  weight  of  the  sack,  and  half  a stone  for  beamage. 

87.  Do  you  mean  to  convey  that,  in  weighing  corn,  a stone  is  always  deducted  for 
beamage  and  sack,  and  that,  in  weighing  potatoes,  two  stone  for  beamage,  sack,  and  dirt? 
— I do. 

88.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  weighing  all  agricultural  produce  in  private 
stores  ? — The  smallest  weight  generally  used  is  seven  pounds,  but,  I believe,  the  mei'chant 
sometimes  uses  a four-pound  weight,  but  makes  no  allowance  for  less  than  seven  pounds. 

89.  If  the  gross  weight  of  twenty-two  stone  and  six  pounds  of  potatoes  were  put  into  the 
scale,  for  what  weight  would  the  seller  be  allowed? — He  would  be  paid  for  twenty  stone, 
only. 

90.  What  is  the  weight  of  a ban-el  of  wheat? — 'Twenty  stone. 

. 91.  What  of  oats? — Fourteen  stone. 

92.  What  of  barley? — Sixteen  stone. 

93.  What  of  potatoes,  rye,  beans,  peas,  vetches,  and  all  other  descriptions  of  grain  not 
already  enumerated  ? — Twenty  stone. 

94.  Is  a stone  weight  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds  avoirdupois? — It  is,  except 
in  the  case  of  wool,  which  is  calculated  at-  sixteen  pounds  per  stone,  and  butter,  which  is 
calculated  at  fifteen  pounds  per  stone. 

95.  Does  a hundred- weight  always  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds  avoirdupois? 
— It  does. 

96.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter? — No. 

97.  Is  butter  sold  by  weight  or  by  lump  ? — By  weight. 

98.  Under  whose  control  are  the  sales  of  butter  ? — Under  that  of  the  weighmaster. 

99.  Could  you  state  the  amount  of  sales  which  take  place  in  this  market  in  the  week  or 
year  ? — I could  not. 

100.  What  are  the  principal  articles  sold  in  this  market? — Corn  is  the  principal  produce 
of  this  county. 

101.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures? — No. 

102.  Is  there  any  charge  made  by  merchants  for  weighing? — Yes;  Id  per  sack  is 
charged  under  the  name  of  porterage. 

103.  If  the  farmer  sent  his  own  servants  to  unload  and  deliver  his  corn  at  the  mer- 
chant’s stores,  would  he  be  charged  with  Id  per  sack,  porterage  ? — He  would,  for  such  is 
the  usage. 

104.  Is  there  a charge  for  porterage  on  meal? — There  is. 
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105.  Have  you  any  further  information  to  give  the  Commissioners,  or  is  there  any  thing 
which  you  have  not  already  mentioned  that  you  wish  to  suggest?  I am  ready  to -answer 
any  question,  but  I do  not  feel  myself  competent  to  offer  any  suggestion. 

Air.  William  Barron,  Acting  Weighmaster,  examined. 

106.  -Where  do  you  reside  ?— In  the  market-place  of  this  town. 

107.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  weighmaster  of  the  market. 

108.  By  whom  were  you  appointed  ?— My  father  was  weighmaster,  and  took  the  oaths 
of  office : he  died  about  six  years  ago.  I acted  as  my  father  s assistant  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  and  since  then  have  discharged  the  duties  of  weighmaster.  . 

109.  Have  you  received  any  appointment  to  the  office  of  weighmaster  since  his  death? 

_ 1 lO^Have  the  Town  Commissioners  ever  recognised  you  as  weighmaster  since  your 
father’s  death ? — They  have  not.  , ... 

111.  By  whom,  then,  are  you  paid ?— I am  paid  by  the  public.  „ T , . 

112.  Do  you  give  any  account  to  any  person  of  the  sums  received  by  you.  do  not 

make  a return  to  any  person.  , . « T 

111.  Do  you  consider  vourself  in  the  position  of  proprietor  of  the  market  c 1 do. 

114.  To  whom  does the  market-house  belong  ?— To  Mr.  Buxton. 

115.  Who  keeps  the  market-house  in  repair  ? — 1 do;  and  I am  accountable  to  Mr.  Ruxton 

f01ll(3?  Has  Mr.  Ramon  applied  to  you  for  rent?— He  has;  he  distrained  and  auctioned 
my  pop^y  for  rent.  ^ Ma  ?_0n  every  Tuesday  we  have  a market  for  corn ; 

but  I may  mention  that  sales  take  place  on  eTery  day  at  private  stores. 

118.  Who  is  the  present  patentee? — I do  not  know.  „ . , 

119.  Are  any  tolls  paid  at  present  in  the  market?— No;  and  have  not  been  for  eight  or 

^O^Sen  do  you  claim  a right  to  the  office  of  weighmaster  as  successor  to  your  father? 
—I  suppose,  when  I pay  the  rent,  1 am  the  owner  of  it.  The  gross  amount  received  by 
me  would  not  pay  the  rent.  . . , • 

121  The  Commissioners  cannot  understand  from  your  replies  whether  you  claim  an 
hereditary  right  to  the  office  of  weighmaster,  only;  or  whether  you  consider  yourself  the 
proprietor  of  the  market.  Will  you  explain  yourself  more  fully?— I do  not  know  what  I 
am,  but  I conceive  I am  not  accountable  to  any  one. 

122.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place?— There  is,  at  the  hack  of  the  market-house. 

123.  Is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  confined  to  it?— No,  it  is  not;  for  it  is  not 
compulsory  on  sellers  to  bring  their  produce  into  the  market-place. 

124.  How  many  scales  have  you  in  your  market?— One  large  beam  and  scales,  and  a 

W°123.  What  are  the  charges  made  by  you  for  weighing  agricultural  produce  ? One 

PC,;"e  Pffiveaflist  of  all  your  charges ?-I  charge  Id.  per  sack  for  all  grain  and  potatoes; 
for  hav  and  straw  1 charge  3d.  per  load,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  weight. 

127-  What  do  you  charge  for  wool  ?— One  shilling  per  pack;  hut,  if  the  parcel  was  veiy 
small,  I only  charge  3d,  or  sometimes  6d.  . . , , , , ...  ., 

125.  Will  yon  explain  the  system  you  adopt  111  weighing  ?— I never  keep  a hook  for  the 
entry  of  sales,  it  would  not  be  worth  my  while ; hut  I give  a docket,  if  required,  to  the 

^lf^What1  deduction  do  you  make,  under  any  name  or  title,  in  weighing  a barrel  of 
grain?— Fourteen  pounds;  that  is,  seven  pounds  beamage,  and  seven  pounds  empty. sack. 
^ private  arrangement  is  sometimes  made,  when  the  sack  weighs  over  seven  pounds,  the 

WkSt  thelStrwdgM  used  ‘tatte  m»ket  ?-Seven  pound  in  the  scales,  and 

winter,  when  weighing  potatoes,  I deduct  two  stone  for  dirt,  beamage,  and  sack , and  m 

^Tl^^Whe^werc  ^our^weights  last  adjusted  ?-They  are  adjusted  every  year,  prior  to 
the  commencement  of  the  wool  season.  . 

133.  How  many  pounds  in  a stone  of  wool? — Sixteen  pounds. 

1 34  Ts  there  a butter  market? — No.  „ , , 

135'.  What  is  the  amount  of  produce  sold  in  the  town?— I cannot  say,  as  only  a ve  y 
small  portion  of  it  comes  into  the  market.  . . 9 -r  r,ormnt  +Pn 

1361  What  is  the  amount  of  weighing  fees  received  by  you  in  one  yeai  ?— I cannot  tell, 
but  could  swear  that  1 have  not  received  more  than  £14  or  £lo  per  annum  foi  the  last 
three  years  . fte  ^ ts  of  the  maAet  ?_In  the  repairs  of  the  premises 

and  for  my  own  purposes;  I never  saw  an  account  kept,  by  my  father,  of  the  receipts  paid 
to  him  in  the  maAct,  and  I adopted  the  same  scale  of  charges  he  did.  . . .. 

: 138.  If  the  Government  sent  down  to  ascertain  the  amount  and  average, price  of  agri- 

cultural produce  sold  in  your  market,  in  one  year,  could  you  afford  them  any  satisfactory 
information?— I could  not;  I have  no  means  to  do  so,  at  my  disposal. 
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139.  If  a party  sold  produce  in  your  market,  and  on  his  way  home  lost  the  ticket  he  ARDEE, 

received  from  you,  could  you  supply  him  with  a duplicate  ? — I could  not;  I keep  a return  29th September,  1852. 
of  hay  and  straw,  but  not  of  corn.  - — 

140.  Have  you  heard  of  any  frauds  being  practised  by  the  dealers  ? — I have  not;  I think  M 

matters  are  carried  on  fairly  enough  at  present  by  them.  E‘  m‘  arron' 


William  Hatch,  esq.,  Town  Commissioner  and  j.p.,  examined. 

14 1.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  of  the  foregoing  witnesses;  do  you  concur,  generally, 
in  that  evidence  ? — I do  not  entirely.  I do  not  agree  in  the  statement  that  no  frauds  have 
been  practised;  Barron,  the  weighmaster,  has  been  prosecuted  for  giving  a docket  for  a 
greater  quantity  than  the  real  weight,  and  true  bills  found  by  the  Grand  Jury  against  him. 
On  another  occasion,  upon  the  charge  of  a man  named  Bradley,  the  magistrates  considered 
the  case  proved,  but,  from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a conviction,  they  only  cautioned  him 
against  a repetition  of  such  conduct.  Many  complaints  have  also  been  made  of  frauds 
practised  in  the  market-place.  The  Town  Commissioners  claim  title  to  this  market.  At 
the  death  of  the  father  of  Barron,  who  was  the  legally  appointed  weighmaster,  they  attempted 
to  obtain  possession  of  their  premises,  but,  in  consequence  of  his  resistance,  they  failed  in 
doing  so,  and  they  instructed  their  solicitor  to  proceed  against  him,  but  he  has  not  done  so,  as 
they  were  in  hopes  that  Government  were  about  to  bring  in  a bill  for  the  improvement  of 
towns,  which  would  enable  them  to  recover  their  rights,  without  being  obliged  to  resort,  in 
the  present  state  of  the  law,  to  legal  proceedings  against  a pauper.  The  rent  of  the  premises 
has  always  been  paid  by  the  Town  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Ruxton,  from  whom  they  have  a 
lease  of  the  premises.  The  statement  of  Barron  is  wholly  untrue;  and  the  distress  to  which 
he  referred  was  in  consequence  of  an  arrangement  between  Mr.  Ruxton  and  the  Town  Com- 
missioners, by  which  they  allowed  him  to  distrain  the  premises  in  the  hope  of  compelling 
Barron  to  relinquish  the  possession,  and  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  custody  of  the 
weights. 

142.  Would  it,  in  your  opinion,  be  desirable  to  oblige  all  sellers  to  have  their  produce 
sold  and  weighed  in  one  public  market-place,  having  a sufficient  number  of  beams  and 
scales,  with  an  efficient  staff  of  clerks  and  porters  ? — I think  it  would  be  very  beneficial  to 
the  public,  more  particularly  to  the  poorer  classes. 

143.  Do  you  think  that  the  merchants  of  this  town  would  oppose  such  a measure  ? — I do 
not  think  that  they  reasonably  could. 

144.  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  this  town? — One  every  month. 

145.  Are  any  tolls  charged  ? — None  whatsoever,  though  the  fair-green,  a large  space  of 
seven  acx-es,  is  the  property  of  the  Town  Commissioners.  While  on  this  subject,  I would 
wish  to  refer  to  a privilege  claimed  by  Drogheda,  which  acts  very  injuriously  to  us:  when- 
ever our  fair  falls  on  a Saturday  they  claim  the  right  of  postponing  it  to  the  following 
Monday ; in  consequence,  many  persons  come  to  Ardee  on  a Saturday,  and  find  the  fair 
postponed  till  the  following  Monday. 

Mr.  James  M‘Cabe  examined. 

146.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a trader.  I was  inspector  of  weights  and  measures 
in  the  town  of  Ardee,  and  consider  that  I am  still  so,  as  1 have  recently  stamped  some 
weights,  and  still  keep  my  accounts,  although  I have  not  made  an  inspection. 

147.  What  salary  did  you  receive  as  inspector? — I never  received  any  salary;  I was 
never  furnished  with  sufficient  weights  and  measures,  but  I put  up  a pair  of  scales  at  my 
own  expense,  and  purchased  some  weights  and  measures  out  of  my  own  pocket;  the  rest 
were  furnished  to  me  by  the  Grand  Jury. 

148.  By  whom  are  the  duties  of  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  now  discharged  ? — 
By  no  person.  Some  of  the  constabulary  have  recently  informed  me  that  I ought  to  hand 
over  the  weights  and  measures  to  them. 

149.  Are  the  duties  of  the  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  properly  performed? — 
They,  are  not;  but  I do  not  know  of  any  frauds  perpetrated  in  the  market ; at  least,  if  they 
are,  it  is  without  my  knowledge.  The  butter-market  has  been  almost  wholly  given  up. 


7. 

W.  Hatch,  esq. 


Mr.  J.  M‘Cabe. 


Mr.  Thomas  Caulfield  examined.  9. 

Mr.  T.  Caulfield. 

150.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  the  town  of  Ardee. 

151.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a trader. 

152.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  which  has  been  given;  do  you  concur  in  it,  or  do  you 
wish  to  offer  any  observations  ? — I do  not  agree  with  Mr.  Hatch  in  thinking  that  a public 
market  would  necessarily  be  advantageous  to  the  farmer,  because  the  rich  farmer  who 
weighs  the  corn  and  trims  the  bags  at  home  would  derive  little  benefit,  and  might  be  delayed 
by  having  to  weigh  their  corn  in  the  market.  With  reference  to  the  postponement  of  the 
fairs  held  in  towns  within  ten  miles  of  Drogheda,  such  is  productive  of  great  inconvenience, 
as  the  Liverpool  market  is  held  upon  a Monday,  and  all  the  jobbers,  dealers,  and  buyers 
in  this  neighbourhood  attend  it.  I conceive  that  we  should  derive  still  greater  benefit  if 
the  fair  day  of  Ardee  was  changed  to  Friday. 

153.  Do  you  think  if  a public  market  were  established,  with  sufficient  accommodation  in 
which  all  agricultural  produce  should  be  sold  and  weighed,  without  auy  of  the  delay  you 
seem  to  fear,  a benefit  would  be  conferred  upon  the  public? — It  might  be  beneficial  to  the 
poorer  class  of  farmers,  but  not  to  the  richer,  as  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  me,  as  a trader, 
to  be  obliged  to  buy  entirely  in  the  market. 
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IT 

Mr.  T.  Caulfield. 

10. 

J.  Smith,  esq. 


11. 

R.  Young,  esq. 


12. 

H.  M'Kittrick, 


13. 

Dr.  M ‘Arthur. 


154.  But  if  no  delay  were  caused,  and  if  there  was  proper  attendance,  with  plenty  of 
beams  and  scales,  and  a very  small  charge  for  weighing,  why  should  either  the  rich  farmer 
or  the  trader  object  to  it?— I think  we  are  very  well  as  we  are. 

1 do.  Have  you  any  further  suggestion  to  make? — I have  not. 

J.  Smith,  esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners,  examined. 

156  Can  you  simo-est  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  we  have  already  heard?— Yes;  I 

accompanied  M'Cabe,  about  six  years  ago,  through  every  house  in  the  town  to  inspect  the 
weights  and  measures,  and  in  almost  every  case  we  found  them  to  be  deficient  in  weight.  In 
consequence,  however,  of  our  visit,  the  traders  got  their  weights  stamped.  I have  since 
been  iUain  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners;  and  a short  time  ago  1 
accompanied  Mr.  Hatch  through  all  the  houses  in  this  town,  and  found,  on  inspection,  a very 
o-reat  number  of  weights  and  measures  deficient  and  requiring  to  be  regulated.  Upon  that 
occasion  we  found  a fish  jobber  selling  with  very  deficient  weight ; lie  promised  if  we 
would  let  him  off  at  that  time,  he  would  use  proper  weights.  I he  frauds  practised  upon 
the  poor  in  this  way  are  disgraceful.  1 applied  to  the  magistrates  upon  the  subject,  and 
they  said  the  police  had  been  appointed  to  inspect  the  weights  and  measures,  but  the  police 
have  denied  that  this  is  so ; the  magistrates  have  promised  to  bring  the  matter  before  the 
Grand  Jurv  I am  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  a great  blessing  to  have  some  person 
appointed  to  be  inspector  of  the  weights  and  measures,  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
do  so  at  once  to  put  a stop  to  the  frauds  daily  practised.  I approve  of  the  duty  being 
discharo-ed  by  the  police,  and  1 fully  concur  in  the  observations  of  Mr.  Hatch,  and  may  add, 
that  the  weights  used  in  weighing  butter  are  all  deficient.  I think  the  subject  is  one 
requiring  the  most  anxious  and  earnest  consideration.  . . . 

157  Do  vou  think  that  it  would  be  beneficial  to  have  the  weights,  for  all  agricultural 
produce,  assimilated  through  the  country  ?— I think  it  would ; nor  do  I see  any  difficulty 
in  doing  so,  except  what  would  arise  from  old  prejudices. 

158.  Of  how  many  pounds  does  a stone  of  butter  consist  ? — Of  fifteen  pounds — [Mr.  Smith 
here  handed  in  returns  he  had  made  of  the  cattle  sold  in  the  fairs  in  this  neighbourhood  in 
the  year  1S43,  and  promised  to  continue  those  returns  up  to  the  present  time,  and  transmit 
them  to  the  Commissioners.'] 


R.  Young,  esq.,  examined. 

159.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  an  extensive  merchant  in  the  town  of  Ardee. 

160  Can  you  offer  any  suggestion  in  addition  to  those  already  made  ?— I think  the 
present  system  of  conducting  the  markets  in  the  town  very  inconvenient,  and  should  suggest 
that  some  further  protection  should  be  afforded  to  the  farmer  by  preventing  the  buyer 
from  repudiating  his  contract,  under  the  pretence  that  the  gram  did  not  correspond  with  the 
sample,  where  a fall  takes  place  in  the  price  of  the  corn  ; and  to  the  merchant,  by  securing 
to  him  that  the  grain  delivered  should  correspond  with  the  sample,  and  preventing  the 
farmerfrom  what  is  called  forestalling,  that  is,  after  he  has  already  entered  into  a contract 
for  the  sale  of  his  grain  and  closed  the  bargain,  reselling  to  a person  at  a higher  price.  I 
know  of  a case  which  occurred  yesterday,  of  a quantity  of  gram  which  I really  consider 
corresponded  with  the  sample,  having  been  rejected,  as  I believe,  because  there  was  a glut 
in  the  market.  I think  that  a public  market,  in  which  all  agricultural  produce  should  be  sold 
and  weighed  would  be  injurious  to  me,  as  it  might  occasion  both  expense  and  delay,  but  I 
consider' some  arrangement  necessary  to  enforce  fairness  in  all  dealings  between  buyer  and 

Se^g\'  Of  course  there  might  be  both  inconvenience  and  delay,  if  all  the  corn  had  to  be 
sold  and  weighed  in  the  market,  provided  there  was  no  more  accommodation  than  at 
present ; but°if  there  was  ample  accommodation,  and  no  delay  resulted  therefrom,  would 
it  be  then  injurious  to  you  or  to  the  farmer  ? — I do  not  suppose  it  could  be. 

162.  What  quantity  of  grain  do  you  suppose  was  sold  m this  town  last  year  . — -Unity 
thousand  barrels  of  oats  were  delivered  at  our  stores ; but  I should  say  that  the  greatest 
quantity  of  corn  sold  in  this  town  in  a week  cannot  exceed  2,000  barrels. 

163  If  the  farmer  sends  his  own  servants  with  his  carts,  do  you  charge  porterage  /— V\e 
do  one  penny  per  sack.  If  we  did  not,  great  delay  and  inconvenience  would  be  occasioned ; 
and  although  at  hurried  times,  the  amount  received  as  porterage  greatly  exceeds  the 
wages  paid°to  the  men  for  weighing  the  corn  and  hoisting  it  on  the  lofts,  on  other  days 
they  have  little  to  do. 

II.  M‘KiltricJc,  esq.,  examined. 


164.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a merchant  in  this  town. 

165  Have  you  known  of  anv  fraud  practised  in  the  sale  of  agricultural  produce  .''—Upon 
this  day  I purchased  some  oats,  at  9s.  per  barrel,  and  a short  time  afterwards,  I saw  the 
cart  driven  into  the  stores  of  another  merchant.  This  practice  occasions  great  inconvenience 
to  a merchant,  as  it  disarranges  all  his  plans,  and  I conceive,  in  any  legislation  on  the  subject, 
the  buyer  and  seller  should  be  protected  from  fraud. 


Dr.  M‘ Arthur  examined. 

166.  You  have  heard  all  the  evidence  which  has  been  given  ; can  you  offer  any  suggestion 
in  addition  to  those  which  have  already  been  made  ?— I should  wish  to  suggest,  that  many 
measure  introduced  by  Government,  the  Chairman  of  the  T own  Commissioners  should  be 
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a magistrate  during  the  period  lie  holds  office ; should  attend,  especially,  to  the  markets  ARDEE, 
in  the  town  ; should  be  able  to  adjudicate  in  all  cases  of  dispute  between  buyer  and  seller.  29 th  September,  1852. 
and  punish  fraud.  


Navan,  October  1,  1852. 

Thomas  Gerrard,  esq.,  j.p.,  examined. 

167.  Where  do  you  reside ?— Within  three  or  four  miles  of  this  town:  at  Lis^arden 

Castle.  0 

168.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  markets  in  this  town  ? — I am. 

169.  Do  you  sell  grain  here  ? — I do. 

170.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  is  the  market  held  ? — I cannot  say. 

171.  When  was  the  market  established  ? — I cannot  say,  but  I believe  over  one  hundred 
years  ago. 

172.  What  is  your  market-day? — Wednesday. 

173.  Who  is  the  present  owner  of  the  market  ? — I cannot  say. 

174.  Are  tolls  paid  in  your  market?— No;  they  were  paid,  for  some  time,  to  Mr. 
Hamilton,  who  was  deputy-portrieve  of  the  town,  but  are  not  now,  as  tolls  are  done 
away  with. 

175.  Has  a weiglimaster  been  appointed  for  the  market?— I have  heard  there  has,  but 
that  he  resides  near  Kells. 

176.  Have  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights  been  provided  ? No,  there 

are  no  public  scales  in  the  town.  There  is  no  market-house  or  enclosed  market-place,  and 
every  thing  is  in  the  greatest  possible  state  of  confusion. 

177.  Is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  confined  to  the  market-place  ? It  is  not; 

the  greatest  quantity  is  sold  about  the  streets,  or  at  the  entrance  to  the  town,  and  is 
weighed  at  the  private  stores  of  the  merchant. 

178.  Is  every  sack  weighed  at  the  private  scales  of  the  merchant  ? — No ; when  the  corn 
comes  in  in  even  barrels,  the  merchant,  in  purchasing,  sometimes  places  his  hand  upon  one 
sack,  and  has  it  weighed ; and  if  it  is  correct,  he  takes  the  rest  upon  the  faith  of  the  seller. 

179.  What  deductions,  in  the  nature  of  beamage  or  allowances,  are  there  taken  from 
the  gross  weight  of  corn  ? — Seven  pounds  are  charged  for  beamage,  and  seven  pounds  for 
the  weight  of  the  sack;  so  that,  although  the  gross  weight  of  the  sack  is  fifteen  stone,  the 
seller  is  only  paid  for  fourteen  stone. 

180.  Are  the  same  deductions  made  in  weighing  all  agricultural  produce  ? — Yes,  a stone 
is  allowed  for  beamage  and  sack  in  weighing  both  corn  and  potatoes. 

181.  Is  any  charge  made  for  weighing  in  private  stores?— I have  heard  that  in  some 

stores  a charge  is  made  for  porterage,  of  one  penny  per  sack,  but  I cannot  say  that  it  is 
made  m all.  J 

182.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  weighing  corn  in  private  stores  ? — I do  not 
know. 

183.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  district? — There  is. 

184.  How  often  does  he  visit  the  market?— I cannot  tell. 

185.  Arc  the  weights  correct? — I cannot  say,  from  my  own  knowledge;  but  several 
persons  have  been  brought  before  the  magistrates  for  using  deficient  weights,  and  they 
have  detected  fraud  in  many  instances. 

186.  Can  you  give  us  any  further  information,  or  suggest  any  improvements  which 
might  be  made  in  the  present  system  of  carrying  on  the  markets  ? — I can  only  suggest, 
that  we  require  a complete  reform  in  our  markets,  much  more  accommodation,  with  a 
proper  supervision  and  inspection.  This  is  the  next  best  market  for  corn,  after  Drogheda, 
in  this  country,  and  the  arrangements  are  most  incouvenient — in  fact,  there  are  no  arrange- 
ments at  all.  I may  add,  that  a considerable  quantity  of  the  corn  sent  into  the  town,  never 
reaches  its  destination,  as  there  is  a second  market,  at  a place  called  Trim  Gate,  at  which 
the  corn  is  frequently  sold,  by  the  assistance  of  persons  who  meet  the  carts  upon  their  way. 


3)r.  M ‘Arthur. 


NAVAN,' 

1st  October,  1852. 


Thos.  Gerrard,  esq. 


Whitwell  Sutler,  esq.,  j.p.,  Staffordstown  House,  examined.  IS- 

.1  X°u  have  heard  the  observations  of  Mr.  Gerrard;  do  you  generally  concur  in 
t lem  . — I concur  m Ins  general  observations,  but  I always  sell  my  corn  according  to  the 
Drogheda  regulations,  and  ten  pounds  only  are  deducted  from  a barrel  of  oats,  wheat,  or 
potatoes. 

. Pan  y°u  state  is  the  general  deduction  from  a barrel  of  grain,  in  case  there 
is  no  private  arrangements  ? — I believe  it  is  one  stone  from  each  barrel. 

189.  Have  you  ever  known  of  any  other  deduction  having  been  made,  in  addition  to  those 
you  nave  mentioned  ? In  some  establishments  in  this  town  a charge  of  one  penny  per 
sack  is  made,  but  I cannot  say  what  is  the  general  practice  of  the  town. 

190.  Can  you  state  what  is  the  smallest  weight  generally  used  in  weighing  grain? I 

cannot. 

191.  Can  you  state  if  there  is  any  other  deduction  made  in  weighing  corn  ? — I am  not 
aware  of  any. 

192.  Have  you  any  other  information  you  wish  to  give,  that  you  think  material  to  the 
present  inquiry,  or  observations  that  you  wish  to  offer  ?— The  accommodation  afforded  to 
the  seller  is  very  bad. 

C 
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193  Do  you  think  it  would  be  advantageous  to  establish  a general  market,  with  sufficient 
accommodation,  beams,  scales,  and  porters,  in  which  all  the  produce  would  be  sold  and 

weighed  ? It  would  be  very  desirable,  and  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  country,  it  it  were 

practicable,  and  that  no  delay  was  occasioned  to  the  seller. 

Matthew  Healy,  esq.,  Chairman  of  Town  Commissioners,  examined. 

194.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  of  the  former  witnesses ; do  you  agree  with  them  in 
them  opinions  ?_I  agree,  generally,  with  them.  With  respect  to  what  was  stated  by  Mr. 
Gerrard,  that  one  stone  was  deducted  from  each  bag-seven  pounds  for  beamage  and 
seven  pounds  for  empty  sack— I believe  such  to  he  the  general  practice  of  the  town, 

although  on  some  occasions  they  charge  less.  ' ,,  , ,.  . , 

195.  Is  there  any  charge  made  for  porterage?— I believe  the  general  practice  is  to 
charge  one  penny  per  barrel,  porterage. 

196.  Suppose  a farmer  sends  his  servants  with  his  corn  to  a merchant  s store,  would  he 

be  charged  with  porterage?— I believe  he  would,  and  that  his  servants  would  not  be 
allowed  to  bring  up  his  corn  to  the  merchant’s  lofts.  . , , , 

197.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  porterage  is  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the  merchant 

the  wages  he  pays  his  porters  ? — I think  it  is.  0 T ±-u  • v 

198.  Is  it  not  hard  upon  the  farmer  having  to  pay  for  the  merchant  s porters  ?-I  think 

it  is,  but  it  is  the  usage.  ....  • tot 

199.  Can  you  state  the  quantity  of  grain  sold  in  this  town  m a week?— I cannot,  but 

should  suppose  that  it  ranges  from  5,000  to  10,600  barrels  per  week.  _ „ 

200.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  m which  all  agricultural  produce 
should  be  sold  and  weighed,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  scales,  weights,  and  porters . — 

I think  it  is  a very  serious  loss  to  this  town  that  there  is  no  place  where  all  the  agricultural 
produce  could  be  weighed.  A person  called  my  attention  to  ten  persons  collected  about 
a cart,  all  of  them  endeavouring  to  become  the  purchaser  of  the  corn  ; this  occuncd  in  an 
open  space  at  the  entrance  of  the  town.  v . 

201.  Have  you  heard  of  frauds  being  practised  in  consequence  of  the  corn  being  bought 
and  weighed  at  private  stores  ? — I have  heard  complaints  frequently  made. 

202.  Have  you  any  suggestion  you  can  make,  or  any  information  you  can  give  m addition 
to  what  you  have  already  stated  ? — I have  not. 

William  Morgan,  esq.,  examined. 

203.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— I reside  at  Eavan,  and  am  a miller  and  general 

“Ml”  Explain  the  system  of  weighing  com  in  a merchant's  store  ?-The  farmer  sends  in 
sacks  containing  five  bushels  of  corn,  or  sometimes  weighing  fifteen  stone  m weighing 
that  com  the  mfrehant  deducts  one  stone  for  each  draught;  and  although  the  sack  may 
weinh  more  or  less,  they  do  not  deduct  more  than  half  a stone  for  beamage,  and  half  a stone 
for  "empty  sack.  Sometimes  the  farmer  enters  into  a private  arrangement  with  me  to 
deduct  a smaller  allowancefor  beamage  than  seven  pounds,  and  I pay  lnm  a puce  accordingly. 
^ 205  Then  do  you  consider  that  this  deduction  of  beamage  does  not  practically  act 
iniuriouslyto  the  farmer?-!  do  not  think  it  doe.  ; for  if  I am  to  receive  twenty-one  stone 

in%t  byaeir Ifper  names ; to  weigh  the 

four  pound  weight  which  I sometimes  use,  but,  generally  speaking,  I do  not  allow  for  less 
than  seven  pounds.  wheat  was  twenty-one  stone  six  pounds  and  three 

Quarters  for  whaTw eight  would  yon  allow  the  seller  ?-He  would  only  he  paid  for  twenty 
stone  if  ’he  had  only  one  barrel,  but  if  ho  had  more  I would  allow  him  foi  foul  pounds  m 
each  sack  if  there  was  that  number  of  odd  pounds,  hut  nothing  for  an,  loss  quantity  than 

f°  209°  DoS,ou  consider  the  adoption  of  so  heavy  a weight  as  seven  pounds  is  injurious  to 
the  poorer  class  ? — It  is.  „ 

910  Are  there  any  other  charges  except  porterage  . ao. 

Hi!  What  diwyou^ charge  for  porteragi  ?-I  charge  a halfpenny  per  barrel  on  oats,  and 

^“V^fouJppio'veofagenerd  market?-!  would  > it  would  be  a great  benefit 
to  us  all  the  farmers  would  bring  their  corn  to  the  one  locality,  the  buyer  would  go  there 
Md  maki  mS*m  and  in  thil  way  the  custom  of  buying  by  sample  would  be  put  an 
“d  S an-^he  ieSant  save  a penny  a sack,  paid  to  persons  called  whackers  or  brokers 
“a  have  ihe  certainty  of  being  secured  from  the  farmers  breaking  their  contract  when  it 
i^od  Ihetand  rSllIng  to  Inother  party.  The  practice  of  buying  corn  at  the  entrance 
to  the  town  is  very  detrimental  to  the  merchant.  . « T 

213.  Do  you  think  a general  market  could  bo  established  m this  town?— I think  it 

could-  but  it  would  be  requisite  to  have  two  market-days  m each  week. 

214  Would  there  be  any  objection  to  have  sales  m the  market  on  every  day  in  the 
week?-I  do  not  see  any  objection,  but  I think  twice  a week  would  be  sufficient,  and 
would  be  more  convenient  to  the  merchants. 
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215.  Could  you  name  the  quantity  of  corn  sold  in  anv  week  2 T rmil/l  ««+  „ 

SCOT  efotS/ra  t£y •*  l0>00°  “ * W°ek-  1 ba™ S^& 

tw  ^ — - w».mS„,,5. 

‘21 7.  Is  it  your  general  custom  to  use  a four  pound  weight  ?— It  is ; and  I understand  Mr 
M Cann  weighs  with  two  pounds ; but  the  general  practice  is  to  use  only  seven  pounds.  ' 

John  Mullen,  esq.,  examined.  lg 

218.  Where  do  you  reside  ?— In  Navan.  J-  Mullen,  esq. 

general  mmachi/0nI'  ocouPation ? — 1 am  “ postmaster,  and  am,  besides,  a farmer  and 

tl,e  y°“  any  est!on  or  information  yon  would  wish  to  offer  ?— I consider  that  Beferml  to  ta  «ie 

the  want  of  piopei  market  accommodation  is  a serious  loss  to  the  farmer,  more  particularly  £ep°rt'  P-  a4’  “ 
to  the  poorer  classes.  A merchant  said  to  me,  a short  time  ago,  that  he  would  dye  a great  Q' 
t1?el  V know1‘be  formers  as  well  as  the  old  merchants  of  the  town  knew  them,  as  he  tSuld 
then  know  who  weighed  their  corn  at  home,  and  who  did  not,  and  he  would  giye  6 d a 
barrel  more  to  a man  who  had  not  weighed  at  home  ^ 

tha«2iy  wdgltog“‘£3?Uld  1,6  *°  th°  "**»«*?**  » “ald  »»  §» 

222  Are  you  of  opinion  a well-regulated  public  market  would  be  desirable  ’—Most 
undoubtedly;  I would  put  buyer  and  seller  on  an  equality;  I would  protect  both  from 

refused  wh  en^p  “ft™  ‘V  farmfTthe  'voiStt  of  bis  «°m.  and  that  it  should  not  be 
refused  when  equal  to  sample  ; and  I would  secure  to  the  merchant  that  he  should  get  his 
com  equal  to  the  (ample,  and  that  it  should  be  delivered  when  sold,  and  not  allow  the 
faimei  to  re-sell  it  if  he  can  get  one  halfpenny  more  on  his  way  to  the  store. 

Benjamin  Roberts,  esq.,  examined.  19 

223.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Navan.  B.  Roberts,  esq. 

F"* is  J0m'  oceupation? — I am  a general  merchant. 

I 'Vhat  baSl>aen  *-dy stated?-  I cannot. 

997  ■ n!  l°*  T*  tllinA?at  an  ^milition  of  weights  would  be  desirable?— It  would 
227.  Do  you  know  if  there  .are  public  scales  kept  in  this  town?— There  are  not-  but  T 
beheve  some  persons  keep  private  scales,  and  charge  parties  making  use  of  them  ’ 

2S?  P J0U  knoJv  how  those  private  scales  are  conducted?— I do  not 
ls  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures? There  is. 

James  M‘ Lauglin,  esq.,  examined.  2q 

230.  Where  do  you  reside  ?— In  Navan.  J.  M ‘Lauglin,  esq. 

231.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— I am  a miller  and  farmer 

232.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  been  alreadv  stated 9_ I cannot- 

'viti  an  assimflatioa  °f  tie  weisiits  of  «*°**s. 


20. 

J.  M ‘Lauglin,  esq. 


Kells,  October  1,  1852. 

Mr.  Thomas  Farrell  examined. 

235.  Where  do  you  reside  ?— In  the  town  of  Kells. 

236.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a dealer,  farmer,  and  grazier. 

Ho  wi®  y.ou  wel1  ac<luainte(i  with  the  markets  of  this  town?— I am 
238.  Who  is  the  present  owner  of  the  market  ?— Lord  Headfort 

?~“No : tb6y  were  formerIy>  but  the  ooUectio“ °f 
240.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ? — There  is. 

»!•  J?  tke  sa¥  ,of  a11  agricultural  produce  confined  to  the  market-place  ?— It  is 
242.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed  for  the  market  ? Yes. 

tbret%b”fscale'fCi<>II‘  mlmb“  °f  4““  “d  scales  be<m  Prided  ?-Tes,  there  are 
244  Is  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  in  the  market  scales  ?-It  is  not ; the  practice 
“ select  a certain  sack  and  have  it  weighed  in  the  scales,  and  in  rase 

it  is  found  to  be  full  weight,  none  of  the  others  are  weighed,  hut  are  taken  to  bo  correct 
No  corn  is,  however,  weighed  m the  private  stores. 

245.  Is  any  charge  made  for  weighing  ? — Yes,  a penny  per  sack  is  charged. 

WT1?  , ®ystem  °i  weighing  ?— No  less  than  a sack  is  usually  weighed. 

deductions  or  allowances,  in  the  nature  of  beamage  or  allowance,  are  taken 
f.omthe  gross  weight  of  corn,  &c.  ?— One  stone  is  deducted  from  each  barrel  of  oats 
which  weighs  fourteen  stonq  so  that  if  the  sack  and  oats  weigh  fifteen  stone,  the  seller  is 
paid  for  fourteen  stone  ; half  a stone  is  .allowed  for  the  weight  of  the  sack  generally,  but 

BC2 


KELLS, 

1st  October,  1852. 


Mr.  Thomas  Farrell. 
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in  some  cases,  the  tare  of  the  empty  sack  is  taken,  when  it  exceeds  the  weight  of  seven 
pounds;  the  other  half  stone  is  deducted  for  heamage. 

24 S.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  weighing  corn  in  private  stores? — The  smallest 
t weight  used  is  always  seven  pounds ; if  there  were  three  or  four  pounds  more,  the  buyer 
would  allow  it  in  the  other  sacks. 

241).  If  only  one  sack  were  weighed,  might  not  the  seller  lose  six  pounds  three  quarters? 

• — He  might ; but  the  buyer  generally  gives  and  takes. 

250.  Do  you  charge  any  thing  for  porterage  in  your  mill? — I do  not;  the  seller  may 
send  his  own  men  to  unload  and  deposit  his  corn,  or  he  may  employ  any  person  ho  pleases 
to  do  so. 

251.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  wheat? — Twenty  stone. 

252.  Of  oats? — Fourteen  stone. 

253.  Of  barley  ? — Sixteen  stone. 

254.  Of  peas,  vetches,  &c.  ? — Twenty  stone. 

255.  Is  a stone  weight  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds  avoirdupois  ?— It  is ; except 
in  the  case  of  wool,  which  is  calculated  at  sixteen  pounds. 

256.  Does  a hundred-weight  always  consist  of  eight  stones  of  fourteen  pounds  avoir- 
dupois?— It  does. 

257.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter,  and  is  it  sold  by  the  weight  or  by  lump? — There 
is ; and  it  is  always  sold  by  the  weight. 

258.  Is  there  a butter  market  ? — There  is  not. 

259.  Could  you  give  any  calculation  of  the  sales  in  this  town  ? — At  the  heaviest  time 
of  the  year,  I have  often  bought  400  barrels  myself,  but  great  quantities  are  purchased  by 
samples.  I am  sure  that  1,000  barrels  are  sold  in  some  markets. 

260.  What  is  the  principal  produce  sold  in  the  market  ? — Oats. 

261.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  district  ?— There  is. 

262.  How  often  does  he  visit  the  market?— I cannot  say;  the  weights  are  regulated 
every  year ; Mr.  Sadleir  is  the  inspector. 

263.  Have  you  any  further  information  you  can  offer? — The  only  thing  I can  add,  is, 
that  sometimes  eighteen  and  a half  stone  are  put  into  the  sacks  ; the  deduction  for  beam- 
age  and  sack  is  only  one  stone,  and  the  farmer  by  that  means  gets  three  and  a half  stone 
without  any  deduction  for  it. 

264.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  all  corn  sold  and  weighed  in  one  public 
market  all  through  the  country  ? — Some  of  the  farmers  might  object  to  it,  because  they 
have  their  own  scales. 

265.  But  suppose  a poor  man,  who  had  no  scales,  is  he  not  injured  by  sending  his  corn 
into  the  market  unweighed  ? — He  is,  unless  he  can  get  the  use  of  some  person’s  scales. 

266.  Can  you  point  out  any  inconvenience  which  would  arise  from  the  establishment  of 
a public  market  ?— I cannot ; but  I think  it  unnecessary,  as  the  farmers  who  generally 
come  to  the  market  are  very  correct. 

267.  How  are  potatoes  sold  ? — By  twenty  stone. 

268.  Are  they  all  weighed  in  the  public  market?— They  are ; and  the  same  heamage  is 
deducted  from  them  as  for  corn. , 

269.  Would  you  approve  of  an  equalization  of  weights  and  measures  over  the  whole 
county? — I would  think  it  very  desirable ; and  great  confusion  exists  at  present  in  con- 
sequence of  the  diversity  of  them. 

Henry  Coltsman,  esq.,  examined. 

270.  Where  do  you  reside?— I generally  reside  in  Kells,  but  I have  also  a place  near 

this,  called  Castle  Port.  . 

27 1 . What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  the  manager  of  the  Savings’  Bank  in  this  town. 

272.  How  often  is  the  market  in  this  town  held,  and  what  are  the  market-days? — Satur- 
day is  the  only  day  in  the  week  upon  which  the  market  is  held. 

273.  Who  is  the  legal  owner  of  the  market-place? — I believe  the  Marquess  of  Head- 
fort.  He  has  granted  a lease  of  the  house  and  scales  to  a person  of  the  name  of  Rogers. 

•274.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place ?— There  is;  the  sale  of  agricultural  produce  is 
generally  confined  to  the  market. 

275.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed  ?— The  person  who  rents  the  market  from  the 
Marquess  of  Headfort  acts  as  weighmaster.  I cannot  say  whether  he  has  ever  been  sworn. 

276.  What  is  the  charge  for  weighing  corn  ? — One  penny  per  draught,  no  matter  what 
the  weight. 

277.  Are  potatoes  charged  in  the  same  manner?— They  are. 

278.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  the  market? — Seven  pounds,  except  in  butter. 

279.  If  a person  brought  his  sack  of  corn,  without  trimming  and  weighing  at  home,  might 
he  not  lose  ?— He  certainly  might. 

280.  Is  there  any  other  deduction  besides  one  penny  per  draught  for  weighing  ?— No. 

281.  What  deductions  are  made  on  butter?— Four  pounds  per  hundred-weight. 

282.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  this  district  ? — There  is. 

283.  Have  you  heard  of  any  frauds  in  consequence  of  the  corn  being  weighed  in  private 

stores  ? — I have  not.  • . . 

284.  Have  you  any  further  information  which  you  would  wish  to  give  us  ( — I have  not ; 
I do  not  see  how  the  markets  could  be  improved. 

285.  How  many  fairs  are  there  held  in  this  town  during  the  year . — I do  not  know. 

286.  Are  any  tolls  collected  in  these  fairs? — No. 
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Thomcts  Rogers,  Weigh  master,  examined. 

287.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  weighmaster  in  this  town. 

288.  Under  what  patent  is  the  market  held  ? — I do  not  know. 

289.  When  was  the  market  established? — I believe  from  time  immemorial. 

290.  How  often  is  it  held  ? — Every  Saturday. 

291.  Who  is  the  owner  of  the  market? — I hold  under  Lord  Headfort,  who  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  market-place ; he  built  the  market-house,  and  leased  it  to  me. 

292.  What  tolls  or  customs  are  charged? — There  are  none  at  present;  they  were  paid 
formerly  to  the  Corporation,  but  were  abandoned  by  them  in  consequence  of  a strong 
feeling  on  the  subject. 

293.  Have  you  ever  been  appointed  weighmaster? — I was  appointed  to  that  office  by 
Lord  Headfort,  during  the  time  of  the  old  Corjxoration. 

294.  Are  sales  of  agricultural  produce  confined  to  the  market-place? — They  are  not; 
corn  is  frequently  sold  at  private  stores. 

295.  W ere  you  ever  sworn  as  weighmaster,  under  the  4th  Anne,  chap.  14  ? — I never  was. 

296.  Have  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights  been  provided  for  the 
market  ? — Y es ; there  are  three  beams : one  for  corn,  a second  for  meal,  and  a third  for  buttei*. 

297.  Explain  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  market? — Oats,  which  is  the  principal  pro- 
duce sold  in  the  market,  comes  in  there  to  be  sold  either  in  barrels  or  sacks  of  five  bushels ; 
no  charge  is  made  for  standing  in  the  market ; the  buyer  selects  one  sack  and  gets  it 
weighed,  and  takes  the  other  sacks  according  to  the  weight  of  it. 

298.  Have  you  ever  known  any  inconvenience  arise  from  this  practice ? — Yes;  I have 
purchased  corn  and  weighed  one  sack  and  found  it  correct ; I have  weighed  others  of  the 
same  load  and  found  them  deficient  in  weight. 

299.  Is  any  charge  made  for  weighing? — Yes,  one  penny  per  sack;  no  charge  is  made 
on  any  thing  but  what  goes  through  the  market  scales. 

300.  Have  you  known  any  cases  of  fraud  having  occurred  from  all  the  corn  not  being 
Weighed  in  the  market  scales  ? — I have,  several  cases. 

301.  What  are  the  deductions  on  corn  and  potatoes  weighed  in  the  market  scales? — 
One  stone  is  deducted  for  sack  and  beamage  from  every  barrel  of  corn  and  potatoes. 

302.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  the  market  ? — Seven  pounds. 

303.  Suppose  a sack  of  oats  weighed  fifteen  stones  six  pounds  and  three  quarters,  what 
weight  would  the  farmer  be  allowed  ? — He  would  only  be  paid  for  fourteen  stones. 

304.  Do  you  keep  a market  book? — I do  not ; I give  a docket  of  the  weight. 

305.  If  the  seller  lost  the  docket,  and  came  back  to  you  in  two  or  three  days,  could  you 
give  him  a duplicate  ? — I could  not. 

306.  If  the  Government  required  you  to  furnish  them  with  a return  of  the  quantity, 
average  price,  and  amount  of  agricultural  produce  sold  in  your  market,  could  you  do  so  ? — 
I could  not. 

307.  What  quantity  of  corn  is  generally  sold  during  the  week  in  your  town? — I should 
say  about  300  barrels. 

308.  What  is  the  largest  quantity  you  ever  knew  sold  in  a week  ? — About  1,000  barrels. 

309.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  wheat  ? — Twenty  stone. 

310.  What  of  oats? — Fourteen  stone. 

311.  What  of  barley  ? — Sixteen  stone. 

312.  What  of  beans,  peas,  &c.  ? — Twenty  stone. 

313.  What  of  potatoes? — .Twenty  stone. 

314.  Is  a hundred-weight  of  eight  stone  112  pounds? — Yes. 

315.  What  is  the  weight  of  a stone  of  wool? — Sixteen  pounds. 

316.  What  are  the  average  receipts  of  your  weighing  fees? — About  £50  per  annum. 

317.  Do  you  think,  if  a law  was  passed,  providing  a public  market  in  every  town,  with 
sufficient  accommodation  to  weigh  all  the  produce  in  the  public  scales,  and  obliging  all 
agricultural  produce  to  be  sold  and  weighed  there,  would  it  have  a good  effect  ? — I think 
it  would  prevent  fraud. 

318.  Are  the  weights  and  measures  properly  looked  after  and  stamped? — I have  not 
known  any  fraud  to  arise  from  want  of  it. 

319.  Do  you  think  an  assimilation  of  weights  all  over  Ireland  would  be  desirable  ? — I 
think  it  would  be  of  very  great  benefit. 


Trim,  October  2,  1852. 

Mr.  Hugh  Duignan  examined. 

320.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Trim. 

321.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a merchant  and  a farmer. 

322.  Do  you  buy  or  sell  in  the  market? — I principally  sell. 

323.  Under  what  patent  is  this  market  held  ? — I am  not  aware. 

324.  When  was  the  market  established  ? — I believe  from  time  immemorial.  I know  it 
was  in  existence  fifty  years  ago. 

325.  How  often  is  it  held,  and  what  are  the  market-days? — It  is  only  held  once  a week, 
on  Saturday. 

326.  Who  is  the  present  owner  of  the  market? — It  formerly  belonged  to  the  portrieve 
of  the  old  Corporation;  and,  I believe,  the  Town  Commissioners,  as  the  successors  of  the 
old  Corporation,  are  now  entitled  to  it. 
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327.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market? — They  are  not. 

th0  °U  Col'Pora*ion’  to  to.  not  been  col- 

v.??-  4f/(ire  an  ™doso4  market-place  ?— There  is  not.  We  have  no  market-place  or 
honse,  and  tke  greater  portion  of  agricultural  produce  is  sold  in  the  streets.  1 

, a f"rt«Hf*er  been  appointed  ?— No ; there  is  a person  who  assumed  the 
£?“  „ “*  “ ?u“h-  Hf.F“s  not  appointed,  hut  acts  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public.. 
. ® ^eoin  is  weighed  at  different  places  through  the  town.  1 

' , e a sufficient  number  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights  been  provided  ?— No ; the 

are  no  ^mIobcJiSb8  ^ pnVate  pr0Pert^  of  tlie  person  who  acts  as  weiglimaster.  There 
332.  Is  the  weiglimaster  sworn  ? — He  is  not. 

»„  rtf’  18  i1  agricultural  produce  weighed  in  those  scales?— No  ; a great  deal  of  it  is  sold 
‘ t,  merchants,  and  weighed  at  their  private  stores. 

JJJ:  “fto  *!;e  of  weighing  used  in  private  stores?— The  oats,  calculated  at 

SSL?°^r«  ‘ f tot'd.  » put  into  the  scales,  and  one  stone  is  allowed  for  sack  and 
m . 1 1 W^ea*  is  different : the  barrel  is  taken  to  be  usually  twenty  stone  eleven 

p.iiii".!,— I.c",-  for  sack,  seven  pounds,  and  for  boainage,  fonr  pounds. 

*°  5?Jrey  tot  eleven  pounds  is  deducted  from  the  ban-el  of  wheat  for 
alKl  femteen  pounds  from  the  barrel  of  oats  ?— I do 

One  stonl  from  '”a<i0  **  bCamag<!  Ea<*  W *•  borrel  °f  S^f- 

' «!'  mn'f  ? otIlei;  deduction  under  any  other  name ? — I am  not  aware  of  any. 

we^t  faseven  pounds”'  eSt't0‘gllt  "°d  “ in  Priv‘t°  »edes?-The  smallest 

—Height*  the  farmGr  might’ by  tbis  sJstem> in  many  sacks  lose  six  pounds  weight  of  corn? 

on?'  ^ any  charge  made  in  the  private  stores  for  porterage ?—  There  is  not  in  this  town 
JJJ-  J£at  ls„thc  weight  of  a barrel  of  wheat  ?— Twenty  stone. 
o4-.  What  of  oats  ? — Fourteen  stone. 

343.  What  of  barley? — Sixteen  stone. 

344.  What  of  potatoes,  peas,  beans,  &c.  ?— Twenty  stone. 

34o.  Is  a stone  weight  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds  avoirdupois  ?— It  is,  except 
in  the  case  of  wool,  which  is  sixteen  pounds.  p 

It  does  1)068  a lumdred‘weigbt  always  consist  of  eight  stone,  weighing  1 1 2 pounds  ?— 

347 . Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter  ? — There  is  not. 

348.  Is  butter  sold  by  the  weight  or  lump  ?_ By  weight. 

349.  Can  you  state  what  is  the  amount  of  the  sales  in  this  market?— I cannot:  in  the 
heaviest  time  of  the  year  200  barrels  of  oats  have  been  sold  in  the  market,  but  I cannot 
state  the  average  amount  of  the  sales. 

350.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  ?— There  is. 

Sol.  How  often  does  he  visit  the  market?— I cannot  say;  he  has  a deputy,  who  is 
generally  on  the  spot.  J 

3o2.  Have  you  known  of  any  frauds,  in  consequence  of  grain,  &c.,  not  being  sold  in  the 
puoiic  market  c — frequently. 

3 j3.  Have  you  -any  thing  in  addition  to  what  you  have  already  stated  to  suggest  as  to  the 
management  and  improvement  of  the  market  ?— Great  inconvenience  arises  to  persons 
attendmg  sales  for  want  of  a public  market-place.  I frequently  suggested  the  benefit 
n ans.e  prom  to  the  old  Corporation,  but  no  person  was  willing  to  take  the 

1 „!e  estahlishing  one  ; besides  which,  they  had  not  sufficient  funds  for  that  purpose. 

.504.  Do  you  conceive  that  a regular  public  market-house  or  place,  where  all  agricultural 
—Undoubtedly  °6  S°  ^ ^ weigbed’  with  a smaU  charge,  would  be  beneficial  to  the  public? 

355.  Do  you  think  the  merchants  could  object  to  such  an  arrangement  ? — I do  not  think 
tney  would  have  any  reason,  if  all  persons  were  put  upon  an  equality. 


25. 

N.  P.  Newnan,  esq. 


Neville  P.  Neuman,  esq.,  examined. 

356.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Trim. 

357.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a private  gentleman. 

f ® J-  4re  y°u  Principally  a buyer  or  seller  in  the  market  ? — I only  purchase  for  my  own  use 
. 653 ■ You  have  heard  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Duignan;  do  you  concur  in  it?— I do  excent 
m some  particulars.  1 

360.  Will  you  state  in. what  particulars  you  differ  from  him?— I believe  the  Wellesley 
family  are  entitled  to  the  patent  of  the  market,  and  that  it  is  now  vested  in  the  Earl  of 
Mormngton.  An  application  was  made,  some  time  ago,  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  alter  the 
(lay  upon  which  the  market  was  held,  and  it  was  found  that  considerable  expense  would  be 
Attorney  HeneSl”^  ^ sanction  of  the  patentee,  and  in  procuring  the  approval  of  the, 

never  seen  it  occas*on’  did  you  get  a copy  of  the  patent? — I do  not  know;  I have. 

°f  co,lducting  sales  in  Private  stores  correctly  stated  by  Mr.  Duig- 
nan— i think  it  is,  generally  speaking;  but  I am  aware  that  some  millers  have  adopto 
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the  practice  of  weighing  the  corn,  and  afterwards  talcing  the  tare  of  the  sack,  and  paving 
lor  the  exact  weight  of  the  corn  delivered  to  them ; this  practice  has  given  very  great  satis- 
faction to  sellers.  J 

J68;  Do  you  think  the  establishment  of  such  a practice,  generally,  would  be  desirable? 
—I  think  it  would  be  most  desirable  for  all  parties,  to  call  things  by  their  proper  names,  to 
weV>h  the  sack  to  the  one  pound,  and  pay  according  to  the  weight  of  the  corn  delivered. 

, . ; 70u  conceive  that  an  assimilation  of  weights  throughout  the  country  would  be 

desirable  ? — I think  it  would. 

; 3®5-  H‘ave  y°u  heard  of  any  frauds  having  been  practised  in  consequence  of  the  agricul- 
tural produce  being  sold  in  private  stores  ? — I have ; very  frequent  cases  of  fraud  have 
occurred.  I think  such  would  bo  avoided  by  having  public  weights  and  scales,  at  which 
all  agricultural  produce  should  be  weighed ; and,  1 may  add,  that  a committee  has  been 
appointed  for  getting  a convenient  site  for  a public  market-house,  but  sufficient  funds  are 
wanting. 

366.  Do  you  conceive  that  using  a seven-pound  weight  as  the  minimum  weight  operates 
injuriously  to  the  farmer  ? — I am  sure  it  does. 

367.  If  a sack  of  wheat  weighed  twenty-one  stone  six  pounds,  for  what  quantity  of  corn 
would  the  seller  be  paid  ? — Generally,  for  twenty  stone. 

368.  If  a public  market,  such  as  you  have  suggested,  were  established,  do  you  think  it’ 

would  be  desirable  to  make  it  compulsory  on  all  sellers  and  buyers  to  sell  and  weigh  all 
agricultural  produce  in  such  market  ? — I think  it  would.  There  is  a great  want  of  market 
accommodation  in  this  town,  and  every  thing  in  the  market  ought  to  be  under  the  inspec- 
tion of  some  respectable  person.  1 

. 3^9.  Can  you  state  the  greatest  amount  of  agricultural  produce  sold  in  this  town  on  a 
single  day?  Not  with  perfect  accuracy;  but  I believe  2,000  barrels  of  corn  have  been  sold 
in  one  day.  This  town  has  become  a great  market  for  oats,  which  is  the  principal  produce 
of  this  country. 

Mr.  James  Sandford  examined, 

370.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Trim. 

371.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a general  dealer,  and  I also  act  as  weighmaster. 

372.  Have  you  ever  been  appointed  weighmaster  of  this  market  ? — I have  never  received 
any  regular  appointment. 

373.  Are  you  accountable  to  any  person,  or  do  you  render  an  account  to  any  one  ? — I 
am  not ; I have  never  accounted  to  any  one. 

374.  Have  you  been  sworn  under  4th  Anne,  c.  14  ? — I have  not. 

375..  Explain  the  system  of  weighing  in  your  scales? — A barrel  of  oats,  or  other  grain, 
is  put  into  the  scales,  and  one  stone  is  deducted  for  every  draught,  being  seven  pounds  for 
sack  and  seven  pounds  for  beamage. 

376.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  your  scales  ? — Seven  pounds ; but  if  I found  one 
sack  light  and  another  heavy,  I would  give  and  take,  but  I should  have  to  guess  at  the 
weights,  and  my  doing  so  is  discretionary  with  me. 

377.  Is  there  any  other  deduction  made? — There  is;  Id.  per  draught  for  weighing  is 
charged  by  me,  except  in  the  case  of  butter,  for  which  I charge  Id.  per  draught. 

378.  Do  you  weigh  meal  with  a smaller  weight  than  seven  pounds? — We  weigh  meal 
nett,  and  there  is  no  deduction. 

379.  What  deduction  do  you  make  in  weighing  butter  ? — Four  pounds  for  every  hundred- 
weight. 

380.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  this  town  weighed  in  your  scales  ? — Not  one 
twenty-fifth  part  of  it. 

381.  Do  you  keep  any  book  in  which  you  enter  the  quantity,  average  price,  and  amount 
of  agricultural  produce  weighed  in  your  scales  ? — I do  not ; but  I give  a docket  to  the 
seller. 

382.  If  Government  were  to  require  you  to  furnish  them  with  a statistical  account  of 
Such  sales,  with  average  price,  and  amount,  could  you  do  so  ? — I could  not. 

383.  Do  you  keep  a copy  of  the  docket  you  give  to  the  seller  ? — I do  not. 

384.  If  the  seller  lost  his  docket  could  you  supply  him  with  a copy  of  it  ? — I could  not. 

385.  Have  you  heard  of  any  complaints  having  been  made  of  frauds  practised  in  weighing 
agricultural  produce  in  private  stores? — Very  frequently. 

386.  Could  you  give  any  estimate  of  the  amount  of  agricultural  produce  sold  in  this 
town  on  one  day  ? — I could  not. 

387;  How  often  do  you  get  your  scales  adjusted? — Once  every  year,  regularly,  but 
sometimes  oftener,  by  a person  who  resides  in  this  town. 

388.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  all  agricultural  produce  sold  and 
weighed  in  one  public  market? — I think  it  would  ; although  such  might  be  very  injurious 
to  myself. 

389.  What  amount  is  received  by  you  yearly  for  weighing? — About  £12. 

390.  Have  you  any  thing  to  suggest  in  addition  to  what  you  have  already  stated  ? — No  ; 
except  that  in  future  I will  keep  a registry  of  the  sales,  their  price  aud  amount. 

Michael  Odlam,  esq.,  examined. 

391.  Where  do  you  reside? — At  New  Haggard  Mills,  near  this  town. 

392.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a miller. 
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393.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  which  has  been  given;  do  you  agree  with  it? — I do  ; 
but  not  altogether. 

394.  Will  you  explain  the  system  of  selling  and  weighing  adopted  in  your  mill  ? — When 
I came  here,  about  five  years  ago,  I disapproved  of  the  system  adopted  of  making  a deduc- 
tion for  beamage  and  sack  from  every  barrel  of  wheat  weighed,  as  I thought  the  farmer 
laboured  under  great  disadvantages ; accordingly,  I adopted  the  system  of  invariably 
taring  their  sacks,  entering  the  gross  weight  of  each  sack,  to  the  one  pound,  and  deducting 
the  aggregate  weight  of  the  empty  sacks,  and  four  pounds  per  barrel  beamage,  from  the 
total  weight  of  the  wheat,  and  paying  for  the  weight  which  remained  after  such  deduction. 

395.  Do  you  think  that  this  system  was  beneficial  to  the  farmers? — 1 do  ; in  most  cases 
they  gained  by  it,  and  I know  that  it  gave  general  satisfaction. 

396.  Why  should  you  charge  any  beamage  ? — It  is  the  custom,  and  I therefore  do  so ; 
but  I should  just  as  soon  charge  no  beamage  arid  pay  accordingly. 

397.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  establish  a general  market  in  which  all 
agricultural  produce  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I think  it  would  be  very  desirable. 

398.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  porterage  ? — No ; we  keep  men  to  unload  the  wheat 
without  any  expense  to  the  seller. 

399.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  by  you  ?— One  pound. 

400.  What  do  the  sacks  generally  weigh  ? — From  seven  pounds  to  nine  pounds. 

401.  If  the  farmer  did  not  weigh  and  trim  his  sacks  at  home  he  would  derive  benefit 
from  the  system  you  adopt  ? — He  would  ; but  I must  say  the  farmers  are  not  sufficiently 
alive  to  their  own  advantages,  as  some  of  them  would  rather  sell  for  1 d.  per  barrel  more  than 
avail  themselves  of  our  system. 

402.  Do  you  tlrink  an  assimilation  of  weights  through  the  entire  country  would  he 
advantageous  ? — I do. 

403.  Could  you  give  us  any  idea  of  the  quantity  sold  in  this  town  in  a day  ? — I could 
not ; I purchase  wheat  alone,  and  buy  40,000  barrels  yearly.  I shall  be  happy  to  give 
you  at  any  future  time  any  further  information  you  require. 

404.  In  selling  flour  do  you  allow  any  beamage  ? — I do  not. 

405.  How  do  you  weigh  your  sacks  in  selling  flour  ? — I put  twenty  or  thirty  of  them 
in  a scale,  and  strike  a balance  on  the  aggregate  weight, 

Patrick  Kennedy,  esq.,  examined. 

406.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  the  town  of  Trim. 

407.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  the  proprietor  of  the  Trim  mills,  and  am  a grazier 
besides. 

408.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated  ? — Nothing ; 
except  that  I concur  with  Mr.  Odlam  in  every  thing  he  has  stated,  although  1 do  not  adopt 
the  same  system. 

Henry  Parsons,  esq.,  examined. 

409.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Trim. 

4 1 0.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I was  the  late  town  clerk. 

411.  Can  you  tell  who  is  the  patentee  of  the  market? — I cannot. 

412.  Did  the  old  Corporation  collect  tolls? — They  did;  they  were  received  by  the  portrieve. 

Mr.  George  Mooney  examined. 

413.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Trim. 

414.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a schoolmaster  and  farmer. 

415.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  stated  ? — I should 
wish  to  suggest  that  the  quality  of  the  butter  sold  is  very  bad,  as  one-sixteenth  of  it  consists 
of  water,  and  that  some  means  should  be  afforded  for  making  the  parties  guilty  of  the  fraud 
amenable  to  justice.  I think  the  present  general  system  of  weighing  agricultural  produce 
is  a great  injustice  to  the  farmer. 

Mr.  Richard  Hughes  examined. 

416.  Where  do  you  reside? — At  Ratlimolyon. 

417.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a farmer. 

418.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  we  have  already  heard  ? Yes ; I have 

found  the  system  of  weighing  in  this  town  so  very  injurious  to  the  farmer,  that  I never  send 
my  corn  to  be  sold  here,  but  1 frequently  send  it  to  Drogheda,  and  have  it  sold  at  the  same 
price  I would  get  here,  sooner  than  run  the  risk  of  the  frauds  which  are  practised  here. 
Upon  one  occasion  I found  a seven  pound  weight  fastened  upon  the  side  of  the  beam  in 
which  the  weights  were  put  employed  in  weighing  my  oats,  and  consequently  lost  seven 
pounds  on  every  sack,  independent  of  the  beamage  allowance  made  on  it.  I conceive 
the  present  system  most  injurious  to  the  farmer,  and  wholesale  robbery  is  practised 
whenever  it  is  submitted  to.  I quite  agree  that  there  should  be  a public  market,  with  proper 
accommodation,  and  a sworn  weigbmaster,  who  would  act  fairly  between  man  and  man. 
There  is  not  a worse  arranged  market  in  this  country  than  this;  1 hope  it  will  be  put  upon 
a better  footing. 
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Naas,  October  4,  1852. 

Daniel  Tracy  examined. 

419.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— I am  weighmaster  of  the  potato  market  in  Naas. 

420.  Can  you  state  under  what  patent  the  market  is  held  ? — The  old  Corporation  of  Naas 
were  the  patentees  of  the  market.  The  Corporation  became  extinct  in  1841.  No  Town 
Commissioners  have  been  appointed,  and  the  matter  remains  in  the  same  position  it  was 
ever  since.  The  trustees  of  the  old  Corporation  are  now  the  owners  of  the  market. 

421.  When  was  the  market  established? — From  time  immemorial. 

422.  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market-days? — Twice  a week; 
upon  every  Monday  and  Thursday. 

423.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market-place? — No;  the  collection  of  tolls  was  abandoned  in 
1841,  and  none  are  now  collected. 

424.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  for  potatoes  ? — There  is,  but  there  is  no  market- 
house. 

425.  Is  the  sale  of  potatoes  confined  to  that  market-place? — It  is  not. 

426.  Have  you  been  sworn  under  the  4th  Anne,  c.  14? — I have. 

427.  Have  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights  been  provided? — Yes. 

428.  Are  all  potatoes  sold  in  the  town  weighed  in  the  market  scales  ? — They  generally  are. 

429.  Give  a list  of  your  charges. — I charge  for  weighing  and  porterage  2d.  per  sack  of 
potatoes,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  quantity  or  weight. 

430.  Is  any  other  charge  made  in  your  market? — No,  there  is  not;  the  2d.  covers  all 
charges. 

431.  A market  note  of  yours  is  in  our  possession,  in  which  you  charge  4 d.  per  barrel  for 
weighing,  &c.,  potatoes;  how  do  you  account  for  that? — I cannot  account  for  it. 

432.  The  quantity  sold  was  three  barrels  and  eleven  stone,  and  for  that  you  charged 
Is.  4 d. — I cannot  account  for  it;  but  if  I saw  the  note,  perhaps  I might  be  able  to  explain  it. 
I never  charge  more  than  2d. 

433.  If  there  was  only  one-fourth  of  a barrel  in  the  sack,  what  would  you  charge  for 
porterage  and  weighing? — I would  only  charge  Id.  It  is  discretionary  with  me  to  make 
the  smaller  charge.  The  custom  has  been  to  make  the  foregoing  charges : but  I never 
exceed  2d.,  whatever  the  weight  is. 

434.  Suppose  a person  sends  his  own  servants  to  unload  and  weigh  his  potatoes,  would 
he  be  obliged  to  pay  those  charges? — He  would;  I employ  the  porters,  and  would  not  allow 
his  servants  to  take  them  off  the  cart. 

435.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  by  you  in  weighing  potatoes? — Seven  pounds. 

436.  Do  you  take  the  weight  from  standing  beam? — I do  not;  I do  not  consider  it  is 
weight  unless  the  scale  strikes  the  ground  three  times. 

437.  What  weight  does  it  take  to  bring  the  scale  from  standing  weight  down  to  the 
ground  ? — I believe  about  two  pounds. 

438.  If  a farmer  did  not  weigh  and  trim  his  sacks  at  home,  he  might  lose  six  pounds  by 
reason  of  your  not  employing  a lesser  weight  than  seven  pounds,  might  he  not  ? — No,  for  I 
adopt  the  plan  to  give  and  take.  If  one  bag  be  light  and  the  others  heavy,  I set  the  one 
off  against  the  other. 

439.  How  can  you  ascertain  the  proper  weight  to  give  or  to  take  if  you  do  not  weigh 
exactly  ? — I make  a guess  at  it. 

440.  Do  you  make  any  other  deduction  in  weighing  potatoes? — I deduct  one  stone  for 
the  weight  of  the  sack  and  beamage. 

441.  Is  there  any  other  deduction  made  in  weighing  ? — No,  there  is  not;  no  matter  what 
may  be  the  weight  of  the  sack,  I only  deduct  one  stone- 

442.  Suppose  the  gross  weight  of  a sack  were  twenty-one  stone  six  pounds,  for  what 
weight  would  the  farmer  be  paid  ? — He  would  only  be  paid  for  twenty  stone. 

443.  Are  you  aware  that  a penalty  is  attached  to  making  any  charge  for  weighing 
potatoes? — I am  not;  during  the  time  I held  the  office  of  weighmaster,  under  the  old  Cor- 
poration, 1 received  a salary  for  discharging  the  duties  of  weighmaster,  and  made  no  charge 
for  weighing  potatoes,  but  since  my  salary  was  withdrawn,  I have  always  made  the  charges 
I have  stated. 

444.  Suppose  the  weight  of  the  sack  to  be  only  five  pounds,  would  you  deduct  one  1 
stone  ? — I would. 

445.  How  often  do  you  get  your  weights  adjusted  ? — Every  time  Mr.  Connolly  comes  into 
the  town  for  that  purpose,  but  generally  once  a year. 

446.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  potatoes  ? — Twenty  stone. 

447.  Is  a stone  weight  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdupois? — It  is. 

448.  Does  a hundred-weight  always  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds  ? — It  does. 

449.  Who  was  it  fixed  the  scale  of  charges  you  collect  ? — I charged  them  myself  after 
the  old  Corporation  went  out  of  office.  I was  recommended  to  hold  the  situation  of  weigh- 
master, in  the  hope  something  might  be  done  for  me. 

450.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  gross  receipts  of  your  office? — Very  little  more  than 
sufficient  to  pay  the  poor  rates,  which  I am  obliged  to  pay  myself.  It  is  not  more  than 
£10  per  annum,  on  an  average. 

451.  Who  is  it  pays  the  porters? — I receive  1<7.  upon  each  barrel,  and  I give  the 
sum  received  for  porterage  to  one  porter  employed  by  me,  and  he  pays  the  other  two  porters. 

452.  Are  porters  always  employed? — They  are,  and  have  been  for  the  last  fifteen  years. 

D 


NAAS, ' 

Hh  October,  185U. 
Daniel  Tracy. 
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James  Halfpenny. 


453;  Do  you  keep  a book  in  which  you  enter  the  weight,  price,  and  amount,  with  the 
names  of  the  buyer  and  seller  ? — I do  not ; I keep  a book,  but  I only  enter  in  it  the  name 
of  the  seller,  with  the  gross  weight — [ Produced,  his  hook. ] 

454.  Suppose  Government  required  you  to  give  them  the  statistics  of  your  market,  the 
quantity,  average  price,  and  amount,  sold  in  your  market,  could  you  do  so  ? — I could  not, 
except  from  recollection. 

455.  Do  you  give  a docket  to  the  seller? — I do. 

456.  Could  you,  in  case  that  docket  was  lost,  furnish  a duplicate  of  it? — I could  not. 

457.  Have  you  heard  of  any  complaints  having  been  made  of  the  management  and 
arrangement  of  your  market  ? — I have  not. 


James  Halfpenny  examined. 

458.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— I am  clerk  and  weighmaster  in  the  corn  market. 

459.  Have  you  been  sworn  as  weighmaster  under  the  4th  Anne,  c.  14  ? — I was  sworn 
as  weighmaster  by  the  old  Corporation. 

460.  By  whom  were  you  appointed  weighmaster  ? — I was  appointed  by  the  old  Corpora- 
tion. 

461.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  is  the  market  held  ? — I do  not  know. 

462.  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market-days  ? — Twice  a week,  on 
Monday  and  Thursday. 

463.  Who  is  the  owner  of  the  market  ? — I do  not  know ; the  successors  of  the  old 
Corporation,  whoever  they  are. 

464.  Are  any  tolls  or  customs  paid  in  this  market? — No,  and  have  not  been  for  some  time. 

465.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ? — There  is  not,  there  is  a market-house. 

466.  Is  the  sale  of  corn  confined  to  this  market-place  ? — No,  it  is  sold  about  the  town, 
in  the  streets. 

467.  Have  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights  been  provided? — Yes, 
there  are  two  beams,  but  no  weigh-bridge. 

468.  Is  all  the  corn  sold  in  the  town  weighed  in  the  market  scales  ?— No,  it  is  not. 

469.  Can  you  state  what  proportion  of  the  corn  sold  in  the  town  is  weighed  in  your 
scales  ? — I should  say  about  two-thirds  of  the  entire  quantity  sold. 

470.  Can  you  state  why  all  the  corn  sold  is  not  weighed  in  your  scales? — I cannot. 

471.  Give  a list  of  the  charges  you  make  for  weighing  corn. — I charge  2d.  per  sack, 
for  weighing  and  porterage,  irrespective  of  the  weight  of  the  sack. 

472.  Is  any  other  charge  made  by  you? — No. 

473.  Suppose  a farmer  sent  his  own  servant  to  unload  his  carts  and  weigh  his  corn, 
would  you  charge  for  porterage  ? — I would ; I always  charge  for  porterage. 

474.  What  is  the  greatest  number  of  barrels  you  ever  have  sold  in  a day  in  the  market  ? — 
I should  say  300  barrels  have  been  sold  in  one  day. 

475.  What  was  the  greatest  number  of  sacks  you  ever  knew  to  be  sold  in  one  day  ? — 
I should  say  about  200  sacks. 

476.  How  many  porters  are  employed  in  the  market? — Three. 

477.  Would  not  Id.  per  sack,  upon  200  sacks,  be  much  more  than  sufficient  to  pay 
three  porters  ? — It  would,  but  I do  not  weigh  200  sacks  every  day ; on  an  average,  it  would 
not  more  than  pay  them. 

478.  How  long  have  these  porters  been  employed  ? — They  have  been  employed  for  the 
last  fifteen  years. 

479.  Is  there  any  deductions  from  the  gross  weight  made  by  you  in  weighing? — Yes,  I 
deduct  seven  pounds  for  the  weight  of  each  sack,  and  two  pounds  per  barrel  beamage. 

480.  Do  you  make  this  deduction,  irrespective  of  the  weight  of  the  sack  ? — I do. . 

481.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  by  you  in  weighing  a load  of  corn  in  your 
scales  ? — Seven  pounds. 

482.  How  do  you  determine  when  a sack  of  corn  is  weight  ? — The  sack  of  corn  must 
strike  three  times  against  the  ground. 

483.  If  less  than  seven  pounds  were  in  the  sack,  would  you  take  it  into  account  ? — I 
would  not. 

484.  Who  keeps  the  market-house  in  repair  ?— I do  ; and  I pay  rent  for  it  to  the  trustees 
of  the  Corporation. 

485.  What  rent  do  you  pay  ? — I pay  £26  per  annum. 

486.  What  are  your  gross  receipts  for  weighing? — I cannot  exactly  state;  but  I should 
say  it  was  worth  to  me  about  £20  per  annum. 

487.  Do  you  receive  the  amount  paid  for  porterage  ? — I do. 

488.  How  do  you  apply  it? — I pay  one  porter  all  I get  for  porterage,  and  he  pays  two 
other  men  for  discharging  the  duties  of  porters.  I have  nothing  on  weighing  but  1 d.  per 


Baca. 

489.  Do  you  keep  a book  in  which  you  enter  the  quantity,  price,  and  amount  sold,  with 
the  names  of  the  buyer  and  seller  ? — I keep  a book  of  the  sales. 

490.  Have  you  that  book? — I have  not,  but  I will  send  for  it. 

491.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  wheat? — Twenty  stone. 

492.  What  of  a barrel  of  oats  ? — Fourteen  stone. 

493.  What  of  barley  ? — Sixteen  stone. 

494.  What  of  peas,  beans,  and  other  grain? — Twenty  stone. 

495.  Is  a stone  weight  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdupois? — It  is, 
except  in  the  case  of  wool,  which  is  calculated  at  sixteen  pounds. 
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496.  Does  a hundred- weight  always  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds  ? — It  does. 

497.  How  often  do  you  get  your  weights  adjusted  ? — Whenever  Mr.  Connolly  conies 
down  to  the  market ; generally  once  a year. 

498.  How  many  thousand  ban-els  of  corn  do  you  weigh  in  the  year  ? — About  8,000  ; 
and  I should  say  there  were  about  12,000  weighed  altogether  in  the  town. 

499.  Do  you  only  charge  for  the  sacks  you  weigh  ? — Yes ; if  a man  weighs  only  one 
sack  of  his  load,  I charge  him  for  all— f The  witness  produced  his  book.~\ 

500.  If  Government  required  information  as  to  the  quantity  of  corn  weighed  by  you,  the 
average  price  of  it,  and  amount,  could  you  give  them  such  information  ? — I could  not. 

501.  What  weight  is  required  to  bring  the  scale  from  standing  beam  down  to  the 
ground  ? — I should  say  about  two  pounds. 

502.  What  distance  are  the  scales  from  the  ground  ? — I should  say  about  nine  inches. . 

508.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  made  as  to  the  system  of  weighing  adopted  in 

your  market  ? — I have  not ; it  is  a very  fair  system  of  weighing,  and  I would  not  allow 
any  injustice  to  be  done. 

504.  You  give  the  seller  a docket  of  the  weight  of  his  corn ; if  he  lost  that  docket  could 
you  supply  him  with  a duplicate  of  it  ? — I could  not. 

Mr.  Patrick  Farrell  examined. 

505.  What  is  your  occupation? — I arfi  a shopkeeper  in  the  town  of  Naas,  and  a farmer. 

506.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  which  has  been  given;  do  you  concur  with  it? — I do 
not. 

507.  In  what  particulars  do  you  dissent  from  it  ?— I disagree  with  the  greater  part  of 
what  has  been  told  you  about  porterage ; I have  known  many  instances  in  which  farmers 
have  been  obliged  to  pay  2 d.  to  porters  who  frequent  the  market,  and  drag  their  sacks 
from  off  their  carts,  in  addition  to  the  2d.  always  charged  by  the  weighmaster  for 
weighing  and  porterage.  There  are  five  or  six  of  those  porters  attending  the  market,  and 
mulcting  the  farmer  to  the  amount  of  4 d.  or  6 d.  per  load,  in  addition  to  the  charges 
mentioned. 

508.  Are  there  a sufficient  number  of  porters  in  the  market? — There  are  not;  for  some 
time  none  have  been  employed  by  the  weighmaster,  and  it  was  only  this  day  that  they 
were  again  employed. 

509.  In  point  of  fact  the  charge  of  2d.  is  for  weighing  only  ? — It  is. 

510.  Have  sufficient  scales  and  weights  been  provided  in  the  market? — No,  there  are 
only  two  pair  of  scales,  and  one  of  them  is  a very  small  one,  only  capable  of  weighing 
small  bags. 

511.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  as  to  the  management  and  arrangement  of  the 
market? — Yes,  the  farmer  complains  that  very  great  delay  takes  place  in  weighing  his 
corn,  and  that  the  charge  for  weighing  and  porterage  is  enormous ; they  often  pay  id.  per 
barrel. 

512.  What  is  the  principal  produce  of  this  country  ? — Oats. 

513.  Are  any  other  deductions  made  in  weighing  than  those  mentioned? — No,  there 
are  no  deductions  but  nine  pounds  for  sack  and  beamage. 

514.  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  the  effect  of  establishing  a general  market  for 
weighing  all  agricultural  produce,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  and  an  efficient  staff,  at 
a small  and  regular  charge? — I think  it  would  be  a very  great  benefit  to  the  country 
generally  if  all  parties  were  thus  put  upon  an  equality. 

515.  Would  an  assimilation  of  weights  all  through  the  country  be  beneficial? — It  would 
be  a great  advantage  to  all  parties. 

516.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  you  have  already  stated  ? — Yes  ; the 
merchant  suffers  much  inconvenience  from  the  system  of  forestalling  which  prevails  in  this 
town.  There  is  scarcely  a worse  managed  market  in  this  country. 

5 1 7.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  farmer  loses  by  reason  of  seven  pounds  being  the 
minimum  weight  used  in  weighing  corn  ? — I think  he  does. 

518.  What  fairs  are  held  in  this  town? — There  are  thirteen  fairs  held  in  the  year;  two 
are  held  in  the  month  of  May ; they  are  confined  to  one  portion  of  the  town,  and  the 
accommodation  is  quite  insufficient,  and  the  arrangement  very  bad.  There  are  no  tolls 
collected  now  at  the  fairs. 

James  Murphy,  esq.,  examined. 

519.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Naas. 

520.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a merchant. 

52 1 . Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  stated^.  The  site 
of  the  market  is  most  inconvenient,  the  accommodation  is  quite  insufficient,  and  there  is  a 
.■strong  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  at  the  manner  in  which  things  are  carried  on. 

522.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  in  which  all  agricultural  produce 

sold  in  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed,  under  the  care  of  a responsible  weighmaster, 
■ with  a sufficient  staff? — I consider  such  an  arrangement  would  be  most  desirable,  and  is 
much  wanted.  , 

523.  Do  you  think  that  an  assimilation  of  the  weights  and  measures  ail  tnrougn  tne 

country  would  be  beneficial  ? — Ido.  . 

524.  In  the  event  of  a General  Market  Act,  do  you  think  sufficient  accommodation 
could  be  obtained  in  .this  town? — I think  it  could. 


NAAS, 

4 th  October,  18D2. 

~3S. 

James  Halfpenny. 


34. 

Mr.  Patrick  Farrell. 


35 

James  Murphy,  esij. 
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James  Murpliy,  esq. 

36. 

Doctor  Hayes. 


37. 

Mr.  Richard  Tracy. 


525.  Do  you  think  you  would  get  commissioners  to  superintend  the  management  of  it  ? — 
I think  we  could. 

526.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  district  ? — There  is. 

Dr.  Hayes  examined. 

527.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  the  town  of  Naas. 

528.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated? — Yes; 
great  improvement  might  be  made  in  the  fowl  market ; the  system  of  forestalling  prevails 
in  it  to  a very  inconvenient  extent.  The  mode  of  selling  turf  also  is  very  irregular,  and 
productive  of  great  fraud,  as  the  turf  is  made  up  in  loads,  in  every  way  calculated  to  cheat 
the  public.  The  meat  is  brought  into  the  market,  by  the  country  butchers,  in  a disgraceful 
state,  and  no  person  can  take  any  notice  of  it,  as  there  are  no  Town  Commissioners  ; I may 
add,  all  the  market  arrangements  in  this  town  are  most  inconvenient  and  deficient,  and  we 
are  greatly  in  want  of  a thorough  reform.  In  fact,  the  present  system  is  so  much  com- 
plained of,  by  both  the  merchants  and  farmers,  that  a subscription  has  been  opened  in  the 
town  to  build  a proper  market  house ; and  we  intended  providing  accommodation,  in  one 
place,  for  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce,  instead  of  several  markets,  as  at  present. 
We  have  no  system,  no  supervision,  and  no  proper  arrangements.  A general  market,  such 
as  has  been  recommended  by  a previous  witness,  would  bo  of  great  advantage  to  all  classes, 
both  buyers  and  sellers,  and  put  a stop  to  many  frauds  and  much  extortion,  practised  at 
present. 

Mr.  Richard  Tracey  examined. 

529.  What  is  your  occupation — I am  weighmaster  of  the  butter  market  in  this  town. 

530.  By  whom  were  you  appointed  weighmaster  ? — By  the  old  Corporation. 

531.  Were  you  ever  sworn  by  the  old  Corporation? — I was. 

532.  Are  any  tolls  charged  in  the  butter  market  ? — There  are  not. 

533.  What  charges  are  made  by  you  for  weighing  butter? — When  the  weight  of  the 
butter  is  under  seven  pounds  I charge  id.  for  weighing  it ; when  over  seven  pounds  and 
under  fourteen  pounds  I charge  Id.;  when  over  fourteen  pounds  and  under  fifty-six  pounds 
I charge  2d. ; when  over  fifty-six  pounds  I charge  3d. 

534.  Is  any  other  charge  made  by  you  for  weighing  butter? — There  is  not. 

535.  What  deductions  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  butter  weighed  are  made  by  you  ? — 
If  the  gross  weight  be  under  seven  pounds  I deduct  two  ounces ; if  over  seven  pounds  and 
under  ten  pounds  I deduct  one  quarter  pound ; if  over  ten  pounds  and  under  fourteen 
pounds  I deduct  half  a pound ; if  over  fourteen  pounds  and  under  twenty-eight  pounds  I 
deduct  one  pound ; if  over  twenty-eight  pounds  and  under  fifty-six  pounds  1 deduct  two 
pounds;  if  over  fifty-six  pounds  and  under  112  pounds  I deduct  four  pounds. 

536.  Do  you  weigh  butter  at  standing  beam,  or  down  to  the  ground? — At  standing 
beam. 

537.  Is  there  any  other  deduction? — There  is  not. 

538.  Do  you  keep  a book  of  the  quantity  sold  by  you,  average  price  and  amount,  with 
the  names  of  the  buyer  and  seller? — I do  not  keep  any  book. 

539.  Do  you  give  a docket  to  the  seller  ? — Not  unless  he  asks  me  for  it. 

540.  Are  you  answerable  for  your  management  of  the  market  to  any  person  ? — I am  not, 
except  I commit  a mistake,  when  I am  liable  to  the  buyer  or  seller. 

541.  What  distance  are  the  scales  from  the  ground? — They  are  on  a table,  and  the 
scale  is  distant  from  it  about  nine  inches. 


KILCULLEX, 
4th  October,  1802. 


Mr.  Daniel  Brennan. 


Kilcullen,  October  4,  1852. 

Mr.  Daniel  Brennan  examined. 

542.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a shopkeeper  in  the  town  of  Kilcullen. 

543.  Do  you  principally  sell  or  buy  in  the  market  ? — I chiefly  sell 

544.  What  is  the  date  of  the  patent  under  which  the  market  is  held  ? — I do  not  know. 

545.  When  was  the  present  market  established? — 1 believe  about  1794. 

546.  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market-days? — Once  a week; 
every  Saturday. 

547.  Who  is  the  present  owner  of  the  market  ? — I do  not  know ; I believe  Mr.  Lewis  is 
the  principal  proprietor  of  the  town. 

548.  Are  any  tolls  paid  in  the  market  ?— No ; I never  heard  of  them  being  charged. 

549.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place? — No,  nor  a market-house. 

550.  Are  there  any  public  beams,  weights,  or  scales  in  this  town? — No;  the  scales  in 
the  town  are  private  property. 

551.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed  for  the  market  ? — No. 

552.  Where  is  the  produce  sold  in  the  town  principally  weighed  ? — It  is  weighed  in 
private  scales  kept  by  persons  for  that  purpose. 

553.  What  is  the  charge  usually  made  for  weighing  in  the  market? — Two  pence  per 
sack  for  weighing  and  porterage. 

554.  Explain  the  system  of  weighing  usually  adopted  at  the  private  cranes  ? — The  scale 
with  the  sack  must  strike  the  ground  three  times,  or  it  is  not  weight. 
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555.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  weighing  in  the  market  ? — Seven  pounds ; it 
is  either  seven  pounds  or  nothing. 

556.  What  deductions  are  usually  made  in  weighing  in  your  market? — Seven  pounds 
for  the  sack,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn ; sometimes,  if  the  bag 
appears  to  be  much  heavier,  it  is  tared,  and  the  actual  weight  deducted. 

557.  Are  there  any  other  deductions  made  in  weighing  in  your  market? — There  are  not. 

558.  What  quantity  of  corn  is  usually  sold  in  your  market? — There  are  five  private 
cranes,  and  I should  say,  of  a good  day,  fifty  sacks  are  weighed  at  each  crane,  making  a 
total  of  about  300  sacks,  which  are  equivalent  to  about  500  barrels. 

559.  Who  employs  and  pays  the  porters? — The  crane  owners. 

560.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  wheat? — Twenty  stone. 

561.  What  of  oats? — Fourteen  stone. 

562.  What  of  barley  ? — Sixteen  stone. 

563.  What  of  potatoes? — Twenty  stone. 

564.  What  of  peas,  beans,  and  other  grain? — Twenty  stone. 

565.  Is  a stone  weight  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdupois  ? — It  is,  except 
in  the  case  of  wool,  which  is  sixteen  pounds. 

566.  Does  a hundred-weight  always  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds  each  ? — 
It  does. 

567.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter,  and  is  it  sold  by  the  weight  ? — There  is  no  inspec- 
tor, and  it  is  usually  sold  by  weight. 

568.  What  is  the  principal  produce  sold  in  your  market  ? — Oats. 

569.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  •weights  and  measures? — There  is;  a Mr.  Connolly  was 
the  late  inspector,  but  a Mr.  Cunningham  has  been  recently  appointed,  but  he  has  never 
visited  the  town. 

570.  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  the  establishment  of  a public  market,  in  which  all 
the  corn  and  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed,  with 
sufficient  accommodation,  an  efficient  staff,  and  proper  supervision  ? — [ do  not  think  it 
would  be  advisable,  it  might  create  a monopoly ; no  improvement  could  be  made  in  the 
market,  it  is  so  well  managed,  and  any  change  would  prove  injurious. 

571.  You  think,  then,  it  would  be  better  to  have  it  as  it  is? — I do. 

572.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  frauds  being  practised  in  the  market  ? — I have  not ; 
the  farmers  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  it ; they  complained  at  one  time,  when  the  charge 
for  weighing  was  3d.  per  sack,  but  no  complaints  have  recently  been  made. 

57  3.  Are  the  weighmasters  at  the  private  cranes  sworn  ? — They  are  not. 

574.  Would  it  not  be  beneficial  to  have  sworn  officers  to  discharge  the  duties  of  weigh- 
masters ? — I think  such  would  be  quite  unnecessary  from  the  system  adopted  at  the  private 
cranes. 

575.  You  think,  then,  that  your  market  is  perfection? — I think  it  is  the  best  managed 
market  in  the  country. 

576.  Is  there  any  person  answerable  or  responsible  for  the  management  of  the  market  ? — 
There  is  not. 

577.  Is  the  sale  of  agricultural  produce  confined  to  the  market  ? — It  is  not;  a great  deal 
of  oats  is  sold  before  coming  into  the  market. 

578.  Can  you  state  what  wages  the  porters  earn  each  day? — I cannot,  but  they  only 
receive  1 d.  upon  each  sack  weighed  by  them. 

579.  Are  there  sufficient  beams  and  weights  in  the  market? — I think  there  are. 

580.  Does  not  the  farmer  lose  by  the  minimum  weight  used  being  seven  pounds  ? — I do 
not  think  he  does,  because  there  is  a system  of  giving  and  taking  in  the  market. 

58 1 . How  is  it  ascertained  what  should  be  given  or  what  taken  ? — It  is  done  by  guess. 

582.  If  the  crane  weigher  were  not  honest,  might  not  the  farmer  lose  ? — He  might,  but 
the  farmer  is  generally  standing  by  himself,  and  looks  after  his  own  interest,  besides  which, 
the  crane  woigher  does  not  know  who  the  buyer  may  be  at  the  time  of  weighing. 

583.  You  cannot  suggest  any  improvement  in  the  market? — I cannot;  I sell  a great  deal 
in  the  market;  I had  about  400  barrels  in  the  market  last  year,  and  expect  to  have  the 
same  this  year. 

584.  Do  the  crane  weighers  keep  any  book  of  the  quantity  sold,  average  price,  and 
amount,  with  the  names  of  the  buyer  and  seller  ? — I believe  they  keep  books,  but  I cannot 
say  what  they  contain. 

585.  Do  you  think  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  throughout  the  country 
would  be  desirable  ? — I do. 

586.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  you  have  already  stated  ? — Yes ; in 
some  cases  where  a fall  takes  place  in  the  price  of  produce,  the  buyer  rejects  his  purchase 
upon  the  ground  that  the  produce  does  not  correspond  with  the  sample. 

Mr.  Patrick  Farrell  examined. 

587.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a shopkeeper  in  Naas;  I am  also  one  of  the 
largest  buyers  in  the  market  in  this  town. 

588.  Do  you  concur  in  the  statements  which  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Brennan? — I do 
not ; I think  a public  market  would  be  most  desirable,  the  buyers  would  be  better  satisfied, 
and  the  buyer  and  seller  put  upon  an  equality.  I must  say  that  when  I weigh  the  corn  I 
purchase  in  this  market  in  my  own  scales,  I invariably  find  it  deficient  in  weight. 

589.  Do  you  think  that  such  could  bo  accounted  for  by  the  supposition  that  your  carts 
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were  plundered  on  the  road,  or  the  produce  taken  out  of  the  sacks  for  feeding  your 
horses  ? — I am  quite  satisfied  it  cannot  lie  accounted  for  in  that  way. 

590.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  the  corn  weighed  to  a pound  in  a public  market, 
and  the  sack  tared  afterwards,  without  making  an  allowance  of  seven  pounds  for  every 
sack  ? — I think  it  would. 

591.  Does  the  practice  of  purchasing  by  sample  prevail  in  this  market? — It  does,  and 
very  frequently,  after  purchasing,  the  farmer  does  not  deliver  the  corn,  and  the  buyer  is 
thereby  put  to  great  inconvenience. 

592.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  been  stated  ? — I should  suggest 
that  there  should  be  a regular  horn-  for  commencing  the  market — say  twelve  o’clock. 

Isaac  Scott  examined. 

593.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  stated  ? — I think 
the  weights  and  measures  ought  to  be  more  frequently  inspected ; since  the  appointment 
of  the  present  inspector,  Mr.  Cunningham,  he  has  never  visited  the  town. 

Mr.  II.  O’  Callaghan,  a weighmaster  at  one  of  the  private  cranes  {produced  Ms  bool),  examined. 

594.  If  Government  sent  down  to  you  for  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  corn  sold  by  you, 
the  average  price,  and  amount,  could  you  supply  them  with  the  required  information  ? — 
I could  not. 

Michael  Murphy  examined. 

595.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a miller,  near  the  town  of  Kilcullen. 

596.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  frequenting  the  market  ? — I am ; I purchase  a great  deal 
of  corn  there. 

597.  Is  it  satisfactorily  conducted? — It  is. 

598.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  where  all  agricultural  produce  brought 
into  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed,  with  a sufficient  number  of  beams  and  scales,  a 
competent  staff,  and  proper  supervision  ? — I think  the  present  market  is  very  well  con- 
ducted, but  I undoubtedly  should  prefer  the  establishment  of  such  a market  as  you 
describe,  as  I think  it  would  be  of  great  service  to  the  town,  and  to  both  buyers  and  sellers, 
to  place  all  pax-ties  upon  an  equality,  and  protect  both  from  fi-aud. 

599.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated  ? — I cannot, 
except  that  frequently  when  the  corn  is  sold  by  a sample  sack,  the  other  sacks  do  not 
correspond  in  quality  with  it. 

Mr.  Daniel  Brennan  re-examined. 

600.  Do  you  still  adhere  to  the  opinion  you  expressed  about  a general  market? — No ; I 
was  under  the  impression  that  there  might  be  inconvenience  and  delay  to  the  farmer;  but 
if  such  a general  market  as  has  been  described  were  established,  I conceive  it  would  be  an 
advantage  to  the  town,  and  beneficial  to  both  buyer  and  sellei'. 

Laurence  Dillon  examined. 

601.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  head-constable  of  the  police  in  the  town  of  Kilcullen. 

602.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  being  pi-actised  in  this  town  in  weighing  corn? — I 
have  heai-d  complaints  of  the  small  ti'aders  having  used  unfair  weights,  but  I have  not 
heard  any  complaints  made  of  frauds  in  selling  corn. 

603.  Does  the  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  ever  visit  the  town?— I have  not  seen 
the  inspector  of  weights  and  measui’es  for  six  months.  The  present  inspector  has  been 
recently  appointed,  and  has  not  visited  the  town  since  his  appointment,  and  gi'oss  frauds 
prevail  in  consequence ; there  is  nothing  requires  more  supervision  than  the  weights  used 
by  the  small  tradesmen  and  shopkeepers  in  the  town. 


Kilcock,  October  5,  1852. 

Mr.  John  Costello  examined. 

604.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  the  town  of  Kilcock. 

605.  "What  is  your  occupation? — I get  my  living  by  labour,  and  am  usually  employed 
in  weighing  corn  in  this  town. 

606.  Explain  the  system  of  selling  and  weighing  corn  in  this  town? — The  buyers 
generally  bring  the  corn  purchased  by  them  to  their  private  stores  and  weigh  it  there. 

607.  Is  there  a public  market  here? — No,  there  are  no  public  beams  or  scales ; a person 
of  the  name  of  Ilalligan  has  the  custody  of  the  beam  and  weights  in  this  town. 

608.  What  is  the  charge  usually  made  for  weighing  ? — One  penny  per  sack  for  weighing, 
and  nothing  for  porterage. 

609.  What  deductions  are  made  by  you  in  weighing  agricultural  produce  ? — The  barrel 
of  oats  is  calculated  at  fourteen  stone  eleven  pounds,  being  seven  pounds  for  sack,  and  four 
pounds  for  beainage.  In  wheat,  the  deductions  are,  from  twenty  stone  weight  of  wheat 
seven  pounds  for  sack,  and  seven  pounds  for  beamage. 

610.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  weighing  agricultural  produce  ? — Seven  pounds; 
it  is  either  seven  pounds  or  nothing. 
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611.  Do  you  talce  the  weight  by  standing  beam  or  down  weight? — :T>y  down  weight. 

612.  What  would  he  your  opinion  of  a general  market,  in  which  all  the  agricultural  pro- 
duce sold  in  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed,  with  sufficient  beams  and  weights, 
and  a competent  staff  and  proper  supervision  ? — I think  it  would  he  very  beneficial  to  all 
parties.  The  inspection  of  the  weights  and  measures  is  very  carelessly  performed. 

613.  Are  any  complaints  made  of  frauds  practised  in  the  sale  of  agricultural  produce 
in  this  town  ? — I have  not  heard  of  any,  except  of  small  shopkeepers  using  improper 
weights. 

614.  Who  is  the  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  in  this  town? — I believe  Mr.  Cun- 
ningham has  been  lately  appointed,  but  he  has  never  visited  the  market,  or  made  any 
inspection  of  the  weights ; many  frauds  have  occurred  in  consequence. 

615.  Is  much  corn  sold  and  weighed  in  this  market? — Scarcely  any.  This  market  was 
once  of  considerable  importance,  now  there  is  very  little  sold,  and  nearly  all  is  sold  by 
sample  and  delivered  afterwards  by  the  seller  at  the  buyer’s  stores,  seven  or  eight  miles 
off ; no  buyers  live  in  this  town.  There  is  nothing  further  I have  to  mention ; but,  I think' 
a general  market  would  he  of  great  advantage  to  the  town,  and  would  be  most  beneficial, 
to  the  farmers,  as  there  is  quite  enough  corn  grown  in  this  immediate  neighbourhood  to 
support  a large  market,  but  from  want  of  proper  accommodation  and  due  supervision,  they 
sell  elsewhere ; and  when  a farmer  brings  in  his  corn  there  is  a system  practised  of  stealing 
every  thing  off  his  cart,  and  as  there  is  no  one  to  check  it  he  goes  elsewhere. 


Castlebar,  October  8,  1852. 

James  Faulkney  examined. 

616.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I rent  the  tolls  in  this  town  from  the  Earl  of  Lucan, 
and  I weigh  all  the  agricultural  produce  brought  to  the  market  scales  for  that  purpose. 

617.  Under  what  patent  is  the  market  held? — I cannot  tell. 

618.  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market-days  ? — Once  a week,  upon 

Saturday.  ’ 1 

619.  Who  is  the  owner  of  the  market?  —The  Earl  of  Lucan. 

G20.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market  ? — They  are. 

621.  Give  a list  of  the  articles  liable  to  tolls,  with  the  amount  paid  upon  each [The 

witness  handed  in  the  fallowing  list] 

A Schedule  of  Tolls  and  Cranage  payable  at  the  Public  Crane  of  Castlebar,  and  held  under  the 


Earl  of  Lucan, 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

Carcase  of  beef,  bide,  or  tallow, . 

. 0 

4 

Twenty  pounds  of  tow-yarn, 

0 

2 

„ of  mutton,  goat,  or  bog, 

. 0 

1 

Every  sack  of  first  flour,  . 

1 

0 

Cart  load  of  salmon  or  eel. 

. 0 

4 

„ sack  of  second  or  third  flour, 

0 

6 

Pack  of  wool,  .... 

. 1 

0 

„ sack  of  corn,  grain,  and  meal, 

0 

2 

Firkin  of  butter,  one  cwt., 

. 0 

4 

„ cow,  by  hide,  . . 

0 

1 

Cart  load  of  onions,  . . 

. 0 

8 

„ veal  calf, 

0 

1 

Horse  load  of  onions, 

. 0 

4 

Customs. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

Bullocks, 

. 0 

5 

Horses  and  mules, 

o’ 

4 

Two-year-old  bullocks,  . 

. 0 

3 

Asses, 

0 

2 

Milcli  cows 

. 0 

4 

Cabins  at  fair  green, 

1 

0 

Dry  cows,  .... 

. 0 

3 

Covered  standings,  . 

0 

2 

Cow  and  calf,  .... 

. 0 

5 

Uncovered  standings,  . 

0 

1 

Two  and  three  year  old  heifers, 

. 0 

3 

Pigs,  • . . _ . . 

0 

1 

Sheep,  ..... 

. 0 

1 

Cart  load  of  any  commodity, 

0 

4 

Ewe  and  lamb,  . . , 

. 0 

H 

622.  Is  any  toll  paid  on  corn  ? — Not  at  present ; but  there  is  a charge  made  for  weighing, 
of  2 d.  per  sack,  and  1 d.  for  small  hags. 

623.  Are  the  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  seller  ? — They  are  always  paid  by  the  seller  at 
the  market. 

624.  Are  tolls  paid  whether  the  seller  sells  or  not  ? — No ; he  does  not  pay  until  he 
sells,  and  if  he  does  not  sell  the  produce  goes  free  out  of  the  market. 

625.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ? — There  is  not. 

626.  Is  there  a market-house  ? — There  is  not. 

627.  Is  the  potato  market  enclosed  ?— It  is  not. 

628.  What  charge  is  made  for  weighing  potatoes? — I charge  from  hd.  to  2d.  per  sack, 
according  to  the  size. 

629.  Is  the  sale  of  corn  confined  to  the  market-place  ? — It  is  not ; it  is  frequently  sold 
through  the  streets  of  the  town. 

630.  Is  the  sale  of  potatoes  confined  to  the  potato  market  ? — It  is. 

631.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed  by  Lord  Lucan? — I have  been  lately  appointed, 
hut  I have  never  been  sworn. 

632.  Have  a sufficient  number  of  beams  and  weights  been  provided  ? — Yes. 
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633.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  and  weighed  in  the  market-place  ? — No  ; the 
greater  portion  is  neither  weighed  nor  sold  there. 

634.  Will  you  furnish  us  with  a list  of  your  charges  for  weighing  all  agricultural 
produce? — I charge  id.  per  hundred -weight  for  weighing  all  kinds  of  grain,  and  from  \d. 
to  2 d.  per  draught  of  potatoes,  according  to  the  quantity. 

635.  Is  any  other  charge  made  by  you  for  weighing  besides  those  you  have  mentioned  ? 
— There  is  not. 

636.  Do  you  charge  for  all  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  market,  whether  it  is  weighed 
in  your  market  or  not? — I do. 

637.  What  deductions  are  made  by  you  in  weighing,  for  sack  and  beamage  ? — In  weighing 
corn  no  deduction  is.  made,  except  for  the  weight  of  the  sack,  for  which  one  stone  is  always 
deducted,  unless  the  sack  appears  to  be  very  light,  in  which  case  only  seven  pounds  is 
deducted. 

638.  How  do  you  fix  the  deduction  to  be  made  for  the  weight  of  the  sack? — By  the 
appearance  of  the  sack  and  by  the  quantity  it  contains ; sometimes,  in  case  of  a dispute  about 
the  weight  of  the  sack,  it  is  tared,  and  the  exact  amount  deducted  from  the  gross  weight. 

639.  Is  there  any  other  deduction  except  one  stone  ? — No  ; except  in  the  case  of  wool, 
when  four  pounds  are  always  deducted  from  each  pack  weighing  twenty-one  stone. 

640.  What  deduction  is  made  in  weighing  potatoes? — One  stone  out  of  every  sack  for 
bag  and  beamage. 

641.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  by  you  in  weighing  grain  ? — Nothing  less  than 
half  a stone. 

642.  In  case  there  is  any  thing  in  the  sack  less  than  seven  pounds,  will  the  farmer  lose 
it  ? — He  will. 

643.  Do  you  mean  to  convey  that  the  weight  of  the  corn  must  be  either  seven  pounds 
or  nothing  ? — I do. 

644.  Do  you,  in  weighing,  give  standing  beam  or  down  weight? — I give  down  weight. 

645.  What  weight  would  it  take  to  bring  the  scales  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight  ? 
— About  three  pounds. 

646.  Do  you  keep  a market  book,  in  which  you  enter  the  quantity,  average  price,  and 
amount,  with  the  names  of  the  buyer  and  seller? — I do  not  keep  any  book  in  which  I make 
those  entries,  but  I give  the  seller  a crane  note. 

647.  Do  you  keep  a duplicate  of  the  crane  note  ?— I do  not. 

648.  If  a person  lost  the  crane  note  you  gave  him  could  you  furnish  him  with  a copy  of 
it  ? — I could  not. 

649.  What  is  the  greatest  quantity  of  corn  you  have  known  sold  in  the  town  in  a day? 
—I  have  known  upwards  of  forty  tons. 

650.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  wheat? — Twenty  stone. 

65 1 . What  of  oats  ?— Fourteen  stone. 

652.  What  of  barley  ? — Sixteen  stone. 

653.  What  of  peas,  beans,  and  other  grain? — Twenty  stone. 

654.  What  of  potatoes  ? — Sixty-four  stone. 

655.  Is  a stone  weight  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdupois  ? — It  is ; except 
in  the  case  of  wool,  which  is  calculated  at  sixteen  pounds. 

656.  Does  a hundred- weight  always  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds  weight, 
avoirdupois? — It  does. 

657.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter  ? — No ; butter  is  generally  sold  in  the  potato 
market. 

658.  What  deductions  are  made  by  you  in  weighing  butter? — Four  pounds  for  every 
one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  and  so  on  in  proportion. 

659.  Is  butter  sold  by  weight  or  in  lump  ? — It  is  sold  by  weight. 

660.  What  is  the  chief  article  of  agricultural  produce  sold  in  your  town  ? — Oats  is  the 
chief  produce  of  this  country. 

661.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures?— There  is. 

662.  How  often  does  he  visit  the  market  ? — Almost  every  market-day. 

663.  How  often  do  you  get  your  weights  adjusted? — Three  or  four  times  a year. 

664.  Could  you  give  me  any  idea  of  the  gross  amount  of  the  tolls  received  in  the  market  ? 
— I could  not. 

665.  To  whom  do  you  account  for  the  tolls  received  by  you? — I have  not  accounted  to 
any  person  yet ; I have  only  been  appointed  about  ten  days. 

666.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  weighing  corn  at  private  stores  by 

merchants  ? — I am.  . 

667.  Is  there  any  charge  made  in  weighing  at  private  stores  for  weighing  or  porterage  ? 
— I believe  not. 

668.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  complaints  being  made  in  consequence  of  the  corn  being 
weighed  in  private  stores  ? — I have  heard  of  complaints  having  been  made,  but  I do  not 
wish  to  state  the  circumstances  connected  with  those  complaints. 

669.  Can  you  state,  generally,  the  nature  of  those  complaints  ? — It  was  stated  that  the 

weights  were  short.  . 

670.  What  deductions  are  made  in  private  stores  in  weighing  ?— One  stone  is  deducted 
for  the  sack,  but  they  sometimes  tare  the  sack. 

671.  Do  they  take  the  weight  by  standing  beam  or  by  down  weight? — By  down  weight. 

672.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  private  stores  ?— Seven  pounds. 
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673.  Do  they  make  any  other  deductions  at  private  stores  from  the  gross  weight  besides 
those  you  have  stated  ?— They  do  not. 

674.  Where  do  you  collect  the  tolls? — At  the  entrance  of  the  market,  after  the  sale. 

675.  Do  you  often  test  your  scales? — I do  frequently,  by  placing  large  weights  at  both 
sides ; the  beam  is  a very  good  one,  but  it  is  very  old  and  might  be  improved ; I had  a new 
axle  lately  put  to  it. 

676.  llow  many  beams  and  scales  have  you  in  the  market?— I have  two  beams  and 
scales,  but  I have  no  weighbridge. 

677.  You  say  you  have  a lease  of  the  tolls  from  Lord  Lucan ; what  rent  do  you  pay  him  ? 

I would  rather  not  answer  that  question. 

678.  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  this  town  in  the  year? — Four;  on  the  11th  May,  9th 

July,  16th  September,  and  18th  November.  * 

679.  What  are  the  tolls  charged  in  the  fairs? — The  same  as  in  the  market. 

680.  Do  they  pay  tolls  upon  entering  or  going  out  of  the  fairs? — Upon  going  out. 

.681.  Are  any  tolls  charged  upon  cattle  which  are  not  sold  in  the  fairs? No? 

682.  How  are  you  able  to  ascertain  whether  the  cattle  going  out  of  the  fairs  are  actually 
sold  or  not?— They  tender  an  oath  if  the  person  in  charge  of  the  cattle  states  that  they 
are  not  sold. 

683.  Who  is  it  tenders  the  oath? — I cannot  say;  I have  not  done  it  since  I was 
appointed  ; I believe  Philbrim,  who  rated  the  tolls  before  me,  used  to  do  so. 

684.  Is  he  here? — No;  he  resides  about  fifteen  miles  from  the  town,  and  was  not 
summoned. 

6S5.  Who  is  the  owner  of  the  tolls  ? — I am  to  collect  them  in  future,  as  I now  rent  them 
from  Lord  Lucan. 

686.  Do  people  ever  object  to  taking  the  oath? — I never  saw  any  person  object. 

687.  What  distance  is  your  scales  from  the  ground? — About  eighteen  inches. 

Charles  Mallet/,  esq.,  examined. 

688.  "Where  do  you  reside? — In  Castlebar. 

689.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a general  merchant. 

690.  Do  you  buy  or  sell  in  this  market? — I generally  buy  oats  and  sell  flour. 

691.  Do  you  concur  in  the  statements  which  have  been  made  as  to  the  system  adopted 
in  selling  corn  in  private  stores  ? — I do  not  concur  in  everything  which  has  been  stated. 
The  merchant  deducts  for  the  sack,  according  to  its  appearance,  either  seven  or  fourteen 
pounds,  but  he  never  makes  any  greater  reduction  than  fourteen  pounds ; the  general  rule 
is,  that  if  the  gross  weight  of  the  sack  is  under  two  hundred-weight,  the  deduction  is  seven 
pounds,  and  so  on  proportionably,  as  a large  quantity  is  supposed  to  require  a stronger  and 
heavier  sack. 

692.  Is  any  other  deduction  made  in  weighing  in  private  stores  ? — There  is  not  any  other 
deduction. 

693.  Is  there  any  charge  made  for  weighing  or  porterage? — Not  at  present;  but  we  are 
about  to  make  arrangements  with  Lord  Lucan  to  charge  Id.  per  sack  for  cranage  for  all 
agricultural  produce  weighed  in  the  private  stores,  and  hand  the  amount  over  to  the  wei°h- 
master,  as  a sort  of  compromise  for  weighing  out  of  the  market. 

694.  Do  you  think  that  such  an  arrangement  would  be  fair  to  all  parties  ?— I do ; the 
era'ner  is  under  rent  to  Lord  Lucan,  and  I think  it  is  only  fair  that  he  should  have  the 
benefit  of  the  weighing  in  the  private  stores. 

695.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  all  the  agricultural  produce  weighed  in  the 
market? — I do  not  think  that  such  would  be  practicable,  from  the  accommodation  the 
market  affords  at  present. 

696.  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  a general  market  in  which  all  the  agricultural 
produce  sold  in  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  a 
sworn  weighmaster,  and  an  efficient  staff? — I think  it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  the 
merchant,  and  beneficial  to  the  public ; I would  be  strongly  in  favour  of  the  establishment 
of  such  a market. 

697.  Is  there  sufficient  accommodation  at  present  for  such  a market? There  is  not. 

698.  What  is  the  greatest  quantity  you  have  ever  known  sold  in  the  town  ? I am  sure 

100  tons  have  been  sold  in  the  town  in  one  day. 

699.  How  do  you  calculate  your  corn  in  this  town? — We  always  purchase  by  the  hundred- 
weight, and  not  by  the  barrel. 

7 00.  How  many  hundred-weight  are  generally  in  a sack  ?— In  a sack  of  oats  there  are 
usually  two  hundred  three-quarters  weight ; in  a sack  of  wheat,  three  hundred  and  a-lialf 
weight ; in  a sack  of  barley,  about  three  hundred  and  a-quarter  weight. 

701.  How  do  you  take  the  weight,  whether  by  standing  beam  or  by  down  weight? By 

down  weight. 

702.  What  weight  would  it  take  to  bring  the  scale  from  standing  beam  down  to  the 
ground  ? — I think  about  three  and  a-half  pounds. 

703.  If  the  sack  weighs  eight  stone  seven  pounds  standing  beam,  what  weight  would  it 
be  called  ? — Eight  stone. 

704.  Would  you  object  to  weighing  with  one  pound,  and  afterwards  taring  the  sack  ? 

I would ; for  such  an  arrangement  would  be  very  troublesome,  because  the  seller  might 
change  the  sacks  before  taring  them. 

E 
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705.  How  could  they  do  so?— They  might  do  so  between  the  delivery  of  the  corn  at 

the  merchant’s  stores,  and  going  to  the  market  to  tare  the  sacks.  . , , 

706.  Suppose,  however,  it  was  the  custom  to  tare  the  sacks  m the  merchants  stoie, 
-would  you  then  object?— I think  it  might  occasion  fraud,  and  he  productive  of  delay, 
because  the  carman  delivers  the  corn  at  the  merchant's  store,  and  deposits  it  upon  the  loit, 
he  would  then  have  to  come  down  to  the  ground  floor,  and  have  his  sacks  weighed  there. 

707.  Could  you  not  tare  the  sacks  on  the  loft  ? — It  would  not  be  convenient  to  do  so, 

some  of  the  stores  are  six  story  high. 

708.  Is  the  market  in  this  town  well  carried  on?— The  craner  is  a very  honest  man.  If 

I had  not  accommodation  for  weighing  at  my  own  stores,  I would  weigh  the  corn  I purchase 
in  the  market  scales.  , „ „ . , . , • 

709.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  .any  complaints  being  made  of  frauds  being  practised,  in 
consequence  of  the  corn  being  weighed  at  the  private  stores  ?— I have  not.  I have  heard 
people  say  they  preferred  weighing  in  the  private  stores  to  weighing  in  the  public  scales, 
on  account  of  the  delay  and  inconvenience  they  experienced  m weighing  at  the  latter. 

710.  Can  vou  suggest  anything  in  addition  to  what  you  have  already  stated  c I can  only 

add,  that  I think  it  would  be  very  conducive  to  the  benefit  of  all  parties,  it  a market  such 
as  has  been  suggested,  were  established.  . ,,  ,,  G . 

Lord  Lucan  here  requested  permission  to  put  some  questions  to  Mr.  Malloy,  bucli 
being  accorded,  he  asked  him  the  following  questions : _ . ..  , 

71 1 How  would  you  compel  the  seller  to  carry  Ins  corn  into  the  public  market,  u such 
were  established  ?— By  a general  agreement  between  the  buyers  and  sellers,  it  might  be 
effected.  If  that  were  not  practicable,  1 would  pass  a law  compelling  all  corn  brought  into 
the  town  to  be  sold  and  weighed  in  the  public  market.  „ „ ,,  ^ 

712.  To  what  extent  would  you  make  it  compulsory  upon  them  to  do  so  ? 1 o the  extent 

of  forcing  them  to  sell  in  the  public  market.  . ,,  , , , T • i „„ 

713  Mi'dit  not,  however,  such  a law  be  evaded? — It  might,  by  fraud,  but  I think  no 
merchant  would  do  so,  from  the  benefit  he  would  derive  from  such  an  arrangement. 

714.  Does  not  the  practice  of  forestalling  prevail  to  a very  great  extent  m this  town  . 

I am  not  aware  of  it.  I know  that  when  some  of  the  merchants  are  anxious  to  get  a quan- 
tity of  corn,  they  will  send  through  the  town  to  look  for  it,  but  I am  not  aware  of  their 

sending  to  the  country  to  look  for  corn;  I have  never  done  so  myself 

715.  Have  you  never  heard  of  merchants  sending  half-a-mile  into  the  country  to  buy 
corn?— I think  I have;  and  I have  known  inconvenience  and  riots  to  take  place  from  the 
merchants’  buyers  fighting  for  the  corn,  whilst  the  carts  were  standing  on  the  road. 

Mr.  Malley  was  then  asked  by  the  Commissioners:  . 

716.  Do  vou  think  it  would  be  advisable,  in  the  event  of  a general  market  being  estab- 
lished, to  have  the  potatoes  and  corn  all  sold  and  weighed  in  the  same  locality  ?— Not  unless 
sufficient  accommodation  could  be  provided.  Mr.  .St.  George,  of  Headfort,  has  divided  Ins 
market  into  three  different  parts,  for  the  sale  of  agricultural  produce;  and  it  there  was 
sufficient  accommodation,  I would  have  all  produce  sold  in  different  parts  of  the  same 
market : but  I would  keep  the  corn  market,  and  the  potato  market,  and  the  butter  market, 
quite  distinct,  and  not  let  them  be  mixed  up  together. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Lucan  examined. 

Lord  Lucan  stated  that  he  would  wish  to  explain  how  the  market  m tins  town  was 
circumstanced,  and  proceeded  as  follows  :-I  have  been  the  proprietor  of  this  estate  for 
about  thirteen  years.  I saw  that  some  of  the  tolls  were  very  inconvenient  to  the  public, 
and  I perceived  that  there  was  neither  accommodation  for  them  in  the  market,  nor  a con- 
venient market-house.  From  that  time  I have  been  looking  for  a spot  of  ground  which 
mi"ht  form  an  eligible  site  for  a market  place,  but  some  delay  lias  taken  place  m my  finding 
one.  Two  places  suggested  themselves  for  the  purpose  : one  of  them  in  the  market- square, 
near  Mr.  Cavendish’s  house,  I determined  to  adopt  as  a market  place;  but  when  I came  to 
examine  into  the  matter,  I found  a lease  for  ever  against  me,  and  the  premises  themselves 
in  the  occupation  of  bankrupts.  It  took  me  six  years  to  get  possession  of  those  premises, 
and  about  two  years  ago  I got  possession  of  them.  In  the  meantime  another  site  for  a 
market  presented  itself,  which  was  more  convenient,  and  afforded  greater  accommodation 
for  the  purpose  than  the  one  to  which  I have  alluded;  and  upon  it  I have  determined  to  estab- 
lish the  market.  There  was  a large  cluster  of  houses  upon  that  ground,  but  they  arc  all 
being  taken  down,  and  I have  at  this  moment  an  architect  employed  designing  a market- 
house.  There  has  been  no  accommodation  up  to  the  present  time,  or  a spot  of  ground 
available  for  the  purpose,  upon  which  the  market  could  be  erected.  . ., 

With1  regard  to  weighing  corn  at  the  private  stores,  I have  received  complaints  fiom  the 
lessees  of  the  tolls,  stating  that  they  received  no  profit  whatever  for  corn  weighed  m those 
stores.  This  town  has  lately  become  a very  important  market  town,  and  complaints  were 
made  that  the  merchants  were  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  the  corn  out  of  the  town  and 
having  it  driven  direct  up  to  and  weighed  at  the  private  stores.  I was  always  m doubt 
whether  they  could  not  be  compelled  to  pay  tolls  for  corn  weighed  in  their  own  stores;  and 
some  of  the  principal  merchants  have  recently  agreed  to  compromise  the  matter  by  allowing 
the  craner  Id.  per  sack  for  all  corn  weighed  at  their  own  stores.  IJns  was  a recent  arrange- 
ment, and  has  not  as  yet  been  carried  out  by  any  merchant  except  Mr.  Malley.  I Relieve, 
before  I came  into  possession  of  this  property,  a similar  arrangement  was  made  with  the 
merchants. 
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With  regard  to  imposing  an  oath  upon  a person  going  out  of  a fair  in  charge  of  cattle, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  such  is  illegal,  and  most  objectionable.  The  reason  I have 
not  interfered  to  suppress  that  practice  is,  that  I conceive,  when  once  I have  leased  the 
tolls,  I have  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  manner  in  which  they  are  collected,  except  as  a 
magistrate;  and  in  that  capacity,  if  the  case  had  come  before  me,  I should  undoubtedly 
have  dealt  with  it,  and  punished  the  person  tendering  an  oath  under  the  circumstances 
stated.  There  cannot  be  a system  more  calculated  to  produce  perjury:  I believe,  in  con- 
sequence of  it,  a great  deal  of  perjury  prevails. 

Archdeacon  MacHale  here  denied  that  the  lower  orders  were  in  the  habit  of  peijuring 
themselves  to  the  extent  stated  by  Lord  Lucan. 

Lord  Lucan. — It  may  be  so,  but  some  perjury  certainly  does  take  place;  and  I think  it 
is  wrong  to  expose  persons  to  so  much  temptation;  and  at  any  rate  it  has  the  effect  of 
making  them  regard  an  oath  lightly.  The  only  way  to  avoid  it  would  be  to  make  the  seller, 
upon  all  occasions,  pay  for  the  standing  ground  of  his  cattle  upon  his  entrance  into  the 
market  or  fair.  By  this  arrangement,  a smaller  charge  might  be  made  upon  each  beast 
going  into  the  fair  or  market.  Unless  something  is  done  by  the  Legislature,  very  great 
collusion  might  be  practised  if  the  taking  of  oaths  were  abolished,  and  the  tolls  of  the  fairs 
might  at  once  be  abandoned;  and  I cannot  too  strongly  press  upon  you  the  importance  of 
Government  introducing  some  measure  to  put  an  end  to  these  most  illegal  and  objection- 
able practices. 

I think  in  any  new  measure  introduced,  it  should  be  made  incumbent  on  the  owner  to 
afford  sufficient  accommodation  in  the  market  for  selling  and  weighing,  but  it  would  not  be 
fair  to  make  him  responsible  for  all  the  malpractices  carried  on  in  the  market,  as  I think 
the  duty  of  suppressing  them  should  be  discharged  by  the  police.  I think,  however,  that 
the  patentee  should  be  obliged  to  take  security  for  the  good  conduct  of  the  weighmaster, 
and  the  proper  discharge  of  his  duty;  or,  in  the  absence  of  his  doing  so,  should  be  liable 
himself  for  the  malpractices  of  the  weighmaster. 

717.  Have  you  the  patent  for  the  market '? — Not  in  my  possession.  I am  in  the  happy 
position  of  being  a proprietor;  without  a single  title  deed.  I have  never  read  the  patent 
by  which  the  fairs  and  market  were  created;  but  if  I can  procure  a copy  of  it,  I will. send 
it  to  you. 

718.  Would  it  be  desirable  to  fix  what  are  reasonable  tolls,  by  act  of  Parliament? — I 
think  it  would ; I should  prefer  those  charges  and  tolls  should  be  defined  and  regulated 
by  law. 

719.  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  a general  market,  in  which  all  agricultural  produce 
sold  in  the  town  should  be  weighed  and  sold,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  and  an 
efficient  staff,  with  a responsible  person  as  weighmaster  ? — I should  be  strongly  in  favour 
of  such  a measure. 

720.  Would  you  be  in  favour,  likewise,  of  an  assimilation  of  all  weights  and  measures 
through  the  country  ? — I would. 

The  Hon.  Frederick  Cavendish  examined. 

721.  You  have  heard  the  statements  which  have  been  made;  can  you  suggest  any- 
thing further  ? — I can.  Some  years  ago,  before  Lord  Lucan  came  into  possession  of  the 
property,  I interfered,  to  put  down  the  frauds  which  were  practised  in  the  market,  by 
levying'tolls,  cranage,  and  other  charges,  and  for  that  purpose  I established  a newspaper 
in  this  town.  I found,  however,  the  best  way  of  resisting  them  was  by  bringing  the  case 
before  a court  of  law;  and,  accordingly,  a trial  took  place,  in  which  Judge  Burton  decided 
that  my  view  of  the  law  was  correct.  I was,  at  that  time,  furnished  with  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament, passed  in  1830,  which  prohibited  any  charge  being  made  for  tolls  on  potatoes 
sold  in  the  market.  After  I brought  that  case  before  the  court,  the  charge  for  tolls  upon 
potatoes  was  abandoned  for  several  years ; but  in  consequence,  I believe,  of  the  badness 
of  the  times,  and  the  smallness  of  the  quantity  of  corn  weighed  in  the  market,  that  charge 
was  revived,  and  is  now  collected.  I apprehend  that  such  is  an  illegal  charge,  but  it  is, 
notwithstanding,  still  upon  the  board. 

Lord  Lucan  here  denied  that  it  was  on  the  board,  and  stated,  that  in  case  any  person 
charged  for  what  was  not  on  the  board,  he  would  be  liable. 

Mr.  Cavendish. — At  all  events  toll  is  paid  upon  potatoes  at  present ; and  so  the  weigh- 
master admits. 

Lord  Lucan  here  stated,  that  formerly  the  tolls  of  the  market  were  leased  to  a person 
of  the  name  of  Gilden,  for  a long  term ; aud  that  his  father,  from  whom  he  inherited  the 
property,  had  no  more  to  say  to  the  market  than  any  stranger.  In  the  lease  to  Gilden, 
the  tolls  and  tongues  were  demised.  The  tongue  of  every  beast  killed  in  the  market  was 
claimed  by  Gilden,  but  was  resisted ; and  it  was  decided,  by  a court  of  law,  that  he  was 
not  entitled  to  it.  As  soon  as  he  lost  the  right  to  the  tongues  he  surrendered  the  lease, 
and  the  tolls  were  then  demised  to  Pliilbrim.  Upon  that  occasion  I had  the  board  of  tolls 
before  me,  and  approved  of  it,  having  been  advised  that  the  charges  made  by  it  were  per- 
fectly legal.  I demised  the  tolls  upon  that  board  to  Pliilbrim. 

Mr.  Cavendish. — It  was  said  that  Gilden  realized  a large  sum  by  the  tolls  and  tongues. 
The  practice  of  yielding  the  tongues  was  discontinued,  in  consequence  of  Judge  Burton’s 
decision.  I subsequently  brought  an  action  against  Faulkney,  the  father  of  the  present 
lessee  of  the  tolls,  who  also  took  a lease  of  the  tolls ; but,  as  I had  a regard  for  him,  I 
allowed  that  action  to  be  abated,  Faulkney  paying  all  the  costs  incurred  in  it.  The  charge 
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upon  potatoes  lias  been  recently  renewed,  and  I hope  this  inquiry  will  lead  to  the  sup- 
pression of  it,  which  would  be  very  desirable,  as  it  is  an  imposition  upon  the  public. 

722.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  do  away  altogether  with  the  charge  upon 
weighing  potatoes : because  the  effect  of  that  would  be  to  raise  the  charge  upon  weighing 
corn  and  other  produce? — I do  not  see  why  doing  away  with  charges  upon  potatoes 

• should  raise  the  toll  upon  corn.  Great  abuses  pi-evail  in  this  market.  I have  known  of 
•instances  iii  which  men  go  about  the  market  exacting  toll  upon  everything  brought  into 
the  market.  They  sometimes  exact  tolls  upon  bags  of  nuts ; and  I have  known  them, 
when  the  exaction  was  resisted,  take  large  handfuls  of  nuts  or  apples  from  the  baskets  of 
the  poor,  in  lieu  of  toll.  I have  also  known  them  take  hoops,  in  lieu  of  toll,  from  the  poor, 
ragged  boys  selling  them  about  the  streets.  I have  also  seen  them  taking  money  for  tolls 
upon  those  articles;  and  I think  that  imposition  is  as  extensively  carried  on  here  as  ever 
it  was.  A charge  for  piccage,  also,  is  still  exacted,  although  the  stands  are  placed  in  the 
public  street.  1 do  not  think  that  such  a charge  could  be  legally  exacted  ; and  I under- 
stand it  was  decided  by  Judge  Burton,  at  Killala,  upon  a civil  bill  appeal,  that  such  a 
charge  could  not  be  enforced.  This  charge  is  exacted  from  every  person  erecting  a stall 
in  the  street,  opposite  their  houses;  even  if  they  only  place  a poll  in  the  ground,  for  hang- 
ing a leg  of  mutton  upon  it,  it  is  exacted. 

723.  Are  the  polls  erected  on  the  footpath  or  in  the  street? — The  pathway  is  between 
the  stalls  and  the  houses. 

724.  Do  such  erections  cause  a legal  obstruction? — They'  do  not;  but  persons  complain 
that  they  obstruct  them  in  gaining  access  to  their  houses. 

Lord  Lucan — I claim  to  be  entitled  to  piccage  upon  every  stall  standing  in  the  market. 
About  30  years  ago,  my  father  let  the  shambles  he  had  erected  to  a company,  at  a nominal 
rent  of  a guinea  a year;  they  were  subsequently  ejected  for  non-payment  of  rent,  as  some 
difference  took  place  between  them  and  the  butchers,  who  refused  to  sell  their  meat  in  the 
shambles.  Previous  to  the  ejectment,  I offered  the  company  £200  to  allow  me  to  stand 
in  their  shoes;  but  in  consequence  of  some  of  the  members  having  become  bankrupt,  they 
were  unable  to  make  out  title.  Mr.  Cavendish  must  make  some  mistake  about  an  act 
having  passed  in  1830,  rendering  any  tolls  upon  potatoes  illegal,  for  in  that  year  I was  a 
member  of  a committee,  granted  upon  the  application  of  Lord  Lcveson  Gower,  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  law  as  to  tolls  and  customs  charged,  and  1 should  recollect  it  if  any 
act  of  Parliament  had  passed. 

Mr.  Cavendish. — You  may  depend  upon  it,  that  you  have  no  right  to  any  tolls  for 
potatoes.  At  the  trial  before  Judge  Burton,  the  patent,  although  called  for,  was  not 
produced. 

725.  What  would  he  your  opinion  of  a general  market,  in  which  all  agricultural  produce 
sold  in  the  town,  should  be  weighed  and  sold  under  the  supervision  of  a responsible  weigh- 
master,  with  an  ample  staff  and  sufficient  accommodation? — 1 think  it  would  be  a vast 
benefit  to  all  parties  : to  the  patentee,  because  nothing  could  be  sold  without  paying  him 
toll;  and  to  the  public,  because  then  there  would  be  proper  inspection,  and  all  parties 
would  be  thereby  placed  upon  an  equality ; and  to  the  town,  because  it  would  promote  the 
trade  of  it. 

726.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  act  of  Parliament  settling  what  would  be  reasonable 
tolls  and  customs? — I would. 

727.  Do  you  approve  of  the  arrangement  entered  into  between  Lord  Lucan  and  the 
merchants  of  this  town,  whereby  Lord  Lucan  should  be  paid  for  toll  on  all  corn  sold  and 
weighed  in  the  private  stores? — I do  not ; I think  it  would  be  a very  great  hardship  ; I 
do  not  see  why  the  craner  should  derive  the  profit  of  weighing  when  he  does  not  weigh. 

728.  Have  you  ever  known  of  frauds  having  been  practised  in  consequence  of  the 
agricultural  produce  being  weighed  at  the  merchants’  stores? — I have  not. 

729.  Can  you  suggest  anything  in  addition  to  what  you  have  already  stated? — I should 
suggest,  that  if  a weekly  market  were  established,  tolls  or  customs  should  not  be  collected 
upon  any  other  day  in  the  week  on  the  produce  sold. 

730.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a market  upon  every  day  in 
the  week  ?—  I do  not  think  it  would  be  required ; besides  which,  a person  has  no  right  to 
exact  tolls,  except  upon  the  day  upon  which  his  patent  authorizes  him  to  hold  a market. 
That  was  decided  by  the  case  which  was  tried  at  Killala.  I should  also  suggest,  that  the 
lessee  should  post  up  on  the  board  the  names  of  the  persons  employed  by  him  to  collect 
tolls. 

Lord  Lucan That  is  always  done.  I may  add  that  my  reason  for  dismissing  Philbrim, 

was  because  lie  did  not  pay  me  the  rent  of  the  tolls ; he  owed  me  £500,  and  I told  him 
that  as  he  would  not  pay  me,  we  should  be  obliged  to  part.  I am  aware  that  another 
reason  for  my  getting  rid  of  him  was  attributed  to  me  ; for  I have  been  told  by  my  bailiff 
that  he  had  heard  that  Philbrim  had  paid  me  all  the  arrears  due  to  me,  and  that  the  cause 
of  my  turning  him  out  was  because  he  had  voted  at  the  late  election  against  my  wishes. 
This  was  not  the  fact,  as  I was  not  aware  of  his  being  a voter,  nor  did  I know  how  he  had 
voted.  If  he  would  pay  me  the  £500  he  owes  me,  1 would  let  him  in  again  on  the  same 
terms  as  formerly. 

Mr.  Cavendish  continued. — I can  suggest  nothing  further,  except  that  I should  be 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  general  market  described  by  you. 

731.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  throughout  the  country? — 
I would ; there  could  be  no  objection  to  the  adoption  of  such  an  arrangement. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE.  29 

Mr.  Martin  Barrett,  examined. 

732.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a farmer,  residing  within  a short  distance  of  the 
town  of  Castlebar. 

733.  Can  you  suggest  anything  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated  ? — Yes;  I 
should  suggest  that  in  all  cases  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn  should  be  first  taken,  and 
afterwards  the  sacks  tared,  and  their  exact  weight  deducted.  I should  also  suggest  that  a 
smaller  weight  than  seven  pounds  should  be  employed  in  weighing  corn,  and  that  tolls 
should  not  be  exacted  twice  for  the  same  article,  as  frequently  occurs  in  the  sale  of  fruit, 
where  toll  is  paid  first  for  the  cart-load  going  into  the  market,  and  afterwards  for  retailing 
it  in  the  market.  Toll  is  frequently  charged  two  or  three  times  on  the  same  article  in  one 
day. 

Lord  Lucan  observed — In  any  measure  suggested,  I hope  the  severest  penalties  will  be 
introduced  against  any  person  guilty  of  fraud.  I may  mention  a kind  of  fraud,  of  which 
farmers  are  frequently  guilty,  and  which  is  called  churning,— they  put  a churn  without  a 
bottom  into  the  centre  of  the  sack,  and  fill  it  up  with  an  inferior  kind  of  corn  ; this  fraud 
cannot  be  detected,  until  the  corn  is  emptied  at  the  merchant’s  stores.  The  mode  in 
which  this  fraud  is  usually  detected,  is  by  thrusting  a knife,  or  some  other  sharp  instrument 
through  the  sack,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  sacks,  and  there  are  many  disputes  in  consequence. 

Mr.  Cavendish  here  observed — I may  add  that  the  merchant  frequently  practices  a 
fraud  upon  the  farmer,  by  insisting,  when  the  corn  is  emptied  on  the  floor,  that  it  does  not 
correspond  with  the  sample. 

734.  Would  it  not  be  advisable  to  have  a sworn  weighmaster,  who  would  adjudicate  in 
all  differences  between  buyer  and  seller  ? — It  would  be  most  advisable  and  desirable,  and 
frauds,  on  the  part  of  both,  should  be  severely  punished ; at  present  there  is  no  supervision 
here,  and  no  proper  arrangements.  I think  all  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town 
should  be  sold  and  weighed  in  a public  market ; a ' very  small  charge  would  then  be 
sufficient. 

Henry  Browne,  esq.,  j.p.,  examined. 

735.  Where  do  you  reside? — At  Rahans,  in  this  county. 

73d.  Do  you  generally  buy  or  sell  in  the  market? — I do  not  buy  or  sell,  except  cattle. 

737.  Do  you  concur  in  the  statements  which  have  been  made,  or  do  you  wish  to  suggest 
anything  in  addition  to  them  ? — I have  had  frequent  complaints  made  before  me,  by  the 
•people  of  this  town,  of  the  conduct  of  Philbrim.  I mentioned  these  complaints  to  Lord 
Lucan ; and  he  stated  that  he  was  about  to  get  rid  of  him,  and  that  he  would  do  everything 
in  his  power  to  remove  the  cause  of  those  complaints.  The  complaints  were,  that  Philbrim 
had  several  boards,  which  he  had  invented  himself,  and  which  did  not  correspond  with  the 
board  which  was  posted,  and  had  them  brought  down  to  the  market,  for  the  purpose  of 
exacting  larger  tolls  than  he  was  entitled  to  demand.  Thus,  it  was  stated,  that  whilst 
upon  the  fixed  board  the  toll  upon  pigs  was  only  1 d.,  upon  the  board  which  was  carried 
down  to  the  market  they  were  charged  2d.  I ordered  him  to  give  up  this  practice. 

738.  Do  you  know  that  he  ever  levied  the  higher  toll? — Yes,  several  persons  told  me 
they  paid  it,  and  I summoned  him;  but  no  person  appeared  against  him,  and  I heard  that 
he  bought  them  off  with  a drink;  I never  could  make  him  amenable  to  justice.  I may 
add,  that  whilst  5 d.  is  the  toll  on  the  board  for  a cow  and  calf,  6d.  was  regularly  charged 
by  Philbrim  for  them.  Various  cases  of  quantities  of  fruit  and  other  produce  having  been 
taken  by  force  from  the  sellers  in  lieu  of  tolls  have  been  brought  before  me.  I can  corro- 
borate all  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Cavendish  upon  that  subject.  With  respect  to  fail's,  I should 
state,  that  the  evening  before  the  last  fair  at  Balia,  which  is  held  upon  the  24th  of  Sep- 
tember, and  which,  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant,  has  only  been  a one-day  fair, 
I received  a notice  by  post  in  the  following  terms : — 

Balia  Fair. — Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  in  future  the  fair  of  Balia,  held  on  the  24th  of  Sep- 
tember, will  be  continued  for  three  days.  Sheep  to  be  sold  on  the  first  day  ; heifers,  bullocks,  milch 
cows,  and  calves,  on  the  second  day ; horses,  &c.,  on  the  third  day. 

Balia,  September,  1852. 

Notwithstanding  this  notice,  I sent  my  cattle  to  the  fair ; and  my  men  in  charge  of  my 
cattle,  upon  their  arrival  in  the  fan-,  found  about  fifty  men  on  the  toll-gate,  who  had  driven 
back  all  the  horned  cattle  that  had  come  early  to  the  fair,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
cattle  got  mixed  and  were  shamefully  ill-treated.  My  men  attempted  to  pass  the  gate, 
but  were  driven  back  several  times  on  the  king’s  highway,  and  my  cattle  most  shamefully 
treated  and  abused.  When  I arrived  at  the  fair,  my  men  told  me  what  had  occurred.  I 
met  Sir  Robert  L.  Blosse’s  agent,  and  he  told  me  that  Sir  Robert  had  no  objection  to  my 
cattle  getting  into  the  fair.  I found  my  cattle,  and  brought  them  up  to  the  gate.  Upon  the 
cattle  coming  up,  the  party  with  sticks  stopped  them  again.  I did  not  think  that  any  per- 
son would  stop  me ; and,  accordingly,  accompanied  them  myself.  Upon  coming  up  to  the 
gate,  they  stopped,  jostled  me,  and  ill-used  my  cattle.  I threatened  to  bring  the  first 
man  who  struck  my  cattle  before  the  police,  but  they  did  not  desist ; upon  which  I pulled 
out  my  knife,  and  said  I would  gut  the  first  man  who  attempted  to  stop  me.  I rushed 
.■through  them  with  the  knife  open  in  my  hand  and  brought  my  cattle  into  the  fair.  The 
men  at  the  gate,  however,  followed  me  up,  upon  my  cattle  being  admitted.  During  the 
oibsence  of  the  men,  other  cattle  were  admitted.  I sold  my  cattle  at  the  fair;  and  when  1 
was  accompanying  the  purchaser  and  the  cattle  out  of  the  fair,  the  man  at  the  gate  asked  me 
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for  toll,  saying,  “ You  are  inside  the  toll-gate,  and  must,  therefore,  pay  the  toll.”  I refused, 
and  upon  that  occasion  did  not  pay  any  toll,  as  the  custom-man  had  no  toll-board ; and  whilst 
he  went  to  procure  one,  1 brought  my  cattle  through  the  gate.  Upon  another  occasion 
a person  complained  to  me  that  he  had  been  charged  4 d.  for  calves,  whilst  the  price 
upon  the  toll-board  was  only  3d.  I spoke  to  the  custom-man  upon  the  subject,  and  advised 

him  to  return  the  money;  his  answer  was,  l'I  should  be  d d sorry  to  take  your  advice, 

— I think  very  little  about  you.”  I replied  that  I would  make  him.  I went  away,  and  was 
subsequently  informed  by  the  person  who  had  made  the  complaint,  that  the  overcharge  had 
been  returned.  I bought  thirty-three  head  of  cattle  upon  another  occasion  in  the  fair,  and 
when  leaving  it,  toll  was  demanded.  I said  I would  pay  any  toll  they  liked,  but  that  I did 
so  under  protest,  as  they  had  no  toll-board.  “We  have  atoll-board,”  said  he,  pulling  one  from 
under  the  bridge.  The  toll-board  was  an  illegal  one,  as  it  did  not  contain  the  name  of  the 
collector  of  the  toll ; but  I paid  3d.  upon  the  calves,  which  was  the  amount  they  could 
legally  demand.  In  Clanmorris  fair,  1 sent  my  man  with  some  cattle  of  mine  out  ol^  the 
fair;  he  also  took  charge  of  a beast  belonging  to  a Mr.  Quin,  which  was  not  sold.  Upon 
his  arrival  at  the  gate,  toll  was  demanded  upon  all  the  cattle,  and  he  was  obliged  to  pay 
toll  upon  Mr.  Quin’s  beast,  although  it  could  not  legally  be  demanded.  Upon  another 
.occasion  I sold  some  wool,  and  I made  an  agreement  with  the  buyer  that  he  should  inspect 
the  wool  and  have  it  weighed  in  Castlebar,  in  order  that  there  might  be  no  delay  or  dis- 
pute in  the  town  of  Tuam,  where  the  wool  was  to  be  delivered.  Upon  my  men  going  into 
Tuam,  after  the  delivery  of  the  wool,  toll  was  demanded,  and  their  carts  were  seized;  as  I 
had  only  given  my  men  sufficient  money  to  pay  for  the  horses  and  themselves,  they  were 
detained  in  custody  for  some  time,  as  they  could  not  pay  the  charges,  which  was  4s.  At 
length,  however,  the  buyer  paid  it,  and  wrote  to  me,  stating  he  had  done  so  for  my  conve- 
nience ; but  that  I was  at  liberty  to  stop  it  if  I pleased,  as  it  was  an  illegal  charge.  I 
should  suggest  that  the  fairs  should  all  be  held  in  a fair-green  or  field,  affording  sufficient 
accommodation,  as  it  is  very  inconvenient  to  have  cattle  sold  in  the  street  of'  the  town.  I 
should  also  suggest,  that  all  persons  going  into  a fair  should  pay  for  standing-room  on  their 
entrance,  and  that  there  should  be  no  charge  upon  cattle  sold  when  leaving  the  fair  : such 
would  be  a great  convenience  to  the  poor  man,  and  I understand  is  the  system  adopted 
at  Enniskillen  and  other  places.  At  Rallinasloe  1 find  it  almost  impossible  to  get  my 
sheep  into  the  fair,  such  an  inconvenience  would  be  avoided  by  having  different  fair  days 
for  sheep  and  horned  cattle.  The  proprietors  of  fairs  and  markets  receive  the  tolls,  and 
do  not  afford  sufficient  accommodation  for  those  who  pay  them  ; they  should  provide  a 
field  for  the  fair,  and  no  cattle  should  be  allowed  to  stand  one  moment  in  the  street. 

739.  Is  there  sufficient  accommodation  in  this  town  for  fairs  ? — I think  there  is,  but  not 
for  markets.  I concur  with  what  Mr.  Cavendish  has  said  respecting  the  standings,  and 
perfectly  recollect  the  disagreement  between  Mr.  Gilden  and  the  butchers.  The  result  of 
that  quarrel  was,  that  the  butchers  refused  to  use  the  shambles  erected  by  the  company, 
and  erected  shambles  for  themselves  in  a very  narrow  lane  in  this  town,  called  Shamble- 
lane,  which  was  productive  of  very  great  inconvenience. 

740.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  in  which  all  the  agricultural  produce 
sold  in  this  town  should  be  weighed  and  sold,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an  efficient 
staff,  and  under  proper  supervision? — I think  it  would  be  most  beneficial  to  the  farmer; 
but  I think  that  the  market  ought  to  be  held  upon  every  day  in  the  week  : such  a market 
would  be  great  advantage  to  the  poor.  I forgot  to  state  that  the  fair  of  Turlough  is  a very 
great  nuisance ; and  that  I witnessed  a great  riot  at  the  fair  of  Newport,  in  consequence 
of  the  fair-green  not  being  large  enough,  and  some  of  the  cattle  having  got  off  the  fair- 
green  into  a man’s  ground;  upon  such  occasions  great  injury  is  done  to  cattle.  The 
fair-green  at  Balia  is  very  bad  ; and  I think  Sir  Robert  L.  Blosse,  the  proprietor  of  the 
fair,  should  give  more  accommodation  than  he  does  for  the  large  amount  he  receives  in 
tolls.  My  x-ecommendations  would  be,  to  let  no  person  receive  toll  who  does  not  give 
sufficient  accommodation  and  I would  make  all  parties  pay  a very  small  toll  on  going  into 
the  faii-greeu,  instead  of  coming  out,  aud  put  a stop  to  the  most  objectionable  course  of 
illegal  oaths,  and  the  disputes  and  rows  which  occur  in  consequence. 

Sir  Samuel  O'Malley,  hart.,  examined. 

741.  Can  you  suggest  anything  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  stated? — I think 
that  all  cattle  should  be  charged  for  standing,  upon  their  going  into  fairs,  and  that 
reasonable  accommodation  should  be  afforded,  by  the  proprietor  who  receives  the  tolls,  for 
all  cattle  exposed  for  sale  there.  I concur  in  all  that  has  been  said  in  favour  of  a general 
market,  where  everything  should  be  sold  and  weighed.  I do  not  see  why  potatoes  should 
be  exampted  from  charges  for  weighing. 

742.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  through  the 
country? — I would  be  very  much  in  favour  of  it.  I may  add,  that  bread  is  genei'ally  sold 
by  the  loaf,  but  they  will  weigh  it  if  required.  I would  recommend  that  all  bread  should 
be  sold  by  weight. 

John  Martin  Sheridan,  esq.,  examined. 

743.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— I am  the  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  in  this 
district. 

744.  Is  bread  always  weighed  when  it  is  sold?— Not  unless  the  purchaser  requires  it  to 
be  weighed. 
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745.  Are  any  frauds  practised  in  this  town? — Yes;  there  were  600  persons  convicted 
by  me,  in  this  district,  since  my  appointment,  for  using  .improper  weights  and  scales.  This 
has  put  a check  upon  the  practice  in  a great  measure,  and  there  is  not  now  so  much  fraud 
practised  in  this  way  as  there  was. 


. Westport,  October  9,  1852. 

The  Most  Noble  the  Marquess  of  Sligo  examined. 

746.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  is  the  market  held  in  this  town? Under  a very 

old  patent.  J 

747.  Does  the  patent  under  which  you  claim  define  the  tolls  to  be  received  by  you  ? I 

cannot  say,  but  I believe  it  only  grants  the  usual  and  accustomed  tolls. 

748.  When  was  the  market  established? — I cannot  say,  I believe  a very  Ion"  time  ago 

749.  How  often  is  the  market  held?— The  patent  gives  the  patentee  a right  to  hol’d 

markets  on  every  day  in  the  week ; but  the  general  market  is  held  upon  Thursday  or 
Saturday.  I will  send  you  a copy  of  the  patent  if  you  desire  it.  J 

7.50.  Who  is  the  owner  of  the  market? — I am. 

751.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market?— They  are ; but  I have  leased  the  tolls  of  the  Market 
to  Mr.  Bland,  for  £50  per  annum. 

752.  Are  the  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  seller? — I believe  by  the  buyer. 

753.  What  accommodation  do  you  give  for  the  tolls  ?— There  is  a shed  in  front  of  the 
market-house,  and  a market-place,  beams,  scales,  and  weights,  and  a weighbridge;  1 also 
keep  the  market  clock  in  repair ; there  are  also  shambles  for  the  sale  of  meat.  & 

754.  Is  the  market-house  devoted  to  market  purposes  ?— It  is  not  at  present,  with  the 
exception  of  the  shed  in  front  of  it. 

755.  Have  the  tolls  and  customs  been  always  leased? — No;  they  were  received  by  me 
for  some  time,  and  were  little  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the  expenses  and  keep  the  town 
clean. 

756.  Do  you  pay  the  taxes  ? — I do  not  at  present,  but  I formerly  did. 

757.  Are  you  also  the  patentee  of  the  fairs  held  in  this  town? I am  : there  are  seven 

fairs  held  in  the  town  every  year.  I may  add,  that  the  lease  to  Mr.  Bland  includes  the 
tolls  of  the  fairs  of  Westport,  Ardgower,  and  Louisberg. 

758.  Are  the  fairs  here  held  in  a field  or  fair-green  ?— No ; they  are  usually  held  in  the 
streets  of  the  town.  There  is  a fair-green,  but  it  is  not  enclosed,  and  not  sufficient  to 
accommodate  all  persons  frequenting  the  fairs. 

759.  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  a general  market,  in  which  all  the  agricultural 
produce  sold  in  this  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 
efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision  ? — I think  it  would  be  a very  great  advantage 
to  all  parties,  but  may  observe,  that  there  might  be  some  difficulty  in  procuring  sufficient 
accommodation,  as  the  town  is  built  in  a hollow ; this,  however,  might  be  obviated. 

760.  Can  you  suggest  anything  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated?— I cannot; 
I may  observe,  that  my  father  and  myself  discontinued  the  collection  of  a very  large  amount 
of  tolls  which  were  formerly  charged  in  the  market ; and  I made  a further  reduction  in 
the  tolls  lately.  They  are  now,  I believe,  much  lower  than  the  tolls  collected  in  the 
neighbouring  markets.  If  all  produce  sold  in  the  town  were  sold  and  weighed  in  the 
market,  a very  small  charge  would  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  expenses.  I would  not  object 
to  any  enactment  which  would  assimilate  the  tolls  in  all  the  markets,  and  settle  what  are, 
and  what  are  not,  legal  tolls. 

Mr.  William  Bland  examined. 

761.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  the  town  of  Westport. 

762.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a farmer.  I also  rent  the  tolls  of  this  market 
from  the  Marquess  of  Sligo;  the  tolls  of  the  fairs  of  Westport,  Ardgower,  and  Louisberg, 
are  also  included  in  that  lease. 

763.  How  often  is  the  market  held? — Upon  every  Thursday ; the  crane  is  used  upon 
every  day,  but  no  tolls  are  charged  upon  any  day  but  Thursday,  although  there  is  a charge 
for  weighing  upon  every  day, 

764.  Give  a list  of  the  tolls  and  cranage  charged  in  this  market? — {The  Witness  handed 
in  the  following  list ] : — 


A Schedule,  specifying  the  Toll,  Custom,  and  Dutv,  claimed  by  the  Marquess  of  Sligo,  and 
the  several  articles  sold  in  the  Towns  of  Westport,  Louisberg,  and  Ardgower. 


Pedler’s  stand,  2d.  to 

s.  d. 
. 0 1 

Milch  Cows,  per  head, 

. 0 

d. 

6 

Baker’s  do.,  . 

. 0 1 

Dry  Cows  and  Bullocks, 

. 0 

4 

Hardware  do., 

. 0 1 

Horse, 

. 0 

6 

Herring  do.,  2d.  to  . 
Hatter’s  do.,  . 

. 0 1 

Colt,  Ass,  or  Mule,  . 

. 0 

4 

. 0 1 

Sheep,  alive,  . 

. 0 

1 

Shoemaker’s  do., 

. 0 1 

Sheep,  slaughtered,  . 

. 0 

2 

Nailer’s  do.,  . 

. 0 1 

Live  Pigs, 

. 0 

1 

Leather-cutter’s  do.,  . 

. 0 1 

Sucking  Pigs,  per  load, 

. 0 

1 

Flannel  and  Frieze,  . 

0 1 

Slaughtered  Beef, 

. 0 

4 

CASTLEBAR, 
8th  October,  1852. 

~53. 

John  M.  Sheridan. 


WESTPORT, 
9th  October,  1852. 

54. 

The  Marquess  of 
Sligo. 


55. 

Mr.  William  Bland. 
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WESTPORT 
Otli  October,  1852. 

~55. 

Mr.  William  Bland. 


s.  cl. 

Veal  Calves,  . . . .02 

Lambs,  . . . '.0  1 

Goats,  . . . .01 

Kids,  . . . .01 

Dried  and  raw  Hides,  . .02 

Carts  of  Fish,  . . .04 

Loads  of  do.,  . . .02 

Butter,  per  crock,  . .02 

Potatoes,  per  sack,  . . .01 

Oatmeal,  per  cwt.,  . . .01 

Cabbage,  . . . .01 

Cabbage  Plants,  per  load,  . .01 

Fruit,  per  load,  . . .01 

Roots,  per  load,  . . .01 

Loy  Shafts  and  Dishes,  per  cart,  . 0 2 
Onions  per  load,  . . .01 

(Si* 


I s.  d. 

I Vegetables,  . . . .01 

I Cooper’s  Ware,  . . .01 

I Wool,  per  pack,  . . .10 

| Delft  and  Crockery,  . , .01 

Market  Crane,  per  draught,  . .01 

Feathers,  per  stone,  . . .01 

Baskets,  per  pair,  . . .01 

Butcher’s  pot,  . . .06 

Tents,  . . . .10 

Hay,  per  cart,  in  one  draught,  .04 

Hay,  per  cwt.,  . . .01 

Straw,  per  cart,  in  one  draught,  . 0 3 

Straw,  per  cwt.,  . . .01 

Herrings,  per  cart,  . . .04 

Herrings,  per  load,  . . .02 

I 


jned,)  William  Bland, 

Collector. 


7 65.  Is  the  sale  of  agricultural  produce  confined  to  the  market? — Almost  all  the  corn 
sold  in  this  town  is  sold  and  weighed  at  the  merchant’s  store;  there  is  scarcely  any  corn 
sold  or  weighed  in  the  market. 

766.  Is  any  toll  charged  for  weighing  corn? — Not  at  present;  Lord  Sligo  abolished  it. 

767.  Are  the  tolls  charged  paid  by  the  buyer  or  seller? — The  tolls  are  paid  by  the  buyer 
on  all  cattle,  by  the  seller  on  all  articles  of  agricultural  produce. 

768.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place? — No. 

769.  Is  there  a market-house? — There  is;  but  it  is  not  devoted  to  market  purposes, 
with  the  exception  of  a shed  outside  it. 

770.  Do  you  exact  tolls  on  grain  not  weighed  in  the  market-place  ? — I do  not. 

771.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed? — Yes. 

772.  Has  he  been  sworn  under  the  4th  Anne,  c.  14? — He  has  not;  I was  not  aware 
that  such  was  necessary. 

773.  Have  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights  been  provided  ? — Yes ; there 
is  one  pair  of  scales  and  a weighbridge. 

774.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town  sold  and  weighed  in  the  market 
scales?— It  is  not;  almost  all  the  corn  sold  is  weighed  in  the  merchants’  private  stores. 

775.  What  quantity  of  corn  would  you  say  was  weighed  in  your  scales? — There  is  not 
any,  except  in  seed-time ; the  principal  produce  weighed  in  the  market  scales  are  potatoes 
and  turnips. 

776.  What  are  the  charges  for  weighing  in  the  market  scales? — One  penny  for  each 
draught  of  a hundred-weight,  and  4 cl.  for  each  cart-load  of  hay  or  straw.  The  list  handed 
in  will  show  the  charges. 

777.  Do  you  never  charge  toll  on  hay  or  straw  unless  you  weigh  them? — I do  not;  I 
charge  for  nothing  but  weighing  them. 

778.  Is  there  a butter  market  in  this  town? — There  is  not;  butter  is  general!}-  staid  and 
weighed  in  private  stores. 

779.  What  are  the  deductions  from  the  gross  weight  made  in  weighing  in  the  market 
scales? — I make  no  deduction  whatsoever;  I generally  tare  the  sack,  and  deduct  the 
exact  weight  of  it  from  the  gross  weight. 

780.  In  weighing,  do  you  call  the  weight  by  standing  beam  or  by  down  weight? — By 
down  weight ; the  scale  must  go  to  the  ground. 

781.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  by  you  in  weighing? — I use  a one-pound  weight 
in  weighing  oatenmeal. 

782.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  weighing  corn  ? — Seven  pounds ; but  I allow 
the  sellers,  when  weighing  to  them,  their  sack,  so  that  they  get  the  full  weight.  But,  in 
fact,  I never  weigh  corn,  except  in  seed  time. 

783.  Is  any  deduction  made  by  you  for  beamage  ? — No. 

784.  What  weight  would  it  take  to  bring  the  scale  from  standing  weight  down  to  the 
ground  ? —About  one  pound. 

785.  In  your  weighbridge,  what  weight  would  it  take? — About  seven  pounds. 

786.  In  weighing  on  the  weighbridge,  do  you  make  any  deduction  for  the  cart? — No  ; 
we  put  the  cart  upon  the  weighbridge  and  deduct  its  exact  weight.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  put  the  carts  every  day  upon  the  weighbridge,  as,  if  I have  weighed  the  cart  the  day 
before,  I know  its  exact  weight. 

787.  If  all  the  corn  sold  in  the  town  was  sold  and  weighed  in  the  market-place,  would 
it  afford  sufficient  accommodation  ? — It  would  not. 

788.  Would  the  shed  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  weighing  it? — It  would  not. 

789.  How  many  beams  could  be  put  up  in  the  shed? — I think  it  would  afford  room  for 
four  beams  and  scales. 

790.  Does  the  weighmaster  keep  any  book  of  the  quantity  sold,  average  price,  and 
amount,  with  the  name  of  the  buyer  and  seller  ? — He  does  not  keep  any  book  or  record  of 
the  sales  made  in  the  markets,  but  he  puts  down  the  sales  each  day  upon  a piece  of  paper 
which  he  hands  to  me. 
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£rw'  5oes  !'°  ^®eP  any  record  of  the  particulars  I have  mentioned? — He  does  not.  WESTl’OliT, 

seller  JJ°CS  16  S'Ve  dny  docket  to  the  buyer  or  seller? — He  does,  if  required,  to  the  oth  October,  iso-e. 

79.5.  If  that  docket  were  lost,  could  he  give  a duplicate  of  it? — He  could  not.  , 

. 794'  If  Government  required  any  information  as  to  the  foregoing  particulars  of  the  sales  ' Wm'  BlamL 
in  your  market,  could  you  supply  it  ? — I could  ; but  it  would  not  be  very  accurate.  I 
coulcl  give  a return  of  all  the  hay  and  straw  sold  in  the  market  for  the  last  three  years,  but 
1 could  not  give  the  names  of  the  buyers  and  sellers,  for  they  are  not  entered. 

1 95.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  wheat  ?— In  this  town,  wheat,  oats,  and  barley 
are  always  sold  by  the  hundred-weight, 

, 7^6.  Does  a hundred- weight  always  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds  avoir- 
dupois ? It  does,  except  in  the  case  of  wool  and  feathers,  which  are  always  calculated  at 
sixteen  pounds  to  the  stone. 

797.  Is  there  a butter-market  in  this  town  ? — No. 

798.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter  ?— There  is  not ; butter  is  usually  sold  in  this  town 
tor  export  at  the  dealers’  private  stores. 

Inn'  wuUtt?‘  usualty  sold  by lumP  or  by  weight ?— It  is  usually  sold  by  weight. 

800.  What  is  the  greatest  quantity  of  corn  sold  in  a single  day  in  this  town  9—1 
cannot  say. 

801.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures? — There  is. 

80?.  How  often  does  he  visit  the  market  ?— About  four  times  every  year, 
on?'  w°,W  °.fte?  do  y°u  Set  your  weights  adjusted  ?— About  four  times  a year. 

804.  What  is  the  gross  annual  amount  of  the  tolls  received  by  you  ?— About  £100  per 
anon™  ’-nat  1 pay  £5°  per  annum  rcnt>  and  the  expenses  of  collection  are  about  £40. 

805.  Do  you  keep  the  shed  in  the  market-house  in  repair  ? — I do,  and  I pay  taxes  upon 

it  at  present.  1 J 1 

806.  Have  you  heard  of  any  frauds  being  practised  by  dealers  in  the  town  ? I have. 

On  many  occasions  I have  been  called  on  to  arbitrate  between  the  buyer  and  seller,  but 
have  ahvays  declined  to  do  so,  as  the  article  was  not  first  weighed  in  the  public  scales. 

807.  Do  you  charge  for  weighing  potatoes? — I do  not,  I charge  only  toll. 

808.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  to  charge  a small  sum  for 
weighing  on  each  sack  of  potatoes  ? — I do ; as  if  potatoes  had  to  be  weighed  free  a larger 
charge  must  be  made  on  corn  and  other  grain. 

William  Livingston,  esq.,  examined. 

809.  Where  do  you  reside?— In  the  town  of  Westport. 

810.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— I am  a merchant  and  corn  dealer 

811.  Do  you  buy  or  sell  in  this  market  ? — I generally  buy. 

comet  Y0U  iaT<!  h8a'd  tlW  Kmmt  of  the  last  witlless.  are  they  correct  ? They  aro 

you  weigh  all  the  com  yon  bay  at  your  own  stores?— I do. 

814.  Will  yon  explain  the  system  of  weighing  adopted  by  you  in  your  own  stores  ?— 

The  corn  is  purchased  by  me  by  private  sale— in  sacks  of  oats,  weighing  from  three 
hundi  ed  to  four  hundred- weight ; or  of  wheat,  from  five  hundred  to  five  hundrld  and  a-half 
It  is  brought  to  my  stores,  and  weighed  there  by  the  hundred-weight,  and  seven  pounds  or 
fourteen  pounds  deducted  for  the  weight  of  the  sack.  We  always  take  the  weigh?  down  to 
the  ground;  sometimes,  however,  the  sacks  are  tared,  and  the  total  amount  of  the  weight 
of  the  sacks  deducted  from  the  gross  weight.  0 

O,1?'  Is  “y  de<incti<»'  “ade  in  your  private  stores  for  beamage  ?— There  is  not. 

81b.  Why  do  you  not  m every  case  tare  the  sacks  ?— Because  a great  quantity  of  corn 
SlbtWM  *1  S.TS,U?0n, i0rS?'.  “d  wouM  occasio"  a Sreat  deal  of  trouble  to  have 
^ight  ?f  the  sJksSh8d  “”Sly’  ™d  111  8,1011  Cases  1 ™“Ilj  deduot  *0™ pounds- for  the 
s!  I'  5?a*  iS-  ,sman,est  ™S>1t  b7  you  in  weighing  com  ?— Seven  pounds. 
J-o^dswoSb^^oS, 88,81  P°UDdS  °r  anything  less  than  seven 

819.  Is  any  other  charge  made  by  you  in  weighing  ? No. 

and^pait^by^^i?— They  are?nI°ad  a”d  dep0sit  tl10  corn  in  your  stores  always  employed 

821.  Is  that  the  usual  custom  in  this  town? It  is. 

Ill'  w*1',?0  allJ  deduction  except  those  mentioned  by  you?— There  is  not. 
in  thetown  diSnKu  4 “aAet,  in  which  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  Kefwrod  to  in  the 

m the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an  efficient  staff  p'.I'wf,  p.  S3,  as 
and  under  proper  supervision  ?_I  think,  that  if  a market  of  that  kind  were  established  Q'  m 
it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  all  persons ; I should,  for  the  public  good,  be  strongl?  in 
favour  of  such  an  arrangement,  although  it  might  be  inconvenient  to  myself;  but  I do  not 
‘M1  ?bo"ld  consider  my  own  convenience  in  a matter  affecting  the  public  good 
weighed  b^Sr^rU,Sll8d-  'T8ldd  ”0t  “ SmaJI  cllarSe  each  sack 
825.  In  case  you  purchased  in  such  public  market,  would  you  require  it  to  be  weighed 
again  m your  own  stores  ?-In  some  cases,  I should,  undoubtedly,  check  the  weiglimaster’s 
re  urn,  but  I would  not  make  any  charge  for  doing  so.  It  would  be  only  for  Sy  ow? 


56. 

W.  Livings!  or 
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seT 

W.  Livingston,  esq. 


57. 

Mr.  J.  Buchanan. 


826.  Do  you  think  that  such  an  arrangement  would  he  satisfactory  to  the  seller  ? 

I do ; for  all  persons  would  be  thereby  put  upon  an  equality. 

827.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  frauds  being  practised  upon  the  sellers  by  reason  of 
the  corn  being  weighed  at  private  stores  instead  of  in  the  public  market  ? — 1 have  heard 
of  frauds  being  practised. 

828.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  market  being  held  everyday  ? — lam. 

829.  Are  you  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  the  weights  and  measures  through  the 

country?— I am;  I would  abolish  the  old  barrel,  and  make  the  hundred-weight  the 
standard  everywhere.  If  all  weight  could  be  brought  to  decimals  it  would  be  an 
advantage.  . , . . . 

830.  Would  it  not  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  farmer,  m every  case,  to  take  the  exact 
weight  of  the  corn,  and  afterwards  to  tare  the  sacks,  and  deduct  the  exact  weight  of  sacks 
from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn  ? — I think  it  would ; and  the  merchants  would  regulate 
their  price  accordingly. 

831.  Can  you  offer  any  suggestion  in  addition  to  what  you  have  already  stated? — 1 cannot. 

832.  Does  not  the  present  system  operate  in  favour  of  the  dishonest  merchant,  and  go 
far  to  drive  the  fair  trader  from  the  market  ? — It  does. 

833.  It  is  possible,  under  the  present  system,  to  get  any  accurate  statistical  return  ot  the 
quantity  sold,  the  average  price,  and  amount  ? — It  is  not. 

834.  Do  you  think  that  sufficient  accommodation  could  he  found  in  this  town  for  such  a 

general  market  as  I have  described? — I do;  I think  two  acres  of  ground  would  be  sufficient 
for  the  purpose.  _ „ 

835.  What  should  you  say  was  the  greatest  quantity  of  corn  sold  in  a week  m this  town  ( 

I should  say  at  present  about  600  or  700  tons;  in  the  year  1846  I took  into  ray  concerns 
in  one  week  500  tons.  . 

836.  Can  you  suggest  anything  further? — I cannot;  except  that  I do  not  know  ot  any 
town  in  which  the  system  of  weighing  is  more  fairly  carried  on  among  the  merchants  than 
in  Westport ; but,  as  I before  said,  I consider  a general  market,  though  it  might  he  incon- 
venient to  me  personally,  would  be  a great  public  advantage,  and  I advocate  it  accordingly. 

The  following  evidence  has  been  forwarded  to  us  in  writing  by  Mr.  Buchanan.  I shall 
read  it,  as  he  is  not  able  to  attend ; and  if  any  person  present  has  any  remark  to  make  on  the 
subject,  we  shall  be  glad  to  receive  it. 


Evidence  of  Mr.  J.  Buchanan. 

The  buyer  claims  an  allowance  for  beamage  and  all  odd  pounds  under  half  a stone ; the 
allowance  for  beamage  is  deducted  as  a cast,  and  this  entirely  depends  on  the  goodness  ot 
the  beam,  some  beams  taking  three  or  four  pounds  to  cast  them,  while  others  are  cast  by 
Tinlf  a pound,  the  latter  are  those  used  within  doors,  hut  such  as  are  constantly  exposed  to 
wet  outside  doors  take  a heavier  cast.  . . . , , . . 

I shall  explain  the  mode  of  weighing  by  an  example.  Suppose  a single  bag  brought  to 
scale,  and  it  weighs  three  hundred-weight  standing  beam.  The  crancr  is  entitled  to  a cast ; 
and  as  he  does  hot  recognise  a smaller  weight  than  half  a stone,  he  calls  the  gross  weight  two 
hundred  three  quarters  and  twenty-one  pounds ; the  tare  of  the  bag  is  then  to  be  deducted, 
and  suppose,  as  it  frequently  happens  with  country  people,  that  it  is  of  light  texture,  and 
weighs  two  to  four  pounds,  the  craner  deducts  seven  pounds  for  the  sack,  and  the  net 
weight  to  the  seller  is  two  hundred  three  quarters  and  fourteen  pounds.  Suppose,  however, 
the  bag  to  weigh,  with  a cast,  two  hundred  three  quarters  and  twenty-seven  pounds,  standing 
beam,  six  pounds  mil  still  be  lost  for  the  cast ; and  it  is  equally  great  on  any  smaller  sack 

°f  ThTioss  by  either  cast  or  tare  of  bags  is  less  to  a seller  having  a cart  of  corn  to  dispose 
of  than  to  a person  having  but  one  bag.  In  the  former  case  two  and  three  bags  are  often 
placed  in  the  scale  together,  and  there  is  only  one  cast  deducted  on  the  entire,  and  m 

taring  the  sacks  the  whole  number  is  placed  at  once  in  the  scale. 

This  mode  of  weighing  has  been  in  use  here,  I believe,  as  long  as  any  one  living  remembers ; 
and  though  apparently  a gain  to  the  buyer,  it  is  frequently  not  so.  The  lower  order,  to  meet 
these  deductions,  of  which  they  complain  very  hardly,  resort  to  many  frauds.  Water  is 
frequently,  in  the  early  season,  thrown  on  the  corn ; and  in  filling  it  is  a common  practice  to 
place  in  the  middle  of  the  sack  a gallon  without  a bottom,  into  which  is  tin-own  all  the 
dirty  and  light  corn ; sand  and  stones  are  also  added — as  the  sack  is  being  filled  the  vessel 
is  carried  up  to  the  top.  This  mode  is  adopted  to  keep  the  bad  corn  from  the  outer  part 
of  the  sack,  and  thus  render  it  impossible  for  the  buyer  to  detect  it  until  the  corn  is  started 


on  the  floor  of  the  store.  . , . , c ,, 

The  buyers  are  free  from  blame  in  thus  weighing  corn,  it  has  been  the  modus  of  the 
country;  but  until  it  is  put  an  end  to  by  legislative  enactment,  as  it  should  be,  it  will  not 
he  discontinued.  Let  the  mode  of  weighing  be  standing-beam,  the  deduction  for  tare  be 
only  the  actual  number  of  pounds  which  the  empty  sack  weighs,  and  then  the  seller  will 
have  no  inducement  to  resort  to  fraud. 


58. 

John  Geraghty,  esq. 


John  Geraghty,  esq.,  examined. 

837.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  the  town  of  Westport. 

838.  Wliat  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  at  present  a grocer  and  spirit  dealer ; I was  in 
the  corn  trade,  but  am  not  at  present. 
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...  839.  You- have  heard  the  statements  which  have  been  made,  do  you  concur  in  them? — 

I entirely  agree  with  Mr.  Livingston ; the  system  of  weighing  adopted  in  his  stores  is  the 
same  as  adopted  in  the  other  private  stores  in  this  town. 

840.  Have  you  any  suggestion  you  can  offer? — I have  not. 

841.  Would  you  approve  of  the  establishment  of  a general  market,  such  as  I have 
described  ? — I would ; I think  the  people  would  he  better  satisfied  with  such  an  arrange- 
ment, as  the  seller  would  sell  at  greater  advantage,  and  the  buyer  would  get  better  weight. 

842.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  through  the 
country  ? — I would. 

843.  Have  you  heard  of  any  complaints  of  fraud  having  been  made  in  consequence  of 
the  corn  sold  in  this  town  being  weighed  in  the  private  stores  ? — I have. 

John  Martin  Sheridan,  esq.,  examined,  59. 

844.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  for  this  J-  M-  Sheridan,  esq., 
district. 

845.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — About  six  miles  from  Westport. 

846.  Have  many  cases  of  fraudulent  weights  came  under  your  notice? — The  weights  at 
Westport  are  at  present  very  correct,  and  have  been  so  for  the  last  two  years.  Since  my 
appointment  I have  obtained  over  600  convictions  against  persons  who  were  using  improper 
weights  and  measures. 

847.  Do  you  find  the  weights  in  the  merchants’  stores  generally  correct  ? — They  are  now 

very  correct.  , . . 

848.  Have  you  obtained  convictions  against  any  respectable  persons  ?— I have ; against 
almost  every  respectable  person  in  this  town,  except  Messrs.  Livingston,  Pinkerton,  and  q.  825.’ 
Thompson.  I think  the  greatest  frauds  are  committed  in  the  country,  at  private  scales 

and  mills,  where  they  do  not  charge  for  weighing,  but  merely  keep  scales  for  the  con- 
venience of  their  customers.  In  those  cases  they  almost  always  lean  to  the  buyers,  and  the 
man  weighing  frequently  receives  money  from  them,  to  give  them  a greater  weight  than 
they  are  entitled  to.  That  practice  is  carried  on  very  extensively  at  Claremorris,  and  the 
poor  farmers,  who  cannot  take  their  corn  to  a distance,  are  robbed. 

849.  Are  the  farmers  aware  that  they  are  not  fairly  dealt  with  ? — They  are,  and  cannot 
help  it ; and  in  return  practise  frauds  in  the  sacking  of  their  corn,  to  meet  the  imposition, 
in  not  having  their  corn  weighed  correctly. 

850.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing,  or  give  us  any  information,  in  addition  to  what  you  have 
already  stated.  I cannot. 

Mr.  Thady  Gorman,  examined.  60. 

Mr.  Thady  Gorman. 

851.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  the  town  of  Westport. 

852.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a butter  buyer. 

853.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  been  stated  by  former  witnesses? — Referred  to  in  the 

Yes;  in  selling  butter,  great  frauds  are  committed  by  both  buyer  and  seller:  by  the  buyer,  p‘  2o’  as 

in  sending  persons  to  the  country  to  purchase  butter,  and  promising  a much  higher  price 
than  they  will  give  when  it  is  brought  to  their  store ; and  by  the  seller,  in  fraudulently 
making  up  the  butter.  Very  fraudulent  weights  are  also  used  by  the  buyers,  as  the 
police  well  know. 

854.  Is  butter  sold  by  weight  or  lump  ? — By  weight ; there  are  eighteen  ounces  to  the 
pound,  if  sold  in  rolls,  otherwise  it  is  only  sixteen  ounces  to  the  pound. 

855.  What  deductions  are  made  by  you  in  weighing  butter? — Four  pounds  per  hundred- 
weight. 

856.  Can  you  suggest  any  remedy  for  the  evils  you  have  detailed  ? — I am  strongly  in 
favour  of  a public  market,  such  as  has  been  described,  and  I have  frequently  spoken  about 
it  to  Mr.  Bland. 

James  Pinkerton,  esq.,  examined. 

857.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a miller  in  the  town  of  Westport. 

858.  Do  you  generally  buy  or  sell  in  the  market  ? — I used  to  buy  grain  in  the  market,  I 
now  generally  buy  pork. 

859.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  or  suggestions  ? — I think  that  a general  market, 
such  as  has  been  described,  would  be  a benefit  to  the  town,  and  to  all  buyers  and  sellers  in 
the  market. 

860.  Do  you  approve  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  through  the  country  ? — 

I do. 

861.  In  buying  pork  do  you  make  any  deduction  forbeamage? — In  buying  dead  pigs 
eight  pounds  on  every  pig  is  deducted  for  beamage ; we  do  not,  however,  buy  dead  pigs. 


61. 

J.  Pinkerton,  esq. 


WESTPORT, 
9th  October,  1852. 

~58. 

John  Geraghty,  esq. 


Ballinrobe,  October  11,  1852. 

Courtney  Kenny,  esq.,  j.p.,  examined,. 

862.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  the  town  of  Ballinrobe. 

863.  Under  what  patent  is  this  market  held  ? — I behove  the  patent  was  granted  more 
than  200  years  ago,  before  the  rebellion  of  1641. 

864.  Who  is  the  owner  of  the  market  ? — Colonel  Knox.  The  tolls,  were  leased  to  me 
and  to  my  father  for  seventy  years. 


BALLINROBE, 
11th  October,  1852. 

62. 

C.  Kenny,  esq. 
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BALLINUOBE, 
i 1 lh  October,  1802. 

~62. 

C.  Kenny,  esq. 


865.  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market  days? — The  patent,  I 
Relieve,  gives  a right  to  hold  the  market  upon  Mondays  and  Wednesdays,  but  it  is  now 
only  held  upon  Mondays. 

, 866.  Are  tolls  paid  in  this  market  ? — They  are. 

867.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place? — No;  but  there  are  four  markets,  for  the  sale 
of  corn,  meal,  potatoes,  cattle,  and  eggs. 

86S.  Is  there  a market-house  ? — There  is  one  at  the  court-house,  but  there  is  no  market- 
place adjacent  to  it. 

869.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed  ? — Yes. 

870.  Have  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  weights,  and  scales  been  provided? — No  ; I 
think  an  additional  number  would  be  a great  advantage. 

871.  Is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  confined  to  the  market-places  ? — No ; a great 
deal  of  corn  is  sold  at  the  merchants’  stores,  and  about  the  streets. 

872.  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  a general  market,  in  which  all  the  agricultural  pro- 
duce brought  into  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 
efficient  staff,  and  under  the  supervision  and  inspection  of  a sworn  weighmaster  ? — I should 
be  strongly  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  such  a market,  as  I think  it  would  confer 
great  benefit  upon  the  buyer  and  the  seller,  as  well  as  upon  the  town  ; and  the  charge  for 
weighing  in  it  might  be  very  small.  The  present  system  affords  a great  open  for  fraud. 

873.  Would  you  be  in  favour  bf  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  through  the 
Country  ? — -I  undoubtedly  would. 

874.  Can  you  tell  the  deductions  or  allowances  made  in  weighing  butter  ? — I believe  the 
stone  of  butter  is  usually  calculated  at  sixteen  pounds,  with  a tret  of  eight  pounds  upon 
every  hundred-weight. 

875.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  beneficial  if  the  Legislature  defined  by  Act  of  Parliament 
'what  should  be  deemed  reasonable  tolls  ? — I think  it  would. 

876.  Can  you  suggest  anything  in  addition  to  what  you  have  already  stated  ? — The 
regulations  for  selling  bread  in  this  town  are  extremely  bad,  as  well  as  the  bread  itself. 

877.  Is  bread  sold  by  weight  ? — It  is  not ; and  great  frauds  are  practised  in  the  sale  of  it. 

878.  What  system  is  adopted  in  weighing  wool? — The  buyer  takes  standing  weight,  a 
deduction  is  made  for  beamage,  and  the  sacks  are  tared. 

879.  Have  you  any  fui-ther  suggestions  to  offer  to  the  Commissionei's  ? — I would  be  in 
favour  of  a general  market,- and  aix  assimilation  of  tolls  and  customs,  as  well  as  weights  and 
measures ; and  I would  oblige  parties  i-eceiving  toll  to  provide  proper  accommodation  ; and 
I would  advise  that  a small  charge  should  be  made  on  entering  the  fair  green,  instead  of 
when  leaving  it ; and  I would  also  do  away  with  all  deductions,  and  weigh  standing-beam 
with  one  pound. 

Mr.  Michael  Cannan  examined. 

880.  Wliei*e  do  you  reside? — About  three  miles  from  this  town. 

881.  What  is  your  occupation? — 1 rent  the  tolls  of  the  market  from  Colonel  Knox;  I 
am  also  a farmer. 

8>2.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market  ? — Yes. 

883.  Give  a list  of  the  articles  liable  to  it,  with  the  amount  paid  upon  each? — I have 
not  one  in  my  possession  at  present,  and  I live  three  miles  from  the  town,  but  I will  send 
you  a correct  one. 

[ Witness  sent  the  following  Zfst]  : — 


Schedule  of  Tolls  and  Customs  of  the  Town  of  Ballinrobe. 


s.  d.  s.  d. 

Every  horse  sold,  . . . .00  Every  sheep, 01 

,,  colt  or  fdley,  ....  0 6 „ sheep  and  lamb,  . . . 0 !•£ 

milch  cow,  ....  0 6 „ goat,  . . . . .01 

.,  dry  cow,  bullock,  or  heifer,  .04  „ goat  and  kid,  . . . 0 1£ 

„ half  collop,  „ .03  „ tent  or  cabin,  . . .10 

yearling,  . . . .02  „ cart  of  wooden  ware,  . .10 

calf, 0 1 „ ass, 0 3 


884.  Is  there  no  toll-board  exhibited  in  the  market? — There  is  not ; nor  am  I aware  of 
it  ever  having  been  done. 

685.  Is  there  no  printed  copy  of  the  market  tolls  levied  in  this  town? — Not  that  I 
know  of. 

886.  Have  the  persons  employed  by  you  to  collect  the  tolls  any  printed  or  written  copy 
of  the  tolls  payable  in  this  market  ? — They  have  not ; upon  fair  days  I give  them  a written 
paper  containing  the  charges  they  are  to  make  upon  the  articles  sold,  but  I did  not  do  so 
on  the  last  fair  day. 

887.  If  they  have  not  any  paper  in  their  possession  showing  the  legal  tolls  payable  in 
the  market,  how  do  they  know  what  amount  to  charge  upon  each  article  ? — I tell  them  the 
amount,  and  they  can  tell  by  their  recollection. 

888.  Suppose  a dispute  arose,  and  the  seller  refused  to  pay  toll,  could  your  men  furnish 
him  with  any  written  list  of  them? — They  could  not ; in  that  case  they  would  refer  to  me. 

889.  But  you  have  no  written  or  printed  list  youi-self  ? — I have  not ; but  I should  recollect 
the  amount  to  be  charged  upon  each  article  for  toll ; or  I could  bring  in  the  written-  list  of 
charges  from  the  country. 
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890.  Are  the  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  by  the  seller? — By  the  buyer  upon  all  cattle, 
by  the  seller  upon  all  articles  of  agricultural  produce  liable  to  tolls. 

891.  Are  any  of  the  market  places  enclosed  ? — No ; they  are  held  in  a large  square. 

892.  Is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  confined  to  the  market  places  ? — No  ; it  is 
frequently  sold  about  the  streets  of  the  town,  and  at  the  dealers’  stores. 

893.  Is  there  a weighmaster  for  each  beam  ? — There  is. 

894.  Is  each  weighmaster  sworn  under  the  4th  Anne,  c.  14  ? — No  ; none  of  them  have 
been  sworn. 

895.  Have  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights  been  provided  for  each 
market? — Not  if  all  the  produce  sold  in  the  town  was  weighed  in  them ; there  is  no  weigh- 
bridge. 

896.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town  weighed  in  the  market  scales?—^ 
No ; a great  deal  of  it  goes  to  be  weighed  in  the  merchants’  private  stores. 

897.  Give  a list  of  the  charges  made  by  you  for  weighing  in  the  market  scales  ? — I charge 
one  penny  on  every  draft,  except  in  weighing  wool,  for  which  I charge  two  pence  per  draft, 
or  six  pence  for  weighing  a pack. 

898.  Is  much  wool  weighed  in  the  market  in  this  town? — Very  little. 

899.  Do  you  charge  one  penny  per  draft  without  reference  to  the  weight  ? — I do. 

900.  Explain  the  system  of  weighing  adopted  in  the  market? — The  scale  must  not 
actually  rest  upon  the  ground,  but  it  must  touch  it  three  times  ; merchants  will  not  take 
standing  weight. 

. 901.  What  weight  would  it  take  to  bring  the  scale  from  standing-beam  to  the  ground  ?-..' 
I should  say  about  two  pounds. 

902.  What  deductions  are  made  by  you  in  weighing  for  the  weight  of  the  empty  sack 
or  beamage  ? — I generally  deduct  fourteen  pounds  for  the  weight  of  the  empty  sack  and 
beamage,  but  I have  sometimes  deducted  but  seven  pounds,  where  the  texture  of  the  sack 
was  very  light. 

903.  Do  you  ever  tare  the  empty  sacks,  and  deduct  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn 
the  exact  weight  of  the  empty  sacks  ? — I never  do. 

904.  Do  .you  keep  a book  in  which  you  enter  the  quantity,  average  price,  and  amount 
of  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  and  weighed  in  your  market,  with  the  names  of  the 
buyer  and  seller  ? — I do  not  keep  any  book. 

905.  Suppose  Government  required  you  to  give  a return  of  the  quantity,  average  price, 
and  amount  sold,  could  you  do  so  ? — I could  not,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  although  I 
might  be  able  to  tell  the  number  of  sacks  which  were  sold  in  the  market,  as  the  man 
weighing  the  produce  gives  me  a return  of  the  number  of  sacks  weighed  every  day. 

906.  Do  you  ever  give  a docket  to  the  seller  of  the  quantity  weighed,  average  price, 
and  amount  ? — I do  not,  unless  required. 

907.  Suppose  that  after  a sale  a dispute  arose  between  a man  and  his  employer  as  to 
those  particulars,  would  you  be  able  to  supply  a satisfactory  docket  of  them  ? — 1 could  not ; 
but  in  cases  where  the  owner  of  the  produce  does  not  attend  himself  I am  generally  required 
to  give  a docket;  but,  generally  speaking,  a man  comes  into  the  market  with  his  own  corn. 

908.  Suppose  the  seller  lost  his  docket  upon  his  way  home,  could  you  supply  him  with 
a duplicate  of  it  ? — I could  not. 

909.  Then  you  keep  no  book  of  any  sort  ? — I do  not ; each  parcel  of  corn  as  it  is  weighed 
is  marked  by  the  weighmaster  with  chalk,  upon  the  seller’s  hat,  and  I keep  no  account  of  it. 

910.  If  the  day  was  wet  might  not  the  mark  be  washed  off? — It  might. 

911.  Might  not  the  carman  or  owner  change  his  hat  with  another  person? — He  might; 
and  it  is  frequently  done. 

912.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  in  weighing  corn? — Seven  pounds. 

913.  The  weight  of  the  sack  is  seven  pounds  or  nothing  ? — It  is. 

914.  If  the  scale  was  at  standing  beam,  would  you  deduct  seven  pounds  ? — I would. 

915.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  wheat? — In  this  market  we  do  not  weigh  by  the 
barrel,  but  always  by  the  hundred-weight. 

916.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  potatoes  ? — It  is  usually  calculated  at  sixty-four 
stones,  but  potatoes  are  generally  weighed  by  the  stone. 

917.  Is  a stone  weight  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds  avoirdupois  ? — It  is;  except 
in  the  case  of  wool,  which  is  always  calculated  at  sixteen  pounds. 

918.  Does  a hundred- weight  always  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds  avoirdupois? 
— It  does. 

919.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter  in  this  market  ? — There  is  not. 

920.  Is  butter  sold  by  weight  or  by  lump? — By  weight. 

921.  Is  butter  generally  sold  in  the  market? — Sometimes  it  is,  but  it  is  also  sold  about 
the  streets. 

922.  What  is  the  greatest  quantity  of  corn  ever  sold  here  in  a day  ? — I cannot  say. 

923.  What  is  the  principal  agricultural  produce  sold  in  this  town  ? — Oats. 

924.  Is  there,  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  district? — There  is;  Mr. 
Sheridan  is  his  name  ; he  is  here. 

925.  Does  he  often  visit  the  market  ? — He  does. 

926.  Does  he  generally  find  the  weights  correct  ? — He  does. 

927.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  frauds  having  been  practised,  by  reason  of  the  corn 
being  generally  weighed  at  the  merchants’  private  stores? — Never. 

928.  What  is  the  gross  annual  amount  of  the  receipts  by  you  for  tolls? — About  £100 
per  annum. 


BALLINROBE, 
llt/t  October,  1852.. 
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929.  Who  is  it  keeps  the  market-house  in  repair  ? — The  market-house  forms  a part  of 
the  court-house,  and  it  is  kept  in  repair  at  the  expense  of  the  county. 

930.  Who  keeps  the  beams  and  scales  in  repair?— I do.  , 

931.  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  this  town?— Two;  one  upon  Wlntsun  Tuesday,  the 

other  upon  the  5th  of  December.  . , 

932.  What  tolls  are  charged  at  those  fairs  ? — I he  same  as  those  charged  at  themaikets. 

933.  Are  the  tolls  paid  when  the  cattle  are  going  into  or  out  of  the  fairs?  W hen  they 

are  sold,  and  going  out  of  the  fairs.  . , , ., 

934.  Are  oaths  ever  tendered  to  persons  going  out  of  the  fairs,  as  to  whether  the  cattle 

are  sold  or  not? — They  are.  , , . , • , , 

935.  Do  they  usually  swear  them  upon  the  Scriptures? — They  do  not;  they  make  them 

touch  a piece  of  paper  which  is  nailed  to  a post.  . . . , 

936.  Are  the  fairs  held  in  a fair-green? — They  are  held  m a large  square  adjoining  the 

PU9S7.SToCwliom  does  that  square  belong  ?— It  is  the  private  property  of  Colonel  Knox. 

93S.  Does  it  afford  sufficient  accommodation  for  holding  the  lairs. — I think  it  does, 
but  it  is  not  enclosed.  , , 9 T 

939  Do  you  charge  toll  upon  cattle  sold  upon  any  day  hut  the  market  day  . 1 charge 
for  weighing  upon  every  day ; and  if  I saw  any  cattle  sold  upon  any  other  day,  I would 
exact  toll  upon  the  sale.  , . « T , 

940.  Do  you  think  that  any  improvement  could  be  made  m your  market  i i do  not 

941.  Would  it  not  he  an  improvement  to  keep  a book  of  the  quantity,  average  price,  and 

amount  of  the  produce  sold  ? — I think  it  might.  , 

942.  Do  you  not  think  that  giving  a regular  docket  would  he  more  satisfactory  than 

marking  it  with  chalk  upon  the  hat  of  the  seller  ? — It  would. 

943.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 
efficient  staff,  and  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  the  agricultural  produce  brought  into 
town  should  he  sold  and  weighed  ? — I would  not ; the  market  is  better  as  it  is  ; it  would 
be  very  difficult  to  find  a place  affording  sufficient  accommodation  for  that  purpose.  _ 

944.  Then  the  present  market  accommodation  would  not  be  sufficient,  it  all  the  agricul- 
tural produce  sold  in  the  town  were  weighed  in  the  market  place  . It  would  not. 

945.  Have  you  any  further  information  you  can  give  us? — I have  not;  it  might  he  very 

useful  to  have  another  beam  and  scales.  , . . , 

946.  What  is  the  height  of  your  scales  at  standing  beam?-  -About  nine  inches. 

Robert  Tighe,  esq.,  examined. 

947.  What  is  you  occupation? — I am  a shopkeeper,  in  the  town  of  Ballinrobe.  . 

948.  You  have  heard  the  answers  which  have  been  given  to  us  by  the  former  witnesses, 
do  you  concur  in  them  ? — I do  not  concur  in  all. 

949.  Will  you  state  in  what  particulars  you  differ? — There  is  no  system,  no  regularity 

in  the  market,  the  greatest  confusion  prevails,  and  the  greatest  injustice  is  practised  upon 
the  farmer.  There  never  was  a market  which  required  a greater  degree  of  reform.  Stones 
are  frequently  put  into  the  scales  as  weights,  and  I believe  instances  have  occurred  of  a 
man  getting  into  the  scales  as  a weight.  Many  sellers  consider  that  they  do  not  get  the 
weight  to  which  they  are  entitled,  and  that  they  are  better  dealt  with  at  the  merchants 
stores.  I have  often  given  seven  pounds  a sack  in  addition  to  the  weight  given  by  the 
weighmaster  at  the  public  scales.  . 

950.  Do.  they  in  the  market  scales  usually  lean  to  the  buyer  or  the  seller  c lo  the 
buyer.  There  is  not  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  weights,  and  scales,  and  there  is  no 
weighbridge.  All  these  circumstances  operate  against  the  farmer. 

951.  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation, 
an  efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  the  agricultural  produce 
brought  to  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed? — It  is  very  much  required,  and  very 
much  to  he  desired.  It  would  be  a very  great  benefit  to  all  parties ; the  honest  mer- 
chant would  .be  delighted  at  it,  and  the  farmer  would  gain  considerably  by  such  an 

952.  If  such  a market  was  established,  and  corn  was  weighed  there,  would  you  consider 
it  necessary  to  have  it  weighed  over  again  at  your  private  stores ?— I would  not;  I might 
weigh  one  bag  in  a load,  if  I suspected  any  unfair  dealing,  but  generally  I would  take  the 

953.  Does  not  the  use  of  no  smaller  a weight  than  seven  pounds  in  the  market  scales, 

operate  injuriously  to  the  farmer? — It  does.  . , , , , . , , . 

954.  Would  it  not  be  much  better  if  the  corn  was  weighed  to  the  pound  with  standing 
beam,  the  sacks  subsequently  tared,  and  their  exact  weight  deducted  from  the  gross  weight 
of  the  corn? — I think  it  would  be  the  fairest  mode  of  dealing.  The  farmer  frequently  takes 
advantage  of  the  allowance  for  the  sack,  and  by  wetting  it,  or  some.other  means,  makes  it 
weigh  more  than  fourteen  pounds.  I may  add,  that  all  the  scales  m this  town  take  more 
than  seven  pounds  to  bring  them  from  standing  beam  to  the  ground,  as  required  m weighing, 
so  that  a man  may  lose  near  one  stone.  I may  also  mention  a practice  adopted  by  jobbers 
and  dealers  through  this  town  and  country.  They  weigh  the  corn  they  purchase  m the 
maykpt  . scales,  .and  sell  it  in  Westport,  or  some  other  large  town,  at  a distance  of  fifteen  • 
miles  from  the  place  they  purchased  it,  for  the  same  price  they  give  for  it.  I hey  have 
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frequently  informed  me  that  they  were  enabled  to  do  so,  in  consequence  of  the  improper 
system  of  weighing,  and  the  extra  weight  obtained  in  the  public  scales. 

955.  Have  you  ever  known  of  bribes  having  been  given  to  the  persons  weighing,  to 
induce  them  to  give  greater  weight  to  the  buyer  than  he  was  entitled  to  ? — I have  known  of 
some  instances  of  that  kind ; but  the  general  object  in  leaning  unfairly  to  the  buyer  is 
because  the  buyer  is  generally  a friend  or  relative  to  the  weighmaster. 

956.  What  deductions  ai-e  made  in  weighing  agricultural  produce  in  a merchant’s  stores 
for  sack  and  beamage  ? — The  usual  deduction  is  seven  pounds  for  the  sack,  and  seven 
pounds  for  beamage. 

957.  Is  there  any  charge  made  for  weighing  at  the  merchants’  stores  ? — There  is  not. 

958.  Is  there  any  charge  for  porterage  ? — No ; I always  pay  my  own  porters. 

959.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — I would  have  no  barrel  at  all,  and  I would  weigh  entirely  by  the  hundred- 
weight and  stone ; I would  have  a stone  of  wool  always  consist  of  fourteen  pounds.  I may 
add,  that  the  weighmaster  has  no  right  to  charge  for  weighing  potatoes  in  the  market 
scales. 

960.  Do  you  think  potatoes  should  be  weighed  free,  as  the  effect  of  such  would  be  to 
raise  the  charge  upon  corn  and  other  grain ? — I do  not  see  any  reason  why  a small  charge 
should  not  be  paid  upon  weighing  potatoes,  though  it  is  illegal,  at  present,  to  do  so. 

961.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  the  toll-collector  claiming  a larger  toll  than  he  was  entitled 
to  ? — I cannot  mention  an  instance  at  present.  I am  aware  of  their  having  made  a great 
deal  of  money.  There  being  no  board  posted,  a great  opportunity  is  afforded  for  fraud; 
and,  for  myself,  I must  say  that  I have  not  seen  a toll-board  posted  in  the  market  for  a 
long  time. 

962.  Can  you  give  us  any  further  information? — I cannot ; the  system  of  weighing  in 
the  public  scales  induces  me  to  have  my  corn  weighed  in  my  own  scales,  as  I could  not 
get  justice  in  the  public  scales;  and  I consider  this  market  requires  a thorough  reform.  I 
also  agree  with  the  suggestions  made  by  a former  witness  about  the  fans,  as  the  present 
system  is  quite  abominable,  and  leads  to  perjury,  rioting,  and  great  abuse  of  the  unfortu- 
nate cattle. 

William  Burke,  esq.,  examined. 

963.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a farmer,  in  Connemara. 

964.  Can  you  suggest  anything  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated? — Yes ; the 
system  of  forestalling,  in  the  potato  market,  is  very  injurious  to  the  farmer,  and  requires 
to  be  remedied.  I have  seen  persons  purchasing  up  all  the  potatoes  upon  which  they 
would  lay  their  hands,  as  they  were  coming  into  the  market,  and  the  consequence  has 
been,  that  they  were  thus  enabled  to  put  what  price  they  liked  upon  them  in  the  market. 
The  system  of  forestalling  is  very  generally  carried  on  in  other  articles. 

Mr.  N.  Walsh,  examined. 

965.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Near  Ballinrobe. 

966.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a farmer. 

967.  Do  you  principally  sell  or  buy  in  the  market? — I principally  sell.  _ 

968.  You  have  heard  the  answers  which  have  been  given  by  previous  witnesses,  do  you 
concur  in  them  ? — I concur  with  Mr.  Tighe  in  almost  everything  he  has  stated.  The 
market  is  very  much  in  want  of  reform.  There  is  a great  want  of  additional  beams  and 
scales,  and  proper  market  accommodation,  under  proper  supervision. 

969.  Have  you  known  of  any  fraud  having  been  practised,  from  persons  weighing  their 
corn  at  the  merchants’  stores? — I have.  Mr.  Clendining  effected  a great  improvement  in 
the  market,  but  a great  change  has  taken  place  in  the  arrangements  since  his  time. 
Nothing  was  charged  for  toll  for  a long  time,  but  only  for  weighing ; however,  the  charges 
for  weighing  have  since  been  converted  into  toll.  The  present  system  of  weighing-  affords 
a great  opportunity  for  practising  frauds.  Whilst  I was  the  weighmaster  of  this  town, 
the  jobbers,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  up  the  corn,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  it 
again,  frequently  offered  to  give  me  money  if,  in  weighing  corn  for  them,  I would  give 
them  more  than  their  due  weight. 

970.  Did  you  ever  accept  money  from  them? — I never  did.  At  the  time  I was  weigh- 
master, I kept  a registry  of  the  sales  made  in  the  market,  with  the  weight  of  every  sack, 
and  of  every  draft.  The  present  system,  in  the  potato  market,  is  calculated  to  increase 
the  number  of  forestalled,  as  the  sellers  are  not  fairly  treated  in  it.  A great  number  of 
persons  collect  round  the  scales,  and  render  it  impossible  to  have  the  potatoes  fairly 
weighed.  There  is  not  a perfect  weight  in  that  crane. 

971.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 
efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in 
the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I would,  as  far  as  corn  would  go ; but  I think  pigs 
should  be  sold  in  the  fair-green. 

972.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  merchant  to  purchase  in  such  a 
market  ? — I think  it  would. 

973.  Do  you  think  that  a sufficient  sum  would  be  received  to  pay  the  person  employed  ? — 
I think  , there  would. 

974.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  the  weights  and  measures  all  through 
the  country  ? — I would. 
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975.  Can  you  suggest  anything  in  addition  to  what  you  have  already  stated? — I cannot 
except  I conceive  the  present  system  to  be  very  injurious  to  the  public;  and  certainly  great, 
complaints  are  made  of  it.  I do  not,  however,  think  that  fourteen  pounds  is  too  much  to 
allow  for  the  sack,  as  if  a sack  is  wet  it  would  weigh  a great  deal  more. 

976.  Would  it  not  be  better,  in  every  case,  to  tare  the  sack,  and  deduct  its  exact  weight 
from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn  ? — I think  it  would  be  a benefit  to  the  farmer,  and  that 
lio  injury  could  be  done  to  the  buyer  thereby. 

977.  Do  you  think  that  there  would  be  any  danger  of  the  farmer  defrauding  the  buyer1 
in  case  the  sack  were  weighed? — I do  not  think  there  would;  at  all  events  it  might  he 
easily  provided  against.  I may  add,  that  if  the  people  were  aware  of  the  objects  for  which 
this  Commission  was  issued,  they  would  come  in  in  hundreds,  to  bless  you  and  return  you 
thanks,  as  they  are  robbed  at  present  to  a frightful  extent,  by  unfair  weighing  and  improper 
deductions. 

Mr.  John  Martin  examined. 

978.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a farmer,  residing  in  Connemara. 

979.  Do  you  buy  in  this  market? — Yes;  I buy  a great  deal  of  wool  in  the  market. 

_ 980.  What  deductions  are  made  in  weighing  wool  in  this  market? — If  the  pack  weigh 
eight  hundred-weight  the  tret  is  eight  pounds,  one  pound  per  hundred-weight  is  always 
deducted  for  beamage  in  weighing  wool. 

Mr.  John  Martin  Sheridan  examined. 

981.  You  are  the  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  in  this  district? — I am. 

982.  Have  you  detected  many  persons  using  improper  weights  and  measures  in  this 
town  ? — I convicted  140  persons  for  using  light  weights  in  this  town. 

983.  Were  any  of  the  persons  you  convicted  merchants,  holding  a respectable  position 
in  the  town  ? — Yes,  a great  number  of  them;  but  I should  observe,  that  not  near  as  much 
fraud  as  formerly  is  carried  on  at  present  in  this  town.  In  one  case  I knew  a person  con- 
victed for  placing  a man  as  a weight  in  the  scales.  I purchased  a sack  of  corn  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  if  such  was  the  case,  and  sent  it  to  be  weighed.  The  sack  was  returned 
as  weighing  six  stone  less  than  its  real  weight;  and  the  way  it  was  made  so  much  less  was 
that  the  man  that  was  placed  in  the  scales  to  represent  fourteen  stone,  stood  upright  in  the 
scale,  and  by  forcing  the  beam  upwards  with  his  hand,  made  the  weight  of  the  sack  six 
stories  lighter  than  it  really  was. 

984.  Was  any  charge  made  for  weighing  upon  that  occasion? — No;  the  cranergot  quite 
sufficient  remuneration  by  his  unfair  mode  of  weighing.  I have  also  seen  parties  after 
getting  new  weights  pouring  lead  into  them. 

985.  Did  the  case  to  which  you  have  referred  of  a man  being  placed  in  the  scale,  occur 
in  this  town? — No,  the  case  to  which  I referred  took  place  at  a country  mill;  but  I have 
known  of  a man  getting  into  a scale  as  a weight  in  this  town. 

Dr.  Twiss  examined. 

986.  Can  you  suggest  anything  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  stated? — There  is 
a great  want  of  shambles  in  this  town;  I have  seen  pigs  killed  in  the  streets  of  this  town, 
and  meat  is  carried  about  the  town  in  a state  very  much  calculated  to  injure  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  town. 

" Michael  O' Shaughnessij,  esq.,  Assistant  Barrister,  suggested  that  some  of  the  abuses 
alleged  to  exist,  and  of  the  frauds  which  prevailed,  might  be  abated  by  the  adoption  of 
market  juries. 

Rev.  Mr.  Anderson  suggested  that  a weighbridge  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
market,  and  was  much  required. 


Ballina,  Tuesday,  October  12,  1852. 

Henry  Joynt  examined.  § 

987.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  the  town  of  Ballina. 

988.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I rent  the  tolls  of  the  market  in  this  town  from  Colonel 
Knox  Gore. 

989.  Under  what  patent  is  this  market  held? — I cannot  tell;  I believe  the  patent  is  a 
very  old  one. 

990.  When  was  the  market  established  ? — The  market  has  been  in  existence  for  the  last 
twenty  years  to  my  knowledge ; but,  I believe,  from  time  immemorial. 

991.  How  often  is  it  held,  and  what  are  the  market-days? — Once  every  week,  upon 
Monday. 

992.  Who  is  the  owner  of  the  market  ? — Colonel  Knox  Gore. 

993.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market? — They  are. 

994.  Give  a list  of  the  various  articles  liable  to  toll,  with  the  amount  paid  upon  each.— 
\The  following  list  handed  in  as  evidence ] : — 
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A boitEDULE,  specifying  tlie  Customs,  Tolls,  and  Duty,  claimed  by  Colonel  Knox  Gore,  on  tlie 
several  articles  sold  in  the  market  of  Ballina,  or  otherwise  Belleek. 


s.  d. 

Pedlers,  per  stand,  . . .03 

Bakers,  . . . . .02 

Hardware,  . . . .02 

Herrings,  . . . .02 

Iiatters,  . . . .02 

Shoemakers,  . . . .02 

Nailers,  . . . .02 

Leather-cutters,  . . .02 

Flannels  and  friezes,  . . .02 

Milch  cows,  . . . .06 

Dry  cows,  . . . .05 

Horses  and  asses,  . . .02 

Sheep,  . . . .02 


s.  d. 

[ Each  dead  pig,  . . .02 

Sucking  pig,  . . . .02 

Dead  sheep,  . . . .02 

Dead  beef,  . . . . 0 6 

j Butter,  per  crock,  . .01 

| Potatoes,  per  sack,  . . .01 

Oats,  per  sack,  . , .01 

Cabbage,  per  load,  . . .01 

Fruit,  per  load,  . . .01 

| Loy  shafts  and  shovels,  . .01 

Vegetables,  per  load,  . .02 

I Cranagh,  sloat,  and  dillisk,  . .01 

| Coppers  for  ditto,  . . -01 


99-i.  Are  the  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  by  the  seller? — By  the  buyer,  upon  cattle;  by 
the  seller,  upon  all  other  articles  of  agricultural  produce. 

996.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ? — There  is. 

997.  Is  there  a market-house? — There  is;  but  we  cannot  induce  the  public  to  avail 
themselves  of  it. 

998.  Is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  confined  to  the  market-place  ? — It  is  not  • 
nearly  all  the  corn  is  sold  and  weighed  in  the  merchants’  private  stores. 

999.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed  for  the  market? — Yes. 

1000.  Have  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights  been  provided? Yes. 

1001.  Has  the  weighmaster  been  sworn  under  the  4th  Anne,  c.  14  ?— He  has  not  although 

his  predecessor  was.  ’ • 

1002.  Is  all  agricultural  produce  sold  weighed  in  the  market  scales?— No;  it  is  almost 
always  weighed  at  the  merchants’  private  stores. 

1003.  Is  any  charge  made  for  weighing  corn,  independent  of  toll? — No;  we  charge  whether 

they  weigh  or  not,  if  sold  in  the  market.  If  it  goes  to  the  merchants’  stores  no  charge  is 
made  for  weighing.  & 

1004.  If  a load  of  corn  stood  for  the  day  in  the  market-place,  and  was  not  sold,  would  a 
charge  be  made  for  it?— No;  I have  never  done  so. 

1005.  Is  any  toll  charged  in  the  schedule  board  for  corn? — There  is  not. 

1006.  You  say  you  charge  Id  per  draught  upon  all  corn  weighed  in  the  scales,  do  you 
make  that  charge  irrespective  of  the  weight  of  the  sack?— I do. 

1007.  What  kind  of  agricultural  produce  do  you  principally  weigh  in  the  market? 

Potatoes. 


1 008.  In  weighing,  do  you  give  standing  beam  or  down  weight  ?— The  sack  must  go  near, 
but  it  need  not  touch  the  ground. 

1009.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  by  you  in  weighing? — Seven  pounds. 

1010.  If  the  beam  was  seven  pounds  at  standing  weight,  would  it  be  taken? — It  would 
not ; but  I would,  under  those  circumstances,  allow  the  farmer  to  take  that  quantity  out,  and 
trim  his  sack. 

1011.  What  deduction  in  the  nature  of  beamage  or  allowances  are  taken  from  the  gross 
weight  of  the  sack  of  corn  ? — None.  I generally  tare  the  sack,  and  deduct  its  exact  weight 
from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn. 

1012.  Does  the  weighmaster  keep  a book,  in  which  to  enter  the  quantity  sold,  average 
price,  and  amount,  with  the  names,  of  the  buyer  and  seller? — He  does  not  keep  any  book. 

1013.  Does  he  give  any  docket  of  the  sales  to  the  buyer  or  the  seller? — He  does  not. 

1014.  Have  you  more  markets  than  one  in  this  town? — Yes:  there  is  another  in  which 
meat  and  butter  are  sold. 

1015.  Is  any  record  kept  of  the  sales  which  take  place  in  the  market? — No. 

1016.  If  Government  required  you  to  furnish  them  with  the  quantity  of  grain  sold  and 

weighed  in  the  market,  with  the  average  price  and  amount,  could  you  do  so? I could  not. 

1017.  If  a dispute  arose  between  the  person  employed  to  sell  corn  and  his  employer  as  to 
the  quantity  sold,  subsequently  to  the  delivery  of  the  corn,  could  you  supply  him  with  a 
docket? — I could  not. 

1018.  Is  agricultural  produce  generally  sold  by  the  barrel  or  by  the  hundred-weight  in 
this  town? — By  the  hundred-weight. 

1019.  There  is,  then,  no  barrel  of  oats? — Sometimes  oats  are  sold  in  barrels  of  three 
hundred-weight. 

1020.  Is  there  a barrel  of  barley? — There  is;  and  its  weight  consists  of  three  hundred- 
weight. 

1021.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  wheat? — Two  and  a-half  hundred- weight,  or 
twenty  stone. 

1022.  What  of  potatoes? — Ten  hundred-weight,  or  eighty  stone. 

1023.  Is  a stone  weight  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds  avoirdupois? — It  is,  except 
in  tlie  case  of  wool,  which  is  calculated  at  sixteen  pounds. 

1024.  Does  a hundred-weight  always  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds  avoir- 
dupois ? — It  does. 


G 


BALLINA, 
12/7i  October,  1852. 

7iT 

Henry  Joynt. 
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1025.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter? — There  is  not;  the  butter  is  sold  about  the 
streets  of  the  town. 

1026.  Is  butter  usually  sold  by  weight  or  by  lump? — By  weight. 

1027.  I-Iow  is  bread  sold? — Generally  by  the  loaf,  and  not  by  the  weight. 

1028.  What  is  the  principal  agricultural  produce  of  this  part  of  the  country? — Oats. 

1029.  What  is  the  greatest  quantity  of  corn  you  ever  knew  sold  in  the  market  in  one 
day? — I should  say,  about  700  sacks  of  twenty-four  stone. 

1030.  Do  you  rent  the  tolls  of  the  fairs  held  in  this  town,  as  well  as  of  the  markets? — 
I do ; I am  entitled  to  the  tolls  of  the  fairs  and  the  markets  as  the  executor  of  my  father. 

1031.  What  rent  do  you  pay  for  the  tolls? — If  you  require  me  to  mention  it  to  you,  I 
will  do  so ; but  I would  rather  that  it  should  not  be  made  public. 

1032.  What  accommodation  do  the  public  get  for  the  tolls  of  tho  fair? — They  get  an 
enclosed  fair-green. 

1033.  How  many  fairs  in  the  year  are  held  in  this  town  ? — Three  every  year. 

1034.  Are  the  tolls  paid  upon  entering,  or  going  out  of  the  fairs?— Upon  going  out  of 
the  fairs. 

1035.  Is  an  oath  ever  tendered  to  a person  going  out  of  the  fair  as  to  whether  the  cattle 
are  sold  or  not? — Yes:  but  only  in  case  he  is  suspected. 

1036.  If  the  person  in  charge  of  the  cattle  refused  to  swear,  would  you  exact  the  toll? — 
I would. 

1037.  Does  not  that  practice  lead  to  perjury? — I do  not  think  it  does. 

1038.  Does  it  not  make  a person  think  lightly  of  the  obligation  of  an  oath? — It  does ; 
it  woyjd  be  much  better  if  the  practice  were  put  an  end  to. 

1039.  Are  all  the  cattle  sold  in  the  fair-green  ? — They  are ; the  fair-green  is  sufficiently 
largej  and  is  enclosed. 

1040.  Have  you  heard  of  any  frauds  having  been  committed,  in  consequence  of  the  corn 
sold  being  weighed  in  the  merchants’  stores? — I have  heard  persons  express  dissatisfac- 
tion at  it. 

1041.  What  were  the  nature  of  then-  complaints  ? — They  said  that  they  did  not  get  suffi- 
cient weight. 

1042.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  practice  of  weighing  at  a merchant’s  private  stores? 
— Yes ; Id.  is,  by  arrangement,  charged  upon  every  draught. 

1043.  How  is  the  sum  produced  thereby  appropriated? — It  is  applied  in  keeping  up  the 
quays  of  the  town. 

1044.  Is  any  deduction  made  in  weighing  at  the  merchants’  stores? — No ; in  the  private 
store  they  generally  tare  the  sack,  and  deduct  the  exact  weight  from  the  gross  weight  of 
the  corn. 

1 045.  In  weighing,  does  the  merchant  take  standing  weight  or  down  weight? — They 
take  down  weight. 

1046.  How  much  would  it  take  in  the  merchant’s  scales  to  bring  the  scale  from  standing 
weight  to  down  weight  ? — I think  about  three  pounds. 

1047.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  weighing  at  the  merchants’  stores? — Seven 
pounds. 

1048.  Then  the  weight  of  the  sack  is  either  seven  pounds  or  nothing? — It  is. 

1049.  Have  you  any  further  information  to  give,  or  suggestions  to  offer? — I have  not. 

1050.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 
efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  the  agricultural  produce  brought 
into  the  town  should  be  weighed  and  sold? — I would  ; I think  it  would  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  public,  as  well  as  of  the  merchant,  and  would  very  much  promote  tho  interests  of 
the  town,  and  of  the  country  generally. 

1051.  Would  not  all  parties  be  thereby  put  upon  an  equality? — They  would. 

1052.  Do  you  think  the  merchants  in  this  town  would  object  to  such  an  arrangement? — 
I do  not  think  they  would ; they  would  have  no  reason  to  do  so,  although  some  might. 

1053.  Do  you  think  such  an  arrangement  would  give  satisfaction  to  the  farmers? — I am 
sure  it  would. 

1054.  Would  it  not  be  fair  to  weigh  to  one  pound  in  every  market,  and  then  tare  the 
sacks,  and  deduct  the  exact  weight  of  the  empty  sacks  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn  ? — 
I think  it  would ; but  such  could  not  be  carried  out  unless  there  was  a public  market,  such 
as  you  have  described. 

1055.  Would  it  not  be  advisable  to  have  the  weighmaster  in  such  market  sworn? — I 
think  it  would  be  quite  necessary. 

1056.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  through  tho 
country  ?— I would. 

1057.  What  would  you  think  of  compelling  the  patentee  of  the  market  to  supply  sufficient 
accommodation  in  the  market,  at  a small  charge,  as  toll,  for  all  butter  and  agricultural 
produce  coming  into  it  ? — I think  it  would  be  very  desirable. 

J.  Malley,  esq.,  j.p.,  examined. 

1058.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  this  town ; I have  been  a buyer  in  this  market  for  tho 
last  forty  years. 

1059.  Do  you  concur  in  the  statements  that  have  been  made  relative  to  the  system  of 
weighing  adopted  in  the  merchant’s  stores  in  this  town  ? — I was  the  first  person  who  brought 
a ship  across  the  bar  and  up  to  this  town.  The  merchant  always  charges  the  seller  1 d.  per 
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sack,  and  keeps  an  account  of  the  sums  received  in  respect  of  that  charge,  and  applies  it  BALLINA, 
to  the  keeping  the  quays  in  order,  and  in  paying  the  harbour  and  pilot  dues.  12 th  October,  1852. 

1060.  Does  the  seller  object  to  your  making  this  charge? — He  does  not.  — — 

1061.  Is  it  compulsory  upon  the  seller  to  pay  it? — No;  he  need  not  pay  it  if  he  does  T ,,  „ 

not  like,  but  we  will  not  buy  his  corn  unless  he  does.  Ma  - ’ es<1' 

1002.  Have  you  Commissioners  in  this  town? — We  have  Harbour  Commissioners. 

1003.  Is  any  other  charge  made  for  weighing  in  merchants’  stores? — There  is  not;  I 
may  add,  that  the  merchants  pay  6d.  per  ton  on  corn  purchased  by  them,  for  repairs  of  the 
quays. 

1004.  What  deductions  are  made  in  merchants’  stores  for  beamage  and  sack? — No 
deduction  js  made  for  beamage,  and  seven  pounds  is  generally  deducted  for  the  weight  of 
the  sack,  irrespective  of  the  quantity  of  corn  it  contains ; sometimes  if  the  sacks,  upon 
being  emptied,  appear  to  be  very  heavy,  we  tare  them,  and  deduct  their  exact  weight  from 
the  gross  weight  of  the  corn. 

1005.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  in  weighing  in  your  stores? — Seven  pounds. 

1006.  Then  the  corn  is  either  seven  pounds  or  nothing? — It  is. 

1067.  Have  you  heard  of  any  complaints  of  frauds  practised,  in  consequence  of  the  com 
being  weighed  in  private  stores? — No;  I think  the  sellers  generally  are  better  satisfied 
with  weighing  at  the  private  stores  than  in  the  market  scales. 

1068.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  one  general  market  in  this  town,  with  sufficient  accom-  Referred  to  in  the 
modation,  an  efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  the  agricultural  "Report  p.  22,  as 
produce  brought  into  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I should  be  most  strongly  in  1043' 
favour  of  such  a market,  which,  1 think,  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  all  parties,  the  seller, 

and  the  honest  buyer,  especially  in  the  sale  of  oats;  and  I think  that  all  parties  would  be 
better  satisfied  at  such  an  arrangement. 

1069.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  through  the 
country  ? — I would ; it  would  be  the  fairest  mode  of  dealing,  but  in  this  town  we  generally 
buy  by  the  stone  or  hundred-weight,  and  not  by  the  barrel. 

1070.  Do  you  buy  in  the  fairs  in  this  town? — Very  seldom. 

1071.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  charging  all  cattle  going  into  the  fair  with  a small  sum, 
instead  of  exacting  toll  upon  those  going  out  of  it  ? — I think  it  would  be  a very  great  im- 
provement ; the  present  system  is  calculated  to  make  persons  think  very  lightly  of  an  oath. 

1072.  Would  it  be  an  advantage  to  regulate  by  act  of  Parliament  what  were  reasonable 
tolls,  all  through  the  country  ? — I think  it  vrould  be  very  desirable. 

1073.  Is  there  a butter-market  in  this  town? — There  is  not;  butter  is  generally  sold  in 
the  houses  and  about  the  streets ; in  the  sale  of  butter  there  is  sometimes  a great  deal  of 
unfair  dealing ; I think  it  would  be  a very  great  improvement  if  it  were  sold  in  a general 
market,  such  as  you  have  described.  Butter  is  always  bought  by  the  weight ; in  one  year  I 
bought  1 ,000  firkins  for  exportation. 

1074.  What  allowance  or  deduction  is  made  in  weighing  butter  ? — I never  make  any 
deduction,  except  the  tare  of  the  firkin,  but  I believe  eight  pounds  is  usually  deducted  for 
every  huudred-weight. 

1075.  Could  sufficient  accommodation  be  found  in  this  town  for  such  a market  as  I have 
described? — I think  there  could;  it  would  require  about  two  acres,  if  everything  were  sold 
in  the  same  locality. 

Colonel  Knox  Gore  requested  leave  to  put  the  following  question 

1 076.  Would  you  not  be  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  very  inconvenient  to  have  all  produce 
exposed  for  sale  in  one  place,  as  the  effect  would  be  to  bring  all  persons  through  the  town, 
and  oblige  them  to  bring  all  the  articles  for  sale  to  one  place  ? — I do  not  see  any  objection 
to  all  agricultural  produce  being  collected  in  one  place  for  sale. 

1077.  Might  not  the  general  market-place  be  very  inconvenient  for  one  class  of  articles, 
whilst  it  was  very  convenient  for  another  class;  would  it  not  be  more  advisable  to  have  several 
different  market-places,  each  appropriated  to  the  sale  of  such  articles  as  could  be  most  con- 
veniently brought  to  and  exposed  there  ? — 1 should  be  in  favour  of  one  general  market,  as 
the  inconveniences  resulting  from  having  several  distinct  markets,  and  several  distinct 
staffs,  would  more  than  counteract  the  inconvenience  to  which  Colonel  Knox  Gore  has 
alluded. 


Colonel  Knox  Gore,  examined.  74. 

. , , , , _ _t  1 n t Colonel  Kno. 

1078.  Under  what  patent  is  this  market  held? — Under  a very  old  one,  I cannot  state 
the  date. 

1079.  Who  is  the  patentee  ? — I am. 

1080.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  such  as  has  been  described,  in  which 
all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town,  should  be  sold  and  weighed? — I should  be 
decidedly  in  favour  of  a general  market.  I may  observe,  that  whilst  I consider  the  owner 
of  the  market  is  bound  to  provide  sufficient  accommodation  for  all  agricultural  produce 
coming  into  the  market,  he  is  also  entitled  to  some  protection  against  his  market  or  fair 
being  changed,  after  he  has  incurred  the  expense  of  providing  additional  accommodation 
for  that  purpose ; cases  have  recently  occurred,  in  which,  for  political  and  other  causes, 
markets  held  for  a very  long  period  have  been  deserted  by  all  sellers  and  buyers,  and  other 
markets  established  contrary  to  law,  to  which  all  persons  resort.  Thus,  for  example,  I 
heard  the  bell-man  calling  out  yesterday,  that  the  fair  usually  held  at  Dromore  West 
would  not  be  held  there  any  more,  and  the  same  thing  has  taken  place  at  Crossmolina.  It 
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BALLINA,  may  be  said  that  such  could  be  remedied  by  an  action  of  law ; but  who  would  be  imprudent , 
October,  1852.  enough  to  bring  an  action  against  a pauper,  by  whom  the  right  to  hold  the  new  market  is 
generally  claimed,  and  who  is  the  party  usually  put  forward  in  these  cases.  I think  it  is 
Colonel  Knox  Gore  veiT  questionable  whether  it  would  be  more  advisable  to  have  one  general  market,  such 
as  you  have  described,  or  several  distinct  markets  in  different  places,  for  the  sale  of  the 
different  kinds  of  produce  which  might  be  most  conveniently  brought  for  sale  to  them. 
I should  suggest  that  a Commissioner  should  be  appointed  for  to  ascertain  in  each  town 
which  mode  would  be  most  convenient  to  the  public,  generally,  whose  interests  and  con- 
venience are  exclusively  to  be  consulted ; and  if  such  Commissioner  were  of  opinion  that 
one  general  market  would  be  more  convenient,  then  let  sucli  be  adopted  irrespective  of  all 
private  rights. 

1081.  If  there  were  several  markets,  an  efficient  staff  and  a responsible  and  sworn 
weighmaster  would  be  required  in  each  ; would  it  not  be  better  to  have  one  competent 
and  respectable  person,  under  whoso  supervision  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  and 
cattle’  should  be  sold  and  weighed ? — l think  it  would,  and  this  certainly  is  one  strong  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  one  public  general  market. 

1082.  Could  sufficient  accommodation  for  one  general  market  be  provided  in  this  town? 
— Undoubtedly.  I would  undertake  to  do  so  in  case  the  Commissioner  reported  in  favour 
of  it.  The  present  system  is  extremely  injurious  to  the  farmers  and  capable  of  reform.. 
The  farmer  generally  lays  down  his  coni  at  the  stores  of  the  first  merchant  he  goes  to, 
and  he  frequently  receives  a less  price  for  it  thereby  ; and  by  reason  of  his  unwillingness 
to  leave  the  merchant’s  yard,  as  if  he  were  seen  doing  so,  it  might  be  supposed  that  his 
corn  was  rejected  for  some  cause,  and  his  subsequent  sale  might  bo  prejudiced  thereby. 

1083.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  further  upon  this  subject  ? — No.  I should  be  delighted 
if  a public  market  were  established,  such  as  you  have  described  ; and  I will  afford  every 
assistance  in  my  power  for  carrying  out  so  desirable  an  object.  I think  the  public  good 
is  alone  to  be  considered,  and  that  every  proprietor  is  bound  to  afford  sufficient  accommo- 
dation for  that  purpose,  irrespective  of  his  own  personal  interests. 

1084.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable  that  a small  toll  should  be  imposed 
upon  cattle,  upon  their  entrance  into  a market  or  fair,  in  place  of  having  toll  exacted 
when  they  were  going  out  ? — I am.  Nothing  can  be  worse  than  the  system  of  administer- 
ing oaths  to  persons  when  going  out  of  the  fair,  to  ascertain  whether  their  cattle  are  sold 
or  not.  It  is  calculated  to  diminish  the  solemnity  of  an  oath,  and,  I regret  to  say,  that 
many  people  in  this  country  esteem  an  oath  so  lightly  that  perjury  is  frequently  committed. 

1085.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  complaints  being  made  of  frauds  having  been  prac- 
tised in  consequence  of  agricultural  produce  having  been  sold  and  weighed  in  private 
stores  ? — I have,  frequently ; but  such  are  generally  made  of  the  person  weighing,  and 
not  of  the  merchant,  as  there  cannot  be  an  lionester  class  of  men  than  the  merchants  of 
this  town. 

1086.  Can  you  suggest  anything  in  addition  to  what  you  have  already  stated  ? — The 
system  adopted  at  the  fairs  in  this  neighbourhood,  is  extremely  bad.  It  is  utterly  impos- 
sible for  any  person  to  know  whether  to  send  their  cattle  to  a fair  or  not,  from  the 
uncertainty,  as  to  whether  the  fair  will  be  held  upon  the  usual  day  or  not.  I should  also 
suggest  that  if  the  market  were  established  iu  one  place,  or  in  several,  that  the  sellers 
should  not  be  allowed  to  place  their  stands  in  the  streets,  but  that  the  police  should  be 
empowered,  under  such  circumstances,  to  clear  the  streets,  as  they  are  not  empowered  by 
law  now  to  do.  so  as  to  compel  the  parties  to  go  into  the  market-place  or  fair-green.  I 
would,  upon  the  other  hand,  make  it  imperative  upon  the  proprietor  to  give  sufficient 
accommodation.  The  political  feeling  roused  by  the  late  election  has  had  a very  great  effect 
upon  the  fairs  of  this  country.  At  the  last  fair  of  Moyle,  a number  of  persons  armed  with 
bludgeons,  went  about  threatening  and  intimidating  persons  who  bought  anything  from 
persons  who  had  voted  for  Colonel  M'Alpine,  so  much  so  that  some  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
country  withdrew  their  cattle  from  the  fair. 

1087.  Would  you,  as  a proprietor  of  tolls,  object  to  any  legislation  which  would 
define  what  was  reasonable  toll,  and  assimilate  the  tolls  over  the  whole  country  ? — I would 
not ; and  I conceive  that  no  proprietor  should  be  allowed  to  levy  toll  unless  he  gave  the 
public  sufficient  accommodation  in  return  ; but,  at  the  same  time,  you  must  give  the  pro- 
prietor some  summary  mode  of  redress  against  any  person  establishing  a market  without 
a patent,  to  his  injury,  as  the  present  law  is  very  defective,  as  well  as  tedious  and  expen- 
sive ; and  until  you  secure  the  proprietor  his  rights  he  will  not  expend  money. 

Thomas  Paget,  esq.,  j.p.,  examined. 

1084  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a public  market,  such  as  has  been  described  ? — I would  ; 
and  I think  it  would  be  much  more  convenient  to  have  it  in  one  place  than  in  several  separate 
places,  as  suggested  by  Colonel  Knox  Gore  : the  former  would  be  a great  advantage  to  all 
parties,  and  there  is  a place  just  suited  for  the  purpose  in  the  very  centre  of  this  town. 

76.  Dr.  Atkinson  examined. 

• Atkinson. 

1089.  Can  you  suggest  anything  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated? — lam 
opposed  to  a public  market;  but  if  such  an  arrangement  were  carried  out,  I think  that 
there  should  be  several  distinct  markets  in  which  those  articles  which  could  be  most  con- 
veniently brought  there  should  be,.sold.  Sufficient  accommodation  could  not  be  found  in 


75. 

Thomas  Paget,  esq. 
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this  town  for  one  general  market.  I may  acid,  that  the  meat  markets  are  in  a disgraceful 
state,  and  that  there  is  not  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  meat  in  the  shambles.  This  is 
very  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Crane  examined. 

1090.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a merchant,  in  the  town  of  Ballina. 

1091.  Can  you  suggest  any  tiling  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  stated? — I have 
been  engaged  in  the  export  trade,  in  this  town,  for  twenty-three  years,  and  I must  say 
that  there  is  not  an  honcster  body  of  merchants  to  be  found  anywhere ; no  complaints 
have  been  made  of  their  having  defrauded  the  public  to  the  magistrates.  I do  not  see 
any  advantage  of,  in  every  case,  taring  the  sacks,  as  a fair  weight  is  always  deducted  for 
them. 

1092.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a public  market,  such  as  has  been  described? — No  ; I 
would  be  opposed  to  such  a system. 

1093.  What  is  your  objection  to  it? — Every  merchant  has  got  his  own  beams,  scales, 
and  weights,  and  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  him  to  have  to  spend  the  entire  day  at  the 
market,  instead  of  looking  after  his  own  business  at  his  stores ; besides,  the  day  might  be 
wet  and  cold,  and  such  might  be  very  inconvenient  to  the  merchant. 

1094.  Might  he  not,  if  there  were  a sufficient  accommodation,  make  his  purchases  with- 
out remaining  there  the  entire  day? — He  might;  but  still  I think  the  present  system  is 
more  convenient  to  me  than  a public  market  would  be. 

1095.  Would  not  a public  market  afford  greater  opportunities  to  the  merchant  of  seeing 
and  examining  the  corn  before  he  pui-chased  it  ? — It  would. 

1096.  Would  not  such  an  advantage  compensate  him  for  any  additional  trouble  he 

might  have? — It  would  not.  _ 

1097.  Would  not  the  present  system,  in  case  the  merchant  was  dishonest,  afford  an 

opportunity  of  defrauding  the  farmer  ? — I think  it  would  ; hut,  as  I said  before,  the 
merchants  in  this  town  arc  a very  honest  body  of  men,  and  the  farmers  are  extremely 
intelligent,  and  careful  in  protecting  their  own  interests.  .... 

1098.  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  have  a sworn  weighmaster  ? — I think.it  would  ; 
but  very  few  complaints  have  been  made  of  the  system  of  weighing  in  this  market. 


W.  Heron,  esq.,  examined. 

1099.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a miller,  in  this  town.  .,  , _ 

1100.  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  a general  market,  such  as  has  been  described  .— 
I think  that  nothing  could  be  more  reasonable,  and  that  it  is  very  desirable.  Until  that  is 
established  there  can  be  no  proper  system  in  our  market ; and  I am  satisfied  it  would  be 
both  beneficial  to  the  farmer  and  the  honest  merchant. 

1101  Do  you  think  that  the  farmer  would  object  to  such  a market?— I am  sure  he 
would  not,  as  the  present  system  is  very  inconvenient  to  him.  The  farmer,  coming  into 
the  town,  stops  at  the  tat  merchant's  store  he  meets  with ; and  if  he  goes  into  the  yard, 
he  '.vo, nid  rather  take  a lower  price  for  his  corn  than  it  is  worth  than  be  seen  coming  out 
out  of  it  with  his  corn  unsold. 

George  Orme,  esq.,  examined. 

1 102  Can  vou  suggest  anything  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated  ?— Yes ; I 
mav  mention  that  a fair  is  held  at  Crossmolina,  upon  the  loth  of  September,  under  a patent 
Wanted  in  the  year  1759,  upon  the  land  of  Mr.  Fetherstone.  That  tan-  has  been  regularly 

• held  np  to  a very  recent  period,  when  the  fair,  in  consequence  of  some  political  feehng,  has 
been  removed  to  another  townland,  in  the  same  locality,  by  a person  of  the ' name  of  Oo  „an 

i .1  -i,+  +u0  old  fnir  is  deserted,  the  new  one  is  resorted  to  by  all  the  people  m 
the  country  We  have  no  remedy  to  prevent  such  an  unlawful  interference  with  the 
rigta 7 the  proprietor,  except  by  resorting  to  very  expensive  legal  proceedings  agamst  a 

Was  there  a fair-green  at  Crossmolina? — There  was. 

HSf  Was  sufficient  accommodation  provided  in  snob  fair-green  ?-Yes,  there  was  just 
the  same  accommodation  as  there  had  been  for  100  years. 

Arthur  Symms,  esq.,  examined. 

1105  Can  yon  suggest  anything  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated  ?-The 
fair  at  Moyffi  was  to  take  place  on  Thursday,  but  it  was  preyented  by  the  misconduct  of 
certain  mu-ties  who  would  not  let  sales  take  place  in  it.  . , - , 

H06  Cannot  the  police  interfere  ?_They  cannot  on  ess  there  is  some  breach  of  the 
noace  although  such  is  a gross  interference  with  the  rights  of  the  proprietor.  At  New- 
peace,  Md  alld,  I understand,  it  is  in  contemplation  to  remove 

tTo’nS S lo3%  I^ave  received  a notice  to  that  effect.  Some  remedy  should 
bo  derfsod  to  prevent  such  an  interference  with  the  rights  of  proprietors,  I may  add, 
that  sS  cases^esult  entirely  from  political  feelings.  Great  abuses  prevail  m the  hntter- 
that  sjoh  cases  res  ^ a£d  de]ivered  his  butter,  and  afterwards  his  butter  was 

market.  I know  ^ “ ]l0  )lad  received  for  it  taken,  by  force,  out  of  his  pocket, 

forced  upon  hull,  an  tl  / and  110  person  would  take  Ins  butter,  I must  say,  I 

*!E  is  pttfd  upon  the  & of  the  buyer  than  that  of  the  seder. 
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Thomas  Jones,  esq.,  examined. 

HOT.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  to  the  Commissioners?—!  am  one  of  the 
largest  sellers  of  cattle  in  the  fairs  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  I should  he  strongly  in 
favour  of  all  cattle  paying  toll  upon  going  into  the  fairs,  and  not  when  they  are  coming 
out.  I would  oblige  all  parties  receiving  toll  to  provide  a proper  enclosed  fair-green,  and 
I would  allow  no  one  to  levy  toll  for  fairs  hold  on  the  high  road,  as  it  never  was  the  inten- 
tion that  any  person  should  levy  toll,  and  give  no  return  to  the  public. 


Peter  Kelly,  esq.,  examined. 

1108.  Can  you  suggest  anything  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  stated  ? — Yes, 
the  system  of  forestalling,  or  purchasing  up  the  butter  and  other  agricultural  produce, 
prevails  to  a dreadful  extent  in  this  locality.  With  respect  to  a general  market,  1 do  not 
see  any  place  in  the  town  which  would  bo  a convenient  site  for  one  public  market,  and 
which  would  afford  sufficient  accommodation  for  that  purpose.  I do  not  sec  any  objection 
to  having  several  separate  markets  in  different  parts  of  the  town ; but,  I think,  if  you  were 
to  concentrate  all  the  markets,  you  would  lower  the  value  of  a great  deal  of  property  in 
this  town,  which  is  now  let  very  high,  on  account  of  being  near  some  market. 


Sligo,  October.  13,  1852. 
Mr.  William  Clarke  examined. 


1109.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  the  town  of  Sligo. 

1110.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  the  deputy- weighmaster  of  this  town. 

1 1 1 1.  Under  what  patent  is  the  market  held  ? — I am  not  prepared  'to  say. 

1112.  When  was  the  market  established? — From  time  immemorial;  1 have  no  idea  of 
the  date. 

1113.  Does  the  patent  specify  the  particular  articles  liable  to  pay  toll  ? — I believe  not; 
I . saw  it  once,  and  I think  it  grants  the  usual  and  accustomed  tolls. 

1114.  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market  days? — It  is  held  three 
times  a week  ; upon  Tuesdays,  Fridays,  and  Saturdays. 

1115.  Does  the  patent  authorize  the  patentee  to  hold  a market  upon  three  days  in  the 
week  ? — I believe  it  does. 

1116.  Who  is  the  present  owner  of  the  market? — John  Wynne,  Esq.,  of  Hazlewood. 

1117.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market  ? — They  are. 

1118.  Give  a list  of  the  various  articles  that  are  liable  to  it,  with  the  amount  of  tolls. 

[ Witness  handed  in  the  following  copy  of  the  toll-hoard ] : — 


A List  of  Customs,  Toll,  and  Duty  claimed  by  John  Wynne,  Esq.,  Patentee  of  tlio  Fairs  and  Markets 
of  Sligo,  and  collected  by  William  Clarke,  or  his  Deputy. 


Each  barrel  or  back-load  of  herrings,  0 2 
Each  back-load  of  salmon  or  white  fish,  0 2 
Each  car-load  of  hoops  or  twigs,  . 0 4 

Each  back-load  of  do.  do.,  . 0 2 

Each  car-load  of  loy  shafts,  . .00 

Noggins,  dr  any  turned  ware,  . 0 4 

Each  back-load  of  do.,  . .02 

Each  back-load  of  rods  or  baskets,  . 0 2 

Each  car-load  of  do.,  . .04 

Each  pair  of  creels,  . . .01 

Each  hide,  kip,  or  runner,  . .01 

Each  calf  or  goat  skin,  . . 0 0| 

Each  horse,  mule,  or  ass  skin,  . 0 1 ' 

Each  dozen  of  rabbit  skin,  . .03 

Each  car-load  of  tanned  leather,  , 0 4 

Each  cake  of  fat,  . . .01 

Each  pig,  Id.;  sucking,  young  pigs,  . 0 

Each  sheep,  lamb,  kid,  veal,  and 
slink  calf,  . . .01 

Each  pack  of  wool,  . . . 0 10 

Each  sack  ,of  do.,  . . .02 

Each  piece  of  frieze,  flannel,  haircloth, 
or  drugget,  . . .01 

Each  back-load  of  hats,  . .04 

Each  stone  of  feathers,  . .01 

- Each  load  of  mats,  . . .02 

Each  car-load  of  lemons  or  oranges,  id., 

back-load  of  do.,  . .02 

, Each  car-load  of  bark,  . .04 

Each  sack  of  dillisk  or  cranagh,  . 0 2 

Each  roll  or  lump  of  butter,  . 0 0| 

Each  quarter  of  bacon,  . ,01 
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Each  car-load  of  cabbage,  or  any  kind 
of  vegetables,,  . . . 

Each  back-load  of  do.,  . . 

Each  load  of  besoms  and  rushes, 

Each  car-load  of  earthenware, 

Back-load  of  do- 
Each  covered  standing, 

On  fair  days, 

Each  small  standing, 

On  fair  days, 

Each  lcather-rcutterand  brogue  maker’ 
standing, 

On  fair  days, 

Each  flannel  standing, 

On  fair  days, 

Each  butter  standing, 

On  fair  days, 

Each  back-load  of  cabbage  plants, 

Each  car-load  of  d 
Each  cask  of  butter, 

Each  carcase  of  beef. 

Each  carcase  of  mutton,  veal,  and  pork,  0 
Each  horse  sold  at  fair,  . . " 

Each  cow  or  bullock  above  two  years’ 
old,  . 

Each  do.  under  two  years’  old. 

Each  sheet),  lamb,  and  pie1. 

Wheat,  . , 

Barley, 

Oats,  rye,  malt, 

Flour,  oatmeal,  and  potatoes, 


0 61 
0 1 
0 2 


0 2 
0 2 
0 2 
0 4 
0 1 
0 2 
0 2 
0 4 
0 2 
0 4 
1 


J,  the  32nd  part 


William  Clarke, 
Deputy-  Weighmaster. 
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^l°  all,?ie  tc!!Is  on  t'iat  board  levied  at  present? — With  some  exceptions  they  are. 

1120.  Are  tons  paid  by  the  buyer  or  the  seller  ? — By  the  seller  on  all  articles  of 
agricultural  produce,  by  the  buyer  upon  all  cattle. 

1121.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place? — There  are  three  enclosed  market-places: 
one  lor  corn,  another  for  butter,  and  a third  for  pigs. 

1122.  Is  there  an  enclosed  fair-green? — There  is. 

1123.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed? — John  Wynne,  esq.,  is  the  weighmaster ; I 
am  the  deputy-weighmaster  of  the  corn  market. 

1124.  Have  you  been  sworn  under  the  -1th  Anne,  c.  14  ? — I have  not. 

1125.  Have  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  weights,  and  scales  been  provided  ? — Yes. 

1126.  Is  all  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  market-place  ? — No  ; a very  great  quantity 
of  it  is  sold  m the  streets  of  this  town. 

1 127.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town  weighed  in  the  market  scales  ? 

It  is  not ; a great  quantity  of  it  is  weighed  in  the  merchants’  stores. 

1128.  What  is  the  lowest  weight  used  in  the  market  scales  in  weighing  oats? — Seven 
pounds. 

1129.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  adopted  in  this  market? — We  weigh  standing 
beam,  allow  seven  pounds  for  beamage,  tare  the  sack,  and  deduct  its  exact  weight  from 
the  gross  weight  of  the  corn. 

1 1 .30.  Do  you  make  a deduction  of  seven  pounds  for  beamage  in  weighing  potatoes? I do. 

1131.  The  w eight  of  all  agricultural  produce  must  be  seven  pounds  or  nothing  ? — It  must. 

1132.  Suppose  the  actual  weight  of  the  corn  to  be  twenty  stone  six  pounds,  for  what 
quantity  would  the  farmer  be  paid? — lie  would  only  be  paid  for  nineteen  stone  seven 
pounds,  less  the  tare  of  the  sack. 

1 1 33.  Then  the  farmer  might  lose  on  every  draft  nearly  thirteen  pounds  ? — He  might. 

1134.  Are  there  any  other  deductions? — There  are  not. 

1135.  What  are  the  charges  made  in  weighing? — None  in  the  corn-market;  it  is 
weighed  without  any  charge,  except  the  two  pence  per  sack  toll  to  which  I have  already 
alluded.  There  is  no  additional  charge  made  for  weighing  corn  or  potatoes. 

1136.  Do  you  enter  in  a book,  kept  for  that  purpose,  the  quantity  of  corn  sold,  the 
average  price  and  amount,  with  the  names  of  the  buyer  and  seller  ? — I do  not. 

1137.  Do  you  give  a docket  to  the  buyer  or  seller  on  every  sale  of  corn  ? — I do  ; and  I 
keep  a duplicate  of  the  docket  for  two  years ; it  is  frequently  referred  to  during  those  two 
years. 

1138.  What  do  you  do  with  those  dockets  after  two  years  ? — I burn  them,  generally,  as 
the  increase  of  them  would  be  inconvenient. 

1 139.  Suppose  Government  required  you  to  furnish  them  with  a statistical  account  of 
all  those  particulars,  could  you  do  so  ? — I could  give  an  exact  return  of  the  number  of 
sacks  sold  in  the  market,  but  not  of  the  quantity  contained  in  each  sack. 

1140.  You  have  no  record  as  to  the  quantity  of  what  you  do  not  weigh? — I have  not. 

1141.  Do  you  sell  in  this  town  by  the  barrel  or  by  the  stone  ? — By  the  stone  and  hundred- 
weight. 

1142.  Is  a stone  weight  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdupois? — It  is; 
except  in  the  case  of  wool,  which  is  calculated  at  sixteen  pounds  to  the  stone. 

1143.  Does  a hundred-weight  always  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds,  avoir- 
dupois ? — It  does. 

1 144.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  w'eights  and  measures  throughout  the 
country  ? — I would.  I think  it  would  very  much  promote  the  good  of  the  country,  as  it 
would  avoid  confusion,  and  be  beneficial  to  the  sellers  and  buyers. 

1145.  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation, 
an  efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  the  produce  brought  into  the 
town,  should  be  weighed  and  sold  ? — I would  be  strongly  in  favour  of  it.  I visited  the 
corn- market  of  Derry,  in  which  all  the  sacks  were  brought  into  the  market,  and  laid  down 
by  the  farmers,  with  the  assistance  of  porters  belonging  to  the  market.  The  corn  wras 
then  weighed  and  placed  in  order,  and  the  mouth  of  each  sack  opened  for  the  inspection 
of  the  merchants,  who  went  along  the  different  parcels,  and  offered  what  they  considered 
the  value. 

1146.  Have  you  heard  of  any  frauds  being  practised  on  the  farmer  in  consequence  of  his 
weighing  only  at  the  buyers’  stores  ?— I have. 

1147.  What  were  they? — The  merchant  not  giving  the  farmer  his  due  weight.  I have 
known  instances  in  which  the  farmer  weighed  his  oats  at  the  public  scales,  and  afterwards 
sold  it  to  a merchant,  without  informing  him  of  its  having  been  previously  weighed;  and  on 
receiving  the  merchant’s  note  of  the  weight,  it  was  twelve  stone  deficient  of  what  the  load 
had  weighed  in  the  market  scales. 

1 148.  Are  there  many  instances  of  this  kind? — There  are. 

1149.  Do  you  consider  a general  market,  such  as  has  been  described,  would  effectually 
put  an  end  to  all  such  frauds  ? — I do.  The  present  system  is  calculated  to  drive  the  honest 
trader  out  of  the  market. 

1 1 50.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  merchants  would  oppose  a general  market,  in  which  all 
produce  should  be  sold  arid  weighed  ?— I cannot  see  any  grounds  for  their  giving  it  opposi- 
tion. 

1151.  Would  not  a sworn  weighmaster  be  requisite  in  every  market  ? — Without  such  an 
officer  the  market  would  not  be  complete. 
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1152.  In  weighing  potatoes  are  the  same  deductions  made  as  in  weighing  corn?— Yes. 

1153.  Is  the  payment  of  toll  often  evaded?— It  is. 

1154.  Have  the  parties  been  prosecuted  for  doing  so? — They  have.  , ' 

1 155.  Are  complaints  made  against  the  farmers  for  fraudulently  filling  their  corn  into  the 
sacks?— No.  We  have  an  inspector  of  the  sacks  of  corn,  who  examines  them  very  closely. 

1156  Would  it  not  he  desirable  to  enter  on  the  market  notes  the  name  ot  the  buyer 
as  well  as  the  seller  ?— Perhaps  it  would;  but  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  do  so  as  it  would 
be  considered  impertinent  to  ask  who  was  the  buyer ; besides,  a man  wishing  to  weigh  at 
the  market  scales  generally  does  so  before  he  sells  the  corn.  . 

1157.  If  all  the  corn  brought  into  the  town  had  to  be  weighed  at  the  market  scales, 

■would  you  have  sufficient  accommodation  to  do  so  ? — I would;  and  a smaller  charge  ot  toll 
would  be  required  if  this  principle  was  adopted.  _ . 

1158.  Does  all  the  butter  sold  in  the  town  go  into  the  butter  market  . — No;  some  ot  it 

is  bought  at  the  merchants’  stores.  , , . , , . , , , , 

1159.  Give  a list  of  the  charges  on  butter  ?— Toll,  2d.,  weighing,  2d.,  inspector  of  butter, 

1 d.,  and  cooperage,  lrf.  per  firkin.  . „ T , , , T , , c , ■ , . 

1160.  Do  you  receive  the  charges  of  6<Z.  per  firkin?— I do;  but  I pay  If/,  a firkin  to  the 

inspector,  and  If/,  a firkin  to  the  cooper.  r ...  w.. 

1161.  Is  the  land  on  which  the  butter  market  is  erected  the  estate  ot  Mr.  Y\  ynne . in  o , 

he  pays  a high  rent  for  the  ground  to  Lord  Palmerston.  . , . , 

1162.  Is  butter  usually  sold  by  weight  or  by  lump?— It  is  usually  sold  by  weight  in  the 

market,  but  it  is  sometimes  also  sold  by  lump.  , „ , _ 9 

1163.  Have  you  heard  of  any  frauds  practised  m the  sale  of  butter  sold  m the  nun  ket  • — 

I have.  They  frequently  change  the  market  brands,  and  make  a third  quality  second,  and 
a second  quality  first.  . , . - • • 

1164.  What  deductions  are  made  in  weighing  butter  m the  market.  — 1 he  buttei  is 
weighed  to  a pound,  standing  beam,  and  two  pounds  is  deducted  for  beamage,  and  two 

P 1165.  Should  ft  be  thought  necessary  to  strip  the  firkin,  is  any  charge  made  for  doing 
so? -Not  unless  the  firkin  is  fraudulently  branded,  in  which  case  2d.  is  charged,  winch  is 
paid  to  the  cooper.  , . 9 T 

1166.  What  system  would  you  recommend  to  be  adopted  m tlic  butter  market.  1 
think  all  the  butter  should  be  inspected,  weighed,  and  stored  in  the  market,  and  shipped 
direct  from  it,  without  going  into  the  merchant’s  store.  The  present  want  ot  system  gives 
an  advantage  to  the  dishonest  trader,  and  drives  all  the  respectable  dealers  out  ot  the 

1 167.  How  many  fairs  have  you  during  the  year?— Five.  We  ought  to  have  more;  that 

number  is  not  sufficient.  Q w 

1168.  Are  tolls  charged  at  the  fairs,  whether  the  cattle  are  sold  or  not  .—No. 

1169  How  do  you  ascertain  whether  the  cattle  arc  liable  to  the  toll  or  not  . — 1 lie  man 
in  charge  of  the  cattle  is  asked  whether  the  cattle  are  sold  or  not:  it  lie  save  they  are,  he 
is  obliged  to  pay  the  toll;  if  he  says  they  are  not,  he  is  called  upon  to  clear  them  by  putting 
Lis  finger  upon  a piece  of  paper  placed  on  the  top  of  the  custom-gap  : it  he  declines  to  do 
so,  he  is  obliged  to  pay  the  toll.  . „ , , „ 

1170.  Is  such  a proceeding  supposed  to  represent  the  taking  of  an  oath  . 1 do  not  think 

it  can  be  called  taking  an  oath  to  touch  a piece  ot  paper.  T , 

1171.  But  does  not  the  man  consider  that  he  is  taking  an  oath  ?— He  does;  but  1 do  not 
force  him  to  do  it. 

1172.  Must  he  not  do  so,  or  pay  the  toll?— He  must.  . 

1173.  Would  it  not  be  more  satisfactory  to  all  parties  to  have  a small  toll  imposed  on 

all  cattle  going  into  the  fair?— It  would  be  a very  great  advantage,  and  the  public  would 
be  much  better  pleased.  , , , . „ . . ", 

1 1 74.  Would  any  poor  persons  be  inconvenienced,  by  not  having  sufficient  money  to  p y 

the  toll  going  into  the  fair  ? — I think  very  few  persons  going  into  the  fair  would  not  have 
Sufficient  money  for  that  purpose.  ...  . , • 

<■  H75.  Would  you  not  have  a heavy  penalty  attached  to  the  commission  of  any  fraud  m 
the  fair  or  market?— I think  that  there  should  be  some  summary  mode  ot  proceeding 
against  either  buyers  or  sellers  for  frauds  or  breaches  of  contract.  The  farmers  in  this 
market  are  often  robbed  to  a great  extent : some  of  the  merchants  keep  spies  in  the  market, 
who  tell  them  when  the  farmer  weighs  in  the  market,  and  the  merchant  is  then  on  his 
guard;  but  if  a farmer  was  known  to  weigh  regularly  hi  the  market.  Ins  corn  would  not 
be  bought. 

Edward  Verdon,  esq.,  The  Mayor  of  Sligo,  examined. 

* 1176.  Can  you  suggest  anything  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated  ?—  Frequent 

instances  come  before  me  of  frauds  practised  in  the  butter  market.  The  people  laboui 
under  the  delusion  that  the  Mayor  has  jurisdiction  to  assist  them,  but  he  has  not.  A country- 
man sells  butter  to  a merchant,  he  leaves  it  at  his  store,  and  returns  in  the  evening  mi  t m 
price;  upon  his  return  he  is  told  that  the  butter  is  not  equal  to  the  taster  s brand,  and  he 
is  thus  obliged  either  to  accept  a much  lower  price,  or  he  loses  his  market.  1 find  it  very 
difficult  to  deal  with  such  cases,  as  I do  not  think  they  actually  amount  to  frauds,  but  I 
always  insist  upon  the  countryman  getting  back  his  butter,  lhat  practice  appears  to  be  a 
mere  dodge,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  butter  under  its  value. 
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1177.  Are  those  frauds  confined  to  the  butter  market? — They  are.  I have  not  known 
three  cases  of  complaints  being  made  in  the  grain  market  of  the  same  sort,  within  the  last 
three  years. 

1178.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  such  as  I have  described,  in  which  all 
the  agricultural  produce  brought  into  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed? — I certainly 
would. 

1179.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  through  the 
country? — I would. 

1180.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  more  convenient  if  a small  charge  were  imposed 
upon  any  article  going  into  the  market? — I do;  and  I also  think  that  power  should  be  con- 
ferred upon  the  magistrates  of  dealing  summarily  with  all  disputes  arising  between  the 
buyer  and  the  seller  in  the  market,  and  punishing  frauds  and  breach  of  contracts. 

Moses  Monds,  esq.,  j.p.,  examined. 

1181.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a merchant  in  the  town  of  Sligo.  I have  been 
mayor  of  this  town. 

1 182.  Are  you  a buyer  or  seller  in  this  town  ? — I neither  buy  nor  sell  in  this  market. 

1 183.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  stated  ?— I have 
heard  complaints  made  of  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  public  market,  of  the  heaviness  of 
the  charges  and  deductions.  The  corn  market  has  ample  accommodation,  possesses  a 
sufficient  number  of  beams,  weights,  and  scales,  and  is  well  enclosed.  Standard  weights 
arc  used  in  the  market,  and  are  regularly  inspected  by  the  inspector  of  weights  and 
measures,  appointed  by  the  Grand  Jury.  No  weight  less  than  seven  pounds  is  used  in 
weighing  a sack  of  oats  in  the  market,  and  fourteen  pounds  are  usually  deducted  for  the  tare 
of  the  sack.  I would  suggest  that  all  grain  should  be  weighed  to  the  pound,  gross  weight, 
and  that  the  tare  of  the  empty  sacks  should  be  taken,  and  deducted  therefrom.  Some  of 
the  merchants  in  this  town  have,  to  my  knowledge,  adopted  this  practice,  with  great 
benefit  to  themselves ; and,  I think,  if  this  were  done  it  would  be  advantageous  for  all 
classes  to  make  it  compulsory  that  all  grain  should  be  weighed  and  purchased  in  the 
public  market.  I have  known  sellers  of  grain  defrauded,  in  private  stores,  by  buyers,  to 
the  extent  of  thirty  stone  in  a cart  of  oats.  In  the  case  to  which  I allude,  I was  present 
at  the  conviction ; and  the  way  in  which  the  fraud  was  effected  was  as  follows : — the  grain 
was  weighed  correctly,  and  the  real  weight  called  out  to  a clerk  in  an  inside  room,  who 
took  down  a different  weight  from  the  actual  weight ; the  seller,  in  that  case,  had  the  market 
docket  in  his  pocket,  and  produced  it,  when  the  fraud  was  supposed  to  be  effected.  Oats  are 
frequently  mixed  with  sand ; and  the  portions  of  oats  on  the  outside  and  top  of  the  sack  are  of 
a better  quality  than  that  in  the  heart  of  the  sack.  1 was  mayor  of  Sligo  in  1849,  and  several 
such  cases  came  before  me.  By  the  58  Geo.  III.,  c.  82,  in  cases  of  that  kind,  the  seller  forfeited 
the  corn  ; but  by  the  14  & 15  Vic.,  c.  92,  s.  7,  the  magistrate  is  empowered  to  dispose  of  the 
corn  as  he  shall  think  fit,  and  may  impose  a fine,  not  exceeding  40s.,  upon  the  seller.  This 
is  a far  more  equitable  arrangement ; for  if  the  corn  was  not  quite  equal  to  the  sample,  a 
magistrate  would  sometimes  feel  it  very  hard  to  deprive  the  seller,  on  that  account,  of  all 
his  grain.  The  butter  market  is  also  well  enclosed,  and  has  a large  range  of  offices  for 
storing  butter,  which  may  be  inspected,  coopered,  and  weighed,  in  the  market.  It.  is  fairly 
weighed,  and  honestly  inspected  ; but  there  is  an  allowance  of  from  four  to  five  pounds 
taken  off  for  beamage  and  soakage,  which  is  objectionable.  All  such  deductions  cause 
annoyance  and  vexation  to  the  farmer,  and  are  of  no  advantage  to  the  trader,  for,  if 
abolished,  the  prices  would  soon  accommodate  themselves  to  the  change.  The  frauds  in 
the  butter  market  are  great  on  the  part  of  the  sellers.  The  tare  of  the  firkin  is  often 
more  than  that  branded  upon  it,  and  the  quality'  is  not  the  same  throughout.  Sometimes, 
but  very  rarely,  it  is  adulterated,  too,  with  other  substances,  and  very'  often  coloured  with 
annotto.  The  frauds  on  the  part  of  the  purchasers  are  so  numerous,  that  nearly  all  honour- 
able traders  are  driven  out  of  the  market.  Butter  made  seconds  and  thirds  by  the  inspector, 
are  frequently  changed  into  firsts  and  seconds  by  the  trader  ; and  I have  frequently  known 
a quantity  of  butter,  sold  to  the  trader,  by  farmers  living  ten  or  fourteen  miles  distant  from 
Sligo,  returned  to  the  farmer  late  in  the  day,  when  the  market  was  over,  because  the 
trader  did  not  like  the  inspection.  Such  occurrences  take  place  every  day,  and  the  farmer 
has  no  legal  remedy  but  to  sue  the  trader  for  his  breach  of  contract.  The  10  Geo.  IV., 
c.  41,  repealed  the  7 & 8 Geo.  IV.,  c.  61,  which  imposed  a penalty  on  altering  or  counter- 
feiting brands,  and  was,  I think,  a bad  enactment.  The  necessity  of  a butter  inspector  and 
weighmaster  is  evident,  as,  although  not  imperative  on  them,  both  sellers  and  buyers  make 
use  of  them.  But  the  decision  of  the  butter  taster  should  be  binding  on  all  parties,  and 
no  change  of  brands  permitted.  The  butter  trade  is  large,  and  will  greatly  increase,  as 
tillage  has  not  paid  for  several  years.  Above  £30,000  worth  was  shipped  the  last  month 
from  Sligo ; and  if  the  legislature  interpose  at  all  between  buyer  and  seller,  the  honest 
trader  should  be  put  on  a level  with  the  fraudulent.  I am  strongly  in  favour  of  market 
regulations,  and  of  all  grain  and  butter  being  sold  and  weighed  in  the  public  market,  gross 
weight,  no  tares,  no  beamage,  and  a penalty  for  altering  brands  or  weights.  A government 
officer,  above  local  influences,  would  be  required  in  any  shipping  port  to  carry  out  such  an 
arrangement.  There  is  no  meat  market,  no  vegetable  market,  or  no  turf  market  in  Sligo. 
These  are  much  required.  Standings,  for  the  sale  of  goods,  are  in  some  of  the  streets, 
which  is  a great  nuisance,  and  of  very  little  value  to  the  proprietor  of  tolls  and  customs, 
who  would  very  willingly,  I believe,  see  them  removed,  but  does  not  wish  to  give  up  a 
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riglit,  which  he  has  by  patent,  and  which  is  recognised  by  the  local  act,  under  which  the 
town  is  watched,  lit,  and  cleansed.  An  assimilation  of  weights  and  modes  of  selling,  over 
the  kingdom,  would  be  very  desirable.  Few  farmers,  and  not  all  traders,  can  know  from 
market  notes,  or  prices  current,  the  value  of  farming  produce  in  other  places.  I shall  give 
a list  of  a few  articles : — 

Oats. 

Sligo,  per  sack,  24  stone. 

Belfast,  „ 112  lbs. 

Dublin,  „ 198  „ 

Wheat. 

Sligo,  per  barrel,  20  stone. 

Dublin,  „ 2S2  lbs. 

Glasgow,  „ 240  „ 

Bristol,  ,,  480  „ 

Liverpool,  „ 70  „ 

When  a farmer  meets  with  quarters,  barrels,  bushels,  bolls,  pecks,  cwts.,  stones,  as  in 
prices  current,  he  can  hardly  guess  the  quantities  in  these  denominations.  Five  fairs  are 
only  held  in  Sligo,  from  October  to  May.  Sligo  fair-green  is  well  enclosed,  sufficiently 
large,  and  in  grass ; but  many  of  the  fairs — and  those  important  ones — are  held  on  the  public 
road  in  this  county.  Purchasers  and  sellers  are  up  to  their  knees  in  mud,  the  cattle  are 
injured,  and  frequent  losses  and  mistakes,  for  want  of  enclosures.  No  tolls  should  be  paid 
where  no  value  is  given.  If  the  proprietor  gives  suitable  ground  and  encloses  it,  it  is  fail- 
enough  to  charge  something ; but  tolls  should  be  reduced  to  one-fourth  their  present 
amount,  and  all  parties  bringing  cattle  to  the  fair  pay  it.  At  present  it  is  only  paid  in 
case  of  a sale,  which  causes  much  fraud,  illegal  oaths,  and  perjury.  A legislative  enact- 
ment, to  insure  the  weighing  of  all  grain  and  butter,  without  beamage,  tares,  or  any  other 
deduction,  in  the  public  market ; penalties  for  frauds  or  erasures  of  brands,  to  be  enforced 
summarily ; a large  reduction  of  tolls  in  fairs  and  markets,  to  be  paid  by  all  persons 
bringing  produce  into  them,  whether  sold  or  not;  and  a general  assimilation  of  the 
weights,  quantities,  and  denominations,  used  in  buying  and  selling,  would  be  one  of  the 
greatest  boons  to  the  agricultural  population  of  Ireland,  and  would  also  be  of  service  to 
the  upright  trader. 

Mr.  Edward  Ferguson  examined. 

1 184.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a butter  merchant  in  the  town  of  Sligo. 

1185.  Do  you  concur  in  the  statements  which  have  been  made  respecting  the  butter 
market  in  this  town  ? — I do  not ; Mr.  Monds  stated  that  complaints  were  made  of  the 
system  of  fraud  adopted  in  the  butter  market ; he  also  stated  that  it  was  calculated  to  drive 
all  honest  men  out  of  the  trade.  This  I deny ; there  have  not  been  forty  instances  of  fraud 
in  the  eleven  years  I have  been  in  the  butter  trade.  I do  not  think  they  could  have 
occurred  as  stated.  The  butter  merchants  are  always  prepared  to  deal  fairly,  and  pay  for 
the  butter  if  it  is  good.  If  Mr.  Monds  be  right,  and  the  butter  merchants  are  to  be  estimated 
by  their  wealth,  “ it  is  money  which  makes  the  man.” 

1186.  Do  you  inspect  the  butter  you  buy  yourself?— I do,  and  I am  much  better  satis- 
fied in  doing  so.  I knew  a case  a short  time  ago,  in  which  the  butter  inspector  examined 
nine  firkins  of  butter,  and  qualified  them  as  nine  fourths ; in  two  hours  and  a-half  after- 
wards, the  very  same  butter  was  again  sent  into  the  market,  and  examined  by  tlio 
inspector,  when  he  qualified  eight  of  them  as  seconds  and  one  of  them  as  a third.  His 
former  mark  had  been  removed. 

1187.  Do  you  refuse  to  take  butter  upon  the  ground  that  it  does  not  correspond  with 

the  taster’s  mark? I do  ; and  I think  I am  quite  justified  in  doing  so,  as  I could  not  afford 

to  pay  the  price  of  second  quality  for  butter  which  was  a fourth  quality. 

1 1»8.  Do  you  export  much  butter  ? — I do. 

1189.  Do  you  generally  qualify  the  butter  yourself? — I do. 

1 190.  Are  any  faults  ever  found  with  your  qualification? — Very  seldom. 

1 191..  Do  you  get  as  large  a price  for  your  butter,  as  is  generally  got  for  the  butter  sold, 
inspected,  and  branded  in  the  market  ? — In  many  instances  I have  received  a higher  price. 

1 1 92.  Have  you  ever  changed  the  market  brand,  altering  the  quality  of  the  butter  from 
third  to  a first  quality  ? — I have,  as  I considered  it  better  butter  than  much  I have  seen 
branded  as  a first  quality.  Very  great  frauds  are  attempted  to  be  practised  upon  the 
buyers  by  the  sellers.  Thus.  I have  seen  a firkin  of  butter,  with  two  inches  of  a superior 
kind  of  butter  at  the  top,  and  underneath,  butter  of  a very  inferior  quality. 

1193.  Do  you  ever  buy  by  lump  ? — I do. 

1194.  Where  you  buy  by  lump,  do  you  ever  draw  the  butter? — I do  ; and  if  I find  it  is 
not  equal  to  the  brand  I reject  it. 

1 195.  Do  you,  in  that  case,  draw  the  butter  before  you  buy  it  ? — No ; I take  it  upon  the 
seller’s  assurance  that  it  is  all  equal  to  the  top.  I must  also  mention  a very  improper 
pi-actice,  adopted  by  the  man  who  attends  Mr.  Molony,  in  his  inspection  of  the  butter,  and 
who  draws  the  butter  for  him  to  taste  : after  the  butter,  which  he  has  drawn,  is  tasted,  he 
does  not  return  to  the  firkin  the  entire  quantity  of  butter  drawn  by  him,  but  only 
sends  the  borer  down  part  of  the  way,  and  takes  the  piece  which  remains  at  the  top  off 
with  his  thumb,  and  retains  it  for  his  own  use.  To  this  fraud  Mr.  Molony  must  be  acces- 
sory, and  the  man  thus  acquires,  in  a day,  a large  quantity  of  butter. 


Oatmeal. 

Sligo,  per  112  lbs.  1 cwt. 
Derry  „ 120  „ 

Potatoes. 

Sligo,  the  peck  is  56  lbs. 
Leitrim,  „ 112  „ 

Donegal  „ 10  „ 

Belfast,  sold  for  from  112  lbs. 
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Mr.  James  Simpson  examined.  SLIGO 

1 196.  YV  hat  is  your  occupation? — I am  a farmer,  residing  at  some  distance  from  this  town.  13th  October,  1852. 

1197.  Are  you  a seller  in  this  market? — I am.  Ti- 
ll 98.  You  have  heard  the  statements  which  have  been  made,  do  you  concur  in  them  ? T.  ' 

I concur  with  the  evidence  of  Clarke  ; I have  known  instances,  in  which  butter  was  bought  J ’ dmeS  ™pson‘ 

out  of  this  market,  where  the  buyers  stated  that  they  had  been  obliged  to  pay  the  toll 

upon  the  butter,  to  Mr.  Wynne,  and  stopped  the  amount  stated  to  have  been  paid,  from 

the  seller,  although  in  fact,  no  toll  whatever  had  been  paid  upon  the  butter.  I was  once 

upon  a jury,  where  a partner  in  a mercantile  firm  was  convicted  of  defrauding  a farmer  in  Referred  to  in  the 

the  weight  of  a load  of  corn,  of  eight  stone  upon  every  sack,  or  forty-five  stone  upon  the  Qep°-t.ip'  24’  as 

entire  load.  The  case  was  afterwards  removed  by  certiorari  to  the  Queen's  Bench,  and 

the  proceedings  quashed  for  some  irregularity.  In  that  case,  the  seller  had  previously 

weighed  his  corn  at  the  market  scales,  and  had  his  market  note  in  his  pocket.  A practice 

is  prevalent  amongst  the  buyers,  of  having  spies  in  the  public  market,  and  if  a farmer  gets 

his  corn  weighed  there,  they  give  notice  to  the  merchants,  who,  when  the  corn  comes  to 

be  weighed  at  their  stores,  will  sometimes  allow  more  than  the  weight  in  the  market. 

Ihis  is  done  to  deceive  the  farmer,  and  enable  them  to  keep  up  the  system  of  fraud  which 
prevails ; they  would  not  do  so,  if  the  corn  had  not  been  previously  weighed.  With  respect 
to  the  fairs,  nine- tenths  of  the  fairs  held  in  this  country  are  held  upon  the  public  roads, 
and  no  accommodation  is  given  by  the  proprietor  for  the  tolls  collected  in  such  fairs.  In 
some  cases  the  road  is  so  crowded  that  the  mail-coach  is  obliged  to  go  in  a walk  for  a long 
way  through  the  fair.  The  greatest  riots  take  place,  in  consequence  of  the  system  of 
exacting  tolls  when  the  cattle  are  going  out  of  the  fairs,  as  some  persons  force  their  way 
out.  At  a recent  fair,  I heard  of.  a man  who  had  his  eye  knocked  out.  I should  be 
decidedly  in  favour  of  having  a small  toll  imposed  upon  all  cattle  going  into  a fail-,  as  such 
would  prevent  the  disgraceful  system  of  administering  illegal  oaths,  which  is  now  practised. 

1 1 99.  Does  the  system  you  allude  to  lead  to  much  perjury? — I do  not  think  the  people, 
generally,  would  perjure  themselves  to  avoid  paying  so  small  a sum,  but  it  is  calculated  to 
lessen  the  solemnity  of  an  oath  ; and  I have  known  persons  evade  the  payment  of  the  toll, 
by  giving  the  cattle  in  charge  to  another  person,  who  had  not  either  bought  or  sold  in  the 
fair,  and  their  being  cleared  by  liis  stating  that  he  had  neither  bought  nor  sold  them. 

This  fraud  is  now  put  an  end  to,  by  making  the  party  driving  the  cattle  swear  they  have 
neither  been  bought  nor  sold  ; but  the  evasion  of  the  toll  is  effected  by  persons  entering 
into  the  contract  for  the  sale,  inside  the  toll  gate,  and  not  completing  it  until  after  the 
cattle  are  freed,  and  have  been  brought  out  of  the  fair. 

1200.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  such  as  has  been  described,  in  Referred  to  in  the 

which  all  the  agricultural  produce  brought  into  the  town,  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? Report,  p.  24,  as 

I would;  it  would  be  a,  very  great  advantage  to  the  farmer.  !174- 

1201.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions,  weighing  to  a pound,  and 
regulating  the  price  accordingly? — I would;  but  there  might  be  some  difficulty  in  calcu- 
lating the  fractional  parts  of  tiie  stone,  by  which  the  corn  is  bought.  Complaints  have 
been  made  by  London  butter  merchants,  that  sufficient  weight  was  not  deducted  for  the 
firkins. 


1202.  What  deductions  are  made  in  weighing  butter? — Two  pounds  for  beamage  and 
two  pounds  for  soakage,  where  the  firkin  does  not  exceed  five  stone  ; if  it  exceeds  that, 
one  pound  is  deducted  for  every  additional  stone. 

1203.  What  are  the  deductions  in  weighing  adopted  at  private  stores  ?— Merchants 
generally  deduct  seven  pounds  for  the  weight  of  the  sack,  if  the  gross  weight  does  not 
exceed  twenty-four  stone ; but  if  it  is  thirty-one  stone,  one  stone  is  generally  deducted  for 
the  sack. 

1204.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  weighing  at  merchants’  stores? — Seven  pounds. 

1205.  Suppose  there  were  twenty  stone  six  pounds  in  the  sack,  for  what  quantity  would 
the  seller  be  paid  ?— F or  nineteen  stone. 

1206.  Is  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  merchants’  stores  the  same  as  that  adopted  in 
the  public  market? — ft  is;  but  more  frauds  are  practised  in  the  merchants’  stores.  There 
are,  however,  many  of  the  merchants  in  this  town  who  weigh  with  perfect  honesty,  and  one 
merchant  in  the  town  always  tares  the  sacks,  instead  of  making  a deduction  for  them; 

1207.,  Is  any  charge  for  porterage  made  in  the  merchants’ stores  ? — Yes  ; they  charge, 
generally,  1 cl.  per  sack,  and  \<L.  for  a small  bag,  for  porterage. 

1208.  Would  not  the  merchant,  under  the  charge  of  porterage,  receive  considerably  more 
than  sufficient  to  pay  the  men  employed  in  unloading  and  depositing  in  his  loft  the  seller's 
corn? — He  might. 

1209.  Suppose  a farmer  sent  his  own  servants  to  unload  his  corn  at  the  merchant’s 
stores,  would  he  be  charged  for  porterage  ? — He  would. 


Joseph  Simmonds,  esq.  examined. 


1210.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— I am  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  this  J ■ Simmonds,  esq. 
district. 

1211.  Have  you  detected  many  frauds  lately  in  this  town,  by  the  employment  of  improper 
weights  and  measures? — Not  lately;  there  were  only  nine  convictions  for  false  weights 
and  measures  last  year,  and  the  deficiencies  in  the  weights  were  very  small. 

1212.  Do  you  in  every  case,  where  there  is  any  variance  from  the  standard  weight, 
proceed  against  the  party?— No ; if  the  deficiency  was  very  trifling  I would  make  the 
owner  get  his  weights  adjusted. 

H 2 
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52  FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 

Mr.  John  Molony  examined. 

1213.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— I am  the  inspector  of  butter  in  this  town. 

1214.  You  have  heard  what  has  been  stated  with  reference  to  your  having  qualified  nine 
firkins  of  butter  as  fourth  quality,  and,  within  two  and  a-half  hours,  qualifying  eight  of  those 
firkins  as  second  quality,  and  one  as  a third  quality;  is  such  possible? — It  is  not;  if  the 
firkin  was  changed,  and  a clean  one  substituted  for  a dirty  one,  I might  make  a mistake  as 
to  one  quality,  but  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  I could  have  made  the  mistake  it  is  alleged 
I did. 

1215.  You  have  also  heard  it  stated,  that  the  man  employed  by  you  was  in  the  habit, 
after  he  had  drawn  the  butter,  of  not  returning  the  entire  quantity  drawn,  but  of  only 
sending  the  borer  down  through  a portion  of  the  firkin,  and  taking  the  piece  which  remained 
at  the  top  off  with  his  thumb,  and  retaining  it  for  his  own  use ; is  that  true  ? — I heard 
that  it  was  the  practice,  when  the  man  could  not  return  the  entire  quantity  into  the  firkin, 
for  him  to  retain  it. 

1216.  Did  you  ever  complain  to  Mr.  Clarke  of  his  having  done  so? — I did  not;  Mr. 
William  Clarke  stated  that  he  had  been  apprized  of  it,  and  that  he  intended  to  mention 
the  matter  to  Mr.  Wynne  when  he  came  to  the  county. 

1217.  Did  you  ever  speak  to  the  man  you  employed  about  retaining  the  butter? — I 
did  not. 

Mr.  Robert  Clarke  examined. 

1218.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a farmer,  residing  near  this  town. 

1219.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  selling  butter  in  the  market? — I am. 

1220.  You  have  heard  the  statements  which  have  been  made,  can  you  suggest  any  thing? 
— Yes.  The  character  of  the  butter  of  this  town  has  very  much  risen  since  Mr.  Molony 
became  inspector  of  the  butter  market,  and  is  now  the  second  best  butter  market  in  Ire- 
land : Waterford  is  the  only  town  superior  to  it.  As  a proof  of  Mr.  Molony ’s  qualification, 
I may  mention,  that  my  man  is  frequently  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  small  quantities  of 
butter  for  me  in  Manorhamilton,  which  I put  into  firkins  and  send  into  this  market.  I 
recently  sent  six  firkins  of  butter,  thus  made  up,  into  this  market,  all  of  the  same  quality, 
and,  in  order  to  test  the  accuracy  of  Mr.  Molony,  I directed  my  man  to  place  the  six  firkins 
in  different  parts  of  the  market.  He  did  so,  and,  notwithstanding,  Mr.  Molony  marked 
them  all  fourth  quality. 

Captain  Fenton  examined. 

I wish  to  make  a statement  with  respect  to  the  fair  of  Dromore  West,  which  is  held 
upon  my  property,  but  I am  not  prepared  to  do  so  at  present,  but  will  transmit  it  to  the 
Commissioners. 

\_The  following  was  forwarded]  : — 

John  Fenton,  of  Dromore  House,  in  the  County  of  Sligo,  esquire. 

I am  the  proprietor  of  the  fair  of  Dromore  West,  in  the  county  of  Sligo,  and  hold  by 
lease  of  lives,  renewable  for  ever,  under  the  late  Robert  Brown,  of  Fortland,  and  his 
representatives,  the  lands  of  Dromore,  with  the  fees,  poundage,  customs  and  duties 
imposed,  or  which  shall  be  legally  imposed,  at  the  pound,  and  at  all  the  fairs  which  shall 
be  hereafter  held  on  the  lands  of  Dromore;  the  said  lease  being  dated  the  ninth  of 
October,  1766. 

Since  October,  1766,  my  grandfather,  father,  and  myself,  have  enjoyed  the  uninterrupted 
possession  and  advantages  of  all  the  fairs  and  property.  I cannot  say  how  long  before 
1766  the  said  Robert  Brown  enjoyed  this  property;  his  representative,  Robert  Jones,  of 
Fortland,  being  absent  in  England,  and  the  estate  in  the  Incumbered  Estates  Court,  I 
cannot  now  have  access  to  his  original  title. 

On  my  possession,  in  1826,  I found  the  fairs  of  the  county  generally  held  on  the  public 
roads,  which  I considered  irregular,  and  that  the  custom-money  paid  was  too  high ; I 
reduced  the  custom  one-fourth,  and  appropriated  two  and  a-half  acres  of  ground  to  a 
fair-green,  and  enclosed  it  with  a wall,  except  a portion  to  admit  cattle ; the  green  being 
always  since  considered  most  convenient,  and  one  of  the  best  fairs  in  the  barony,  being  a 
post-town,  central  between  Ballina  and  Sligo.  Some  of  the  fairs  were  held  on  variable 
days,  depending  on  feast-days,  or  clashed  with  other  fairs.  I fixed  the  days,  so  as  not  to 
change,  and  allow  them  to  be  reported  correctly  in  the  almanac. 

Previous  to  the  fourteenth  of  July  last,  the  several  Roman  Catholic  priests  in  the  barony 
of  Tireragh,  in  their  chapels,  directed  the  people  to  meet  them  and  Mr.  Swift,  the  proposed 
candidate  for  Sligo,  on  that  day,  on  my  ground  of  Dromore ; supposing  it  was  to  be  a fair- 
day,  in  mistake  for  the  fourteenth  of  August.  This  meeting  I prevented  on  my  ground,  for 
two  reasons, — first,  my  permission  was  not  asked,  and  if  it  had  been  a fair-day,  the  stronger 
reason  that,  in  the  then  excited  and  disturbed  state  of  the  district,  .1  would  be  culpable,  as 
a magistrate  if  I allowed  a political  meeting,  assuming  religious  violence,  to  disturb  the  fair, 
which  must  lead  opposing  parties  into  dangerous  collision. 

On  the  fourteenth  July,  a mob  of  above  1,000,  with  six  or  seven  priests,  with  Mr.  Swift 
and  his  chaplain,  took  possession  of  a hill  opposite  my  house  (being  prevented  on  my  ground). 
After  sufficient  mob-exciting  abuse  of  the  other  candidates,  I was  denounced  particularly  by 
Priest  M'Dermott,  who  declared  that  a fair  should  never  be  held  on  my  land  of  Dromore. 

Some  time  after,  a distress  for  rent  of  about  £19  value,  was  made  by  Captain  King,  and 
an  auction  directed  for  the  tenth  of  August,  at  the  pound  of  Dromore.  At  the  different 
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chapels,  the  priests  directed  the  people  to  attend  the  sale  with  the  priests,  and  they  would 
see  who  would  bid  for  the  cattle ; and  on  the  tenth,  as  so  directed,  five  priests,  named 
Lavelle,  M'Dermott,  Conway,  FlaneDy,  and  White,  with  above  400  men,  collected  from  a 
distance  of  fifteen  miles  each  way,  or  a direct  line  of  thirty  miles,  to  prevent  a sale  by 
intimidation ; I had  police  to  prevent  riot  and  assault,  and  the  sale  was,  in  consequence, 
put  off  to  the  nineteenth.  This  constituted  my  second  offence;  and  on  the  day  after  the 
eleventh,  at  the  fair  of  Sligo,  and  on  the  twelfth,  at  the  fair  of  Ballina,  bellmen  were  sent 
about  proclaiming  that  no  fair  would  be  at  Dromore  on  the  fourteenth  of  August,  but  that 
the  Dromore,  West,  fairs  would  be  held  at  Cartron,  about  three  miles  from  Dromore,  and 
written  notices  were  posted  to  that  effect;  thus  putting  forward  bellmen,  from  whom  no 
damages  in  action  could  be  recovered.  On  the  fourteenth  of  August  they  assembled  as 
at  a fair,  on  a piece  of  ground  held  by  the  brother  of  Priest  M'Dermott,  at  Cartron,  where 
a pig  driver  called  down  my  fair  of  Dromore,  and  from  whom,  or  the  poor  occupant  of  the 
ground,  I could  hope  to  recover  no  damages. 

The  bellmen  of  Ballina  and  Sligo  acknowledged  it,  but  will  give  no  name,  only  saying, 
a pig  driver  ordered  it.  Thus,  people  are  put  forward  to  support  a conspiracy  from  whom 
I could  have  no  damages  in  action. 

On  the  eleventh  of  October  instant,  the  bellmen  again  proclaimed,  in  the  fair  of  Ardnaree, 
at  Ballina,  that  the  fair  of  Dromore  would  be  held  at  Cartron,  and  notices  posted  to  that 
effect.  On  the  fifteenth,  the  people,  with  the  priest,  held  a fair  at  Cartron,  where  no 
magistrate  or  police  attended. 

I submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners,  that  this  conspiracy  against  property, 
the  removal  of  old  fairs,  and  attempt  to  establish  new  fairs  without  authority,  by  a priest- 
hood goading  the  people  on  religious  political  grounds,  deserves  the  serious  consideration 
of  Government. 

The  Petty  Sessions  Act  directs  magistrates  summarily  to  dispose  of  disputes  at  fairs  and 
markets,  which,  I consider,  could  not  be  done  at  a so-called  fair,  unauthorized.  By  this 
conspiracy  to  remove  or  injure  the  established  fair  of  Dromore,  numbers  of  respectable 
residents  and  possessors  of  the  most  valuable  stock  were  disappointed,  and  the  peaceable 
assemblage  of  all  parties  prevented,  because  in  the  eyes  of  the  Homan  Catholic  priesthood 
I,  as  a magistrate,  preserve  peace  and  order. 

It  must  be  understood,  that  while  all  that  is  directed  in  the  chapels  is  known,  evidence 
cannot  be  obtained,  even  from  those  who  will  admit  they  were  present. 


Tolls  now  charged. 

s. 

d. 

s.  d. 

Milk  cows,  . 

. 0 

6 

Horses, 

. 1 0 

Beef  cattle, 

. 0 

6 

Young  pigs,  in  creels, 

. 0 4 

Two  years  old, 

. 0 

4 

Tents  for  sale  of  liquor, 

. 2 0 

One  year  old,  . 

Sheep,  with  a lamb,  . 

. 0 

3 

Standings, 

. 1 0 

. 0 

3 

Bread  stalls,  . 

. 0 6 

Single  sheep, 

. 0 

2 

Flannels  and  frieze,  per  piece, 

. 0 4 

Lambs, 

. 0 

1 

Druggets,  do.,  . 

. 0 3 

Swine,  each,  . 

. 0 

3 

J.  Fenton. 

Mr.  James  Hare  examined. 

1221.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  the  person  employed  as  cooper  in  the  butter 
market  in  this  town. 

1222.  Can  you  give  any  information  respecting  the  butter  market? — Yes,  the  practice 
is,  when  the  firkin  comes  into  the  market,  to  open  it  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the 
inspector  to  inspect  it;  after  he  has  inspected  it,  it  is  closed  up  again  and  branded.  The 
charge  for  cooperage  is  Irf.  per  firkin. 

1 223.  Is  every  firkin  inspected  charged  for  by  you  ? — It  is  ; and  it  is  very  necessary  that 
it  should  be  carefully  closed  up  again,  as  I have  known  cases  in  which  the  firkins  opened 
on  their  passage  to  England,  by  reason  of  not  being  properly  fastened,  and  the  butter 
was  injured.  After  the  firkin  is  closed,  the  buyers  generally  have  their  stores  in  the  market, 
and  ship  them  direct  from  thence  to  England. 


Mr.  Charles  Hill  examined. 

1224.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a butcher,  in  this  town,  and  I deal  in  the  pork 
trade. 

1225.  What  deductions  are  made  in  weighing  pork? — At  the  merchants’ stores  ten 
pounds  are  deducted  from  the  gross  weight  of  every  pig,  no  matter  what  may  be  its  weight, 
and  2d.  is  charged  for  porterage. 

1 226.  Have  you  known  of  many  frauds  having  been  practised  at  the  merchants’  stores 
in  weighing  pigs  ? — Yes,  upon  one  occasion  I summoned  a person  for  deducting  four  pounds 
in  addition  to  the  ten  pounds  he  was  entitled  to  charge.  He  placed  a weight  of  fourteen 
pounds  in  the  scales,  and  stated  it  was  a ten  pound  weight ; I afterwards  discovered  that  it 
weighed  fourteen  pounds,  and  summoned  him,  and  he  was  obliged  to  pay  me  for  four 
pounds  more  of  pork  on  every  pig. 


SLIGO, 

13 th  October,  1852. 

91. 

Captain  Fenton. 


92. 

Mr.  James  Hare. 


93. 

Mr.  Charles  Hill. 
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SLIGO, 

18  th  October,  1852. 

94. 

Charles  Sedley,  esq 


BALLYMOTE, 

1 ith  October,  1S52. 

~Qb. 

George  M'Hroy. 
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Charles  Seclleij,  esq.,  examined. 

1227.  Can  you  state  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  we  have  already  heard  ? — A meat 
market  is  very  much  required  in  this  town,  as. the  meat  is  exposed  in  the  streets,  and  such 
is  very  injurious  to  the  general  health  of  this  town.  The  sale  of  bread,  too,  requires  some 
improvement,  as  bread  is  never  sold  in  this  town  by  weight,  as  required  by  law. 


Ballymote,  October  14,  1852. 

George  M'Xlroy  examined. 

1228.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  the  town  of  Ballymote. 

1229.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  the  weiglnnaster  of  the  market  in  this  town; 
I was  appointed  weiglnnaster  by  Sir  Robert  Gore  Booth. 

1230.  Under  what  patent  is  the  market  held  ? — I cannot  tell ; it  is  a very  old  one. 

1231.  When  was  the  market  established? — I do  not  know;  I have  heard  a very  long 
time  ago. 

1232.  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market-days  ? — Once  a week, 
upon  every  Thursday. 

1233.  Who  is  the  present  owner  of  the  market? — Sir  Robert  Gore  Booth. 

1234.  Does  Sir  Robert  Gore  Booth  collect  his  own  tolls,  or  has  he  leased  them? — I collect 
all  the  tolls  at  the  fairs,  and  account  for  them  with  the  agent  of  Sir  Robert  Gore  Booth. 

1235.  How  are  the  tolls  applied? — A portion  of  them  are  applied  in  paying  me  my 
salary,  and  the  rest  are  expended  in  the  improvement  of  the  market-house  and  place. 

1236.  Are  any  tolls  or  customs  paid  in  the  market  ? — No. 

1237.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ? — There  is,  and  a market-house. 

1238.  Is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  confined  to  the  market-place? — There  is 
scarcely  any  thing  sold  in  the  market-place,  except  butter  and  potatoes. 

1239.  Is  any  corn  and  meal  sold  in  the  market? — Scarcely  any ; it  all  goes  to  Sligo,  or 
to  the  merchants’  stores  in  this  town  or  neighbourhood  to  be  sold. 

1240.  Have  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  weights,  and  scales  been  provided  ? Yes ; I 

have  a fair  supply  of  them ; there  is  no  weigh-bridge. 

1241.  Is  all  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  market  weighed  in  the  market  scales? 

The  butter  and  potatoes  are  generally  weighed,  but,  as  I before  said,  very  little  grain  comes 
into  the  market. 

1 242.  Have  you  been  sworn  under  4 Anne,  c.  14  ? — I have  not. 

1243.  What  are  your  charges  for  weighing  in  this  market? — One  penny  per  draught  on 
all  agricultural  produce,  except  butter,  on  which  I charge  \d.  for  any  draught  under  five 
pounds,  and  1 \d.  for  every  draught  exceeding  that  weight. 

1244.  Explain  the  system  of  weighing  in  your  market. — We  take  standing  beam  in  all 
draughts,  and  deduct  seven  pounds  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  coni  for  beamage,  and  also, 
the  actual  weight  of  the  sack. 

1245.  Is  there  any  other  deduction  in  weighing  made  by  you? — There  is  not  ; I make 
that  deduction  irrespective  of  the  weight  of  the  corn. 

1246.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  by  you  in  weighing  corn? — Seven  pounds. 

1247.  Suppose  a sack  to  weigh  twenty  stone  six  pounds,  for  what  weight  would  the 
farmer  be  paid? — For  nineteen  and  a-half  stone,  less  the  actual  weight  of  the  sack. 

1248.  Must  it  be  seven  pounds  or  nothing? — It  must,  except  in  a very  small  draught. 

1249.  Do  you  keep  any  book  in  which  you  enter  the  quantity  sold  in  the  market,  average 
price,  and  amount,  with  the  names  of  the  buyer  and  seller  ? — I do  not,  in  weighing  corn, 
but  in  weighing  butter  I generally  keep  a book. 

1250.  Does  the  buyer  or  seller  get  a docket  of  the  sales? — He  does,  in  selling-  and 
weighing  butter. 

1251.  If  Government  required  you  to  furnish  a statistical  account  of  all  the  sales 

made' in  your  market,  the  average  price,  and  amount,  could  you  furnish  them  ? T could 

not,  except  in  the  case  of  butter,  and  in  it  not  with  any  very  great  degree  of  accuracy. 

1252.  Do  you,  in  this  town,  calculate  the  weight  by  the  barrel  or  by  the  stone  ? By  the 

stone. 

1253.  Is  a stone  weight  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdupois  ? It  is,  except 

in  the  case  of  wool,  which  is  calculated  at  sixteen  pounds. 

1254.  Does  a hundred- weight  always  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdu- 
pois ? — It  does. 

1255.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter? — No. 

1256.  Is  all  the  butter  bought  in  the  market  weighed  in  the  market  scales? It  is. 

1257.  What  are  the  deductions  made  in  weighing  butter  in  the  market  scales? Six 

pounds  for  every  hundred -weight;  I deduct  one  pound  from  every  stone  up  to  six  stone,  but 
if  the  weight  of  the  firkin  exceed  six  stone,  I charge  nothing  more  for  it  than  six  pounds. 

1258.  What  is  the  usual  quantity  of  butter  sold  in  your  market  in  a week  ? From  sixty 

to  one  hundred  firkins ; the  largest  market  I have  ever  seen  was  130  firkins  of  butter. 

1259.  Is  any  toll  paid  in  the  fairs? — Yes. 

1260.  Can  you  give  a list  of  the  tolls  paid  in  the  fairs  held  in  this  town [The  witness 

handed  in  the  following  list] : — 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


Each  milch  cow  or  boll, 
Dry  or  fat  cow,  bullock, 
One  year  old  do., 

Horae,  colt,  or  filly,  . 
Foal,,.  . . 

Ass  or  mule,  . 

Sheep, 

Lamb, 

h,  ■,  • . • 

.Load  ot  young  pigs,  . 
Tent  or  booth, 

Pedlar’s  stand,  raised, . 

Do.  do.,  low, 

Meat  stand,  . 

Bread  do., 

Load  of  eggs, 


Balltmote,  County  of  Sligo. 

For  Sir  Robert  G.  Booth,  Bart , Patentee. 


. 0 

d. 

6 

Huckster’s  stand, 

. 0 

d. 

4 

eifer, 

. 0 

4 

Leather  cutter’s  do.,  . 

. 0 

4 

. 0 

3 

Shoemaker’s  stand, 

. 0 

4 

. 0 

6 

Hatter’s  do., 

. 0 

6 

. 0 

3 

Hardware, 

. 0 

4 

. 0 

3 

Nailer’s  do.,  . 

. 0 

4 

. 0 

2 

Web  of  frieze  or  flannel, 

. 0 

3 

. 0 

1 

Drugget  do., 

. 0 

H 

. 0 

3 

Woodenware  stand, 

. 0 

6 

. 0 

6 

Earthenware  do.. 

. 0 

4 

. 1 

6 

Tinware  do., 

. 0 

2 

. 1 

0 

Fish  or  fruit  do., 

. 0 

4 

. 0 

6 

Stockings  do., 

. 0 

2 

. 0 

6 

Meal,  .... 

. 0 

1 

0 

4 

Hide, 

. 0 

1 

. 0 

6 

Skin,  . . 

. 0 

1 

Die  last  three  items  were  charged  at  a higher  toll,  and  so  appear  on  the  toll-board,  but  they  are 
now  reduced  to  the  amount  above  stated,  by  George  M'llroy. 


1261.  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  this  town  in  a year? — Seven. 

1262.  Are  tolls  charged  in  going  in  or  out  of  a fair  ? — They  are  charged  on  going  out 
of  the  fair,  if  cattle  are  either  bought  or  sold. 

1263.  How  do  you  know  whether  the  cattle  are  liable  to  pay  toll  or  not? — The  men  at 
the  gate  ask  the  man  in  charge  of  the  cattle  whether  they  are  sold  or  not ; if  he  says  they 
are,  he  is  obliged  to  pay  toll ; if  he  says  they  are  not,  they  go  through  the  form  of  an  oath, 
to  ascertain  whether  his  statement  is  correct. 

1264.  Do  you  not  think  that  administering  an  oath  under  such  circumstances  is  calculated 
to  make  a person  think  lightly  of  the  solemnity  of  an  oath  ? — It  is. 

1265.  Do  you  suppose  that  such  a practice  leads  to  much  peijury? — I am  perfectly 
satisfied  that  it  does. 

1266.  Is  there  an  enclosed  fair-green? — There  is. 

1267.  Is  it  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  fair? — It  is. 

1268.  Do  you  not  think  that  all  persons  would  be  better  satisfied  if  a small  toll  was 
imposed  upon  the  cattle  going  in  ? — The  man  who  did  not  sell  might  be  dissatisfied;  a great 
number  of  cattle  are  sold  outside  the  fair-green,  and  a great  number  of  the  cattle  which 
go  in  are  unsold,  so  that  if  all  the  cattle  were  obliged  to  go  into  the  fair-green  and  to  pay, 
a very  small  charge  upon  each  would  be  sufficient. 

1 269.  Do  you  think  people  resort  to  the  fair  who  would  be  unable  to  pay  at  their  entrance 
into  the  fair?— I think  there  are  some;  but  if  such  an  arrangement  were  made,  the  people 
would  be  able  to  borrow,  or  otherwise  procure  sufficient  means  to  free  them  into  the  fair. 

1270.  What  is  the  gross  annual  amount  of  the  tolls  received  in  the  fairs  in  a year? £40 

or  £50  a-year,  for  all  of  which  I account  to  Sir  Robert  G.  Booth. 

1271.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  charges  for  weighing  in  a year? — Last  year  and  the 
year  before  it  was  about  £22  a-year,  for  which  I accounted  to  Sir  R.  G.  Booth,  who  expended 
the  balance,  after  paying  my  salary,  in  the  improvement  of  the  market. 

1272.  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation, 
an  efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  the  agricultural  produce  brought 
into  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — 1 think  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  all  jiersons. 

1273.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  of  frauds  in  consequence  of  the  farmer  weighing 
in  the  merchants’  stores  ? — I have  not. 

1274.  Do  they  make  the  same  deductions  in  weighing  at  the  merchants’  stores  as  they 
do  in  the  market  ? — They  do. 

1275.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  weighing  at  the  merchants’  stores? — Seven 
pounds. 

1276.  Do  they  make  any  charge  at  the  merchants’  stores  for  porterage? — They  charge 
1 d.  upon  every  sack  for  what  they  call  starters ; in  this  town  we  have  but  one  merchant 
who  purchases  corn. 

1277.  Do  you  not  think  that  a general  market,  such  as  I have  described,  might  create 
a trade  in  corn  ? — I do ; the  butter  market  has  only  been  established  for  the  last  six  years, 
and  a great  quantity  of  butter  is  now  brought  into  it. 

1278.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures? — There  is. 

1279.  Have  many  frauds,  in  the  use  of  improper  weights  and  measures,  been  detected  by 
him  ? — There  have. 

1280.  Would  it  not  be  better  for  all  parties  if  agricultural  produce  were  weighed  to  the 
pound,  without  any  deduction  whatever,  and  the  empty  sack  afterwards  weighed  and 
deducted  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn  ? — I think  it  would  be  better  if  corn  was 
weighed  like  any  thing  else. 

Mr.  James  Irwin  examined. 

1281.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a farmer,  residing  near  this  town. 

1282.  Do  you  sell  in  this  town? — I do;  but  I very  often  send  my  butter  for  sale,  to 
Sligo. 


BALLYMOTE, 
14 th  October,  1802. 

95? 

George  M'llroy. 


96. 

i'.  James  Irwin. 
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BALLYMOTE,  1283.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing-  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  stated? — Great 
14 th  October,  1853.  frauds  prevail  in  the  butter  market.  It  is  frequently  the  practice  for  buyers,  after  making  a 
~ ~ contract  for  butter,  to  reject  it,  after  keeping  it  for  some  time,  and  either  send  it  back,  or 

,,  • ' cut  it  down,  upon  the  pretence  that  it  is  of  an  inferior  quality.  The  buyers,  also,  are 

r ames  r" m'  frequently  in  the  habit  of  making  second  quality,  first  quality.  I should  suggest,  that  in 

nil  cases,  it  would  be  advantageous,  if  the  purchaser  should  always  be  bound  by  the 

inspector’s  decision,  and  such  would  avoid  a great  deal  of  imposition. 

1284.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions  and  charges  whatever,  of 
weighing  butter  to  the  pound,  and  allowing  the  price  to  be  regulated  accordingly  ? — I 
would. 

1285.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  all  cattle  going  to  a fair  paying  a small  toll? — No  ; I 
think  the  present  system  is  better,  as  it  often  enables  parties  to  trace  their  own  cattle,  and 
recover  them,  by  their  being  stopped  at  the  toll-gate. 

1286.  Do  you  think  that  tolls  ought  to  be  charged  where  no  accommodation  is  afforded 
by  the  proprietor  of  the  fair,  in  giving  an  enclosed  fair-green  ? — I think  not. 

1287.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  define,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  what  are 
reasonable  tolls  ? — I think  it  would. 


97.  W.  Baker,  esq.,  examined, 

a-er,  e q.  1288.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a farmer,  residing  near  this  town. 

1989  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  charging  all  cattle,  entering  a fair,  with  a small 
toll?— I should  be  decidedlv  in  favour  of  it;  I think  it  would  be  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  put  an  end  to  the  awful  perjury  and  rioting  which  goes  on  m consequence  of  the 
present  system,  which  is  likewise  calculated  to  make  an  oath  be  lightly  regarded.  J also 
think  that  it  should  be  made  compulsory  on  all  parties  selling  or  buying  to  have  the 
butter  weighed  and  inspected  in  the  public  market. 


98.  Robert  Smith,  esq.,  examined. 

Smith,  esq.  J290.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a farmer,  residing  near  this  town. 

1291.  Do  you  sell  butter  in  this  market?— I do;  I used  to  send  my  butter  to  Sligo 
market,  but  in  consequence  of  the  inability  or  fraud  of  the  inspector  of  butter,  in  that  town, 
I now  send  all  my  butter  to  this  market,  where  I am  more  fairly  dealt  with.  I should 
suggest  that  there  ought  to  be  some  person  to  refer  to,  in  case  of  a difference  with  the 
inspector  of  butter,  in  every  large  town.  It  is  also  a hardship,  that  if  I send  my  butter 
into  the  market,  at  Sligo,  without  the  tops  of  the  firkins,  that  1 should  be  obliged  to  pay  for 
the  cooperage.  With  respect  to  fairs,  1 may  observe,  that  great  inconvenience  results 
from  charging  the  days  on  which  fairs  are  held  in  this  neighbourhood ; something  ought  to 
be  done  to  check  this  practice.  It  is  suggested  by  the  farmers  present,  that  the  holding 
of  a few  additional  fairs  in  this  town  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  all  parties  residing  in 
this  locality,  and  they  request  the  Commissioners  will  bring  the  matter  under  the  notice  of 
the  Government. 


BOYLE, 

15 th  October,  1852. 


Boyle,  October  15,  1852. 
Mr.  John  Shera  examined. 


99. 

Mr.  John  Shera. 


1292.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — 1 am  the  weighmaster  in  this  market. 

1293.  Under  what  patent  is  the  market  held?— I do  not  know ; I have  heard,  under  an 
old  patent  of  King  James. 

1294.  When  was  the  market  established? — I do  not  know.  . 

1295.  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market-days  . — Twice  a week, 
on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays. 

1296.  Who  is  the  present  owner  of  the  market  ? — Lord  Lorton. 

1297.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market?— No,  except  on  meat  and  other  articles  of  that 
nature — \_Witness  handed  in  the  following  list  of  tolls  and  charges  for  weighing ] : 

Schedule  of  the  Boyle  Crake  and  Shambles. 


Charges  for  Slaughterihg. 

Carcase  of  Beef, 

„ Buliockeen, 

„ Mutton, 

„ Veal, 

„ PiS> 

„ Kid, 

„ Lamb, 

„ Slink, 

Storage  per  week. 

Salt  meat  standings,  . 

Fish, 

Oatmeal,  per  cwt. 


s. 

d. 

Charges  for  Weighing. 

s. 

d. 

i 

6 

Oats,  per  sack, 

. 0 

2 

i 

0 

Meal,  per  cwt. 

. 0 

1 

0 

6 

Butter,  per  firkin, 

. 0 

2 

0 

6 

„ per  crock, 

. 0 

1 

0 

5 

Wool,  per  pack, 

. 1 

0 

0 

1 

„ per  half  pack,  . 

. 0 

6 

0 

3 

„ per  sack, 

. 0 

4 

0 

1 

Flax,  per  bunch, 

. 0 

1 

Hides,  salt,  per  cwt.  . 

. 0 

1 

0 

5 

„ raw,  each, 

. 0 

1 

0 

2 

Salt,  per  cwt. 

. 0 

1 

0 

2 

Fotatoes,  per  cwt. 

. 0 

0£ 

John  Shera,  Weighmaster. 

1298.  Are  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  seller? — By  the  buyer,  in  every  instance,  on  cattle. 

1299.  Are  any  tolls  levied  for  corn  or  potatoes? — No. 
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1300.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ? Yes 

■ “d  Kal08’been  “ in  ,he 

i'^3'  ^ie  y0U  sworn  lmder  the  4tJl  Anne,  c.  14  ?_I  am. 

scales?'  ItShnt^V^1  Pr-°duce  S°,ld  in*he  market  weighed  in  the  market 
scales^— It  1S  but  very  little  corn  is  ever  either  sold  or  weighed  in  the  market. 

&r  -*  & ■■ «*lo:se& 

f’W  J "A  market  scales,  what  deductions  are  made  from  the  cross 

weight  of  the  corn  ?— I deduct  from  seven  pounds  to  fourteen  pounds,  according  to  the 
appearance  of  the  sack,  from  each  draught.  ‘owning  tics 

n “ th®  weight  used'  by  you  in  weighing  ?— Seven  pounds, 

if?®'  2?  standing  beam?— No;  downweight.  P 

,we!gl!t  ? -Abour^'poZdu  * “*  *°  bri,'S  ‘be  SCale  fr0m 

131 0.  Your  smallest  weight  being  seven  pounds,  suppose  a sack  of  oats  to  weigh  twenty 
stone  seven  pounds  at  standing  beam,  would  not  the  farmer  lose  seven  pounds  ?— He  would 
}®! £*  fhe  weight  must  be  seven  pounds  down,  or  nothing?— It  must, 
corn?— No  deduCtl0n’  beside  the  allowance  for  sack,  made  by  you  in  weighing 

}**•  Are  the  same  deductions  made  by  you  in  weighing  potatoes  ?— Yes. 

1314.  Do  you  keep  a market  book  in  which  you  enter  the  quantity  sold,  average  price 
aQd  the  S6ller  d0  uot  keeP  any  book  in  4ioh 

required  fo^oTo * d°Cket  °f  ^ Weight  t0  tbe  bu^er  °r  SeUer  ?~Not  unless  I am 

13 1 6.  Suppose  Government  were  to  require  you  to  furnish  them  with  a statistical  account 
could  noTntlty  S°ld  111  t ie  market’  tbe  aveiaSe  price,  and  amount,  could  you  do  so  ?— I 

1317.  Is  corn  sold  by  the  barrel? — It  is. 

1318.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  wheat  ?— Twenty  stone. 

1319.  What  of  oats? — Fourteen  stone. 

1320.  What  of  barley? — Sixteen  stone. 

1321.  What  of  potatoes? — Ten  hundred-weight. 

132k  Is  a stone  weight  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdupois?— It  is.  excent 
in  the  case  of  wool,  which  is  calculated  at  sixteen  pounds  to  the  stone,  and  potatoes  which 
are  calculated,  from  the  month  of  July  to  Michaelmas  Day,  at  sixteen  pounds  to  the  stone. 

1323  Does  a hundred-weight  always  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdu- 
pois  r — it  does. 

1324.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter  in  this  market  ?— There  is  not. 

1325.  Is  butter  sold  by  weight  or  by  lump?_It  is  always  sold  by  weight. 

'326.  What  are  your  charges  for  weighing  butter  ?— Two  pence  for  each  firkin 

t I1?7'.  1-  ‘at  deductions  do  you  make  in  weighing  butter?— I weigh  standing  beam,  and 
1 deduct  five  pounds  for  the  firkin ; that  is,  two  pounds  for  beamage,  and  three  pounds  for 
soakage.  ^ 1 

1328.  Do  you  ever  deduct  more  than  five  pounds  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  firkin  ? 

1 329.  VYlien  the  weight  of  the  firkin  exceeds  five  stone,  what  do  you  deduct  ? I deduct 

one  pound  for  every  additional  stone. 

1330.  What  is  the  usual  weight  of  the  firkin? — Seventy  pounds. 

1331.  Is  all  the  butter  brought  into  the  town  sold  in  the  market?— It  is  not-  a great 
deal  of  butter  is  sold  at  the  merchants’  stores,  and  at  the  shops. 

. 1 33  2-  Have  you  heard  of  any  complaints  being  made  of  the  system  of  weighing  adopted 
m the  merchants’  stores  ? — I do  not  think  I have.  * 

1333.  Is  the  same  system  of  weighing  adopted  in  the  merchants’  stores  as  in  the  market 
scales  ?— No;  Mr.  Mulhall,  who  is  the  largest  buyer  in  this  town,  weighs  the  corn,  and  after- 
wards tares  the  sacks,  and  deducts  their  exact  weight  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn 
He  takes  down  weight,  and  deducts  nothing  for  beamage. 

1334.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  the  merchants’  stores  ?— Seven  pounds. 

1335.  The  weight  must  be  seven  pounds  or  nothing? — It  must. 

1336.  Is  any  charge  for  porterage  made  in  the  merchants’  stores?—!  believe  in  most  of 
the  stores  %d.  for  each  sack  is  charged  for  porterage. 

1337.  What  is  the  principal  produce  of  this  market  ?— Oats. 

1338.  What  is  the  greatest  quantity  of  oats  ever  sold  in  one  day  in  this  market? I 

cannot  say.  1 have  known  300  or  400  barrels  purchased  in  a day  by  Mr.  Mulhall. 

1339.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  ?— Not  at  present.  The  Grand  Jury 
refused  to  present  for  it,  and  1 believe  the  duty  is  to  be  in  future  discharged  by  the  Con- 
stabulary, who  have  not,  however,  as  yet,  got  possession  of  the  standard  weights  and  measures. 

1340.  What  are  the  gross  annual  receipts  of  the  markets  ?— About  £70. 

1341.  By  whom  is  the  market-house  and  premises  kept  in  repair ?— By  Lord  Norton. 

1 


BOYLE, 

15 th  October,  1852. 

99^ 

Mr.  John  Shera. 
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F.  "Robinson,  esq. 
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1342.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  in  which  all  the  agricultural  produce 

brought  into  the7  town  should  be  weighed  and  sold  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 
efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision?— I would.  atn_j:ne. 

1343.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  the  corn  weighed  to  one  pound  at  standing 
beam  without  any  deduction,  and  having  the  sacks  afterwards  tared  and  their  exact  weight 
deducted  from  the7  gross  weight  ?_I  would ; and  I think  such  a system  would  give  general 

^a^^’w'0uld  the  present  marketplace  afford  sufficient  accommodationfor  toe  purpose? 

I think  it  would ; and  Lord  Lorton  would  provide  additional 

1345.  Would  not  a very  small  charge  for  weighing  be  sufficient,  if  that  system  was 

WtatW,ul%  of  butter  is  sold  in  your  market  in  a week  ?-I  think  from  500  to 

60?34f  °Is  it  all  weighed  in  your  market  ?_It  is.  It  is  generally  bought  by  the  firkin,  and 
we  have  no  difference  of  qualities  in  this  town. 

Frederick  Robinson,  esq.,  examined. 

1348.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  the  lessee  of  the  tolls  of  the  fairs  held  in  this 

1349  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  this  town  in  a year  ? — Nine  fairs  are  held  in  the  year. 
{The  witness  handed  in  the  following  list  of  the  tolls  and  customs  charged  at  the  fairs} 


List  of  Tolls  and  Customs  charged  on  Fairs  held  at  Botle. 


Milch  cow  and  calf,  • sold,  0 

Milch  or  spring  cow,  without  a calf, 
Stripper  or  dry  cow,  . 

Bull,  bullock,  or  heifer, 

Runner  or  yearling  calf, 

Calf,  all  kinds  above  one  year  old, 

Horse  beast,  every  description, 

Sheep  of  all  kinds, 

Ewe  and  lamb, 

Pig,  • .■  • 

Sucking  pig  coming  into  fair,  Id, 

Fish,  cart-load, 

„ horse-load, 

„ smaller  quantity, 

Fruit,  of  any  kind,  and  vegetables,  per 
cart-load, 


Salt,  per  standing, 
Corn,  per  sack, 


horse-load,  0 3 


Standings,  covered  or  large  reared,  . 1 

„ middle  size,  . . 0 

„ smaller  size,  . . 0 

Broguemakers’  standings,  . . 1 

Leather  cutters’  do.,  • . 0 

Wool,  per  pack,  . • .1 

„ half  packs,  . . 0 

„ smaller  quantities,  . 0 

Each  tent  or  booth,  . . .1 

Wooden  or  earthen-ware,  per  cart- 
load, . • - *0 

„ horse-load,  0 

Frieze  or  flannel,  per  piece,  . 

Butter,  per  cask  or  crock, 

„ in  smaller  quantities,  . 

Tin-ware,  generally,  for  each  parcel. 
Feathers,  each  parcel, 

Hides,  . 

Smaller  skins, 


0 2 
0 1 
0 2 


Frederick  Robertson, 

Collector. 


1350.  Are  cattle  charged  toll,  whether  they  are  sold  or  not  in  the  fairs  1— They  are  only 

charged  if  they  are  sold  upon  going  out  of  the  fairs.  . 

1351  How  do  you  ascertain  whether  they  are  sold  or  not?— When  they  are  going  out 
of  the  fans,  the  person  in  charge  of  the  cattle  is  asked  whether  they  are  sold  or  not;  if  he 
says  they  are,  he  is  obliged  to  pay  the  toll;  if  he  says  they  are  not,  he  is  let  out  of  the  fair 

W'l350t  Shf  practice^of  administering  an  oath  ever  adopted,  to  ascertain  whether  the 
cattle  are  sold  or  not  ?— I am  not  aware  of  an  oath  being  administered  ; I should  not  again 

emf353.*Wo^ld  yoii  be^n  favour  of  all  cattle  going  into  a fair  being  charged  with  a small 
ton  instead  of  with  toll  going  out  of  the  fair,  provided  the  owner  of  the  fan;  afforded  suffi- 
cient accommodation  ? — I think  very  great  difficulty  would  be  experienced  in  carrying  out 
that  system,  as  the  people  never  would  consent  to  paying  for  the  cattle  unsold  m the  fair. 
1354.  What  proportion  of  cattle  going  into  the  fair  pay  toll  when  going  out?-Not  one- 

^apl55  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient:  accommodation, 
an  efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  ill  which  all  the  agricultural  produce 
brought  into  this  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ?-I  think  ,t  would  answer  very  well, 
and  be  satisfactory  to.  the  buyer  as  well  as  to  the  seller.  There  is  a place  laid  out  for  a 
general  market  in  this  town  at  present.  , . 

8 S would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  all  agriculture  produce  to  the  pound  giving 
standing  beam,  and  afterwards  deducting  the  taro  of  the  sack  from  the  gross  weight  of  the 
corn  allowing  the  merchant  to  regulate  the  price  he  will  give  for  the  corn  accordingly  ?— 
I think  such  an  arrangement  would  be  a great  advantage  to  the  farmer. 

1357  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  all  the  weights  and  measures  through 
the  country  ?— I would ; the  difference  in  the  barrel  frequently  gives  the  buyer  an  advan- 
tage,  and.  causes  confusion.  „ ,T 

1358.  Have  you  any  further  information  to  give  (— JNo. 
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John  MuUiall,  esq.,  examined.  BOYLE 

ill!  n "at  '*  'ol;r  '-'‘•’-■BLa!:01: ? — I am  a corn  merchant,  residing  near  tills  town  I5tfi  Oefo&er,  1852. 

llfif  H t0?  CTCUI  “ th*  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Robinson ? — I do. 
not  exceedYwen  J 8"?“  °fT  ^eiShinS  ad°Ptetl  » your  stores  ?— When  the  suck  does  John  Muih.Il, 
the  E i ? g ‘ stone,  I deduct  seven  pounds  for  the  sack;  I also  take  the  east  of 
1 atf a!n’  ” cannot  exceed  one  pound. 

j 1)0  .y0"  meail  t0  convey  that  the  total  deduction  does  not  exceed  eight  pounds? 

selley? ' Tf/0U  ®ni,  *5  oats  in,  ‘ke  sack  not  corresponding  with  the  fop,  do  you  cut  the 
S thC  “““  s“ks  «‘h  good  oats,  and  upon  the 

either  tvYnp™fsTn«^“gM  ^ U8e?-SCTen  r°“nds'  tIle  * 

the  w',  w0!lld  he  your  opinion  of  a general  market,  such  as  I have  described  ? — If 

TOry  defhS  C0Ul<i  b°  del?0”ied  UP°“-  1 tMnk  it  would  be  a very  fair  arrangement,  and 

corn  in  aMa.y°U  bu3r  Ilr®ely  >"  this  market  ?_I  have  bought  from  300  to  400  barrels  of 

wonhlh  C“  8Ugg°St  mj  thi°g  “ sddition  to  what  you  have  already  stated?— I think  it 

1 3M  TT  7 adaalltageous,  m all  cases,  to  have  a regular  charge  for  weighing  established, 
trader  , P,reseilt  system  of  weighing  in  private  stores,  would  not  the  dishonest 

™'h>“  aa  advantage  over  the  honest  dealer  ? — I think  he  would,- 
and  afterward!  T?*  Y JOl“'  ,of ^.weighing  all  corn  in  a pubhc  market  to  the  pound, 

ti  e 9 . rt  -‘T?  *he,?fK  S,ld  dedu8‘k«  «»  weight  from  the  gross"  weight  of 
t l(?  •— * thmk  it  would  be  more  convenient  to  all  parties. 

tlm  9 T°kilklibe  y?Ul‘  op“T  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  through 

the  country  ?_  I think  such  would  be  a,  very  great  convenience.  S 

..  .1!  m , \y°-U  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  you  have  already  stated  ? I think 

it  would  be  desirable  to  have  the  butter  market  always  commence  at  one  or  two  o’clock 
It  docs  not  commence  at  present  until  three  o’clock,  and  the  sellers  have  not  time  to- 
receive  payment  for  their  butter. 

*“*  kMW"  * making  excuses  for  not  taking  the  butter,  u-ponthe- 

f A r WaS  ”0t  Cq“! t0  tlie  top  °f  tbe  4l'kin  1 haT6  i hut  such  is  a vefy infair 
mode  ot  dealing  ; a man  ought  to  be  satisfed  with  his  purchase  when  he  makes- it. 

Patrick  Judge,  esq.,  examined.  202 

JP-  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a general  merchant  in  this  town  Patrick  Judge,  esq. 

1374.  Do  you  concur  in  the  statements  which  have  been  made,  respecting  the  nractice 

of  selling  corn  and  butter  in  this  town  ?— Complaints  are  frequently  made  of  the  system  of 
buying  butter,  as  the  buyer  keeps  the  seller  to  a very  late  hour  in  the  evening/without 
paying  him  for  his  butter,  as  they  do- not  receive  remittances  to  enable  them  to  pay  for  the 
butter  until  the  arrival  of  the  evening  coach  from  Sligo.  Sometimes  the  buyers  are 
obliged  to  remain  all  night  m the  town.  y 

1375.  Do  you  not  think  that  a merchant  might  make  arrangements  to  have  his-monev  in 
sufficient  time,  without  occasioning  this  inconvenience  to  the  seller  ?— I think  he  mi^ht- 
but  there  is  a great  struggle  to  get  butter  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  which  iuduces°the 
nuyeis  to  buy  at  that  time,  and  defer  the  payment  until  the  evening. 

1376.  Do  you  deal  in  pork? — I do. 

1371.  What  are,  the  deductions  made  in  weighing, pork?— Pour  pounds  were  deducted 
irom  the  gross  weight  of  every  pig,  until  last  year,  when  the  deductihn  was-  increased-to 
eight  pounds,  m order  to  be  equal  to  the  deduction-  in  the  Sligo  market. 

J®78*  tt1Jc  deduction  in  the  Sligo  market  on  each  pig  is  ten  pounds,’ not  eight  pounds? 

— then  1 snail  increase  the  deduction  from  eight  pounds  in  future  to  ten  pounds 
'379.  What  is  the  smallest  pig  you  weigh?— One  hundred-weight  three  quarters. 

L.J80.  Would  it  not  be  fairer  to  abolish  all  deductions,  regulating  the  price  accordingly  9 

— 1 ou  will  fiud  very  great  difficulty  in  carrying  out  that  system.  ° J ' 

1381.  Is  any  charge  made  by  you  for  porterage  ? — No. 

'n 8 ri  Ar®  the.  deductions  made  by  you  in  weighing  corn  the. same  as  are  made  by  Mr 
Mulkail  !—  Yes;  it  is  very  fair  to  charge  for  porterage,  as  the  farmer  seldom  sends  liis  own 
servants  to  unload  the  com;  indeed  it  would  not  be  worth  his  while. 

1383.  What  deductions  are  made  by  you  in  weighing  wool  ?— One  pound  to  every  sixteen 

pounds,  and  four  pounds  for  beamage  from  the  gross  weight,  which  is  taken  at  standing 
beam,  and  eight  pounds  tret  out  of  every  twenty  stone.  ° 

1384.  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  a general  market  such  as  lias  been  described  ? 

It  would  be  very  desirable. 

1385.  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  tlirouo-h 

this  country  ?— It  also  would  be  very  desirable.  I may  observe,  that  an  attempt  was  made 
to  assimilate  the  weight  of  wool  and  feathers  to  the  weight  of  corn  and  other  produce  in 
this  town,  but  it  was  given  up.  1 

1386.  Are  many  frauds  practised  by  the  farmers  in  bringing  their  produce  into  this  mar- 
ket?—I do  not  think  there  ait©;,  the  com  is  brought  very  fairly  into  the  market  in  this 


102. 

Patrick  Judge,  e 
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I3S7.  How  is  bread  sold  in  this  town  ?— I believe  I am  tile  only  person  in  this  town  who 
sells  bread  by  weight.  „ 

1388.  How  is  oatmeal  weighed  in  this  town?— The  sack  is  always  tared,  and  no  other 
deduction  is  made. 

Constable  Duncan  examined. 

1 389.  Have  you  inspected  the  weights  and  measures  in  this  town  ? — W e have  not,  because 

we  have  not  as  yet  got  possession  of  the  standard  weights  and  measures. 

1390.  Have  many  cases  of  fraud  come  under  your  notice  of  parties  using  light  weights 
and  improper  measures  ? — No  ; I may  observe,  however,  that  a system  of  forestalling  pre- 
vails in  the  potato  market,  by  which  one  person  gets  possession  of  all  the  potatoes  m the 
market  at  a small  price,  and  is  enabled  to  raise  the  price  upon  the  buyers  of  them. 


Castlerea,  October  16,  1852. 

Patrick  Sweeny  examined. 

1391.  What  is  your  occupation?— I am  weighmaster  in  the  market  in  this  town. 

1392.  Under  what  patent  is  the  market  held  ? — I do  not  know ; 1 believe  there  is  an  old 

^ U593.  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market-days  ?— -The  market  is 
usually  held  twice  a week,  upon  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  but  the  patent  only 

authorizes  it  to  be  held  once  a week,  upon  Saturday. 

1394.  What  is  the  principal  produce  sold  in  the  market?— Cora,  and  a httle  butter. 

1395.  Who  is  the  present  owner  of  the  market?— Mr.  Wills  Sandford. 

1396.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market? — They  are  not.  . 

1397.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ?— It  is  not  enclosed,  there  is  no  market-house. 
139s!  Is  the  sale  of  agricultural  produce  confined  to  the  market-place  . —It  is  not. 

1399.  Have  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  weights,  and  scales  been  provided  in  the 

market?— Yes,  but  there  is  no  weigh-bridge.  , , T , Al 

1400  Are  you  sworn  under  the  4th  Anne,  c.  14  ? — I think  I took  some  oath  upon  my 

appointment;  I have  been  the  weighmaster  of  this  town  for  thirty  years.  . 9 T 

1401.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  m the  town  weighed  m the  market  scales  (— It 
is  not ; a great  proportion  of  it  is  weighed  at  the  merchants’  stores. 

1402.  Is  any  charge  made  by  you  for  weighing  ?— I charge  2d.  for  every  sack  of  corn 

weighed  in  the  market  scales.  . _ _T  , • n * * c 

1403.  Is  any  charge  made  by  you  for  weighing  potatoes  ?— No,  I weigh  potatoes  free. 
1404  What  are  the  charges  made  by  you  for  weighing  oatmeal  ?— When  the  sack  exceeds 

two  hundred-weight,  I charge  2d.  per  hundred-weight,  and  for  all  other  merchandize  Id.  per 

^ 1405.  What  is  the  charge  for  a carcase  of  beef?— I charge  6d. 

1406.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight  ?— No,  I weigh  down  weight  at  the 

market. scales^  ^ ^ gmal]est  we;gilt  used  by  you  in  weighing  ?— Seven  pounds;  no  less  a 

weight  is  used  in  the  public  scales.  , ..  , . , 

1408.  How  many  pounds  would  it  take  to  bring  the  scale  from  standing  beam  to  down 
weisht  ?— About  seven  pounds  in  a heavy  draught. 

1409.  What  deductions  are  made  in  weighing  in  this  market,  under  the  name  of  beam- 

f,p.p  &c  2 One  stone  for  each  sack,  whatever  may  be  its  weight. 

1410.  Do  you  keep  a book  in  which  you  enter  the  quantity  so  d,  average  price  and 
amount,  with  the  names  of  the  buyer  and  seller  ?— I do  not  keep  any  book. 

1411.  Do  you  give  a docket  to  the  buyer  or  seller  of  those  particulars  ( — 1 do. 

1412.  Do  vou  keep  any  copy  of  that  docket? — I do  not.  ,,  , 

1413.  Could  you  furnish  a duplicate  of  that  docket  in  case  it  was  lost  ?— I could  not. 

1414  If  Government  required  you  to  furnish  them  with  a statistical  account  of  the 

quantity  sold,  average  price  and  amount,  could  you  doso  ?-I  could  not,  except  by  guess  work. 

1 i4i5“.  Do  you  sell  in  this  market  by  the  barrel  or  by  the  stone  ?— By  the  bairel. 

1416.  Of  what  does  a barrel  of  wheat  consist  ? — Of  twenty  stone. 

1417.  Of  what,  a barrel  of  oats  ? — Fourteen  stone. 

1418.  Of  what,  a barrel  of  barley  ? — Sixteen  stone. 

H19  Of  what,  peas,  beans,  and  other  produce  ?— Twenty  stone. 

1 420.  Of  what,  a barrel  of  potatoes  ?— W e have  no  barrel,  we  always  sell  by  the  hundred- 

Wej42i.  Is  a stone  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdupois? — It  is;  except  in 
the  case  of  wool,  which  is  calculated  at  sixteen  pounds. 

1422.  Does  a hundred-weight  always  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdu- 

^ 1 423.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter  in  this  town  ? — -There  is  not. 

1424.  Is  butter  sold  by  weight  or  by  lump?— By  weight.  , , . 

1425.  What  is  the  charge  in  the  market  for  weighing  butter?— Two  pence  per  draught. 

1426.  What  deductions  are  made  in  weighing  butter?— One  pound  to  every  quarter  of 
a hundred-weight,  or  four  pounds  from  every  hundred- weight. 

1427.  Have  you  any  tolls  in  the  fairs? — We  have. 
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1428.  Have  you  a toll-board  in  the  fairs? — There  was  a toll-board,  but  it  was  lately 
taken  down. 

1429.  Have  you  an  enclosed  fair-green  ? — We  have  a fair-green,  but  it  is  not  enclosed. 

1 430.  Have  you  a toll-board  at  the  custom  gap  ? — I have  printed  lists  of  the  tolls ; I will 
send  you  a copy  of  it. 

[ The  following  list  was  forwarded ] : — 


To  the  Commissioners  of  Fairs  and  Markets,  Dublin  Castle. 


Castlerea,  October  16,  1852. 


Gentlemen, 


At  your  request,  I forward  a printed  copy  of  the  Tolls  and  Customs  of  the  Fairs  of  Castlerea; 
also,  the  note  of  charge  for  weighing  at  the  markets,  as  herein  specified. 


For  every  bag  of  oats  weighed,  . 0 2 
For  every  bag  of  meal  weighed,  when 

under  or  at  2 cwt.,  . .02 

When  over  2,  per  cwt.,  . .01 

Butter,  per  crock,  weighed,  . .02 


s.  d. 

Beef,  per  carcase,  . . .06 

Mutton,  do.,  . . .01 

Pigs,  weighed,  . . .04 

All  other  heavy  draughts,  Id.  per  cwt.,  except 
potatoes,  which  are  weighed  free  of  any  charge. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

Patrick  Sweeny. 


A Return  of  the  Tolls  and  Customs  payable  at  the  Fairs  of  Castlerea  ; Lord  Mountsandford, 
proprietor;  P.  Sweeny,  collector. 


s.  d. 

Dry  cows,  each,  . . .04 

Strippers,  do.,  . . .05 

Milch  cows,  do.,  . . .06 

Heifers  and  bullocks,  do.,  . .04 

Calves  and  pigs,  do.,  . . .03 

Tents,  do.,  . . . .10 

Standings,  do.,  . . .10 

Flat  do.  do.,  . . .06 

Timber,  per  cart-load,  . .10 

Earthenware,  do.,  . . -.10 

Apples,  do.,  . . .10 

Horse-loads,  each,  . . .06 

Friezes  and  flannels,  per  load,  . 1 0 


s.  d. 

Friezes  and  flannels,  per  piece, 

Fruit,  per  cart, 

Horse-loads,  each, 

Hatters’  standings,  . 

Broguemakers’  do.,  . 

Leather  cutters’  do.,  • 

Sucking  pigs,  each,  . 

Sheep,  do.,  . . , 

Ewes  with  lambs,  do., 

Plorses,  do.,  . 

Hawkers’,  do., 

Butchers’  boiling  meat, 

Wool,  per  bag, 


. 0 2 
. 1 0 
. 0 6 
. 1 0 
. 0 6 
. 0 4 
. 0 1 
. 0 1 
• 0 Ji 
. 0 4 
. 0 2 
. 0 2 
. 0 6 


1431.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  fairs  when  the  cattle  are  going  in  or  out? — They  are  always 
paid  when  the  cattle  are  going  out. 

1432.  Are  tolls  paid  upon  cattle  which  are  not  sold? — No. 

1433.  How  do  you  ascertain  whether  the  cattle  are  sold  or  not,  when  they  are  going  out 
of  the  fair  ? — If  I have  any  reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  their  statement  they  go  over 
and  touch  the  toll-board,  which  is  hung  up  at  the  toll-gap. 

1434.  Will  you  not  take  his  word  without  his  touching  the  toll-board? — I will  not:  he 
must  either  touch  the  toll-board  or  pay  the  toll. 

1435.  Does  not  the  person  suppose,  when  he  touches  the  toll-board,  that  he  is  taking  an 
oath  ? — He  does. 

1436.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  compel  the  proprietor  of  the  fair-green  to  provide  suffi- 
cient accommodation,  and  to  oblige  every  person,  when  bringing  their  cattle  upon  the  fair- 
green,  to  pay  a small  toll,  whether  the  cattle  are  sold  or  not? — I think  it  would;  and  it 
would  save  a great  deal  of  perjury  and  rioting. 

1437.  What  was  the  largest  quantity  ol  corn  you  ever  knew  to  be  sold  in  the  town  in 
one  day? — About  1,000  barrels. 

1438.  Is  much  corn  sold  in  the  merchants’  stores  in  this  neighbourhood? — I cannot  say. 

1439.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  of  frauds  being  practised  at  merchants’ 

stores? I have;  in  one  case,  a butter  merchant  refused  to  take  any  butter  which  was  not 

weighed  in  his  own  stores ; some  of  the  butter  weighed  by  him  was  afterwards  weighed  in 
the  public  scales,  and  found  to  weigh  more  than  he  had  returned  it ; in  consequence,  he  was 
convicted  before  the  magistrates,  and  the  butter  taken  out  of  his  possession.  Many  cases 
occur  in  which  the  farmer  is  not  dealt  fairly  with. 

1440.  Have  you  ever  weighed  corn  before  it  went  to  the  merchants’  stores  to  be  weighed? 

l have  • and,  in  some  instances,  have  known  the  merchant  to  return  the  weight  as  seven 

pounds,  or  one  stone,  less  than  that  returned  in  the  market  scales. 

144l'.  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation, 
an  efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  the  agricultural  produce  brought 
into  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I think  it  would  be  very  desirable. 

1442.  Is  the  same  system  of  weighing  adopted,  and  the  same  deductions  made  at  the 

merchants’  stores  as  in  the  public  market?— No;  in  my  own  store  I always  take  standing 
beam.  . . . 

1443.  Are  you  a dealer  in  corn  ? — I am ; I am  the  principal  Duyer  m the  market. 


CASTLEREA, 

1 0th  October,  1852. 

104. 

Patrick  Sweeny. 
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FAIRS  AND  MARKERS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


CASTLEREA, 
lUi/i  October,  1852. 

104. 

Patrick  Sweeny., 


1444.  Do  you  think  it  advisable  to  have  a public  weigkmaster  a dealer  in  corn? I 'do 

not  see  any  objection  to  it. 

1445.  Do  you  charge  2d.  on  every  draught  in  weighing  in  your  own  store  ? I do. 

1446.  Does  not  the  farmer  derive  a greater  benefit  by  selling  in  your  store  than  in  the 

public  market,  by  reason  of  your  taking  the  corn  at  standing  beam  ? He  would ; but  I 

always  regulate  my  price  accordingly,  and  do  not  give  him  as  good  a price  as  he  would  get 
in  the  market.  I only  weigh  in  my  own  stores  when  the  sellers  wish  me  to  do  so. 

1447.  Would  it  not  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  farmer,  in  all  cases,  to  weigh  his  corn  to 
the  pound,  without  any  deduction,  and  afterwards  tare  the  sack  and  deduct  its  exact  weight 
from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn,  regulating  the  price  accordingly  ? — It  would  be  more 
regular. 

1448.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  in  this  district? — There  is. 

1449.  flow  often  does  he  visit  the  market? — Three  or  four  times  a year. 

1450.  Does  he,  upon  these  occasions,  detect  many  frauds? — He  does. 

1451.  Do  you  often  get  your  weights  adjusted? — I generally  get  them  adjusted  four 
times  a,  year. 

1452.  Do  you  ever  test  your  beam  which  requires  seven  pounds  to  bring  it  Rom  standing 
beam  to  down  weight  ? — I do. 

1453.  With  what  weights  in  each  scale  ? — I put  four  half-hundred  weights  in  eacli  scale. 

1454.  How  long  is  it  since  you  put  your  beams,  scales,  and  weights  to  rights  ?— About 
two  months. 

1455.  Do  you  collect  the  tolls  of  the  fairs  for  Mr.  Wills  Sandford,  or  for  yourself? — For 
myself,  as  I rent  them. 

1456.  Does  the  market-place  belong  to  him? — It  does;  and  also  the  beams,  scales,  and 


105. 

Sub-Inspector  of 


1457.  Is  any  charge  made  upon  cattle,  or  any  thing  but  corn,  in  the  markets? — No. 

1458.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  through  the 
country  ? — I would. 

1459-  What  is  your  charge  for  weighing  wool?— One  shilling  for  each  pack.  I weigh 
wool  at  standing  beam,  and  make  no  deduction,  except  four  pounds,  for  the.  tare  of  each 
pack. 

The  Sub-Inspector  of  Police  examined. 

1460.  Are  many  frauds,  by  using  improper  weights,  detected  in  this  market?— No;  very 

few  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  police.  ’ J 

1461.  Have  you  heard  of  any  complaints  of  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  market?— I 
have  not ; when  I purchase  myself,  I always  buy  in  the  market,  and  have  had  no  reason  to 
complain  of  the  system  adopted  there. 


ROSCOMMON, 
Vilh  October,  1852. 

106. 

Chas.  Blakeney,  esq. 


Roscommon,  October  18,  1852. 

Charles  Blakeney,  esq.,  examined. 

1462.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Near  this  town. 

1463.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a barrister-at-law. 

1464.  Under  what  patent  is  the  market  held?— I cannot  say,,  but  I believe  the  Earl  of 
Essex  claims  a right  to  hold  markets,  and  lairs  in  this:  town,  under  some  old  patent  In 
1830,  the  payment  of  market  tolls  was  resisted,  and  law  proceedings  were  taken,  in  which 
the  parties  resisting  the  payment  of  tolls  were  successful,  and  Lord  Essex  was  defeated ; 
since  that  time,  the  right  to  collect  tolls  at  either  markets  or  fairs  has  been  abandoned. 

1465.  Can  you  state  the  ground  upon  which  Lord  Essex  was  defeated  ? I believe 

because  the  patent  only  gave  a right  to  collect  tolls  at  a market  held  in  a particular  park 
which  Lord  Essex  had.  leased  for  ever  for  building  purposes,  and,  which  could  not  be  used 
as, a market.  Lord  Essex  removed  the  market-place  to  another  locality;  and  it  was  decided 
that  he  had  no  right  to  exact  tolls  anywhere  but  on  the  ground  named  in  the  patent. 

1466.  When  was  the  market  established  ? — From  time  immemorial. 

1467.  To  whom  was  the  patent  originally  granted?— To  the  Earl  of  Ranelagh,  whose 
representative  Lord  Essex  claims  to  be,  and  consequently  to  be  the  owner  of  the  market 

14.68.  Can  you  state  whether  the  patent  specifies  the  amount  of  the  tolls  to.  be  levied 
or  merely  gives  a right  to. collect  the  usual  and  accustomed  tolls?— I believe*  merely  the 
usual  and  accustomed  tolls.  I may  add,  that  previous  to  the  abandonment  of  the  tolls 
great  impositions  and  frauds  were  practised,  and  tolls  were  exacted  upon  every  article  sold 
in  the, .town,  even  upon  brooms. 

1469.  Did  Lord  Essex  lease  the  tolls,  or  did  he  collect  them,  himself  ?— He  let  them  at 
£80  per  annum,  and  the  lessee  made  a profit  of:  £200  to.  £300  per  annum. 

147  0.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ?— No. 

1471.  Is  there  a market-house? — There  is. a. yard  and  a shed  attached  to  it  in  which 
oatmeal  is  sold  and  weighed.  Lord  Essex  has  let  it  to  a person  for  £10  a-year,  and  he 
charges  for  weighing ; but,  as  I said  before,  no  tolls  have  been  paid  since  1831. 

1472.  Is  the  sale  of  all. agricultural  produce  confined  to  the  market-place  ?— It  is  not  • a 
great  quantity  is  sold  in  the  public’ streets; 

1473.,  Have  a sufficient  number  of.  beams,  weights,  and  scales  been,  provided-?— Thor© 
is  no  public  beam,  but  there  are  several  beams  and  scales  which  are  private  property 

1474.  Have  you  a.public  weighmaster,  ?— No ; one, .is  much, wanted'. 
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mil?5'  ,TI\CrC  18  all,t.ho  agricultural  produce  that  is  sold  in  the  town  weighed  ?— At  the 
merchants  stores,  and  in  the  private  scales  kept  in  the  market-place. 

" ha?  char£es  are  made  for  weighing  at  the  scales  in  the  market-place  ?— If  the 

ig  it  be, under  112  pounds,  \d.,  and  if  above  that  weight  Id.  for  each  draught. 

, VJ'  faat  18  *,ie  smallest  weight  used  in  weighing  ?— Seven  pounds. 

, ' ''hat  deductions  ai'e  made  for  beamage  orany  other  allowance? — Where  tlie  draught 
is  under  twenty-eight  stone,  seven  pounds  are  deducted  for  the  weight  of  the  bag ; when  it 
exceeds  the  above  weight,  fourteen  pounds  are  deducted. 

weight  C°rn  °r  ot*ier  Pr°duce  weighed  standing  beam  or  down  weight  ? — Down 

M80.  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  this  town  during  the  year  ? — Four 
tember'  Up°n  day8?—Fifth  of  December,  1st  March,  Whit-Monday,  and  1st  Sep- 

1482.  Are  any  tolls  paid  at  the  fairs? — No,  the  right  to  collect  them  was  abandoned  at 
the  same  time  as  the  right  to  collect  market  tolls  ceased. 

1483.  \\  ould  it  not  be  just,  that  any  person  collecting  tolls  in  a fair  should  provide  a 
proper  fair  ground  ?— 1 think  it  would. 

i H8|41  }[  °'ynC1i  ,°f  the  fair  provided  a proper  place  to  hold  the  fair  in,  would -it  Hot 
be  right  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  charge  a moderate  toll  on  all  cattle  going  into  the 
fair,  and  thereby  abolish  the  custom  of  tendering  an  oath  to  persons  leaving  a fair  with 
their  cattle,  and  which  is  done  to  ascertain  whether  they  have  been  sold  or  not  ?— It  would 
be  very  desirable. 

148o.  Do  you  think  administering  oaths  to  persons  leaving  a fair  with  cattle  tends  to 
mu1c]1QP0D'JIT I do  not.  The  people  consider  the  oath  binding  on  them, 
m ',  0U  ke  *n  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 

emcient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  the  agricultural  produce  brought 
into  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I think  it  would  be  of  the  greatest  advan- 
tage  Such  a market  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  farmer,  and  I do  not  think  the  traders 
could  object  to  it. 

1487.  Do  you  think  the  traders  would  have  any  objection  to  weighing  their  purchases  in 
Such  a market ? They  might  think  it  more  beneficial  to  weigh  in  their  own  scales. 

1488.  V ould  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  with  as  small 
a weight  as  one  pound,  without  any  deduction  or  allowance  whatever? — I think  it  would 
be  ot  great  public  advantage. 

1489.  W ould  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  the  weights  and  measures  throughout 
the  country  . I would.  I am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  sell  by  the 
stone,  and  hundred-weight,  and  not  by  the  barrel. 

1 4 90.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  ?— No,  and  ofie  is  much  required 
ihe  Grand  Jury  have  taken  advantage  of  the  recent  Aet  of  Parliament  and  refused  to 
present  for  the  salary.  In  future  the  Constabulary  are  to  inspect  the  weights  and  measures  ; 
but  cannot  commence  that  duty,  as  they  have  not  been  put  in  possession  of  the  standard 
weights. 

1491.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  you  have  already  stated  ?— I think, 
wherever  Town  Commissioners  exist,  they  should  have  control  over  the  weights  and 
measures,  and  be  entitled  to  receive  the  tolls  payable  in  the  market,  and  apply  them  in 
providing  proper  market  accommodation. 

1492.  Would  you  deprive  the  owner  of  the  market  of  his  right  to  receive  to!? There 

is  no  person  here  entitled  to  receive  toll ; the  Earl  of  Essex  has  abandoned  his  rights,  if 
he  ever  had  any. 

1493.  Are  many  fairs  held  in  this  part  of  the  country  on  the  roads  or  public  streets  ? 

There  are. 

1494.  In  such  cases,  dp  you  conceive  the  owners  of  the  fairs  give  sufficient  accommoda- 
tion ? — They  do  not. 


George  Dogherty  examined. 

1495.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a merchant,  residing  in  this  town. 

1496.  Do  you  buy  in  this  marked? — I buy  wheat  and  oats. 

1497.  Where  do  you  weigh  the  com  purchased  by  you?— In  the  private  scales  of  the 
craners. 

1498.  Is  the  corn  -weighed  at  standing  beam  or  down  weight  ? — They  give  downweight- 
the  scales  must  take  the  ground. 

1499.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  by  the  craners  ?— Seven  pounds.  It  is  called 
seven  pounds  or  nothing. 

1500.  What  deductions  are  made  for  beamage  or  the  weight  of  the  empty  sack  ?— Seven 
pounds,  if  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn  is  under  thirty  stone,  and  fourteen  pound's,  if  over 
thirty  stone. 

1501.  What  are  the  charges  made  for  weighing  ?— Sometimes,  if  the  bag  is  very  small, 
a halfpenny  a draught  is  charged ; but  the  usual  charge  is  1(7. 

1502.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  made  as  to  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  private 
cranes? — Never;  except  in  one  instance,  in  which  a farmer  obtained  from  the  craner  a 
docket,  containing  a return  of  a larger  quantity  of  corn  than  his  sacks  really  contained,  and 
thus  the  buyer  was  defrauded  of  the  price  of  several  stones  of  corn. 

1503.  Do  you  buy  in  this  market  by  the  barrel? — We  do. 
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1504.  What  does  a barrel  of  wheat  contain? — Twenty  stone. 

15<)5.  What  of  oats? — Fourteen  stone. 

1506.  What  of  barley? — Sixteen  stone. 

1507.  What  of  potatoes  ? — Eight  hundred-weight. 

1508.  Is  a stone  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdupois  ? — It  is ; except  in  the 
case  of  wool,  which  is  calculated  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  pounds  to  the  stone. 

1509.  Does  a hundred-weight  always  consist  of  112  pounds? — It  does. 

1510.  Is  there  a butter-market? — No;  very  little  butter  is  sold  in  the  town,  and  it  is 
generally  sold  in  the  shops. 

1511.  What  quantity  of  coni  is  sold  in  the  town  during  a week  ? — About  800  barrels,  on 
an  avei’age.  I have  myself  in  one  day  bought  700  barrels. 

1512.  What  would  your  opinion  be  of  the  utility  of  a general  market,  such  as  has  been 
described? — I would  be  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  Francis  Mulnannan  examined. 

1513.  What  is  your  occupation? — I keep  a pair  of  scales  in  the  market-place. 

1514.  What  charges  do  you  make  for  weighing  ?— One  halfpenny  for  every  draught 
under  a hundred-weight,  and  lei.  when  it  is  that  weight  or  over  it. 

1515.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  in  weighing  corn  ? — Seven  pounds. 

1516.  Do  you  weigh  at  standing  beam  or  down  weight? — Down  weight ; the  scale  with 
the  sack  must  touch  the  ground,  or  I do  not  consider  it  weight. 

1517.  What  height  are  your  scales  from  the  ground  ? — Nine  inches. 

1518.  What  weight  would  it  require  to  bring  your  scales  from  standing  weight  to  down 
weight  ? — About  five  pounds. 

1519.  Do  you  keep  a book  in  which  you  enter  the  quantity  sold,  the  price  and  amount, 
with  the  names  of  the  buyer  and  seller  ? — I keep  a book,  but  1 do  not  enter  the  name  of 
the  buyer,  as  I am  not  aware  of  it  when  I am  weighing  the  corn. 

1520.  Do  you  enter  the  price  for  which  the  corn  is  sold  in  your  book  ? — I do  not. 

1521.  Could  you  tell  from  your  book  the  average  price  and  amount  ? — I could  not. 

1522.  Do  you  ever  give  a docket  to  the  buyer  or  the  seller  containing  those  particulars? 
— I do,  if  I am  required. 

1523.  Do  you  keep  a duplicate  of  that  docket  ? — T do  not. 

1524.  What  deductions  do  you  make  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn? — I deduct 
seven  pounds  for  the  empty  sack  if  the  gross  weight  is  under  thirty  stone,  and  fourteen 
pounds  if  it  exceeds  it. 

1525.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  by  you  in  weighing? — Seven  pounds. 

1526.  Suppose  the  gross  weight  of  the  sack  of  corn  was  thirty-one  stone  seven  pounds, 
standing  beam,  for  what  weight  would  the  seller  be  paid? — For  thirty  stone. 

1527.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  made  in  consequence  of  frauds  practised  in 
weighing  at  the  cranes? — I have  never  heard  of  any  complaints  being  made  of  frauds  at 
my  crane.  The  Town  Commissioners  have  a great  hostility  to  the  craners,  because  they 
would  not  pay  them  rent  for  the  cranes  in  the  market-place. 

1528.  Do  you  weigh  potatoes  in  your  crane  ? — I do. 

1529.  What  are  the  deductions  made  by  you  in  weighing  potatoes?— For  every  draught 
less  than  three  hundred- weight  I deduct  half  a stone  for  the  sack;  if  it  exceeds  three  hun- 
dred-weight I deduct  one  stone. 

1530.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  in  weighing? — Seven  pounds. 

1531.  I suppose  the  weight  of  the  article  must  be  either  seven  pounds  or  nothing? — 
It  must. 

1 532.  Suppose  the  weight  of  the  corn  was  twenty  stone  seven  pounds  at  standing  beam, 
what  would  you  call  the  weight  ? — Twenty  stone  gross. 

1533.  What  are  the  charges  made  by  you  for  weighing  potatoes  ? — A half-penny  for  every 
basket,  or  1 d.  for  every  sack. 

1534.  Do  you  weigh  down  weight? — No,  but  I require  the  cast  of  the  beam. 

1535.  Of  what  number  of  pounds  does  a stone  of  wool  consist  ? — Of  sixteen  pounds. 

1536.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  wool  adopted  by  you? — I take  a cast  of  the 
beam,  but  1 do  not  require  the  scale  to  touch  the  ground.  I deduct  four  pounds  on  every 
draught  for  bearaage. 

1537.  What  tret  is  allowed  ? — Eight  pounds  on  every  draught  of  twenty  stone. 

1538.  What  deductions  are  made  in  weighing  butter  ? — Four  pounds  from  every  hundred- 
weight. 

Charles  Tully,  esq.,  examined. 

1539.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  the  proprietor  of  a newspaper  in  this  town. 

1540.  Have  you  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  weights  at  the  cranes  in  the  market- 
place ? — I have ; I knew  one  instance,  in  which  a merchant  who  bought  a quantity  of  corn 
upon  a Saturday,  and  upon  weighing  it  at  home  on  Monday, 'had  thirty- two  barrels  more 
than  he  had  paid  for. 

154 1.  How  was  that  case  discovered  ? — The  merchant  quarrelled  with  his  man  for  taking 
a feed  of  oats  out  of  one  of  the  loads.  The  man  denied  that  it  belonged  to  him,  and  upon 
the  production  of  his  clerk  and  books,  it  appeared  that  he  had  received  thirty-two  barrels 
more  than  he  paid  for. 
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mite  J^0\rSiaer  ‘?at  ix  «0‘  fairly  dealt  with  at  the  cranes  in  the 

•.  formtP  i ‘ n/n  are  not’  and  the3’> m consequence,  resort  to  other  markets.  I know 
?/+£«  'I?  SC'J  2S°  21’  ??°  barrels  of  corn  t0  Athlone  in  one  year,  although  he  resided 

m the  neighbourhood  of  this  town,  sooner  than  send  them  to  this  market.  This  is  very 
t0  tbe  town’  as  evciT  ^rmer  coming  into  the  town  for  the  market,  causes  the 
“SI ltl urfi  of  s?me  money  5 but  no  person  has  any  control  over  the  craners,  who  can  do 
exactly  as  they  please,  and  the  dealers  generally  make  their  fortunes  in  two  or  three  years, 
cannot  say  ^ ^ *16  cbar&es  made  by  a merchant  for  weighing  in  his  own  stores? — I 

l->44.  Do  you  consider  that  a general  market,  such  as  I have  described,  would  be  bene- 
ficial and  would  tend  to  the  diminution  of  fraud  in  this  market  ? — I do ; I think  it  would  be 
calculated  to  protect  us  all  from  fraud. 

011  *he  C°m  bl0Ugl“  int°  the  town  3014  aa4  weighed  in  the 

the1  market  ?— I w^uld  ™ faV°Ur  °f  having  a sma11  toU  exacted  on  a11  articles  brought  into 
lo47.  Do  you  think  that  a proprietor  should  be  at  liberty  to  levy  toll  who  did  not  /rive 
dcfnot  Gt  accommodafclon’  8u°b  as  providing  an  enclosed  market-place  or  fair  green  ?— I 

do  so4?— 1^ do  p,  0Vlded  sufficient  accommodation,  do  you  think  he  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
Doctor  Burke  examined. 

1549.  Where  do  you  reside?— In  the  town  of  Roscommon. 

l.mO.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  stated  ?— I think 
the  proprietor  of  a market  should  not  be  entitled  to  exact  tolls,  unless  he  afforded  sufficient 
accommodation  in  the  market.  There  is  a great  want  of  such  in  this  market.  Lord  Essex 
claims  to  be  entitled  to  the  market,  and  he  does  not  afford  the  slightest  accommodation. 
Great  frauds  are  practised  under  the  present  system;  I knew  of  one  case  when  I was 
chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners.  A farmer  came  to  me  and  complained  that  he  had 
been  dishonestly  dealt  with,  by  a craner  in  this  town,  who  had  returned  his  corn  as  weighing 
consideiably  less  than  it  really  did,  and  that  sooner  than  submit  to  such  an  imposition, 
he  had  brought  his  corn  home,  a distance  of  eleven  miles.  1 think  that  it  would  be  more 
satisfactory  it  the  tolls  were  in  all  cases  vested  in  some  public  body,  and  applied  by  them 
m the  improvement  of  the  town,  such  as  lighting,  cleansing,  &c. 

1001.  Would  it  be  just  to  exact  from  the  farmer  a greater  amount  of  tolls  than  would 
be  required  for  market  purposes  ?— The  farmer  derives  a benefit  from  the  improvement  of 
the  town,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  are  sufficiently  taxed  at  present;  but  at  the  same 
time  I would  not  require  the  farmer  to  pay  more  than  was  necessary  for  affording  him 
proper  market  accommodation. 

100 2.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  such  as  I have  described?— I would ; 
nothing  can  be  worse  than  the  present  system ; there  is  no  supervision:  aud  I would  be  most 
anxious  to  have  the  sale  of  bread  regulated  by  weight,  the  price  per  loaf  varying  according 
to  the  value  of  flour,  but  the  weight  of  the  loaf  remaining  stationary. 

Farrell  Mac  Donald,  esq.,  examined. 

1553.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a merchant  in  this  town. 

„ l?f4-  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated  ? — I believe 
it  will  be  admitted  that  the  farmers  are  of  opinion  that  they  are  not  fairly  dealt  with  at  the 
market  in  this  town,  and  resort  to  the  adjacent  markets  to  sell  their  corn.  I should  only  be 
anxious  to  levy  a toll  that  would  be  adequate  to  afford  sufficient  accommodation  and  security 
to  the  farmer.  I have  known  dealers  in  this  market  to  pay  9s.  a barrel  for  oats  and  take  it 
to  a mill  and  pay  a shilling  a barrel  for  grinding  it,  and  from  the  extra  weight  received  at 
the  market  scales,  they  were  enabled  to  sell  the  meal  at  9s.  a hundred- weight.  I have 
also  known  corn  dealers  to  pay  a higher  price  for  corn  in  this  market  than  they  obtained 
tor  it  at  a market  several  miles  off;  aud  it  was  stated  that  they  had  a profit  on  it  in  conse- 
quence of  the  fraudulent  weighing  by  the  craners  in  this  market.  It  would  be  most 
desirable  to  place  all  parties  on  an  equality,  and  protect  both  buyer  and  seller  from  the 
gross  frauds  practised  at  present..  1 do  not  wish  to  see  this  market  injured  by  dishonest 
dealing,  as  the  farmers  who  leave  it  and  go  to  another  market  spend  nothing  in  the  town. 

I applied  to  Mr.  Graham  Johnston,  the  agent  of  the  Earl  of  Essex,  to  co-operate  with  the 
Town  Commissioners  in  putting  down  the  frauds  which  existed  in  the  town,  but  he  declined 
to  interfere. 

1555.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  such  as  has  been  described? I would. 

1556.  Do  you  think  sufficient  accommodation  could  be  had  in  this  town  for  such  a 
market? — I do. 
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Charles  'fully,  esq. 


no. 

Doctor  Burke. 


1U. 

F.  Mac  Donald,  e 


Edward  Corr,  esq.,  j.p.,  examined.  ^ 

1557.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — I live  near  this  town.  Edward  Corr,  esq. 

1558.  Have  many  cases  of  fraud  connected  with  this  market  come  under  your  observa- 
tion at  Petty  Sessions? — Yes,  I recollect  one  case,  in  which  Mr.  Banahan,  agent  to  Mr. 

Bianconi,  in  this  town,  charged  a corn  jobber  who  had  delivered  him  oats,  with  having 
obtained  from  one  of  the  craners  in  the  market  a docket  for  a greater  quantity  of  oats 
than  the  sacks  really  contained.  The  case  was  sent  for  trial  to  Quarter  Sessions,  and  the 
party  was  convicted- 

K 
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Toam,  October  19,  1852. 

Mr.  Patrick  Bird  examined. 

1559.  Where  do  you  reside  ?-In  Team.  Commissioners. 

JS  not  know,  hut  1 believe 

Sen  is%C  mLSnhtld?and  35  “are  the"  market-days  ’-Twice  a week. 

market ’-The  Town  Commissioners,  assuccessors 
to  the  old  Corporation.  9 v 

}1:  ^“rgtrw"S‘?paid  in  the  market?-[T/,/o«ny  liet  mu, 
handed  in  of  the  tolls  and  customs  payable  tit  the  Borough  of  Tuan t.] 

„ ,1  1 Custom  and  Cranage 

Cows,  heifers,  and  bullocks,  each  fair  day, 

Two  years  old  do., 

Calves,  do.,  • 

Sheep  and  lambs,  do.,  . 

Horses  and  colts,  do., 

Asses  and  mules,  do.,  • • 

Live  pigs,  do., 


Custom  and  Cranage. 
Slaughtered  pigs,  each  fair  day,  . 0 

Bacon,  per  flitch,  do.,  . . *0 

Slaughtered  cows  and  bullocks,  do.,  . 0 

Sheep,  lambs,  or  kids,  do.,  . 0 

n Veal  calves,  do.,  . • 0 

Hides,  do.,  . ■ • * ® 

Horse  and  calf  skins,  do.,  • • c 

Butter,  per  141bs.,  do.,  . • • ® 

Soap  and  candles,  per  cwt.  or  box,  do.,  . 0 
Hay  and  straw,  per  cart-load,  do.,  . 0 
) per  ass  or  horse  load  do.,  0 

Oatmeal,  per  cwt.,  do.,  . • • 0 

Oats,  wheat,  barley,  and  all  other  kinds 
of  grain,  under  1 cwt.  do.,  . 0 

Twelve  stone,  do. 


Custom  and  Cranage — continued. 

Oats,  wheat, barley,  and  all  other  kinds 
of  grain — 

Twenty  stone,  . • .9 

Upwards,  . • -9 

Potatoes,  per  load,  or  bag,  do.,  .9 
Covered  standings,  on  marketdays,  each  0 
Uncovered  do.,  . • • 9 

Hucksters’,  do.,  . . .9 

Hatters’,  do.,  • • -9 

Leather-cutters  and  broguemakers,  . 0 

Wool,  per  pack,  . . .9 

Fish,  per  cart-load,  . • .9 

Cabbage,  per  do.,  . • .9 

Onions,  per  do.,  • • -9 

Vegetables,  per  do.,  . • -9 

Fruit,  per  basket,  • • -9 

Lemons,  oysters,  and  honey,  per  load,  0 
Earthenware  and  pipes,  per  do.,  . 0 

Salt,  per  do.,  • • -9 

Worked  timber  and  rods,  per  do.,  . 0 
Flannels  and  friezes,  • • 9 

Cranage,  each  draught,  under  5 cwt.  0 
- vet  5 cwt.  9 


Twelve  sione,  uo.,  . . • “ i " 

1566.  Are  toUs  paid  by  the  buyer  or  seller?— By  the  seller  on  market-days. 

1567.  Suppose  cattle  were  sold  on  the  market-day,  who  would  pay  the  toll  ? The  seller, 

411  thme  endosed  market-places  ’-The  corn  and  potato  markets  are  held  in  the 

street  but  there  are  enclosed  market-places  for  the  sale  of  meat,  fish,  and  sheep. 

1569.  Is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  confined  to  the  market?— No ; they  sell  the 
corn  about  the  streets,  and  at  the  merchants’  stores. 

1570.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed  for  the  markets  es. 

157 1.  Has  the  weighmaster  been  sworn  under  4 Anne,  c 14  ?—  Yea. 

1572.  Have  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  weights,  and  scales  been  provided . —Yes , 
there  is  a weigh-bridge. 

1573.  Is  there  a market-house  ? — There  is.  . , , 9 

1574.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town  weighed  in  the  market  scales  . 

Tt  not,  but  the  rule  is  that  it  should.  ' . . , „ , 

1575.  ’ What  charges  are  made  by  you  for  weighing  corn  ?— Y here  the  weight  of  the  sack 
is  under  eight  stone,  id. ; where  it  exceeds  eight  stone,  and  is  under  twelve  stone,  Id. , 
wherelt  is  twelve  sim’e,  1 id. ; where  it  exceeds  twelve  stone,  and  is  under  twenty  stone, 

“faf t £ weighing  ’-The  charge  is  made  for  both  toll  and 

weighing  ; we  make  those  charges  whether  the  corn  is  weighed  or  not.  There  is  no  extra 

Cb|l7e7foWha?iethe  charges  for  weighing  potatoes  ?-One  penny  per  sack,  irrespective 

°f  1578  6 What  for  meal  ?— One  penny  for  each  hundred-weight. 

1579.  What  for  butter  ?— One  penny  for  each  stone. 

1580  What-for  wool?— Six  pence. per  pack.  , , . 

1581  What  deductions,  in  the  nature  of  beamage  or  other  allowances,  arc  made  in 
weighing,  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn ’-Seven  pounds  for  beamage,  and  seven 
poSdB  for  the  sack,  up  to  thirty-two  stone,  and  if  it  exceeds  thirty-two  stone,  twenty-one 

E<TS:  Are  the  same  deductions  made  in  weighing  potatoes ’-Yes,  but  potatoes  are 

always  calculated  at  fifteen  pounds  to  the  stone.  , 

1533.  What  deductions  are  made  in  weighing  butter  ?— None;  we  tare  the  tub  or  ciock, 

^ L58U U\V hat  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  in  weighing  corn  or  potatoes?— Seven  pounds. 

1585.  Then  the  corn  is  either  seven  pounds  or  nothing  ?-it  is,  butmvery  small  draughts 
I use  a smaller  weight. 
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1586.  Do  you  take  standing  beam  or  down  weight  ? — We  take  down  weight. 

1587.  Suppose  there  were  seven  pounds  in  the  scale  at  standing  beam,  would  you  throw 
it  out  ? — I would. 

1588.  What  weight  would  it  take  to  bring  the  scales  from  standing  beam  to  down 
weight  ? — Not  more  than  half  a pound. 

1589.  What  are  the  height  of  your  scales  from  the  ground  ? — They  are  not  more  than 
six  inches. 

1590.  Do  you  keep  a book,  in  which  you  enter  the  quantity  of  corn  sold,  price,  and 
amount  ? — -I  do  not,  except  for  the  weigh-bridge. 

1591.  Do  you  give  a docket  to  the  buyer  or  seller? — -I  do,  if  required. 

1592.  Do  you  keep  a copy  of  that  docket? — I do  not. 

1593.  Suppose  the  seller  lost  his  docket,  could  you  supply  him  with  a duplicate  of  the 
docket  ? — I could  not. 

1594.  If  you  do  not  keep  a book,  how  do  you  enter  the  weight  of  the  sack  ? — I chalk  it 
upon  the  man’s  hat.  If  he  requires  a market  note,  I give  it  to  him  ; but  he  must  demand 
it  at  the  time  he  gets  his  hat,  as  I copy  the  market  note  from  his  hat,  before  I give  it  to  him. 

1595.  Do  you  not  then  give  him  his  hat  at  the  time  you  weigh  the  corn  ? — No,  I throw 
the  seller’s  hat  into  a room  and  keep  it  as  a security  for  the  payment  of  the  toll. 

1596.  Would  not  a book  be  a more  satisfactory  way  of  entering  the  quantity  sold? — It 
would,  but  I have  too  much  to  do  to  keep  a book. 

1597.  Suppose  the  Government  required  you  to  furnish  them  with  a statistical  account 
of  the  quantity  sold,  average  price  and  amount,  could  you  do  so  ? — 1 could  not. 

1598.  Do  you  sell  oats  by  the  barrel  or  by  the  stone  ? — W e sell  wheat  and  oats  generally 
by  the  stone  ; barley  we  generally  sell  by  the  barrel,  which  consists  of  sixteen  stone. 

1599.  Are  potatoes  generally  sold  by  the  hundred-weight  and  stone,  or  by  the  barrel? — 
Generally  by  the  stone  and  hundred  weight,  but  sometimes  by  the  barrel,  which  consists  of 
eight  hundred-weight. 

1600.  Is  a stone  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdupois? — It  is,  except  in  the 
case  of  potatoes,  which  are  calculated  at  fifteen  pounds,  and  wool,  which  is  calculated  at 
sixteen  pounds. 

1601.  Does  a hundred-weight  always  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdu- 
pois ? — It  does. 

1602.  What  are  the  deductions  made  in  your  scales  in  weighing  wool? — Four  pounds 
for  beamage  on  every  pack,  and  eight  pounds  for  tret  on  every  pack  of  twenty  stone. 

1603.  Are  there  any  deductions  made  in  weighing  butter  ? — There  are  not. 

1604.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter? — There  is  not. 

1605.  Is  butter  sold  by  weight  or  lump  ? — By  weight. 

1606.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures? — Yes ; an  inspector  of  weights 
and  measures  has  been  appointed  by  the  Corporation  ; a dispute  has  taken  place  as  to  the 
payment  of  his  fees,  but  nothing  has  been  done,  and  the  late  inspector  is  still  discharging 
the  duties  of  the  office. 

1607.  What  rent  do  you  pay  to  the  Town  Commissioners  for  the  toll? — £330  per 


annum. 

1608-  Do  you  pay  the  weighmaster  of  the  market  ? — I do  not ; he  is  paid  by  the  Town 
Commissioners,  and  is  their  officer. 

1609-  Is  any  of  the  corn  brought  direct  to  the  merchants’  stores  and  sold  there  ? — It  is, 
but  I get  a toll  upon  that  corn. 

1610.  Are  the  farmers  satisfied  at  the  way  in  which  they  are  treated  in  the  market  ? — • 
I think  they  are. 

1611.  Is  the  payment  of  the  toll  contended  ? — I do  not  think  it  is. 

1612.  Do  you  think  they  are  as  well  treated  at  the  merchants’  stores  as  in  the  market?— 
I think  they  are  as  well  if  not  better  treated. 

1613.  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  practice  adopted  in  the  fairs? — I am;  I rent 
the  fairs. 

1614.  Is  the  fair-green  enclosed  ? — It  is. 

1615.  Do  you  levy  toll  upon  all  cattle  coming  into  the  fair-green  on  fair  days'? — No,  I 
only  levy  toll  upon  them  going  out,  if  they  are  sold. 

1616.  How  do  you  discover  whether  they  are  sold  or  not?— I ask  the  person  in  charge 
of  the  cattle  whether  they  are  sold  or  not,  and  if  he  says  they  are  not,  I take  his  word 

16 17.  If  you  have  reason  to  suspect  that  they  are  stating  what  is  not  true,  do  you  oblige 
them  to  go  through  any  form  representing  an  oath?— I do  not,  and  I would  discharge  from 
my  employment  any  man  attempting  to  administer  an  oath. 

1618-  What  is  the  proportion  of  cattle  usually  sold  at  a fair  in  this  town,  to  the  entire 

number  brought  into  it  ? I should  say,  about  from  half  to  two-thirds ; I think  more  than 

half  the  cattle  entering  the  fair  are  generally  sold. 

1619-  Have  you  ever  known  instances  of  persons  evading  the  payment  of  the  tolls,  by 
saying  the  cattle  were  not  sold,  when  they  were?— I have. 


Mr.  Patrick  Tulley  examined. 


1620.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a merchant  residing  near-  this  town. 

1621.  Do  you  buy  in  this  market  ? — I buy  corn  in  it. 

1622  You  have  heard  the  answers  which  have  been  made,  do  you  concur  in  them  ? — I 
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uiT 

Mr.  Patrick  Bird. 
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Mr.  Patrick  Tulley. 
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J.  F.  Browne,  esq. 


63'  FAIRS  AND  MARKETS'  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 

do  • I think  the  market  would  be  much  improved  by  having  it  administered  by  a Corporation, 
instead  of  by  the  Town  Commissioners,  who  have  no  power  to  improve  the  town. 

1623.  Have  you  ever  known  of  any  frauds  having  been  practised  by  the  sellers  in  the 
market?— Yes,  I have  frequently  known  of  corn  being  sold  m the  market  which  did  not 

eW  of  any  cases  of  fraud  on  the 'part  of  the  b»yer?-I  never 

k"l625n  What'wonld be  your  opinion  of  a general  market  such  as  I have  described?— I 
think  it  would  be  a very  great  improvement  upon  the  present  system,  as  it  would  place  all 

Pai6l6USa”he'1deductious  for  beamage,  &o„  made  in  the  market,  the  same  as  those 

ad°627d  wLurt£\maUest  weigh/ you  use  in  your  store  ?— Seven  pounds  in  com, 

but  one  pound  in  meal  and  small  draughts.  . , , 9 T. 

1628  Your  system  corresponds  with  that  adopted  in  the  market  scales . It  does. 

1629.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  all  corn  to  a pound,  like  any  other  connnotoy 
abolishing  all  deductions,  except  the  tare  of  the  empty  sack,  and  rcgulatm  the  puce  to 
be  paid  accordingly?— I would  have  no  objection  to  such  a system.  1 think  it  would  be 

“ffwtyou  be  in  favour  of  the  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  through 
the  country?— I would,  as  I think  the  present  system  occasions  very  great  confusion. 

1631  Do  von  think  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  define,  by  legal  enactment  what  should 
be  considered  reasonable  and  proper  tolls?— I would ; wherever  excessive  tolls  are  exacted 

tt8l  63™ Wlmt  would  be  your  opinion  of  making  a person,  bringing  his  cattle  into  a fair, 
pay  a small  toll  on  their  entrance,  instead  of  paying  on  tlieir  going  out  rf  they  were  sold, 
and  oblivion  all  proprietors  to  provide  sufficient  accommodation  ?— 1 think  that  it  would 
be  a very  great  improvement,  as  it  would  do  away  with  the  practice  of  administering  illegal 

°°Hi33  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  an  inconvenience  on  the  poor  farmer  to  compel  him 
to  pay  upon  Waging  his  cattle  into  the  fair  ?-I  think  it  might,  if  they  were  very  poor,  and 

d’d  634. SDo 'the^potato  and  com  markets  afford  sufficient  accommodation  for  market  pur- 

P°f635_ DoThe^ Town  Commissioners  afford  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  tolls  they 

'^Htl^S^ommissioners  apply  the  t„Ds  they  receive  ?-Thcy  have 

“TSdo  you  fonXmtha^aftakpplyi>>g  the  tolls  for  the  ac^odation  of  tho 

from  t”e  farmer  ^should  be  appM  for  the 
beneSt  of  thekownspeople?-!  do  not;  but  the  improvement  of  a town  must  be  a benefit 
•fin  farmer  selling  bis  corn  in  tbe  market.  _ . , , 

1639.  Do  the  Town  Commissioners  levy  a town  tax?— ISo ; they  have  no  power  to  levy 

a W4of  ThS?' the  Town  Commissioners  have  no  other  source  of  revenue  than  the  collection 
of  these  tolls  ?— They  have  not. 

J.  F.  Browne,  esq.,  j.p.,  examined. 

1641.  Where  do  you  reside?— Near  this  town.  , „ , 

1642  Do  you  concur  in  the  observations  and  statements  which  have  been  made.  I 

think  that  there  ought  to  be  uniformity  of  weights  and  measures.  I also  think  that  no 
■weight  should  represent  the  fractional  portion  ot  a pound,  as  cases  have  come  befoie  me 
at  -petty  sessions  in  which  a person  used  a weight  of  three  and  a half  pounds  and  iepre- 
sentedh  to  be  four  pounds  weight.  I would  also  consolidate  tolls,  and  regulate  the  amount 
to  be  exacted  by  Act  of  Parliament.  I have  been  at  several  fairs  in  which  frauds  were  prac- 
tised by  exacting  a larger  toll  than  the  collector  was  entitled  to  demand  I would  also  be 
in  favour  of  a general  market,  such  as  has  been  described ; and  I think  tbe  deduction  for 
beamage  in  this  market  is  an  extortion.  , . 

1643  Would  you  abolish  all  deductions  at  present  made  in  weighing ; weigh  to  a pound, 
and  afterwards  tare  the  sack,  and  deduct  its  exact  weight  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn? 

I would ; those  deductions  were  originally  introduced  in  consequence  of  the  fiaudulent 

state  in  which  farmers  brought  their  corn  to  the  market.  , . , 

1644  Is  it  not  the  practice  of  the  merchants,  if  the  corn  is  found  not  to  correspond  with 

sample  to  cut  back  the  farmer  afterwards,  in  addition  to  those  deductions ?--It  is;  farmers 
very1  often  put  an  inferior  quality  of  corn  at  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  sack,  and  the  mei- 
chant  reduces  the  price  when  he  finds  this  to  he  the  case.  I would  also  have  a sworn 
weighmaster,  to  regulate  all  disputes  between  the  buyer  and  seller : this  is  very  much 
required,  particularly  in  fairs,  as  where  the  cause  of  action  exceeds  £5,  the  magistrates  at 
petty  sessions  have  no  jurisdiction.  . f . • . A * 

1 1645  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  exacting  a small  toll  upon  entering  the  fan,  instead  of 
continuing  the  present  system  ? — I would.  Oaths  are  at  present  frequently  administered, 
and  such  leads  to  much  perjury.  Such  a system  should  be  abolished. 
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are'  lit  ^ ™ tWs  “ei«1>b<>“‘-ll<>ol  generally  held  on  enclosed  fair-. 


■greens  ? — They 


,1647-  .y°uld  y°u  prevent  the  proprietor  of  any  fair  or  market  levying  toll  where  he  did 
suffiC'ent  accommodation ? — I would;  the  schedule  at  prefent  posted  in  the 
maiket-place  is  the  same  as  that  adopted  by  the  old  Corporation  of  this  town. 

T.  p oW  C;01T01'ation  afford  more  accommodation  for  market  purposes  than  the 

Town  Commissioners  do  at  present ?-I  do  not  think  they  did;  I believe  the  Town  Com- 
rmssjoners  afford  more ; but,  still,  it  is  too  little  accommodation. 

+1  p y°U  suggcst  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  you  have  already  stated?— I think 

the  lown  Commissioners  ought  to  collect  the  tolls  themselves,  instead  of  leaving  them  to 
peisons  for  that  purpose  and  that  accounts  should  be  kept  of  all  the  sales  which  take  place 
m the  market,  and  a docket  given  to  the  buyer  or  seller.  1 

1650.  What  is  the  largest  amount  for  which  you  ever  knew  the  tolls  to  be  leased?— 
Per  ammm-  The  system  of  marking  the  weight  of  the  corn  upon  a man's  hat,  instead 

mf ' 3,817  bad  °°e-  a”d  “ haS  ^ ri5e  ‘°  ma”^  diaP“te* 

Mr.  Kelly  examined. 

1651.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  stated?— The 
system  of  marking  the  weight  of  the  corn  weighed  upon  the  hat  of  the  seller,  instead  of 
giving  a proper  docket,  is  very  much  calculated  to  promote  fraud,  as  the  owner  of  the  hat 
might  erase  the  quantity  marked  upon  it.  It  gives  rise,  likewise,  to  a great  deal  of  confusion, 
as  the  hat,  when  marked,  is  thrown  into  a room,  through  a window,  and  retained  until  the 
owner  pays  the  custom. 

1652.  What  quantity  of  corn  is  usually  sold  in  your  market?— Upon  last  Saturday  there 
could  not  be  less  than  forty  ton  of  corn  sold.  The  mode  in  which  bread  is  sold  is  very 
objectionable;  it  is  sold  by  bulk,  and  not  by  weight. 

Mr.  John  Hopkins  examined. 

. 11653-  Can,  J°u  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  stated  ?— Bread 
is  always  sold  by  the  lump  instead  of  by  weight.  I think  it  ought  always  to  be  sold  by  the 
weight ; and  that  the  loaf  should  never  vaiy  in  weight,  although  it  might  in  price.  One  of 
the  greatest  obstacles  to  the  improvement  of  this  town,  is  its  being  built  upon  land  which 
is  held  under  a bishop’s  lease ; as  no  person  would  be  imprudent  enough  to  build  upon  land 
of  which  he  might  be  deprived  at  the  end  of  twenty-one  years. 


Patrick  Burke,  esq.  examined. 

1654.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  this  town. 

1655.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated?— The 
system  adopted  in  the  market  in  this  town  is  dreadful.  There  is  no  meat-market  or  shambles ; 
no  law  to  regulate  the  dealings  between  buyer  and  seller;  and  no  proper  supervision! 
Numerous  complaints  are  made  of  frauds  and  other  malpractices.  I think  the  adoption  of 
a market  jury  would  be  a very  great  benefit. 

1656.  Do  you  think  the  Town  Commissioners  afford  sufficient  accommodation  in  return 
for  the  tolls  they  receive  ? — The  Town  Commissioners  are  most  anxious  to  afford  further 
accommodation  if  they  had  funds  to  do  so,  which  they  have  not ; as  the  tolls  are  let  at  £330; 
and  every  shilling  of  that  sum  is  expended  in  the  improvement  of  the  town.  The  following 
list  will  show  the  application  of  the  tolls  received  in  this  town : — 


Average  Annual  Expenditure  of  the  Town  Commissioners. 


Salaries  : — Secretary,  25  0 0 
Inspector  of  weights,  &c.,  10  0 0 
20  0 0 

Bailiffs;  . . 17  10  0 


Bents  : — Quit-rent, 
Meat-market,  . 
Fish-market,  . 
Fair-green, 

Tuara,  October  8,  1851. 


0 12  6 
12  12  0 


„ . . £ s.  d. 

Printing,  advertising,  &c.,  .10  0 0 

Law  costs,  . . .10  0 0 

Cleansing,  . . . 10  0 0 

Town  clock,  . . .5  0 0 

Stationery,  postages,  and  books,  . 3 10  0 

Clothing,  . . . 10  0 0 

Bepairing  town-weights,  scales,  &c.,  2 10  0 

£170  IS  6 


W.  Savage,  esq.,  examined. 


1657.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  this  town. 

1658.  Do  you  wish  to  make  any  observations? — I wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  dis- 
graceful state  of  the  meat-market  at  present.  The  carcases  of  diseased  cattle,  and  meat 
which  is  tainted,  is  constantly  exposed  for  sale  in  it ; and  I lately  heard  of  a case  in  which 
a mad  dog  in  this  town  bit  a cow,  and  the  cow  was  sold  to  a butcher,  and  disposed  of  in 
the  market.  We  experience  a great  want  of  supervision  of  the  weights  and  measures. 

Charles  Blake,  esq.,  examined. 

1659.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  this  town. 

1660.  Do  you  wish  to  make  any  observations? — I do.  The  charges  for  toll  in  this 
market  are  excessive.  A short  time  ago  I bought  three  or  four  hundred-weight  of  straw, 
and  the  market  charges  amounted  to  3d.;  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  entire  produce  of  the 
load.  There  is  a market  five  miles  from  this,  which  is  doing  a great  deal  of  business. 
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FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


Galway,  October  20,  1852. 

The  Rev.  Peter  Daly,  v.v.,  examined. 

1061  Where  do  you  reside  ?-In  this  town.  I am  chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners. 
1662  Under  what  patent  is  the  market  in  this  town  held?— There  is  a pnvate  Act  of 
Parliament  of  6 & 7 Wm.  IV.,  for  regulating  and  improving  the  town  of  Galway,  which 
confers  upon  the  Town  Commissioners  certain  powers  under  which  they  act.  Ihere  weie 

“in  the  Act?  No  ; there  are  no  ^ecffled  in  the 

AlKo18lfo«^^ 

‘•A'ESTpi.  in  the  market  ? Tolls  are  divided 

Schedule  of  In-Gate  Tolls. 


(Being  Schedule  A,  in  the  Act  mentioned.) 


Plaster  of  Paris,  per  barrel,  . 
llaisins,  figs,  and  currants,  per  cwt. 
Rice,  per  cwt., 

Quills  and  feathers,  per  stone, 

Rags,  per  ton, 

Rape  and  linseed  oil,  per 
Spirits,  per  puncheon,  . 

Sacks,  per  120,  . 

Saltpetre,  per  cwt., 

Salt,  per  ton, 

Sugar,  per  cask,  . 

Scythes,  per  gross, 

Sickles,  „ 

Staves,  pipe,  per  1,200, 

„ hogshead,  ,, 

„ barrel,  „ 

Tallow,  per  cwt., 


Tea,  per  chest, 

Tin  per  box, 

Tobacco,  per  hogshead. 


„ per  roll, 

Vinegar,  per  tierce, 

Wine,  per  pipe,  . 

„ per  hogshead, 

„ per  quarter  cask, 

„ in  bottle,  per  dozen, 
Wood,  per  car-load, 

Woollen  goods,  per  bale, 
Cotton,  ,, 

Wood  hoops,  per  thousand, 
Wool,  per  cwt.,  . 

Barm,  per  120  gallons, 

„ per  60  „ 

Lime,  per  car-load, 

Hay,  per  load, 

Straw,  „ 

Oats,  per  barrel  of  14  stone, 
Barley,  ,,  16  ,, 

Wheat,  per  cwt.,  . 

Malt,  per  barrel  of  12  stone, 
Oatmeal,  per  cwt., 

Horses,  each, 

Cows  and  oxen,  ,, 

Calves,  », 

Sheep,  n 

Lambs,  ,, 

Pigs,  „ 

Small  pigs,  „ 

I Mules  and  asses,  „ 


. 0 1 

. 0 2 

. 0 2 


0£ 


0 

. 0 

. 0 6 

. 1 0 

. 0 3 

. 0 1 

. 0 1 

. 0 6 

. 0 2 

. 0 1 

. 0 6 

. 0 3 

. 0 1 


Agriculture  and  garden  seeds,  per  cwt., 

Ashes,  pot  and  pearl,  per  barrel, 

Alum  and  copperas,  per  cask, 

Barilla,  per  ton,  . 

Beer,  porter,  and  ale,  per  hogshead, 

■ti  per  barrel,  . 

Books  and  paper,  per  bale  or  box, 

Brimstone,  per  cwt., 

Butter,  ' „ 

Cheese,  „ 

Coals,  per  ton, 

Copper,  per  cwt., 

Cotton,  per  hale  or  bag, 

Cordage,  per  ton, 

Cider,  per  pipe,  . 

„ per  hogshead, 

Coffee,  per  cwt.,  . 

Corkwood,  per  ton, 

Candles  and  soap,  per  cwt., 

Dye-wood,  per  cask, 

Earthenware,  per  hogshead  or  crate, 

Cured  fish,  per  barrel, 

Cod  or  ling,  per  ton, 

Fresh  lemons  or  oranges,  per  box, 

Gunpowder,  per  cwt.,  . 

Hats,  each,  . 

Hardware,  per  package, 

„ per  hogshead, 

Hides  and  skins,  raw,  per  cwt., 

Sheep  skins,  raw,  per  gross, 

Hops,  per  bag  or  pocket, 

Ham,  per  ton, 

Glue,  per  cwt., 

Leather,  „ 

Iron,  „ 

Steel,  „ 

Lead,  „ 

Indigo,  „ 

Mahogany,  per  ton, 

Metal-ware,  „ 

Mats,  not  Irish,  per  120, 

Molasses,  per  cask, 

Musical  instruments,  per  oa 
Fork,  per  ton, 

Oil  per  cask, 

Oil  of  vitriol,  per  carboy, 

Paints  and  colours,  per  cask, 

Pitch,  tar,  resin,  and  turpentine,  per  b 
Portland  stone,  per  ton, 

which  will  not  yield  one  farthing  toll,  according  to  the  proportion  of  the  tolls  above  mentioned. 


. 0 

. 0 4 

. 0 1 

. 1 0 

. 0 1 

. 0 1 

. 1 0 

.06 
. 0 3 

. 0 1 

. 0 2 

. 1 0 

. 0 4 

. 0 2 

. 0 1 

. 0 4 

. 0 2 

. 0 0 

. 0 U 

. 0 1 

. 0 1 

. 0 1 

. 0 1 

. 0 1 

. 0 1 

. 0 2 

. 0 2 

. 0 1 

. 0 1 

. 0 0£ 

. 0 1 
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Schedule  of  Out-Gate  Tolls. 


Bacon  anil  hams,  per  ton,  . . .06 

Candles  and  soap,  per  cwt.,  . . .0  1 

Earthenware,  per  hogshead  or  crate,  . 0 1 
Herrings,  per  barrel,  . . . .01 

„ in  bulk,  per  1,200,  . .0  1 

Glass,  window,  per  crate,  . . . 0 2 

„ bottles,  per  gross  or  12  dozen,  . 0 1 
!Iidesandskinsnotmanufaetured,percwt.,  0 0£ 
Leather,  per  cwt.,  . . . .01 

Provision,  salted,  per  tierce,  . .01 

„ per  barrel,  . . 0 01 

Iron,  per  cwt., 0 Of 

Steel,  „ 0 1 

Coals,  per  ton, 0 1 

Lead,  per  cwt., 0 2 

Bark,  per  cart  load,  . . . .01 

Pitch,  tar,  resin,  and  turpentine,  per  bar.,  0 1 
Plaster  of  Paris  and  cement,  „ . 0 1 

Slates,  per  ton, 0 2 

Staves  (pipe),  per  1,200,  . .0  4 

„ (hogshead),  „ . . .02 

„ (barrel),  „ . . .01 


s.  d. 

Tallow,  per  cwt.,  . . . .01 

Salt,  per  ton, 0 2 

Timber  (foreign),  per  ton,  . . .02 

Deals,  per  dozen,  . . . .01 

Hoops,  per  1,200,  . . . .0  1 

Wine,  per  pipe, 0 8 

,,  per  hogshead,  . . . .04 

Sugar,  per  hogshead,  . . . .06 

„ per  tierce,  . . . .03 

„ per  barrel  or  bag,  . . .01 

Flour,  per  ton, 0 2 

Spirits,  per  puncheon,  . . . .06 

Beer,  ale,  and  porter,  per  hogshead,  . 0 1 

„ per  tierce  or  barrel,  0 

Tobacco,  .per  hogshead,  . . .06 

„ per  roll,  . . . . 0 .1 

Malt,  per  barrel  of  12  stone,  . .01 

Books  and  paper,  per  car-load,  . .06 

Brimstone,  per  cwt.,  . . . . 0 0£ 

Furniture,  per  car-load,  . . .06 

Cheese,  per  cwt.,  . . . . 0 


GALWAY, 

20 th  October,  1852. 

12L 

Bev.  Peter  Daly. 


And  so  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lesser  quantity,  number,  or  weight,  of  the  articles,  matters, 
or  things  before-mentioned  ; but  not  so  as  to  charge  for  any  quantity,  number,  or  weight,  which  will 
not  yield  one  farthing  toll,  according,  and  in  proportion  to  the  tolls  above-mentioned  respectively. 


1667.  Are  tolls  generally  paid  by  the  buyer  or  seller  ? — By  the  seller,  in  every  instance. 

1 668.  Are  the  market-places  enclosed  ? — No ; there  is  a market-place  for  potatoes  and 
fish,  which  is  temporarily  enclosed ; the  other  markets  are  not,  but  are  held  about  the 
streets  of  the  town. 

1669.  Is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  confined  to  those  market-places  ? — It  is  not, 
although  the  intention  was  that  it  should  be ; but,  agricultural  produce  frequently  goes 
direct  to  the  merchants’  stores  for  sale.  It  niust  previously  pay  the  tolls  whether  it  goes 
to  the  market  or  not. 

1670.  How  many  weighmasters  are  employed  in  the  markets  ?— Three. 

1671.  Are  the  weighmasters  sworn  under  4 Anne,  c.  14  ? — They  are  not. 

1672.  Have  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  weights,  and  scales  been  provided  in  the 
markets? — For  the  present  sales  they  are  sufficient,  but  they  would  not  be  so  if  all  the 
agricultural  produce  brought  into  the  town  was  sold  and  weighed  in  the  public  scales. 

1673.  What  are  the  charges  for  weighing,  independently  of  the  tolls? — You  will  find 
them  in  the  schedule  annexed  to  the  Act. 

1674.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter  in  Galway? — No. 

1675.  Ib  butter  usually  sold  by  weight  or  by  lump? — By  weight.  In  the  sale  of  fresh 
butter,  the  pound  is  calculated  at  twenty-four  ounces ; if  salt  butter,  at  sixteen  ounces. 

1676.  Is  the  sale  of  butter  confined  to  the  market-places? — No,  it  is  generally  sold  in 
the  streets  of  the  town.  There  are  places  in  the  market  appropriated  to  the  sale  of  butter, 
but  the  sale  of  it  is  not  confined  to  those  places. 

1677.  How  is  bread  sold  in  this  town  ? — Generally  by  the  loaf,  and  not  by  weight,  as  it 
ought  to  be. 

1678.  What  is  the  gross  annual  amount  received  by  the  Town  Commissioners  for  tolls? 

— It  used  to  amount  to  £2,000  per  annum,  but  it  has  latterly  been  reduced  to  about  £900  or 
£1,000  per  annum. 

1679-  Do  you  attribute  that  falling  off  to  the  change  of  times  and  diminution  of  agricul- 
tural produce  ? — I do. 

1680.  How  are  the  tolls  applied  ? — In  the  improvement  of  the  town:  in  procuring  gas 
lights,  for  which  we  have  contracted  to  pay  a Gas  Company  £500  per  annum,  and  in  paying 
watchmen. 

1681.  Who  is  it  pays  for  the  cleaning  the  streets  and  keeping  them  in  order  ? — The  Town 
Commissioners,  out  of  the  revenue  they  x-eceive  for  tolls.  The  application  of  the  tolls  is 
regulated  by  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

1682.  What  accommodation  do  the  Town  Commissionei-s  afford  the  farmer  in  return  for 
the  toll  he  pays  ? — He  gets  permission  to  bring  his  carts  into  the  market-square,  and  sell 
his  produce  there  ; but  if  the  Town  Commissioners  had  the  means,  they  would  afford  him 
more  accommodation  than  he  receives  at  present. 

1683.  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  Referred  to  in  the 
an  efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  the  agricultural  produce  brought  Report,  p.  23,  as 
into  the  town  should  be  weighed  and  sold  ? — I would  be  decidedly  in  favour  of  such  a market,  Q-  1643- 
whatever  it  might  cost,  as  I think  it  would  be  much  more  satisfactory  to  the.  farmers  than 

the  present  system. 

1684.  Would  the  merchants  object  to  such  an  arrangement  ? — Some  of  them  might,  but 
they  could  have  no  reasonable  objection  to  it.  This  is,  I think,  the  general  impression  of 
the  Town  Commissioners,  as  we  have  frequently  discussed  the  question. 
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1685.  Do  you  think  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  should  be  concentrated  in  one 
place,  or  distributed  among  distinct  markets,  provided  for  the  sale  of  the  several  different 
kinds  of  agricultural  produce  ? — I think  it  would  he  very  difficult  to  find,  in  this  town,  any 
one  place  large  enough  to  afford  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  sale  of  all  the  agricul- 
tural produce  brought  into  the  town,  and  several  markets  might  be  more  convenient  for  the 
persons  in  the  town. 

1686.  Would  you  have  a responsible  person,  for  instance,  a sworn  weighmaster,  in  such 
market,  to  settle  all  disputes  between  the  buyers  and  sellers  ? — I would. 

1687.  Could  this  be  effected  if  there  were  several  distinct  markets? — I do  not  think  it 
could. 

1688.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  through  the 
country  ? — I would,  if  it  could  be  effected  without  public  inconvenience;  it  would  be  advan- 
tageous, but  I saw  so  much  injury  done  by  the  change  of  the  currency,  that  I should  have 
some  hesitation  in  recommending  such  a measure. 

1689.  Would  it  not  be  more  convenient  to  sell  all  agricultural  produce  by  the  hundred- 
weight and  stone,  instead  of  by  the  barrel  ? — I think  it  would.  The  merchants  here 
always  buy  by  weight,  and  when  they  transmit  their  corn  to  England  for  sale,  they  ex- 
perience some  inconvenience  in  consequence  of  corn  being  purchased  in  England  by  the 
measure  or  bushel. 

1690.  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  this  town  in  a year  ?— Four  ; two  are  of  importance, 
the  others  are  not. 

1691.  Is  there  an  enclosed  fair-green  in  this  town? — No,  the  fair  is  held  in  the  street 
surrounding  the  square.  This  is  very  inconvenient,  and  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  have 
an  enclosed  fair-green. 

1692.  Are  the  tolls  payable  at  the  fair  levied  upon  the  cattle  going  into  or  coming  out 
of  the  fair  ? — Toll  is  levied  upon  the  cattle  sold,  when  they  are  coming  out  of  the  fair,  but 
on  market-days,  toll  is  levied  upon  the  cattle  going  into  it. 

1693.  How  does  the  man  at  the  gate  ascertain  whether  the  cattle  going  out  of  a fair  are 
sold  or  not,  and  therefore,  liable  to  toll  ? — He  makes  the  person  in  charge  of  the  cattle  go 
through  some  form  which  represents  an  oath.  This  is  the  most  infernal  practice  any  person 
could  invent,  and  should  be  immediately  put  a stop  to. 

1694.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  better  to  do  away  with  all  swearing,  to  afford  ample 
accommodation  in  an  enclosed  fair-green,  and  to  levy  a small  toll  upon  all  cattle  when  they 
were  going  into  the  fair,  instead  of  continuing  the  present  system? — I do,  decidedly. 

1695.  What  is  the  proportion  of  the  cattle  paying  tolls  to  the  entire  number  going  in? — 

I think  the  greater  portion  of  the  cattle  going  into  a fair  are  sold.  The  course  1 would 
adopt  would  be,  to  deprive  every  person  selling  or  buying  cattle,  outside  the  fair-green,  of 
the  protection  of  the  law ; this,  I think  would  induce  all  persons  to  bring  their  cattle  into 
the  fair-green,  or  market,  and  it  would  protect  the  poor  man  from  fraud,  and  the  injury 
frequently  occasioned  to  his  cattle  in  consequence  of  the  present  system. 

1696.  If  such  a system  were  adopted  as  you  suggest,  do  you  think  that  a poor  man  would 
be  inconvenienced,  by  having  to  pay  in  the  first  instance,  on  his  cattle  entering  the  fair- 
green,  by  reason  of  his  not  having  sufficient  money  to  pay  the  toll  ? — 1 do  not ; lie  could 
easily  procure  the  toll  from  his  friends  or  neighbours,  and  no  inconvenience  is  felt  by  the 
present  regulation  in  the  market,  which  compels  all  persons  entering  the  market  to  pay  the 
toll.  If  they  can  do  it  entering  the  market,  why  should  they  not  be  able  to  do  so,  when 
they  are  entering  the  fair-green ; besides,  by  such  an  arrangement,  a smaller  toll  might  be 
levied  than  that  which  is  now  exacted,  and  cattle  w'oukl  be  in  a better  condition  for  sale. 

1697.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  advantageous  to  have  monthly  fairs  in  the  town? — I do; 
the  markets  held  upon  Saturdays  are  sometimes  larger  than  some  of  the  fairs  held  in  other 
parts  of  this  county.  I think  a monthly  fair  is  required. 

1698.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  advisable  in  weighing,  to  abolish  all  deductions,  whatever 
in  the  nature  of  beamage  or  allowance,  weigh  the  corn  to  the  pound,  like  any  other  com- 
modity, and  afterwards  tare  the  sack  and  deduct  its  exact  weight  from  the  gross  weight  ol 
the  corn,  the  merchant  regulating  his  price  accordingly  ? — I do  ; the  present  system  is  very 
confused ; but  I must  say,  there  is  a disposition  in  this  county  to  jumble  every  thing 
together;  such  a system  would  benefit  the  farmer,  and  could  not  be  injurious  to  the  merchant, 
because  he  would  regulate  his  price  accordingly.  It  would  also  induce  the  sellers  to  bring 
in  their  produce  in  a proper  state  for  sale.  The  sellers  at  present  make  up  their  bags  in  a 
very  slovenly  way;  indeed  I might  call  their  conduct  immorality. 

1699.  Would  you  have  heavy  penalties  imposed  for  the  commission  of  any  fraud  by  the 
buyer  or  seller  ? — I would  ; but  above  all,  I would  provide  for  the  immediate  attainment  of 
justice  in  such  cases.  I would  confer  upon  the  Sub-Inspector  of  police  power  to  adjudicate 
immediately  upon  such  cases,  for  the  countryman  frequently  submits  to  imposition  and 
fraud,  rather  than  bring  his  corn  home  with  him,  perhaps  a distance  of  twenty  miles.  The 
system  adopted  in  France  might  perhaps  be  introduced  with  benefit.  Upon  one  occasion, 
whilst  travelling  through  that  country,  an  imposition  was  attempted  to  be  practised  upon 
me  by  a hotel-keeper ; \ went  to  the  Commissary  of  police,  who  is  always  at  hand,  and 
obtained  immediate  justice. 

1700.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  more  advisable  to  confer  such  power  upon  the 
Mayor  of  the  town,  where  there  is  one,  or  upon  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners, 
where  there  is  no  Mayor  ? — No  ; I think  the  chief  officer  of  the  constabulary  would  be  the 
proper  person  to  refer  to  in  such  cases. 

1701.  Would  you  allow  the  proprietor  of  tolls  of  a fail’,  to  collect  tolls  where  he  afforded 
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no  accommodation  whatever  to  the  public,  as  for  example,  where  the  fair  was  held  upon  the 
public  roads? — I would  not. 

1702.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  you  have  already  stated? — I may 
mention  that  the  6 & 7 ffm.  IV.,  the  private  Act  for  the  management  of  this  town,  is 
extremely  defective,  as  it  does  not  give  the  Town  Commissioners  any  power  to  levy  a rate 
for  the  improvement  of  the  town.  We  were  about  to  take  proceedings  to  obtain  powers 
to  do  so,  but  abstained  until  we  had  ascertained  the  result  of  this  Commission. 

1703.  Suppose  corn  was  brought  into  the  town  by  the  canal,  would  toll  be  exacted  for 
i*  ? — It  would ; we  are  entitled  to  levy  tolls  over  the  entire  of  the  town.  I believe  that 
there  are  toll-gates  upon  the  canal.  Foreign  corn  coming  into  the  harbour,  pays  certain 
rates  to  the  Harbour  Commissioners,  but  the  Town  Commissioners  do  not  receive  any  thing 
for  it,  unless  it  goes  into  the  new  docks.  If,  however,  the  com  be  Irish  produce,  it  must 
pay  toll  to  the  Town  Commissioners.  Any  thing  paying  harbour  toll  is  exempt  from  paying 
toll  to  the  Town  Commissioners. 

1704.  Is  the  toll  levied  for  harbour  dues  equal  to  the  tolls  levied  by  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners?— It  is  not;  the  harbour  dues  are  considerably  less  than  that  exacted  upon  native 
produce. 

1 7 05.  Then  foreign  corn  brought  into  the  harbour  has  an  advantage  over  the  corn  brought 
from  another  Irish  port  ? — It  has ; the  tolls  levied  upon  native  grown  corn  exceed  those 
levied  upon  corn  of  foreign  growth  by  about  Is.  per  ton.  I have  heard  that  the  latter  pays 
some  ad  valorem  duty,  but  I do  not  know  how  this  is.  [ The  witness  handed  in  the 
following ] : — 


The  Galway  Town  Commissioners  in  Account  with  their  Treasurer, 
For  the  year  ending  7th  October,  1852. 

(Published  in  conformity  with  the  Act 


Dr.  Disbursements. 

To  balance  due  at  foot  of  last  account  77  -2  10 
Amount  paid  watchmen,  £425  13  7 
Clothing  for  do.,  71  18  0 
One  year’s  rent  of  watch- 
house  to  1st  June  last, 


house, 

Poor  rates, 

Grand  J ury  cess, 

Cleansing  streets, 


yard,  . 


Repairs  of  streets,  roads, 
&c.,  . 


Gas  Company, 
Do.  for  gas  dur 
show, 


, 19 

1 

6 

. 7 

10 

0 

. 2 

7 

9 

. 0 

15 

4 

. 157 

5 

3 

. 10 

0 

0 

’.  7 10 

0 

j, 

. 296 

14 

0 

. 5 

0 

0 

. 263 
!e 

8 

4 

. 10 

0 

0 

273  8 4 


Secretary’s  salary  to  3 1st  March,  1 852,  75  0 0 
Repairs  of  lamps,  service-pipes,  &c.,  30  0 0 

J ulia  M'Auley  (gratuity)  to  26th  June 

last,  . . . . 20  0 0 

Thomas  J.  Reed  (fees  on  convictions),  15  0 0 
Rent  of  toll  offices,  . . .600 

Cost  of  election,  . . . 3 12  9 

Printing,  . . . .550 

Shrubs  and  keys  for  square,  . 2 10  5 

Toll  boxes,  . . . .266 

Building  walls,  &c.,  at  vegetable  market,  2 10  2 
Stationery,  . . . 

Cleansing  office,  . . ■ . 

Lithographing  address  for  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, .... 
Contingencies, 

Interest  charged  by  bank  on  sums 

advanced,  . . 


10  0 
1 0 0 


1 0 0 
4 10  0 


of  Parliament,  6th  and  7th  Wm.  IV.) 
Or.  Receipts. 

By  amount  received  for 
tolls,  . £967  16  10 

Fruit  and  vegetable  mar- 
ket, . . . 44  15  9 

Potato  crane,  . . 70  0 0 

Corn  crane,  . . 20  16  6 

West  crane,  . .10  0 


Presentments, 

For  watchmen’s  clothing, 
For  manure, 

Keys  for  square, 
Standings  at  Shop-street, 


-1,104  9 1 

179  9 10 
40  14  7 
48  0 3 
16  0 6 
15  0 0 


By  balance  due  Trea- 
surer, . . 52  0 8 


OUTSTANDING  CHECKS. 


Secretary, 

Gas  Company,  . 

Mr.  Maunsell,  rent  of 
watch-house, 


50  0 
13  0 


£1,525  7 5 


We  have  examined  the  above  account,  and  carefully  compared  the  vouchers,  which  we  find  correct; 
and  the  balance  due  of  the  Commissioners,  amounting  to  £121  13s.  2d.,  sterling. 


Galway,  October  28,  1852. 


(Signed,) 


James  J.  Fynn,  ) 

A.  R.  Mullins,  >•  Auditors . 
Joseph  Grealt,  ) 

L 


GALWAY, 

20 tli  October,  1852. 

12L 

Rev.  Peter  Daly. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


74 


FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


GALWAY. 
ZOth  October,  1852. 

121. 

Rev.  Peter  Daly. 


Schedule  of  In-Gate  Tolls  for  the  Town  of  Galway. 
(From  the  6th  and  7th  Wm.  IV. — 1836.) 


Agricultural  and  garden  seeds,  per  cwt.. 
Ashes,  pot  and  pearl,  per  barrel, 

Alum  and  copperas,  per  cask,  . 

Barilla,  per  ton,  • 

Beer,  porter,  and  ale,  per  hhd., 

Do,  do.  do.,  per  barrel, 

Books  or  paper,  per  bale  or  box, 
Brimstone,  per  cwt., 

Butter,  per  cwt., 


r bag, 


1 crate, 


0 6 
0 2 
0 2 


0 


0 6 
0 01 
0 1 

0 3 

1 0 


0 10 
0 3 
0 6 


Plaster  of  Paris,  per  barrel, 
Raisins,  figs,  and  currants, 
Rice,  per  cwt., 

Quills  and  feathers,  per  stone, 
Rags,  per  ton,  . 

Rape  and  linseed  oil,  per  ton, 
Spirits,  per  puncheon,  . 
Sacks,  per  120, 

Saltpetre,  per  cwt., 

Salt,  per  ton,  . 

Sugar,  per  cask, 

Scythes,  per  gross, 

Sickles,  per  ditto, 

Staves  (pipes),  per  1,200, 
Ditto  (lilids.),  do. 

Ditto  (barrels),  do. 

Tallow,  per  cwt., 

Tea,  per  chest, 

Tin,  per  box,  . 

Tobacco,  per  hhd., 

Ditto,  per  roll, 

Vinegar,  per  tierce, 

Wine,  per  pipe, 

Ditto,  per  hhd., 

Ditto,  per  quarter  cask, 
Ditto,  in  bottles,  per  dozen, 
Wood,  per  car-load, 

Woollen  goods,  per  bale, 
Cotton  do.,  . 

Wood  hoops,  per  thousand, 
Wool,  per  cwt., 

Barm,  per  120  gallons, 

Ditto,  per  60  gallons,  . 
Lime,  per  car-load, 

Hay,  per  ditto, 

Straw,  per  ditto, 

Oats,  per  barrel  of  14  stone, 
Barley,  ditto  of  16  stone, 
Wheat,  per  cwt., 

Malt,  per  barrel  of  12  stone, 
Oatmeal,  per  cwt., 

Horses,  each, 


Cows  and  oxen,  each, 
Calves,  each, 

Sheep,  each, 

Lambs,  each, 

Pigs,  each, 

Small  ditto,  each, 
Mules  and  asses,  each, 


0 3 
0 1 
0 2 
0 4 
0 1 
0 


0 


0 


1 


Cheese,  per  cwt., 

Coals,  per  ton, 

Copper,  per  cwt.,  ^ ■ • * if  ? | 9lS7™r  I'ftT  .'  '.  .01 

Cotton,  per  bale  o 
Cordage,  per  ton, 

Cider,  per  pipe, 

Do.  per  hhd., 

Coflee,  per  cwt., 

Corkwood,  per  ton, 

Candles  and  soap,  per  cwt., 

Dyewood,  per  cask, 

Earthenware,  per  hhd.  < 

Cured  fish,  per  barrel,  . 

Cod,  or  ling,  per  ton,  . 

•Fresh  lemons,  or  oranges,  per  box, 

Gunpowder,  per  cwt., 

Hats,  each, 

Hardware,  per  package, 

Do.  per  hhd., 

Hides  and  skins,  raw,  per  cwt.,  • « yF  I , 0 2 

Sheepskins,  raw,  per  gross.  . .01  Wood  hoops  per  thousand,  . • ° 

Hops,  per  bag  or  pocket,  n 3 Wool.  Tier  cwt.. 

Hams,  per  ton, 

Glue,  per  cwt., 

Leather,  per  cwt., 

Iron,  per  cwt., 

Steel,  per  cwt., 

Lead,  per  cwt., 

Indigo,  per  cwt., 

Mahogany,  per  ton, 

Metal  ware,  per  ton,  . 

Mats  (not  Irish),  per  120, 

Molasses,  per  cask, 

Musical  instruments,  per  case, 

Pork,  per  ton, ,. 

Oil,  per  cask,  . 

Oil  of  vitriol,  per  carboy, 

Paints  and  colours,  per  cask,  . .02 

Pitch,  tar,  resin,  and  turpentine,  per 
barrel, 

Portland  stone,  per  ton, 

And  so  on,  in  proportion,  for  every  greater  or  lesser  quantity,  number,  or  weight  of  the  articles, 
matters,  and  things  before  mentioned,  but  not  so  as  to  charge  for  any  quantity  number,  or  weigh  , 
which  will  not  yield  one  farthing  toll,  according,  and  in  proportion  to  the  tolls  above-mentioned, 
respectively. 

Schedule  of  Out-Gate  Tolls  for  the  Town  of  Galway. 

(From  the  6th  and  7th  Wm.  IV.  — 1836.) 
d. 


0 OJ 


0£ 


1 

1 

0* 


0i 


Bacon  and  hams,  per  ton,  . . 0 

Candles  and  soap,  per  cwt.,  . • 0 

Earthenware,  per  hogshead  or  crate,  . 0 
Herrings,  per  barrel,  . . .0 

Ditto  in  bulk,  per  120,  • .0 

Glass  (window),  per  crate,  . . 0 

Ditto  bottles,  per  gross  or  twelve  dozen,  0 
Hides  and  skins  (not  manufactured),  per 
cwt., 

Leather,  per  cwt., 

Provisions,  salted,  per  tierce, 

Ditto,  per  barrel, 

Iron,  per  cwt., 

Steel,  per  cwt.. 

Coals,  per  ton, 

Lead,  per  cwt.,  . . .0 

Bark,  per  car-load,  . . .0 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 0£ 
0 1 
0 1 
0 0£ 
o oi 
0 1 


Pitch,  tar,  resin,  turpentine,  per  barrel,  0 1 

Plaster  of  Paris  and  cement, 

Slates,  per  ton, 

Staves  (pipes),  per  120, 

Do.  ((hogsheads),  per  do., 

Do.  (barrel),  per  do., 

Tallow,  per  cwt., 

Salt,  per  ton, 

Timber  (foreign),  per  ton, 

Deals,  per  dozen,  . . .01 

Hoops,  per  120,  • • .01 

Wine,  per  pipe, 

Do.  per  hogshead, 

Sugar,  per  hogshead,  . 

Do.  per  tierce, 

Do.  per  barrel  or  bag, 

Flour,  per  ton, 
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Spirits,  per  puncheon,  . . 0 

Beer,  porter,  and  ale,  per  hogshead,  . 0 
Do.  do.  do  per  tierce  or  barrel,  0 
Tobacco,  per  hogshead,  . . 0 

Do.  per  roll,  . . .0 


i i 


Malt,  per  barrel,  of  twelve  stone, 
Books  and  paper,  per  car-load, 
Brimstone,  per  cwt., 

Furniture,  per  car-load, 

Cheese,  per  cwt., 


0 01 


And  so  on,  in  proportion,  for  every  greater  or  lesser  quantity,  number,  or  weight  of  the  articles, 
matters,  and  things  before  mentioned,  but  not  so  as  to  charge  lor  any  quantity,  number,  or  weight, 
which  will  not  yield  one  farthing  toll,  according,  and  in  proportion  to  the  tolls  above-mentioned, 
respectively. 

The  amount  the  tolls  and  customs  produced  the  last  time  they  were  let,  in  October,  1843, 
was  £1,700. 

The  amount  of  tolls  received  for  the  last  half-year,  ending  31st  March,  1853,  including  expenses  of 
collection,  was  £707  2 s.  6 d. 

Cranage  fees,  £53  6s.  6 d. 

Town  Commissioners’  Board  Boom,  Peter  Daly,  Chairman. 

March  31,  1853. 

Mr.  E.  Leonard  examined. 

1706.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  the  lessee  of  the  tolls  in  the  potato  market  in 
this  town,  and  I act  as  weighmaster  there. 

1707.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  potato  market — do  you  weigh  at  standing 
beam  ? — No  ; we  give  a draught,  the  scale  must  touch  the  ground  twice. 

17  OS.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  calculate  in  the  potato  market  ? — The  smallest 
we  use  is  eight  pounds. 

1709.  If  there  were  eight  pounds’  weight  of  potatoes  in  the  scales  at  standing  beam,  the 
farmer  would  lose  it  ? — He  would ; that  is  the  practice  at  all  markets. 

1710.  What  are  the  deductions  you  make  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  sack  for  beamage 
and  the  empty  bag  ? — I deduct  nothing  for  beamage  ; I deduct  fourteen  pounds  or  twenty- 
one  pounds  for  the  empty  sack,  according  to  its  appearance.  If  the  seller  wishes  he  can 
get  the  sack  tared  afterwards,  and  deduct  its  exact  weight  from  the  gross  weight. 

1711.  Do  you  keep  a book  in  which  you  enter  the  quantity  of  potatoes  sold,  average 
price,  and  amount  ? — I keep  a book,  but  I only  enter  in  it  the  quantity  sold. 

1712.  Do  you  give  a docket  to  the  buyer  or  seller  ?— If  the  seller  requires  a docket  I 
give  him  one,  but  I generally  mark  the  quantity  sold  with  chalk  upon  his  hat. 

1713.  Do  you  keep  any  copy  of  the  docket  when  you  give  one  ?— I do  not. 

1714.  Suppose  a person  lost  the  docket,  could  you  supply  him  with  a duplicate  of  it? — 

I could  not.  . . 

17 15.  If  Government  required  you  to  furnish  them  with  the  quantity  of  potatoes  sold 
in  a year,  the  average  price  and  amount,  could  you  do  so  ? — I could  not. 

1716.  What  charges  are  made  by  you  for  weighing  potatoes?— I charge  \d.  where  the 
draught  does  not  exceed  ten  stone  ; 1 d.  where  it  is  twelve  stone  ; from  twelve  stone  to 
twenty  stone,  1 \d.  If  the  sack  were  thirty  or  forty  stone  I would  charge  2d. 

1717.  What  is  the  system  you  adopt  in  weighing  wool? — I weigh  to  a pound  standing 
beam,  deduct  four  pounds  for ‘beamage,  eight  pounds  per  pack  for  tret,  and  afterwards  tare 

th<l  j 18^  What  charges  are  made  by  you  for  weighing  wool  ?— One  penny  for  every  hundred- 

W<m9.  What  are  the  charges  made  by  you  for  weighing  butter  ?— Two  pence  per 
crock — Id.  for  weighing,  and  Id.  for  the  ticket. 

1720.  What  are  the  deductions  made  by  you  m weighing  butter  r — 1 here  are  no 

deductions  in  weighing  butter.  , „ T , 

1721.  Do  you  generally  sell  potatoes  by  the  barrel?— No  ; I sell  them  by  the  hundred- 
weight and  stone.  , „ T,  . 

17^2  Is  a stone  of  potatoes  and  wool  always  sixteen  pounds — It 1S- 

1723!  Have  any  complaints  been  made  of  your  system  of  weighing?— I have  been  for 
filty-one  years  weighmaster,  and  110  complaint  was  ever  made. 

1724.  Are  all  the  potatoes  sold  in  the  town  weighed  in  your  scales  l—  lliev  are  not. 

1725  Do  you  charge  upon  potatoes  which  come  into  the  market,  whetner  they  are 

weighed  or  not  ? I do ; but  if  the  potatoes  are  not  sold,  when  they  come  again  into  the 

market  I do  not  make  any  charge  for  them. 

Mi'.  Peter  Malone  examined. 

1726  What  is  your  occupation? — lam  the  town  steward  and  superintendent  of  the 

corn-market.  The  Town  Commissioners  collect  the  toll  of  it  themselves. 

1727.  Explain  the  system  of  weighing  adopted  in  the  market. — We  weigh  standing 
beam,  and  deduct  seven  pounds  for  beamage. 

1728.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use?— Seven  pounds. 

1729.  Then  the  farmer  might  lose  six  pounds? — He  might. 

1730  What  deductions  are  made  for  the  weight  of  the  empty  sacks? — seven  pounds 

where  the  gross  weight  of  the  sack  is  under  four  hundred-weight,  and  fourteen  pounds 
where  it  exceeds  four  hundred-weight.  . . , f , , 

1731  Suppose  the  gross  weight  of  the  sack  to  be  fourteen  stone  six  pounds,  tor  what 
quantity  would  the  seller  be  paid  ?— For  thirteen  stone. 
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1732.  What  are  the  charges  you  make  for  weighing  corn? — Where  the  sack  is  under 
fourteen  stone  I charge  \d. : where  it  is  up  to  fourteen  stone,  and  under  twenty  stone, 
Id. ; where  it  exceeds  twenty  stone,  l\d. 

1733.  Do  you  keep  a book  in  which  you  enter  the  quantity  sold,  price,  and  amount  ? — 
Ido. 

1734.  Do  you  give  a docket  to  the  seller  ? — I do,  and  I keep  the  block. 

1735.  Do  you  enter  in  the  book  the  names  of  the  buyer  and  seller  ? — No  ; I only  enter 
the  name  of  the  seller,  and  I do  not  enter  in  the  book  the  price  and  amount. 

1736.  Suppose  Government  required  you  to  furnish  them  with  a statistical  account  of 
the  quantity  sold,  average  price,  and  amount,  could  you  do  so  ? — I could  not. 

1737-  If  a man  lost  his  ticket,  could  you  give  him  a duplicate  of  it  ? — I could,  from  the 
block  which  I retain. 

1738.  Are  the  empty  sacks  ever  tared  ? — Yes ; if  the  purchaser  requires  them  to  be 
tared  we  will  do  so. 

John  Greeney,  esq.,  examined. 

1739.  What  is  your-  occupation  ? — I am  a miller,  in  this  town. 

1740.  Explain  the  system  of  weigliing  adopted  in  the  merchants’-  stores? — I generally 
take  standing  beam  and  weigh  to  a pound,  for  my  own  satisfaction,  but  I do  not  pay  the 
seller  for  less  than  seven  pounds. 

1741.  What  deductions  in  the  nature  of  beamage  or  allowance  is  made  by  you  in  weigh- 
ing ? — Where  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn  is  under  four  hundred-weight,  I deduct  seven 
pounds  for  beamage;  where  it  exceeds  four  hundred-weight  and  is  under  six  hundred- 
weight, I deduct  fourteen  pounds ; when  it  exceeds  six  hundred-weight,  I deduct  twenty- 
one  pounds,  and  the  actual  weight  of  the  sacks,  which  are  generally  tared.  Sometimes, 
however,  I take  the  average  weight  of  the  sacks  as  seven  pounds. 

1742.  Is  it  a general  practice  in  the  merchants’  stores  to  weigh  with  so  small  a weight 
as  one  pound  ? — It  is  the  general  practice  in  this  town  in  the  merchants’  stores,  but  we  do 
not  allow  the  seller  for  less  than  seven  pounds. 

1743.  Do  you  consider  that  a general  market,  such  as  I have  described,  would  be  bene- 
ficial ? I do,  if  sufficient  accommodation  could  be  provided,  as  it  would  place  all  parties 

upon  an  equality. 

1744.  Under  the  present  system,  has  not  the  merchant  some  opportunity,  when  weighing 
in  his  own  scales,  to  defraud  the  seller  ? — He  undoubtedly  has. 

1745.  You  think  that  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  farmer  and  the  honest  trader,  that 
a general  market  should  be  established  ? — I do. 

1746.  What  quantity  of  corn  do  you  suppose  is  usually  sold  in  a week? — About  6,000 
barrels,  in  round  numbers. 

1747.  Have  you  known  of  any  frauds  having  been  practised,  in  consequence  of  the  corn 
being  weighed  in  the  merchants’  stores  ? — I have  heard  of  complaints  being  made  of  mer- 
chants taking  more  weight  than  they  were  entitled  to. 

1748.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  doing  away  with  all  deductions,  except  the  weight  of 
the  empty  sack? — I would,  if  sufficient  protection  were  provided  against  the  farmer 
brinoino-  in  his  corn  with  a better  quality  of  corn  at  the  top  of  the  sack  than  at  the  bottom, 
and  in  the  other  parts  of  the  sack. 

1749.  But  could  not  the  merchant  regulate  his  price  according  to  the  quality  of  the 
corn  ? — He  could. 

1750.  Do  you  not  sometimes  cut  back  the  farmer  in  addition  to  the  deductions  at  present 

made  ? — I do.  . . . 

1751.  If  the  farmer  was  liable  to  a heavy  penalty  for  such  a practice,  do  you  not  think 
that  it  would  put  an  end  to  it? — I do ; I would  suggest  that  an  inspector  of  markets  be 
appointed,  it  would  be  a great  benefit  to  all  parties. 

1752.  What  are  the  charges  you  make  for  weighing? — One  penny  for  each  sack,  and  Id. 

for  porterage.  . 

1753.  What  is  the  greatest  number  of  sacks  you  ever  purchased  in  a day? — Five 
hundred. 

1754.  Would  not  the  amount  for  porterage  considerably  exceed  the  wages  paid  to  the- 

men  ? It  undoubtedly  would ; but  it  would  not  be  worth  the  seller’s  while  to  send  in  his 

own  men  to  hoist  it,  and  this  must  be  done  by  porters. 


Mr.  Tierney  examined. 

1755.  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  a general  market,  such  as  I have  described  ? — I 
should  be  opposed  to  it,  because  the  merchant  would  be  obliged  to  trust  to  the  honesty  of 
the  seller,  in  bringing  back  the  empty  sacks  to  have  them  tared,  and  it  would  also  cause 
an  obstruction  to  the  farmer. 

1756.  What  is  there  to  prevent  the  merchant  from  taring  the  sacks  at  his  own  stores  ? — ■ 
It  might  cause  delay. 

1757.  Suppose  you  had  a respectable  person  as  weighmaster,  would  you  take  his  docket 
as  the  exact  weight  ? — I would. 

1758.  Does  not  the  farmer  suffer  by  reason  of  not  using  a less  weight  than  seven 
pounds  ? — No,  they  generally  weigh  their  corn  and  trim  their  sacks  before  they  bring  them 
into  market. 
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1759.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions,  weighing  to  a pound,  and 
afterwards  taring  the  sack,  and  deducting  its  exact  weight  from  the  gross  weight  of  the 
corn  ? — I would. 

Mr.  Dillon  examined. 

1760.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated? — The 
present  system  is  very  defective,  and  requires  improvement.  The  weighmaster  should  be 
a respectable  and  responsible  person.  About  nine  months  ago,  I received  a sack  of  corn, 
which  weighed  a stone  less  than  it  was  returned,  as  entered  upon  the  docket  received  at 
the  market  scales. 

Mr.  Thomas  J.  Reed  examined. 

1761.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  the  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  this 
town. 

1762.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated? — With 
regard  to  the  markets,  persons  have  made  complaints  of  frauds  practised  upon  them,  and 
various  disputes  have  arisen  upon  the  subject,  but  from  the  fear  of  trouble  in  obtaining 
justice,  they  would  not  resort  to  legal  proceedings.  I have  known  of  cases  in  which  a 
dispute  arose  between  the  seller  and  the  buyer,  where  the  price  of  the  corn  sold  exceeded 
£5,  and  was  brought  before  the  magistrates,  but  was  dismissed  by  them,  as  the  amount  for 
which  the  corn  was  sold  exceeded  their  jurisdiction,  although  the  amount  about  which  the 
dispute  arose  was  within  it.  I should  suggest  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  magistrates 
should  be  extended  to  all  cases  in  which  the  amount  in  dispute  did  not  exceed  £5. 

t 1 763.  Have  you  had  many  convictions  for  the  use  of  improper  or  fraudulent  weights? — 
No,  I have  had  very  few  convictions  this  year,  in  comparison  with  the  number  I obtained 
last  year.  In  a case  which  came  before  me  last  year  in  which  the  scales  were  not  equally 
balanced ; the  owner  of  it  was  fined  £3.  I constantly  find  the  merchants’  weights  slightly 
deficient,  in  consequence,  I believe,  of  atmospheric  influence  and  friction  against  other 
weights.  In  such  cases  I do  not  summon  the  parties,  but  I require  them  to  get  their  weights 
adjusted.  I have  only  had  one  complaint  recently  made  to  me  of  a party  using  improper 
weights,  and  upon  that  occasion  I went  to  his  place  of  business  and  examined  his  weights, 
but  the  deficiency  was  so  trifling  that  I did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  take  any  step,  except 
to  oblige  him  to  get  his  weights  adjusted. 

1764.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  further? — I have  no  power  to  look  after  the  system 
adopted  in  selling  bread,  which  is  almost  entirely  sold  by  bulk  and  not  by  weight.  I should 
suggest  that  all  bread  exposed  for  sale  should  have  its  weight  marked  upon  it ; and  if,  upon 
inspection,  the  loaf  was  lighter  than  the  weight  marked  upon  it,  the  seller  should  be  fined. 
This  system  has  been  adopted  in  some  places. 


Mr.  John  Murphy  examined. 

1765.  Can  you  suggest  any  improvement  in  the  present  system  adopted  in  the  sale  of 
articles  in  the  market  ?— I should  suggest  that  there  ought  to  be  a market  jury  appointed 
in  every  town.  If  this  suggestion  were  acted  upon,  it  would  be  a very  great  advantage  to 
all  the  inhabitants  of  this  town. 

1766.  What  allowance,  or  deductions  are  made  in  the  sale  of  pork? — The  weight  to  be 
deducted  in  weighing  pork  is  left  too  much  in  the  hands  of  the  buyer.  The  general  deduction 
made  in  weighing  a pig  is  four  pounds,  being  two  pounds  for  beamage  and  two  pounds  for 
cleaning.  If,  however,  there  is  a bruise  upon  the  pig,  the  buyer  will  deduct  what  weight 
he  likes,  sometimes  as  much  as  six  or  seven  pounds.  This  induces  many  farmers  to  bring 
their  pigs  alive  to  the  market,  instead  of  killing  them,  as  they  do  in  other  places,  to  the 
very  great  injury  of  the  pork  market. 

1767.  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  a general  market,  such  as  I have  described? I 

would  be  in  favour  of  it,  as  I think  it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  the  seller. 

1 7 68.  Would  you  bo  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions  and  weighing  to  a pound,  the 
buyer  regulating  his  price  accordingly  ? — I would. 


Anthony  O’ Flaherty,  esq.,  m.p.  examined. 

1769-  CanyouofFer  any  suggestion  to  us  upon  the  present  inquiry? — I may  mention  a case 
of  buyers  using  improper  weights,  which  I heard  some  time  ago.  A merchant  requiring 
some  additional  weights,  sent  to  another  merchant  to  borrow  them,  and  the  reply  he  received 
from  the  lender  was  a request  to  know  whether  he  required  buying  or  selling  weights.  I 
consider  this  to  be  a most  important  inquiry,  because  the  establishment  of  proper  market- 
places, and  more  extensive  accommodation,  would  induce  a greater  number  of  persons  to 
resort  to  the  town,  and  thereby  considerably  improve  it.  I should  also  strongly  recommend 
the  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  through  the  country,  and  the  defining  by  legal 
enactment  what  should  be  considered  reasonable  tolls.  With  respect  to  fairs,  I am  of 
opinion  that  the  owners  of  fairs  should  be  compelled  to  afford  sufficient  accommodation  in 
return  for  the  tolls  they  receive,  which,  I think,  should  be  paid  upon  the  entrance  of  the 
cattle  into  the  fair,  instead  of  upon  their  going  out,  if  sold.  1 do  not  think  that  fairs  ought 
to  be  held  on  the  highway  or  in  the  streets. 


GALWAY, 
20th  October,  1852. 

125. 

Mr.  Tierney. 

126. 

Mr.  Dillon. 


127. 

Mr.  Thos.  J.  Reed. 


128. 

Mr.  John  Murphy. 


129. 

A.  OTlaherty,  esq., 
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Mr.  O'Brien. 


131. 

Mr.  Murray. 


Mr.  O'Brien  examined. 

1770.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  engaged  in  the  butter  trade. 

1771.  Explain  the  system  of  weighing  butter  ? — I generally  weigh  the  butter  I purchase 
in  Leonard’s  scales ; I require  the  turn  of  the  beam. 

1772.  What  are  the  deductions  made  in  weighing  butter? — Four  pounds  for  every  firlcin 
of  seventy  pounds,  and  the  weight  of  the  firkin  besides. 

1773.  What  are  the  charges  made  for  weighing  butter? — Two  pence  for  every  crock ; I 
generally  send  the  butter  I buy  to  London. 

1774.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter? — There  is  not,  and  one  is  much  required;  I 
inspect  it  for  myself. 

Mr.  Murray  examined. 

1775.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a corn  merchant. 

1776.  Explain  the  system  of  weighing  adopted  in  your  stores? — I take  the  cast  of  the 
beam,  but  the  scale  need  not  touch  the  ground;  the  smallest  weight  I use  is  seven  pounds. 

1777.  Does  the  farmer  lose  every  thing  less  than  seven  pounds? — He  does;  the  weight  is 
either  seveu  pounds  or  nothing. 

1778.  What  deductions  are  made  in  weighing  com  in  your  stores  ?— Seven  pounds  where 
the  gross  weight  of  the  corn  is  under  four  hundred-weight,  and  fourteen  pounds  tor  any 
thing  exceeding  four  hundred-weight. 

1779.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  corn  like  any  other  commodity,  abolishing 
all  deductions,  and  weighing  to  a pound,  allowing  the  buyer  to  regulate  his  price  accord- 
ingly?— I would. 

1780.  What  are  the  charges  usually  made  for  porterage  in  your  stores?  One  halfpenny 

a sack  for  porterage  and  hoisting,  all  of  which  I give  the  porters ; I do  not  retain  any  of  it 
for  myself.  ...  _ 0 _ 

1781.  What  do  the  men  generally  receive  for  porterage  and  hoisting  in  a day? — They 
seldom  receive  more  than  .2s.  for  each  man  employed. 

1782.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  such  as  I have  described  ?— I would 

not ; I would  prefer  weighing  corn  in  my  own  stores,  for  no  system  which  could  be  adopted 
in  a general  market  would  be  as  convenient  to  me  as  weighing  in  my  own  stores  ; besides, 
what  protection  would  you  suggest  against  the  sacks  being  changed  in  then-  transit  from 
the  market-place  to  the  merchants’  stores  ? mu 

1783.  Would  not  the  imposition  of  a heavy  penalty  on  the  seller  effectually  prevent 
any  attempt  to  practise  such  an  imposition  ? — The  farmer  might  deny  that  lie  had  any 
participation  in  the  change  of  the  sacks,  and  great  difficulty  might  be  experienced  in  proving 
that  he  had  anything  to  say  to  it.  The  corn  jobbers  arc  the  persons  who  generally  resort 
to  this  market 

1784.  But  if  the  accommodation  in  the  market  was  increased,  and  the  system  I have 
alluded  to  established,  do  you  not  think  that  the  farmers  would  themselves  bring  in  their 
produce,  and  not  entrust  it  to  the  jobbers? — It  is  very  likely  that  they  would  do  so,  in 
preference  to  the  present  system. 


GORT, 

21  si  October,  1852. 

m. 

Mr.  Patrick  Burke. 


Gort,  October  21,  1852. 

Mr.  Patrick  Burke  examined. 

1785.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  in  the  office  of  the  agent  of  Mr.  Knox. 

17S6.  Under  what  patent  is  the  market  held? — I cannot  say;  I heard  there  was  a 
patent  granting  the  right  to  hold  markets,  but  I have  never  seen  it.  Mr.  Knox,  the  present 
proprietor  of  the  tolls  of  the  market,  has  recently  purchased  them  under  a sale  by  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  sale  of  Incumbered  Estates ; in  the  schedule  to  the  rental  upon  that 
occasion  the  tolls  are  valued  at  £200  a-year,  and  Mr.  Knox  gave  £l,600  for  them  ; I will 
show  you  the  rental  if  you  desire  it.  [Mr.  Burke  handed  in  the  rental  subsequently .] 

1787-  When  was  the  market  established? — I do  not  know;  from  time  immemorial. 

1788.  Does  the  patent  specify  the  tolls  to  be  collected,  or  does  it  give  a right  to  collect 
reasonable  and  accustomed  tolls  ? — I cannot  say. 

1789.  How  do  you  know  whether  there  is  a patent  or  not,  if  you  have  never  seen  it? — 
I have  always  been  of  opinion  that  there  was  a patent  in  existence. 

1790.  Have  you  ever  heard  from  Lord  Gort  that  there  was  no  patent? — I have  not. 

1791.  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market  days? — Once  a week, 
upon  every  Saturday. 

1792.  Is  that  the  day  specified  by  the  patent? — I cannot  say. 

1793.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market? — They  are. 

1794.  Are  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  seller? — I do  not  know;  I believe,  sometimes  by 
the  buyer,  and  sometimes  by  the  seller. 

1795.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place ? — No;  the  agricultural  produce  is  sold  about 
the  streets. 

1796.  What  is  the  amount  of  tolls  levied  in  the  markets  and  fairs? — The  tolls  were 
leased  at  £200  per  annum,  but  they  have  been  recently  reduced  to  £130  a-year  by  Mr. 
Knox,  the  purchaser. 

1797.  What  accommodation  is  given  to  the  public  in  return  for  the  tolls? — The  public 
beams  and  scales. 
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1798.  Is  there  a weighmaster  in  the  market? — There  is. 

1799.  Is  he  sworn  under  the  4th  Anne,  c.  14  ? — I do  not  know. 

1800.  Is  all  the  corn  brought  into  the  town  sold  in  the  public  market? — It  is  not;  a 
considerable  quantity  of  it  is  brought  direct  to  the  merchants’  stores,  and  is  sold  there. ' 

1801.  How  many  fairs  are  annually  held  in  the  town? — Four. 

1802.  Are  tolls  collected  in  the  fairs? — They  are;  the  tolls  of  the  fairs,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  market,  are  leased  to  Mrs.  Hines. 

1803.  Are  tolls  collected  upon  the  cattle  upon  their  entrance  into  the  fair,  or  when  they  are 
coming  out  ? — When  they  are  coming  out,  if  they  are  sold,  the  tolls  are  paid  by  the  buyer. 

1804.  How  does  the  toll-collector  know  whether  the  cattle  are  sold  or  not? He 

administers  an  oath  to  the  person  in  charge  of  the  cattle,  who  is  obliged  to  free  them. 

Mr.  Michael  Keane  examined. 

1805.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a shopkeeper,  in  this  town,  and  I buy  a good 
deal  of  corn  in  the  market ; I was  weighmaster  in  the  market  for  some  time. 

1806.  Upon  what  day  is  the  market  held? — It  is  usually  held  upon  Saturday:  but  it 
has  been  stated  that  it  was  not  the  day  mentioned  in  the  patent. 

1807.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  brought  into  the  town  sold  in  the  market? — It  is 
not ; the  merchants  frequently  buy  corn  at  their  own  stores. 

1808.  Is  any  charge  made  if  the  corn  is  not  weighed  in  the  public  market? — I have 
heard  that  a charge  is  made,  but  I do  not  pay  toll  unless  the  corn  is  weighed  in  the  market. 

1809.  What  is  the  amount  of  toll  charged  upon  com  in  the  market? — Three  pence  upon 
every  barrel  of  oats  consisting  of  fourteen  stone ; 3 d.  upon  every  barrel  of  barley  consisting 
of  sixteen  stone ; 5d.  upon  every  barrel,  of  twenty  stone,  of  wheat,  and  2 \d.  on  five  stone. 

1810.  Is  there  any  printed  list  of  the  tolls  payable  in  the  market ; there  is  a toll-board, 
but  I have  never  heard  of  any  other  list  of  the  tolls. 

1811.  Do  the  collectors  always  adhere  to  the  tolls  upon  the  toll-board,  or  do  they  ever 
vary  from  it  ? — Frequently. 

1812.  Are  tolls  paid  upon  entering  the  market? — Not  for  corn. 

1813.  What  are  the  tolls  payable  upon  potatoes  coming  into  the  market  ? — One  penny 
for  every  five  stone,  or  2d.  on  every  twenty  stone. 

1814.  Have  you  to  pay  toll  upon  corn  whether  it  is  sold  or  not  ? — No. 

1815.  Is  toll  paid  upon  potatoes  whether  they  are  sold  or  not  ? — It  is. 

1816.  Do  they  generally  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight? — Down  weight;  they 
require  the  scale  in  which  the  sack  is  to  touch  the  ground. 

1817.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  the  market  in  weighing  corn  or  potatoes? — 
Seven  pounds. 

1818.  If  the  corn  weighed  seven  pounds  at  standing  beam  would  the  seven  pounds  be 
thrown  out?— It  would. 

1819.  What  deductions  are  made  in  weighing  corn  for  beamage  or  other  allowances? — 
Fourteen  pounds  for  empty  bag  and  beamage,  if  the  sack  does  not  exceed  twenty-four 
stones,  and  twenty-one  pounds  if  it  is  over  twenty-four  stones  ; and  if  the  sack  goes  to  four 
hundred-weight,  two  stone  is  deducted. 

1820.  What  deductions  are  made  for  beamage  or  other  allowances  in  weighing  potatoes? — 
One  stone,  in  all  cases,  for  beamage  and  dirt. 

1821.  Do  they  require  down  weight  in  weighing  potatoes? — They  do;  and  they  calculate 
potatoes  at  sixteen  pounds  to  the  stone. 

1822.  What  weight  does  it  take  to  bring  the  scales  from  standing  beam  to  down 
weight  ? — Four  pounds. 

1823.  What  height  are  the  scales  from  the  ground? — About  twelve  inches. 

1824.  Docs  the  weighmaster  give  a docket  on  each  sale  to  the  buyer  or  the  seller? — 
No  ; the  custom  is  to  mark  the  weight  of  the  corn  or  potatoes  upon  the  seller’s  hat. 

1825.  Does  the  weighmaster  keep  any  book  in  which  he  enters  the  quantity  sold, 
average  price,  and  amount,  with  the  names  of  the  buyer  and  seller  ? — He  keeps  a book, 
but  I°do  not  believe  that  he  enters  in  it  the  average  price  or  amount. 

1826.  Do  you  sell  in  this  town  by  the  barrel  or  by  the  stone? — Generally  by  the  barrel, 
but  sometimes  by  both. 

1827.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  wheat? — Twenty  stone. 

1828.  What  of  oats? — Fourteen  stone. 

1829.  What  of  barley? — Sixteen  stone. 

1830.  What  of  potatoes? — Potatoes  are  always  sold  by  the  stone. 

1831.  Is  a stone  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdupois  ? — It  is,  except  in  the 
case  of  potatoes  and  wool,  which  are  calculated  at  sixteen  pounds. 

1832.  Does  a hundred-weight  always  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds,  avoir- 
dupois ? — It  does.  . 

1833.  Is  butter  sold  in  this  market?— It  is,  in  small  quantities. 

1834.  Is  it  sold  by  weight  or  by  lump  ?— By  weight  generally,  but  sometimes  by  bulk. 

183o!  What  are  the  deductions  in  the  nature  of  beamage  or  other  allowances  in  weighing 

butter?— I cannot  say,  I believe  four  pounds  for  every  crock. 

1836.  Is  there  sufficient  market  accommodation  in  this  town? — If  all  the  corn  sold  in 
the  market  was  sold  and  weighed  there,  there  would  not ; but  there  is  sufficient  for  the 
quantity  sold  and  weighed  in  it  at  present. 

1837.  How  do  you  account  for  so  few  persons  resorting  to  the  market  tor  the  sale  oi 
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their  agricultural  produce? — I should  say  it  is  owing  to  the  excessive  allowances  and 
illegal  tolls  in  this  town. 

1838.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  are  satisfied  with  the  mode  in  which  agricultural 
produce  is  weighed  in  this  market  ? — They  are  not ; they  complain  that  they  do  not  get 
sufficient  weight  for  their  produce. 

1839.  What  was  the  state  of  the  market  during  the  time  you  were  the  weighmaster  in 
this  market  ? — It  was  very  good. 

1840.  Is  not  the  falling-off1  of  the  market  attributable  to  the  change  of  the  times? — I 
think  not  entirely ; it  is  in  a great  degree  attributable  to  the  system  of  weighing,  and  to 
the  exaction  of  excessive  tolls.  In  my  time  there  were  four  beams  and  scales,  and  I gave 
the  public  an  opportunity  of  taring  the  sack  after  the  corn  was  emptied. 

1841.  Are  any  complaints  made,  of  the  system  of  weighing  adopted  in  the  merchants’ 
stores  ? — There  are  ; it  is  said  that  they  do  not  weigh  fairly. 

1842.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  such  as  I have  described,  in  which 
all  the  agricultural  produce  brought  into  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I would, 
most  decidedly. 

1843.  Is  toll  ever  exacted  upon  articles  which  are  not  to  be  found  upon  the  toll-hoard  ? — 
Yes ; I have  known  toll  charged  upon  seaweed,  eggs,  and  small  quantities  of  butter. 

1844.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  doing  away  with  all  deductions  and  allowances  what- 
ever, except  the  tare  of  the  empty  sack,  weighing  to  a pound,  and  letting  the  buyer 
regulate  his  price  accordingly  ? — I would ; but  it  would  he  impossible  to  do  so,  from  the 
present  market  accommodation ; it  would,  However,  be  the  fairest  way  of  dealing. 

1845.  Would  you  be  iu  favour  of  the  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  through 
the  country  ? — I would. 

1846.  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  this  town  in  a year  ? — F our.  There  is  no  fair-green, 
aud  the  fairs  are  held  in  the  streets  of  the  town,  and  occasion  very  great  inconvenience  to 
th'e  inhabitants. 

1847.  Are  tolls  paid  upon  the  cattle  w'hen  they  are  entering  the  fair  ? — No,  they  are 
paid  upon  them  going  out,  if  they  are  sold. 

1 848.  How  do  the  men  at  the  gap  ascertain  whether  the  cattle  are  sold  or  not  ? — The 
man  in  charge  of  the  cattle  is  asked  whether  the  cattle  are  sold ; if  he  says  they  are  not,  he 
is  obliged  to  touch  a piece  of  paper  to  clear  them. 

1849.  Do  you  think  that  this  practice  leads  to  much  perjury? — I do. 

1850.  Would  it  not  be  more  satisfactory  to  oblige  a proprietor  to  provide  sufficient  accom- 
modation for  all  cattle,  in  an  enclosed  fair-green,  and  oblige  all  persons  bringing  their  cattle 
into  it  to  pay  a small  toll  for  the  standing,  whether  the  cattle  were  sold  or  not  ? — I think 
that  would  be  an  excellent  arrangement. 

1851.  Do  you  think  it  would  occasion  inconvenience  to  any  poor  persons  who  might  not 
have  means  of  paying  for  their  cattle  when  they  were  going  into  a fair? — No ; for  if  the 
arrangement  was  made,  they  could  easily  procure  the  means  of  paying  for  their  cattle. 

1852.  If  such  a practice  were  adopted,  might  not  the  present  toll  be  diminished? — I 
think  it  might,  very  considerably ; for  nearly  half  the  cattle  brought  into  the  fairs  at  pre- 
sent remain  unsold. 

1853.  Is  any  pork  sold  in  this  town? — Yes. 

1854.  How  is  pork  sold  ? — By  the  hundred-weight  or  pound. 

1855.  What  are  the  deductions,  in  the  nature  of  beamage  or  other  allowances,  made  in 
weighing  pork  ? — Four  pounds  are  deducted  from  the  weight  of  every  pig,  but  sometimes, 
by  private  arrangement  between  the  parties,  six  pounds  are  deducted. 

1856.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  adopted  in  the  market  in  weighing  pork? — 
Standing  beam  is  always  taken. 

1857.  Do  you  think  that  sufficient  room  might  be  found  in  the  town  for  the  fairs  and 
markets  if  the  plans  we  have  suggested  were  carried  out  ? — I do. 

1858.  Can  you  suggest  any  improvement  in  the  market  system  ? — The  lease  ought  to 
be  on  fairer  terms.  The  lessee,  or  weighmaster,  is  obliged  to  charge  exorbitant  tolls  at 
present  to  enable  him  to  pay  his  rent. 

1859.  Would  it  be  advisable  to  define  by  legal  enactment  what  should  be  considered 
reasonable  and  proper  toll  ? — I think  it  would. 

Mr.  Anthony  Hines  examined. 

1860.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  the  weighmaster  in  the  corn  and  potato  market, 
and  have  been  so  for  two  years.  I also  keep  a shop  in  this  town. 

1861.  Do  you  collect  the  tolls  at  the  crane  in  the  corn-market  ? — I do. 

1862.  Who  collects  the  market  tolls? — A man  employed  for  that  purpose.  I have 
nothing  to  say  to  it. 

1863.  Are  any  tolls  collected  in  the  market  which  do  not  appear  upon  the  toll-board  ? 

I am  not  aware  of  any ; the  persons  selling  articles  not  appearing  on  the  toll-board,  are 
charged  for  their  standing  in  the  market,  ancl  not  for  the  articles  they  sell. 

1864.  Is  toll  charged  upon  corn  if  it  is  not  sold  ? — It  is ; but  potatoes  are  only  charged 
a halfpenny  per  sack  if  they  are  not  sold. 

1865.  Is  all  the  corn  sold  in  the  town  weighed  in  the  market  scales? — It  is  not;  the 
greater  part  of  it  goes  to  the  merchants’  stores,  and  is  weighed  there.  The  merchant 
receives  half  toll  on  every  sack  he  weighs,  and  accounts  with  me  for  it. 

1866.  If  corn  is  not  weighed  in  the  market,  do  you  charge  for  it? — If  the  corn  is  sold 
by  bulb,  or  weighed  at  the  merchants’  stores,  half  toll  on  each  sack  only  is  charged. 
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1867.  Is  it  not  your  general  practice  to  charge  the  full  amount  of  the  toll,  whether 
the  corn  is  weighed  at  the  market  scales  or  not  ? — It  is. 

1868.  Suppose  a load  of  hay  were  sold,  and  not  weighed,  would  you  charge  the  full 
amount  of  toll  ? — I would. 

Then,  in  point  of  fact,  you  have  converted  the  charges  for  weighing  into  a toll  ? 

Do  you  exact  toll  upon  articles  sold  on  any  other  day  than  the  market-day  ? 

Do  you  exact  toll  upon  articles  coming  into  the  town  upon  Sunday? — I do. 

Do  you  exact  toll  upon  any  articles  which  are  not  upon  the  toll-board  ? — I do  not, 
except  upon  straw  or  hay. 

1873.  Do  you,  in  levying  toll,  always  adhere  strictly  to  the  tolls  appearing  upon  the 
toll-board  ? — I do  not. 

1874.  Does  the  toll  of  corn,  which  appears  to  be  the  one-sixtieth  part,  according  to  the 
schedule,  vary  with  the  price  of  it? — No ; I always  charge  5d.  upon  every  barrel  of  wheat, 
3d.  for  a barrel  of  oats  or  barley,  and  2d.  on  a barrel  of  potatoes. 

1875.  Is  the  name  of  the  toll -collector  upon  the  toll-board  ? — It  is  not,  and  never  was. 

1876.  Have  you  any  charge  upon  corn  but  those  you  have  mentioned  ? — Yes;  I Charge 
.id.  a stone  upon  all  small  draughts,  up  to  two  or  three  stone ; • 2 \d.,  where  the  draught  is 
five  stone  ; but  I charge  only  5d.  upon  each  barrel  of  wheat.  In  oats,  if  the  draught  be 
five  stone,  or  under  it,  I charge  Id.  for  each  draught,  or  3d.  upon  each  barrel  of  oats. 

1877.  How  many  men  are  employed  in  weighing? — Generally  two. 

1®78.  How  many  men  are  generally  employed  at  the  fairs  to  guard  the  gates  ?— Three. 

1879.  To  what  class  do  these  men  belong? — They  are  generally  labouring  men;  but 
they  are  able  to  read  and  write. 

1880.  What  are  they  paid  for  standing  in  the  gates? — One  shilling  for  each  day. 

1881.  Do  you  give  a docket  on  each  sale  of  agricultural  produce? — I do,  if  required 
to  do  so. 

1882.  What  do  you  put  upon  such  docket?— I put  the  buyer’s  and  seller’s  names, 
together  with  the  weight.  [Here  a docket  was  put  in  the  witness’s  hands,  which  did  not 
contain  the  buyer's  name.'] 

1883.  You  perceive  that  that  docket  does  not  contain  the  buyer’s  name,  how  do  you 
account  for  its  omission  ? — I cannot  do.  so. 

1884.  Do  you  keep  a book? — I do.  [Hands  in  his  book^\ 

1885.  If  Government  required  you  to  give  a return  of  the  quantity  sold,  average  price, 
or  amount,  for  the  past  year,  could  you  do  so  ? — I could  not. 

1886.  Suppose  a person  lost  his  docket,  could  you  supply  him  with  a duplicate  of  it? 

I could  not. 

1887.  You  only  give  a docket  if  required? — I do. 

1888.  If  you  are  not  required  to  give  a docket,  do  you  make  any  entry  of  the  quantity 
sold  ? — I do  ; I enter  the  weight  of  the  sack  upon  the  seller’s  hat. 

1889.  Did  you  ever  know  an  instance  of  a man  changing  his  hat  ? — I never  heard  of  a 
single  instance  of  his  doing  so. 

Ih90.  Is  toll  ever  levied  upon  the  same  article  twice  in  a day  ? — I am  not  aware  of  it. 

1891.  Suppose  a country  carpenter  brought  furniture  into  the  town,  would  he  not  be 
charged  toll  upon  it  when  he  was  passing  the  gate  ? — He  would. 

1892.  Suppose  he  were  to  sell  his  furniture  to  several  persons,  would  not  the  purchasers 
be  charged  toll  upon  it  when  they  were  going  out  of  the  gate  ? — They  would. 

1893.  Is  not  that  charging  toll  twice  upon  one  day  for  the  same  article  ? — It  is. 

1894.  Suppose  a person  brought  in  a cart-load  of  fish,  and  paid  toll  upon  entering,  and 
sold  them,  and  the  purchaser  retailed  them ; would  not  the  retailer  be  charged  toll  upon 
the  fish,  although  they  had  previously  paid  toll  ? — The  retailer  would  be  charged  for  a 
standing  in  the  market-place. 

1895.  What  charges  are  made  by  you  for  standings? — One  penny  for  small  standings, 
and  3d.  for  large  ones. 

1896.  Is  not  2d.  the  charge  upon  the  toll-board  for  a standing? — It  is;  but  3d.  is  some- 
times charged. 

1897.  What  is  the  highest  price  ever  paid  for  a standing  in  the  market? — I do  not 
know. 

1898.  What  is  the  highest  price  for  a standing  for  a broguemaker? — I do  not  know. 

1899.  You  are  the  head  servant  in  the  market,  and  can  you  not  answer  these  ques- 
tions ? — I cannot ; the  other  collectors  pass  their  accounts  with  Mrs.  Hines,  who  is  not  a 
relation  of  mine. 

1900.  Do  not  the  other  toll-collectors  charge  whatever  toll  they  think  fit? — I do  not 
believe  they  charge  more  than  legal  tolls ; they  are  respectable  men,  and  would  not  do 
any  thing  which  was  not  right. 

1901.  Is  your  system  of  weighing  that  which  was  described  by  Mr.  Kane  ? — It  is. 

1902.  Are  complaints  ever  made  of  the  system  of  weighing  corn  in  your  cranes? — I 
never  heard  of  any. 

1903.  Do  you  collect  tolls  at  the  fairs  ? — I do. 

1904.  Do  you  ever  stand  in  the  gap? — I do. 

1905.  How  do  you  discover,  when  the  cattle  are  going  out  of  the  fair,  whether  they  are 
sold  or  not  ? — I put  a piece  of  paper  in  the  hands  of  the  person  in  charge  of  the  cattle, 
and  ask  him  whether  he  will  clear  the  cattle  : if  he  will  not  do  so  I exact  the  toll. 
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1869. 
I have. 

1870. 
I do. 

1871. 

1872. 


GORT, 

21  st  October,  1852. 

134. 

Mr.  A ntliony  nines. 
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1906.  Does  not  such  a practice  make  the  obligation  of  an  oath  lightly  regarded  ? — It  is 
likely  to  do  so,  and  I know  that  it  is  illegal. 

1907.  Has  the  lessee  of  the  tolls  any  printed  list  of  the  tolls  ? — She  has  not,  except  the 
toll-board. 

1908.  How  do  you  teach  the  collectors  of  the  tolls  in  the  fairs  what  tolls  to  collect  ? — 
They  were  in  the  employment  of  Mrs.  Hines  before  1 was. 

1909.  Do  you  receive  the  money  from  them? — I do  not;  I know  nothing  whatever 
about  the  charges  they  make.  I have  no  control  over  them. 

[ The  folloiving  copy  of  the  toll-board  was  transmitted  to  the  Commissioners  by  the 
head-constable  of  police.'] 

Memorandum  of  the  Tolls  and  Customs  charged  on  the  following  articles,  at  the  Fairs  and 
Markets  of  Gort,  viz.  : — 


The  sixtieth  part  of  all  grain  and  pulse. 

For  every  cow  or  ox  slaughtered  or  sold, 
„ Sheep  slaughtered  or  sold,  . 

,,  Hog  slaughtered  or  sold, 

„ Load  of  potatoes, 

„ Cask  of  butter  above  quarter 

of  a hundred-weight 
„ Smaller  cask, 

„ Standing, 

„ Small  standing, 

„ Broguemaker's  standing, 

„ Pair  of  Stockings, 

Fairs. 

For  every  broguemaker’s  standing, 

For  each  tent  or  booth, 

„ Hatter’s  or  covered  stand, 

„ Small  standing, 

„ Sheep, 


s.  d. 

0 4 
0 1 
0 2 
0 1 

0 2 
0 1 
0 2 
0 1 
0 2 
0 01 

1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
0 4 
0 1 


For  each  Lamb,  . . .0 

„ Cow  or  bullock,  . . 0 

„ Horse,  . . .0 

„ Milch  cow  and  calf,  . . 0 

„ Yearling  calf,  . . 0 

„ Green  hide,  . . .0 

„ Piece  of  Frieze  of  fifty  bundles 

and  upwards,  . . 0 

„ Smaller  piece,  . . 0 

Rates  of  Cranage. 

Each  bag  of  wool,  . . .0 

„ Car-load  of  coal  or  other  goods,  . 0 
„ Draught  under  five  hundred-weight 
and  above  two  hundred-weight,  . 0 
„ Sack  of  corn,  . . . 0 

„ Cask  of  butter,  . . 0 

„ Load  of  potatoes,  . . 0 


John  Mangan,  esq.,  examined. 


d. 

1 

4 

6 

G 

1 


1 

3 

3 

2 

1 

2 
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1910.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a miller,  residing  within  about  three  miles  of 
this  town. 

1911.  Do  you  buy  largely  in  this  town? — I do. 

1912.  Has  Mr.  Keane  correctly  described  the  system  of  weighing  adopted  in  the  mer- 
chants’ stores  in  this  neighbourhood  ? — He  has. 

1913.  Do  you  require  down  weight? — I do. 

1914.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  in  weighiug  corn  or  potatoes? Seven 

pounds. 

1915.  Explain  the  system  of  weighing  adopted  in  your  stores? — I always  wei°b  the 
corn  gross,  deduct  seven  pounds  for  beamage  for  each  barrel,  together  with  the  weight  of 
the  empty  sacks. 

1916.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  toll? — I used  to  do  so,  but  the  people  will  not  pay 
me  now  except  upon  Saturday,  when  I charge  2 ^d.  upon  every  barrel  of  wheat  which  I 
give  to  Hines.  I deduct  that  charge  from  the  farmer. 

1917.  When  did  you  commence  making  that  charge  ?— During  the  time  Kane  was 
weigliraaster  he  used  to  send  down  his  men  to  my  place  to  collect  the  toll,  as  I charged 
nothing,  and  to  stop  the  farmer  unless  he  paid  it.  Since  Ilines  became  the  lessee  of 'the 
tolls,  Lord  Gort  sent  for  me,  and  upon  his  saying  that  one  half  the  toll  ought  to  be  paid,  I 
agreed  to  deduct  it  and  keep  the  account  for  Hines.  Upon  one  occasion  a person  of  the 
name  of  O’Brien  refused  to  pay  this  charge  to  Kane,  and  his  sacks  were  taken  off  bis  cart. 
O’  Brien  summoned  Kane ; and  he  g ive,  I believe,  a pound  to  settle  the  case.  Lord  Gort  said 
to  Kane,  “ The  easier  you  get  out  of  the  case  the  better  for  us,  as  we  might  be  all  knocked 
up.”  Upon  another  occasion  I bought  wheat  upon  a Saturday  from  a person  who  brought 
it  to  my  own  stores.  He  refused  to  allow  any  deduction  from  the  price  for  custom.  We 
went  down  to  have  the  question  decided  by  the  magistrates : he  was  called  away  from  me  ; 
and  he  afterwards  came  up  to  me  and  told  me  that  all  had  been  settled.  The  one-half  of 
the  custom  has  ever  since  been  paid  at  my  mill  upon  Saturdays,  but  not  upon  any  other 
day  since. 

1918.  Do  you  ever  charge  5d.  on  a barrel  of  wheat  at  your  mill  ? I do  not ; hut  there 

was  5d.  paid  always  up  to  the  time  of  the  compromise  which  I have  alluded  to,  and  the 
charge  is  only  2 \d.  since.  If  the  public  were  to  resist  the  payment  of  it  I would  not 
insist  upon  it  on  any  day  but  Saturday. 

1919.  Do  you  consider  the  tolls  in  this  town  reasonable? — I do  not ; I think  they  are 
excessive  and  exorbitant. 

1920.  Do  you  consider  that  the  tolls  are  collected  by  proper  persons? — I believe  Ilines 
a proper  man,  but  the  other  collectors  are  certainly  not  proper  persons. 

1921.  Do  they  collect  tolls  on  articles  which  are  not  on  the  schedule? There  are 

several  instances  of  their  doing  so,  as  in  the  case  of  coals. 

1922.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  complaints  having  been  made  of  the  system  of  weighing 
in  the  market  ? — I have  heard  persons  complain  that  they  were  not  treated  fairly.  I have 
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known  of  persons  buying  corn  in  the  market  at  1 3\d.,  and  selling  it  at  my  stores  for  13 d. 
a stone,  and  having  a large  profit. 

1923.  Are  the  craners  supposed  to  lean  to  the  buyer  or  to  the  seller  ? — To  the  buyer. 

1924.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  a general  market,  such  as  I have 
described  '? — I would  ; I think  it  would  give  general  satisfaction  to  the  public.  I should 
like  to  see  every  market  in  the  country  worked  on  the  same  principles  as  Colonel 
Wyndham’s  markets,  at  Ennis,  the  arrangements  in  which  give  great  satisfaction  to  both 
buyer  and  seller.  I would  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions,  except  the  tare  of 
the  sack,  and  leave  the  purchaser  to  regulate  his  price  accordingly ; it  would  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  farmer,  and  tend  to  simplify  all  market  arrangements. 

Thomas  Boland,  esq.,  examined. 

1925.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  an  apothecary,  in  this  town. 

1926.  You  have  heard  the  statements  which  have  been  made,  do  you  concur  in  them  ? 

In  some  of  them  I do,  but  I not  think  that  the  weighmaster’s  statement  was  consistent  with 
truth.  He  stated  that  he  did  not  know  the  amount  charged  for  standings.  He  is  the  head 
clerk  of  the  market,  and  it  is  clear  that  he  was  wrong  in  that  statement. 

1927.  Do  you  conceive  that  tolls  are  charged  which  are  not  in  the  schedule?— 
Undoubtedly  ; this  is  well  known  through  the  town. 

1928.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  such  as  I have  described  ? — I would. 
I also  think  that  the  proprietor  of  a fair  should  provide  a proper  fair-green  in  return  for  the 
tolls  he  collects ; that  proper  persons  should  be  appointed  to  collect  the  tolls,  and  not  handed 
over  to  such  a class  of  persons  as  it  is  at  present.  They  frequently  come  to  my  house,  which 
is  opposite  the  market-place,  to  get  pieces  of  paper,  upon  which  to  swear  parties  going  out 
of  a fair  in  charge  of  cattle.  Charges  are  also  imposed  which  are  not  upon  the  toll-board, 
and  a higher  amount  exacted  than  they  are  entitled  to  charge.  The  consequence  of  these 
proceedings  is,  that  riots  occur,  and  people  constantly  come  to  my  establishment  to  get  their 
wounds  dressed.  Within  the  last  six  months  a riot  took  place  in  the  fish  market,  in  which 
two  men  were  very  severely  beaten  by  the  persons  placed  on  the  gap.  The  quarrel  arose 
in  this  way.  A man  brought  a cart-load  of  fish  to  the  market,  for  which  he  paid  toll ; he 
placed  two  tables  near  his  cart,  and  the  men  at  the  gap  demanded  toll  for  the  tables  he  had 
placed  some  of  the  fish  on,  which  he  refused  to  pay.  The  toll-collectors  attempted  to  compel 
him  to  pay  by  force,  and  the  riot  ensued.  I believe,  the  toll- collectors,  who  acted  in  such  an 
illegal  manner,  are  still  in  the  employment  of  Mrs.  Hines.  The  tolls  are  most  illegally  exacted, 
and  coarsely  insisted  upon.  Women  are  subjected  to  the  greatest  maltreatment,  their  persons 
examined  in  a most  indelicate  manner,  to  ascertain  whether  any  small  articles,  such  as  eggs  or 
butter,  are  concealed  under  their  clothes.  The  excessive  tolls  and  the  system  of  imposition 
practised  in  this  market,  together  with  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  justice  at  the  petty  ses- 
sions court,  the  unwillingness  of  parties,  since  Mr.  Hines’s  death,  whicli  occurred  very  recently, 
to  harass  Mrs.  Hines,  has  induced  persons  to  submit  to  it,  or  send,  as  they  generally  do, 
their  corn  to  Ennis  market.  I hope  something  will  be  speedily  done  to  correct  the  abuses 
complained  of ; and  I am  much  afraid,  from  the  evidence  which  has  been  given  to-day,  that 
it  will  lead  to  serious  riots. — [ Witness  subsequently  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners  the 
accompanying  statement .] 

To  the  Market  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, 

At  your  request  I send  you  the  following  particulars  The  names  of  articles  on  whicli  custom 
is  charged,  and  other  abuses  which  were  not  mentioned  at  the  inquirj'  in  the  Gort  court-house  relative 
to  the  custom  of  our  town. 

Kids, 

Small  rods,  in  bundles, 

Shell-fish,  of  diflcrent  sorts, 

Sea- weed,  as  a manure, 

Wood-ashes, 

Rushes, 

Brooms, 

Bruit,  viz.,  apples,  pears,  and  all  other 
sorts, 

Tin-ware, 

Iron  spades,  and  all  other  sorts  of  iron 
tools  used  in  agriculture, 

Old  clothes, and  new  articles  of  dress  worn 
by  farmers,  J 

And  mark— horses  and  other  cattle  sold  by  public  auction  by  a licensed  auctioneer,  either  on  the 
market-square  or  in  the  pound,  are  made  to  pay,  horses  Is.  each  ; other  cattle,  a lesser  sum. 

Communicated  to  me,  by  Mr.  Festtts  Kelly,  Auctioneer. 


Grass,  in  bundles, 

Rape-seed, 

Hay-seed, 

Peas  and  beans, 

Flax-seed, 

Parsnip  and  cabbage  seeds, 

Cabbage  plants,  and  mangel-wurzel, 
Bread,  India  meal,  confectionary, 
Oatmeal  and  flour, 

Delft- ware  and  earthenware, 

Baskets,  intended  for  farm  labour,  and 
sieves, 

Vetches,  and  many  other  small  articles. 


Mr.  Michael  Keane,  the  gentleman  whose  evidence  you  have  already  taken,  wishes  to  state  the 
following  fact  to  which  he  was  an  eye-witness : — A bag  of  wheat  is  put  into  the  scale,  when  about  bein°- 
weighed,  li  stone  or  so  of  potatoes  were  thrown  into  the  same  scale  ; when  they  were  weighed  in  a 
hasty  manner,  a bag  of  oats  or  barley  was  thrown  iu;  and  before  sufficient  time  was  given, &a  quarter 
of  beef  was  thrown  iu;  and  before  the  beef  was  properly  weighed,  a few  fleeces  of  wool  were  thrown 
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Patrick  Kennedy. 
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Sir.  John  Coffey. 
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jn,  neither  of  which  was  weighed  properly.  A pound  of  corn  is  value  for  scarce  1<Z.,  when  beef  is 
worth  id.  per  pound,  wool,  Is.  Id.  per  pound.  Justice  cannot  be  done  by  this  hasty  and  hurried  indis- 
criminate method  of  weighing. 

One  year  ago  I bought  hay  beyond  Ennis,  weighed  it  in  my  own  yard,  with  Mr.  Bianconi  s scales 
and  weights,  and  for  his  use,  yet  custom  was  demanded,  and  obliged  to  be  paid.  Amount  of  custom 
5s.  The  hay  never  came  into  the  market-square. 

There  are  many  other  cases  of  great  and  serious  injustice  mentioned  to  me,  but  it  would  take  too 
much  of  your  time  to  go  over  all  the  cases  that  could  bo  brought  forward.  The  above-named  Mr. 
Keane,  is  a respectable,  intelligent  man,  and  what  he  states  may  be  taken  as  strict  evidence.  With 
best  respects  for  your  kind  and  persevering  gentlemanly  inquiry,  I am  yours,  respectfully, 

Thomas  Boland,  l.a.d. 

John  Gantley  examined. 

1929.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a seller  of  fish  in  this  market. 

1930.  What  do  you  wish  to  state  to  us? — I brought  a cart-load  of  fish  into  the  market 
some  time  ago,  and  paid  3 d.  toll  upon  it.  I placed  two  tables  before  my  cart  for  the  purpose 
of  selling  my  fish,  and  the  toll-collector  came  to  me  and  told  me  I must  pay  Id.  more  for 
each  of  the  tables.  I told  him  I would  not  do  so,  as  I had  already  paid  toll  for  the  cart. 
He  went  away  and  brought  back  Anthony  Hines,  who  said  I must  pay  the  2d.  I refused 
again  to  pay  it,  and  the  man  who  first  came  up  attempted  to  seize  some  of  my  fish,  I tried 
to  prevent  him,  and  he  struck  me  with  his  stick.  I was  very  severely  beaten. 

Bridget  O’Dea  examined. 

1931.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I sell  fish  in  the  market. 

1932.  Have  you  any  complaint  to  make  against  the  toll- collectors  ? — Yes.  I put  two  old 
butts  of  herrings  together  to  sell ; the  toll-collector,  a man  named  Fahy,  came  up  and  told 
me  I must  pay  2d.  toll.  I refused  to  do  so,  as  I had  paid  him  before.  Fahy  attempted  to 
take  some  of  my  fish,  and  I tried  to  stop  him,  when  Hines  struck  me  on  the  arm  and  very 
nearly  broke  it.  I have  not  been  able  to  make  use  of  it  since.  I am  certain  that  he  struck 
me  before  I struck  him. 

Patrick  Kennedy  examined. 

1933.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a broguemaker. 

1934.  What  complaint  have  you  to  make  against  the  toll-collectors  ? — When  I leave  home 
with  a bundle  of  brogues,  the  toll-collector,  if  I do  not  at  once  pay  him,  seizes  my  brogues. 
This  frequently  occurs,  though  my  brogues  are  not  sold.  He  charges  2d.  every  fair-day. 

Mr.  John  Coffey  examined. 

1935.  Have  you  any  complaints  against  the  toll-collector  ? — I have.  Yesterday,  a man  with 
some  skins  on  his  back  was  obliged  to  pay  toll  for  them,  though  they  are  not  on  the  toll- 
board.  If  I brought  four  pottles  of  sour  milk  to  town  to  sell,  he  would  charge  1 d.  for  each 
pottle  of  it. 

Mr.  Patrick  Glynn  examined. 

1936.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a hotel -keeper,  in  this  town. 

1937.  Can  you  offer  any  suggestions  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  stated  ? — I can. 
Charges  for  toll  and  weighing  are  levied  upon  corn  whether  it  is  sold  in  the  town  or  not, 
and  the  toll-collectors  exact  the  toll  by  force.  A woman  came  into  my  shop  with  a small 
quantity  of  butter  the  other  day,  some  of  my  family  purchased  a pound  of  it.  Hines  came 
into  the  shop  and  demanded  toll  from  her ; he  took  hold  of  her  cloak  and  said,  “ You  must 
pay  the  custom:  you  escaped  me  the  other  day,  but  I have  caught  you  now.”  She  did  not  sell 
more  than  one  pound,  and  he  charged  her  \d.  toll.  The  violence  with  which  the  toll  is 
collected  is  also  very  objectionable,  and  no  justice  could  be  obtained  whilst  Lord  Gort  was 
on  the  bench.  If  a case  came  before  the  magistrates  at  petty  sessions,  he  would  only  fine 
the  person  charged  one  shilling.  Upon  one  occasion,  I refused  to  pay  the  half  custom  to 
Mr.  Mangan.  He  insisted  upon  my  paying  it,  and  I did  so ; but  I processed  him  for  the  amount ; 
but  I found  I was  late  for  the  sessions,  so  1 did  not  proceed  with  it.  The  tolls  were  once 
let  at  £30  a-year. 

Patrick  Hare  examined. 

1938.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— I am  a labouring  man.  I was  a toll-collector  for 
three  years. 

1939.  Can  you  read  ? — I can. 

1940.  Did  you  collect  tolls  on  the  gaps  at  the  fairs  ?— I did ; I was  the  servant  boy  at 
Mrs.  Hines’,  and  I used  to  be  sent  out  to  collect  tolls. 

1941  Did  you  ever  collect  tolls,  which  were  not  on  the  toll-board  ? — I did. 

1942.  Are  tolls  ever  collected  on  the  same  article  twice  over  on  the  same  day  ? — Yes,  I 
have  known  it  done  on  both  furniture  and  brogues. 

1943.  Suppose  a person  refused  to  pay,  what  would  you  do  ? — I would  seize  the  articles 
he  had  for  sale  ; I was  desired  to  do  so,  and  I was  obliged  to  obey  my  orders,  or  I should 
have  been  dismissed  by  Mr.  Hines. 

1944.  Had  you  any  list  of  the  tolls  you  were  to  charge? — I had  not. 
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1945.  Were  you  very  particular  as  to  the  amount  of  toll  you  levied  on  each  article  ? I 

was  not.  T ... 

1946.  You  had  no  written  or  printed  list  of  the  tolls? — I had  not,  I went  mostly  by 

guess-work.  , , , . 0 , 

1947.  If  you  were  in  doubt,  would  you  take  more  or  less  than  you  were  entitled  to  r 1 

would  take  more.  , _ 

1948.  Have  you  ever  tendered  an  oath  at  a fair  ?— I have,  but  I was  obliged  to  do  so. 

1949.  Did  people  pay  the  toll  at  once  ? — They  generally  did.  „ T , x , 

1950.  Did  you  generally  carry  a stick,  when  you  were  in  the  gap  ? — 1 did ; I wanted  one 
for  the  cattle. 

Martin  Chamberlaine  examined. 


1951.  Have  you  any  complaint  against  the  toll-collectors  ? — I have.  A man  I knew  sold 
a calf  for  a Is.,  and  he  was  obliged  to  pay  2d.  for  toll.  The  cattle  are  very  much  injured 
in  going  into  and  coming  out  of  the  fairs  and  markets  under  the  present  system. 


James  Lahiff,  esq.,  J.P.,  examined. 

1952.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  stated? — I am 
the  proprietor  of  the  market-place.  Mr.  Knox  has  only  purchased  the  right  to  levy  the 
tolls.  Cases  have  frequently  been  brought  before  the  magistrates  at  petty  sessions  of  riots 
arising  out  of  the  system  adopted  in  the  market. 


Mr.  Anthony  Hines  re-examined. 

1953.  You  have  heard  the  statement  which  has  been  made  respecting  the  riot  which 
occurred,  in  consequence  of  a fishmonger  placing  tables  before  his  cart : is  the  charge 

true  ? The  charge  was  made,  and  the  case  went  before  the  magistrates,  who  dismissed  the 

case.  The  tables  were  a long  way  from  the  cart,  and  two  different  persons  selling  the  fish. 
I had  nothing  to  say  to  those  matters.  I do  not  think  a person  would  be  charged  for  a 
standing,  if  they  placed  a table  at  their  cart  for  the  sale  of  their  articles. 

1954.  Are  the  men  engaged  in  that  transaction  still  in  the  employment  of  Mrs.  Hines? — 
They  are. 

1 955.  You  have  heard  the  statement  as  to  the  rough  manner  in  which  women  are  treated : 

is  that  the  fact  ?— It  is  not.  Their  cloaks  will  sometimes  he  raised  to  ascertain  whether 
they  have  any  thing  under  them.  . 

1956.  What  do  you  say  with  respect  to  the  charge  made  against  you  of  having  struck 
Bridget  O’Dea,  and  injured  her  arm? — She  struck  me  first,  and,  with  her  daughter,  was 
resisting  the  payment  of  the  toll;  and  I admit  I struck  her  with  the  hoop  of  the  cask,  in 
which  the  herrings  were;  but  her  arm  was  not  seriously  injured. 

1957.  What  do  you  say  to  the  statement  of  Patrick  Hare  ? — I think  that  a great  deal  of 
what  he  says  is  true. 


Loughrea,  October  22,  1852. 

Thomas  Mac/clin,  esq.,  examined. 

1958.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  this  town  ; I am  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners. 

1959.  Under  what  patent  is  the  market  held? — We  have  never  seen  the  patent,  and  I 
have  no  idea  of  the  date  of  it. 

1960.  When  was  the  market  established  ? — From  time  immemorial,  but  an  alteration  has 
recently  been  made  in  the  tolls  which  are  levied. 

1961.  Does  the  patent  specify  the  amount  of  the  tolls  to  be  levied,  ordoes  it  merely  give 
a right  to  levy  the  usual  and  accustomed  tolls  ? — I do  not  know : I have  endeavoured  upon 
various  occasions  to  see  the  patent,  but  I have  never  been  able  to  do  so. 

1962.  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market  days  ? — Once  a week,  upon 
every  Thursday ; but  on  Saturday  there  is  a meat  market. 

1963.  Does  the  patent  specify  Thursday  as  the  market  day? — I do  not  know. 

1964.  Who  is  the  owner  of  the  market  ? — The  Marquess  of  Clanricarde. 

1965.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market  ? — They  are ; and  impositions  have  been  practised  by 
levying  toll  upon  articles  not  upon  the  toll-board,  such  as  eggs,  fowl,  and  small  quantities 
of  butter,  or  rushes  and  brooms.  I have  seen  the  toll-collectors  taking  handfuls  of  eggs  and 
other  articles  from  poor  persons  refusing  to  pay  toll. 

1966.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  schedule  lodged  with  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  this  county, 
pursuant  to  the  act? — I have  not;  I have  remonstrated  with  the  toll-collector  forexacting 
certain  tolls,  and  he  said  that  if  he  did  not  do  so  he  would  be  dismissed. 

1967.  Does  Lord  Clanricarde  collect  the  toll  himself? — No,  he  leased  them  to  a Mr. 
Dolphin  for  three  lives,  one  of  which  is  still  in  existence.  A receiver  has  been  appointed 
over  the  interest  of  lessee,  and  the  tolls  are  put  up  every  year  in  the  master's  office,  for  sale 
to  the  highest  bidder. 

1968.  Are  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  the  seller  in  the  market  ? — By  the  seller. 

1969.  Are  tolls  in  the  fairs  paid  by  the  buyer  or  seller? — By  the  buyer  on  all  cattle. 

1970.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place? — No,  there  is  a square  in  the  street  which 
serves  as  a market-place,  but  corn  and  potatoes  arc  sold  through  the  streets  of  the  town. 
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1971.  Is  the  sale  of  agricultural  produce  confined  to  the  market  square? — It  is  not;  hut, 
as  a general  rule,  the  corn  goes  to  one  place,  and  the  potatoes  to  another. 

1972.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed  in  the  market? — No;  different  persons  act  upon 
each  day. 

1973.  Have  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  weights,  and  scales,  been  provided  for  the 
market  ? — Y es. 

1974.  Has  a weighmaster  been  sworn  under  the  4th  Anne,  c.  14  ? — No. 

1975.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  market  weighed  in  the  market  scales? — 
Whatever  corn  is  bought  in  the  market  is  weighed  in  the  market  scales. 

1976.  Suppose  a person  was  to  buy  corn  or  potatoes  in  the  market,  and  take  it  out  of 
the  market  without  weighing,  would  he  have  to  pay  any  thing  ? — He  would. 

1977.  What  are  the  charges  made  for  weighing? — One  penny  for  every  draught  under 
twelve  stone,  and  2d.  for  every  draught  exceeding  it. 

1978.  What  are  the  charges  on  potatoes? — Two  pence  per  sack  on  every  draught  from 
twelve  stone  to  twenty  stone. 

1979.  Explain  the  system  of  weighing  adopted  in  the  market? — I was  present  at  the 
weighing  of  a sack  of  potatoes  yesterday,  the  sack  weighed  thirty-two  stone  to  the  ground, 
and  but  thirty  stone  and  a-half  was  allowed.  If  justice  had  been  done  to  him,  he  ought,  in 
my  opinion,  to  have  been  paid  for  thirty- one  stone  and  a-half. 

1980.  How  many  pounds  would  it  take  to  bring  the  scale  from  standing  beam  to  down 
weight  ? — I should  say,  about  four  pounds. 

1981.  What  height  are  the  scales  from  the  ground,  at  standing  beam? — About  nine 
inches. 

1 982.  Then,  in  the  case  to  which  you  have  alluded,  the  gross  weight  was  about  thirty-two 
stone  four  pounds. 

1983.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  weighing  ? — Seven  pounds. 

1984.  If  the  gross  weight  is  less  than  seven  pounds,  it  is  thrown  out  ? — It  is  either  seven 
pounds  or  nothing. 

1985.  What  deductions  in  the  nature  of  beamage  or  other  allowances  are  made  in  weigh- 
ing?— One  stone  is  allowed  for  beamage,  and  the  weight  of  the  empty  sack,  where  the 
gross  weight  of  the  corn  does  not  exceed  four  hundred  weight,  and  one  stone  and  a-half 
where  it  does. 

1986.  Does  the  weighmaster  keep  a book,  in  which  he  enters  the  quantity  sold,  average 
price  and  amount? — There  is  only  an  account  of  the  number  of  sacks  sold. 

1987.  Does  the  weighmaster  give  any  docket  to  the  buyer  or  seller? — If  required,  he 
does ; but  if  not,  he  marks  the  weight  of  the  corn  with  chalk  upon  the  seller’s  hat,  and 
which  lie  keeps  until  he  receives  the  toll. 

1988.  When  the  weighmaster  gives  a docket,  does  he  keep  any  copy  of  it  ? — He  does  not. 

1989.  If  the  seller  lost  his  docket,  could  the  weighmaster  give  a copy  it  ? — He  could  not. 

1990.  Do  you  sell  by  the  barrel  in  this  town  ? — We  do. 

1991.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  wheat? — Twenty  stone. 

1992.  What  of  oats? — F ourteen  stone. 

1993.  What  of  barley? — Sixteen  stone. 

1994.  What  of  potatoes? — Forty  stone,  but  potatoes  arc  generally  sold  by  the  stone, 
which  is  calculated  at  sixteen  pounds.  Yesterday  I saw  a boy  weighing  a sack  of  potatoes, 
which  weighed  twelve  stone  down  to  the  ground,  and  he  was  only  paid  for  ten  stone  and 
a-half. 

1995.  Is  a stone  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdupois  ? — It  is,  except  in  the 
case  of  potatoes  and  wool,  which  are  calculated  at  sixteen  pounds  to  the  stone. 

1996.  Does  a hundred-weight  always  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdu- 
pois ? — It  does,  except  in  the  above  cases. 

1997.  What  deductions,  are  made  in  weighing  wool? — We  take  standing  beam,  weigh 
with  a pound,  and  deduct  four  pounds  for  beamage  on  every  pack.  Tret  is  usually  a matter 
of  arrangement  between  the  buyer  and  seller,  I believe  one-fortieth,  or  eight  pounds  out  of 
every  twenty  stone,  is  generally  the  allowance. 

1998.  What  are  the  charges  for  weighing  wool? — Three  pence  or  Ad.,  1 believe,  upon 
each  bag. 

1999.  Is  butter  sold  in  this  town  ? — It  is,  but  it  is  sold  in  very  small  quantities. 

2000.  What  quantity  of  corn  is  sold  on  a market  day  ? — I cannot  tell. 

200!.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 
efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  the  produce  brought  into  the  town 
should  be  weighed  and  sold  ? — I would  be  decidedly  in  favour  of  such  a market. 

2002.  Do  you  not  think  corn  should  be  weighed  like  any  other  commodity, abolishing  all 
deductions  or  allowances,  and  afterwards  taring  the  sack,  and  deducting  its  exact  weight 
from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn,  allowing  the  purchaser  to  regulate  his  price  accord- 
ingly  ? — I would  ; I think  such  would  be  a very  beneficial  arrangement. 

2003.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  through 
the  country  ? — I would ; there  is  a great  confusion  as  the  matter  rests  at  present. 

2004.  Do  you  think  that  the  people  give  a higher  price  for  corn  in  markets  where  the 
deductions  and  allowances  are  large,  than  where  they  are  small  ? — 1 do  not  think  they 
do ; they  take  the  amount  of  the  deductions  or  allowances  very  little  into  consideration  in 
making  their  bargains.  If  a person  bought  corn  here,  and  brought  it  to  Ballinasloe,  he 
would  make  by  reason  of  the  deductions.  I have  known  instances  of  this  having  been 
done.  A market  has  been  recently  established  at  Kiltive,  to  which  the  people  of  this 
neighbourhood  give  a preference,  in  consequence  of  the  deductions  being  less  in  amount. 
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LOUGIIREA, 
22nd  October , 1 S-W. 

148. 

Tbos.  Macklin,  C3q. 


2005.  What  accommodation  is  given  in  this  town  in  return  for  the  tolls?  None. 

2000  How  are  the  tolls  applied  ?— The  tenant  pays  Lord  Clanricarde  Ins  rent,  and  no 
value  in  return  is  given  to  the  townspeople.  It  would  be  a great  improvement  if  the 
Town  Commissioners  had  the  application  of  the  tolls. 

2007.  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  the  town  in  a year?— Four;  upon  2nd  May,  1st 

December,  1st  August,  and  1st  February.  . . 

2008.  Is  there  an  enclosed  fair-green  ? — There  is  a large  fair-green,  which  is  partially 

enclosed ; but  in  winter  time  it  is  almost  impossible  to  stand  in  it  without  injury  to  your- 
self and  your  cattle.  . . , . , ».../?•■) 

2009.  Are  tolls  collected  when  the  cattle  are  going  into  or  coming  out  of  the  fan- . 

When  they  are  going  out,  if  the  cattle  are  sold. 

2010.  How  is  it  ascertained  whether  the  cattle  are  sold  or  not  ? The  person  at  the  toll- 
nap  tenders  an  oath  to  the  person  in  charge  of  the  cattle,  in  case  the  cattle  are  not  sold. 

If  he  objects  to  clear  the  cattle  in  this  way,  he  is  obliged  to  pay  toll.  This  proceeding  is 

considered  by  the  people  as  equivalent  to  an  oath.  . , , , 

2011  Would  it  not  be  better  to  oblige  the  proprietor  to  give  a commodious  and  enclosed 
fair-green,  in  which  all  the  cattle  should  be  sold,  and  obliged  to  pay  a smaller  toll  than 
they  do  at  present  when  entering  it? — If  the  charge  was  a fair  one,  I think  it  would  be  a 
good  plan,  and  no  person  would  object  to  pay  a small  toll  upon  their  entrance  into  the 

fair-green,  for  the  standing  of  their  cattle,  instead  of  the  present  system. 

2012.  Are  many  of  the  fairs  in  this  neighbourhood  held  upon  the  public  roads.— -I es; 
and  tolls  are  collected  on  them  just  as  if  a commodious  fan-  green  was  given.  I think 
that  every  proprietor  should  be  compelled  to  provide  a proper,  commodious,  and  enclosed 

2013.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  made  of  the  manner  in  which  tolls  are 

collected  ? — I have.  Tolls  are  collected  upon  articles  which  are  not  upon  the  toll-board ; 
women  are  subjected  to  very  coarse  treatment,  to  ascertain  whether  they  have  any  small 
articles,  such  as  butter  or  eggs,  concealed  under  their  clothes,  and  their  handkerchiefs  or 
aprons  are  taken  as  pledges  from  the  poor  people  coming  into  the  town  to  secure  the  pay- 
ment Of  the  tolls.  noc-  f t 

2014.  What  class  of  persons  are  generally  selected  to  collect  tolls  . — borne  oi  them,  1 

must  say,  are  very  respectable  men ; but  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  administer  oaths  to 
persons  leaving  the  gaps  at  fairs.  , , , ,.  . 

2015.  Has  the  right  to  levy  tolls  which  are  not  upon  the  toll- board  ever  been  questioned 
before  the  magistrates  ?— Yes,  and  it  was  decided  that  they  had  no  right  to  do  so ; but  the 
people  would  rather  submit  to  the  imposition  than  go  to  the  trouble  and  expense  ot  legal 

* 2016.  Js  the  toll-collector’s  name  upon  the  toll-board  ? — It  is  not.  There  ought  to  be  a 
new  toll-board,  as  the  old  one  is  very  much  defaced.  t . T i 

2017.  Do  the  farmers  think  that  they  are  fairly  dealt  with  m this  market . I heard  a 

person  say  he  would  not  bring  his  corn  to  it,  as  he  lost  a great  deal  in  consequence  of  the 
heavy  deductions  which  were  made  here.  The  system  of  weighing  is  however,  I believe, 
very  "fairly  conducted ; but  there  are  persons  at  the  cranes  connected  with  the  forestaUers, 
and  lean  in  their  favour.  Forestalling  is  a great  injury  to  the  town,  as  the  forestaUers 
frequently  use  deficient  weights  and  measures.  . , , 

2018.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures? — There  is.  When  he  detects 
persons  using  deficient  weights  he  proceeds  against  them. 

2019.  How  is  bread  sold  ?— By  the  loaf.  I think  bread  should  always  be  sold  , by 
weight.  I have  weighed  a loaf  I purchased,  and  fourid  it  three-quarters  of  a pound 
deficient  in  a four-pound  loaf.  The  price  might  vary,  but  the  weight  should  not. 

2020  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  more  in  addition  to  what  you  have  already  stated  . — 

There  is  no  charge  upon  the  toll-board  for  fish,  and  yet  I have  seen  the  collectors  taking 
herrino-s  out  of  the  carts  of  the  fish  jobbers  in  lieu  of  toll.  I have  also  known  tolls  to  have 
been  exacted  on  other  days  in  the  week  than  the  market-day.  A meat-  market  is  very 
much  required.  A weigh-bridge  is  also  much  wanted.  There  are  two  beams  for  oats,  one 
for  potatoes,  and  one  for  barley  and  wheat.  The  Linen  Hall  was  formerly  used  as  a market- 
house,  but  it  has  been  latterly  converted  to  other  purposes. 

Pierce  H.  Dolphin,  esq.,  examined.  147. 

Pierce  II.  Dolphin,  esq.,  stated— I am  the  purchaser  of  the  tolls  of  this  town  for  the  p-  H-  dolphin,  esq. 
present  year.  Lord  Clanricarde  demised  the  tolls  for  three  lives,  one  of  which  is  still  m 
existence,  at  a rent  of  £120  per  annum.  A receiver  has  been  appointed  over  the  lessee  s 
interest,  and  the  tolls  are  set  up  every  year  to  auction  by  the  master.  Upon  the  last  occa- 
sion they  were  put  up  I purchased  them  for  £250  per  annum,  and  I am  obliged  to  pay  my 
proportion  of  the  poor  rates.  t.-iuot-u  * 

1 2021.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  patent  under  which  the  market  is  held  .—I  have  not. 

2022.  Do  you  coucur  in  the  statements  which  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Macldin.— I do 
nbt.  The  tolls  are  fixed  by  the  schedule,  and  none  are  exacted  which  I am  not  entitled  to 

1<3  2^)23.  Arc  tolls  levied  upon  articles  which  are  not  on  the  toll-board  ?— I believe  they 
are.  A case  was  brought  before  the  resident  magistrate,  but  was  dismissed  by  him  on  the 

ground  of  some  informality.  , „ n • n i tT„  • i, 

2024  Who  is  the  person  emploved  as  the  collector  of  tolls? — Denis  Daly.  He  is  here. 

2025.  Is  it  true  that  your  collectors  treat  women  in  the  way  that  has  been  described, 
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and  compel  them  when  entering  the  market  to  give  pledges  for  the  payment  of  the  toll  ?— It 
is  not.  People  constantly  conceal  articles  liable  to  toll  under  their  cloaks;  and  the  collector, 
it  he  suspects  they  have  any,  looks  under  their  cloaks,  but  does  not  examine  them  in  the 
manner  described.  If  pledges  are  given  they  are  always  returned  to  the  owner  when  they 
have  paid  the  toll  and  are  leaving  the  market. 

. 202(5.  Is  it  true  that  the  fair-green  is  in  such  an  exposed  situation  ?— It  is  not.  There 
is  not  a better  fair-green  in  the  country,  and  it  is  partly  enclosed,  although  not  upon  all 
sides.  _ It  is  sufficiently  large  and  commodious  for  the  sale  of  all  the  cattle  brought  into  it. 

2027.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  present  system  of  administering  oaths  to  the  person  in 
charge  of  the  cattle,  when  he  is  leaving  the  fair,  is  a bad  one  ? — I do,  as  a general  rule. 

. 202S-  would  you  be  in  favour  of  compelling  the  proprietor  of  the  fair  to  provide  a suffi- 
ciently large  and  commodious  fair-green  for  all  the  cattle  brought  into  it,  and  imposing  a 
small  toll  for  the  standing  of  all  cattle  at  their  entrance,  instead  of  when  they  were  leaving 
it,  if  sold  ? — I would.  ° 

2029.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  through 
the  country  ? — I would. 

2030.  Will  you  give  us  a copy  of  your  toll-board  ?— [ Witness  handed  in  the  following 

list  of  tolls] J J 


Schedule  of  the  Tolls  and  Customs  of  the  Town  of  Loughrea. 


Wheat,  per  barrel,  of  20  stone,  . 0 

Oat  and  barley  meal,  per  bag,  of  20  stone,  0 
Oats,  per  barrel  or  bag,  . . 0 

Oyster-men,  for  hawking  and  selling 
oysters,  . . . .0 

Lemon  and  orange  men,  for  hawking,  drc.,  0 
Fish-joulters,  hawking,  &c.,  . . 0 

Cheese-men  selling  cheese,  . . 0 

Standing  at  market,  . . .0 

Timber-men,  with  cars,  . . 0 

Horses  with  back-loads,  . . 0 

Crockery-men  with  crockery,  . . 0 

Broguemakers  standing  with  brogues 
at  market,  . . . .0 

Peas,  per  20  stone,  . . .0 

Bacon,  per  hog,  . , .0 

Cranage,  . . . ,0 

Scollops,  per  car-load,  . . 0 

„ per  horse  or  back-load,  . 0 
Hurdles  and  kishes,  per  car-load,  . 0 
Retailing  wool,  per  bag,  . . 0 

Roots,  per  car-load,  of  all  kinds,  . 0 
„ per  horse-load,  . . 0 

Hides,  . . . _ 0 

Horse-skins,  . . . .0 

Skippers  and  runners,  . . 0 

Potatoes,  per  sack,  . . .0 

Coal-men  with  coals,  per  sack,  . 0 

Camblet-men  selling  cambles,  . 0 

Butchers,  for  every  cow,  bullock,  or 
heifer,  . . # .0 

For  every  pig,  . . q 

For  every  sheep,  . . .0 

For  every  calf,  . . .0 

Friezes,  flannels,  blanketing,  and 
measurement,  per  piece,  . . 0 

Custom,  only,  . . .0 

Buyers  of  flannels,  friezes,  and  blanket- 
ing, per  car-load,  . . .0 

For  every  horse-load,  . . .0 

Bandling,  per  piece,  . . ,0 

Coarse  sacking,  per  do.,  . , 0 

Cask  and  butter  cranage,  . . 0 

Potters  with  black  pots,  . ft 

Stocking-men  walking  through  the 
market,  . 

Hawkers  walking  through  the  market 
with  boxes, 

Potatoes,  per  basket,  . 


0 1 


Apples,  pears,  and  plums,  per  car-load, 
» » „ per  horse  or 

basket-load,  . . . 

Ashes  for  bleachers  and  soap-boilers, 
per  bag, 

Huxters,  per  week, 

Milch  cows, 

One  year  old  calves, 

Horses, 

Mules, 

Horses  or  back-loads  of  timber, 

Potters  with  black  pots,  of  car-loads,  . 
Timber-men  with  cars, 

Crockery-men  with  crocks, 

Standings  with  boards  across, 

Covered  do., 

Hawkers,  of  every  description, 
Hawkers  hawking, 

Strangers  selling  fish  on  cars,  . 

Huxters  „ 

Retailing  wool,  per  bag, 

Fish-joulters,  hawking, 

Stock  ing-men  walking  through  the 
market,  . 

Broguemakers  at  market, 

Sole-men,  with  soles  at  market, 
Potatoes,  per  borse-load  of  two  baskets, 
Young  pigs  in  kishes,  each. 

Small  cars, 

Veal  calves, 

Plants,  per  car-load, 

Plants,  per  horse-load, 

Coals,  per  car-load, 

Hay,  „ 

Straw,  ,, 

Malt,  per  barrel, 

Boulter-flower,  of  two  hundred-weight, 
being  deemed  equal  to  20  stone  wheat, 
Sheep,  .... 

Ewes  and  lambs, 

Single  sheep  or  calf-skins,  each, 
Calf-skins,  per  load  (and  so  on  propor- 
tionate), and  lamb  and  k id-ski  iis,  per 
dozen,  .... 

Butter  or  lard,  in  rolls,  bowls,  or  dishes, 
&c.,  weight  two  pounds, 

Butter,  exceeding  three  pounds, 

„ four  „ 


s.  d. 

0 6 


0 10 
0 8 


0 2 
0 6 
0 2 
0 2 
0 0^ 
0 1 
0 2 
0 4 


2 


0 3 

0 6 
0 1 
0 1£ 
0 1 


0 0£ 

0 1 


i,  t0i  n 6 .beSt  °f  m7  knowledge  and  belief,  that  the  foregoing  is  a true  copy  of  the  Sclie*- 

lule  of  -l-0118  and  Customs,  as  taken  by  me  from  the  board  suspended  at  the  potato-market. 

Loughrea,  23rd  October,  1802.  M‘E“°T’  ^-Constable. 

I certify  that  the  above  is  a true  copy  of  the  schedule  referred  to. 

A-  Walker,  Sul- Inspector. 
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Denis  Daly  examined. 

2031.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  toll-collector  to  Mr.  Dolphin,  and  I am  also  the 
weighmaster  at  the  corn  and  potato  cranes. 

2032.  You  have  heard  the  deductions  stated  to  be  taken  in  weighing  from  the  gross 
weight  of  the  corn ; were  they  correctly  stated  ? — They  were.  I generally  give  a cast  of 
the  beam,  and  sometimes  the  scale  will  touch  the  ground  ; but  I do  not  always  require  that 
it  should  do  so.  The  smallest  weight  I use  is  seven  pounds. 

2033.  If  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn  was  seven  pounds,  at  standing  beam,  would  you 
throw  it  out  ? — I would ; but  I sometimes  give  and  take. 

2034.  What  weight  would  it  take  to  bring  your  scales  from  standing  beam  to  down 
weight? — About  three  pounds. 

2035.  What  deductions  in  the  nature  of  beamage,  or  other  allowances,  are  made  in 
weighing? — Seven  pounds  for  beamage,  and  seven  pounds  for  empty  sack  up  to  fourteen 
stone,  and  twenty-one  pounds  if  it  is  over  fourteen  stone. 

2036.  What  deductions,  in  the  nature  of  beamage,  or  other  allowances,  are  made  in 
weighing  potatoes  ? — One  stone  for  sack  and  dirt ; sometimes  one  and  a-half  stone  where 
the  sack  is  very  heavy.  There  is  no  beamage  allowed  in  weighing  potatoes. 

2037.  Do  you  weigh  wool  in  your  scales? — I do. 

2038.  What  are  the  deductions,  in  the  nature  of  beamage,  or  other  allowances,  in  weighing 
Wool  ? — Three  pounds  for  beamage  where  the  pack  is  under  three  hundred-weight ; four 
pounds  if  it  exceeds  it.  For  tret,  eight  pounds  out  of  every  twenty  stone,  or  one-fortieth 
part. 

2039.  What  are  the  deductions  in  weighing  butter  ? — Four  pounds  out  of  every  hundred- 
weight. 

2040.  What  are  the  charges  made  for  weighing  oats  in  the  market  scales? — One  penny 
where  the  bag  of  corn  is  under  ten  stone ; 1 \d.  where  it  does  not  exceed  thirteen  stone ; 
and  2 d.  where  it  is  fourteen  stone,  or  upwards. 

2041.  What  are  the  charges  made  for  weighing  wheat  in  the  market  scales  ? — Three 
pence  for  each  barrel ; the  charge  is  8 d.  on  the  toll-board. 

2042.  What  are  the  charges  for  weighing  oatmeal  ? — One  penny  for  every  hundred-weight. 

2043.  What  is  the  charge  for  weighing  butter  ? — Two  pence  for  every  crock ; I have  no 
list  of  my  charges  for  weighing,  but  they  are  all  charged  at  a higher  rate  upon  the  toll-board. 

2044.  Do  you  charge  for  any  article  which  is  not  upon  the  toll-board  ? — I believe  for 
nothing  but  eggs,  hay,  and  straw;  with  respect  to  butter,  large  draughts  of  butter  were  always 
on  the  toll-board,  but  small  ones  were  not,  and  a change  was  made  on  the  toll-board  by 
introducing  upon  it  a charge  of  \d.  for  small  draughts  of  butter. 

2045.  Do  you  ever  charge  toll  upon  an  article  when  it  is  coming  into  the  market? — I do 
not,  except  in  the  case  of  flannel ; but  if  the  person  retailing  it  does  not  sell  it,  he  may  bring 
it  again  into  the  market  without  paying  any  thing  for  it. 

2046.  Did  you  ever  know  of  a charge  being  exacted  upon  fish  going  through  the  town, 
without  its  having  been  sold  ? — I did  not. 

2047.  Do  you  give  a docket  to  the  buyer  or  seller  of  the  quantity,  price,  and  amount? — 
I do  not ; I sometimes  give  a docket  of  the  weight  if  required. 

2048.  Do  you  keep  a book  in  which  you  enter  the  above  particulars? — I do  not ; I only 
keep  a book  for  the  purpose  of  giving  dockets. 

2049.  If  Government  required  you  to  furnish  them  with  a statistical  account  of  the  various 
articles,  average  price,  and  amount,  for  the  last  year,  could  you  do  so  ? — I could  not. 

2050.  Do  you  collect  tolls  upon  any  but  the  market-day? — I do;  tolls  are  collected  upon 
every  day  in  the  week. 

2051.  How  often  do  you  get  your  scales  adjusted? — Four  times  a-year. 

2052.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  complaints  being  made  of  the  system  of  weighing  adopted 
in  the  merchants’  stores  ? — I have  not. 

2053.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  tendering  oaths  to  persons  leaving  a fair,  to  ascertain 
whether  the  cattle,  of  which  they  are  in  charge,  are  sold  or  not? — I do;  I make  the  person 
wishing  to  clear  the  cattle  lay  his  hand  upon  a paper  placed  at  the  gap. 

2054.  Do  you  think  such  a practice  leads  to  much  perjury? — I do  not  know;  some  of 
the  people  would  evade  the  toll  if  they  could. 

2055.  What  is  the  greatest  quantity  of  corn  sold  in  a day  ? — I do  not  know. 

2056.  What  do  you  say  to  the  charge  against  you  of  searching  women,  and  exacting 
pledges  from  them  when  they  are  entering  the  market,  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  toll?— 
I only  look  under  their  cloaks  to  see  if  they  have  any  butter  or  eggs  concealed,  and  the 
pledges  are  always  returned  when  they  are  leaving  the  market,  and  pay  the  toll. 


LOUGHREA, 
22 nd  October,  1852. 

148. 

Denis  Daly. 


Mr.  Hare  examined.  149, 

Mi-.  Hare. 

2057.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  the  inspector  of  the  watch  in  this  town. 

2058.  Can  you  add  any  thing  to  the  statements  which  have  been  made  ? — A respectable 
farmer  told  me  yesterday  that  a toll-collector,  of  the  name  of  White,  demanded  toll  from 
him  three  days  upon  fowl  which  had  been  in  the  market,  and  had  not  been  sold;  he  exposed 
them  for  sale  upon  three  days,  but  was  not  able  to  dispose  of  them,  and  yet  he  was  obliged 
to  pay  toll  upon  each  occasion. 
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BALLINASLOE, 
23rd  October,  1852. 

iiia 

Wm.  H.  Burke,  esq. 


Ballinasloe,  October  23,  1S52. 

William  H.  Burlce,  esq.,  examined. 

2059.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — About  five  miles  from  this  town. 

2060.  What  is  your  occupation?. — I am  the  manager  and  collector  of  the  tolls  to  Lord 
Glancarty. 

2061.  Under  what  patent  is  the  market  held? — The  patent  for  holding  the  market  upon 
every  Saturday  is  a very  old  one,  but  a new  one  has  been  obtained,  in  1840,  for  holding  a 
market  upon  every  Wednesday. 

2062.  When  was  the  market  established  ? — I do  not  know ; from  time  immemorial. 

2063.  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market-days  ? — Twice  a week, 
upon  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday. 

2064.  Who  is  the  present  proprietor  of  the  market  ? — The  Earl  of  Clancarty. 

2065.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market  ? — They  are,  upon  such  articles  as  are  sold,  but  not 
otherwise. 

2066.  Give  a return  of  all  the  articles  upon  which  toll  is  charged,  specifying  the  amount. — 
[ The  witness  handed  in  the  following  list ] : — 


Cows,  of  three  years  old, 

Heifers,  of  two  ditto, 

Calves,  of  one  ditto, 

Calves, 

Horses, 

Pigs,  . 

Sheep, 

Lambs, 

Corn,  for  every  sack  above  fifteen  stone, 


0 1 
0 4 


Corn,  for  every  sack  under  fifteen  and 
above  eight  stone, 

Corn,  for  every  sack  under  eight  stone, 
Hay,  per  load, 

Straw,  per  load, 

Standings, 

Cart-load  of  fowl, 

Every  pack  of  wool, 

Every  poke  of  ditto, 


0 0£ 
0 2 


2067.  Are  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  seller? — By  the  buyer,  in  all  cases,  both  in  the  fairs 
and  markets  ? — There  is  no  charge  upon  cattle  and  articles  not  sold. 

2068.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place? — No,  but  there  is  an  open  square  in  which  the 
market  is  generally  held. 

2069.  Is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  confined  to  that  place? — It  is  not;  a greal, 
quantity  of  it  is  sold  about  the  streets  of  the  town. 

2070.  Do  you  collect  the  tolls  upon  any  day  but  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays? — No;  if 
corn  is  bought  upon  any  other  day  it  is  exempt  from  toll ; on  market-days  all  corn  is  sup- 
posed to  be  brought  into  the  market-place  for  sale,  but  the  payment  is  evaded  as  much  as 
possible. 

2071.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed  in  the  market? — He  has. 

2072.  Have  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  weights,  and  scales,  been  provided  for  the 
mai-ket? — Yes. 

2073.  Has  the  weighmaster  been  sworn  under  the  4th  Anne,  c.  14? — No. 

2074.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town  weighed  in  the  market  scales? — 
It  is  not;  the  greatest  portion  of  it  is  weighed  in  the  merchants’  stores. 

2075.  What  is  the  charge  in  the  market  for  weighing  corn? — One  penny  per  sack, 
irrespective  of  its  weight. 

2076.  What  is  the  charge' for  weighing  potatoes? — Potatoes  are  weighed  free,  but  they 
pay  toll  if  sold. 

2077.  Is  a charge  made  for  weighing  corn  whether  it  is  weighed  in  the  market  or  not? — 
No ; there  is  no  charge  for  weighing  if  the  corn  is  weighed  at  the  merchants’  stores. 

2078.  In  weighing  com  in  the  market  scales  do  you  take  standing  beam? — No,  we  give 
a cast,  but  the  sack  need  not  touch  the  ground. 

2079.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  weighing  at  the  market  scales? — Seven 
pounds. 

2080.  If  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn  was  seven  pounds  at  standing  beam,  would  the 
seven  pounds  be  thrown  out  ? — It  would ; it  is  either  seven  pounds  or  nothing ; but  we 
generally  give  and  take. 

2081. ' What  deductions,  in  the  nature  of  beamage  or  other  allowances,  are  made  in 
weighing? — No  deduction  is  made  for  beamage,  but  we  deduct  seven  pounds  for  the 
weight  of  the  empty  sack.  Sometimes,  on  wet  days,  we  tare  the  sack  and  deduct  its  exact 
weight  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn. 

2082.  Are  the  same  deductions  made  in  weighing  potatoes? — Yes. 

20S3.  Does  the  weighmaster  keep  a book,  in  which  he  enters  the  quantity  of  corn 
sold,  price,  and  amount  ? — He  does  not ; but  he  gives  me  a return  of  the  number  of  sacks 
weighed. 

2084.  Does  the  weighmaster  give  any  docket  to  the  seller,  containing  the  weight,  price, 
and  names  of  the  buyer  and  seller? — No;  the  buyer  is  generally  present  when  the  corn  is 
weighed,  and  if  not,  the  weighmaster  marks  the  quantity  with  chalk  on  the  seller’s  hat. 
The  parties  frequently  get  it  marked  on  the  leaf  of  the  hat,  in  order  that  the  toll-collector 
may  not  see  it  when  they  are  going  out  of  the  market,  and  thereby  evade  the  payment  of 
the  toll. 

2085.  Do  you  ever  exact  toll  upon  any  article  which  is  not  specified  on  the  toll-board  ? — 
I do  not ; I strictly  adhere  to  the  toll-board. 
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2086.  If  Government  required  a statistical  return  of  the  quantity  of  corn  sold  last  year,  BALLINASLOE, 
•with  the  average  price  and  amount,  could  the  weighmaster  furnish  it  ?— He  could  not.  23rd  October,  usa. 

2087.  Do  you  sell  corn  by  the  barrel? — We  do.  150 

2088.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  wheat? — Twenty  stone.  wm.  H Burke,  esq. 

2089.  What  of  oats? — Fourteen  stone. 

2090.  What  of  barley? — Sixteen  stone. 

2091.  What  ot  potatoes  ?— Six  hundred-weight,  or  forty-eight  stone. 

2092.  Does  a stone  always  consist  of  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdupois. — It  does,  except  m 

the  case  of  wool,  which  consists  of  sixteen  pounds.  _ . 

2093.  Docs  a hundred-weight  always  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds,  avoir- 
dupois ? — It  does. 

2094.  Is  there  a butter  market  ? — There  is. 

2095.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter  ? — There  is  not. 

2096.  Is  butter  sold  by  weight  or  lump  ? — By  weight. 

2097.  What  deductions  are  made  in  weighing  butter? — None,  except  the  weight  of  the 

empty  crock.  , , - 

2098.  What  are  the  deductions  in  wool? — We  take  standing  beam,  and  deduct  tour 

pounds  for  heamage  and  the  tare  of  the  empty  sack.  The  tret  is  usually  one-fourth,  or 
eight  pounds  to  every  pack  of  twenty  stone.  . 

2099.  What  is  the  principal  produce  of  the  market? — Oats,  which  is  frequently  sold  by 

sample.  ...  . 

2100.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  of  the  system  of  weighing  m the  merchants 
stores  ? — In  one  case,  a party,  after  having  weighed  in  a merchant’s  stores,  came  to  the 
market  scales,  and  upon  weighing  them  they  were  found  to  weigh  from  a stone  to  a stone 
and  a half  more  than  the  merchant  had  returned  them.  I never  heard  of  any  complaints 
of  the  system  of  weighing  in  Mr.  Hood's  or  Mr.  Lancaster’s  stores,  but  I have  heard 
complaints  of  other  stores. 

2101.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  establishing  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accom- 
modation, an  efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  the  agricultural 
produce  brought  into  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed? — I would ; I am  satisfied  that 
it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  all  parties. 

2102.  Would  not  a smaller  toll  be  sufficient  than  is  now  exacted,  if  such  a market  were 
established  ? — It  would. 

2103.  Do  you  think  that  Lord  Clancarty  could  furnish  more  accommodation  than  he  at 
present  does,  if  such  were  established  ? — I do  ; he  has  it  at  present  in  contemplation  to 
increase  the  market  accommodation,  and  build  a commodious  market-house. 

2104.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  all  agricultural  produce  like  any  other 
commodity,  abolishing  all  deductions,  except  the  tare  of  the  empty  sack,  and  regulating  the 
price  accordingly  ? — I do  think  such  would  be  the  fairest  plan. 

2105.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  through 
the  country  ? — I would  ; it  would  save  a great  deal  of  confusion.  Corn  ought  always  to 
be  sold  by  the  hundred-weight  and  stone. 

2106.  Would  it  bean  advantage  to  define,  by  legal  enactment,  what  should  be  considered 

reasonable  tolls  all  through  the  country  ? — It  would ; I would  assimilate  all  the  tolls  through 
the  country.  „ . 

2107.  Do  you  think  that  a proprietor  should  he  obliged  to  afford  sufficient  market 
accommodation  in  return  for  the  tolls? — I do. 

2108.  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  the  town  ? — Three — on  the  4th  October,  (th  of  May, 
and  4th  of  July. 

2109.  Are  tolls  payable  in  the  fairs?— They  are;  they  are  the  same  as  those  charged 

upon  market-days.  The  tolls  are  always  paid  by  the  buyer,  when  the  cattle  are  going  out 
of  the  fan-.  . 

2110.  Do  the  men  in  charge  of  the  gaps  tender  oaths  to  the  persons  in  charge  of  the 
cattle,  to  make  them  clear  them? — They  do  not ; they  take  their  words  for  it. 

2111.  What  proportion  of  the  cattle  brought  into  the  fairs  leave  them,  being  sold  ?— 

At  the  October  fair  almost  all  the  cattle  are  sold  ; at  the  other  faffs  about  one-third  remain 
unsold. 

2112.  Would  you  he  in  favour  of  compelling  all  proprietors  to  provide  sufficient  accom- 
modation in  the  fairs  for  all  cattle  going  into  them,  and  oblige  all  persons  to  pay  a small  toll 
upon  the  entrauce  of  their  cattle  into  the  fair,  instead  of,  as  at  present,  upon  their  going 
out  ? — It  would  save  a great  deal  of  confusion. 

2113.  Would  not  a very  small  toll  be  sufficient,  if  such  a system  were  adopted? — I 
cannot  say  ; the  proprietor  should  receive  an  adequate  return,  in  the  shape  of  toll,  for  the 
accommodation  he  afforded. 

2114.  What  value  does  Lord  Clancarty  give  for  the  tolls  he  receives  at  the  fairs? — 

There  is  a very  large  fair-green,  -which  contains  nineteen  acres,  besides  giving  iip  the  race 
course  in  his  demesne,  for  the  sheep  faffs,  upon  the  first  day.  The  accommodation  is  quite 
ample  enough. 

2115.  How  is  bread  sold  in  the  town? — Generally  by  hulk,  but  sometimes  by  weight. 

Robert  Eyre,  esq.,  examined. 

2116.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  the  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  in  this 
district,  which  consists  of  half  the  county. 

N 2 


151. 

Robert  Eyre,  esq. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


B ALLIN  A SLOE, 
23 rd  October,  1852. 

151. 

Robert  Eyre,  esq.. 


152. 

Earl  of  Clancarty. 


153. 

Arth.  Bamfield,  esq. 


ATHLONE, 
25th  October,  1852. 

151 

Wm.  Kelly,  esq. 


92  FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 

2117.  Have  you  detected  many  frauds,  in  the  use  of  improper  weights  and  measures? — 
I have  ; I have  held  my  present  situation  for  eighteen  years,  and  I always  find  a greater 
number  of  defective  weights  and  measures  at  Christmas  than  at  any  other  time. 

2118.  Among  what  class  of  people  do  you  generally  detect  frauds  ? — Generally  among 
huxters  and  that  class  of  men ; I have  never  detected  any  fraud  among  respectable  men. 
The  persons  practising  fraud  have  generally  two  sets  of  weights,  one  of  which  is  correct, 
and  the  other  defective.  Upon  my  inspections,  I generally  discover  a correct  and  an 
incorrect  weight. 

2119.  Do  you  consider  that  the  establishment  of  a general  market,  such  as  I have 
described,  would  be  an  advantage  ? — It  would  be  a great  advantage  to  the  farmer  and  to 
the  honest  trader.  It  would  also  do  away  very  much  with  forestalling,  which  prevails  to 
a very  inconvenient  extent  in  this  town. 

2120.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  through 
the  country  ? — I would;  I think  every  tiling  should  be  sold  and  weighed  by  the  hundred- 
weight or  stone.  The  contents  of  the  weights  should  be  assimilated  all  through  the 
country.  I detect  about  thirty  cases  of  improper  weights  being  used  every  year. 

The  Earl  of  Clancarty  was  examined  and  said — I would  he  in  favour  of  a general 
market,  such  as  has  been  described,  and  I had  it  in  contemplation  to  increase  the  market 
accommodation,  and  erect  a commodious  market-house,  as  I think  every  proprietor  is 
bound  to  provide  sufficient  accommodation  in  return  for  the  tolls ; and  I conceive  it  would 
be  most  desirable  if  a small  toll  was  levied  upon  all  cattle  when  they  were  entering  a fair, 
instead  of  when  they  were  going  out,  as  such  led  to  much  confusion.  I also  am  of  opinion, 
that  it  would  be  most  advantageous  if  the  weights  and  measures  through  the  country  were 
assimilated,  as  the  diversity  in  different  places  produces  inconvenience  and  confusion  ; and 
I think  that  what  are  reasonable  and  proper  tolls  should  be  defined  by  the  legislature. 
I consider  the  inquiry  as  a most  important  one,  and  hope  that  it  will  lead  to  legislative 
interference  in  the  foregoing  particulars. 

Arthur  Bamfield,  esq.,  examined. 

2121.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  upon  the  subject-matter  of  this  inquiry  ? — I think  that 
a little  more  inspection  of  the  weights  and  measures  in  this  town  is  desirable,  and  that  the 
inspector  ought  more  frequently  to  visit  the  town.  I also  think  that  all  the  corn  brought 
into  the  town  should  be  weighed  in  the  market  scales.  There  is  no  weigh-bridge,  and 
Mr.  Bianconi,  who  has  one,  weighs  a great  deal  upon  it,  to  the  injury  of  the  market.  Mr. 
Bianconi  charges  3d.  for  every  load  of  hay  or  straw  he  weighs. 


Athlone,  October  25,  1852. 

William  Kelly,  esq.,  examined. 

2122.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  clerk  to  the  Town  Commissioners;  I am  also 
an  attorney. 

2123.  Under  what  patent  is  the  market  held? — It  is  at  present  held  by  the  Town 
Commissioners,  under  a private  Act  obtained  for  the  purpose  last  session,  which,  by  some 
error,  overlooked  the  old  patent. 

2124.  When  was  the  market  established? — I cannot  say:  I believe  a very  long  time 
since. 

2125.  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market-days  ? — Twice  a week — 
every  Tuesday  and  Saturday. 

2126.  Who  is  the  owner  of  the  market? — The  Town  Commissioners,  as  successors  of 
the  old  Corporation,  under  the  private  Act. 

2127.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market? — Yes,  but  only  upon  market-days.  The  Town 
Commissioners  are  empowered  by  the  Act  to  charge  toll  upon  all  the  articles  specified  in 
the  schedule  upon  their  entrance  into  the  town  after  they  have  built  a commodious  market- 
house,  but  at  present  they  only  levy  toll  upon  those  articles  if  they  are  sold. 

2128.  Are  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  the  seller  ? — By  the  seller  in  the  markets,  bv  the 
buyer  in  the  fairs. 

2129.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ? — There  is  not ; and  the  greatest  portion  of  the 
agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town  is  sold  about  the  streets,  which  causes  very  great 
confusion.  The  Town  Commissioners  have  purchased  a piece  of  ground,  which  was  well 
adapted  for  a market-place,  but  the  publicans  felt  that  they  would  suffer  if  it  was  sub- 
stituted for  the  public  streets,  in  consequence  of  its  being  at  some  distance  from  their 
shops,  and  the  piece  of  ground  has  not  since  been  used  as  a market.  It  is  large  enough 
for  that  purpose,  but  there  is  no  market-house  in  the  town. 

2130.  Are  the  tolls  of  the  market  let  ? — They  are,  and  the  lessee  is  in  court. 

2131.  Is  any  toll  levied  upon  corn  ? — No  ; but  a charge  is  made  for  weighing  it  in  the 
market;  and  if  it  is  weighed  anywhere  else  an  account  of  the  quantity  weighed  is  kept,  and 
a settlement  made  by  the  merchant  with  the  lessee. 

2132.  Who  attends  at  the  market  scales  ? — Persons  appointed  for  that  purpose,  by  Flynn, 
the  lessee. 

2133.  Have  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  weights,  and  scales  been  provided  ? — Yes ; 
but  there  is  no  weigh-bridge. 

2134.  Has  the  person  who  attends  at  the  cranes  been  sworn  under  4th  Anne,  c.  14  ? — 
No. 
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2135.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town  weighed  in  the  market  scales? — 
No  ; a very  small  quantity  of  it  is  weighed  there. 

2130.  Is  any  charge  made  for  weighing,  independent  of  the  toll? — No,  there  is  not. 

2137.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures? — There  is;  he  occasionally  visits 
the  market  to  exact  his  fees,  and  for  other  purposes ; he  sometimes  confiscates  the  scales 
and  weights,  and  his  inspection  is  over  for  six  months.  The  inspection  of  weights  and 
measures  in  this  town  is  not  efficiently  carried  on. 

2138.  Is  he  still  paid  his  salary  ? — I cannot  say. 

2139-  What  is  the  gross  annual  amount  of  the  tolls? — About  £200  per  annum,  which 
was  disposed  of  in  the  cleansing  of  the  town ; but  the  Town  Commissioners  have  been 
obliged  to  discontinue  the  contract  from  want  of  funds.  A portion  of  the  tolls  were  also 
applied  in  purchasing  the  piece  of  ground  I mentioned. 

2140.  Is  there  a fair-green  ? — There  is  ; but  it  is  not  enclosed,  and  the  fairs  are  held 
about  the  streets. 

2141.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  fairs  ? — Yes,  upon  cattle  which  have  been  sold,  when  they 
are  going  out  of  the  fair. 

2142.  Do  the  persons  in  charge  of  the  gap  ever  tender  an  oath  to  the  persons  in  charge 
of  the  cattle,  to  ascertain  whether  the  cattle  are  sold  ? — They  do  not ; they  bring  them  up 
to  the  gap,  and  ask  him  to  touch  a paper  and  say  whether  the  cattle  are  sold  or  not. 

2143.  Is  not  the  person  in  charge  of  the  cattle  under  the  impression  that  he  is  taking 
an  oath  ? — He  is. 

2144.  Would  it  not  be  a more  satisfactory  arrangement  to  provide  an  enclosed  and 
commodious  fair-green,  in  which  all  the  cattle  brought  into  the  fan-  should  be  sold,  and  to 
impose  a toll  upon  all  cattle  upon  their  entrance  into  it,  and  not  upon  their  leaving  it,  when 
sold  ? — It  would.  I think  that  many  persons  evade  paying  toll  under  the  present  system. 

2145.  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  having  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accom- 
modation, an  efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  the  agricultural 
produce  brought  into  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I would  be  in  favour  of  the 
establishment  of  such  a market  if  means  were  provided  for  paying  the  expense  of  it.  Our 
principal  produce  is  wheat,  which  is  sold  in  the  merchants’  stores. 

2146.  But  if  all  the  agricultural  produce  was  brought  into  the  market  and  sold  there, 
would  there  not  be  sufficient  means  to  defray  the  expenses  ? — I think  there  would ; and  if 
sufficient  means  were  provided,  I should  be  in  favour  of  the  general  market  you  have 
described. 

2147.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  at  the  merchants’  stores  ? — I have  heard 
of  frauds  having  been  practised  ; but  reports,  which  are  untrue,  are  frequently  circulated, 
where  it  is  the  interest  of  parties  to  do  so. 

2148.  Do  you  not  think  that  opportunities  are  afforded  to  the  dishonest  merchant  of 
practising  frauds  in  weighing  at  his  own  stores  ? — I do ; there  is  nothing  to  prevent  him  if 
he  chooses  to  be  dishonest.  The  country  people,  however,  have  a very  good  idea  of  the 
weight  of  their  own  sacks,  and  are  not  behind  the  merchant  in  attempting  to  practise 
frauds.  They  frequently  place  a churn  inside  the  sack,  and  they  fill  the  space  between  it 
and  the  sack  with  good  corn,  whilst  they  fill  the  inside  of  it  with  corn  of  an  inferior 
quality;  they  then  draw  out  the  churn,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  detect  this  fraud,  as  the 
top  and  bottom  of  the  sack,  as  well  as  the  sides,  show  good  grain. 

2149.  Do  you  not  think  that  a heavy  penalty  should  be  imposed  upon  the  commission 
of  any  fraud,  whether  it  was  upon  the  part  of  the  buyer  or  seller  ? — I think  there  should, 
without  any  power  to  the  magistrates  of  mitigating  the  penalty,  the  minimum  of  which 
should  be  a real  one,  and  not  a mere  nominal  one. 

2150.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  legislature  defining  what  should  be  considered 
reasonable  and  proper  tolls  ? — I would ; I think  the  amount  levied  for  tolls  should  be 
assimilated  through  the  entire  country. 

2151.  Do  you  not  think  that  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  through  the  entire 
country  would  be  desirable  ? — I do. 

2152.  Would  you  oblige  the  proprietor  of  a fair  to  give  sufficient  accommodation  in  a 
commodious  fair-green,  and  compel  all  cattle  to  he  brought  into  it  ? — I would ; and  if  this 
were  done,  a smaller  toll  might  be  sufficient. 

2153.  Would  you  levy  toll  upon  all  cattle  going  into  a fair  instead  of  coming  out  ? — I 
would.  A very  great  temptation  is  afforded  to  parties  to  commit  fraud  at  the  gap. 


ATHLONE, 

25 th  October,  1852. 

m. 

Wm.  Kelly,  esq. 


Mr.  James  Flynn  examined.  jgg 

2154.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  lessee  of  the  tolls.  Sir.  James  Flynn. 

2155.  Are  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  seller  ? — By  the  seller,  in  the  market. 

2156.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  market  weighed  in  the  market  scales? — 

No ; a great  quantity  of  corn  is  weighed  in  the  merchants’  stores. 

2157.  What  are  the  charges  made  for  weighing  in  the  market  scales? — One  penny  per 
hundred-weight.  The  merchants  keep  an  account  of  the  quantity  they  weigh,  and  make  a 
return  of  it  to  me. 

2158.  Are  tolls  paid  unless  the  article  is  sold? — No. 

2159.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight? — Down  weight. 

2160.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  ? — Seven  pounds ; if  the  gross  weight  of  the 
corn  was  not  seven  pounds,  I throw  it  out.  It  must  be  either  seven  pounds  or  nothing. 
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ATHLONE, 
25t/»  October,  1853. 

155. 

Mr.  James  Flvnn. 


2161.  Wliat  are  the  deductions,  in  the  nature  of  beamage  or  other  allowances,  made 

by  you  in  weighing  ? — I make  no  deduction  for  beamage,  but  I deduct  seven  pounds  for 
the  weight  of  the  empty  sack ; and  if  the  party  is  not  satisfied,  he  may  have  his  sacks  fared, 
and  deduct  their  exact  weight  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn.  . 

2162.  Explain  the  system  you  employ  of  weighing  potatoes. — We  require  down  weight, 
and  deduct  seven  pounds  per  hundred-weight  for  dirt,  and  seven  pounds  for  the  weight  of 
the  empty  sack ; but  if  the  party  wishes  it,  the  sacks  are  tared. 

2163.  Explain  the  system  of  weighing  oatmeal  in  the  market.— Me  weigh  to  a pound, 
down  weight,  tare  the  sack,  and  deduct  its  exact  weight  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  meal. 

2164.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  wool  ? — We  take  standing  beam,  weigh  to  a 
pound,  and  deduct  four  pounds  for  beamage,  together  with  the  weight  of  the  empty  pack. 
One-fortietli,  or  eight  pounds,  from  every  twenty  stone,  is  also  deducted  for  tret. 

2165.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  butter? — We  require  down  weight,  weigh  to  a 

pound,  and  deduct  four  pounds  for  every  hundred-weight,  and  the  actual  weight  oi  the 
crock.  . ,, 

2166.  Does  the  weighmaster  keep  a book  in  which  he  enters  the  quantity  oi  corn  sold, 
the  average  price  and  amount,  with  the  names  of  the  buyer  and  the  seller?— He  does  not. 

2167.  Does  he  give  any  docket  of  the  quantity  sold  to  the  buyer  or  the  seller  ? — lie  does, 
if  he  is  required;  but  he  generally  marks  the  weight  of  each  sack  with  chalk  upon  the 
seller’s  hat ; the  buyer  is  generally  present,  and  that  is,  therefore,  thought  sufficient. 

2168.  Does  the  weighmaster  keep  any  copy  of  the  docket?— He  does  not. 

2169.  If  the  seller  lost  his  docket,  could  he  supply  him  with  a duplicate  of  it? — He 

could  not.  . . , 

2170.  If  Government  required  him  to  furnish  a statistical  account  of  the  quantity  sold, 
average  price,  and  amount,  could  he  do  so  ? — He  could  not. 

2171.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  of  the  system  of  weighing  adopted  m the  mer- 

chants’ stores? — I have  ; some  people  are  dissatisfied  with  the  weight  they  give,  and,  a, ter 
having  weighed  their  corn  at  their  stores,  will  again  weigh  it  in  the  market  scales,  to  see 
Whether  justice  had  been  done  to  them.  An  instance  of  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  merchant 
never  came  to  my  knowledge.  _ 

2172.  Are  the  same  deductions  made  in  merchants’  stores  as  in  the  market  scales?— 


2173.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  wheat  ? — Twenty  stone. 

2174.  What  of  oats? — Fourteen  stone. 

2175.  What  of  barley? — Sixteen  stone. 

2176.  What  of  beans? — Sixteen  stone. 

2177.  What  of  potatoes  ? — Potatoes  are  generally  sold  by  the  hundred-weight. 

2178.  Is  a stone  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdupois ?— It  is;  except 
in  wool,  which  is  calculated  at  sixteen  pounds. 

2179.  Does  a hundred-weight  always  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds,  avoir- 
dupois?— It  does. 

2180.  Have  you  an  inspector  of  butter? — No. 

2181.  Is  butter  sold  by  weight  or  by  lump  ? — By  weight.  _ 

2182.  Have  you  heard  of  any  frauds  practised  in  the  butter  market? — No. 

2183.  What  is  the  greatest  quantity  of  corn  you  ever  knew  to  have  been  sold  in  a week 
in  this  town? — About  4.000  barrels. 

2184.  Have  you  a weigh-bridge  ? — Yes. 

2185.  Are  tolls  levied  upon  cattle  in  a fair,  whether  they  are  sold  or  not? — No ; if  they 
are  sold,  when  the  cattle  are  coming  out  of  the  fair,  the  person  in  charge  of  the  cattle,  if 
required,  is  obliged  to  clear  them  by  placing  his  hand  on  a piece  of  paper  in  the  gap.  If 
a man  refused  to  clear  his  cattle  in  this  way,  I would  make  him  go  before  a magistrate  and 
make  a declaration  under  the  Act.  This  is  a very  inconvenient  practice,  as  it  is  often  very 
difficult  to  find  a magistrate. 

2186.  Do  half  of  the  cattle  who  go  into  a fair  pay  the  toll? — I think  about  half. 

2187.  Would  half  the  toll  now  levied  produce  as  good  an  income  if  all  the  cattle  were 
obliged  to  pay  toll  upon  their  entrance  into  the  fair,  as  they  do  at  present? — It  would; 
and  I think  such  an  arrangement  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  all  parties. 

2188.  How  many  fairs  are  annually  held  in  this  town  ? — Four. 

2189.  Do  the  merchants  make  any  charge,  where  com  is  sold  and  weighed  at  their 
stores,  for  porterage? — They  do ; they  charge  1 d.  per  sack.  They  could  not  get  through 
their  business  in  the  day  unless  they  made  this  charge. 

2190.  What  is  the  greatest  quantity  of  corn  delivered  at  any  merchant’s  stores  m one 
day? — About  300  sacks. 

2191.  Would  not  1 d.  a-sack,  in  that  case,  more  than  pay  the  porters? — No;  a great 
number  of  men  are  employed.  In  some  of  the  stores,  the  merchant  gives  the  entire  amount 
received  by  him  for  porterage  to  the  porters. 

2192.  What  height  are  your  scales  from  the  ground  ? — About  nine  inches. 

2193.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  of  the  scales  in  the  merchants’  stores  being  hung 
at  a greater  height  from  the  ground  ? — I have. 

2194.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  corn  standing  beam  to  a pound,  abolishing  all 
deductions,  and  allowing  the  buyer  to  regulate  his  price  accordingly  ? — I would ; I think 
that  would  be  the  best  plan. 
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Mr.  William  0’ Sliaughnessy  examined. 

2195.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a flour  merchant  in  this  town. 

2190.  Is  there  any  thing  you  would  wish  to  suggest? — I wish  to  state  that  in  some  of 
the  merchants’  stores  in  this  town,  their  scales  are  hung  at  a distance  exceeding  nine 
inches  from  the  ground.  In  one  instance  I know  a scale  which  is  at  least  two  feet  from 
the  ground,  and  the  owner  of  it  requires  down  weight ; I think  it  would  require  one  stone 
weight  to  bring  those  scales  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight. 

2197.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  a general  market,  such  as  I have 
described  ? — I would ; I think  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  farmer. 

2198.  Would  you  bo  in  favour  of  every  proprietor  of  a fair  being  compelled  to  provide  a 
commodious  fair-green,  and  entitled,  in  return,  to  levy  toll  upon  all  cattle  entering  it, 
whether  they  were  sold  or  not  ? — I think  there  might  be  poor,  persons  who  might  be  unable 
to  pay  for  their  cattle  upon  entering  the  fair-green,  and  should  prefer  the  present  system 
of  the  person  in  charge  of  the  cattle  paying  when  they  were  going  out,  if  they  wrere 
sold.  The  people  of  the  town  would  much  prefer  having  the  fail's  and  markets  held  about 
the  streets  of  the  town,  as  they  at  present  are,  to  then-  being  removed  to  another  place  out 
of  the  town. — [ The  witness  handed  in  the  following  list  of  tolls ] : — 


Table  of  Tolls,  Rents,  and  Stallages. 


BUTCHERS. 

s.  d. 

For  every  butcher’s  stall,  per  week,  . 0 6 
For  the  carcase  of  every  bull,  ox,  steer, 
cow,  or  heifer,  or  any  part  thereof,  by 
any  person  not  occupying  a stall,  . 0 3 
For  the  carcase  of  every  calf,  pig,  or 
sheep,  by  any  person  not  occupying  a 
stall,  . . . .03 

FISHMONGERS,  HAWKERS,  &C.,  &C. 

For  every  covered  stall,  standing,  or 
place  for  the  sale  of  manufactured 
goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  provi- 
sions, on  each  fair-day,  . .03 

For  every  such  stall,  standing,  or  place, 

for  every  Tuesday  or  Saturday,  . 0 2 

For  every  uncovered  stall,  for  every  fair- 

day,  . . . . .01 

For  every  such  stall,  standing,  or  place, 
for  every  Tuesday  or  Saturday,  . 0 0\ 

The  several  tolls,  rents,  and  stallage  before-men- 
tioned, and  specified  to  be  payable  and  paid  for, 
and  in  respect  of  the  occupation  or  use  of  any 
stall,  standing-place,  bench,  compartment,  or  space 
of  ground,  as  well  by  the  original  taker  or  occu- 
pier thereof,  for  a part  or  portion  of  the  day,  in 
case  he  shall  not  occupy  the  same  the  whole  day, 
as  also  by  any  subsequent  taker  or  occupier  of  the 
same  for  the  residue  of  any  part  or  portion  of  the 
same  day. 

TOLLS  FOB  CATTLE  SOLD  AT  FAIRS. 

S.  d. 

For  every  horse,  gelding,  or  mare,  . 0 4 
For  every  colt,  filly,  foal,  mule,  or  ass,  . 0 3 
For  every  bull,  ox,  cow,  bullock,  steer, 

or  heifer,  . . . .02 


For  every  calf  (except  a sucking  calf), 
or  pig,  . . . .01 

For  each  sheep,  . . .0  0^ 

And  so  in  proportion  for  any  less  or  greater 
number. 

SCHEDULE  OF  TOLLS  TO  BE  TAKEN  FOB  WEIGHING 
AND  MEASURING. 


For  every  flitch  of  bacon,  . .0  1^ 

For  eveiy  hog  or  pig,  . . .03 

For  all  other  articles  sold  in  the  market, 
being  not  more  than  1 cwt..  . 0 0J 

For  each  additional  cwt.,  . -.  0 0j- 

For  all  goods  and  articles  sold  by  mea- 
sure, for  each  bushel,  or  barrel,  or 
sack,  or  less  quantity,  . .01 


SCHEDULE  OF  TOLLS  TO  BE  TAKEN  FOB  WEIGHING 
MACHINES. 

s.  d. 

For  weighing  any  waggon,  . .02 

For  weighing  any  cart  or  other  carriage, 
not  weighing  more  than  2 tons,  . 0 2 

For  every  load  of  hay,  straw,  or  other 
agricultural  produce,  not  weighing 
more  than  1 toD,  . . .03 

For  each  additional  ton,  or  less  weight,  0 1 

10  Yict.,  cap.  14,  sec.  37. 

Every  person  who  shall  demand  or  receive  a 
greater  toll  than  that  authorized  to  be  taken 
under  the  provisions  of  this,  or  the  special  Act 
(“  The  Athlone  Market  Act,  1852  ”),  shall,  for 
every  such  offence,  be  liable  to  a penalty  not  ex- 
ceeding FORTV  SHILLINGS. 


William  Wallace,  esq.,  examined. 

2199.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  this  town. 

2200.  Do  you  concur  in  the  answers  which  have  been  given,  or  do  you  wish  to  suggest  any 
thing  ? — I concur  with  many  of  the  anwers  which  have  been  given,  but  I wish  to  state,  that 
grievous  complaints  are  made  as  to  the  present  system  of  bringing  cattle  to  fairs.  It  causes 
a great  deal  of  rioting  and  ill  feeling ; and  if  such  could  be  obviated,  it  would  be  a very  great 
advantage  to  the  country  at  large. 

220 1 . Would  you  be  in  favour  of  levying  a small  toll  when  the  cattle  were  going  into  a 
fair,  whether  they  were  sold  or  not,  instead  of  a larger  toll,  when  they  were  going  out,  if 
they  were  sold  ?— I would ; and  I think  the  farmer  would  prefer  paying  a small  toll,  whether 
his  cattle  were  sold  or  not,  to  the  present  system. 

2202.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  a general  market,  such  as  I have 
described? — I would,  although  such  might  be  inconvenient  to  some  of  the  large  corn 
buyers,  by  causing  him  delay.  1 think,  however,  that  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  all  honest 
traders. 

2203.  Would  you  approve  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  through  the 
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country ? — I would  ; the  present  diversity  of  weights  is  very  inconvenient,  as  a man,  who 
buys  corn  at  one  market  town,  may  lose  nearly  a stone  by  selling  at  another,  although  he 
nominally  sells  it  for  the  same  price  he  bought  it. 

2204.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  corn,  like  any  other  commodity,  to  a pound, 
abolishing  all  deductions,  and  allowing  the  purchaser  to  regulate  his  price  accordingly  ? — 
I would;  I think  it  would  simplify  matters  very  much,  and  be  the  fairest  mode  of  dealing. 

2205.  Would  you  have  legislative  enactment  to  define  what  should  be  considered  reason- 
able and  proper  tolls  ? — I would. 

Mr.  Hayes,  Chairman  Town  Commissioners,  examined. 

2206.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  inquiry  ? — I should  be 
in  favour  of  a general  market,  such  as  you  have  described,  as  it  would  place  all  persons 
upon  an  equality,  and  be  an  advantage  to  the  honest  dealer,  and  would  give  confidence.  I 
would  also  be  in  favour  of  having  the  weights  and  measures  through  the  country  assimi- 
lated. I am  also  in  favoui;  of  having  an  enclosed  fair-green.  Weights  and  measures  require 
to  be  more  frequently  inspected ; and  bread,  which  is  now  sold  by  the  loaf,  should  always 
be  sold  by  weight,  which  should  never  vary,  although  the  price  might. 

Mr.  Daniel  Lyons  examined. 

2207.  What  is  your  occupation? — I sell  a great  deal  of  cattle  in  the  fairs  in  this  town. 

2208.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  paying  a small  toll  upon  your  cattle  upon  their  entering 
the  market,  whether  they  were  sold  or  not,  or  a larger  toll  when  they  were  going  out,  if 
they  were  sold? — I should  prefer  the  present  system,  as  if  I did  not  sell  my  cattle  at  the 
first  fair  I brought  them  to,  I might  be  obliged  to  bring  them  to  another,  and  I should 
perhaps  have  to  pay  toll  several  times  upon  them. 

H.  Frazer,  esq.,  j.p.,  examined. 

2209.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Near  this  town. 

2210.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated? — The 
magistracy  of  this  town  are  most  anxious  to  have  the  weights  and  measures  more  regularly 
arranged,  and  more  frequently  inspected.  The  inspection  is  very  imperfect,  and  the 
employment  of  a great  number  of  defective  and  -fraudulent  weights  and  measures  are  the 
consequence ; we  have  endeavoiu-ed  to  induce  the  Gi'and  Jury  of  this  county  to  give  copies 
of  the  standard  weights  and  measures  to  the  constables,  in  order  that  they  might  discharge 
the  duty,  but  the  Grand  Jury  have  been  hitherto  unwilling  to  incur  the  expense  of  procuring 
copies  of  all  the  standard  weights  for  every  market  town.  Under  such  circumstances  the 
magistracy  have  no  right  to  intei-fere.  I would  oblige  all  proprietors  of  fairs  to  provide 
proper  accommodation  in  an  enclosed  faii--green.  and  I would  levy  toll  upon  all  cattle  going 
into  it,  instead  of  when  they  were  going  out,  if  sold,  which  gives  rise  to  continual  disputes 
and  constant  quarrels.  It  also  affords  a great  temptation  to  parties  to  commit  fraud.  The 
cattle,  also,  are  much  abused ; and  I think  the  farmers  would  rather  pay  a small  toll  when 
entering,  than  have  their  cattle  ill-treated  as  they  are.  Great  inconvenience  is  occasioned 
by  the  fairs  and  markets  in  this  town  being  held  in  the  public  streets,  as  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible, upon  a fair  or  market  day,  to  get  through  them,  they  are  so  blocked  up  with  carts  and 
standings.  Turf  carts  also  occasion  a very  considerable  obstruction,  and  the  police  have  no 
power  to  remove  them. 

2211.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions  in  weighing  corn  and  of 
weighing  it  to  a pound  like  any  other  commodity  ? — I would  ; in  addition  to  those  deduc- 
tions, the  dealer  insists  frequently  that  the  corn  does  not  correspond  with  the  sample;  the 
dealer  takes  off  what  he  pleases,  and  frequent  complaints  are  made  by  the  farmers,  that  they 
are  cut  back  in  this  way,  although  the  corn  is  fully  equal  to  the  sample. 

J.  Pidgeon,  esq.,  j.p.,  expressed  his  full  concurrence  in  the  statements  and  opinions  of 
Mr.  Frazer,  and  stated  that  he  was  strongly  in  favour  of  a small  toll  being  levied  upon  all 
cattle  going  into  a fair,  whether  they  were  sold  or  not,  which  he  thought  would  not  be 
inconvenient  to  any  person.  He  also  thought  that  the  proprietor  of  a fair  was  bound  to 
provide  sufficient  accommodation  in  a commodious  and  enclosed  fair-green. 

William  Holden,  esq.,  examined. 

2212.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a merchant  in  this  town. 

2213.  Do  you  buy  in  the  market  in  this  town? — I do. 

2214.  Do  you  consider  that  the  market  is  well  arranged  ? — I do.  I cannot  see  how  there 
could  be  any  improvement.  There  is  no  place  in  the  town  sufficient  to  contain  all  the 
agricultural  produce  sold  in  it.  The  place  which  the  Towix  Commissioners  purchased  was 
very  inconveniently  situated. 

2215.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  better,  if  possible,  to  have  an  enclosed  market- 
place ? — It  woxdd,  if  a sufficiently  large  place  could  be  found,  in  which  all  the  agricultural 
produce  brought  into  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed. 

2216.  Would  not  the  establishment  of  such  a market  be  a protection  to  the  honest  trader 
against  fraud,  and  be  calculated  to  promote  competition  ? — 1 think  it  would. 

2217.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  a good  arrangement  to  hold  fairs  and  markets  about  the 
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streets  of  the  town  ? — I do  not  think  it  is.  There  is  certainly  room  for  improvement  in 
that  way. 

2218.  Complaints  were  made  here,  that  the  scales  in  some  of  themerchants’  stores  were 
at  a considerable  height  from  the  ground ; is  that  true? — I have  heard  so.  There  is  at 
present  no  check  upon  the  dishonest  trader,  either  in  weights  or  scales. 

2219.  Would  not  a general  market,  such  as  I have  described,  operate  as  a check  to  such 
frauds  ? — I think  it  would. 

2220.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  corn,  like  any  other  commodity,  to  a pound, 
abolishing  all  deductions,  except  the  tare  of  the  sack,  and  allowing  the  purchaser  to  regu- 
late his  price  accordingly  ? — I think  it  would  be  the  fairest  system ; a man  ought  to  be 
paid  for  what  he  has.  neither  more  nor  less. 

2221.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  weights  and  measures  all  through  the 
country  assimilated  ? — I would,  or  I would  prefer  that  all  agricultural  produce  should  be 
bought  by  the  hundred-weight  or  stone.  Great  confusion  arises  from  the  present  sj'stem. 

2222.  If  a convenient  place  could  be  procured,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a general  market,  such  as  I have  described  ? — I think  it  would  be  the  fairest 
plan,  but  it  would  impose  more  trouble  upon  the  merchant ; and  I do  not  see  what  protec- 
tion there  woidd  be  against  the  seller  changing  the  corn  on  its  transit  from  the  market  to 
the  merchants’  stores. 

2223.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated  ? — I con- 
ceive that  the  Town  Commissioners  ought  not  to  levy  toll  upon  articles  passing  through 
the  streets,  and  that  they  should  apply  the  tolls  in  cleansing  and  paving  the  streets,  rather 
than  in  paying  the  parliamentary  agents  for  obtaining  their  private  bill.  If  this  were  a free 
market,  it  would  be  much  better  for  the  town. 

2224.  How  many  porters  are  employed  at  your  stores? — Three  ; I give  them  the  entire 
amount  received  by  me  for  porterage. 

2225.  What  is  the  largest  quantity  of  corn  you  ever  purchased  in  one  day  ? — Four 
hundred  sacks. 

2226.  Then  the  porters  got  1 Is.  each  upon  that  day  ? — They  did,  but  they  would  not  get 
so  much  every  day.  The  business  of  my  stores  could  not  be  carried  on  without  the  employ- 
ment of  these  porters. 

2227.  Do  the  farmers  ever  object  to  pay  for  porterage  ? — They  do  not. 

2228.  Would  not  one-halfpenny  upon  each  sack  sufficiently  remunerate  the  porters  ? — I 
do  not  think  the  charge  of  Id.  excessive. 

2229.  Do  you  buy  or  sell  in  the  fairs  in  this  town  ? — I do  not. 

Mr.  James  Murtougli  examined. 

2230.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  a general  market  such  as  I have 
described  ? — I would.  I think  it  would  place  all  parties  upon  an  equality,  and  it  would  be 
much  more  satisfactory  to  have  all  agricultural  produce  brought  into  a public  market,  and 
weighed  by  a disinterested  and  responsible  weighmaster,  than  to  have  matters  as  they  are 
at  present. 

2231.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  corn  to  a pound,  like  any  other  commodity, 
abolishingall  deductions,  except  the  tare  of  the  sack,  and  regulating  the  price  accordingly  ? — 
Not  unless  the  same  was  done  all  through  Ireland  and  in  England.  In  that  case  it  would  be 
fair  enough. 

2232.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  levying  a small  toll  upon  all  cattle  entering  a fair, 
whether  they  were  sold  or  not,  instead  of  levying  toll  only  upon  such  as  were  sold  when 
they  were  going  out  of  the  fair? — I would. 

Mullingar,  October  26,  1852. 

Edward  Maxton,  esq.,  examined. 

2233.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  receiver  over  Lord  Granard’s  estate. 

2234.  Under  what  patent  is  the  market  held  ? — The  27th  Chas.  II. 

2235.  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market-days  ? — Once  a week,  on 
Thursday. 

2236.  Who  is  the  owner  of  the  market  ? — Lord  Granard,  a minor. 

2237.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market  ? — Yes. 

2238.  Are  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  seller  ? — By  the  buyer  on  all  cattle  ; by  the  seller 
on  all  articles  of  agricultural  produce. 

2239.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ? — No ; there  is  a market-house. 

2240.  Is  the  sale  of  all  the  agricultural  produce  confined  to  the  market-house  ? — No;  the 
greatest  portion  of  it  is  sold  about  the  streets  of  the  town. 

2241.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed  ? — No;  the  care  of  the  market  has  been  tem- 
porarily placed  under  the  care  of  two  men,  by  the  master. 

2242.  Have  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  weights,  and  scales  been  provided  in  the  market- 
place ? — Yes  ; but  there  is  no  weigh-bridge. 

2243.  Has  the  person  who  acts  as  weighmaster  been  sworn  under  the  4th  Anne,  c.  14? 
— No. 

2244  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town,  weighed  in  the  market  scales  ? — 
No;  a great  portion  of  it  is  weighed  at  the  merchants’  stores. 


ATHLONE, 

20 th  October,  1852. 

162. 

Wm.  Holden,  esq. 


163. 

Mr.  Jas.  Murtough. 


MULLINGAR, 
26t/<  October,  1852. 

164. 

Edward  Maxton,  esq. 
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MULLINGAR, 
26th  October,  1802. 

164. 

Edward  Maxton,esq 


2245.  Suppose  corn  is  brought  into  the  market  and  not  weighed,  is  any  charge  made  for 
it? — No. 

2246.  Will  you  give  a list  of  all  the  charges  in  the  market-place  ? — [Mr.  Maxton  handed 
in  the  following  fast] 

A Return  of  the  several  Charges  made  for  weighing  the  several  Articles  at  the  Market  Crane  of 
Mullingar. 


s.  d. 

Oats,  per  sack,  under  24  stone,  . 0 14 

„ 24  stone,  and  up  to  32  stone,  0 2 

,,  32  stone,  and  above  that  weight,  0 21 
,,  Small  parcels,  each,  . .01 

Oatmeal,  per  sack,  under  24  stone,  . 0 14 

„ 24  stone,  and  under  32  stone,  0 2 

„ 32  stone,  and  all  over  that 

weight,  . . .0  2^ 

„ Draughts,  and  small  parcels, 

each,  . . .01 

Potatoes,  all  under  24  stone,  . .01 


s.  d. 

Potatoes,  24  stone,  and  under  32  stone,  0 1L 


Butter,  per  cask,  each,  . .02 

„ small  parcels,  281bs.,  and  all 

above  that  weight,  each,  . 0 1-4 

„ under  281b’s.  each,  . 0 1 

Dead  pigs,  each,  . . .02 

Bacon,  per  flitch,  each,  . .01 

Wool,  per  pack,  . . .10 

,,  small  parcels,  per  stone,  . 0 1 

Merchandize,  per  cwt.  . .01 


2247.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  ? — No,  we  require  a draught ; the  scale  must  go  to 
the  ground. 

2248.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  weighing  in  the  market  scales  ? — Seven 
pounds. 

2249-  Suppose  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn  to  be  seven  pounds  at  standing  beam,  would 
it  be  thrown  out? — It  would. 

2250.  What  are  the  deductions  made  in  the  nature  of  heamagc  or  other  allowances  at  the 
market  scales  ? — Seven  pounds  are  taken  from  the  weight  of  the  sack,  which  is,  however, 
sometimes  tared ; no  deduction  is  made  for  beamage. 

2251.  Are  the  deductions  in  weighing  potatoes  the  same  ?— Yes. 

2252.  Explain  the  system  of  weighing  wool  in  the  market  scales  ? — Standing  beam  is 
taken,  and  it  is  weighed  to  a pound,  up  to  four  hundred-weight,  one  pound  is  deducted  for 
beamage,  and  eight  pounds  from  every  three  hundred-weight  for  tret.  The  pack  is  fared, 
and  its  exact  weight  deducted  from  the  gross  weight. 

2253.  Explain  the  system  of  weighing  butter  in  the  market  scales  ? — A cast  is  required  ; 
it  is  weighed  to  a pound ; three  pounds  for  soakage,  and  the  exact  tare  of  the  crock  is 
deducted  from  the  gross  weight. 

2254.  Does  the  weighmaster  keep  a book  in  which  he  enters  the  quantity  of  agricultural 

produce  sold,  the  average  price  and  amount,  with  the  names  of  the  buyer  and  seller? No; 

but  he  gives  me  a return  every  week  of  the  quantity  weighed  by  him. 

2255.  If  Government  required  him  to  give  a return  of  those  particulars  for  the  last  year, 
could  he  do  so  ? — He  could  not. 

2256.  Does  he  give  any  docket  to  the  buyer  or  seller  ? — He  does ; but  he  does  not  keep 
any  copy  of  it,  so  as  to  be  able  to  furnish  a duplicate  if  it  were  lost. 

2257.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  wheat  ? — Twenty  stone. 

2258.  What  of  oats  ?— Fourteen  stone. 

2259.  What  of  barley  ? — Sixteen  stone. 

2260.  What  of  potatoes? — Potatoes  arc  always  sold  by  the  stone. 

2261.  Is  a stone  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdupois? — It  is,  oxcept  in 
the  case  of  wool,  which  is  calculated  at  sixteen  pounds. 

2262.  Does  a hundred-weight  alvva3rs  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdu- 
pois?— It  does.  / 

2263.  Have  you  an  inspector  of  butter  ? — No. 

2264.  Is  butter  sold  by  weight  or  lump  ? — By  weight. 

2265.  What  is  the  principal  produce  of  the  market  ? — Oats  and  butter. 

2266.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  ? — Yes. 

2267.  Are  the  tolls  of  the  market  let  ? — They  are;  they  are  let  for  £50  Irish,  per  annum. 

2268.  Are  the  charges  for  cranage  let  ? — No  ; they  are  collected  by  me,  and  produce  an 
annual  income  of  about  £63. 

2269.  Do  you  give  any  accommodation  in  return  for  the  tolls,  except  the  market-house  ? 
— No  ; £50  was  recently  expended  in  repairing  it. 

227 0.  How  are  tolls  collected  at  the  fairs  ? — There  is  an  enclosed  fair-green,  and  tolls  are 
levied  by  the  man  at  the  gap  upon  the  cattle  which  have  been  sold  when  they  arc  leaving 
the  fair-green. 

2271.  Do  you  tender  oaths  to  ascertain  whether  the  cattle  are  sold  or  not  ? — No  ; we  take 
the  word  of  the  person  in  charge  of  the  cattle. 

2272.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 
efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  the  agricultural  produce  brought 
into  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I would  ; I think  the  present  system  occasions 
a great  deal  of  confusion,  and  a great  deal  of  imposition. 

2273.  Could  you  provide  sufficient  accommodation  for  such  a market  in  this  town  ? — Lord 
Granard  could  easily  do  so  when  he  comes  of  age. 

2274.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  through  the 
country  ? — I would. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


99 


2275.  Would  you  approve  of  weighing  corn,  like  any  other  commodity,  to  a pound,  taking 
standing  beam,  and  abolishing  all  deductions  except  the  tare  of  the  empty  sack  ? — I would. 

2276.  Would  you  he  in  favour  of  levying  a small  toll  upon  all  cattle  when  they  were  going 
into  a fair,  instead  of  when  they  were  coming  out,  if  they  were  sold  ? — I think  it  would 
prevent  fraud. 

2277.  Have  you  heard  of  any  frauds  having  been  practised  by  the  merchants  in  weighing 
in  their  stores  ? — I have  heard  frequent  complaints,  but  I do  not  know  whether  they  were 
well  founded  or  not. 

Mr.  James  Tuite  examined. 

2278.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  the  lessee  of  the  tolls. 

2279.  Have  you  any  printed  list  of  the  tolls  you  levy  at  the  fairs  and  markets? — I have; 
the  following  is  a copy  of  it 

Customs  payable  at  Mullingar. 

The  Eight  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Granard,  Patentee. 

ON  MARKET  DATS. 

s.  d.  S.  d. 

0 If  Standings,  uncovered,  each,  . .01 

0 1 „ hawkers’,  each,  . .01 

0 If  Pig,  fruit,  vegetables,  woollen  ware, 

0 2f-  and  timber,  per  load,  . .01 

0 If 

ON  FAIR  DATS. 

S.  d.  S.  d. 

Horses,  cows,  bullocks,  each,  . . 0 3f  Woollenarticles,whensold, middling, each,  0 1£ 

,,  two  years’ old,  each,  0 2f  „ smaller,  each,  . 0 1 

„ yearlings,  each,  . 0 If  „ small,  each,  . 0 Of 

Sheep,  each,  . . . .01  Standings,  covered,  each,  . .06 

Pigs,  each,  . . . . 0 If  ,,  uncovered,  each,  . . 0 3| 

Pigs,  per  load,  . . .06  „ hawkers’,  each,  . . 0 If 

Timber  and  wooden  ware,  per  load,  . 0 6 Wool,  coming  in,  per  load,  . .06 

Woollen  articles,  when  sold,  large,  each,  0 2f  Tents  on  fair-green,  each,  . . 0 11 

James  Tuite,  Collector. 

2280.  Do  your  collectors  always  carry  a copy  of  this  card  with  them? — They  do. 

2281.  What  rent  do  you  pay  for  the  tolls? — £50  Irish  a-year. 

2282.  What  is  the  greatest  quantity  of  corn  usually  sold  on  a day  ? — I have  known 
fifty  loads  sold  in  a day. 

2283.  Do  you  always  take  the  word  of  the.  party  in  charge  of  the  cattle  going  out  of  the 
fair  whether  they  are  sold  or  not  ? — I do ; I sometimes  put  a piece  of  paper  into  their 
hands  and  make  them  clear  them. 

2284.  Would  it  be  more  convenient  to  levy  a small  toll  upon  all  cattle  going  into  the 
fair,  instead  of  levying  toll  upon  those  which  were  sold  when  they  were  going  out? — I 
think  it  would. 

2285.  Do  you  keep  any  return  of  the  cattle  sold  in  the  fairs  or  markets  ? — I do  not. 


Cows,  each,  . 

Pigs,  sheep,  and  calves,  each, 
Hide  and  tallow, 

Standings  for  meat,  each, 

„ covered,  each, 


Dublin,  November  2,  1852. 

Francis  Codd,  esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Dublin,  stated,  in  conse- 
quence of  a letter  received  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners,  Thomas  Wilson,  esq., 
High  Sheriff  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  and  Thomas  Crosthwaif,  esq.,  have  been  deputed  by 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  attend  upon  you  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  the  thanks 
of  the  mercantile  community  for  the  issuing  of  this  Commission.  They  are  of  opinion  that 
very  few  measures  which  have  been  adopted  are  better  calculated  to  advance  the  interests 
of  commerce  than  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  markets,  which  very  much  require 
improvement.  Frequent  frauds  are  carried  on,  numerous  abuses  prevail,  and  great  incon- 
veniences result  to  individuals  in  our  markets  under  the  system  by  which  they  are  at 
present  regulated.  The  diversity  of  weights  and  measures  occasions  great  inconvenience, 
and  the  word  barrel  is  used  to  signify  a different  quantity  in  different  localities,  so  much 
so,  that  even  a well-informed  person  is  incapable  of  ascertaining  the  precise  quantity  in 
any  particular  locality,  unless  he  is  intimately  acquainted  with  it.  The  subject  has  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  but  they  have  been  unable  to  devise  a plan  to 
meet  so  great  a difficulty.  They  sincerely  rejoice  that  His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
has  issued  this  Commission,  and  are  desirous  to  contribute  in  any  manner  in  their  power 
to  carry  out  its  object.  The  Corporation  of  this  city  have  also  directed  their  attention  to 
the  subject,  and  have  appointed  from  their  body  a market  committee,  of  which  I am  a 
member. 

Mr.  Edward  Browne  examined. 

2286.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  weighmaster  to  the  Corporation,  in  Smithfield 
market,  and  I am  also  deputy-clerk  of  all  the  markets  in  the  City  of  Dublin.  I act  under 
the  warrant  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of  this  city. 

O 2 


DUBLIN, 

2nd  Nor  ember,  1S52. 

166. 

Francis  Codd,  esq. 


167. 

Mr.  Edward  Browne. 
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2287.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  is  the  market  in  Smithfield  held  ? — Originally, 
under  a charter  of  King  J ohn  ; at  present,  under  the  Dublin  Improvement  Act.  The  market 
is  a free  market,  as  no  tolls  are  paid  in  it. 

2288.  How  often  is  the  market  held  for  the  sale  of  hay  and  straw,  and  what  are  the 
market-days  ? — Twice  a week — on  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays. 

2289.  Who  is  the  owner  of  the  market  ? — The  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Dublin. 

2290.  Is  the  sale  of  hay  and  straw  confined  to  the  market?— No  ; the  market-place  is 
too  small  for  all  the  hay  and  straw  coming  in  for  sale,  and,  consequently,  a great  number  of 
carts  are  obliged  to  remain  in  the  streets,  surrounding  the  market,  and  are  only  able  to 
come  into  the  market-place  as  the  others  are  sold. 

229 1 . Is  there  a sworn  weighmaster  in  the  market  ? — I am  the  weighmaster  of  the  market, 
and  have  taken  the  oaths  of  office. 

2292.  How  many  weigh-bridges  are  there  in  the  market-place  ? — There  are  two,  under 
the  management  of  the  Corporation ; I am  the  weighmaster  at  one  of  them,  and  Mr.  Boshell 
at  the  other.  There  are  seven  other  weigh-bridges,  but  they  are  not  under  the  control  of 
the  Corporation. 

2293.  Are  the  weighmasters,  at  the  Corporation  weigh-bridges,  sworn  under  the  4th 
Anne,  cap.  14  ? — They  are. 

2294.  Is  all  the  hay  and  straw  sold  in  the  market  weighed  at  the  Corporation  weigh- 
bridges ? — No,  not  one-sixtieth  portion  of  it. 

2295.  Are  the  seven  weigh-bridges  of  which  you  speak,  in  Smithfield  market? — No,  four 
of  them  are  in  the  market-place;  the  other  three  are  out  of  it — one  in  May  lane,  one  in 
Carter’s-lane,  and  one  in  Phcenix-lane. 

2296.  What  are  the  charges  made  for  weighing? — One  halfpenny  per  hundred- weight  is 
charged  upon  the  market-days ; one  farthing  upon  all  intermediate  days ; 6d.  per  ton  is 
also  charged  for  weighing  iron  and  rags. 

2297.  Have  you  any  printed  list  of  the  charges  for  weighing? — No,  we  have  not,  on 
account  of  the  unsettled  state  of'  the  market. 

2298.  Do  you  always  tare  the  cart  ? — No ; if  there  are  figures  on  the  cart  we  do  not 
consider  it  necessary  always  to  tare  them ; if  there  are  not  figures  we  always  do  so. 

2299.  How  often  do  you  tare  the  cart  with  figures  ? — Every  second  or  third  market  they 
come  in. 

2300.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  calculate  on  the  weigh-bridge  ? — Twenty-eight 
pounds. 

230 1 . What  deductions  do  you  make  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  load  ? — Sometimes 
by  private  an-angement  between  the  factor  and  purchaser ; on  a wet  day  from  an  eighth  to 
a quarter  of  a hundred-weight  is  deducted  from  each  load  of  hay  or  straw.  If  I make  this 
deduction  I write  it  upon  the  docket. 

2302.  Have  you  a copy  of  the  docket  you  give  to  the  seller? — Yes  [witness  handed  in 
the  document]  ; I keep  a book  in  which  I enter  the  weight  of  every  thing,  and  from  which 
I furnish  the  buyer  or  seller  with  a docket. 

2303.  Does  that  book  show  the  quantity  sold,  price,  and  amount? — No;  I only  put 
down  the  quantity  sold. 

2304.  If  Government  required  you  to  furnish  them  witli  a statistical  return  of  the  quan- 
tity sold  within  the  last  year,  could  you  do  so  ? — I could  [hands  in  his  book]. 

2305.  What  were  your  gross  receipts  for  weighing  last  year? — £110  16s. 

2306.  What  was  your  expenditure  ? — £24  14s. 

2307.  What  is  the  amount  of  your  salary? — My  salary  ought  to  be  £100  per  annum; 
but  in  consequence  of  the  net  receipts  being  so  small  there  was  a deficiency  of  about  £13 
last  year. 

2308.  Then  the  amount  of  your  salary  depends  upon  the  amount  of  your  receipts? — It 
does ; but  it  is  never  to  exceed  £100. 

2309.  Does  the  warrant  give  you  power  over  all  the  markets  in  this  city  ? — It  does  ; over 
all  the  markets  under  the  control  of  the  Lord  Mayor. 

2310.  Under  what  authority  are  the  seven  other  weigh-bridges  held? — Three  of  them 
have  been  established  since  1814,  the  weigh-bridge  in  May-lane  in  1826,  and  the  one  in 
Phce nix-street  in  1829.  During  the  year  that  Mr.  O’Connell  was  Lord  Mayor  he  appointed 
three  or  four  other  weighmasters ; the  persons  then  in  possession  refused  to  resign  their 
situations,  whereupon  the  weighmasters  he  appointed  built  weigh-houses  for  themselves. 

2311.  Have  all  the  weigh-houses  been  established  under  the  authority  of  the  Lord 
Mayor  for  the  time  being  ? — They  have ; the  market  got  into  a state  of  great  confusion, 
which  was  the  cause  of  my  weigh-house  being  built.  I saw,  by  the  proceedings  of  the 
Corporation,  that  Mr.  O’Connell  required  information  upon  the  subject,  and  therefore 
wrote  a statement,  calling  his  attention  to  the  4th  of  Anne,  which  authorizes  the  Lord 
Mayor  to  appoint  a borough  weighmaster,  and  in  that  way  try  the  rights  of  the  other 
parties.  Mr.  O’Connell  appointed  a man,  but  his  appointment  was  afterwards  cancelled 
when  Alderman  Roe  became  Lord  Mayor  ; he  appointed  Stephens,  who  was  supposed  to 
have  control  over  all  the  other  weigh-houses.  Stephens  then  appointed  me  deputy-weigh- 
master ; and  three  of  the  other  weighmasters  entered  into  an  agreement  to  pay  me  1 d.  lor 
each  load  ; the  other  weighmasters  refused  to  submit  to  this  payment,  and  after  some  time 
Stephens  brought  an  action  to  try  the  right,  but  was  nonsuited  on  a technical  point ; since 
that  time  the  other  weighmasters  refused  to  pay  the  fees. 

2312.  When  a weighmaster  is  appointed,  does  he  remain  such  for  life? — Under  the 
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Dublin  Improvement  Act  the  succeeding  Lord  Mayor  may  dismiss  him  ; it  is,  at  present,  a 
yearly  appointment. 

2313.  Have  the  Corporation  power  to  turn  out  the  present  weighm asters? — I believe 
they  have.  The  weighmasters  are  willing  to  resign  upon  receiving  compensation,  which 
the  Corporation  have  power  to  give. 

2314.  Are  the  charges  in  the  other  weigh-houses  the  same  as  in  yours? — Yes ; but  they 
sometimes  allow  factors  to  weigh  for  half  the  proper  charge  ; they  will  frequently  weigh  a 
load  for  4 d.,  and  they  often  give  2d.  a load  to  the  market  porters  to  bring  the  sellers  to 
their  weigh- bridges. 

2315.  Suppose  a farmer  sends  in  his  hay  to  a factor,  will  he  be  charged  only  4 d.  a load 
for  weighing  ? — No ; the  factor  makes  the  seller  pay  the  full  price,  although  he  may  get  it 
done  for  4 d.  or  even  less,  and  keeps  the  difference. 

2316.  Have  you  ever  weighed  a load  of  hay  for  Ad.  ? — I have.  One  of  the  other  weigh- 
masters kept  persons  in  their  pay,  who  were  pulling  a cart  off  my  weigh-bridge  ; I came 
out  and  said,  I would  weigh  the  load  for  Ad.  Some  of  the  farmers  make  an  agreement 
with  a particular  factor  to  charge  only  what  he,  the  factor,  pays  himself ; and  in  such  a 
case  they  get  their  hay  or  straw  weighed  for  the  exact  sum  paid  by  the  factor. 

2317.  Is  all  the  hay  that  comes  to  market  sold  by  the  factors? — It  generally  is ; but 
there  is  nothing  to  prevent  a farmer  selling  his  own  hay,  except  that  the  factors  afford 
more  accommodation  to  the  buyers  by  giving  credit. 

2318.  What  commission  does  the  factor  charge  the  farmer? — Two  pence  per  hundred- 
weight for  hay,  and  one  halfpenny  per  hundred-weight  on  straw,  one  halfpenny  of  which  is 
for  weighing.  Some  hay  sells  for  only  1,?.  per  hundred-weight,  and  in  such  case  one-sixth 
of  the  entire  price  is  deducted  from  the  farmer. 

2319.  Could  any  person  set  up  a weigh-bridge? — They  could  not  do  so  in  the  market, 
but  might  outside ; there  is  nothing  to  oblige  hay  or  straw  to  be  weighed  in  the  market. 

2320.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  frauds  having  been  practised  at  the  weigh-bridges  in 
the  market  ? — I have,  a few  years  ago,  but  not  very  recently. 

2321.  Can  you  give  a list  or  statement  of  those  frauds? — I can,  but  I must  go  back  as 
far  as  the  year  1843.  Upon  the  4th  of  November,  1843,  a buyer  of  hay  insisted  the  load 
should  be  weighed  at  a particular  weighmaster’s ; the  carman  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
return,  saying  he  knew  what  hay  was  in  his  load,  and  that  he  should  have  it  re-weighed  at 
the  Corporation  machine,  and  having  brought  it  there,  it  was  correctly  weighed,  when  a 
deficiency  of  one  and  a-half  hundred-weight  appeared.  The  buyer  made  no  opposition, 
and  paid  for  the  hay  according  to  the  correct  weight  on  the  Corporation  weigh-bridge. 

Second  Case,  November'  11. — The  owner  and  seller  sold  a load  of  hay  and  insisted 
that  the  load  should  be  weighed  at  a particular  weigh-house ; the  purchaser,  not  satisfied 
•with  the  return,  brought  the  load  to  the  Corporation  weigh-bridge,  and  upon  its  being 
re-weighed  there,  a difference  appeared  against  the  buyer  of  two  hundred-weight.  The 
seller  at  once  submitted,  but  has  never  since  weighed  at  the  Corporation  weigh-bridge. 

Third  Case,  December  2,  1843 The  owner,  through  a factor,  sold  a load  of  hay,  the 

buyer  insisted  upon  having  the  hay  weighed  at  a particular  weigh-bridge;  the  empty  dray 
was  brought  back  and  re-weigbed  at  the  same  weigh-bridge,  but  the  owner  considering  he 
was  wronged  in  the  tare  of  his  drav,  brought  it  to  the  Corporation  weigh-bridge,  when  a 
difference  appeared  against  the  farmer  in  the  weight  of  his  hay  of  a-half  hundred-weight. 

Fourth  Case,  March  2,  1844. — The  cart-load  was  weighed  at  the  Corporation  machine, 
and  the  ticket  was  refused  by  the  owner  because  the  tare  would  not  be  reduced  to  three 
quarters  of  a stone  lesser  weight  than  had  been  returned. 

Fifth  Case,  April  13,  1844. — A factor  weighed,  at  the  Corporation  machine,  a load  of 
hay,  and  it  was  brought  afterwards  by  the  buyer  to  a particular  weigh-house  ; the  gross 
weight  was  made  to  correspond  with  the  Corporation  machine,  but,  upon  the  empty  dray 
being  brought  back,  they  made  the  tare  seven  hundred-weight  two  quarters.  The  carman 
said  his  dray  never  weighed  that  weight,  and  brought  it  to  the  Corporation  machine,  where 
the  tare  was  seven  hundred-weight,  making  a:  difference,  as  against  the  seller,  of  a-half 
hundred- weight ; the  ticket  was  brought  back  to  the  other  weigh-bridge  and  corrected. 

Sixth  Case,  April  2,  1844 A factor  sold  a load  of  hay  to  a purchaser,  who  insisted  the 

load  should  be  weighed  at  a particular  weigh-house ; the  gross  weight  was  eighteen  hun- 
dred-weight three  quarters  and  fourteen  pounds ; the  parties  having  refused  to  take  the 
tare  from  the  gross  weight  until  the  hay  was  first  delivered,  attracted  the  factor’s  attention, 
and  he  then  had  the  load  brought  to  the  Corporation  machine,  when  the  gross  weight 
appeared  to  be  twenty-three  hundred-weight  three  quarters,  and  the  tare  eleven  hundred- 
weight, showing  a difference  against  the  farmer  of  four  hundred-weight  three  quarters  and 
fourteen  pounds,  which  the  purchaser  paid  for  without  dispute. 

Seventh  Case,  April  20,  1844. — Bulk  load, — the  owner  sold,  through  a factor,  to  a hay 
dealer,  who  insisted  upon  the  hay  being  weighed  at  a particular  weigh-bridge;  the  bay 
being  delivered,  and  the  empty  dray  brought  back  to  be  re-weighed,  they  made  the  tare  six 
hundred- weight  three  quarters  and  fourteen  pounds.  The  owner,  not  being  satisfied  with 
the  tare,  brought  the  dray  to  the  Corporation  machine,  which  made  the  tare  six  hundred- 
weight, showing  a difference,  as  against  the  seller,  of  three  quarters  and  fourteen  pounds. 

Eighth  Case,  May  21. — Load  of  straw  weighed  in  May-lane,  and  also  in  the  Corporation 
machine,  in  which  a difference  appeared  of  two  quarters  and  fourteen  pounds. 

Ninth  Case. — An  owner  sold  to  a factor  a load  of  hay  which  was  weighed  at  a particular 
weigh-house;  the  carman,  not  being  satisfied  with  the  above  weight,  had  the  load  re-weighed 
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DUBLIN,  at  the  Corporation  machine,  showing  a difference,  against  the  owner,  of  two  hundred-weight 
2nd  November,  isf>2.  two  quarters.  The  ticket  was  corrected  according  to  the  Corporation  return. 

167.  Tenth  Case , August  24,  1844. — The  owner  sold,  through  a factor,  a load  of  hay ; the 

Mr.  Ed  ward  Browne.  hay  was  weighed  at  the  Corporation  machine  and  a return  given  for  it ; particular  pains 

were  taken  with  this  load,  as  the  owner  was  a person  who  could  never  be  satisfied ; 

in  about  half  an  hour  after  the  load  was . weighed,  the  owner  brought  back  the  ticket, 
saying,  that  he  got  his  load  weighed  at  another  weigh-bridge,  and  that  he  had  more 

weight.  He  refused  to  show  his  ticket.  The  weighmaster  told  him  he  much  regretted 

that  he  had  not  the  power  of  seizing  his  load,  and  having  the  case  brought  before  the  Lord 
Mayor.  It  was  afterwards  ascertained  that  the  load  was  made  to  weigh  more  than  it  had 
formerly  done,  making  a difference  against  the  purchaser  of  three  quarters  of  a hundred- 
weight. 

Eleventh  Case,  October  1,  1844. — A factor  weighed  a load  of  hay  at  a particular  weigh- 
bridge, which  was  bought  by  a hay  merchant ; the  buyer  had  the  empty  dray  brought  back 
to  be  tared ; the  tare,  at  the  place  the  cart-load  had  been  previously  weighed,  was  six 
hundred-weight  two  quarters ; the  owner  refused  to  submit  to  this  tare,  and  brought  the 
dray  to  the  Corporation  weigh-bridge,  where  the  tare  appeared  to  be  only  five  hundred- 
weight, showing  a difference  of  one  and  a-half  hundred-weight. 

Tivelfth  Case,  October  12,  1844 — The  owner  and  the  factor  having  the  load  of  hay 
weighed  on  the  Corporation  machine,  the  buyer  insisting  upon  the  hay  being  weighed  at 
a particular  weigh-house : the  empty  dray  having  been  brought  back,  was  weighed,  and  the 
tare  was  seven  hundred-weight ; the  carman  disputed  this  weight,  and  brought  the  dray  to 
the  Corporation  weigh-bridge;  the  tare  was  only  six  hundred-weight  two  quarters,  showing 
a difference,  against  the  owner,  of  a-half  hundred-weight. 

Thirteenth  Case,  November  23,  1844. — A purchaser  bought  from  a factor  a load  of  hay, 
which  was  weighed  at  the  Corporation  weigh-bridge  ; it  was  afterwards  weighed  at  a par- 
ticular weigh-bridge,  and  the  load  was  made  three-quarters  of  a hundred-weight  heavier  ; 
it  was  afterwards  sent  by  the  purchaser  to  the  Irwin-street  machine,  where  the  weight 
corresponded  with  the  Corporation  machine. 

Fourteenth  Case,  December  17,  1849. — In  another  case,  the  owner  and  the  factor  weighed 
at  the  Corporation  machine,  and  the  net  weight  was  fifteen  hundred-weight  two  quarters ; 
the  buyer  refused  taking  the  hay  unless  the  load  was  weighed  at  a particular  weigh-bridge ; 
the  buyer,  who  was  a woman, refused  to  show  the  carman  the  ticketissued  at  that  weigh-bridge; 
but  the  load  of  hay  being  delivered,  and  the  ticket  returned,  there  appeared  a difference 
against  the  farmer  of  a-half  hundred  weight., 

Fifteenth  Case,  April  24,  1847. — A cart  load  of  hay  was  weighed  at  the  Corporation 
weigh-bridge,  and  also  at  one  of  the  other  weigh-bridges,  and  the  loss  to  the  seller,  if  he 
had  not  adopted  the  Corporation  weigh-bridge,  would  have  been  two  hundred-weight. 

A load  of  hay  was  weighed  at  a weigh-house,  and  afterwards  at  the  Corporation  machine, 
and  the  latter  returned  the  load  as  weighing  one  hundred  weight  more  than  the  former  did. 

Sixteenth  Case,  September  21,  1847. — Upon  another  occasion  a load  of  hay  was  weighed 
at  the  same  machine,  and  afterwards  re-weighed  at  the  Corporation  weigh-bridge,  which 
returned  the  load  as  weighing  one  and  a-half  hundred-weight  more  than  the  former  did. 

Seventeenth  Case,  November  16. — A load  of  hay  was  weighed  at  the  same  machine,  and 
re- weighed  in  the  Corporation  weigh-bridge,  and  the  return  at  the  former  exceeded  that  at 
the  latter  by  about  two  hundred-weight. 

Eighteenth  Case. — Upon  another  occasion,  a cart  was  tared  at  eight  hundred-weight  one 
quarter  at  the  Corporation  machine ; it  was  subsequently  tared  at  the  same  weigh-bridge  at 
nine  hundred-weight  and  fourteen  pounds ; it  was  afterwards  discovered  that  that  cart  had 
been  tared  upon  three  different  occasions,  at  another  of  the  weigh-bridges,  at  six  hundred- 
weight one  quarter. 

Nineteenth  Case,  1847. — Three  loads  of  hay  were  bought  by  a gentleman  from  factors, 
the  tares  taken  upon  the  drays,  at  one  of  the  weigh-bridges,  were  as  follows  : — for  the  first, 
five  hundred-weight  and  fourteen  pounds;  second,  five  hundred- weight  one  quarter;  third, 
five  hundred-weight  one  quarter ; the  gross  tares  of  the  three  drays  being  fifteen  hundred- 
weight two  quarters  and  fourteen  pounds.  The  tares  of  these  same  carts,  upon  reference 
to  the  books  of  the  Corporation  weigh-bridges,  were,  for  the  first,  seven  hundred- weight; 
for  the  second,  seven  hundred-weight ; for  the  third,  six  hundred-weight  three  quarters : 
making  the  gross  tare  twenty  hundred-weight  three  quarters  and  fourteen  pounds,  and  an 
excess  of  five  hundred-weight  one  quarter. 

Twentieth  Case,  December  9,  1848. — A gentleman  bought  a load  of  hay  from  a seller, 
which  was  weighed  at  one  of  the  private  weigh-bridges,  at  net  weight,  twelve  hundred- 
weight one  quarter,  for  which  the  gentleman  paid  at  the  time  ; the  hay  was  delivered  on 
his  loft;  he  afterwards  conceived,  from  the  bulk,  that  he  had  not  within  three  or  four 
hundred-weight  of  the  complement  for  which  he  paid  ; this  drew  his  attention  to  the  cart, 
and  caused  him  to  bring  it  to  the  Corporation  weigh-bridge  to  be  weighed,  and  he  found 
the  tare  of  the  cart  in  the  latter,  to  exceed  that  of  the  former  by  three  and  a half  hundred- 
weight against  the  buyer ; or  in  other  words,  he  paid  for  three  and  a-half  hundred-weight 
of  hay  more  than  he  got. 

[ The  foregoing  is  a copy  of  the  written  statement  of  Mr.  Browne,  omitting  the  names  of 
the  parties  and  the  numbers  of  the  carts,  with  many  of  the  returns  of  the  gross  weight 
and  tares  of  the  carts,  and  giving  only  the  results .] 
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2322.  Are  these  frauds  much  practised  at  present? — I do  not  think  they  are ; at  least,  if 
they  are,  I have  not  discovered  them.  The  differences  between  the  returns  upon  the 
Corporation  weigh-bridges  and  the  others  are  very  trifling  at  present.  I have  known, 
however,  of  dishonest  factors  getting  out  dockets  without  taring  the  carts,  and  having 
them  tared  afterwards.  Dockets  are  sometimes  issued  without  any  tares,  and  the  factors 
get  a different  tare  from  the  actual  one  afterwards  inserted.  A system  of  bribing  the 
servants  of  gentlemen,  sent  by  their  masters  to  buy  hay  or  straw,  likewise  prevails  to  a 
great  extent.  I knew  of  one  instance,  in  which  hay  was  bought  at  2s.  §d.  per  hundred- 
weight, and  the  price  the  gentleman  (whose  name  I could  not  learn)  was  charged,  was 
3s.  3d.  The  farmer  only  received  2s.  9 d.  for  his  hay,  the  gentleman  paid  3s.  3d.,  and  the 
factor  pocketed  the  difference.  I must  say,  however,  that,  as  a general  rule,  the  factors 
arc  a very  honest  set  of  men,  with  some  exceptions.  I should  suggest  the  following 
improvements  in  the  markets,  which  I have  laid  before  Mr.  Smith,  the  parliamentary}? 
agent : — 

1st.  The  enlargement  of  the  market,  by  giving  greater  space  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  public.  This  could  be  effected  by  compelling  the  cattle  salesmasters  to  remove  the 
pens  into  their  yards  after  the  Thursday  market  is  over ; at  present  the  pens  are  piled  up 
at  each  side  of  the  market ; this  takes  up  at  least  one-third  of  the  market,'  and  the  result 
is,  that  a large  quantity  of  hay  and  straw  has  to  remain  in  the  adjoining  streets  until  they 
can  get  accommodation,  thereby  subjecting  them  to  great  loss  by  hay  pluckers,  and  an 
interruption  to  the  public,  by  blocking  up  the  streets. 

2nd.  Factors  should  be  licensed  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  this  would  make  them  more 
respectable ; and  in  case  of  fraud,  or  connivance  of  fraud,  the  licence  to  be  withdrawn,  and 
a penalty  imposed  upon  any  factor  selling  without  such  licence.  Farmers  selling  their  own 
hay  or  straw,  to  be  subject  to  a penalty  if  they  committed  fraud. 

3rd.  Inspector  of  the  market  to  have  an  office  in  some  central  part  of  the  market,  and 
to  be  in  attendance  from  the  commencement  of  the  business  until  the  close.  The  duty  of 
the  inspector  should  be,  to  examine  all  hay  and  straw  that  may  appear  fraudulently  made 
up ; to  hear  and  decide  all  disputes  between  buyer  and  seller ; to  prevent  obstruction  to 
the  public  business;  and  to  see  that  the  hay  pluckers  be  kept  out  of  the  market  and 
punished. 

The  weighmasters  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  to  be  sworn  to  do  their 
duty  faithfully  and  impartially,  to  be  subject  to  fine  for  neglect  of  duty,  and  dismissal  for 
fraud.  To  superintend  the  weighing  of  goods  and  wares  themselves,  and  to  see  that  their 
assistants  act  correctly.  No  factor  of  hay  or  straw,  or  any  person  connected  with  a factor, 
to  act  as  weighmaster.  At  the  close  of  each  market,  the  weighmasters  to  furnish  an 
account  of  the  receipts  for  weighing  to  the  person  appointed  to  collect,  the  collector  pay- 
ing over  the  amount  of  the  receipts,  every  Wednesday,  to  the  treasurer;  this  arrangement 
would  take  in  the  two  markets,  Saturday  and  Tuesday. 

Tares  of  Carts. — Weighmasters  not  in  any  case  to  take  the  tare  of  carts,  drays,  or  cars, 
if  a period  of  two  months  elapse,  from  the  1st  of  October  to  the  1st  of  March,  or  three 
months,  during  the  summer  months.  Tares  not  to  be  taken  from  carts,  drays,  or  cars  not 
having  figures.  The  weighmaster  to  re-weigh  empty  carts,  drays,  or  care,  at  the  request 
of  the  buyer  or  seller ; a fee  of  2 d.  to  be  paid  by  the  parties  at  whose  request  it  is  made. 
A penalty  upon  factors,  their  clerks,  or  any  other  person  but  the  weighmaster,  or  his 
assistant,  taking  the  tare  of  carts,  care,  or  drays.  Owners  of  carts,  drays,  or  cars,  changing 
wheels,  removing  figures,  or  making  alterations  without  informing  the  weighmaster  of 
such  removal  or  alteration,  to  be  subject  to  a penalty. 

Persons  requiring  false  Returns. — Penalty  upon  buyers  or  sellers  of  hay  or  straw 
requiring  weighmaster  to  give  false  returns,  or  using  abusive  language  towards  them  for 
not  doing  so.  Penalty  upon  factors  or  clerks  giving  bribes  or  gratuities  to  servants. 

The  hay  and  straw  market  commences  late  in  the  day,  seldom  before  eleven  o’clock ; 
and  as  the  heaviest  markets  are  on  the  shortest  days,  I do  not  think  less  than  five  weigh- 
masters could  do  the  business  of  the  market  with  convenience  to  the  public.  If  it  should 
be  considered  that  four  would  answer,  one  should  be  erected  at  the  end  of  New  Church- 
street,  that  is,  if  weighing  machines  are  to  be  confined  to  the  market ; it  requires  one  there 
for  the  weighing  of  straw.  As  disputes  frequently  arise  between  buyer  and  seller,  respect- 
ing the  weight  of  a load  of  hay  or  straw,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  (as  there  is  at  present) 
a standard  weigh-house,  supplied  with  check  weights,  to  decide  such  disputes,  and  also 
to  check  the  other  machines,  at  least  once  a week,  so  that  they  may  correspond.  The 
weighing  should  be  paid  for  at  the  time  of  issuing  the  ticket ; but  until  such  time  as  the 
practice  becomes  known,  notice  should  be  served  upon  the  factors  to  supply  the  carmen 
with  money  to  pay  for  the  weighing.  Where  a buyer  refuses  taking  a load  of  hay  or  straw, 
and  the  same  is  returned  to  the  market,  the  ticket,  as  issued  in  the  first  instance,  to  be 
returned  to  the  weighmaster  to  pay  for  the  second  weighing. 

2323.  Are  the  owners  of  the  other  weigh-bridges  accountable  to  any  person  ? — They  are 
not.  As  I before  stated,  the  Corporation  has  power,  under  the  Dublin  Improvement  Act, 
to  give  them  compensation,  and  get  possession  of  their  weigh-bridges.  The  owners  of  the 
weigh-bridges  were  willing  to  be  bought  out,  and  they  sent  in  returns  of  the  annual  amount 
received  by  them  for  weighing.  The  amount  received 

By  Mr.  Stephens,  was  ....  £800  per  annum. 

„ Mr.  Adie, 500  „ 

„ Mr.  M'Dermot,  . . . . 370  „ 
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168. 

Mr.  Boskell. 


169. 

Mr.  Thos.  Longan. 


170. 

J ames  Taylor,  esq. 


By  Mr.  Holmes,  was 
„ Mr.  Lawrenson, 

„ Mr.  Finn,  about 
„ Mr.  Howard,  about  . 


£300  per  annum. 
270 
214 
214 


Whilst  my  net  annual  receipts,  last  year,  were  only  £82. 

2324.  How  do  you  account  for  the  owners  of  the  other  weigh-bridges  receiving  so  much 
more  than  you  do  ? — I cannot  account  for  it,  except  that  it  is  by  their  weighing  cheaper, 
and  thereby  doing  more  business. 

2325.  Do  you  ever  detect  frauds  in  altering  the  weight  of  the  carts  after  the  hay  is 
delivered,  and  previous  to  their  being  tared  ? — I do ; they  frequently  put  light  wheels 
upon  their  carts  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  tared,  and  when  the  cart  is  tared  substi- 
tute heavier  ones. 

2326.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  taring  the  carts  ? — I do  not. 

2327.  If  all  the  hay  and  straw  were' weighed  at  weigh-bridges,  under  the  control  of  the 
Corporation,  how  many  weigh-bridges  would  be  required  ? — I think  four  would  be  sufficient 
for  the  purpose.  The  markets  commence  at  too  late  an  hour  in  the  day,  but  by  com- 
mencing earlier,  the  business  might  be  done  by  the  above  number.  T have  known  1,500 
loads  of  hay  and  straw  in  a market  upon  one  day  ; but  I think  I could  weigh  sixty  loads 
in  an  hour,  provided  there  was  no  unnecessary  delay  or  obstruction. 

232S.  Do  the  farmers  ever  sell  without  employing  a factor  ? — Very  seldom.  There  are 
forty-two  factors  in  the  market. 

2329.  What  is  the  average  number  of  loads  of  hay  and  straw  sold  weekly  in  the  market  ? — 
I should  say  about  2,000,  upwards  of  100,000  in  the  year. 

2330.  What  do  you  suppose  is  the  amount  of  the  receipts  for  weighing  in  the  market  in 
a year? — About  £2,700  or  £3,000. 

2331.  What  do  you  suppose  to  be  the  average  quantity  in  a load  ? — In  hay,  about  fifteen 
hundred- weight,  and  the  charge  for  weighing  it  amounts  to  about  7 \d.  Loads  of  straw 
weigh  from  ten  hundred- weight  to  twelve  hundred-weight,  and  the  average  charge  for 
weighing  it  is  about  5 id. 

2332.  What  is  the  proportion  of  hay  sold  in  the  market  to  that  of  straw? — About  four- 
fifths  of  the  entire  sold  is  hay,  and  the  remaining  one-fifth  straw. 

2333.  Is  not  \d.  per  hundred-weight  more  than  sufficient  to  pav  for  the  weighing  of  hay 
and  straw? — I think  it  is;  6d.  per  load  would  be  sufficient  where  the  load  exceeds  twelve 
hundred-weight,  and  4 d.  where  it  was  under  twelve  hundred-weight ; but  I do  not  think 
that  less  would  do,  as  the  Corporation  would  have  to  compensate  the  owners  of  the  other 
weigh-bridges;  their  rights  being  protected  under  the  82nd  and  83rd  sections  of  the  Dublin 
Improvement  Act. 

2334.  Is  there  any  thing  to  prevent  a person  setting  up  a weighbridge  outside  the 
market  to  weigh  loads  of  hay  and  straw,  and  receive  payment  for  weighing?— I am  not 
aware  of  any  law  to  prevent  it. 

2335.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  in  which  all  the  hay  and  straw 
brought  into  the  town  for  sale,  should  be  sold  and  weighed? — I would.  I would  not  allow 
any  person  to  sell  hay  or  straw  out  of  the  market-place ; this  would  afford  protection  to 
both  buyer  and  seller. 

2336.  If  such  a market  was  established,  would  not  a smaller  charge  than  that  imposed 
at  present  be  sufficient? — I do  not  think  smaller  rates  of  charges  than  those  I have  men- 
tioned wjauld  be  adequate,  and  the  farmers  would  be  content  to  pay  those  charges. 

2337-  Do  you  not  think  that  an  enclosed  market-place  would  be  an  advantage  ? — I do. 

2338.  Could  the  market-place  be  enlarged  so  as  to  afford  ample  accommodation  for  all 
the  hay  and  straw  which  is  brought  into  it  for  sale  ? — I think  it  could,  by  opening  it 
down  to  Phcenix-street. 

2339.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  you  have  already  stated? — No;  we 
have  made  two  reports  recently  of  the  state  of  the  market  to  the  Corporation : one  was 
upon  the  8th  of  November,  1851,  the  other  upon  the  9th  of  December,  in  the  same  year. 
I could  furnish  them  to  the  Commissioners. 


Mr.  Boshell  examined. ' 

2340.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  the  weighmaster  at  the  second  weigh-bridge 
belonging  to  the  Corporation. 

2341.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated  by  Mr. 
Browne,  respecting  tbe  hay  and  straw  market? — I cannot.  I have  only  been  recently 
appointed  to  my  present  situation,  but  I concur  in  all  that  Mr.  Browne  has  stated. 

Mr.  Thomas  Longan  examined. 

2342.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  the  inspector  of  the  market,  and  have  been  so 
for  about  three  years. 

2343.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated  by  Mr. 
Browne  ? — I cannot.  I concur  with  him  in  every  respect. 

James  Taylor,  esq.,  examined. 

2344.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a merchant.  I was  for  some  time  in  the  hay 
rade,  and  I wish  to  make  a few  observations  upon  the  system  adopted  in  Snnthfield  market. 
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Upon  one  occasion,  my  partners  and  myself  lost  £80  from  the  effects  of  that  system.  We 
bought  hay  at  30s.  per  ton  in  Dublin,  shipped  it  to  Liverpool,  and  sold  it  there  at 
£3  10s.  per  ton.  and  yet  we  were  losers  to  the  above  amount.  I would  oblige,  as  is  the  case 
in  England,  all  farmers  to  bring  their  hay,  in  trusses,  into  the  market ; as  under  the  present 
system,  the  carmen,  who  buy  a great  deal  of  hay  in  Dublin,  but  require  only  a small  quantity 
at  a time,  are  prevented  from  buying  in  Smithfield  market,  and  have  to  purchase  from 
forestallers ; besides,  the  present  system  of  selling  by  loads,  renders  it  almost  impossible 
to  ascertain  whether  the  interior  of  the  load  is  as  good  as  the  exterior.  Such  an  alteration 
would  be  a great  advantage  to  persons  purchasing  hay  for  export,  as  I would  give  a much 
larger  price  for  hay,  so  made  up,  than  under  the  present  system.  This  mode  has  been  found 
to  work  well  in  England  and  Scotland,  and  I cannot  see  why  we  should  be  behind  our 
neighbours.  I do  not  wish  to  cast  any  imputation  upon  the  persons  having  the  management 
of  Smithfield  market,  hut  I would  consider  it  beneficial  to  both  buyer  and  seller,  that  all 
hay  brought  in  there  for  sale  should  be  made  up  in  trusses. 

2345.  Are  persons  compelled  by  law  in  Liverpool  to  bring  their  hay  into  the  market  in 
trusses? — I cannot  say  whether  it  is  compulsory  or  not.  A great  quantity  of  hay  brought 
into  Smithfield  market  is,  I understand  purchased  by  dairymen,  for  the  purpose  of  ricking  it. 

2346.  How  could  the  hay  be  ricked,  if  it  was  brought  made  up  in  trusses  ? — There  would 
be,  undoubtedly,  a difficulty  in  that  case,  but  I would  invest  a hundred  pounds  in  hay,  if  it 
were  made  up  as  I have  suggested. 

2347-  Is  there  any  thing  to  prevent  persons  bringing  their  hay  made  up  in  that  way  at 
present  ? — There  is  not. 

2348  Do  you  think  the  present  charges  in  the  market  reasonable  ? — I cannot  say ; I never 
gave  the  matter  any  consideration. 

2349.  Are  not  frauds  practised  in  the  sale  of  straw,  which  is  made  up  in  bundles? — I 
believe  there  are,  but  it  is  not  so  likely  that  they  would  be  successfully  practised  where  the 
commodity  is  made  up  in  small  parcels,  as  where  it  is  sold  in  bulk. 

2350.  Do  you  buy  in  the  butter  market? — I do  ; I think  there  ought  to  be  one  general 
market  in  this  town,  established  upon  the  principle  of  the  Cork  markets.. 


Mr.  John  Archbold  examined. 

2351.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  deputy-weighmaster  of  the  Little  Green  butter- 
market  ; I was  appointed  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  officers  of  the  Corporation.  I have  held 
the  office  since  1843. 

2352.  Have  you  been  sworn  under  the  4th  Anne,  c.  14  ? — I have. 

2353.  Who  is  the  owner  of  the  market  ? — It  belongs  to  Clarkes,  minors. 

2354.  What  are  the  charges  made  in  the  market  for  weighing  ? — Two  pence  per  firkin 
for  storage,  cranage,  and  furnishing  crane  notes. 

2355.  Is  butter  inspected  in  the  market? — It  is  not. 

2356.  What  is  the  commission  charged  by  the  salesmasters  ? — Nine  pence  for  each  firkin 
or  cool. 

2357..  Can  any  person  sell  in  the  market,  without  employing  a salesmaster? — They  can. 

2353.  What  are  the  deductions  made  in  weighing  butter  in  the  nature  of  tret  or  beam- 
age  ? — F our  pounds  from  every  hundred-weight, 

2359.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight  ? — Down  weight. 

2360.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use? — We  weigh  to  a pound. 

2361.  Do  you  tare  the  firkin? — We  do  ; but  we  weigh  the  cools  net,  taking  the  butter 
out  of  them. 

2362.  Is  much  butter  sent  into  the  market  in  an  improper  state  ? — Not  a great  deal. 

2363.  Can  you  suggest  any  improvement  in  the  present  system  ? — No ;.  I think  it  is  a 
very  fair  one. 

2364.  How  many  butter  markets  are  there  in  Dublin? — Four : Thomas-street,  Spital- 
fields,  Kevin-street,  and  Little  Green. 

2365.  What  is  the  greatest  quantity  of  butter  sold  in  one  year  in  your  market  ? — From 
thirty  to  forty  thousands  cools  or  firkins. 

2366.  What  is  the  amount  paid  for  standing  in  the  market-place  ? — About  a halfpenny 
for  every  square  foo’t. 

2367.  What  are  the  frauds  principally  practised  in  your  market  ? — The  frauds  consist  in 
remaking  the  butter,  and  mixing  it  with  various  ingredients,  such  as  annato  and  turmeric, 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  its  colour. 

2368.  Does  the  remaking  and  washing  the  butter  injure  it? — I do  not  think  it  does. 

2369.  Does  colouring  it  with  annato  and  turmeric  injure  the  butter  ? — I have  heard  it 
stated  that  it  does  not. 


Mr.  Wm.  Magrath  examined. 

2370.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a dealer  in  butter,  fowls,  and  eggs. 

2371.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  been  stated? — Great  frauds 
prevail  in  the  butter  market,  and  the  butter  which  is  sold  is  generally  made  up  of  water 
and  salt,  which  forms  three  parts  of  it.  Mr.  Arclibold  does  not  care  about  the  quality  of 
the  butter,  provided  it  is  weighed  with  him. 
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Mr.  Macken,  examined. 

2372.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  deputy-weighmaster  of  the  butter  market  in 
Thomas  street.  I was  appointed  by  Mr.  Eaton,  who  was  formerly  weighmaster  in  that 
market,  and  who  rents  the  market  from  me,  as  the  ground  upon  which  it  stands  is  mine. 

2373.  What  quantity  of  butter  is  sold  and  weighed  in  the  market? — Very  little  at 
present.  The  gross  amount  received  for  weighing  last  year  was  only  £6  6s.  4 d. 

2374.  Have  you  taken  the  oaths  of  office,  under  the  4th  Anne,  c.  14  ? — I have. 

2375.  Was  much  butter  formerly  sold  and  weighed  in  that  market? — A great  deal. 
Upon  the  passing  of  Sir  H.  Parnell's  Act.  Mr.  Eaton  received  £380  annually,  as  compensa- 
tion. I make  a return  to  Government  of  the  amount  received  by  me  for  the  weighing  and 
inspection  of  the  butter  sold  in  the  market ; but  Mr.  Eaton  does  not  receive  anything, 
except  the  above  compensation.  He  pays  me  a salary  for  performing  the  duty. 

2376.  What  charges  do  you  make  for  weighing  and  inspection  ? — Two  pence  for  every 
firkin,  and  2d.  for  every  cool. 

2377-  What  deductions  are  made  by  you  in  the  nature  of  beamage  from  the  gross 
weight  of  the  butter  ? — One  pound  for  every  twenty-eight  pounds ; two  pounds  for  every 
fifty-six  pounds  ; three  pounds  for  every  eighty-four  pounds ; and  four  pounds  for  every 
hundred-weight. 

2378.  Do  you  tare  the  firkin  besides  ? — I do. 

2379.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  downweight? — Downweight.  The  scale  in 
which  the  firkin  is  placed  must  touch  the  ground. 

2380.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  falling  off  in  the  receipts  ? — To  the  inspection 
being  rendered  unnecessary.  The  sellers  resort  to  those  markets  in  which  there  is  no 
inspection. 

2381.  Is  much  fraud  practised  in  making  up  the  butter  brought  into  the  market? — A 
great  deal  of  butter  comes  into  the  market  in  an  improper  state. 

2382.  It  is  said  that  various  ingredients  are  mixed  with  the  butter  to  improve  its  appear- 
ance, and  defraud  the  buyer ; what  are  the  ingredients  used  for  the  purpose  of  adulter- 
ating the  butter  ? — Carrots,  potato-flower,  and  even  yellow  soap,  is  stated  as  being  used. 

2383.  Have  you  ever  known  carrots  used  for  that  purpose? — I have  heard  it  said  that 
it  was  mixed  in  it,  to  give  it  a high  colour. 

2384  Is  the  same  quantity  of  butter  exported  from  Dublin  as  formerly  ? — No,  I believe 
not.  Under  the  present  system,  a man  must  qualify  the  butter  himself. 

2385.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  the  Dublin  merchants  making  a second  quality  a first  ? — I 
have. 

2386.  Can  you  suggest  any  improvement  in  the  market? — Great  improvements  might 
be  effected,  as  there  is  at  present  no  system  in  the  market.  A person  may  buy  as  he 
chooses;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  the  poor  suffer  considerably,  by  having  an  inferior 
article  imposed  upon  them.  Dublin  butter  does  not  rank  as  highly  as  it  formerly  did  ; 
and  I attribute  that  to  the  change  of  the  system. 

2387.  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  one  general  market,  in  which  all  the  butter  sold 
in  the  town  should  be  weighed  and  sold,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an  efficient  staff, 
and  under  the  proper  supervision  of  a sworn  officer  ? — I think  that  such  an  arrangement 
might  be  inconvenient  to  some  of  the  sellers.  I do  not  think  it  would  do  to  concentrate 
all  the  markets  in  one  locality. 

2388.  How  many  firkins  of  butter  did  you  inspect  and  weigh  last  year  ?—  I think,. about 
600  firkins. 


Mr.  John  Shaw,  examined. 

2389.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  the  deputy-weighmaster  in  Kevin-street  market ; 
Carroll  is  the  weighmaster. 

2390-  Who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  market  ? — The  Archbishop  of  Dublin.  He  is,  I am 
informed,  bound  to  keep  the  market  open  by  terms  of  his  charter. 

2391-  What  is  the  principal  produce  sold  in  Kevin-street  market ? — Butter;  some  hay 
is  also  weighed  there. 

2392.  Have  you  taken  the  oaths  of  office,  under  the  4th  Anne,  c.  14  ? — 1 have  not. 

2393.  How  long  have  you  been  deputy-weighmaster  in  the  market  ? — Since  the  year 
1848. 

2394.  Is  any  charge  made  by  you  for  weighing  butter  ? — Not  for  weighing  for  the  factors ; 
but  we  charge  the  public  who  weigh  at  our  scales  Id.  per  draught.  Very  little  butter  is 
weighed  at  our  scales,  unless  in  the  case  of  a dispute  between  the  seller  and  the  factor. 

2395.  What  quantity  of  butter  did  you  weigh  last  year? — I cannot  tell.  I did  not 
receive  as  fees  for  weighing  butter  more  than  3 d.  or  Ad.  The  sellers  generally  bring  their 
butter  direct  to  the  factors,  who  weigh  it  for  them. 

2396.  Do  all  the  factors  who  deal  in  your  market  weigh  in  their  own  stores  ? — No. 
Formerly  all  the  factors  were  in  the  habit  of  weighing  in  the  market;  but  some  misunder- 
standing having  arisen  between  them  and  the  person  employed  as  weighmaster,  they 
discontinued  doing  so  ; and  now  but  two  of  the  factors  weigh  in  the  market,  and  are  not 
charged ; but  the  remaining  seven  weigh  at  their  own  stores.  There  are  only  nine  factors 
who  deal  in  the  market. 

2397-  What  salary  do  you  receive  from  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin? — £l  per  week. 
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5398.  What  was  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  market  last  year  for  weighing  all  Sorts  of 
produce  ? — £23  10s.  1 d. 

2399.  Have  you  any  other  occupation  than  as  deputy-weighmaster  ?— Yes ; T am  the 
inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  manor  of  St.  Sepulchre ; I have  been  appointed 
to  that  situation  by  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  and  I account  with  Mr  Carroll,  his  agent, 
for  the  fees  I receive. 

2400.  What  are  the  charges  made  by  you  for  weighing  hay  ?— Whatever  I can  get. 

240  I . What  are  the  charges  for  weighing  oats  ? — One  penny  per  barrel.  I charge  the 

same  for  any  thing  under  a barrel.  If  only  a stone  was  weighed  I would  charge  Id.  for  it. 

2402.  Is  much  adulterated  butter  sold  in  your  market? — Very  little,  I should  say. 

2403.  The  market  is  in  a very  ruinous  and  dilapidated  condition  ; why  is  it  not  put  in 
better  repair  ? — It  is  not  worth  while  for  the  Archbishop  to  do  so,  as  he  only  rents  the 
premises  from  year  to  year.  He  does  not  charge  the  factors  any  thing  for  weighing  for 
them ; only  two  of  the' factors  avail  themselves  of  that  privilege,  and  that  is  because  they 
have  no  scales  of  their  own.  The  rest  weigh  at  their  own  scales. 

2404.  What  rent  does  the  Archbishop  pay  for  the  premises  ? — He  pays  £200  per  annum. 
I have  heard  Mr  Carroll,  his  agent,  say,  that  he  would  be  very  glad  to  get  out  of  it,  as  he 
loses  very  considerably  by  it.  At  the  time  Mr.  Russell  was  weighmaster,  the  profits  of  the 
market  were  £300  per  annum. 

2405.  If  the  premises  were  put  in  good  order,  and  a market  with  sufficient  accom- 
modation and  a sworn  weighmaster,  was  provided,  do  you  think  the  market  might  be  made 
a profitable  business? — I think  it  might,  as  all  the  butter  from  the  counties  of  Wexford 
and  Wicklow  are  brought  to  it. 

Mr.  John  Bowden  examined. 

2406.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  weighmaster  at  the  new  market  on  the  Coombe. 

2407.  Is  much  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  market  ?—  No ; there  is  no  regular  market, 
and  the  great  proportion  of  the  agricultural  produce  sold  there  is  sold  by  the  bulk. 

2408.  Who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  market  ? — Lord  Meath.  A company  took  it  from  him, 
hut  finding  they  could  not  make  anything  out  of  it,  they  gave  it  to  me.  I pay  a rent  for  it 
to  Mr.  Wall. 

2409.  What  are  the  charges  you  make  for  weighing  ? — I have  no  fixed  charges;  hut  I 
generally  charge  5 d.  per  ton  for  weighing  hay  ; 4 d.  for  straw,  if  under  fourteen  hundred- 
weight, and  Gd.  if  over  fourteen  hundred-weight.  I charge  whatever  1 can  get ; the  sellers 
come  and  make  their  contract  with  me  beforehand,  as  to  what  they  are  to  pay. 

24 1 0.  What  is  the  principal  produce  sold  in  the  market  ? — Bark : and  I get  for  weighing 
it  about  5d.  or  6 d.  a load. 

2411.  Do  you  keep  a book  in  -which  you  enter  the  quantity  sold,  price,  and  amount? — I 
keep  a book  in  which  I enter  the  quantity  sold. 

2412.  What  were  your  gross  receipts  for  weighing  last  year  ?— Fifty  pounds ; but  I pay 
a rent  of  £15  4s.  per  annum  for  it. 

2413.  Was  there  ever  a regular  market  there? — No,  there  was  not,  as  there  are  no 
factors  in  the  neighbourhood.  Kevin-street  market  interferes  with  it  very  much,  and  has 
injured  it.  At  the  time  of  the  dispute  between  the  Archbishop  and  the  factors  in  that 
market,  I was  employed  at  Kevin-street  market ; the  cause  of  the  dispute  was  the  factors 
insisting  on  weighing  their  butter  at  their  own  stores. 

2414.  In  what  capacity  were  you  employed  at  Kevin-street  market  ? — I was  the  deputy- 
weighmaster. 

2415.  Have  you  any  beams  and  scales  in  your  present  market  ? — I have  not,  I have  only 
a weigh-bridge. 

2416  Have  you  ever  taken  the  oaths  of  offices  under  the  4th  Anne,  c.  14? — Not  since 
the  year  1827,  when  I was  sworn  at  Kevin-street. 
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2417.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  the  lessee  of  Spitalfi elds  market.  Mr. Nicholas Lawl 

2418.  Who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  market  ? — I believe  the  Society  of  Swift’s  Hospital. 

They  leased  it  to  us,  and  we  leased  it  to  the  Corporation. 

2419.  What  is  the  principal  produce  of  the  market? — Bacon  and  butter  ; the  Corpo- 
ration pay  us  £50  per  annum  ; we  deal  as  factors  in  the  market. 

2420.  When  you  deal  in  the  market,  do  you  pay  like  any  other  individual? — We  do ; we 
pay  just  as  if  we  were  strangers. 

Mr.  Hunter  Pettigrew  examined.  177 

2421.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  the  weighmaster  of  Spitalfields  market.  I account  Mr.  Pettigrew, 
to  the  Corporation,  by  whom  I have  been  appointed,  for  all  the  money  I receive,  and  get  in 

return  a fixed  salary. 

2422.  What  are  the  charges  you  make  in  the  market  for  weighing  ? — One  penny  for  each 
pig  for  bacon : 2 d.  for  each  cool,  and  3d.  lor  each  firkin  of  butter.  There  is  generally  a pig 
and  a-half  in  each  draught,  for  which  we  always  charge  2d. ; we  charge  lOrf.  for  each 
carcase  of  beef. 

2423.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight? — The  scale  must  touch  the  ground 
or  I do  not  consider  it  to  be  weight. 

P 2 
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2424.  Wliat  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  in  weighing  in  the  mai-ket  ? — We  use  nothing 
under  one  pound. 

2425.  What  deductions  are  made  from  the  gross  weight,  in  the  nature  of  beamage  or 
other  allowances  ? — Four  pounds  from  each  hundred-weight,  in  bacon,  and  the  same  in 
hams ; in  butter,  if  the  cool  exceeds  fifty-six  pounds,  two  pounds  for  beamage,  and  under 
that  weight,  only  one  pound  for  beamage.  If  the  weight  of  the  cool  or  firkin  be  a hundred- 
weight, or  if  it  exceeds  three-quarters  of  a hundred-weight,  three  pounds. 

2426.  Would  it  not  be  a much  fairer  arrangement  for  to  weigh  standing  beam,  and  let 
the  sellers  and  purchasers  regulate  their  prices  accordingly  ? — I think  not ; the  buyer 
knows  beforehand  that  he  is  to  get  those  allowances,  and  gives  a larger  price  in  propor- 
tion ; besides  which,  he  is  obliged,  if  a private  purchaser,  to  pay  3d.  for  taking  home  the 
article. 

2427.  Is  any  larger  allowance  made  in  the  case  of  wet  bacon  ? — It  is  generally  weighed 
gross,  and  there  is  no  fixed  allowance  for  it ; the  allowance  is  confined  to  dry  bacon. 

2428.  Is  a stone  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds  ? — It  is. 

2429.  Is  a hundred-weight  always  calculated  at  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  avoir- 
dupois ? — It  is. 

2430.  What  are  the  gross  annual  proceeds  of  the  market  ? — I cannot  say  from  recollec- 
tion ; I always  lodge  the  money  as  I receive  it. 

2431.  Can  you  suggest  anything  in  addition  to  what  you  have  already  stated  ? — Yes.  I 
should  state,  that  great  inconvenience  results  from  the  passage  to  the  market  being  very 
narrow,  so  much  so  that  it  is  impossible  for  a man  with  a beast  or  a float  to  get  through 
it : this  might  be  improved  at  a trifling  expense. 

2432.  Is  there  any  inspector  in  the  market  ? — There  is  not. 

2433.  Is  much  adulterated  butter  brought  into  your  market? — No;  I never  heard  of 
butter  having  been  mixed  with  soap,  as  stated  by  a former  witness. 

2434.  Does  much  washed  butter  come  in  ? — I have  heard  there  is,  but  I am  not  aware 
of  it  of  my  own  knowledge. 

2435.  Has  any  diminution  taken  place  in  the  quantity  of  butter  brought  into  your  mar- 
ket in  the  last  few  years  ? — There  has  been  a decrease  in  the  quantity  of  butter  brought 
in  in  firkins,  but  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  open  butter.  At  present,  the  firkin 
butter  goes  direct  to  the  merchants’  stores,  for  transhipment. 

2436.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  an  improvement  to  have  the  butter  go  into  the  mar- 
ket, as  formerly,  before  it  is  taken  to  the  merchants’  stores  ? — I think  that  such  an  arrange- 
ment would  cause  an  increase  in  the  trade,  and  put  a stop  to  fraud. 

2437.  Was  much  fraud  practised  under  the  old  system? — There  was  not. 

2438.  Who  was  the  inspector  in  former  times  ? — Mr.  M Cabe  and  Mr.  Macken. 

178.  Mr.  Nugent,  examined. 

Mr.  Nugent. 

2439.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a factor ; I purchase  largely  in  Spitalfields 
market. 

2440.  You  have  heard  what  has  been  stated  by  Mr.  Pettigrew,  can  you  add  anything 
to  what  he  has  said  ? — I cannot,  except  that  he  has  stated  that  four  pounds  are  deducted 
from  the  gross  weight  of  every  pig  ; and  I should  wish  to  observe,  that  such  an  allowance 
is  absolutely  necessary,  as  it  frequently  happens,  that  a quantity  of  the  salt  remains  in  the 
hollow  of  the  shoulder  of  the  pig.  This  cannot  be  detected  until  the  pig  is  cut  up,  and  is 
the  reason  why  that  deduction  is  made. 

2441.  What  would  be  the  weight  of  the  greatest  quantity  of  salt  which  could  remain  in 
the  shoulder  ? — I should  say  about  half  a pound. 

2442.  Could  not  the  factor  allow  for  that  quantity  of  salt  if  this  allowance  or  deduction 
were  done  away  with  ? — It  might  be  very  inconvenient  to  him,  and,  under  the  present 
system,  he  has  four  pounds  to  cover  his  loss,  if  any. 

2443.  Would  not  a man  who  brought  in  his  pig  in  good  order,  under  the  system  I 
suggest,  get  a better  price  for  it  ? — He  would. 

2444.  What  commission  is  charged  upon  selling  pigs? — One  shilling  is  charged  for 
factorage. 

2445.  What  is  the  charge  for  commission  on  butter  ? — One  shilling  per  cool  if  its  price 
exceeds  20s. ; and  if  it  is  under  that  price,  lOtZ.  The  factor  has  to  pay  2d.  for  weighing 
out  of  that,  which  reduces  his  commission  to  10*'/.  or  8d. 

2446.  Can  you  suggest  any  further  reason  against  doing  away  with  beamage  altogether, 
and  regulating  the  price  accordingly  ? — I think  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  the  factor ; 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  he  could  do  so.  I think,  however,  that  it  would  lead  to  litiga- 
tion. 

2447.  What  are  the  deductions  usually  made  in  selling  fresh  pork  ? — Six  pounds  on 
each  pig,  for  feet,  blood,  and  guts.  I may  observe,  that  a factor  is  obliged  to  pay  his  men 
3d.  for  each  pig  they  bring  home.  If  you  did  away  with  the  allowance  of  four  pounds, 
they  could  not  afford  to  do  so. 

2448.  What  number  of  pigs  do  you  purchase  annually? — About  1,000  in  the  year;  I 
also  sell  a great  quantity  of  bacon,  and  have  to  make  the  same  allowance  or  deduction  for 
beamage  in  its  sale  as  other  sellers ; so  that  in  speaking  against  doing  away  with  it,  I 
am  speaking  against  my  own  interest. 


DUBLIN, 
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Mr.  William  Garrett  examined. 

2449.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  the  salesmaster  in  the  Little  Green  market. 

2450.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated? — I wish 
to  state  that  the  system  in  that  market  is  very  irregular  as  regards  eggs,  in  which  I deal 
principally.  The  charges  for  a standing  of  a box  containing  120,000  eggs  is  only  Is.  6d.  or 
lv.  Ad.,  whilst  the  charge  for  a crate  containing  50,000  or  60,000,  is  Is.  2d. ; the  charge 
ought  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  quantity,  but  this  is  not  so.  Besides  which,  the  appropriation 
of  the  stalls  is  not  fairly  carried  on.  I think  a person  ought  to  be  charged  according  to  the 
ground  he  occupies,  and  not  according  to  the  quantity  his  box  or  crate  contains.  If  the 
market  afforded  more  accommodation  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  dealers  during  the 
egg  season. 


3rd  November,  1852. 

2451.  Mr.  Michael  Finn  addressed  the  Commissioners,  and  stated,  that  in  consequence 
of  what  appeared  in  the  morning  papers  of  this  day,  he  had  attended  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  any  impressions  that  might  exist  in  the  minds  of  the  Commissioners,  as  far  as  his 
own  conduct  was  concerned ; and  with  that  view  was  anxious  to  give  every  information  in 
his  power  connected  with  the  markets  of  Smithfield,  in  which  he  was  one  of  the  weigh- 
. masters,  having  succeeded  his  father,  who  had  been  appointed  weighmaster  by  Mr. 
O’Connell,  when  Lord  Mayor. 

2452.  Do  you  charge  the  factors  less  than  you  do  any  other  person  for  weighing  hay  or 
straw? — I do  not;  I sometimes  pay  the  man  loading  2d.,  or  some  similar  amount,  to  get  him 
a pint  of  porter,  but  do  not  allow  \d.  per  hundred-weight,  or  any  other  amount  to  a factor. 
I always  charge  \d.  per  hundred-weight  for  weighing,  and  never  less. 

2453.  Is  it  the  buyer  or  seller  pays  for  weighing  ? — The  seller  always. 

2454.  Are  you  under  the  control  of  the  Lord  Mayor  or  Corporation  ? — No ; I am  under 
the  control  of  no  person  or  body  whatever,  but  am,  of  course,  liable  by  law  for  any  fraud  I 
may  be  guilty  of. 

2455.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  for  the  improvement  of  the  market  ?— I think 
that  an  act  should  be  passed,  prohibiting  any  person  weighing  hay  or  straw  within  half  a- 
mile  of  Dublin ; and  upon  such  an  act  being  passed,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  treating 
with  the  weighmasters  generally,  who  are  quite  willing  to  give  up  their  occupation  upon 
receiving  a fair  and  even  moderate  compensation.  About  £800  per  annum  among  all  the 
weighmasters,  would,  I am  quite  sure,  satisfy  them,  divided  among  them  for  their  respec- 
tive lives,  in  proportion  to  their  profits  on  weighing.  If  the  market  was  then  enlarged,  by 
carrying  it,  in  the  direction  of  the  river,  down  to  the  quay,  it  would,  I have  no  doubt,  bring 
the  Corporation  an  additional  revenue  of  £2,000  a-year;  and  of  course  as  the  present  weigh- 
masters die  off,  the  Corporation  will  receive  a further  revenue  by  their  compensation 
falling  in.  The  weighmasters,  however,  cannot  be  treated  with  until  an  act,  such  as  I 
referred  to,  is  first  passed,  as  otherwise  there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  any  other 
person  setting  up  a weigh-bridge,  after  the  present  weighmasters  had  been  settled  with. 

2456.  Under  what  authority  do  you  act  as  weighmaster? — Under  the  Dublin  Improve- 
ment Act,  and  only  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Lord  Mayor. 

2457.  Are  there  many  frauds  committed  in  the  market  with  respect  to  weighing  ? — Not 
at  present ; I do  not  hear  of  them. 

2458.  Do  any  frauds  connected  with  the  purchase  of  hay  and  straw  by  gentlemen’s  servants 
exist  in  the  market? — I believe  they  do  exist,  but  very  rarely  now.  In  one  case,  I remember, 
Sir  Timothy  O’Brien,  on  weighing  a load  of  hay  on  my  weigh-bridge,  found  a deficiency  of 
two  and  a-half  hundred  weight,  from  the  weight  in  the  ticket  furnished  by  another  weigh- 
master. Sir  Timothy  had  it  then  weighed  on  Mr.  Browne’s  weigh-bridge,  and  the  weight 
agreed  with  that  furnished  by  me.  The  seller  then  consented  to  receive  the  price  of  the 
lesser  quantity.  Another  fraud,  of  a different  character,  is  sometimes  practised.  A factor 
will  agree  to  take  a load  at  a larger  price  per  hundred-weight,  provided  the  seller  will  give 
him  a hundred-weight  or  two  in — that  is,  charge  him  for  one  or  two  hundred-weight  less 
than  the  load  consists  of;  and  thus  the  factor  selling  recommends  himself  to  his  customer, 
by  appearing  to  sell  for  a larger  price  than  another  factor,  not  making  use  of  this  deception, 
does. 

2459.  How  often  do  you  weigh  the  empty  carts  ? — I tare  the  carts  summer  and  winter. 

I think  it  would  be  better  in  all  cases  not  to  issue  a ticket  until  the  cart  is  taxed. 

Mr.  James  Muluany  examined. 

2460.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I conducted  business  for  Mr.  Holmes,  in  May-lane,  it 
is  not  in  Smithfield  market. 

2461.  Does  Mr.  Holmes  account  to  the  Corporation  ? — He  does  not. 

2462.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  put  the  whole  market  under  the  Corporation  ? It  would. 

2463.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 
efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  the  produce  brought  to  market 
should  be  sold  and  weighed? — I would. 

2464.  Are  there  many  frauds  in  the  market  ?— Not  many  since  Mr.  Browne  was  appointed 
weighmaster  to  the  Corporation. 

2465.  Are  there  any  frauds  which  would  render  any  changes  advisable? — If  there, are 
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they  do  not  come  under  my  observation.  I heard  of  frauds,  but  could  not  give  proof  of 
them. 

2466.  Are  you  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Dodd? — No;  I have  no  interest  in  the  weigh- 
bridge. 

2467-  Is  it  the  fact  that  Mr.  Dodd  requires  all  the  hay  and  straw  bought  for  him  to  be 
weighed  in  Mr.  Holmes’s  scales  ?— Mr.  Dodd  pays  a fixed  sum  for  the  use  of  the  weigh- 
bridge to  Mr.  Holmes. 

2468.  What  do  the  farmers  pay  for  weighing  to  Mr.  Holmes? — One  halfpenny  per 
hundred-weight.  I do  not  know  the  arrangement  made  by  Mr.  Dodd  for  the  use  of  the 
weigh-bridge. 

2460.  Are  there  any  other  factors  who  pay  less  than  ±2d.  per  hundred-weight? — No. 

2470.  Does  Mr.  Holmes  give  money  to  persons  who  bring  loads  to  be  weighed  at  his 
weigh-house  ? — He  may,  occasionally,  give  2d.  or  so  to  the  porter. 

2471.  Do  you  ever  give  tickets  without  tare  being  marked  upon  them? — I generally 
mark  the  tare  upon  every  ticket,  and  never  issue  one  without  it,  unless  to  a person  I am 
very  well  acquainted  with.  I think  that  new  figures  should  be  put  upon  all  the  carts  that 
now  frequent  the  market,  and  a heavy  penalty  inflicted  upon  the  owner  of  a cart  which 
was  found  heavier  than  the  weight  at  which  it  was  registered. 


182.  James  Pointing  examined, 

s Pointing. 

2472.  What  is  your  occupation? — I weigh  for  Mr.  Addey,  who  has  a weigh-house. 

2473.  What  does  he  charge? — He  always  charges  \d.  per  hundred-weight ; on  one 
occasion  he  charged  only  6c£.  per  load.  I never  knew  of  his  charging  less,  or  of  his  return- 
ing part  of  his  weighing  fees  to  any  factor. 

[Mr.  Browne,  the  weighmaster  to  the  Corporation,  produces  several  tickets,  the  tares  upon 
which  had  been  altered  after  the  ticket  was  issued;  and  makes  the  following  statement ] : — 
I know  of  Mr.  Gresham  having,  four  or  five  years  ago,  paid  for  five  hundred-weight  of  hay 
more  than  was  delivered.  An  inquiry  was  made  by  him  at  the  time,  and  the  parties  who 
had  practised  the  fraud,  dreading  exposure,  the  amount  which  he  was  overcharged  was 
left  at  his  house  during  his  absence. 

2474.  Are  the  tickets  ever  filled  up  without  the  ha}’  or  straw  having  been  weighed? — 
Yes,  I know  of  weighmasters’  tickets  that  were  obtained  and  filled  up,  without  the  carts 
ever  going  to  the  weigh-bridge.  1 also  heard  that  £500  was  on  one  occasion  given  to  Mr. 
Dycer,  of  Stephen’s-green,  to  prevent  proceedings  being  instituted  by  him,  for  some  fraud 
of  this  nature. 

2475.  Did  you  ever  know  of  tickets  being  filled  up  by  a factor,  without  having  weighed 
the  load  ? — I never  knew  of  its  being  done,  unless  with  the  consent  of  seller  and  buyer. 


183. 


Mr.  Broivne  examined  as  to  cattle-market  at  Smithfield. 


2476.  Under  what  authority  is  the  cattle-market  at  Smithfield  held? — Under  the  Cor- 
poration and  the  Dublin  Improvement  Act. 

2477.  Are  tolls  paid  in  it? — They  are  not. 

2478.  Could  I send  cattle  and  place  them  upon  any  man’s  standing  in  the  market  ? — You 
could  not-  The  houses  around  the  market  are  let  at  a very  high  rent,  and  the  frontage 
goes  with  the  houses.  The  parties  occupying  the  houses  claim  a prescriptive  right  to  the 
ground,  but  are  not  entitled  to  it ; although  they  put  up  pens  upon  their  frontage  every 
cattle-market  day,  they  are  obliged  to  remove  them  for  the  hay  markets. 

2479-  If  1 put  my  cattle  upon  the  ground  now  occupied  by  a salesmaster,  would  he  drive 
them  off? — He  would  not  do  so  himself,  but  a number  of  the  drivers  employed  in  the 
market  would  do  so.  The  whole  of  the  ground  of  the  market  is  taken  up  by  the  pens  of 
the  salesmasters. 

2480.  Is  it  possible  for  any  man  to  sell  cattle  in  Smithfield  without  paying  commission 
to  a salesmaster? — It  is  not. 

2481.  Do  you  know  of  an  instance  in  which  a person  who  endeavoured  to  sell  cattle 
in  Smithfield  was  interfered  with  and  prevented? — Yes.  Mr.  Ganly,  of  Usher’s  Island, 
commenced  business  as  a salesmaster,  and  he  could  not  get  one  foot  of  ground  in  the 
market,  and,  therefore,  put  up  his  pens  in  a street  outside  it.  A complaint  was  made 
to  the  Lord  Mayor  that  he  was  creating  an  obstruction  in  the  street.  An  order  was 
given  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  to  have  him  removed  and  clear  away  the  obstruction.  Mr. 
Ganly  showed  the  Lord  Mayor,  that  if  some  carts,  which  had  no  occasion  for  remaining  in 
the  street  were  removed,  the  obstruction  would  cease.  The  Lord  Mayor  directed  them  to  be 
removed ; and  since  then  Mr.  Ganly  has  had  sufficient  room  for  selling,  without  interfering 
with  the  passage  to  and  from  the  market.  If  the  present  market  was  enlarged,  and 
opened  into  Phoenix-street  and  Brunswick-street,  there  would  be  sufficient  room  for  every 
person  to  sell  for  himself,  and  it  would  bring  a large  revenue  to  the  Corporation.  At  present, 
if  any  farmer  was  to  put  his  sheep  into  any  of  the  existing  pens,  the  ropes  would  be  cut, 
and  the  sheep  hunted  away  by  the  drovers. 


184. 

Mr.  'William  Ptuart. 


Mr.  William  Stuart,  examined. 

2482.  Do  you  know  the  manner  in  which  sales  of  cattle  are  conducted  in  Smithfield  ? — 
Yes ; 1 served  my  time  in  that  market,  but  could  not  set  up  there  as  a salesmaster,  without 
buying  a house  there,  in  order  to  get  possession  of  the  ground  in  front  of  it. 

2483.  Would  opening  the  market  to  Phcenix-street  and  Brunswick-street,  afford  sufficient 
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accommodation  ? — I think  it  would.  It  is  the  owner  of  a house  that  claims  the  space  in 
front  of  it.  Mr.  Aunger  has  the  frontage  he  occupies  by  long  usage. 

2484.  Is  there  sufficient  accommodation  in  the  pig-market? — There  is  not. 

2485.  Would  it  not  be  easier  to  establish  a new  market  than  to  enlarge  Smithfield? 
Smithfield  is  the  best  place  for  the  market,  being  very  convenient  to  the  principal  railways. 

2486.  What  is  the  commission  charged  by  the  factors  ? — It  is  usually  2b  per  cent. 

2487.  Can  a man  sell  his  own  cattle  in  Liverpool  market  ? — I understand  he  can. 

Mr.  Boshell  examined. 

2488.  Do  all  the  salesmasters  in  Smithfield  market  charge  the  same  commission  ? — They 
do.  The  regular  charge  made  for  selling  cattle  is  2£  per  cent.,  and  that  is  the  charge  made 
by  all  of  them,  except  Mr.  Ganly,  who  has  recently  set  up  a standing  outside  the  market, 
and  only  charges  1£  per  cent.  lie  charges  only  3 d.  in  the  pound,  upon  the  condition  that 
he  should  be  paid  ready  money  by  the  purchasers.  He  does  not,  however,  on  all  occasions, 
oblige  the  purchasers  to  pay  in  cash,  upon  the  sale,  but  when  he  sends  after  a reasonable 
time  for  the  amount,  he  must  get  it. 

2489.  What  credit  do  the  salesmasters  generally  give  ? — From  seven  to  thirteen  days. 
When  a buyer  takes  cattle  to  the  Liverpool  market,  he  pays  on  his  return. 

2490.  Does  Mr.  Ganlv  generally  get  as  good  a price  as  the  other  salesmasters  ? — I 
cannot  say.  I have  he<trd  no  complaints.  On  account  of  the  salesmasters  giving  too  long 
credit  : some  of  the  butchers  are  entirely  supported  by  the  salesmasters ; and  to  them,  I 
believe,  they  give  long  credit. 

2491.  Have  you  heard  of  many  losses  sustained  by  salesmasters  in  consequence  of  their 
giving  long  credit? — Not  very  often.  There  was  recently  a large  failure  amongst  them. 

2492.  Can  you  suggest  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  you  have  already  stated  ? — I should 
suggest  that  the  market  requires  to  be  enlarged,  and  that  more  space  should  be  afforded, 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  farmers  to  sell  their  own  cattle. 

2493  Suppose  a large  market-place  was  opened,  do  you  think  the  salesmasters  would 
monopolize  all  the  places  in  it? — They  should  be  controlled  in  that  respect,  and  not  al- 
lowed to  take  uj)  all  the  room  of  the  market.  The  present  accommodation  is  sufficient,  and 
no  person  can  sell  without  paying  the  commission  fee  of  2£  per  cent.,  unless  he  sells  at  Mr. 
Ganly ’s  standing,  in  which  case  he  only  pays  1£  per  cent. 

Mr.  Philip  Creagh  examined. 

2494.  What  is  your  occupation? — 1 am  connected  with  Mr.  M'Dermott’s  establishment, 
who  is  a salesmastcr  and  factor;  he  also  keeps  one  of  the  weigh-houses. 

2495.  At  your  weigh-bridge,  do  you  make  a return  to  any  person? — No. 

2496.  What  are  the  charges  for  weighing  at  your  weigh-bridge  ? — One  halfpenny  per 
hundred- weight.  Mr.  M'Dermott,  who  is  a factor,  always  pays  for  weighing  his  own  hay 
and  straw,  and  does  not  derive  any  benefit  from  the  weigh-bridge,  which  is  exclusively 
appropriated  to  the  benefit  of  his  nephew  and  neice,  who  are  entitled  to  the  fees  of  it. 

2497.  Does  he  ever  give  money  to  the  carmen  bringing  hay  or  straw  to  be  weighed  at  his 
weigh-bridge  ? — He  sometimes  gives  some  little  gratuity,  such  as  a pint  of  porter,  or  a 
couple  of  pence,  where  there  are  two  or  three  loads,  but  he  does  not  do  so  to  bring 
custom  to  his  weigh-bridge. 

2498.  Is  Mr.  M'Dermott  in  the  corn  trade? — He  is. 

2499.  What  are  the  charges  for  selling  corn  on  commission? — The  same  as  on  cattle — 
6(7.  in  the  £l ; sometimes  commission  is  charged  at  the  rate  of  3d.  per  barrel. 

2500.  Does  he  sell  corn  at  the  corn  market  ? — He  does. 

2501.  When  the  farmer  delivers  corn  at  the  merchants’  stores,  is  it  always  weighed  ? — 
It  is  not ; one  sack  is  weighed  as  a test  for  the  entire. 

2502.  Is  any  other  charge  made  upon  the  farmer  except  commission  ? — No,  unless 
his  own  men  are  unable  to  hoist  the  corn  into  the  merchant  s lofts,  in  which  case  he  is 
obliged  to  pay  men  for  doing  so. 

2303.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  adopted  at  the  merchants’  stores? — They  take 
down  weight,  and  allow  seven  pounds  for  the  weight  of  the  empty  sack,  and  two  pounds 
for  beamage.  The  scales  in  which  the  sack  is  must  go  to  the  ground.  The  empty  sacks 
are  sometimes  tared. 

2504.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  allowed  for  in  paying  for  corn  ? — They  do  not  allow 
for  less  than  one  stone. 

2505.  Is  all  the  corn  brought  to  the  merchants’  stores,  made  up  in  barrels? — It  is. 

2506.  What  would  it  take  to  bring  the  scales  at  Mr.  M'Dermott’s  stores  from  standing 
beam  to  down  weight? — About  half  a pound. 

2507.  How  can  the  farmer  manage  to  weigh  his  sacks,  or  make  up  his  corn  in  barrels, 
where  he  has  no  scales  at  home  ? — There  are  scales  in  the  factor’s  yard,  in  which  the  farmer 
can  trim  his  sacks,  without  any  charge. 

2508.  Does  not  the  factor  sometimes  cut  back  the  farmer,  upon  the  ground  that  the 

corn  is  not  equal  to  sample  ?— They  frequently  do,  although  the  corn  is  fully  equal  to  the 
sample.  . 

2509.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  all  corn  sent  in,  and  sold  and  weighed,  instead  of 
having  the  corn  sold  by  sample  ? — I think  it  would  ; the  farmer  gains  considerably  by  not 
being  obliged  to  send  'in  his  carts  and  horses,  and  his  men,  with  his  corn,  until  after  it  is 
sold ; but  at  the  same  time,  he  is  very  often  unjustly  cut  back  when  a fall  takes  place  in 
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the  market.  The  farmer  is  also  induced  to  bring  in  his  corn,  upon  the  agreement  that  he 
is  to  get  a certain  price  for  it,  and  is  afterwards  cut  back.  The  farmers  are  well  acquainted 
with  this  contrivance,  and  I have  heard  farmers  say,  when  they  heard  who  were  the  pur- 
chasers of  their  corn,  “ This  will,  when  it  conies  in,  be  made  sixpence  a barrel  less.” 

2510.  Does  the  factor,  when  he  seeks  to  cut  back  the  farmer,  give  him  an  opportunity 
of  taking  away  his  corn,  if  he  does  not  accede  to  his  terms,  or  does  he  wait  to  cut  him 
back  until  the  corn  is  emptied  on  the  loft? — The  merchant  generally  tells  the  farmer  that 
he  will  cut  him  back,  when  the  first  sack  is  emptied  on  the  loft;  and  then  the  farmer  thinks 
it  better  for  him  to  submit  to  a reduction  of  3 d.  a barrel  on  his  corn,  than  take  it  away, 
and  lose  the  day’s  mai-ket. 

2511.  Does  the  farmer,  when  he  has  sold  a number  of  sacks  of  corn,  ever  neglect  to 
bring, them  in  for  delivery  ? — Frequently. 

2512.  How,  then,  can  any  accurate  return  bo  made  of  the  quantity  of  corn  actually  sold, 
if  the  sale  is  made  by  sample  ? — It  cannot  be  done  with  any  degree  of  accuracy.  If  Mr. 
Arkins  were  here  he  might  tell  you.  but  I cannot. 

2513.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  wheat  ?— Twenty  stone  ; but  a barrel  of  wheat 
in  this  town  usully  consists  of  292  pounds. 

2514.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  oats  ?— Fourteen  stone ; but  a barrel  of  oats  in 
this  town  usually  consists  of  198  pounds. 

2515.  In  selling  cattle  by  commission,  is  there  not  a charge  for  a boy,  in  addition  to  the 
two  and  a-half  per  cent  ? — In  the  sale  of  sheep,  there  is  a charge  of  (jd.  for  the  boy  who 
attends  the  pen,  and  who  is  responsible  for  the  sheep,  and  which  is  paid  by  the  seller. 

The  following  letters,  relative  to  the  Dublin  markets,  were  received  from  Mr.  John 
Classon  and  Sir  John  Kingsmill,  with  a request  that  they  might  be  inserted  with  the 
evidence. 

Dublin,  November  3,  1852. 

Gentlemen, 

Great  good  and  public  satisfaction  may  be  expected  as  the  result  of  the  investigation 
you  are  about  to  make  into  the  state  of  the  Dublin  markets.  Here  is,  indeed,  a field  for 
improvement.  I shall,  however,  confine  my  observations  solely  to  the  Smithfield  hay- 
market  ; and  I undertake  to  prove  that  there  is  not  a match  for  this  market,  in  loss  to  both 
seller  and  buyer,  to  be  found  in  Europe;  and,  in  fact,  that  the  wanton  deterioration  of 
property,  and  the  consequent  loss  to  the  public  (both  seller  and  buyer),  amounts,  in  the 
county  of  Dublin  alone,  to  more  than  the  whole  poor  rate  of  this  city.  To  elucidate  this, 
I beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  general  practice  of  the  farmers  resorting  to  the  Dublin 
market.  The  cutting  the  meadows  may  be  considered  as  commencing  from  the  beginning 
of  June,  and  continuing  to  the  end  of  July ; the  hay,  after  being  made,  is  placed  out  in  the 
fields,  in  what  are  called  field-cocks,  instead,  as  is  the  case  at  all  well  regulated  farms, 
being  drawn  in,  and  made  into  rick.  The  hay  thus  left  out  in  those  field-cocks— and  often 
very  small  ones,  with  a view  to  the  future  auction — is  left  to  its  fate,  from  sun,  wind,  and 
rain,  as  well  as  capillary  attraction,  from  the  damp  ground,  to  rot  some  inches  of  the 
bottom.  After  the  lapse  of  weeks,  perhaps  months — I have  known  those  field-hay  auctions 
to  take  place  up  to  the  month  of  December ; but  suppose  they  take  place  earlier,  say  in 
August,  September,  or  October,  still  the  loss  to  the  unfortunate  dairyman  or  stable 
keeper,  is  immense ; they  look  at  the  bulk,  but  where  is  the  greater  portion  of  the  saccha- 
rine, the  really  nutritious  part,  gone  to  but  to  the  elements.  Such  is  generally  the  case 
with  the  buyers  of  hay  from  the  fields,  which  has  been  out  in  those  abominable  field-cocks 
for  four,  five,  six,  aye,  up  to  ten  or  twelve  weeks.  But  suppose  the  auction  does  not 
succeed,’ the  hay,  after  being  ruined,  is  then  to  be  drawn  into  rick,  or,  perhaps,  sent  into 
Smithfield  market  direct  from  the  field,  in  October  or  November.  No  doubt  many  farmers 
would  not  be  party  to  a dishonest  act,  and  would  not  desire  their  servants  to  mix  the  rotted 
part  (and  the  outside  surface  is  as  worthless  for  food),  yet  the  practice  exists,  the  temptation 
to  do  it  exists,  and  the  loss  to  the  public  takes  place ; although  the  great  majority  of  them 
know  not  of  it,  it  is  nevertheless  a sure  and  certain,  though  silent  loss.  So  much  for  the 
field-cock  system.  Permit  me  here  to  give  you  a copy  of  a letter  on  this  subject  I received 
some  years  past ; the  character  of  the  writer  has  a right  to  carry  weight. 


“De4k  Sib,  “Clonmel,  February  10,  1840. 

“Many  thanks  to  you  for  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  as  well  as  the  good  advice  you  gave 
me  some  time  since  about  my  hay,  by  which  I was  so  fortunate  last  year,  as  to  commence  cutting 
forty  acres  of  meadow  on  Monday,  and  had  it  all  in  rick  on  the  Saturday;  and  by  which  1 have  not 
only  some  of  the  very  best  hay  in  the  country,  but  for  little  more  than  half  the  expense  in  making  it 
under  the  old  plan. 

“ I am  your  much  obliged, 

“ Charles  Bianconi.” 


I am  happy  to  say  that  several  enlightened  farmers  in  the  county  of  Dublin  have  success- 
fully acted  on  the  same  system.  It  is,  therefore,  idle  to  say,  that  even  in  our  heavy  and 
succulent  grass  meadows  it  cannot  be  pursued,  but,  of  course,  it  must  be  done  with  proper 
care.  . . 

I now  come  to  the  transmission  of  the  hay  to  market.  Here,  again,  loss  and  ruin, 
with  increased  temptation  to  fraud,  and  a bonus  to  pilfering  takes  place.  W liether  from 
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the  field-cock  or  the  rick,  the  hay  is  tosBed  out  loose  to  load,  by  which  not  only  a great  DUBLIN, 
surface  is  exposed  to  the  weather,  and  no  matter  how  much  rain  falls  no  tarpaulin  or  3rd  November,  1H52. 
cover — there  it  goes  along  the  muddy  road,  the  wheels  throwing  up  to  the  sides  of  the 
load  the  dirt,  the  top  receiving  the  rain,  and  the  tail  or  back  of  the  load  a nice  amusement 
for  youth,  in  the  early  art  of  pilfering,  by  plucking  the  loads  along  the  road.  It  is  true 
the  loss,  in  this  latter  case,  falls  on  the  farmer,  but  the  other  losses  I have  glanced  at  are 
quite  enough,  and  too  much  for  the  public  to  suffer. 

With  reference  to  the  ruinous  management  of  the  hay,  from  first  to  last,  I will  only 
trouble  you  with  one  instance,  although  I could  give  you  many  more ; it  is  derived  from 
my  own  experience.  About  twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago  there  was  a great  dearth  of  hay 
in  Wales,  and  the  price  reached  the  enormous  high  rate  of  ten  or  twelve  guineas  per  ton. 

On  this  tempting  price  a house  in  Dublin  undertook  to  ship  bay,  and  procured  the 
services  of  a competent  judge  of  the  article,  who  was  directed  to  buy  in  Smithfield  what 
is  called  “ the  top  of  the  market.”  This  was  done,  and  100  tons  shipped  off — but  look  to 
the  result.  A letter  was  received  from  the  house  in  Wales,  after  the  receipt  of  the  cargo, 
to  the  following  effect: — “Send  no  more  hay;  we  would  not  offer  what  has  arrived  to  our 
horses,  nor  would  they  eat  it.  W e shall  be  obliged  to  use  it  as  litter,  or  put  it  under  our 
ricks  the  coming  season ; it  was  once  good,  but  it  has  been  destroyed.”  And  now,  gentle- 
men, I think  I have  made  out  my  case,  and  proved  that  the  management  of  the  hay  crop, 
and  mode  of  sending  it  to  market,  is  about  the  most  flagitious  system  that  human  ingenuity 
could  devise  for  tempting  to  fraud,  and  causing  loss  to  both  seller  and  buyer. 

I now  proceed  to  show  that  by  an  alteration  in  Smithfield  hay-market,  there  would  be 
removed  the  greater  portion,  if  not  the  whole,  of  those  frauds  and  losses.  I therefore 
propose  that  no  hay  shall  be  sold  in  Smithfield  from  the  1st  September  to  1st  June,  except 
in  cut  trusses ; but  that  for  the  first  three  months  of  June,  July,  and  August,  hay  may  be 
sold  in  bulk,  as  at  present,  by  those  who  like  to  do  so,  sent  from  the  fields  or  otherwise.  The 
good  effect  of  this  restriction  would  extend  beyond  the  mere  question  of  fraud  in  Smithfield  ; 
it  would  act  as  a wholesome  coercion  on  the  farmer  to  do  that  which  he  ought  to  do  for  his 
own  interest,  namely,  to  get  his  hay  out  of  the  field  into  rick  as  fast  as  possible,  in  order 
that  he  may  not  be  shut  out  of  the  market  from  the  1st  September.  It  may  be  alleged 
that  compelling  farmers  to  truss  their  hay  would  be  inflicting  a heavy  expense  on  them — I 
do  not  believe  it,  when  it  becomes  the  general  practice ; and  I think,  on  the  contrary,  it 
could  be  proved  they  would  be  gainers  on  the  whole,  and  there  is  no  doubt  the  public 
would. 

I trust  I shall  be  pardoned  for  this  lengthened  communication ; but  the  article  of  hay 
is  one  of  the  prime  necessaries  of  life,  and,  consequently,  the  market  for  it  of  great  public 
importance. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Classon. 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  to 
investigate  Markets , Sfc,,  in  Ireland. 

Sir  John  Kingsmill's  opinion  and  suggestions. 

With  respect  particularly  to  the  hay  market  in  Dublin,  where  I have  been  in  the  habit  of 
sending  produce  for  some  years,  I think  the  system  of  management  is  unsatisfactory  to  the 
minds,  and  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  both  seller  and  buyer,  where  they  are  obliged,  as 
is  most  generally  the  case,  to  employ  factors,  carters,  and  others,  to  act  for  them. 

I think  it  is  a serious  evil  that  the  hay  market  should  commence  at  so  late  an  hour  in 
the  day,  and  continue  so  late  at  night.  The  market  does  not,  in  general,  commence 
before  ten  o'clock,  and  is  never  brisk  till  after  two  o’clock;  and,  except  on  some  extraordinary 
occasion,  it  is  not  cleared  till  after  six,  and  often  as  late  as  eight  at  night. 

These  hours  of  sale  necessarily  produce  throughout  the  whole  market  day  great  nuisance 
and  interruption,  attended  with  danger  to  carriages  and  passengers  in  the  thoroughfares 
of  the  city,  by  the  continual  driving  to  and  fro  of  carts  laden  with  hay  and  straw. 

Such  a nuisance  and  interruption  to  the  ordinary  communications  of  a large  and  populous 
city  like  Dublin,  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  does  not  exist  in  London,  Liverpool,  or  any  of  the 
great  towns  in  England  or  Scotland,  and  would  not  be  tolerated  there  for  a moment;  and, 
as  a matter  of  police,  the  city  of  Dublin  ought  to  be  relieved  of  such  a nuisance. 

This  system  of  late  hours  is  detrimental  to  the  morals  and  habits  of  a large  number  of 
agricultural  servants,  and  it  amounts  to  absolute  cruelty  to  the  animals  employed. 

A carter  arrives  in  Smithfield  with  horses  and  carts  from  a distance  of  some  miles,  having 
probably,  loaded  at  an  early  hour  the  same  morning.  He  standstill  two  or  three,  and  often  till 
four  o’clock  in  the  market,  when  his  load  is  sold  by  the  factor,  and  weighed  at  one  of  the 
weighing  houses,  ne  has  then  to  drive  it,  perhaps  to  the  eastern  or  southern  extremity 
of  the  city,  and  oftentimes  beyond.  At  its  arrival  at  its  destination  the  load  may,  and  often 
is,  rejected.  He  must  then  return  again  with  it,  however  distant,  to  the  market,  to  give 
the  factor  another  chance  of  selling  the  hay,  which  he  will  do  at  a sacrifice  of  price.  He 
has  then  to  drive  off  again  to  deliver  it,  probably  to  some  jobber  or  speculator  who  has 
been  watching  an  opportunity  for  such  a bargain.  After  labouring  through  some  narrow 
and  dark  lane  or  gateway  he  unloads  by  candlelight,  with  the  danger  of  throwing  the  whole 
city  into  a conflagration.  He  has  then  to  return  to  Smithfield  to  re-weigh  his  cart,  when 
empty  ; and  by  the  time  his  account  is  settled  with  the  factor,  he  is  lucky  if  he  gets  away 
by  eight  o’clock.  He  is  sometimes  obliged,  at  that  late  hour,  to  load  with  manure  as  back 
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DUBLIN,  carriage,  and  returns  home  to  the  farm,  jaded  and  worn  out,  himself  and  his  horse,  at  ten? 

8 rd  November,  1852.  or  eleven  o’clock  at  night,  probably  with  only  afew  shillings  as  the  net  produce  of  his  sixteen 
or  eighteen  hours’  hard  work.  ...  . 

188.  This  is  by  no  means  an  exaggerated  or  unusual  occurrence  ; with  slight  modifications 

Sir  John  Kingsmill.  and  occasional  exceptions,  this  is  a general  picture  of  the  Dublin  hay  market. 

If  bad  weather  comes  on,  or  bad  luck,  the  hay  has  to  be  stored  for  the  next  market  or 
taken  home  again  ; or,  what  more  generally  happens,  to  avoid  those  inconveniences,  it  is 
sold  at  half  its  real  value.  . 

There  are  always  a set  of  jobbers  and  speculators  in  the  market  watching  for  a turn  in 
the  weather,  late  hours,  despairing  carters,  and  returned  loads.  1 heir  arrangements 
appear  to  be  all  well  combined,  unfairly  to  depreciate  the  price  of  hay,  to  take  advantage 
of  needv  sellers,  and  to  corrupt  and  demoralize  the  carters  and  others  employed. 

It  is  impossible  for  a farmer  to  protect  himself  under  the  present  system,  or  for  the  factor 
to  assist  him.  „ , . 

There  are  great  abuses  and  tricks  as  to  the  places  of  delivery — a carter  has  often  to  drive 
to  a greater  distance  than  stated,  or  return  to  the  market  with  his  load  unsold,  after  the 
deception  practised  on  him  is  discovered,  if  he  does  not  choose  to  travel  so  far. 

The  power  of  the  Corporation  officer  to  seize  and  sell  damaged  hay  has  been  often  abused, 
and  ought  not  to  exist.  . . , 

The  practice  of  what  is  technically  called  “ cutting,”  i-  e-,  reducing  the  price  when 
unloaded,  on  the  pretence  of  some  defect  in  the  quality,  is  often  resorted  to  by  scheming 
jobbers  and  dealers,  perhaps  by  a combination  with  the  carter,  and  if  he  is  too  honest  to 
resist  the  temptation,  he  is  offered  the  option  of  reloading  and  returning  again  to  the 

market  to  re-sell  at  a disadvantage  to  his  master.  . . 

The  mysteries  of  the  weighing-house  are  past  discovery.  I believe  it  to  be  fuff  of  fraud 
and  deception,  and  a signal  means  of  demoralizing  farm  servants  who  attend  the  markets. 

The  custom  of  paying  a commission  of  lid.  per  hundred-weight  to  the  factor,  removes 
every  stimulus  to  his  exertions  to  obtain  good  prices.  The  practice  ought  to  be  changed 
to  a commission  or  per  centage,  upon  a graduated  scale,  on  the  money  produced  by  the  sale. 

There  is  no  farmer  who  does  not  believe  that  he  is  generally,  perhaps  always,  mulcted 
in  the  weight  as  returned  on  the  market  note ; and  unless  he  has  a weighing  machine  at 
home,  to  satisfy  himself,  he  has  no  means  of  ascertaining  whether  his  factor,  his  carter,  the 
weighing-master,  or  the  buyer,  deals  honestly  by  him,  or  whether  he  is  the  victim  oi  one, 
or  of  all  combined  together. 

The  factor  I employ  has  my  entire  confidence ; but  I am  sure  he  has  not  the  means  of 
effectually  protecting  me  against  the  malpractices  of  other  parties. 

The  remedies  or  improvements  I would  suggest  are  these : — 

1st.  The  market  to  open  at  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  in  summer,  and  at  daylight  in 
winter ; and  no  hay  sold  in  the  market  to  pass  through  any  part  of  the  city  for  deliv  ei  \ aftci 
ten  in  the  summer  or  after  twelve  in  the  winter,  under  a penalty.  This  would  prevent  nui- 
sances, impediments,  and  dangers  in  the  streets  during  the  busy  hours, of  such  a populous  city 
It  would  ensure  early  habits  (so  much  wanting  in  Dublin),  and  prevent  demoralization 
amongst  all  persons  employed.  It  would  enable  the  carter  to  finish  his  market  business, 
load  manure  for  back  carriage,  and  return  home  with  his  horse  to  rest  at  an  early  hour  m 
the  afternoon.  It  would  prevent  the  dangerous  use  of  candlelight  for  unloading  a com- 
bustible article  like  hay  or  straw  in  the  city.  It  would  be  the  means  of  better  regulating 
the  supply  and  demand,  ensuring  a quicker  sale,  a fairer  price,  and  would  check  many  of 
the  tricks  and  malpractices  of  the  present  system. 

2nd.  No  hay  should  be  sold,  under  a penalty,  in  the  market,  except  made  up  in  trusses 
or  bundles  of  the  regulated  weight,  as  in  the  markets  in  England.  Such  a change  from  the 
present  barbarous  and  wasteful  practice  of  loading  would  enable  every  farmer,  by  the  use 
of  a common  steel  yard,  to  ascertain  at  home,  at  the  cart’s  tail,  the  quantity  lie  sends  to 
market,  and  to  check  dishonesty  as  to  weight  either  on  the  road  or  in  the  market. 

Every  gentleman  in  Dublin,  and  every  horse  and  cow  keeper  could  weigh  by  the  steel 
yard,  at  his  own  place,  in  the  same  manner,  and  he  would  know  by  the  number  of  trusses 
how  much  hay  was  put  into  his  loft  or  store  ; and  could  regulate  his  daily  allowance  and 
consumption  by  the  truss  with  such  accuracy  and  nicety  as  to  prevent  fraud  or  mistakes  by 
coachmen  or  servants.  The  process  of  weighing  in  this  manner  is  practised  in  England, 
and  is  simple  and  expeditious  ; the  weighing  and  re-weighing  of  the  cart  or  waggon  is  unne- 
cessary, as  there  is  no  tare  to  be  ascertained,  the  article  itself  being  the  only  thing  weighed. 
I have  often  contemplated  sending  to  market  my  hay  in  trusses,  according  to  the  English 
practice;  but  have  always  been  dissuaded  by  factors,  carters,  weighing-masters,  and  others, 
all  saying  no  one  would  look  at  it,  as  it  was  not  the  custom  of  the  market.  They  may  have 
ans  wered,  it  is  not  the  custon  to  be  commonly  honest  in  Smitbfield. 

3rd.  With  respect  to  frauds  on  the  part  of  the  seller,  which  I think  trusses  would 
effectually  discover,  I would  recommend  the  severest  measures ; but  as  hay  in  trusses  or 
bundles,  and  sold  at  early  hours,  would  be  more  easily  examined  by  the  buyer  than  under  the 
present  system  of  loading,  I think  the  contract  in  the  market,  as  to  price,  should  be  bind- 
ing ; there  should  be  no  cutting  or  returning  of  loads,  if  no  fraud  appears  on  the  delivery. 

I need  hardly  say,  I should  think  the  present  weighing-houses  may  be  dispensed  with 
entirely ; but,  if  corporate  purposes  require  it,  let  a toll  be  paid  on  every  load  brought  into 
the  market,  and  for  that  purpose  the  precincts  of  the  market-place  should  be  defined.  1 
think  also  factors  should  be  licensed  like  brokers,  and  be  under  bond,  to  deliver  in  a true 
return  of  quantity  sold  and  price,  after  every  market  day,  to  some  proper  authority,  m order 
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to  strike  the  true  average  for  public  information.  It  is  scarcely  credible  that  so  great,  a dif- 
ference should  exist  in  the  market  price  of  hay  in  Ireland  and  England;  and,  perhaps  a change 
in  the  practice  of  the  markets  may  tend  to  a nearer  equalization.  The  retail  price  in  Dublin  is 
generally  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  per  cent,  more  than  the  wholesale  priceof  hay  in  Smithfield 
market.  There  is  something  radically  wrong : the  producer  and  consumer  both  suffer,  the 
one  receives  too  little  and  the  other  pays  too  much.  I have  often  received  only  Is.  8cZ.  and 
2s.  per  hundred-weight  for  hay  in  the  market,  when  my  friends  in  Dublin  , purchasing  at  the 
same  market,  were  paying  2s.  M.  and  3s.  for  the  same,  and  even  inferior  quality.  Many 
farmers  on  this  side  of  Dublin  think  it  better  to  sell  their  hay  in  the  field  at  a great  sacri- 
fice, rather  than  encounter  the  mysteries  and  chances  of  the  Smithfield  market ; and  an 
intelligent  farmer  in  this  neighbourhood  calculates  his  hay  account  for  an — 

£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

Ordinary  load,  of  15  cwt.,  sold  in  Smithfield,  at  2s.  per  cwt.,  — 1 10  0 

Dr.  Loss  of  1 cwt.  on  every  15  cwt.  by  the  tricks  of  the  road  and  the  market,  0 2 0 
Commission,  1 \d.  per  cwt.,  . . . . 0 1 10£ 

Weighing,  \d.  per  cwt.,  . . . . 0 0 7^ 

Horse  and  cart,  wear  and  tear,  men’s  time  loading,  and  carter’s  allowance, 

4 d.  per  cwt.,  . . . . . 0 5 0 

Turnpike.  . . . . . 0 0 6 

0 10  0 


Net  profit,  with  a small  load  of  manure  as  back  carriage,  . £10  0 

With  respect  to  the  markets  generally,  I think  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  a strict 
uniformity  of  weights  and  measures,  quantities  and  numbers,  and  if  practicable,  of  names  of 
things  and  their  component  parts,  should  be  enforced  throughout  Ireland.  I think  the 
whole  law  with  respect  to  markets,  which  is  distributed  through  many  acts  of  parliament 
and  bye-laws  of  corporate  towns,  should  be  consolidated  and  amended  by  one  general  act, 
applicable  to  the  entire  kingdom.  In  such  an  act,  there  should  be  incorporated  all  the  wise 
and  beneficial  enactments  which  are  found  in  many  local  and  general  acts  for  markets  in 
England,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  properly  adapted  to  Ireland.  1 think  the  powers  of  the 
Summary  Jurisdiction  Act  (Ireland),  1851,  cap.  92,  sec.  17,  may  be  extended  with  advan- 
tage, to  tilings  not  exhibited,  but  sold  in  the  market  by  samples ; in  cases  where  the  value 
does  not  exceed  £20  : the  present  limitation  of  £5  is  too  small. 

The  Statutes — 4 Anne,  cap.  8 ; 7 Win.  3,  cap.  17  ; 17  Geo.  2,  cap.  5 ; 25  Geo.  2,  cap.  15  ; 
23  and  24  Geo.  3,  cap.  19  ; 57  Geo.  3,  cap.  108  ; 2 Win.  4.  cap.  21  ; 2 Wm.  4,  cap.  34  ; 1 and  2 
Vic.,  cap.  28,  and  14  and  15  Vic.,  cap.,  92,  secs.  7,  17,  and  18,  will  all  require  to  be  con- 
sulted, with  reference  to  the  many  points  involved  iu  the  important  subject  of  the  Irish 
market. 

J.  Kingsmill. 

Hermitage,  Lucan,  13th  November,  1852. 

To  the  Commissioners  on  Irish  Markets. 


PORTARLINGTON,  NOVEMBER  4,  1852. 

James  Johnson  examined. 

2516.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Portarlington. 

2517.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  weighmaster  of  this  market. 

2518.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  is  this  market  held  ? — I do  not  know. 

2519.  When  was  the  market  established? — I cannot  say. 

2520.  How  often  is  it  held,  and  what  are  the  market-days? — Once  a week,  every 
Wednesday. 

2521.  Who  is  the  present  owner  or  patentee  of  the  market? — I believe, the  Earl  of 
Portarlington. 

2522.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market  ?— No ; I have  heard  they  were  about  thirty  years  ago. 

2523.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ? — No. 

2524.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  and  weighed  in  the  market  ? — No ; the  greater 
portion  is  weighed  in  the  merchants’  private  scales,  and  the  canal  stores. 

2525.  What  is  the  quantity  generally  weighed  and  sold  in  the  market? — A very  small 
quantity ; for  instance,  at  yesterday’s  market,  only  one  cart  of  corn  and  a small  quantity 
of  potatoes. 

2526.  Are  you  sworn  under  the  4th  of  Anne,  cap.  14? — No.  I am  the  weighmaster  of 
this  market.  I bought  it  from  a man  who  was,  I believe,  appointed  by  Colonel  Darner  on 
his  going  to  America,  and  I have  ever  since  acted  as  weighmaster.  I find  one  set  of  scales 
and  weights  quite  sufficient  for  all  the  produce  brought  into  the  market. 

2527.  Do  the  scales  belong  to  Lord  Portarlington  ?— I do  not  think  they  belong  to  any 
one.  I hold  them  in  right  of  my  uncle,  whom  1 succeeded,  upon  his  going  to  America. 

2528.  Was  your  uncle  a sworn  weighmaster  ? — No. 

2529.  What  are  the  charges  for  weighing  corn? — One  penny  per  sack  for  large  draughts 
of  corn,  and  \d.  for  small  quantities. 

2530.  What  deductions  in  the  nature  of  beamage  or  other  allowances  are  taken  from 

the  gross  weight  of  corn  ? — Seven  pounds  in  large  draughts,  five  pounds  in  small  ones,  for 
the  empty  sacks  ; no  beamage  is  deducted.  ^ ^ 


DUBLIN, 

3rd  November,  1852. 

Sir  John  Kingsmill. 


PORTARLINGTON, 
ith  November,  1852. 

189. 

James  Johnson. 
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189. 

James  Johnson. 


190. 

Mrs.  Jane  Price. 


191. 

T.  De  Veaux,  esq. 
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2531.  Do  you  weigh  down  weight  or  standing  beam  ? — Down  weight. 

2532.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  in  weighing? — Seven  pounds.  It  is  either 
seven  pounds  down,  or  nothing. 

2533.  Are  the  nature  and  quantity  of  all  articles  weighed  in  market  entered  in  a book 
kept  for  that  purpose  ? — No.  I do  not  keep  a book,  I give  a docket  to  the  seller ; but  in 
case  of  his  losing  it,  I could  not  give  him  another  without  re-weighing.  I would  not  charge 
for  such  re- weighing. 

2534.  Could  you  furnish  Government  with  any  return  of  the  agricultural  produce  weighed 
in  the  market,  from  any  document  in  your  possession  ? — No ; I could  not. 

2535.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  wheat  ? — Twenty  stone. 

2536.  What  of  oats? — Fourteen  stone. 

2537.  What  of  barley? — Sixteen  stone. 

2538.  What  of  potatoes  ? — Twenty-four  stone. 

2539.  Is  a stone  weight  always  calculated  at  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdupois? — It  is;  except 
in  cases  of  wool,  fat,  and  feathers,  which  are  sixteen  pounds. 

2540.  Does  a hundred- weight  always  consist  of  eight  stone  of  fourteen  pounds,  avoirdu- 
pois?— It  does. 

254 1 . What  is  the  greatest  amount  of  agricultural  produce  sold  in  one  day  ? — I cannot  say, 
as  a great  quantity  of  it  is  sold  by  sample,  and  delivered  at  the  stores. 

2542.  Do  you  account  to  any  one  for  the  money  you  receive? — No. 

2543.  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  this  town  in  each  year  ? — Eight.  There  is  no  fair- 
green.  The  committee  for  the  improvement  of  the  town  offered  a field  belonging  to  Lord 
Portarlington,  but  it  lies  so  low  that  parties  selling  and  buying  prefer  the  old  site. 

2544.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  county  or  district ; and  if  so, 
how  often  does  he  visit  the  market? — There  is  an  inspector  who  visits  this  town  three  or 
four  times  a year. 

Mrs.  Jane  Price,  examined. 

2545.  Does  the  weigh-bridge  in  this  town  belong  to  you  ? — It  is  not  my  own  property, 
but  I "weigh  with  it. 

2546.  What  are  the  charges  for  weighing? — Two  pence  each  load.  For  that  sum  I 
weigh  first  the  loaded  cart  and  then  the  enq>ty  cart.  If  the  load  is  a very  small  one,  I do 
not  charge  so  much. 

2547.  What  amount  do  you  receive  in  the  year  for  weighing? — Not  £5  in  the  year. 
Most  of  the  hay  sold  in  the  market  is  bought  by  bulk,  not  by  weight. 

2548.  Do  you  account  to  any  one  ? — I do ; to  Colonel  Parke  and  the  committee  for  the 
improvement  of  the  town. 

2549.  By  whom  was  the  weigh-hridge  put  up  ? — By  Colonel  Darner.  I do  not  know  who 
is  the  present  owner,  but  it  is  on  Lord  Portarlington’s  ground. 

2550.  How  long  have  you  had  it  ? — About  seven  years.  I heard  that  I was  returned  in 
Mr.  Griffith’s  valuation  as_owner  in  fee. 

Thomas  De  Veaux,  esq.,  j.p.,  examined. 

2551.  Would  you  he  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 
efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  the  produce  brought  to  the 
market  should  be  sold  and  weighed? — I would;  a good  superintendent  should  be  appointed, 
and  the  smallest  possible  charges  made. 

2552.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  weighing  agricultural  produce? — Seven  pounds. 

2553.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  weigh  standing  be  am  instead  of  down  weight,  with  as 
small  a weight  as  one  pound,  and  abolish  all  deductions,  except  the  actual  tare  of  the  empty 
sack  ? — It  would  be  a great  improvement. 

2554.  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  this  town  ? — Eight. 

2555.  Have  you  heard  the  mode  of  weighing  at  the  canal  and  merchants’  stores 
complained  of? — I have ; the  sellers  are  sometimes  dissatisfied. 

2556.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  for  the  improvement  of  the  market,  and  the 
prevention  of  frauds  in  it? — I would  suggest  that  the  summary  jurisdiction  of  magis- 
trates should  be  extended  in  cases  of  fraud  to  £10,  as  numerous  cases  occur  where  the 
magistrates  have  no  jurisdiction,  as  the  goods  sold  amount  to  a greater  sum  than  £5,  but 
are  less  than  £10. 

2557.  Would  it  not  be  better  that  the  magistrates  should  have  jurisdiction  to  investigate 
and  adjudicate  in  every  case  where  the  amount  of  fraud  charged  did  not  exceed  £5, 
irrespective  of  the  amount  for  which  the  goods  were  sold? — That  would  be  far  preferable; 
I think  the  falling  off  of  this  market  is  in  a great  measure  owing  to  the  want  of  proper 
arrangements.  The  produce  of  the  neighbourhood  is  taken  to  Mountmellick,  which  is  a 
much  better  managed  market.  There  is  a fraud  constantly  practised  by  the  buyers  of  pigs 
against  the  farmers;  they  purchase  pigs  from  them  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  evening  object 
that  they  are  measly,  and  cut  down  the  price  5s.  or  10s.  This  has  been  reduced  into  a 
regular  system;  and  in  most  cases,  as  the  amount  for  which  they  have  been  sold  exceeds 
£5,  the  magistrates  have  no  jurisdiction,  and  the  farmer,  to  avoid  the  expense  and  delay  of. 
litigation  in  the  assistant  barrister’s  court,  is  obliged  to  consent  to  these  reductions. 

2558.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  much  better  to  have  a proper  enclosed  fair-green, 
instead  of  the  public  street ; and  that  a small  toll  should  be  charged  on  all  cattle  entering  it, 
instead  of  the  present  system  of  paying  only  on  such  as  are  sold  ? — I do. 
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Mr.  William  Grange  examined.  portarlington, 

ith  November,  1852. 

Mr.  William  Grange  stated— I am  one  of  the  committee  who  have  the  control  of  the  

weigh-house.  192. 

2551.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  in  which  all  produce  brought  into  Mr.  William  Grange, 
the  town  to  be  sold  should  be  sold  and  weighed,  under  proper  supervision,  and  a small 
toll  charged  ? — I would. 

2560.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  a fair-green  established  by  Lord  Portarlington, 
instead  of  the  present  site  where  it  is  held  ? — It  would ; Lord  Portarlington  gave  a field 
for  the  purpose,  which,  however,  has  not  been  used ; it  was  complained  of  as  too  wet,  but 
such  complaint  is  unfounded. 


Tullamore,  5tii  November,  1852. 

Francis  Berry,  esq.,  j.p.,  examined. 

2561.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Tullamore. 

2562.  I believe  you  are  agent  to  Lord  Charleville  ? — I am. 

2563.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  is  the  market  in  Tullamore  held? — Under  a patent 
granted  in  the  reign  of  James  the  I. 

2564.  Can  you  produce  the  patent? — I cannot;  but  had  it  lately  in  my  possession. 

2565.  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market-days?— Once  a week, 
every  Wednesday ; there  are,  however,  some  few  articles  sold  every  Saturday. 

2566.  Who  is  the  present  owner  of  the  market  ? — The  Earl  of  Charleville. 

2567.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place,  and  is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  con- 
fined to  it  ? — 1 There  is  an  enclosed  market-place,  but  a great  deal  of  agricultural  produce 
is  sold  out  of  it  at  the  merchants’  stores. 

2568.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed,  and  have  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  scales, 
and  weights  been  provided  ? — Yes. 

2569.  Are  any  tolls  paid  in  the  market  ?— A shilling  used  to  be  paid  on  every  carcase 
of  beef  sold,  or  else  the  owner  of  the  market  could  claim  the  tongue ; but  I understand  it 
is  not  now  charged : we  are,  however,  still  entitled  to  it.  I cannot  state  exactly  what 
tolls  are  now  charged. 

2570.  Who  receives  the  tolls  and  customs? — They  were  leased  by  the  Court  of  Chan- 

cery to  Mr.  Richard  Willis,  who  at  present  holds  them  at  £65  per  annum.  The  tolls  are 
paid  by  the  seller.  * 

2571.  Who  is  the  weighmaster  of  the  market? — Mr.  Robert  Willis,  son  of  Mr.  Richard 
Willis,  who  rents  the  tolls. 

2572.  Are  there  any  fairs  held  in  this  town,  and  are  tolls  charged  at  them  ? — There  are 
fairs  held  in  this  town,  but  there  are  at  present  no  tolls  paid  ; tolls  were  charged  until 
about  the  year  1843  ; at  that  time,  in  one  of  the  fairs  held  here,  the  people  objected  to 
pay,  and  when  the  men  stationed  at  the  gap  refused  to  let  the  cattle  that  were  sold  pass 
without  payment,  and  were  driving  them  back,  the  stipendiary  magistrate  interfered,  and 
fined  the  toll-collector  for  cruelty  to  animals,  for  beating  the  cattle  when  the  owner  tried 
to  force  them  through  the  custom- gap.  Since  then  Lord  Charleville  has  not  demanded  toll 
at  any  of  the  fairs  held  in  this  town. 

2573.  Is  the  market-place  sufficiently  large  for  the  market,  and  is  there  a market-house 
in  which  the  scales  and  beams  are  hung  ?— The  market-place  is  fully  large  enough,  but 
the  market-house  is  too  small,  and  the  beams  and  scales  are  hung  in  the  open  space  in 
front  of  it ; the  quantity  at  present  sold  in  the  market  is  not  near  as  much  as  it  used 
to  be. 

2574.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  falling  off?— The  extension  of  the  canal  to  Kilbeg- 
gan  is  one  cause,  and  the  quantity  of  corn  brought  to  Mr.  Goodbody’s  mill,  at  Clara, 
for  sale,  is  another. 

2575.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  better  that  small  tolls  should  be  charged  m the 
fairs,  and  proper  accommodation  provided  in  return? — I think  tolls  at  fairs  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  collect  here,  as  they  have  been  abandoned  for  some  time. 

■/576.  Would  it  not  be  better  that  the  fair  should  be  held  in  a properly  enclosed  fair- 
green,  and  that  no  proprietor  should  be  allowed  to  levy,  tolls  unless  he  provided  a fair- 
green  ? — I thirds,  that  they  would  object  to  an  enclosed  fair-green  if  they  were  obliged  to 
pay  tolls  for  it ; at  the  same  time,  I think  no  proprietor  should  charge  toffs  unless  he  pro- 
vided proper  accommodation  in  return. 

2577.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  better  to  charge  tolls  upon  all  cattle  entering  the 

fair-green  whether  sold  or  not,  the  proprietor  finding  a sufficient  and  convenient  standing 
for  them  ? — I do.  ..... 

2578.  Is  the  present  place  where  fairs  are  held  large  enough  ? — I do  not  think  it  is,  nor 

do  I think  it  could  be  easily  enlarged : there  is  about  two  statute  acres  in  the  fair-green : 
it  would  hold  a great  deal  more  than  it  does  if  they  would  not  mix  the  sheep  with  the 
cattle.  . 

2579.  Does  the  patent  give  the  amount  of  the  tolls  that  may  be  levied? — I think  it 
does. 


TULLAMORE, 
blh  November,  1852. 

193. 

Francis  Berry,  esq.. 
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m. 

Richard  Willis. 


Richard  Willis,  examined. 

2580.  Are  you  the  lessee  of  the  tolls  of  this  town  ? — I rent  them  by  the  year,  and  my 
son  is  the  weighmaster ; I pay  £65  per  annum  for  the  tolls. 

2581.  Can  you  give  a return  of  the  several  tolls  you  collect?— I will  send  a copy  of  the 
schedule  now  posted  in  the  market.  [ The  following  is  the  copy  furnished  by  the  witness J : 

Tui.lamore  Tolls  and  Customs. 

List  of  charges  for  corn,  ifcc 

Corn,  under  eight  stone, 

„ eight  stone  and  upwards, 

Bacon,  per  flitch,  . 

Butter,  per  lump,  .... 

Wool,  per  pack,  .... 


«.  d. 
0 Oh 
0 1 

0 3 
0 2 

1 0 


2582.  Are  there  a sufficient  number  of  beams  and  scales  in  the  market  ? There  are 

five  scales  in  the  market ; four  are  all  that  are  required  at  present.  . 

2583.  Do  you  make  any  other  charge  in  the  market?— Yes;  there  is  a charge  tor 
standings  in  the  meat  market;  two  are  let  at  Is.  per  week,  two  at  6d.,  and  I think  another 
at  5d. ; the  others  are  free.  There  was  a constant  complaint  when  Is.  was  charged  on 
the  carcase  of  beef,  or  the  tongue  of  the  beast  claimed  by  me,  and  I found  great  difficulty 
in  obtaining  it,  so  gave  up  asking  for  it. 

2584.  Is  there  a weigh-bridge  ? — No  ; one  is  much  wanted. 

2585.  Is  the  weighmaster  sworn  ? — No.  . , . . , , . 

2586.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  market? — W e weigh  down  weight ; and 
the  smallest  weight  used  by  us  is  one  pound  for  any  thing  under  seven  stone,  and  seven 
pounds  when  the  articles  weighed  exceed  seven  stone.  The  scale  containing  the  article 
weighed  must  touch  the  ground. 

2587.  Does  the  weighmaster  keep  a book  containing  all  the  articles  sold  and  weighed 
in  the  market;  and  does  the  buver  or  seller  receive  a copy  of  such  entries  from  the  weigh- 
master ?— He  keeps  a book,  and  furnishes  a docket  to  seller,  on  which  the  gross  weight 
is  entered,  without  any  deduction  for  tare,  as  the  buyer  always  does  that  himself. 

2588.  Would  you  deduct  seven  pounds  if  the  scale  with  the  corn  was  within  one  inch 
of  the  ground,  but  did  not  touch  it  ?— 1 would  in  that  case  throw  out  the  seven  pounds,  so 
as  to  make  the  scale  touch  the  ground. 

2589.  In  the  case  of  weighing  several  sacks,  would  you  deduct  the  weight  ot  seven 
pounds  from  each  of  them  separately,  in  the  same  manner  as  you  would  if  only  one  sack 
is  brou  eli  t to  be  weighed? — No;  in  the  case  of  several  sacks,  I would  not.  1 would 
give  and  take,  so  that  the  deduction  upon  each  sack  would  be  less ; but  many  buyers 
object  to  this  system,  and  require  down  weight  on  every  sack. 

2590.  Could  you  give  the  average  price,  weight,  and  amount  of  all  the  corn  sold  in  the 

market'?— No ; I do  not  know  the  net  weight,  as  I do  not  tare  the  sack,  and  I never 
know  the  price,  or  enter  it.  . 

2591.  What  does  a barrel  consist  of?— A barrel  of  oats  consists  of  fourteen  stone;  a 
barrel  of  wheat,  twenty  stone ; potatoes,  twenty-four  stone ; barley,  rapeseed,  and  rye, 
sixteen  stone.  I never  weigh  any  other  kind  of  grain. 

2592.  What  does  a hundred-weight  consist  of  ? — Eight  stone,  of  fourteen  pounds  each. 

2593.  What  allowances  are  made  in  wool  ?— Four  pounds  beamage  is  allowed  on  each 

pack,  and  eight  pounds  tret  for  every  twenty  stone ; the  actual  weight  of  the  sack  is 
also  deducted.  . . , , . „ 

2594.  How  is  butter  weighed  ? — It  is  weighed  at  standing  beam,  and  a quarter  ot  a 

pound  is  the  lowest  weight  used ; and  four  pounds  to  the  hundred-weight  is  deducted 

f°2595m  Is  there  much  corn  sold  in  the  market  ?— About  three  hundred  barrels  of  wheat 
weekly  at  the  present  time,  but  sometimes  much  more. 

2596.  Do  all  the  farmers  pay  cranage  ? — I do  not  get  cranage  from  all,  but  believe 
they  are  charged  cranage  by  the  buyers  who  do  not  weigh  in  the  market.  I send  my 
own  men  to  some  private  stores  to  see  the  corn  weighed,  but  do  not  send  them  to  all. 

2597.  Did  you  ever  proceed  against  any  one  to  recover  tolls?— No. 

2598.  Do  you  know  of  any  frauds  being  committed  in  weighing  in  the  private  stores  ?-— 
I have  heard  reports  of  some,  but  cannot  ascertain  whether  they  are  true  or  not.  The 
farmers,  if  allowed,  would  certainly  prefer  to  weigh  in  the  market  scales. 

2599.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 

efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  the  produce  brought  into  the 
town  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ?— I would.  The  farmer,  I am  sure,  would  like  it,  and 
the  honest  merchant  could  not  object  to  it.  . 

2600.  Do  you  know  any  particular  case  of  fraud  committed  by  a merchant  m weighing  ? — 
In  one  case,  which  happened  about  a week  ago,  some  corn  was  sent  by  a farmer  to  a 
merchant’s  store,  and  the  farmer  being  dissatisfied  at  the  weight  returned  by  the  mer- 
chant, got  it  weighed  in  the  market  scales.  There  appeared  a difference  of  one  stone  per 
barrel  between  the  merchant’s  and  the  market  scales ; and  it  was  afterwards  purchased 
by  another  merchant,  who  paid  the  seller  according  to  the  market  weight.  Since  then  the 
farmers  have  refused  to  sell  to  the  merchant  who  attempted  this  fraud. 

2601.  Do  you  not  think  that  weights  and  measures  ought  to  be  assimilated  all  over 
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the  country,  and  corn  weighed  at  standing  beam,  using  one  pound  for  the  lowest  weight, 
deducting  only  the  exact  weight  of  the  sack?— I think  all  these  changes  would  be  great 
improvements  upon  the  present  system. 

2602.  Do  you  charge  any  thing  for  weighing  potatoes  ? — There  was  a man  m the  market 
in  the  habit  of  charging  1 d.  per  sack  for  carrying  large  sacks  of  potatoes  to  the  scales; 
and  %d.  if  the  sacks  did  not  exceed  eight  stone,  I put  a stop  to  that,  and  now  I get  \d. 
for  weighing,  and  the  man  \d.  for  porterage  to  the  scales. 

2603.  If  you  were  asked  by  a seller  to  give  the  net  weight  of  a sack  of  corn  sold  m the 
market,  would  you  give  it  to  him  ? — I would  give  to  him  to  oblige  him,  but  would  not  do 
so  as  a matter  of  duty. 

2604.  What  deductions  do  you  make  in  weighing  potatoes?— I always,  unless  a 
special  bargain  is  made  to  the  contrary,  deduct  one  stone  from  each  sack  of  potatoes, 
which  includes  beamage  and  deduction  for  empty  sack. 

2605.  Could  you  dismiss  the  man  attending  the  scales  who,  you  say,  receives  \d.  lor 
porterage  ?— Yes ; I summoned  him  before  the  magistrates,  and  they  decided  1 could 
dismiss  him  if  I wished. 

Marcus  Goodbody,  esq.,  j.p.,  examined. 

2606.  Where  do  you  reside,  and  what  is  your  occupation  ? — I reside  at  Clara,  and  have 

mills  there.  . , . „ T,  . „ . , , . 

2607.  Where  do  you  weigh  the  corn  you  buy  in  this  town?— It  is  all  weighed  in  my 
stores  by  a deputy  of  the  weighmaster  of  the  market.  By  this  arrangement  I get  on  with 
my  business  more  quickly. 

2608.  What  is  the  lowest  weight  you  use  in  weighing  ?— Seven  pounds.  . 

2609.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  ? — I deduct  the  exact  weight  of  the  sack ; that  is, 
if  the  sack  is  above  seven  pounds,  1 deduct  three  quarters  of  a stone ; if  the  sack  is  under  a 
quarter  of  a stone,  I deduct  a quarter ; if  more  than  a quarter  and  less  than  seven  pounds,  I 
deduct  seven  pounds;  if  there  are  several  sacks,  I weigh  them  all,  and  deduct  exact  weight  ot 
sacks  from  the  gross  weight.  I do  not  weigh  standing  beam,  but  down  weight ; the  scale 
must  touch  the  ground  three  times.  I stop  2d.  per  sack  for  porterage.  I have  bought  m 
one  day  300  sacks  of  wheat,  but  in  general  I do  not  buy  more  than  ninety  in  a day.  ihe 
2d.  so  paid  to  me  I pay  over  to  the  porters  employed  in  taking  the  corn  into  my  store. 

2610.  How  many  porters  receive  this  2d.  per  sack? — Nine,  who. are  employed  in  my 
stores,  two  of  whom  weigh  the  corn,  and  the  others  are  employed  in  carrying  and  hoist- 

^26 1 1 Is  that  in  addition  to  any  charge  made  in  the  market  for  tolls  or  weighing  ? It 
is.  I understand  that  there  is  Id.  porterage  and  Id.  cranage  charged  upon  all  that  is  sold 
in  the  market,  whether  weighed  or  not. 

2612.  Would  you  approve  of  a general  market,  such  as  I described  to  Mr.  Willis,  i 
would  not  approve  of  it.  When  large  quantities  are  bought  it  would  be  inconvenient  to 
weigh  them  in  the  market. 

2613.  Do  you  not  think  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures,  and  weighing  at  stand- 
in"  beam,  with  as  small  a weight  as  one  pound,  and  abolishing  all  deductions,  would  be 
advisable,  if  made  uniform  in  all  towns? — I do,  provided  there  is  no  interference  with 
private  dealings,  such  as  forcing  all  corn  to  be  weighed  in  one  market  m each  town,  but 
think  it  would  be  sometimes  better  to  weigh  at  the  merchants’  private  stores.  I approve 
of  a general  market,  with  proper  supervision  and  staff,  as  a general  rule,  but  would  except 
particular  cases  where  it  would  be  inconvenient. 

Philip  Belton,  esq.,  examined. 

2614.  Are  you  a resident  in  this  town  ? — Yes ; and  I hold  a very  large  farm  in  its  imme- 
diate vicinity. 

2615.  Do  you  know  of  any  frauds  practised  connected  with  weighing  in  buyer’s  scales  ? 

Yes ; about  three  or  four  years  ago  I had  some  corn  carefully  weighed  in  my  own  scales, 

and  sent  up  to  the  canal  stores,  it  having  been  sold.  I was  present  when  the  first  portion 
which  arrived  was  weighed  there,  and  was  surprised  to  find  that,  on  several  sacks  being 
weighed  in  the  scales,  there  was  an  apparent  deficiency  of  one  stone  to  each  barrel.  I then 
said  to  the  person  weighing,  “I  do  not  know  how  this  can  be,  as  it  was  all  weighed  in  my 
own  scales.”  The  person  said,  “ Did  you  see  it  weighed?”  and  on  my  saying,  “ Yes,”  he 
said  to  his  man,  Take  it  all  at  what  Dr.  Belton  says  is  the  correct  weight.” 

2616.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  such  as  I described  to  Mr.  Willis  ?• — 
I would ; it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a great  matter  to  have  all  agricultural  produce 
brought  into  the  town,  sold,  and  weighed  in  the  market. 

2617.  Are  there  any  tolls  levied  on  the  fairs  held  in  this  town  ? — No. 

2618.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  an  improvement  to  have  all  cattle  entering  the  fair 
made  pay  some  small  sum,  in  the  nature  of  a charge  for  standing,  whether  the  cattle  were 
sold  or  not  ? — I think  it  would,  hut  it  must  be  a very  low  toll ; it  would  be  much  better 
than  the  present  system  of  collecting  tolls  on  cattle  sold  when  leaving  the  fan's  in  which 
tolls  are  payable. 

2619.  Do  you  not  think  that  all  proprietors  of  fairs  levying  tolls  should  supply  a fair- 
green  ? — Yes ; I think  the  farmer  would  rather  sell  in  a fair-green  than  in  the  street.  My 
opinion  is  that  the  small  fairs  in  the  neighbourhood  should  be  brought  into  the  large 
towns.  I do  not  think  that  the  poor  people  could  pay  the  tolls  going  into  the  fairs ; per- 
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haps  if  the  system  was  general  they  might  he  able.  I am  also  afraid  that  tolls  of  any 
amount  would  be  unpopular,  and  that  they  could  not  be  collected  here  ; at  the  same  time 
I must  say,  that  I have  heard  farmers  say,  that  they  would  have  no  objection  to  pay  tolls  if 
there  was  a fair-green  supplied.  If  the  day  on  which  the  fair  is  held  be  wet,  a field  is  an 
objectionable  place  for  a fair  to  be  held.  I know  the  case  of  one  stone  less  per  barrel  than 
the  real  weight  being  returned  about  a week  ago  by  a merchant  weighing  in  his  own  scales. 
The  farmer,  however,  being  certain  that  there  was  more  corn  than  the  buyer  represented,  had 
it  weighed  in  the  market,  when  it  was  found  that  the  buyer  wanted  to  defraud  the  seller  of 
one  stone  out  of  every  sack ; since  then,  no  person  will  sell  any  corn  to  that  merchant. 


Banagher,  November  6,  1852. 

Henry  Trench,  esq.,  j.p.,  of  Cangort  Park,  examined. 

2620  Under  what  patent  or  authority  is  the  market  held  ? — Under  a patent  granted  in 
the  10th  year  of  the  reign  of  James  I. 

2621.  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market-days? — Once  a week; 
every  Friday. 

2622.  Who  is  the  owner  of  the  market? — I am  the  present «owner  of  the  market. 

2623.  Are  there  any  fairs  held  in  the  town?— There  is  a fair  held  on  the  28th  of 
November  each  year,  under  the  same  patent  as  the  market — [ Produces  a copy  oj  the 
patent .]  There  is  a fair-green  of  about  four  acres ; the  fair  lasts  four  days. 

Thomas  Hogan  examined. 

2624.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Banagher. 

2625.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  weighmaster  and  clerk  of  the  market. 

2626.  Are  tolls  paid  by  buyer  or  seller  in  the  market,  and  what  tolls  are  charged  ? 

Tolls  are  paid  by  the  buyer.  They  are,  Id.  per  bag  for  wheat  and  potatoes,  if  sold  in  the 
market  on  Friday.  There  is  also  Id.  charged  for  every  standing  in  the  street. 

262 1 . Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place,  and  is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  con- 
fined to  it?— No;  some  buyers  weigh  at  their  own  stores,  for  convenience  sake,  a great 
portion,  of  what  is  sold.  The  market-day,  and  on  every  other  day  of  the  week,  they  buy 
and  weigh  at  their  stores.  * 3 

2628.  If  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town  was  sold  and  weighed  in  the  market, 

would  the  present  number  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights  in  it  bo  sufficient  ? No,  they  would 

not.  The  present  accommodation  would  in  that  case  be  quite  insufficient ; and  even  at 
present,  a great  portion  has  to  be  sold  in  the  street,  there  not  being  room  for  it  in  the 
market. 

2629.  Is  there  a weigh-bridge  ? — There  is. 

2630.  Do  you  charge  tolls  for  what  is  sold  in  the  market,  whether  it  is  weighed  there  or 
not? — I do,  on  market-day. 

2631.  Do  you  superintend  the  weighing  of  the  corn  at  the  merchants’  stores  ? No. 

2632.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  market  ? — I do  not  weigh  at  standing  beam; 
the  beam  must  have  a cast,  but  it  need  not  touch  the  ground. 

2633.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  weighing  ?— Seven  pounds  in  large  draughts 
of  corn,  two  pounds  in  very  small  ones.  I would,  in  the  former  case,  throw  out  seven  pounds 
if  the  beam  had  not  a cast. 

2634.  What  weight  do  you  deduct  for  the  sack  ? — I deduct  seven  pounds  if  the  sack 
does  not  exceed  that  weight,  and  ten  pounds  if  it  is  more  than  seven  pounds. 

2635.  Do  you  deduct  any  thing  for  beamage?— No;  beamage  is  not  deducted  either 
in  weighing  in  the  market  or  at  the  merchants’  stores. 

2636.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  merchants’  stores? — It  is,  I believe,  the 
same  as  in  the  market  scales  as  to  cast  of  beam,  and  the  lowest  weight  they  use  is  seven 
pounds.  It  takes  about  two  pounds  to  bring  the  beam  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight. 
I would  deduct  seven  pounds  for  the  sack,  even  if  required  by  the  fanner  to  tare  it.  ° 

2637.  Do  you  keep  a book  in  which  you  enter  the  nature  and  quantity  of  the  articles 

sold,  with  the  name  of  the  buyer  and  seller,  and  the  amount  paid  f or  it  ? I keep  a book, 

but  only  enter  the  number  of  bags  sold.  I could  not  give  Government  a return  of  the 
annual  amount  of  barrels  sold,  and  prices  paid,  from  any  book  in  my  possession. 

2638.  If  the  buyer  or  seller  were  to  lose  the  docket  you  supply,  could  you  give  him  a 
duplicate? — No;  the  docket  is  a written  one,  and  I keep  no  copy. 

2639.  How  much  does  a barrel  consist  of  ?— A barrel  of  wheat  contains  twenty  stone ; a 
barrel  of  oats,  fourteen  stone ; of  barley  and  here,  sixteen  stone ; of  rye,  twenty  stone  • and 
of  potatoes,  thirty-two  stone. 

2640.  What  does  a hundred-weight  consist  of  ?— Eight  stone,  of  fourteen  pounds  each 

2641.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  a 
sufficient  and  efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  the  agricultural 
produce  brought  into  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I think  the  persons  interested 
are  satisfied  with  the  present  system,  and  would  prefer  it. 

2642.  What  is  the  largest  amount  of  corn  sold  in  this  town  in  one  day  ? — About  450 
barrels ; but  latterly  it  is  much  less  than  it  used  to  be. 

2643.  What  is  charged  for  weighing  hay  and  straw  ?— Three  pence  per  load  for  both 
hay  and  straw ; the  empty  cart  is  weighed  afterwards. 
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2644.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  county  or  district,  and,  if  so, 
how  often  does  he  visit  this  town  ? — There  is.  He  comes  to  this  town  three  or  four  times 
a year. 

2645.  Are  you  a sworn  weighmaster  ? — No. 

2646.  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  the  year? — Three  used  to  be  held;  one  the  15th  of 
September,  one  the  8th  of  November,  and  the  1st  of  May;  the  first-mentioned  is  the  only 
one  at  present  held. 

2647.  Will  you  state  the  tolls  charged  in  the  fair  ?— For  sheep,  Id.  per  head ; for  horses, 
6d. ; for  aged  cattle,  for  three  years  old,  4/1.,  for  two  years  old,  3d.,  for  yearlings,  2 d: ; for 
standings  at  fair,  2 d. ; and  for  tents  erected,  3s. 

2648.  Are  tolls  paid  by  any  person  unless  the  cattle  are  sold? — No ; it  is  the  buyer  pays 
the  toll.  The  tolls  are  paid  at  the  gaps,  except  those  for  horses,  which  are  collected  about 
the  town. 

2649.  How  do  you  ascertain  whether  the  cattle  are  sold  or  not? — The  man  at  the  gap 
asks  if  they  are  sold  or  not,  and  if  the  driver  says  no,  he  is  required  to  touch  a board  with 
a paper  pasted  on  it,  and  say,  “by  this  board  they  are  not ;”  in  fact,  he  swears  by  the  board. 
Some  would  go  out  without  paying,  only  for  the  board. 

2650.  What  proportion  do  the  cattle  that  are  unsold  bear  to  those  that  are  sold  ? — 
Formerly,  about  one-half  were  unsold ; at  the  last  fair,  about  one-fifth  only  remained 
unsold. 

2651.  Would  it  not  be  better  that  a smaller  toll  should  be  levied  upon  all  cattle  coming 
into  the  fair,  whether  sold  or  unsold  ?— I think  it  would,  but  I fear  some  of  the  poorer  people 
coming  into  the  fair  might  not  be  able  to  pay  until  they  sold.  If  it  was  the  general  custom 
all  over  the  country,  that  difficulty  might  not  exist. 

2652.  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  have  all  weights  and  measures  over  the  whole 
country  assimilated  ? — It  would. 

Edward  Dolan,  examined. 

2653.  Where  do  you  reside  and  what  is  your  occupation?; — I live  in  Banagher;  and  am  a 
corn  merchant. 

2654.  Do  you  concur  in  all  that  has  been  stated  by  the  last  witness? — The  last  witness 
is  not  quite  correct  in  some  particulars.  I always  enter  the  gross  weight  of  the  com  I pur- 
chase, and  deduct  the  exact  weight  of  the  sacks  at  my  stores.  I require  the  scale  to  touch 
the  ground  three  times ; and  my  scales  are  only  six  inches  from  the  ground  when  at  standing 
beam.  I always  tare  the  sack.  In  all  other  respects  the  last  witness  is  quite  correct  as  to 
my  system  of  weighing. 

2655.  Do  you  make  any  other  deduction  than  the  actual  weight  of  the  sack  ? — No-; 
I make  no  other  deduction  or  charge  of  any  kind  whatsoever.  The  farmer,  on  the  corn  being 
weighed,  pays  me  the  1 d.  toll  for  the  weighmaster,  on  the  market  days. 

2656.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  complaint  made  by  the  farmers  about  weighing  in  the  private 
stores  ? — N ever. 

2657.  Does  not  the  present  system  of  weighing  in  the  private  stores  afford  facilities  for 
fraud  ? — I think  more  frauds  would  exist  if  it  was  weighed  in  the  market,  as  some  of  the 
corn  might  be  taken  from  the  sacks  between  the  market  and  the  merchants’  stores,  particu-- 
larly  in  the  night.  The  present  system  is  also  more  convenient. 

2658.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  weigh  all  agricultural  produce  at  standing  beam,  with 
as  low  a weight  as  one  pound,  deducting,  in  every  case,  only  the  actual  weight  of  the  sack  ? — 
If  the  system  were  general  I would  not  have  the  least  objection  to  it. 

2659.  What  is  the  largest  quantity  of  corn- you  ever  bought  in  one  day  ?- — About  ninety- 
five  barrels.  The  market  is,  however,  declining,  and  there  is  not  so  much  sold  in  it  as  a 
few  years  ago. 

2660.  Do  the  farmers  practice  frauds  upon  the  merchants? — I do  not  think  they  do. 

Reran  Molloy. — I am  a corn  merchant,  and  buy  largely  in  this  town,  and  I quite  concur 
in  the  evidence  given  by  the  witnesses  examined,  and  have  nothing  to  add  to  it. 


Parsonstown,  November  8,  1852. 

Mr.  John  Murpliy  examined. 

2661.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Parsonstown. 

2662.  What  is  your  occupation  ?- — I am  lessee  of  the  tolls  of  the  market. 

2663.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  is  the  market  held  ? — Under  a very  old  patent ; 
I do  not  know  its  date. 

2664.  How  often  is  it  held  and  what  are  the  market  days  ? — The  market  days  fixed  by 
the  patent  are  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays.  There  is,  however,  no  more  business  done  on 
Tuesdays  than,  on  any  other  days,  and  Saturday  is  the  principal  market  day  at  present. 

2665.  Who  is  the  present  owner  of  the  market  ? — The  Earl  of  Boss  is  the  owner  and 
patentee  of  the  market ; and  I hold  the  tolls  derived  from  the  fair  and  market  from  his 
lordship,  at  a yearly  rent  of  £80  per  annum. 

2666.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market ; and  if  so,  give  a return  of  the  various  articles  that  are 
liable  to  it,  with  the  amount  paid  on  each  ? — 1 will  furnish  you. with  a copy  of  the  schedule 


BANAGHER, 

0 th  November,  1852. 

19& 

Thomas  Hogan. 


198': 

Edward  Dolan. 


200. 

Keran  Molloy. 


PARSONSTOWN, 
8th  November,  1852. 

201. 

Mr.  John  Murphy. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


122 


FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


PARSONSTOWN, 
tith  November,  1832, 

201. 

Mr.  John  Murphy. 


of  tolls  charged  In  the  market.  [The  following  is  the  copy  of  the  tolls  furnished  by  the 
witness ] .w 

On  Market  Days. 


Tolls  and  Customs  at  Parsonstown. 
s.  d. 


Each  bag  weighing  1 cwt.,  . 0 1 

„ under  1 cwt.,  . . 0 

W ool,  per  cwt.,  , , 0 2 

Each  pig,  . , .02 

Sheep,  when  sold,  . . .01 

Cars  with  pigs,  . . .02 

Hawkers,  of  all  kinds,  , .01 


The  above  is  a copy  of  the  painted  boards  used 


s.  d. 

Each  standing,  . . .01 

Hay  and  straw,  . , 0 .3 

Cars,  . , .02 

Pigs,  when  sold,  . . .01 

Cows,  . . ..  ,.0_3 

Calves,  , , . .01 

on  market  days. 

(Signed,)  Joun  Murphy. 


2667.  Are  the  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  seller? — By  the  seller  in  the  markets,  and  the 
buyer  in  tbe  fairs. 

2668.  Are  there  enclosed  market-places,  and  is  tbe  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  confined 
to  them  ? — There  is  no  enclosed  market-place,  and  a great  deal  of  the  agricultural  produce 
is  sold  in  the  streets  of  the  town. 

2669.  Has  a sworn  weighmaster  been  appointed  for  the  market,  and  have  a sufficient 
number  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights  been  provided  ? — I act  as  weighmaster,  hut  have  not 
been  sworn.  There  are  three  sets  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights  in  the  market-place ; and 
two  beams  and  scales  are  all  that  are  required  or  used  in  the  market. 

2670.  Is  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  in  the  market  scales? — It  is  not ; a great  por- 
tion of  it  is  weighed  at  the  merchants’  stores. 

2671.  Is  any  charge  made  for  weighing  independent  of  the  toll? — There  is  no  charge 
for  weighing ; I only  charge  toll. 

2672.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  market? — Seven  pounds  is  the  smallest 
weight  used.  We  weigh  down  weight.  If  the  corn  was  at  standing  beam,  I would  take 
out,  in  the  case  of  a single  sack,  seven  pounds  from  the  weight  of  the  corn.  If  more  than 
one  sack  were  weighed,  I would  give  and  take ; such,  however,  is  discretionary,  but  is 
invariably  done.  The  beam  need  not  in  all  cases  touch  the  ground. 

2673.  What  deductions  in  the  nature  of  beamage,  or  other  allowances,  arc  there  taken 
from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn  ?— There  is  no  deduction  for  boamage,  we  deduct  seven 
pounds  for  the  weight  of  the  empty  sack.  If  the  sack  weighed  more  we  would  still  deduct 
only  seven  pounds  in  weighing  corn  and  potatoes.  If  abagof  corn,  at  standing  beam,  weighed 
twenty  stone  I would  return  it  as  weighing  nineteen  stone  seven  pounds,  gross  weight. 
W ool  is  weighed  at  standing  beam. 

2674.  Are  tbe  nature  and  quantities  of  all  articles  sold  in  the  market  entered  in  a book 
kept  by  you  for  that  purpose,  and  does  the  buyer  or  seller  receive  a copy  of  such  entries  ? 
— I do  not  keep  a hook  such  as  you  describe ; I give  a docket  to  the  seller,  showing  the  net 
weight,  but  do  not  keep  a copy  of  it.  If  the  docket  was  lost  I could  not  give  another  for 
corn,  but  I could  for  all  hay  and  straw  that  are  weighed  on  tbe  weigh-bridge. 

2675.  What  is  your  charge  for  weighing  hay  and  straw  on  the  weigh-bridge  ? — Three- 
pence per  load  ; for  that  I also  weigh  the  empty  cart. 

2676.  Does  the  empty  cart  always  return  to  be  weighed  ? — No. 

■2677.  What  is  the  weight  of  a barrel  of  wheat  ? — Twenty  stones. 

2678.  What  of  oats'? — Fourteen  stones. 

2679.  What  of  barley  ? — Sixteen  stones. 

2580.  What  of  other  grain? — There  is  so  little  other  grain  comes  into  the  market  that  I 
cannot  say. 

2681.  What  of  potatoes? — Twenty  stones. 

2682.  How  do  you  weigh  potatoes? — We  weigh  potatoes  exactly  the  same  way  as  corn, 
and  make  the  same  charges  and  deductions. 

2o 83.  Does  a stone  weight  always  consist  of  fourteen  pounds?— -It  does,  except  in  the 
case  of  wool  and  feathers. 

2684.  Does  a hundred-weight  always  consist  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  ? — 
It  does. 

2685.  Is  there  much  butter  sold  in  the  market? — Very  little. 

2686.  Can  you  state  the  greatest  amount  of  corn  sold  in  the  market  in  one  day  ? — No ; 
there  wrere  about  three  hundred  bags  of  corn  weighed  in  the  market  on  Saturday  last,  and 
about  one  hundred  more  was  weighed  in  tbe  merchants’  stores,  but  I have  no  means  of 
ascertaining  the  exact  number  of  barrels  isold  out  of  the  market. 

26S7.  What  is  the  principal  produce  of  this  district  ? — Oats,  barley,  and  wheat. 

2688.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  county  or  district? — There 
is ; and  the  police  have  lately  seized  several  false  weights  and  measures  in  the  shops  of 
this  town. 

2689.  D.o  you  ever  hear  of  any  frauds  being  practised  in  weighing  at  the  merchants'  stores,? 
I have  heard  of  them  by  irepont,  but  never  bad  tbe  least  proof  of  .one  being  .committed. 

2690.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  a 
sufficient  and  efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  tbe  agricultural 
produce  brought  into  the  town  for  sale  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ?■ — 1 would.  I believe 
such  a market  would  protect  both  the  honest  buyer  and  seller. 

26.91.  How  many  fail's  .are  held  here  in  the  year  ?— Four. 
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5692.  What  tolls  are  charged  at  the  fairs  ?— I will  send  a copy  of  the  tolls  charged. 
[ Witness  accordingly  furnished  the  following  schedule  of  tolls]  : — 

On  Fair  Dais  Tolls  and  Customs  at  Pabsonstowh. 

Si  d.  I «• 


Horses, 

Cows,  three  years  old, 
Ditto,  two  years  old, . 
Calves, 

Sheep, 


0 


The  above  is  a copy  of  the  painted  boards  used  o 


Pigs, 

Standings, 

Frieze,  when  carried, 

„ on  standing, 

Cars, 

n fair  days. 

(Signed),  John  Murpht. 

2693.  Are  tolls  levied  upon  cattle  going  in  or  coming  out  of  the  fair  ? — Coming  out  of 
the  fair  if  they  are  sold  ; if  the  driver  says  they  are  not  sold,  I make  him  touch  a board  m 
order  to  ascertain  if  they  are  not.  This  practice  makes  the  people  think  little  of  an  oath, 
but  I could  not  collect  the  tolls  without  it. 

2694.  Is  the  fair-green  large  enough? — It  would  be  so,  if  it  was  enclosed;  it  is  enclosed 
on  three  sides,  but  open  upon  the  other. 

2695.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  the  fair-green  properly  enclosed,  and  smaller  tolls 
charged  upon  all  cattle  going  into  it  ? — It  would.  I am  sure  no  person  would  object  to 
to  pay  a small  toll  going  into  the  fair,  if  proper  accommodation  was  provided. 

2696.  What  proportion  of  cattle  going  into  the  fair,  are  sold,  and  pay  tolls . About 
three-fourths.  I collect  the  tolls  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  and  at  each  gap  or  entrance 
to  the  fair,  I employ  a very  good  class  of  men  to  collect  them  ; I never  heard  a complaint 
of  the  manner  in  which  they  were  collected. 

2697.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  better  in  weighing  corn,  to  weigh  at  standing  beam, 
instead  of  down  weight,  with  as  small  a weight  as  one  pound,  and  abolish  all  deductions  ? 
I think  if  this  system  was  made  general,  it  would  be  a very  great  improvement. 

2698.  Do  you  not  think  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the  whole  country 

desirable  ? — I do.  . 

2699.  Are  not  the  standings  in  the  street  objectionable  ?— They  are ; they  make  it  at 

times  quite  impossible  to  go  through  the  street ; Iff  toll  only  is  charged  for  a standing ; 1 
never  seize  for  it.  . .. 

2700  If  corn  came  in  on  other  days  than  the  market  one,  would  you  charge  the  toil 

upon  it  ? I would  only  charge  toll  if  it  was  weighed  in  the  market  scales. 

William  Waters,  esq.,  examined. 

2701.  Where  do  you  reside ?— About  three  miles  from  Parsonstown;  I am  an  extensive 

farmer,  and  sell  a great  deal  of  corn  in  this  market.  T it  i 

2702.  Do  you  concur  in  the  statements  of  the  last  witness? — No,  I do  not.  In  the  scales 
of  the  merchants  I know  they  require  the  scale  to  touch  the  ground  three  times,  it  ought 
to  be  weighed  at  standing  beam;  they  also  use  no  lower  weight  than  seven  pounds,  and 
some  deduct  four  pounds  to  the  barrel  for  beamage,  and  seven  pounds  for  the  empty  sack. 

2703.  Do  they  ever  tare  the  sack  ? — They  sometimes  do,  and  deduct  the  exact  weight 
of  it.  It  would  be  inconvenient,  with  the  present  market  accommodation,  to  have  all  the 
coni  sold  in  the  town  weighed  in  the  public  scales. 

2704.  Is  there  any  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage  in  the  merchants  stores . — i\o. 
2705  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 

efficient  staff,  and  under  proper  supervision,  in  which  all  the  agricultural  produce  brought 
into  the  town  for  sale  should  be  sold  and  weighed? -I  would;  if  sufficient  accommodation 

was  provided.  . - , „ , 

2706.  Would  it  not  he  better  to  weigh  standing  beam  instead  ot  down  v 

small  a weight  as  one  pound,  and  abolish  all  deductions  ?— It  would. 

2707.  Did  you  ever  know  a farmer  to  put  inferior  corn  into  the  middle  ot  the  sack,  tor 

the  purpose  of  defrauding  the  buyer?— No;  I never  did.  _ ...  , ,,  . 

2708.  Is  there  any  suggestions  you  can  offer  tor  the  prevention  of  fraud  .—1  think  that 
a heavy  penalty  should  be  inflicted  for  any  fraud  discovered  on  the  part  of  either  buyer  or 

SC2709  Do  you  sell  in  the  fairs  ?— Sometimes.  I think  a properly  enclosed  fair-green 
should  be  provided,  it  would  be  better  for  both  buyer  and  seller. 

2710.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  charge  a small  toll  on  entering,  and  have  the  tail- green 

properly  enclosed,  and  give  up  selling  in  the  street?— I think  it  would. 

2711.  Would  you  approve  of  an  assimilation  of  tolls  all  over  the  country  c — -1  would. 

John  Walters,  esq.,  examined. 

■John  Walters,  esq.,  stated,  on  the  part  of  the  Town  Commissioners,  that  great  incon- 
venience results  from  the  market  being  held  in  the  street,  the  thoroughfare  was  quite 
stopped  the  last  market  day. 

2712.  Would  you  approve  of  the  establishment  of  a general  market,  such  as  4 described 
to  the  last  witness,  and  of  having  a sworn  weighmaster  ?— I would 

2713.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  weigh  standing  beam  instead  ot  down  weight,  with  as 
small  a weight  as  one  pound,  and  abolish  all  deductions  ?— It  would. 

2714  Do  the  tolls  of  the  market  produce  more  than  the  fairs? — They  do;  1 do  not 
think  the  proprietor  of  a market  or  fair  should  be  entitled  to  tolls  unless  he  provides  proper 
accommodation.  ^ ^ 
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Mr.  T.  Robinson. 
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Richard  Mathews. 
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John  Franck,  esq. 
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Mr.  Thomas  Robinson  examined. 

2715.  Where  do  you  reside,  and  what  is  your  occupation? — I live  in  Parsonstown,  and 
am  a miller,  and  buy  in  this  market. 

2716.  Where  do  you  weigh  the  corn  you  buy  in  the  market?— In  my  own  stores. 

2717.  Is  there  any  charge  made  for  weighing  in  your  stores?— No. 

27'8.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  at  your  store?— Seven  pounds  was  the  lowest 
weight  used,  with  the  turn  of  the  beam,  until  lately,  and  now'  I generally  weigh  at  standing 
beam,  and  use  a one  pound  weight,  deducting  four  pounds  for  beamage,  instead  of  the 
former  system. 

2719-  Must  the  scale  in  the  former  case  touch  the  ground? — No;  we  give  a cast,  and 
one-half  pound  will  turn  the  beam. 

2720.  What  is  deducted  for  the  empty  sack  ? — Seven  pounds ; but  if  the  farmer  desires 
it,  the  exact  weight  of  the  sack  is  deducted. 

2721.  Which  system  of  weighing  do  you  think  the  farmers  prefer?— They  prefer  using 
as  the  lowest  weight  seven  pounds,  and  the  turn  of  the  beam,  to  standing  weight,  with  one 
pound,  and  four  pounds  beamage. 

2722.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  such  as  I described  to  the  first 
witness,  under  a sworn  weighmaster?— I would;  at  the  same  time  I think  it  right  to  state, 
that. the  market  here  is  better  regulated  than  any  other  in  which  I ever  bought  or  sold. 

2723.  How  many  barrels  of  corn  are  sold  in  this  market  in  a day  ? — About  800.  I think 
it  right  to  say,  that  I fear  were  all  the  corn  sold  in  the  market  weighed  in  it,  instead  of  at 
the  merchants’  stores,  it  would  create  very  great  delay  and  inconvenience. 

2724.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country? — I would;  and  would  sell  by  the  barrel  in  preference  to  any  other  way. 

2725.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  owner  of  the  tolls  of  fairs  and  markets  should  provide 
proper  accommodation  in  return  for  the  tolls  he  receives  ? — I do  ; I am  of  opinion  that 
there  is  not  any  great  cause  of  complaint  at  the  way  this  market  is  conducted. 

Richard  Mathews  examined. 

2726.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  this  town. 

2727.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  agent  to  Mr.  Leycester,  who  is  a large  buver  of 
corn. 

2728.  _ What  is  your  system  of  weighing  in  his  stores  ? — We  weigh  down  weight ; seven 
pounds  is  the  lowest  weight  used,  and  we  deduct  seven  pounds  for  the  empty  sack,  for  oats 
and  barley ; for  wheat  we  weigh  at  standing  beam,  using  a one  pound  weight,  and  deduct- 
ing the  exact  weight  of  the  sack,  with  four  pounds  beamage ; farmers,  I think,  prefer  the 
present  system. 

2729.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  do  away  with  beamage? It  would. 

2730-  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  porterage  or  weighing? No. 

2731.  Are  tolls  paid  on  any  other  than  market  days? — No. 

2732.  Do  you  not  think  that  all  the  corn  should  be  weighed  at  the  market,  and  suffi- 
cient accommodation  provided  by  the  owner  of  the  tolls  ? — I do ; the  present  accommoda- 
tion is  quite  insufficient. 

2733.  What  is  the  greatest  quantity  of  corn  sold  in  any  one  day  in  this  town? — About 
1,100  barrels;  I should  say  650  of  wheat  and  450  of  oats. 

2734.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — I would. 

2735.  Do  you  think  selling  by  barrel  convenient?— Tes;  I approve  of  selling  by  barrel 
as  the  most  convenient  mode. 


Roscrea,  November  9,  1852. 

John  Franck,  esq.,  examined. 

2736.  Where  do  you  reside? — About  three  miles  from  Roscrea. 

2737.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  is  this  market  held? — Under  a patent  of  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  First,  which  is  at  present  in  Dublin. 

2738..  When  was  the  market  established? — I believe  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First. 
I think  in  the  year  1663. 

2739.  Who  is  the  present  owner  of  the  market'7 — I am  ; but  I have  let  the  tolls  during 
pleasure  to  a man  named  Daniel  Gready,  who  pays  at  the  rate  of  £60  per  annum  for 
them. 

2740.  Are  you  also  the  owner  of  this  town? — No ; the  Earl  of  Portarlington  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  town ; the  tolls  of  the  market  only  belong  to  me. 

2741.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market,  and  if  so,  give  a return  of  the  various  articles  that 
are  liable  to  them,  with  the  amount  paid  on  each  ? — The  list  I now  hand  in  is  a copy  of 
the  tolls  charged  in  the  markets  and  fairs. 


[Schedule  of  Customs. 
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The  Prescription  and  Mode  of  the  Tolls  and  Customs  of  IIoscrea. 
Schedule  of  tlie  Customs  of  Roscrea. 

Fair  Days. 


ROSCREA, 

Oth  November,  1852. 


All  horned  cattle  sold,  two  years  and 


Large  covered  or  uncovered  standing, 
Over  one  and  not  two  years, 
Wainlings  and  yearlings, 

A milch  cow  and  calf, 

Sheep,  each, 

Ewe  and  lamb, 

Weanlings,  sheep, 

Each  lcisli  of  pigs,  . 

Hatter’s  standing,  . 

Each  pig  sold, 

Each  horse,  mule,  or  gelding, 
Covered  standing  of  soft  goods, 

Flat  or  uncovered  do., 

Large  covered  or  uncovered  stand- 


Wooden  or  tin  ware, 

Hawkers  of  every  description, 
Market  Days. 


ings, 

Broguemakers, 

Covered  copper  or  brass  wai 
Metal  pots  or  earthenware, 


Each  kish  of  pigs,  . . .04 

Each  pig  sold,  . . .01 

All  other  cattle  same  as  on  fair  days. 

Large  covered  standings  of  soft  goods,  0 6 

Plants,  per  kish  or  load,  . .02 

Hatters’  standings,  . .01 

Broguemakers’  do.,  . .01 

Fishmonger’s  car  or  dray,  . . 0 2 

Every  draft  of  one  hundred-weight 

and  so  in  proportion,  . .01 

Every  bag  of  corn  or  meal  over  one 

hundred-weight,  . . .01 

Each  bag  of  potatoes  over  one  hun- 
dred-weight sold,  at  the  rate  of 
one  stone  for  every  barrel  of  24 
stone,  or,  in  lieu  thereof,  . .01 

John  Franck,  Proprietor. 
Daniel  Gready,  Collector. 


2742.  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market  days? — Once  a-week, 
every  Thursday. 

2743.  Are  there  any  tolls  levied  that  are  not  on  the  toll-hoard  ? — No. 

2744.  Are  the  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  seller  ? — Tolls  on  agricultural  produce  are  paid  by 
the  seller  in  the  market,  hut  tolls  on  cattle,  in  both  fairs  and  markets,  are  paid  by  the  buyer. 

2745.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place,  and  is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  con- 
fined to  it  ? — There  is  not  an  enclosed  market-place,  and  corn  is  consequently  sold  in  the 


2746.  Is  all  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town  weighed  in  the  market  scales . No ; 
a large  quantity  is  weighed  in  the  merchants’  and  millers’  stores. 

2747.  Is  there  any  charge  for  weighing  potatoes  in  the  market  scales? — No. 

2748.  Do  potatoes  sold  in  the  market  pay  toll  ? — Yes ; there  is  \d.  a bag  paid  upon  them. 

2749.  Is  the  weighmaster  sworn,  under  the  4th  of  Anne,  cap.  14  ? — Daniel  Gready  is  the 
wei  "dim aster ; he  is  sworn  ; hut  not,  I believe,  under  any  particular  statute. 

2750  Is  any  charge  made  for  weighing,  independent  of  tolls? — I do  not  think  there  is. 

2751.  Are  all  the  fairs  held  under  the  same  patent  ? — Six  altogether  are  held,  five  under 
the  patent,  and  one  upon  every  25th  of  March,  for  which  day  there  is  no  patent. 

2752.  What  is  the  system  of  collecting  tolls  at  the  fairs? — The  men  employed  by  the 
weighmaster  at  the  gap  asks  the  driver  of  any  cattle  going  out  of  the  fair  whether  they 
have  been  sold  or  not;  if  he  says  not,  then  they  ask  him  to  touch  a hoard  in  order  to  clear 

th<2753.  Where  are  the  fairs  held  ?— In  the  street.  Neither  market  nor  fair  are  held  in 
enclosed  places,  they  are  both  held  in  the  street ; there  is  no  fair-green. 

2754.  Do  you  not  think,  that  a proprietor  of  a fair^  and  market  should  provide  proper 
accommodation,  in  return  for  the  tolls  he  receives? — Yes. 


2755.  Would  you  consider  it  a better  system  to  have  a properly  enclosed  fair-green  pro- 
vided, and  that  a smaller  toll  than  that  now  charged  should  be  levied  upon  all  cattle 
entering  the  fair,  instead  of  charging  only  those  that  are  sold  going  out,  as  they  do  at 


present  ? — I think  such  would  he  much  better  than  the  present  system. 

2756.  What  value  do  the  public  get  from  the  proprietor  in  return  lor  the  tolls  they  pay . 
The  use  of  the  scales  is  the  only  return  I give.  I think  it  but  reasonable,  that  Proper 
accommodation  should  be  obtained  from  the  proprietor  by  the  public  The  tolls  are  let  to 
Daniel  Gready,  the  weighmaster.  I am  endeavouring  to  get  rid  of  him,  hut  he  is  over- 


holding in  spite  of  me.  l r .1  „ r„ 

2757  If  all  the  corn  sold  in  the  town  was  weighed  in  the  market,  would  there  be  sufli- 
cient  accommodation?— There  would  not;  the  present  beams,  scales,  and  weights,  would 


be  altogether  insufficient. 


Daniel  Gready,  the  weighmaster  of  the  market,  to  whom  the  tolls  are  let,  was  brought 
into  court  in  the  custody  of  the  police,  from  the  gaol,  and  examined. 


2758.  Where  do  you  live  ? — In  Roscrea.  , „ . ., 

2759.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— I am  the  weighmaster  of  the  market,  and  rent  the 
oils  of  the  fairs  and  markets  at  £60  a-year.  I keep  all  the  tolls  I receive,  and  pay  Mi. 


Fr2760.‘ Do'yo!;  MuSnytoS^oept  what  are  upon  the  toll-board  ? No ; I do  not  eren 


charge  so  much,  as  1 am  entitled  to  do  by  the  toll-board.  - +11 

2761.  Is  the  list  handed  in  by  Mr.  Franck  and  now  produced,  a correct  copy  of  the  toll- 
board?— It  is  ; the  toll-boards  were  broken  up  some  years  ago,  and  then  the  present  one 
was  printed,  a^d  the  scale  of  tolls  at  that  time  reduced  from  what  they  formerly  were  to 
the  present  charges. 
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t2'6  FAIRS  AND  MARKKfS'  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 

2762.  Are  tolls  paid  ill  the  market,  whether  the  goods  are  sold  or  riot? — Yes  ; I am 
entitled  to  charge  toll  upon  any  corn  or  Other  article  brought  into  the  town  and  exposed 
for  sale,  on  market-days, 

2763.  Is  the  toll  paid  always  at  the  tiftie  the  cotn  is  sold  ?-^-Not  always  ; the  buyer  in 
many  cases  accounts  with  MO  the  next  morning. 

2764.  Is  there  any  charge  made  for  weighing  in  tlie  market  Scales  ? — No. 

2765.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  market? — We  require  a Cast  of  tlie  besam, 
the  scale  need  not,  however,  touch  the  ground  ; I do  not  know  how  much  it  would  take  to 
turn  the  beam  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight,  I should  say  about  two  pounds. 

2766.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  weighing  corn  or  potatoes? — Seven  pounds. 

2767.  What  deduction  do  you  make  for  the  empty  sack  from  the  gross  weight? — Gene- 
rally four  pounds  or  seven  pounds*  according  to  the  appearance  of  the  sack ; sometimes 
only  three  and  a-lialf  pounds.  I weigh  and  return  only  the  gross  weight ; the  buyer  and 
seller  arrange  between  themselves  what  shall  be  deducted  for  beamage  and  empty  sacks. 

2768.  Do  you  keep  a book  of  the  quantity  and  nature  of  the  articles  sold  by  you,  each 
market-day? — No ; I keep  no  book,  I give,  if  required,  a written  return  of  any  corn  that 
may  be  weighed  in  the  market,  which  return  contains  the  gross  weight  of  the  articles,  witli 
my  own  name  and  the  date  to  it ; but  unless  such  is  asked  for,  I merely  write  the  gross 
weight  of  the  corn  or  other  article  upon  the  seller’s  hat. 

2769-  Do  you  keep  a copy  of  the  docket  you  give  the  seller,  so  that  in  the  event  Of  his 
losing  it,  you  would  be  able  to  give  him  a duplicate? — No,  I do  not;  nor  do  I keep  any 
record  of  the  sales  made. 

2770.  Then  you  could  not,  of  course,  furnish  us  with  particulars  of  the  prices  and  quan- 
tities of  agricultural  produce  sold  by  you  in  the  year  ? — No  ; I could  not. 

2771.  What  does  a barrel  consist  of? — A barrel  of  wheat  weighs  twenty  stone ; of  oats, 
twelve  stone ; of  here  and  barley,  sixteen  stone  ; and  of  potatoes,  twenty  stone. 

2772.  Of  what  does  a stone  consist? — Fourteen  pounds,  except  of  wool  and  feathers, 
which  are  calculated  at  sixteen  pounds. 

2773.  Does  a hundred-weight  always  consist  of  112lbs.  ? — It  does 

2774.  What  is  the  greatest  quantity  of  corn  weighed  in  the  market  scales  in  one  week? — 
I should  say,  about  200  bags. 

2775.  Do  you  charge  tolls  upon  corn  on  any  other  than  market-days? — No,  1 do  not ; 
unless  it  is  weighed  in  the  market, 

2776.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  potatoes? — Potatoes  are  weighed  in  the  same 
way  as  corn ; I give  only  the  gross  weight ; the  empty  bag  never  comes  back  to  be  weighed. 

2777.  Do  the  merchants  and  other  buyers  in  the  town  charge  for  weighing  at  their  own 
stores  ? — There  is  no  corn  weighed  in  the  town  except  in  the  mills,  and  the  millers  do  not 
charge  either  for  weighing  or  porterage, 

2778.  Do  you  get  tolls  upon  the  corn  bought  by  the  millers  ? — No,  1 do  not,  unless  it  is 
exposed  in  the  market  for  sale,  and  that  only  on  market-days. 

2779.  Are  all  articles  brought  into  the  market  charged  tolls? — Yes;  any  corn  or  other 
agricultural  produce,  if  exposed  for  sale  in  the  market,  is  charged  toll,  whether  it  is  sold 
or  not, 

2780.  If  a miller  bought  corn,  and  brought  it  through  the  town,  would  he  he  charged 
tolls? — No ; I do  not  get  tolls  upon  any  corn,  unless  it  is  exposed  in  the  market  for  sale. 

2781.  How  much  do  the  tolls  amount  to  in  the  year  ?^About  £100  per  annum.  I keep 
no  account  of  what  I receive.  The  tolls  are  valued  for  poor-rate  at  £95  a-year. 

Henry  Holebrook  examined. 

2782  Where  do  you  reside?  and  what  is  your  occupation?-^!  reside  iri  Iloscrea,  and 
am  a butcher  by  tirade. 

2783.  Have  you  any  complaint  to  make  as  to  the  riianher  in  which  the  market  is  con- 
ducted ? — 1 es  ; I have  to  say  that  in  collecting  at  the  fairs  and  markets,  the  collectors  do 
not  confine  themselves  to  the  tolls  which  are  printed  upon  the  boards : as  an  instance, 
I bought  a goat  for  2s.  (id.,  and  was  charged  by  the  toll-collector  Ad. ; and  when  he  could 
not  show  me  that  there  was  any  toll  for  goats  upon  the  board,  he  said  it  came  under  the  head 
of  horned  cattle,  and  threatened  to  seize  the  goat,  if  1 did  not  pay  the  Ad.  I had  to 
comply  with  the  demand,  and  applied  to  Mr.  Franck,  the  owner  of  the  market,  to  get  it 
back,  but  received  no  redress  from  him. 

Mark  Gannon  examined. 

2784.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Roscrea. 

2785.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a victualler,  and  buy  a great  deal  of  butter  in 
this  market. 

2786.  How  is  the  butter  sold  ?— It  is  sold  by  lump,  and  never  weighed  in  the  public 
scales  in  the  market.  It  is  mostly  sold  iri  firkins. 

2787.  Ought  not  the  firkins  to  be  weighed? — They  ought. 

2788.  Is  there  any  inspector  of  butter  ?— No  •;  but  there  ought  to  be  one.  This  would 
be  a good  butter  market  if  there  was  an  inspector  of  butter  appointed,  and  a proper 
system  of  Weighing  iri  the  market,  Which  iS  also  greatly  wanted, 

2789.  Is  toll  charged  on  butter  ?— No. 

2790.  What  is  the  greatest  quantity  of  butter  Sold  on  one  market- day  ?> — About  300  or 
400  firkins,  all  of  which  are  sold  by  lump. 
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Mr.  Brmgm  examined. 

2791.  Where  do  you  reside? — Near  the  town,  and  I buy  a large  quantity  of  corn  in  it. 

■2792.  Where  do  you  weigh  the  corn  you  purchase?— I weigh  the  corn  I buy  at  my 
stores,  hut  I pay  tolls  for  it,  whether  I have  to  weigh  it  myself  or  not. 

2793.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  for  the  improvement  of  the  market  here? — 
I have  to  complain  that  there  is  no  proper  docket  given  with  any  corn  sold  in  the  market ; 
and  I think  that  I should  get  a proper  doeket  with  any  corn  I purchase. 

2794.  Would  not  a docket,  showing  the  net  weight,  be  better  than  one  that  only  gives 
the  gross  weight  ? — Certainly  it  would. 

2795.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  weighing  at  your  store,  'or  porterage? — No. 

2790.  Is  there  sufficient  accommodation  in  the  market,  if  all  the  corn  sold  there  was 
a’so  weighed  there  ?~— There  is  not. 

2797.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  in  your  own  stores?— I weigh  in  my  stores 
with  standing  beam  and  one  pound  weight;  I tare  the  empty  sack,  and  deduct  four  pounds 
per  barrel  for  beamage. 

2798.  What  value  does  the  proprietor  of  the  tolls  here  give  to  the  public  in  return  for 
the  tolls  he  receives? — He  only  gives  the  scales,  which  are  quite  insufficient  to  weigh  all 
the  corn  sold  in  the  town. 

2799.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  beams  and  scales, 
an  efficient  staff,  and  under  the  supervision  of  a competent  and  sworn  weighmaster;  and 
that  all  the  corn  coming  into  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed  in  such  a market?— 
I would.  The  weighing  here  is  so  unsatisfactory.,  that  even  if  the  corn  I buy  has  been 
weighed  in  the  market  scales,  I weigh  it  afterwards  in  my  own  scales ; while  corn  that  has 
been  weighed  at  Parsonstown  I never  weigh  a second  time. 

2^00.  Do  all  the  other  merchants  and  buyers  who  weigh  corn  at  their  stores,  deduct 
four  pounds  beamage?— I believe  they  all  adopt  the  same  system  as  I do, 

2801.  Would  it  not  be  a better  mode  of  weighing  to  deduct  no  beamage?— If  such 
were  general  over  the  whole  country,  there  could  be  no  objection.  Though  the  man  who 
weighs  in  the  market  is  not  always  correct.  I do  not  think  he  intends  any  fraud. 

2802  Would  vou  approve  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the  whole 
country?— I would;  I think  the  barrel  of  fourteen  stone  should  be  used  over  the  whole 
country.  . , 

2803.  Do  you  not  think  a proper  book  should  be  kept  by  the  weighmaster,  in  which 
the  nature,  quantities,  price,  and  amount,  of  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  and  sold  in 
the  market,  should  be  entered  ?— I think  such  would  be  very  proper,  and  much  better 
than  chalking  the  weight  upon  the  hat  of  a man,  who  could  change  hip  hat  or  alter  the 
chalking  as  he  liked. 

Robert  Dowd,  miller,  examined. 


liO^CREA, 

M/i  Nt/i/ember,  1S-5?- 

W- 
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Robert  Dowd. 


2804.  You  have  heard  the  statements  of  Mr.  Brangan ; do  you  concur  in  all  he  said,  or 
would  you  wish  to  add  any  thing  ?— I quite  agree  with  him  in  his  general  remarks.  There 
are,  I should  think,  about  2,000  or  3,000  barrels  of  corn  sometimes  sold  in  the  town.  1 
myself  have  seen  about  1,000  barrels  in  the  market,  which  the  scales  they  have  there  would 
be  quite  insufficient  to  weigh  in  one  day.  There  is  much  confusion  even  with  the  small 
quantity  weighed  at  the  market  scales:  I have  known  a mistake  of  four  stone  made,  arising 
entirely,  I am  sure,  from  the  confusion  existing,  and  not  from  any  intention  of  the  weigh'- 
mastcr.  I have  known  a party  that  had  corn  weighing  stopped  in  the  middle  of  his  load, 
to  allow  potatoes  to  be  weighed ; in  fact,  when  there  is  a hurry  at  the  market  scales,  the 
strongest  faction  carries  it,  and  the  other  parties  have  to  wait. 

2s 05.  The  serjeant  of  police,  at  Roscrca,  stated  that  he  knew,  on  one  occasion,  of  some 
cabbage-plants  on  their  way  to  Nenagli,  passing  through  Roscrea,  and  though  not  offered 
for  sale  in  the  latter  town,  the  owner  was  forced  by  the  toll  collector  to  pay  toll  ; and  it 
appears  there  was  no  toll  for  cabbage-plants  printed  upon  the  toll-board. 


Nenagh,  November  10,  1852. 

Richard  Bayley  Uniacke,  esq.,  examined. 

2800.  Where  do  you  reside:? — I live  near  Nenagh  ; I am  the  agent  or  receiver  over -the 
property  of  Holmes,  a minor,  under  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

2807.  Who  is  the  owner  and  patentee  of  the  market  ? — The  present  owner  or  patentee  of 
the  market  is  Mr.  Holmes,  a minor.  He  is  the  representative  of  the  late  Peter  Holmes. 

2808.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  is  this  market  held  ? — I cannot  say  ; but  1 know 

there  is  a patent,  which  I believe  is  in  Dublin.  , . , ... 

2809.  When  was  the  market  established? — I cannot  say;  it-  is  of  very  old  standing. 
Major  Dundas  is  the  lessee  of  the  tolls,  at -the  yearly  rent  of  £120. 

Edxvard  Hanley^  examined- 

2810.  Where  do  you  reside  ?— In  Nenagh. 

2811.  What  is  your  occupation? — I collect  the  tolls  of  the  market  and  fairs  of  Nenagh 

for  Major  Dundas.  . . ..  . 

2812.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market  ? and  if  so,  give  a return  of  the  various  articles  that 
are  liable  to  it,  with  the  amount  paid  on  each. — Tolls  are  paid  in  the  market ; and  the 
'list  1 now  hand  in  shows  the  charges  that  are  made  for  -tolls  in  both  fairs  and  markets. 
i[  The  fuilt.wing  list  was  handed  in  by  the  witness ] ?r— 
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FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 

Baronies  op  Upper  and  Lower  Ormond. 

Tolls  and  Customs  of  Nenagh  on  Fair  Days. 

s.  d.  s.  d. 

For  every  milch  cow,  . .05  Kishes,  and  dung-baskets,  per  load,  . 0 6 

Black  cattle  above  three  years  old,  each,  0 4 Fish-hawlcers,  . . .03 

Do.  do.  two  do.  .03  Each  hide,  . . * .04 

Do.  do.  yearling,  . .02  Fowl  in  kishes,  or  otherwise,  . 0 3 

Horses,  mares,  or  geldings,  each,  . 0 6|  Each  hog,  sow,  or  pig,  . .03 

Sheep  and  calves,  each,  . .01  Pigs  brought  in  kishes,  each,  . 0 1 

Standings  pay,  each,  ..  . 0 4 . Tents  or  booths,  . .'  .26 

Oats,  bere,  and  barley,  for  toll  and  } Wool  per  bag,  . ■ .06 

custom,  weighing,  &c.,  per  stone,  . 0 i Every  fiirltin  of  butter  sold,  . .03 

Woodenware  per  load,  . .0,4  Every  crock  or  cool  of  butter  sold,  . 0 2 

Scollops,  per  cwt.,  . . . 0 Every  tub  of  tallow,  . . .04 

Weat,  per  bag,  . . .02  Every  load  of  hay  sold,  . .04 

Fruit,  per  load,  . . . 0 5 1 Do.  straw  do.,  . .02 

Baronies  of  Upper  and  Lower  Ormond. 

Tolls  and  Customs  of  Nenagii  on  Market  Days. 

s.  d.  s.  d. 

Standings,  each,  . . .02  Every  car-load  of  fish,  . .04 

Oats,  bere,  and  barley  per  stone,  for  Kishes  and  dung-baskets,  per  load,  . 0 6 

toll,  cranage,  and  storage,  . 0 Black  cattle  above  three  years  old,  . 0 4 

Potatoes,  from  ten  to  thirteen  stone,  Do.  do.  two  do.  .03 

for  weighing,  toll,  cranage,  and  Do.  do.  yearling  . .02 

custom,  ..  . .01  Milch  cows,  each,  . .05 

Do.  from  thirteen  to  thirty  stone,  for  Horses,  mares,  or  geldings,  each,  . 0 6£ 

weighing,  toll,  cranage,  and  custom,  0 2 Fowl  in  kishes,  . . .03 

Sheep  or  calves,  each,  . .01  For  each  firkin  sold  of  butter,  . 0 3 

Fruit  or  vegetables,  each  per  load,  . 0 2 j For  every  crock  or  cool  of  butter  sold,  0 2 

Scollops,  per  cwt.  . . . 0 0£  Hides,  each,  . . .04 

Each  hog,  sow,  or  pig,  . .02  Tallow,  for  every  tub,  . .04 

Bonares  in  kishes  coming  in,  each,  . 0 1 Each  load  of  hay  sold,  . .04 

Wooden  ware,  per  standing,  . .02  Do.  of  straw,  . .02 

Hawkers,  each,  . . 0 2 J 

2813.  Is  the  list  you  now  hand  in  an  exact  copy  of  the  toll-board  ?— No  ; it  is  not  the 
same  as  our  board  ; we  charge  less  tolls  than  those  on  the  board  in  some  cases,  and  never 
more. 

2814.  Are  the  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  the  seller? — liy  the  buyers  in  fairs  on  black 
cattle,  and  by  the  sellers  on  pigs  in  fairs,  and  on  all  articles  and  cattle  sold  in  the  market. 

28 1 5.  What  are  the  market  days?  and  are  any  tolls  collected  on  any  other  than  market 
days  ? — Thursday  is  the  market  day ; tolls  are  only  levied  on  that  day. 

2816.  Are  there  enclosed  market-places? — and  is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce 
confined  to  them? — There  is  no  enclosed  market-place,  except  the  pig  market;  and  the 
corn  and  other  agricultural  produce  is  sold  about  the  streets  of  the  town.  There  is  an 
open  market-palce  and  a market-house  ; the  latter  is  not  used  for  market  purposes. 

2817.  Has  a sworn  weighmaster  been  appointed  ? and  are  there  a sufficient  number  of 
beams,  scales,  and  weights  in  the  market  ? — A weighmaster  has  been  appointed,  but  not 
sworn  ; there  are  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights  in  the  market. 

2818.  Is  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  in  the  market? — No;  nearly  all  is  weighed 
in  the  merchants’  stores. 

2819.  What  is  your  charge  for  weighing  wheat? — Two  pence  a bag;  that  includes 
everything.  For  this  we  supply  storage ; and  if  toll  is  paid  on  the  corn,  and  not  sold  on 
the  first  day,  we  make  no  charge  on  the  second  market  day  for  storage  or  toll. 

2820.  Would  there  be  sufficient  accommodation  in  the  market  if  all  the  corn  brought 
into  the  town  for  sale  was  to  be  weighed  in  the  market  ? — No  ; there  would  not  be  near 
sufficient  accommodation  for  all  the  corn  brought  into  the  town. 

282 1 . Do  you  levy  toll  upon  corn  and  other  agricultural  produce  whether  sold  or  not  ? — 
Yes ; I levy  toll  upon  all  that  is  brought  into  the  market,  whether  sold  or  not ; but  I do 
not  charge  upon  what  is  merely  passing  through  the  town,  and  is  not  offered  for  sale;  and 
I never  charge  toll  for  any  thing  except  upon  market  days. 

2822.  Do  you  say  that  if  corn  has  paid  the  toll,  and  is  not  sold,  it  may  come  another 
day  into  the  market  free  of  toll? — Yes. 

2823.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  market  ? — We  weigh  corn  with  a turn  of  the 
beam,  but  the  scale  need  not  touch  the  ground.  A four-pound  weight  is  the  smallest  one 
we  use  ; the  custom  in  the  merchants’  stores  is  to  use  no  smaller  weight  than  seven  pounds. 
We  deduct  no  beamage,  and  deduct  seven  pounds  for  the  empty  sack,  whether  it  is  more 
or  less.  We  weigh  potatoes  with  no  smaller  weight  than  seven  pounds ; we  weigh  potatoes 
down  weight ; the  scale  must  touch  the  ground.  It  takes  about  one  pound  to  bring  the 
scale  from  standing  beam  to  the  ground.  There  is  no  beamage  ever  deducted  in  weigh- 
ing potatoes. 

2824.  Are  the  nature  and  quantity  of  all  articles  weighed  in  the  market  entered  in  a book 
kept  by  you,  as  weighmaster,  for  that  purpose?  and  does  the  buyer  or  seller  receive  a 
copy  of  such  entries? — I do  not  keep  a book  such  as  you  mention;  and  I only  give  a 
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docket  when  required  to  do  so  by  the  seller.  At  all  other  times  I mark  the  gross 
weight  upon  his  hat  with  chalk,  or  upon  the  bag.  I never  give  a printed  docket,  hut  1 
give  a written  one  when  required  ; I keep  no  copy,  and  if  the  one  I give  is  lost,  I cannot 
give  a duplicate.  The  gross  weight  I also  mark  upon  the  scale  with  chalk,  so  that  in  case 
of  the  docket  being  lost,  or  any  dispute  arising,  I can  refer  to  the  scale. 

2825.  If  you  mark  the  weight  of  all  the  corn  weighed  in  the  market  on  the  market 
scale,  how  can  you  tell  which  is  the  particular  weight  that  is  wanted? — I think  I could 
recollect,  and  ascertain  which  was  the  one  required. 

2820.  I suppose  you  could  give  no  return  to  the  Government,  if  they  required  one,  of  the 
nature  and  quantity  of  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  market  in  the  year?  I could  not. 

2827.  What  does  a barrel  consist  of? — A barrel  of  wheat  consists  of  twenty  stone  ; of 
oats,  twelve  stone  ; of  here  and  barley,  sixteen  stone;  and  of  potatoes,  twenty-four  stone. 

2828.  What  does  a stone  consist  of'?— Fourteen  pounds,  except  in  the  case  of  wool  and 
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feathers. 

2829.  Is  a hundred- weight  always  112  pounds  ? — It  is. 

2830.  Is  much  butter  sold  in  this  market  ? — No,  there  is  not  much  ; for  instance,  there 
was  only  about  sixteen  stone  weighed  at  the  last  market. 

2831.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  butter? — Standing  beam,  and  one  pound  is  the 
lowest  weight  used ; I give  the  gross  weight,  and  make  no  deductions. 

2832.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  wool? — One  pound  is  the  lowest  weight  used  ; 
I weigh  at  standing  beam,  and  deduct  four  pounds  beamage. 

2833.  Do  you  charge  toll  upon  butter  whether  it  is  weighed  or  not  ? — I do  ; I make  no 
charge  for  weighing ; I charge  no  tolls  upon  butter  coming  into  the  market  in  rolls.  A 
small  crock,  not  weighing  more  than  two  pounds,  would  not  be  charged  any  toll.  Before 
Major  Dundas  became  lessee  of  the  market,  small  crocks  of  two  pounds  would  be  charged 
2 d.  for  weighing.  My  scales  are.  however,  too  big  for  weighing  butter. 

2834.  What  value  is  given  by  the  proprietor  of  the  markets  for  the  tolls  he  receives  ? — 
He  gives  scales  and  storage,  a market-place,  and  a market-house,  which,  however,  is  not 
used  ; there  are  two  store-houses  also  provided  by  him. 

2835.  Is  there  sufficient  accommodation  in  the  market  for  all  the  agricultural  produce 
brought  into  the  town  for  sale  ? — No,  there  is  not. 

2836.  Do  you  collect  the  tolls  of  the  fairs ? — I do;  there  are  seven  altogether  held  m 
this  town. 


2837.  Is  there  a fair-green  ? — No,  there  is  not, 

2-38.  State  the  mode  of  collecting  tolls  at  the  fairs.— Tolls  are  charged  upon  cattle 
going  out  of  the  fair,  only  if  they  have  been  sold.  The  man  at  the  gap  asks  the  driver  if 
they  are  sold  or  not ; if  he  says  they  are  not,  and  my  men  have  reason  to  suspect  the  cattle 
have  been  sold,  they  make  the  driver  touch  a board  or  penny  to  clear  them,  but  they  never 
require  him  to  touch  a hook  or  paper,  and  they  generally  let  them  pass  on  the  words  of 
the  driver,  without  requiring  any  stronger  proof.  Such  is  considered  by  the  people,  who 
do  not  know  better,  as  an  oath,  and  they  sometimes  take  it  and  swear  what  is  not  the  case. 
I would,  however,  get  no  tolls  except  for  this  custom.  ■ 

2839.  Would  it  not  he  better  that  a properly  enclosed  fair-green  should  be  provided, 

and  that  all  cattle  entering  the  fair  should  be  charged  a smaller  toll  than  is  charged  at 
present,  which  would  be  in  the  nature  of  a charge  for  standing  ?— I do  not  think  that  the 
people,  generally,  would  like  to  pay  going  in  ; I would  not  object  to  it  on  my  part,  but 
some  people  would  not  like  it.  „ . , 

2840.  Do  you  charge  any  tolls  upon  chickens  ?— No  ; I charge  tolls  upon  turkeys  or 

geese  in  carts  ; I do  not  charge  tolls  upon  chickens  or  ducks,  as  they  never  come  into  the 
market,  I have  a good  class  of  toll-collectors,  who  have  very  strict  directions  lrom  me 
how  they  are  to  collect  the  tolls.  , 

2841  Do  you  charge  toll  for  potatoes?— I do  not  charge  any  toll  for  potatoes  unless 
they  are  weighed,  and  then  only  on  market-days;  I never  knew  them  charged  on  other 


2842  If  corn  is  unsold  in  the  market  and  taken  away  to  another  town  to  be  sold,  would 
you  charge  tolls  upon  it  ? — I would ; if  it  enters  the  market  on  a market-day  it  must  pay 
toll.  All  agricultural  produce  on  market-days  pays  toll  on  entering  the  town  before  it 
reaches  the  market.  If  it  comes  into  the  town,  and  does  not  go  to  the  market,  it  is  still 
charged  toll— not,  however,  on  any  other  day  than  market-day.  I never  interfered  with 
the  selling  of  any  produce  upon  any  day  that  was  not  market-day.  1 charge  la.  a bag,  or 
4d.  for  a cart-load.  , •, 

2843.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 
efficient  staff,  and  under  the  supervision  of  a sworn  weighmaster,  in  which  all  the  agricul- 
tural produce  brought  into  the  town  for  sale  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ?— I would. 

2844.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  weigh  standing  beam,  using  one  pound  as  the  lowest 

weight  making  no  other  deduction  from  the  gross  weight  than  the  actual  tare  ot  the 
empty  sack  ?— If  it  were  made  general  I think  it  would  be  a great  improvement,  and  it 
would  give  the  farmer  the  value  of  his  corn.  I have,  however,  never  heard  complaints 
of  the  weighing  in  the  private  stores  of  the  merchants.  , 0 v 

2845.  Arc  there  any  tolls  charged  by  the  collectors  that  are  not  on  the  toll-board  . —No. 

2846.  Is  not  toll  collected  on  fruit,  for  I do  not  see  it  entered  on  the  toll-board  . There 
is  a toll  charged  upon  fruit,  though  not  on  the  toll-board.  1 will  furnish  a copy  ot  the 

toll-board,  certified  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners  of  Nenagh. 

2847.  Under  what  head  do  you  charge  for  fruit  carried  by  women  m hand-baskets  ( 1 
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charge  toll  as  if  coming  under  the  head  of  hawkers  ; I charge  them  2d.  on  market-days, 
and  Ad.  on  fair-days. 

2848.  If  apples  were  sold  in  the  market  in  the  morning,  and  were  carried  about  for  sale 
by  the  persons  who  bought  them,  would  not  toll  be  thus  charged  upon  the  same  articles 
twice  over  ? — The  person  who  bought  them  in  the  morning  would  have  to  pay  for  carrying 
them  about  for  sale. 

2849.  If  fish  was  bought  in  the  market,  and  paid  toll,  would  you  charge  toll  to  the 
person  who  bought  it  for  selling  it  on  a table  in  the  streets  afterwards  ? — I would  not. 

2850.  Are  there  any  complaints  ever  made  to  you  of  the  way  in  which  tolls  are  collected 
by  your  men  ? — No  ; upon  a man  being  appointed  by  me  as  a collector  for  small  matters, 
I tell  him  what  to  charge.  These  men  are  under  me. 

2851.  What  is  the  toll  upon  goats? — One  penny. 

2852.  Under  what  head  do  you  charge  this? — Under  the  head  of  stags. 

2853.  Do  the  collectors  charge  in  all  cases  by  the  list  you  first  handed  me  ? — I believe 
not  exactly. 

2854.  Do  they  go  strictly  by  that  which  is  lodged  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  or  by  the 
toll-board,  as  none  of  the  three  seem  to  agree  with  each  other? — I do  not  think  they 
exactly  follow  any  one  of  them;  the  tolls  charged  are  generally  lower  than  what  are 
charged  by  the  board ; — they,  do  not  go  strictly  by  it,  as  to  the  amount  they  charge,  but 
generally  go  by  the  board  as  to  what  articles  are  to  be  charged  toll.  The  present  toll- 
board  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  old  one  that  was  before  it.  It  was  printed  in  1818. 

2855.  Do  you  not  charge  for  goats,  which  are  not  on  the  toll-board? — I do. 

2856.  What  is  the  real  list  by  which  tolls  are  collected  ? — This  is  a copy  of  the  charges 
really  made,  not  alleged  to  be  a copy  of  that  lodged  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace ; it  is  a 
list  containing  tolls  reduced  in  amount  from  those  on  the  toll-board. 

2857-  Do  you  not  charge  toll  upon  cabbage  plants,  which  are  not  entered  upon  this  list? 
— I do ; I charge  a toll  for  them  of  Is.  6d.  per  cart-load.  The  following  are  lists  of  tolls 
furnished  by  the  chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners,  and  certified  by  him  to  be  true 
copies;  No.  1,  of  the  toll-boards  at  present  exposed  in  the  markets  and  fairs  of  Nenagh, 
and  No.  2,  of  the  list  of  tolls  lodged  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace : — 


No.  1. — Customs  of  Nenagh  on  Fair- days,  and  Big  Market-days. 
Edward  Hanley,  Collector. 


s.  d. 

Milch  cows,  each,  . . .05 

Dry  cows,  and  3 years  old,  do.  . 0 4 

Two  years  old,  do.,  . .03 

One  year  old,  do.,  . • .02 

Horses,  do.,  . . . . .06 

Ewe  and  lamb,  until  the  1st  of  August,  0 1 
Do.,  afterwards,  . . .02 

Asses,  each,  . . . .03 

Single  standings,  . . .04 

Do.,  with  soft  goods  (covered  or  not),  1 1 

Hatters’  standings,  . . . 0 10 

Hawkers’  do.,  . . .04 

Woodenware,  per  car-load,  . .06 

Fruit,  do.,  . .06 

Kishes  and  dung-baskets,  each,  . 0 1 

Fish  and  lemons,  with  men  hawking,  . 0 6 


Big  Market-days 


Fowl  in  kishes,  or  otherwise,  . . 0 

Friezes,  flannels,  linens,  per  load,  . 0 
Every  pig  sold,  . . .0 

Do.,  if  carried  out  by  man  or  woman,  0 

| Bonaves  in  kishes,  and  each  coming  in,  0 
| Wool,  per  bag,  . . .0 

Hay,  per  load,  . . . .0 

Straw,  do.,  . . . .0 

Corn  of  every  description,  per  stone,  . 0 

Plants,  per  hundred,  . . .0 

Scollops,  do.,  . . . .0 

Hides,  each,  . . . .0 

Tallow,  if  under  1 cwt.,  . . 0 

Do.,  if  above  1 cwt.,  . . 0 

Every  crock,  firkin,  or  tub  of  butter,  . 0 
Potatoes,  per  barrel,  . . .0 


pay  as  fair  days. 


d. 

6 


6 

3 

0} 

Oi 


No.  1. — Customs  of  Nenagh  on  Market-days. 


Edward 

s. 


Milch  cows,  each,  . . .0 

Dry  cows,  and  3 years  old,  do.,  . 0 

Two  years  old,  do.,  . . 0 

One  year  old,  do.,  . . .0 

Horses,  do.,  . . . .0 

Asses,  do.,  . . . .0 

Sheep  or  calves,  do.,  . . .0 

Single  standings,  . . .0 

Do.,  with  soft  goods  (covered  or  not),  0 
Hatters’  standings,  each,  . . 0 

Hawkers’  do.,  do.,  . .0 

Woodenware,  per  load,  . . 0 

Fruit  or  vegetables,  do.,  . . 0 

Friezes,  flannels,  and  linens,  do.,  . 0 

Kishes  and  dung-baskets,  each,  . 0 

Fish  and  lemons,  per  basket,  . . 0 

November  1,  1850. 


Hanley,  Collector. 
d. 

5 Fowl  in  kishes,  or  otherwise,  . 

4 Every  crock,  firkin,  or  tub  of  butter, 

3 Hides,  each,  . 

2 Tallow,  if  under  1 cwt., 

6 Do.,  if  above  1 >cwt., 

3 Hay,  per  load,  . 

1 Straw,  do., 

2 Every  pig  sold, 

6 Bonaves  in  kishes,  or  coming  in, 

4 Wool,  per  bag, 

2 Corn  of  every  description,  per  stone, 

3 Plants,  per  hundred, 

2 Scollops,  do.,  . 

4 Potatoes,  per  barrel, 

1 Tents  or  booths, 

6 


s.  d. 
0 6 
0 6 
0 4 
0 4 
0 8 
0 6 
0 3 
0 2 
0 1 
0 6 
0 0-t 


0 3 
2 6 


Reps,  of  P.  Holmes,  Owner. 
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0 5 


0 


For  every  milcb  cow,  . 

Black  cattle,  above  3 years  old,  each, 

Do.,  do.,  2 do.,  do., 

Do.,  yearlings,  do., 

Horses,  mares,  or  geldings,  do., 

Ewe  and  lamb,  until  1st  of  August, 

Do.,  afterwards, 

Sheep  and  calves,  each, 

Single  standings,  do.,  . 

Do.,  with  soft  goods, 

Hatters’  standings,  each, 

Hawkers’  do.,  do., 

Corn  of  every  description,  for  toll  and 
custom,  weighing,  &c.,  per  stone, 

Wooden  ware,  per  load  (one  property),  . 

Scollops,  per  hundred,  . 

Fruit,  per  load, 

Peter  Holmes,  Proprietor  of  the  Tolls  and  Customs  of. Nenagh. 

June  23,  1818. 


1 

0 10 
4 


Kishes  and  dung-baskets,  per  load, 

Fish  hawkers,  . 

Each  hide, 

Fowl  in  kishes,  or  otherwise, 

Each  hog,  sow,  or  pig, 

Pigs,  brought  in  kishes, 

Tents  or  booths, 

Wool,  per  bag, 

Each  carcase  of  beef, 

Each  carcase  of  mutton. 

Each  firkin,  crock,  or  tub  of  butter,  per 
cwt., 

Tallow,  if  under  % cwt., 

Do.,  if  over, 

Every  load  of  hay  sold, 

Do.,  straw,  do., 


s.  d. 
0 6 


0 4 
0 3 
0 3 


0 6 
0 6 
0 3 


0 4 


No.  2. — Baronies  of  Upper  and  Lower  Ormond. 
Tolls  and  Customs  of  Nenagii  on  Market-days. 


0 0£ 


0 01 
0 2 


Kishes  and  dung-baskets,  per  load, 
Black  cattle,  above  3 years  old, 

Do.,  do.,  2 do., 

Do.,  yearlings,  . 

Milch  cows, 

Horses,  mares,  or  geldings,  each, 

Fowl  in  kishes,  or  otherwise,  . 

For  every  firkin,  tub,  or  crock  of  butter, 
1 cwt.,  and  upwards, 

Hides,  each,  .... 
Tallow,  if  under  \ cwt., 

Do.,  if  over, 

Each  load  of  hay  sold,  . 

Do.,  straw,  do., 


3 


Peter  Holmes,  Proprietor  of  the  Tolls  and  Customs  of  Nenagh. 


Single  standings, 

Do.,  with  soft  goods, 

Hatters’  standings,  . 

Corn  of  every  description,  per  stone, 

toll,  cranage,  pickage,  and  storage 
Potatoes,  per  barrel,  for  weighing, 

cranage,  and  custom, 

Sheep  or  calves,  each,  . 

Fruit  or  vegetables,  per  load,  . 

Scollops,  per  hundred,  . 

Each  hog,  sow,  or  pig,  . 

Do.,  in  kishes  coming  in,  each, 

Woodenware,  per  standing, 

Hawkers,  each, 

Every  car  load  of  fish,  . 

June  23, 1818. 

Edward  Pine  examined. 

2858.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I buy  a good  deal  in  this  market  for  my  father,  and 
weigh  in  my  father’s  scales  what  I buy  for  him. 

2859.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  porterage  or  weighing  ? — JNo.^ 

2860.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  in  your  father’s  scales?— We  require  a cast  of  the 
beam;  and,  in  weighing  heavy  draughts  of  oats,  use  four  pounds  as  the  smallest  weight. 
In  weighing  wheat,  we  weigh  with  a one-pound  weight,  and  barley  with  a four-pound 
weight.  In  large  draughts  of  corn,  however,  we  always  give  and  take. 

286 1 . Is  there  any  regular  system  of  weighing  in  the  merchants’  stores . — Yes ; the 

custom  of  the  town  is  followed  bv  all  of  them ; we  pay  for  odd  pounds  of  corn— even  for  a 
single  pound.  I think  about  half  a-pound  would  bring  our  beam  from  standing  beam  to 
down  weight ; we  deduct  four  pounds  beamage  from  a barrel  of  barley— the  same  from  a 
barrel  of  wheat ; we  deduct  the  exact  weight  of  the  sack  from  the  gross  weight  of  wheat 
and  barley,  and  seven  pounds  in  all  cases  for  the  empty  sack  in  oats.  I buy  about  600 
barrels  of  corn  in  the  week.  The  difference  in  the  mode  of  weighing  the  different  lands 
of  grain  is  only  attributable  to  custom;  there  is  never  less  deducted  m the  case  of  oats 
than  seven  pounds  for  the  empty  sack.  . . . „ 

2862.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  of  the  mode  of  weighing  at  the  private  scales  ot 
the  merchants ? — No;  I have  not. 

2863.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  such  as  I have  described  to  the  last 
witness  ? — I would. 

Peter  Slevin  examined. 

2864.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— I buy  corn  largely  in  this  market,  wheat  and  barley.  I 
buy  for  a gentleman  in  Dublin,  and  I weigh  it  in  my  own  stores. 

2865  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  ? — I weigh  wheat  with  standing  beam,  and  seven 
pounds’ is  the  smallest  weight  used;  I weigh  barley  standing  beam,  and  use  no  smaller 
weight  than  four  pounds;  I deduct  four  pounds  beamage  on  wheat;  I do  not  buy  any 
oats°;  I tare  the  empty  sack  in  weighing  wheat ; and  deduct  seven  pounds  for  the  weight 
of  the  sack,  in  all  cases,  in  weighing  barley.  g g 


214. 

Edward  Pine. 


215 

Peter  Slevin. 
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Peter  Slevin. 


216. 

Daniel  Hockter. 


217. 

John  Hanley,  esq. 
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2866.  Would  it  not  be  better,  in  all  cases,  to  weigh  corn  at  standing  beam,  using  one 
pound  as  the  smallest  weight,  and  make  no  deductions  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn, 
except  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack?— It  would  ; but  I think  it  would  be  difficult 
to  get  the  farmer  to  bring  in  his  corn  sufficiently  clean  to  allow  of  beamage  being  abolished  ; 
we  deduct  the  beamage  on  account  of  the  dirt  in  the  corn. 

2867.  If  the  corn  was  discovered  dirtier  than  the  sample  would  you  not  cut  it,  and 
make  a further  deduction  ? — I would  ; and  perhaps  the  present  system  of  beamage  may 
make  the  farmer  careless  of  cleaning  his  corn. 

2S68.  Should  not  the  farmer  get  the  value  of  his  seven  pounds  of  corn,  which  he  may 
lose,  under  the  present  system  ?— If  the  system  you  propose  were  made  general  there 
could  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  buyer  or  seller. 

2869.  Do  you  pay  for  the  broken  pounds  of  corn  ? — I do,  even  for  a single  one.  If  the 
real  gross  weight  of  the  corn  was  twenty  stone  three  and  a-half  pounds,  1 would  pay  for 
twenty  stone,  knocking  off  only  three  and  a-half  pounds  for  beamage ; if  it  weighed  twenty 
stone  seven  pounds,  I would  pay  for  twenty  stone  three  pounds. 

2870.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — I would  ; and  I would  also  be  m 
favour  of  an  assimilation  of  tolls,  weights,  and  measures,  over  the  whole  country.  It 
would  also  be  much  better  if  a book  was  kept  by  the  weighmastcr,  showing  the  weight, 
average  price,  and  nature  of  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  market  in  the  year. 

Daniel  Hockter  examined. 

2871.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I live  in  this  town,  and  buy  a great  quantity  of  wheat, 
barley,  and  oats,  in  the  market,  which  I weigh  in  my  own  stores. 

2872.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  at  your  own  stores  ? — I weigh,  standing  beam, 
wheat  and  barley,  and  down  weight  weighing  oats.  In  large  draughts  of  corn  I use  four 
pounds  and  two  pounds,  as  the  lowest  weights,  according  to  the  weight  of  the  draught. 

I deduct  four  pounds  beamage  on  a barrel  of  wheat  and  barley,  and  tare  the  empty 
sack.  In  weighing  oats  I deduct  seven  pounds  for  the  weight  of  the  sack,  and  deduct  no 
beamage. 

2873.  Do  you  concur  with  the  former  witnesses  as  to  the  establishment  of  a general 
market  ? — Yes,  I would  approve  of  the  establishment  of  general  markets. 

2874.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  agricultural  produce,  in  all  cases,  standing 
beam,  using  one  pound  as  tbe  smallest  weight,  and  making  no  deduction  from  the  gross 
weight,  except  the  actual  tare  of  the  empty  sack  ? — I think  it  would  be  a much  better 
system  than  the  present,  and  could  not  be  objected  to  by  any  person.  I also  think  that 
an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the  country  would  be  a great  advantage. 
It  is  by  the  stone  they  generally  buy  oats  here  : I think  it  would  be  better,  in  all  cases,  to 
buy  corn  everywhere  by  the  stone  and  hundred-weight. 

John  Hanley,  esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners  of  Nenagh,  examined. 

2875.  Do  you  generally  concur  in  the  statements  of  the  witnesses  who  have  been  exa- 
mined ? — I do,  generally. 

2876.  Do  you  approve  of  the  establishment  of  general  markets,  such  as  I described  ?— I 
do.  I have'  heard  of  frauds  practised  upon  parties  weighing  at  the  merchants’  stores,  and 
I have  also  heard  that  they  had  not  proper  weights.  Under  any  circumstances,  I think 
the  practice  of  weighing  at  the  buyer’s  stores  is  objectionable,  as  affording  facilities  for 
fraud.  The  system  and  manner  in  which  the  weighing  is  conducted  at  present,  in  the 
public  scales,  is  also  objectionable. 

2877.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  with  regard  to  fairs  ? — I think  it  is  very  wrong 
to  hold  the  fairs  in  the  streets  of  a town.  1 know  myself  of  a man  being  severely  hurt  by 
the  cattle,  in  the  streets  of  Nenagh,  on  the  fair  day.  A proper  fair-green  ought  to  be 
established  in  return  for  the  tolls  derived  from  the  fairs.  I also  think  the  adoption  of 
your  suggestion,  that  smaller  tolls  should  be  charged  upon  all  cattle  entering  the  fair, 
instead  of  the  present  ones  upon  the  cattle  sold  leaving  the  fair,  would  be  a great  improve- 
ment ; and  it  would  get  rid  of  the  present  system  of  clearing  them  at  the  gap,  which  is 
most  objectionable.  A much  smaller  toll  would  pay  as  well,  and  no  oath  would  bo  admi- 
nistered. I think  the  patent  ought  to  be  produced,  as  I think  it  would  show  that  the 
proprietor  is  bound  to  supply  proper  accommodation ; and  I think  he  has  fairs  upon  days 
that  are  not  in  his  patent. 

2878.  When  was  the  patent  granted  ? — I think  it  came  from  Lord  Ormond ; but  I do  not 
know  the  exact  date  of  it. 

2879.  What  return  is  given  by  the  proprietor  for  the  tolls  he  receives  on  the  fair  days? 

TST0ne  whatsoever.  I have  heard  it  stated  that  the  tolls  upon  the  toll- board  are  higher 

than  those  actually  charged ; but  the  men  collecting  can  charge  what  is  upon  the  board, 
as  long  as  it  remains  unaltered.  I have  heard  that  they  do  so.  The  men  collecting  the 
small  tolls  search,  I have  been  told,  the  farmers’  wives  coming  into  the  town  in  a most  im- 
proper manner,  in  order  to  discover  if  there  are  any  small  articles  concealed  under  their 
clothes.  Their  baskets,  I have  heard,  are  sometimes  taken  from  them  for  a halfpenny  toll. 
I do  not,  however,  believe  that  those  things  are  practised  much  since  Major  Dundas 
became  lessee  of  the  tolls. 
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O'Brien  Dillon,  esq.,  examined. 

2880.  You  have  heard  the  statements  and  suggestions  made  by  the  witnesses,  do  you 
concur  generally  in  them,  and  can  you  suggest  any  thing  further  for  the  improvement  of 
the  fairs  and  markets  ? — I do  concur  generally  in  the  suggestions  and  statements.  I think 
a general  market,  of  the  nature  you  described,  under  a sworn  weighmaster,  would  be  a very 
great  improvement  upon  the  present  one ; thus  proper  statistics  of  the  markets  in  Ireland 
could  be  every  year  given  to  Government.  The  present  mismanagement  of  the  market 
and  fairs  has  injured  this  town  already.  I think  the  tolls  ought  to  be  charged  upon  all 
cattle  going  into  the  fairs.  I should  also  approve  of  weighing  at  standing  beam  with  a one- 
pound  weight,  and  making  no  other  deduction  than  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack. 
There  is  no  weigh-bridge  in  the  town,  and  one  is  much  required. 

2881.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  of  frauds  being  practised  in  the  merchants 
stores  ? — 1 have,  very  often.  There  are  many  frauds  practised,  I believe,  in  the  butter 
market.  I quite  agree  in  every  thing  that  Mr.  Hanley,  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners, said. 

Thomas  Uniacke  examined. 

2882.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  this 
district.  I often  discover  frauds  committed  by  parties  using  false  weights.  I have  found 
as  much  as  four  pounds  deficiency  in  every  half-hundred-weight.  1 do  not  think  1 ever 
found  a wrong  weight  of  corn  returned,  or  deficient  weights  in  a merchant’s  stores  arising 
from  fraud,  but  always  through  mistakes  or  neglect.  It  is  my  duty  only  to  see  that  the 
weights  used  are  right  and  proper  ones,  and  not  to  see  if  articles  are  properly  weighed. 


NENAGH. 

10(7t  November,  1852. 


O’Brien  Dillon,  esq.. 
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Thomas  Uniacke. 


Rev.  Mr.  Mac  Mahon,  Curate  to  Roman  Catholic  Bishop,  examined. 

2883.  Do  you  wish  to  make  any  observation? — I have  been  directed  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop  of  this  place  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  mode  in 
which  oaths  are  taken  at  the  fairs,  as  he  considers  the  practice  has  a tendency  to  lower 
the  obligation  of  an  oath. 

2884.  You  are  of  opinion  it  makes  the  people  think  lightly  of  taking  an  oath  ? — I do  not 
think  it  is  so  much  injurious  to  the  people  who  take  the  oaths,  as  to  the  persons  who 
administer  them,  under  the  present  system.  I also  think  the  forestalling  that  takes  place 
in  this  town  is  very  objectionable;  and  if  it  could  be  prevented  by  any  law,  such  would  be 
a great  relief  to  the  poor  people. 

Rebecca  Moore  examined. 


220. 

Eev.Mr.  MacMahon. 
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Rebecca  Moore. 


2885.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I endeavour  to  earn  a livelihood  by  selling  apples 
about  the  town. 

2886.  Have  you  any  information  to  give  to  us? — Yes;  I have  to  complain  that  I am 
charged  2d.  for  carrying  a basket  of  apples  on  my  arm,  on  every  Thursday  and  fair-day ; 
and  it  is  a great  hardship  to  pay  2d.  for  a basket  of  apples,  which  is  never  worth  more 
than  2s.  6d. 


J.  Kilkelly,  esq.,  examined. 

2887.  Do  you  wish  to  make  any  observation? — Yes;  I have  to  state  that  complaints 
are  made  of  the  indecent  manner  in  which  women,  coming  into  the  town,  are  searched  and 
handled  by  the  collectors  of  small  tolls,  in  order  to  discover  if  they  have  butter,  eggs, 
or  any  other  small  article  liable  to  tolls  concealed  under  their  clothes,  or  about  their 
persons. 

James  Hekin  examined. 
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J.  Kilkelly,  esq. 


223. 

James  Hekin. 


2888.  What  is  vour  occupation  ? — I collect  tolls  in  Nenagh. 

288!).  How  do  you  know  what  tolls  to  collect  ? — I do  not  go  quite  as  high  as  the  toll- 
board. 

2890.  Have  you  any  list  of  tolls  by  which  you  go  exactly? — No;  I recollect  what  to 
charge.  I never  charge  anything  that  is  not  on  the  toll-board. 

2891.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  searching  women  coming  into  the  market  ? — No,  I have 
not  done  so  this  long  time  ; not  these  six  months.  It  is  not  the  custom  at  present. 

2892.  Can  you  say  that  the  other  collectors  do  not  search  the  women  coming  into  the 
town  at  the  present  time  ? — I cannot  say  whether  they  are  searched  by  the  other  collectors 
or  not ; I can  only  speak  for  myself. 

2893.  What  toll  do  you  charge  to  women  carrying  baskets? — I charge  Id.  for  a basket 
of  turf,  and  \d.  for  small  baskets  of  fruit  carried  by  women. 

2894.  Is  there  a charge  for  carrying  fruit  printed  upon  the  toll-board  ? — No;  they  are 
charged  under  the  head  of  hawkers,  which  is  upon  the  toll-board.  There  is  no  other  article 
charged  for  which  is  not  upon  the  board. 


Body  Clifford  examined. 

2895.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I collect  customs  at  the  fares,  and  on  market-days. 

2896.  According  to  what  do  you  collect  them  ? — I collect  them  by  the  board. 

2897.  Are  all  the  boards  the  same  ? — I do  not  know ; I do  not  collect  all  the  tolls.  I 
do  not  know  how  to  collect  some  of  the  tolls. 
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Daniel  Kennedy. 
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James  Hekin. 
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2898.  Do  you  ever  search  any  of  the  women  coming  into  the  town  ? — No,  I do  not. 

2899.  Do  you  ever  charge  any  toll  not  upon  the  board  ? — No,  I do  not. 

2900.  Do  you  ever  charge  toll  upon  a goat  or  ass  ? — Never.  I do  not  charge  as  much 
as  is  on  the  board.  I do  not  strictly  keep  to  the  full  sum  that  might  be  charged.  I have 
not  a correct  list  to  go  by  to  charge  them.  Ilekin  does  not  collect  in  the  body  of  the 
market. 

2901.  How  do  you  keep  account  of  what  you  collect;  do  you  enter  what  you  receive 
in  any  book  ? — No,  I keep  no  book ; I put  what  I receive  in  my  pocket,  and  know  what  I 
receive  by  counting  it  afterwards.  I put  the  silver  in  one  pocket,  and  the  copper  in  the 
other,  and  have  no  money  of  my  own  to  mix  with  it. 

2902.  How  do  the  collectors  of  tolls  at  the  different  entrances  to  the  town  know  what 
to  charge  for  corn  coming  into  it  ? — They  charge  according  to  the  apparent  weight  of  the 
article  coming  in,  and  if  they  charge  too  much,  the  farmer  gets  it  back.  F or  instance,  if 
4 d.  is  charged  upon  a bag  of  corn  at  the  entrance  of  the  town,  for  toll,  it  is  afterwards 
weighed  in  the  market  scale,  and  the  farmer  is  asked  what  he  paid  at  the  gap,  and 
then,  if  he  paid  too  much,  a ticket  is  given  to  him,  and  the  difference  returned  to  him 
on  his  going  out  of  the  town  by  the  person  at  the  gap  who  had  charged  the  toll  in  the 
morning. 

Daniel  Kennedy  examined. 

2903.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  an  auctioneer,  and  reside  in  Nenagh. 

2904.  Do  you  wish  to  make  any  statement  to  us? — I wish  to  state  that  I know  of  poor 
persons  having  to  pay,  in  the  town,  on  a skillet,  a can,  and  pot,  of  the  value  of  about  4s., 
as  much  as  6d.  for  standing  in  the  town.  James  Hekin  was  the  person  who  charged  it  as 
tolls.  I had  six  sales  on  that  day,  for  which  1 paid  3s.  I will  produce  my  book.  There 
was  also  a hag  of  oats  taken  from  my  door  by  the  toll-collector.  [ Produces  his  book."] 
This  book  shows  6d.  was  charged  for  the  three  small  articles  I mentioned.  I will  swear 
that  my  book  is  correct.  Hekin  charged  6d.  upon  about  5s.  worth  of  articles  upon  the  last 
fair-day. 

2905.  How  does  the  hook  show  that  you  paid  these  tolls  ? — It  shows  only  what  I charged 
the  people  whose  property  I sold,  but  does  not  show  what  I paid ; but  I never  charge  more 
than  I pay.  The  last  day,  for  the  standing  of  10t7.  worth,  I was  charged  3 d. ; I could  swear 
all  these  charges  were  made. 

James  Hekin  re-examined. 

2906.  What  do  you  say  to  the  statements  of  the  last  witness  ? — On  last  Thursday 
Kennedy  called  upon  Major  Dundas  to  clear  a large  space  of  ground  for  the  sale  of  furni- 
ture whieh  he  had  to  seli ; the  charge  complained  of  was  made,  not  for  the  three  articles, 
but  for  a large  quantity  of  furniture.  1 did  not  charge  6 d.  for  a pot,  can,  and  skillet ; I 
could  charge  3d.  for  the  standing  for  his  own  goods. 

2907.  Twopence  seems  to  be  the  charge  upon  the  toll-board,  why  then  should  you  charge 
him  3d.? — If  2d.  is  the  charge  upon  the  board,  I believe  that  is  what  I charged  him. 

2908.  To  whom  do  you  account  for  what  you  receive  ? — To  Major  Dundas;  I keep  no 
book,  and  therefore  can  give  no  proof  but  my  word  of  how  much  I charged  him  ; I keep 
no  separate  pocket  for  Major  Dundas ; I never  have  any  money  of  my  own  ; 1 have  to  pay 
what  I collect  in  the  day  in  the  evening ; I get  for  collecting  the  tolls  2s.  6(7.  a day. 

29.09.  Could  you  state  exactly  what  you  charged  Kennedy  ? — I could  not ; I charged  him 
for  the  standing,  I should  say,  3d.  I have  a right  to  charge  him  separate  tolls  upon  the 
property  of  each  person,  whose  property  is  offered  for  sale. 

The  sergeant  of  Constabulary,  stationed  in  Nenagh,  stated,  that  he  saw  Hekin  search  a 
woman  for  butter  that  he  supposed  she  was  concealing  from  him,  to  avoid  the  toll  charge- 
able upon  it.  This  occcurred,  however,  before  Major  Dundas’s  time. 


Limerick,  November  11,  1852. 

Francis  Spaight,  esq.,  examined. 

2910.  I believe  you  are  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Limerick? — I am. 

2911.  Under  what  authority  is  the  market  at  Limerick  held  ? — It  was  formerly  held  under 
a grant  or  charter  to  the  Corporation  of  Limerick  ; but  there  has  been  a new  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment obtained,  which  I hold  in  my  hand,  under  which  it  is  now  authorized  to  be  held, 
although  not  yet  worked  under  it.  By  the  18th  or  19th  clause  of  this  Act,  the  market 
cannot  be  worked  under  the  new  Act  until  all  the  land  required  for  it  is  taken  ; I expect, 
however,  that  it  will  come  into  operation  about  the  1st  of  August  next.  The  principle  of 
the  Act  is  to  concentrate  all  the  markets  in  Limerick,  and  bring  them  under  the  control  of 
one  body. 

2912.  Will  the  present  potato-market  be  abolished? — No  ; the  Act  gives  another  potato- 
market,  but  we  will  keep  the  present  one  in  addition  to  the  one  to  beheld  under  the  Act; 
by  this  new  Act  all  the  agricultural  produce  must  be  sold  and  weighed  in  the  market,  and 
the  farmer  will  get  his  corn  correctly  weighed  in  a proper  market-place  in  return  for  the 
tolls  paid  by  him.  It  must  be  weighed  whether  bought  or  not,  and  must  pay  for  weighing. 
There  are  to  be  no  stores  in  the  market ; if  the  corn  is  not  sold  after  it  has  paid  for  weighing, 
and  if  it  is  brought  in  another  day,  it  will  be  charged  again.  The  system  of  weighing,  under 
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the  Act,  is  at  standing  beam  and  no  deduction  is  to  be  made  except  the  actual  weight  of  the 
empty  sack.  The  present  system,  abolished  by  the  new  Act,  is  six  pounds  beamage  on  oats 
and  barley,  and  seven  pounds  beamage  on  wheat ; down  weight  sometimes,  but  no  regular 
system. 

2913.  Do  you  not  consider  weighing  in  the  private  stores  of  the  merchants  objectionable  ? 
— I do. 

2914.  Do  you  not  think  that  there  ought  to  be  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures 
all  over  the  country  ? — I do. 

29 15.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  general  markets  in  every  town,  with  a properly  enclosed 
market-place,  a sufficient  and  efficient  staff,  and  under  the  supervision  of  a sworn  weigh- 
master,  in  which  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town  should  be  weighed  ? — I 
would ; it  is  the  same  system  as  our  new  Act  prescribes,  and  under  it  the  farmer  would  know 
what  he  was  getting. 

2916.  Would  you  not  approve  of  an  assimilation  of  tolls  over  the  whole  country? — I would; 

I would  fix  moderate  tolls,  and  have  a maximum  rate.  I think  the  assimilation  of  weights 
ought  to  extend  to  England  as  well  as  Ireland.  I do  not  consider  it  material  whether 
agricultural  produce  should  be  sold  by  the  barrel  or  stone ; by  the  stone  I should  think 
rather  preferable.  Under  the  new  Act  Government  will  be  able  to  ascertain  the  quantity 
of  all  the  corn  sold,  its  price,  amount,  and  description,  which  could  not  be  obtained  under 
the  old  system.  The  sale  of  butter  is  provided  for  in  the  new  Act;  there  is  a toll  to  be  levied 
under  it  for  butter,  which  includes  inspection  and  all  other  charges.  The  trustees  of  the 
market,  under  the  new  Act,  have  power  to  make  a bye-law  that  all  butter  should  be  sold  by 
weight.  Our  power  extends  to  only  one  mile  outside  the  borough  ; we  propose  to  have  a 
store  from  which  butter,  when  once  qualified  and  branded,  shall  not  be  taken  until  it  is 
shipped  by  porters,  who  shall  be  independent  of  the  buyer.  A large  income  ought  to  be 
derived  from  the  butter-market ; it  ought  to  be  much  larger  than  at  Belfast. 

29 1 7.  How  many  fairs  are  there  in  this  town  ? — There  are  fairs  held  twice  a-year  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  Limerick,  at  which  tolls  are  collected.  The  fair-green  is  not 
enclosed,  nor  is  it  sufficiently  large ; the  old  fair-green  has,  however,  been  taken  for  the 
Great  Munster  Fair.  By  our  new  Market  Act  every  thing  must  be  sold  and  weighed  in 
the  market;  that  is,  sold  within  a mile  of  the  borough,  which  is  the  limit  of  our  jurisdiction 
under  the  new  Bill ; no  corn  can  leave  the  market  after  it  is  sold,  without  weighing,  and 
paying  the  toll ; according  to  the  Act,  toll  cannot  be  charged  upon  corn  unless  it  is  sold. 

2918.  Do  you  not  think  that  there  ought  to  be  a law  passed,  that  no  proprietors  of  fairs 
should  levy  tolls  unless  they  provided  proper  accommodation,  such  as  a properly  enclosed 

fair-green  ? I think  it  would  be  only  fair  that  a proprietor  should  not  be  entitled  to  any 

tolls  unless  he  provides  proper  accommodation  to  the  public,  in  return  for  the  tolls  he 
receives,  and  that  the  tolls  should,  in  all  cases,  be  defined  by  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

2919.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a better  system  to  charge  a small  toll  upon  all 
cattle  entering  the  fairs,  instead  of  upon  those  that  are  sold  when  going  out  of  the  fair,  as 
at  present  ? — I think  it  would  be  much  better  to  charge  moderate  tolls  upon  all  going  into 
the  fair ; such  is  the  system  proposed  under  the  Act  authorizing  the  establishment  of  the 
Great  Munster  Fair,  which  will  come  into  operation  next  Spring.  The  proprietors  of  the 
Munster  fair  have  taken  the  old  fair-green  and  an  additional  quantity  of  land,  so  that  the 
Great  Munster  fair-green  will  be  about  eighteen  acres  in  extent,  and  all  tolls  chargeable 
by  the  Act  upon  cattle,  are  chargeable  upon  them  entering  the  fair,  and  not  on  their 
leaving  it.  It  is  most  desirable  that  all  markets  should  be  put  upon  the  same  system  of 
weighing,  and  that  all  corn  should  be  weighed  standing  beam,  with  one  pound-weight,  and 
that  no  deduction  should  be  made  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn,  but  the  actual  weight 
of  the  empty  sack.  Indeed,  unless  a general  Act  is  passed,  making  the  provisions  of  the 
Limerick  Act  general  in  all  the  markets  in  Ireland,  the  Limerick  market  will,  in  my  opinion, 
at  any  rate  for  some  years,  suffer,  as  corn  sold  in  the  manner  directed  in  the  Limerick  Act 
will  appear  to  sell  at  a smaller  price  per  barrel  than  elsewhere,  and  the  farmers  will  prefer 
to  sell  where  they  appear  to  get  the  greatest  price. 

2920.  Do  you’  not  consider  that  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  private  stores  is  very 
objectionable  ? — I do;  I think  every  thing  sold  in  the  town  should  he  weighed  in  the 
public  scales,  which  prevents  an  open  for  fraud. 

2921.  Is  not  the  present  system  of  selling  butter  by  lump  very  objectionable?— Yes;  all 
butter  ought  to  be  sold  by  weight,  under  a sworn  inspector,  and  stored,  as  it  used  to  be, 
before  the  repeal  of  the  Butter  Act. 

Francis  John  O'Neil,  esq.,  examined. 

2922.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  treasurer  to  the  Corporation  of  Limerick. 

2923.  Do  you  concur  in  the  statements  of  Mr.  Spaight  ?— 1 do.  Oats  and  barley  in  this 
city  are  generally  bought  in  the  streets,  and  weighed  in  the  private  stores ; tolls  are  at 
present  charged  within  the  boundaries  of  the  borough.  In  the  potato-market  2 cl.  is  charged 
for  each  cart-load  brought  into  it,  and  1 d.  for  the  use  of  the  buckets.  These  buckets  hold 
fifteen  pounds,  water  measure,  which  is  a stone  of  potatoes  here,  but  the  farmers  generally 
heap  the  buckets  for  the  buyers.  With  respect  to  the  charges  upon  corn,  there  is  a charge 
made  by  the  merchants  of  2c l.  a barrel  on  wheat  at  their  stores  for  porterage ; formerly, 
the  wheat  used  to  be  carried  to  the  stores  by  porters  on  their  backs,  and  ever  since  a 
charge  for  porterage  has  been  made ; the  amount  charged  used  formerly  to  be  actually 
paid  to  the  porters  who  carried  the  wheat ; there  is  no  charge  of  this  nature  for  any  other 
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LIMERICK,  kind  of  grain.  Under  our  new  Act  this  charge,  as  well  as  deductions  for  beamage,  are 
Utft  November,  1852.  abolished. 

ZZZ  2924.  Do  you  think  the  system  of  weighing  at  the  merchants’  stores  is  very  objection- 

F J O’Neil  s able  ? — I do ; four  pounds  is  the  lowest  weight  used  in  weighing  in  nearly  all  the  stores 
iei,esq.  jierg)  by  which  the  farmer  may  lose  nearly  four  pounds  of  his  corn  on  each  draught,  and  he 
would  besides  lose  all  the  odd  pounds,  as  the  merchant  never  pays  for  the  broken  pounds 
after  he  has  made  all  the  usual  deductions.  At  present  a farmer  may  lose  on  a barrel  of 
wheat  seven  pounds  beamage ; four  pounds  from  using  down  weight,  and  no  less  a weight 
than  four  pounds,  tolls,  and  2£d.  porterage,  and  may  lose  all  the  odd  pounds  besides,  as 
they  are  never  paid  for  by  the  merchant.  On  oats  the  farmer  at  present  loses  six  pounds 
beamage,  and  as  it  is  weighed  down  weight,  and  four  pounds  is  the  smallest  weight  used, 
he  may  lose  ten  pounds  of  oats  on  fourteen  stone,  besides  the  tolls  and  the  broken  pounds ; 
and  he  is  charged  the  beamage  on  his  corn,  no  matter  how  clean  it  may  be,  and  it  it  is  at 
all  dirtier  than  the  sample,  he  is  liable  to  have  it  cut,  and  a further  deduction  made  in  the 
price.  If  the  provisions  of  the  new  Limerick  Act  are  not  made  general  over  the  country, 
a jobber  could  buy  with  advantage  at  Nenagh,  or  some  other  neighbouring  town,  where 
the  new  system  did  not  prevail,  and  sell  with  advantage  in  Limerick.  I think  the 
inducements  held  out  by  the  fair  dealing  that  will  exist  under  our  new  Act,  ought  to  bring 
farmers  to  sell  here  in  preference  to  those  other  towns;  at  the  same  time,  high  prices  used 
to  bring  to  where  they  exist,  and,  for  a time,  I am  sure  the  farmers  would  go  elsewhere  to 
sell,  where  the  prices  are  quoted  higher,  until  they  find  out  the  advantages  they  would 
receive  from  the  fairness  of  the  new  system. 

2925.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  present  system  of  selling  butter  ? — Since  the  repeal 
of  the  old  Butter  Act,  the  butter  market  has  not  been  satisfactorily  managed.  The  present 
system  does  not  work  well.  It  is  now  bought  by  the  lump,  the  farmer  gets  as  much  as  he 
can,  and  gives  as  little  value  as  he  can  in  return.  If  the  skeleton  of  the  old  act  were  taken 
and  applied  to  the  altered  state  of  the  country,  it  would  be  a very  good  measure.  A firkin 
may  be  made  by  the  farmer  to  appear  of  1 Os.  more  value  than  it  really  is. 

2926.  Was  compensation  given  to  the  late  butter  weighmaster,  upon  the  repeal  of  the 
Butter  Act  ? — Yes ; the  present  butter  market  is  a private  one.  kept  by  the  son  of  the  weigh- 
master, who  received  compensation  on  the  repeal  of  the  act,  by  whom  the  quality  of  the 
butter  weighed  in  the  market  is  tried.  I would  prevent  the  alteration  of  brands  by  having 
all  butter,  after  it  has  been  inspected,  weighed  and  branded,  shipped  without  leaving  the 
stores,  placing  it  in  the  depot  to  the  account  of  each  buyer,  and  I would  have  it  loaded 
and  shipped  by  the  market  porters.  The  butter  should  be  properly  branded,  and  any  alter- 
ation of  the  brand  prevented,  by  a heavy  penalty.  The  new  Market  Act  only  takes  effect 
within  one  mile  of  this  borough  ; the  limits  are  too  small,  as  parties  could  go  outside  them 
and  set  up  stores,  and  buy  to  the  injury  of  the  market  in  this  town. 

2927.  Would  it  not  be  a better  way  to  give  a power  of  extending  the  limits  of  the  market 
on  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  some  other  person  authorized  by  him 
to  extend  the  market,  upon  a proper  case  for  it  being  made  out  ? — I think  that  would  be  a 
better  mode  of  preventing  the  system  I was  speaking  of  being  carried  on,  as  much  would 
depend  upon  the  size  of  each  town,  and  therefore,  under  a general  act,  no  limits  could  pro- 
perly be  defined. 

2928.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  as  to  the  management  of  the  fairs  ? — There  are 
four  fairs  held  near  this  town,  but  they  are  not  very  good  ones;  I think  the  larger  the  town 
the  worse  its  fair  generally  is.  As  a general  rule,  I think  a proprietor  receiving  the  tolls  of  a 
fair  should  provide  a fair-green  and  proper  accommodation  in  return.  I think  the  farmer 
would  rather  pay  a small  toll  on  entering  the  fair,  and  get  proper  accommodation,  than  pay 
a larger  one  only  if  his  cattle  were  sold  under  the  present  system,  and  get  no  accommoda- 
tion. If  the  proprietor  were  to  get  only  one-half  the  present  toll,  upon  all  the  cattle  enter- 
ing the  fair,  he  would,  I believe,  receive  more  money  than  he  does  at  present,  and  the  swear- 
ing at  the  gap  would  be  got  rid  of. 

2929.  Do  you  think  any  person  coming  into  the  market  to  sell  could  be  so  poor  as  not 
to  be  able  to  pay  a small  toll  entering  it  ? — No  ; if  the  tolls  were  confined  to  cattle,  pigs, 
and  horses,  and  such  like.  I wish  to  observe,  that  by  the  new  Limerick  Market  Act,  all 
foreign  corn  shall  be  measured  or  weighed  on  the  requisition  of  the  buyer  or  seller.  It  is 
not  measured  or  weighed  on  board  ship,  unless  upon  the  requisition  of  the  buyer  or  seller. 
Sworn  meters  ought  to  be  employed  in  every  instance.  I think  a clause  ought  also  to  bo 
inserted  in  any  general  act,  enabling  parties  with  private  market  bills  (if  so  inclined)  to  put 
themselves  under  it. 

2930.  Have  you  any  other  suggestions  to  offer  ? — I will  send  you  my  views  in  writing, 
which  will  supply  any  omission  I may  have  made  in  my  verbal  evidence. 

[The  following  accordingly  was  transmitted  to  the  Commissioners  by  Mr.  O'Neil.'] 

The  mode  of  weighing,  the  several  deductions  made,  (according  to  custom)  which  pre- 
vail almost  universally  to  a greater  or  lesser  extent  through  Ireland,  exist  in  Limerick. 

Local  legislation  (See  Act,  15  Vic.,  cap.  104),  aims  at  the  abolition  of  these  abuses. 
This,  however,  being  a local  Act,  does  not  sufficiently  effect  the  object. 

It  generally  happens  that  to  all  local  bills,  whether  the  object  sought  be  for  the  general 
good  alone,  or  for  local  improvement  ancillary  to  it,  there  exist  or  arise  local  and  personal 
objections,  and  to  avert  or  conciliate  this  opposition,  concessions  are  made  to  propitiate, 
and  alterations  to  satisfy,  that  eventuate  in  the  production  of  an  insufficient  measure. 

This  result  has  arisen  in  the  Act  referred  to,  to  an  extent  that,  (although  it  may  not 
operate  to  defeat  the  main  object  of  reforming  the  markets  of  Limerick,  within  the  domain 
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of  its  influence)  will,  most  probably,  and  at  no  distant  day,  be  a temptation  to  traders  to 
set  up  and  buy  (irrespective  of  any  prohibition)  beyond  the  limited  area,  the  several  articles 
of  agricultural  produce  protected  by  the  Act. 

1 . The  Act  has  no  operation  one  mile  beyond  the  borough  boundaries ; in  this  it  is 
defective. 

2.  The  Act  abolishes  all  deductions  on  corn,  grain,  pulses,  and  seeds,  but  leaves  untouched 
pork,  butter,  hides,  and  every  other  agricultural  production  sold  by  weight ; and  in  these 
omissions  it  is  defective. 

3.  As  regards  butter,  a provision  is  made,  in  section  50,  for  its  imperative  inspection,  if 
brought,  for  sale  iu  it  kin  the  Limits  of  the  Act,  (viz.,  one  mile  outside  the  borough  boundary), 
but  this  is  likely  to  operate  as  a stimulus  to  that  very  system  so  condemned,  the  system  of 
“ lumping the  dealers  in  the  article  need  only  establish  a market  a few  yards  beyond  the 
limit,  and  continue  there  to  buy,  by  hand,  every  firkin  of  butter  they  can ; therefore,  here, 
the  Act  is  insufficient. 

It  may  be  questioned,  also,  whether  the  same  system  of  catching,  as  it  were,  the  supplies 
approaching  the  market  o t Limerick,  may  not  be  adopted  with  every  other  article,  and  this 
brings  on  the  consideration  ofthe  necessity  that  exists  for  general  legislation  on  the  subject. 
To  a certain  extent,  the  “Limerick  Market  Bill’'  provides  a remedy  for  the  abuses  so  long 
complained  of  by  the  fair  trader ; but  nothing  save  legislative  enactment  for  all  Ireland 
can  do  so  effectually. 

There  is  scarce  an  article  of  agricultural  produce  that  has  not  to  undergo  some  impost  or 
some  deduction — grain  of  all  kinds,  without  exception. 

1st.  Wheat,  twenty  stone  seven  pounds  brought  in  by  the  farmer,  returns  but  twenty 
stone,  the  beamage  being  seven  pounds  per  barrel ; and  there  is  also  a deduction  from  the 
amount  of  its  value  of  2 \d.  per  barrel  for  porterage. 

2nd.  Oats,  fourteen  stone  six  pounds  brought  in  by  the  farmer,  returns  but  fourteen  stone, 
the  beamage  being  six  pounds  per  barrel. 

3rd.  Barley,  sixteen  stone  six  pounds,  but  sixteen  stone. 

4th.  Beans,  twenty  stone  seven  pounds,  but  twenty  stone. 

5th.  Rape  seed,  sixteen  stone  six  pounds,  but  sixteen  stone. 

Pork,  on  each  pig,  on  an  average  an  allowance  of  seven  pounds. 

Butter,  five  pounds  to  six  pounds  per  firkin  ; the  weight  of  the  firkin  of  butter,  or  rather 
of  the  butter  in  the  firkin  being  from  sixty-four  to  seventy-two  pounds. 

The  several  other  articles  not  enumerated  here  are  subject  each  to  its  own  deduction ; in 
fact,  there  is  not  a hide  or  skin  bought  by  weight  that  is  not  subject  to  it. 

Now  it  is  obvious,  that  if  Limerick  market  be  partially  free  from  these  abuses,  and  that 
they  are  suffered  to  exist  in  the  several  market  towns  that  are  tributary  to  it,  there  will  be 
established  an  encouragement  to  persevere  in  a mode  of  dealing  so  destructive  to  the  public 
weal ; nay,  were  it  so,  that  Limerick  were  by  its  local  Act  wholly  free,  as  it  ought  to  be,  from 
any  abuse  whatsoever,  it  would  but  become  a “ depot  market  ” for  jobbers  in  the  district. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  long  existence  of  the  deductions  and  imposts  on  agricultural 
produce  in  the  several  markets,  how  frequently,  yet,  how  inefficiently  local  enactments  have 
been  obtained  to  regulate  them,  and  how  fruitlessly  the  several  statutes  against  fraud  have 
been  brought  to  bear  to  abolish  them  ; it  is  manifest,  now,  that  one  comprehensive  Act  of  the 
legislature  ought  to  be  passed  to  abolish  all  deductions  from  the  true  weight  of  every 
article  sold  in  the  several  markets  of  Ireland. 

To  establish  such  markets,  in  every  city,  town,  and  village  in  Ireland,  as  will  give  proper 
security  for  the  due  operation  of  the  law.  To  adopt  such  a scale  of  market  tolls  as  will  be 
neither  oppressive  to  the  producer  on  the  one  hand,  nor  inefficient  for  working  the  markets 
on  the  other;  bearing  in  mind,  that  the  larger  markets  can  be  managed  at  a smaller  “pro 
rata”  charge,  than  those  where  the  quantity  received  is  limited  in  extent. 

To  amplify  and  extend  the  insufficient  powers  of  such  markets  as  are  established  by  local 
Acts,  so  that  they  shall  participate  to  the  full  in  the  general  legislation ; but  in  an  object  of 
so  much  importance  to  the  agricultural,  the  trading,  and  commercial  interests  of  Ireland, 
to  allow  no  vested  rights — for  which  compensation  is.  as  a matter  of  right,  always  granted — 
or  individual  interests,  which  can  never  be  either  satisfied  or  compensated,  to  stand  in  the 
way  of  a General  Act  to  regulate  the  markets  of  Ireland. 

P.S. — It  may  be  very  advisable,  in  compiling  any  general  Act  for  regulating  the  agricul- 
tural markets,  to  introduce  the  establishment  of  sworn  weighers  in  every  seaport  town,  to 
regulate  the  weight  of  such  articles  as  pass  from  the  seller  to  the  consumer  from  on  ship 
board. 

Butter  brought  in  by  the  farmers  in  firkins  is  sold  principally  by  lump — as  it  is  termed 
— that  is  to  say,  at  a rate  agreed  upon  by  bargaining  for  each  cask.  In  the  purchase, 
regard  is,  of  course,  had  to  the  probable  weight,  to  the  quality — as  far  as  it  can  be  ascer- 
tained by  boring — and  to  the  locality  and  make  of  the  butter ; but  the  interest  of  the 
seller  being,  obviously,  to  have  the  most  money  attainable  for  each  package,  it  too  often 
occurs  that  neither  the  weight  nor  the  quality  are  truly  what  they  appear;  so  that  under 
this  system  of  dealing,  there  is  a constant  and  unseemly  struggle  between  the  buyer  and 
the  seller,  to  outwit  each  other. 

This  system  has  gradually  lessened  the  character  of  the  butter  of  Limerick,  and  is  likely, 
if  persevered  in,  to  direct  the  produce  of  the  district  to  other  markets,  particularly  to  Cork, 
where  sounder  policy  guides  the  transactions  in  this  important  article  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce. Already  several  of  the  large  dairy  farmers  go  to  Cork  with  their  butter,  in  prefer- 
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ence  to  tlie  risk  they  suppose  they  would  incur  in  Limerick ; and  in  the  manufacture  of 
the  butter  designed  for  Cork  they  take  more  pains  than  in  preparing  such  as  they  bring 
to  the  market  here. 

. There  is  a private  market  and  weigh-house,  at  which  butter  is  qualified  and  branded,  but 
not  more  than  one-eighth  part  of  the  butter  sold  in  the  market  passes  through  inspection, 
or  through  this  market. 

The  character  of  the  inspection  of  this  market  cannot  be  an  undoubted  guarantee  to 
purchasers  ; it  may  be  looked  upon  as  some  better  security  than  the  capricious  or  unscrupu- 
lous qualification  of  the  buyers;  but  being  under  control  of  no  local  committee,  like  the 
weigh-house  in  Cork,  and  existing  only,  as  it  were,  on  sufferance,  it  is  not  to  bo  expected 
that  the  same  rigid  principle  can  guide  it,  as  ought  to  direct  any  such  establishment  for 
testing  the  quality,  and  fixing  the  value,  of  any  article  of  such  importance. 

It  may  be  doubted  whether  the  same  rigid  inspection  will  be  applied  to  the  produce  of 
a large  dairy,  from  whence  forty  to  fifty  casks  may  come  into  that  market  in  one  day,  as 
to  the  single  cask  of  a cottier  farmer.  When  it  is  optional  with  the  farmers  to  come  there 
at  all,  it  is  not  straining  probabilities  to  calculate  that  the  leaning  beam  will  be  to  induce 
them  to  come,  by  giving  encouraging  inspection ; but  at  the  same  time,  it  is  to  be  borne 
in  mind,  that  the  buyers  also  will  require  an  inducement  to  frequent  the  market ; so  that  in 
such  a market  there  must  be  always  a great  doubt  of  perfect  impartiality.  Any  market 
pretending  to  equal  and  impartial  justice  ought  to  be  wholly  free  from  those  influences. 
It  seems  impossible  to  have  it  so  by  any  local  arrangement ; it  can  only  be  so  by  general 
legislative  enactment ; nor  is  it  likely  that  any  local  arrangement  amongst  the  buyers,  nor 
even  a local  Act  of  Parliament,  can  effectually  do  away  with  the  system  of  lumping  butter. 

The  deductions  from  the  weight  of  butter,  when  pm-chased  by  weight,  should  be  entirely 
done  away  with.  These  are  equal  to  five  pounds  off  each  firkin,  whatever  be  its  weight, 
and  six  pounds  off  firkins  that  weigh  over  eighty-four  pounds,  viz. : — four  pounds  and  one 
pound  from  standing  beam  on  the  first,  and  five  pounds  and  one  pound  from  standing  beam 
on  the  second ; besides  6d.  per  firkin  weigh-house  charges.  W ere  the  entire  quantity  of 
butter  shipped  from  this  port  to  go  through  the  weigh-house,  the  actual  amount  in  deduc- 
tions from  the  real  weight,  would  be  equal  to  £13,125,  viz. : — five  pounds  in,  say,  84,000 
firkins,  equal  to  3.750  hundred-weight,  at  the  average  price  of  £3  10s.,  per  hundred-weight ; 
and  although  the  entire  quantity  is  not  weighed,  it  is  fair  to  presume,  that  in  the  system  of 
lumping  and  partial  weighing,  an  equal,  if  not  greater  amount  is  deducted  from  the  farmer. 
It  is  curious  to  observe,  that  notwithstanding  this  apparent  large  diminution  of  the  cost  of  the 
article,  the  butter  trade  is  not  a prosperous  one ; and  is  confined,  with  the  exception  of  two 
or  three  long-established  houses,  to  persons  who  possess  very  inconsiderable  capital.  The 
whole  system  is  a fallacy  in  commerce, — buying,  nominally,  112  pounds  for  £3  12.?.  and  really 
paying  but  £3  7s.  for  it; — buying  by  lump  at  the  risk  of  cheating  either  the  buyer  or  the 
seller,  and  competing  for  quantity,  frequently,  so  that  on  the  price-board  in  the  weigh- 
house  it  is  a constant  practice  to  have  a certain  price,  say,  £3  15s.  chalked  up  as  the  rate, 
while  2s.,  3s.,  and  often  4s.  over,  are  paid  per  hundred- weight. 

It  would  tend  to  the  establishment  of  a sound  trade  in  this  branch  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce, to  its  improvement  in  quality,  and  to  its  increase  in  quantity,  if  the  present  system, 
as  described,  were  wholly  exploded,  and  a general  Act  passed  to  regulate  the  butter  markets 
of  Ireland. 

The  Act  of  52  Geo.  III.,  c.  134,  regulated  the  making  up,  qualification,  and  weighing  of 
butter  so  effectively,  that  under  its  provisions,  and  during  its  operations,  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  butter  improved  extensively  in  Ireland.  When,  however,  this  improvement 
seemed  to  be  perfectly  established,  it  appeared  advisable  to  take  off  all  the  restrictions  the 
Act  imposed,  and  to  leave  the  manufacture,  the  packings,  and  the  qualification,  to  be 
regulated  by  the  public  themselves.  These  restrictions  have  been  removed  since  1829, 
and  from  the  date  of  their  removal,  the  complaints,  now  so  general  here,  and  in  many  other 
markets  in  Ireland,  began  to  have  foundation. 

Objections  may  be  reasonably  started  to  returning  to  any  general  restrictive  system  in 
the  other  articles  of  agricultural  produce,  that  can  scarcely  be  established  as  regards  butter ; 
— an  article  that  requires  such  care  in  manufacture,  of  such  indispensable  necessity,  may  well 
be  an  exception  to  any  general  rule. 

Referring  to  the  Act  repealed  in  1829,  we  find  that  public  weigh-houses,  public  factors, 
qualification,  and  branding,  were  established  ; that  the  casks  were  first  subjected  to  inspec- 
tion ; that  when  filled  they  could  not  be  sold  but  in  the  public  weigh-house ; that  in  short, 
the  whole  of  the  butter  exported  should  be  examined,  weighed,  qualified,  and  branded  in 
a public  weigh-house ; and  that  none  could  be  exported  until  after  having  undergone  such 
process.  To  a considerable  extent  these  Acts  had  the  desired  effect,  but  some  additions 
may  be  now  effectively  made. 

If  it  be  resolved  upon  to  have  a general  enactment  to  regulate  the  butter  trade,  it  might 
contain  the  following  provisions : — 

1.  To  abolish  all  deductions  of  beamage,  tret,  or  other  allowance,  whatsoever. 

2.  To  regulate  the  sale  by  the  hundred-weight  of  1 12  pounds ; the  parts  of  such  hundred- 
weight contained  in  a firkin  to  be  ascertained  by  weighing  only. 

3.  To  make  it  penal  (in  at  least  40s.),  to  buy  any  package  of  butter  of  more  than  four- 
teen pounds  weight,  by  lump. 

4.  To  regulate  the  soundness  and  weight  of  the  casks,  fixing  the  maximum  of  each  at 
sixteen  pounds ; no  firkin  of  butter  to  weigh  more  than  three  quarters  gross. 
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5.  To  provide  for,  and  punish  all  fraud  in  the  making-up. 

6.  To  provide  for  qualification  and  branding. 

7.  To  establish,  in  all  seaport  towns,  or  in  any  town  (as  Carlow,  Kilkenny,  &c.,)  from 
whence  butter  is  transmitted  for  export,  depots  for  its  custody  until  shipped  direct  from 
such  depots ; and  to  fix  a rate  (per  cask)  sufficient  to  cover  these  expenses,  and  yet  moderate 
enough  to  prevent  its  being  looked  upon  as  an  impost  on  agriculture. 

Thomas  O'Connor  examined. 

2931.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  weighmaster  in  the  potato  market. 

2932.  What  is  the  present  Bystem  of  weighing  in  that  market  ? — We  weigh  down  weight; 
four  pounds  is  the  smallest  weight  used.  There  is  no  beamage  deducted  in  weighing 
potatoes ; instead  of  it  we  allow  fifteen  pounds  to  the  stone.  The  scale  must  touch  the 
ground.  There  is  no  charge  except  2d.  a load  for  standing  in  the  market ; and  another  Id.  a 
load  is  sometimes  charged  for  the  use  of  buckets,  when  sold  in  smaller  quantities.  A ban-el 
of  potatoes  consists  of  forty-eight  stone.  I would  be  in  favour  of  using  a one  pound  weight, 
and  standing  beam,  and  making  no  deductions,  except  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty 
sack ; the  empty  sack  is  always  tared  here. 

John  Lane  examined. 

2933.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  inspector  of  butter  in  Limerick ; I am  not  em- 
ployed under  any  one;  I received  the  market  from  my  father;  I inspect  all  the  butter  sold 
in  my  market.  The  character  of  Limerick  butter  does  not  rank  high  in  London ; it  is 
generally  bought  here  by  lump.  The  buyers  generally  qualify  it  themselves,  and  ship  on 
their  own  responsibility ; some  obtain  a good  price  for  their  own  private  brand.  I think 
all  butter  ought  to  be  weighed  and  branded  by  the  inspector  of  butter.  The  butter  branded 
by  some  of  the  Limerick  merchants  ranks  as  high  as  any  other  in  London.  The  buyers 
prefer  buying  it  by  lump  to  sending  it  to  be  weighed  and  branded  in  the  market,  to  avoid 
the  tolls  charged  in  the  market.  Under  the  new  Act  I fear  the  best  class  of  merchants 
will  sometimes  go  to  the  limits  of  the  market,  and  purchase  butter  there  under  the  present 
system.  I think  all  butter  ought  to  be  shipped  upon  the  inspector’s  brand,  and  from  the 
depot,  in  which  it  should  be  stored  immediately  after  having  been  branded ; and  it  ought 
never  be  in  the  merchant’s  possession,  until  it  is  shipped. 

2934.  What  is  the  greatest  number  of  firkins  sold  and  weighed  in  your  market  in  one  day? 
— About  200  firkins ; and  about  1 0,000  firkins  is  the  number  weighed  in  the  year.  The  ground 
of  the  butter  market  belonged  to  the  Corporation.  Mr.  Vereker  built  upon  the  ground 
and  became  the  proprietor  of  the  butter  market;  when  Mr.  Vereker  got  compensation,  he 
was  required  to  keep  the  market  open.  Mr.  Vereker  got  £l,200  a year  compensation. 
The  lumping  system  prevails  to  a very  great  extent ; merchants  buy  largely  in  other  markets 
and  qualify  the  butter  themselves. 

2935.  How  many  inspectors  would  be  sufficient  to  qualify  and  brand  all  the  butter 
brought  into  this  town  tor  sale? — 1 think  two  inspectors  would  be  quite  enough;  five 
hundred  firkins  might  be  inspected  in  a day. 

2936.  What  are  your  charges  in  the  butter  market? — Two  pence  for  inspection,  and  one 
penny  for  weighing  and  branding ; it  could  be  also  coopered ; the  charge  for  cooperage  is,  I 
think,  3s.  9<A  for  forty  firkins. 

Thaddeus  Macdonnell,  esq.,  examined. 

2937.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Limerick  ; I trade  in  butter  and  corn;  I would  not  be 
in  favour  of  the  old  butter  act  being  renewed,  as  butter  that  will  answer  as  first  class  for 
one  market  may  not  suit  another  market,  and  therefore,  the  butter  ought  to  be  qualified 
for  the  market  to  which  it  is  to  be  exported.  The  changing  of  the  brand  does  not  cause 
much  fraud,  as  it  would  not  be  the  interest  of  the  buyer  to  lower  the  value  of  the  butter 
of  the  market  he  buys  in ; I do  not  approve  of  the  lumping  system  ; I would  have  an  inspector 
appointed,  and  all  butter  weighed  in  the  market,  but  I would  not  have  it  put  in  the  stores 
and  shipped  from  the  stores ; I would  oblige  all  butter  to  go  into  the  market,  and  be 
weighed  and  qualified  by  the  sworn  inspector,  but  would  then  allow  the  merchant  to  take 
it  to  his  own  store.  The  only  part  of  the  new  system  under  the  butter  act  to  which  I 
object  is  the  depot;  I would  not  allow  it  to  be  purchased  until  qualified  by  the  weigh- 
master ; I might  have  to  alter  the  brand  for  a particular  market,  as  what  is  first  in  one 
market  may  not  be  first  in  another.  I would  in  many  cases  put  my  own  brand  upon  it. 
I think  it  would  be  better  not  to  allow  the  butter  to  be  branded  by  the  inspector,  unless 
it  was  weighed  by  him  and  stored  in  the  depot,  and  shipped  from  it.  I would  have  the 
butter  weighed  and  inspected  by  the  inspector,  and  qualified  by  him,  and  the  quality 
marked  upon  it,  but  would  not  have  it  branded  in  a permanent  manner  at  first ; and  if  the 
merchant  then  chose  to  take  it  out  of  the  market  before  it  was  permanently  branded,  I 
would  allow  him  to  do  so,  but  in  such  case  I would  not  have  it  permanently  branded.  If 
it  was  once  permanently  branded,  I would  have  it  put  into  the  depot,  and  not  given  up  to 
the  merchant  or  his  men,  but  have  it  shipped  by  the  market  porters.  The  Limerick  butter 
has  not  as  high  a character  as  it  had  in  the  London  market ; there  is  4s.  or  5s.  difference 
between  Limerick  butter  and  that  coming  from  other  places.  The  merchants  who  would 
make  use  of  the  depot  would  be  persons  who  did  not  understand  their  trade.  I would 
sooner  depend  on  my  own  opinion  than  on  any  other  person’s.  I would,  therefore,  give 
parties  the  option  of  having  the  market  brand  affixed,  and  putting  it  into  the  depot  or  not, 
as  they  preferred.  If  all  butter  had  to  be  branded  and  shipped  upon  the  inspector’s  brand, 
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a person  knowing  nothing  of  the  butter  trade  would  have  the  advantage  of  the  inspector’s 
opinion,  and  a person  knowing  his  business  would  be  equally  bound  by  it,  if  the  depot 
was  compulsory ; and  this  I think  would  not  be  fair. 

2938.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  general  markets  in  the  different  market  towns  of 
Ireland,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  a sufficient  and  efficient  staff,  and  under  the 
supervision  of  a sworn  weighmaster,  in  which  all  the  produce  sold  in  that  town  should  bo 
sold  and  weighed  ? — I would ; and  I would  also  approve  of  an  assimilation  of  tolls,  weights, 
and  measures,  over  the  whole  country. 

2939.  Do  you  not  think  that  all  agricultural  produce,  over  the  whole  of  Ireland,  ought  to 
be  weighed  at  standing  beam,  with  one  pound  weight,  deducting  nothing  from  the  gross 
weight  of  the  draught,  except  the  empty  sack  ? — I think  it  ought. 

William  Carroll,  esq.,  examined. 

2940.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  secretary  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

3941.  Do  you  concur  generally  in  all  that  has  been  said  by  the  witnesses? — I do  ; I think 

all  agricultural  produce  ought  to  be  weighed  at  standing  beam,  with  as  small  a weight  as 
one  pound,  deducting  nothing  from  the  gross  weight,  except  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty 
sack.  I do  not,  however,  agree  with  a former  witness  in  thinking  that  any  injury  will 
result  to  Limerick  on  account  of  the  new  system  upon  which  the  markets  will  be  conducted 
under  our  new  Act ; as  farmers  will  send  their  produce  to  the  market  where  the  best 
system  prevails.  I am  convinced  they  will  soon  find  out  that  they  receive  more  for 
their  produce  here  than  in  other  places,  although  the  price  does  not  appear  so  high.  I 
have,  however,  no  particular  knowledge  of  the  corn  trade. 

2942.  Do  you  know  much  of  the  butter  trade? — I do;  under  the  new  Act  the  casks 
must  he  branded,  even  when  not  put  into  the  market ; I would  not  have  them  branded 
permanently  unless  the  merchant  agreed  to  store  them  in  the  depot.  'J  hree  pence  is  what 
is  to  be  charged  for  branding.  I do  not  think  there  is  any  intention  of  charging  for 
storage ; three  pence  is  the  charge  for  branding,  &c. 

2943.  Ought  not  all  agricultural  produce  to  be  weighed,  whether  sold  or  not  ? — Yes  ; 
it  is  all  to  be  weighed  under  the  new  Act ; I think  about  sixteen  sets  of  beams  and  scales 
will  be  sufficient  to  weigh  all  that  will  come  into  Limerick. 

John  Miles,  esq.,  examined. 

2944.  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  make  with  regard  to  the  system  of  conducting  the 
markets? — With  regard  totiie  proposal  of  weighing  corn  with  one  pound  weight,  I think 
such  would  cause  great  inconvenience  ; if  one  pound  is  used  at  standing  beam,  a slight 
defect  will  make  a great  difference  in  a beam,  and  even  in  new  beams,  no  two  will  be  found 
exactly  correct,  nor  weigh  exactly  alike.  I therefore  think,  using  a two  pound  weight  in- 
stead of  a one  pound,  will  prevent  a great  many  sacks  of  corn  being  sent  hack  to  the  market 
scales,  which  will  occur  if  one  pound  is  used,  and  they  are  afterwards  weighed  in  the  market 
scales ; I also  think  that  market  scales  should  he  very  constantly  inspected.  The  most 
important  thing,  however,  is  to  have  some  uniform  system  of  weighing ; I think  one 
pound,  however,  too  small  for  weighing  large  draughts  of  corn  and  other  agricultural 
produce. 

Robert  Rogers,  esq.,  examined. 

2945.  Can  you  give  us  any  information,  or  make  any  suggestions  concerning  the  manage- 
ment of  the  markets  of  Limerick  ? — I would  suggest  that  sworn  weighers  should  be  appointed 
between  the  captains  of  ships  and  the  buyers  of  coals  and  foreign  corn,  and  I would  make 
the  sellers  pay  the  man  so  employed ; he  should  pay  by  the  ton.  The  new  Act  provides  that 
foreign  corn  should  he  weighed,  if  required,  by  buyer  or  seller ; I would  have  it  weighed 
or  measured  by  sworn  officers  in  every  case,  as  it  is  the  interest  of  the  captain  to  make  the 
cargo  turn  out  as  large  as  possible,  to  increase  the  freight. 

Cornelius  Nash,  esq.,  examined. 

2946.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a merchant  of  this  city. 

2947.  Do  you  concur  generally  in  the  evidence  given  by  the  witnesses  ? — I do;  I should 
be  in  favour  of  general  markets,  such  as  you  describe,  as  I think  it  would  afford  a great 
public  good.  I deal  largely  in  butter ; 1 should  prefer  a sworn  inspector  to  be  appointed  ; 
I would,  however,  ship  from  my  own  stores.  I prefer  that  a sworn  inspector  should  inspect 
all  butter.  I would  think  it  the  best  plan  to  allow  every  one  to  ship  upon  his  own  brand 
if. he  chose;  I would  leave  it  optional  to  the  merchant  whether  he  would  ship  upon  the 
inspector’s  brand,  or  not.  I do  not  think  allowing  the  merchant  to  get  possession  of  the 
butter,  after  it  had  been  branded,  would  lead  to  many  frauds ; for  no  respectable  parties 
would  change  the.  brands  for  their  own  sakes.  I think  butter  ought  not  to  be  sold  by 
lump  ; I would  be  in  favour  of  weighing  all  agricultural  produce  with  one  pound  weight, 
at  standing  beam,  and  making  no  other  deduction  than  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty 
sack ; and  have  an  assimilation  of  tolls  and  weights  over  the  whole  of  Ireland.  I do  not 
see  any  object  in  allowing  beamage ; as  if  it  was  not  allowed,  the  merchant  would  not 
pay  so  much.  Some  of  what  corn  I buy  is  weighed  in  my  own  stores,  and  no  charge  is 
made  for  weighing  or  porterage  there.  I never  buy  butter  by  weight,  only  by  lump.  The 
fact  is,  we  (the  merchants)  are  always  trying  to  deceive  the  farmer,  and  the  farmer  to 
deceive  us.  The  lumping  system  is  a very  bad  one  : sometimes  in  the  centre  of  the  cask 
there  is  a quantity  of  pickle.  I do  not  think  that  soap  is  put  into  the  butter  in  any  case, 
or  any  thing  else.  They  put  in,  I believe,  sometimes,  anatto,  to  colour  it. 
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John  Chrisby,  esq.,  examined. 

2948.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  an  extensive  farmer. 

2949.  You  have  heard  the  statements  of  the  several  witnesses ; do  you  wish  to  add  any 
thing  to  them? — I generally  concur  in  what  they  stated  as  to  establishing  general  markets, 
in  which  every  thing  should  be  weighed  and  sold.  I think  all  agricultural  produce  should 
be  weighed  at  standing  beam,  with  one  pound  weight,  and  that  no  deduction  should  be 
made  from  the  gross  weight,  except  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sacks ; I also  think 
that  there  should  be  assimilation  of  tolls,  weights,  and  measures,  over  the  whole  country. 
The  mode  of  weighing,  and  the  system  under  the  new  Limerick  Act,  will,  in  my  opinion, 
injure  the  Limerick  market,  for  the  reasons  given  by  a former  witness,  unless  it  is  made 
general  in  every  market  in  Ireland. 

2950.  Do  you  not  think  that  no  proprietor  of  a market  or  fair  should  be  entitled  to  levy 
tolls  unless  he  provides  proper  accommodation  in  return  for  what  he  receives  ? — I do. 

2951.  Would  it  not  be  a better  system  than  the  one  usually  adopted  at  fairs,  to  charge 
a smaller  toll  upon  all  cattle  entering  the  fair,  instead  of  a toll  upon  them  going  out  ? — It 
would.  The  present  system,  making  drivers  of  cattle,  going  out  of  a fair,  touch  a piece  of 
paper  or  a board  to  clear  them,  is  most  objectionable ; and  I think  about  half  the  amount 
of  toll  that  is  now  charged  upon  cattle,  levied  upon  all  entering  the  fair,  would  produce 
as  much  income. 

2952.  How  is  bread  sold? — It  is  sold  by  the  loaf,  and  not  by  weight.  It  would  be 
better  to  have  it  sold  by  weight ; the  weight  ought  to  be  the  same  in  all  cases,  and  the 
price  regulated  by  the  price  and  quality  of  flour. 

Thomas  Scanlan,  esq.,  examined. 

2953.  Do  you  wish  to  make  any  suggestion  ? — I wish  to  state  that  all  turf  brought  into 
this  town,  is  bought  for  profit  by  the  forestaller,  and  is  retailed  on  the  same  day.  I would 
suggest  that  the  boatmen  should  sell  their  own  turf.  There  are  sworn  trustees  at  present. 

Robert  Aughur,  esq.,  examined. 

2954.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  the  secretary  of  the  great  Munster  fair  which  has 
been  lately  established  by  an  Act  of  Parliament ; we  have  got  all  the  ground  necessary  for 
it  in  our  possession.  The  provisions  of  the  Act  enable  us  to  make  a charge  upon  all  cattle 
entering  the  fair.  The  lowest  possible  tolls  will  be  charged.  We  can  raise  money  on 
debentures.  If  the  tolls  are  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest,  the  county  must  make  it  up; 
if  there  is  a surplus,  it  goes  to  the  agricultural  improvement  of  the  county.  There  are  about 
twenty-two  acres  taken  for  the  fair-green  ; the  tolls  are  regulated  in  the  schedule  to  the 
Act — it  reduces  them  from  the  tolls  at  present  charged  very  considerably.  The  trustees 
of  the  great  Munster  fair  have  it  in  contemplation  only  to  charge  nominal  tolls  for  the  first 
three  years.  This,  however,  is  not  yet  fully  decided  upon. 

Patrick  MacDonnell  examined. 

2955.  Have  you  any  information  to  give  with  respect  to  the  markets  of  this  town  ? — 
Yes ; I buy  pork  in  this  market ; six  pounds  is  the  beamage  upon  each  pig,  no  matter  what 
size  it  is.  This  beamage  used  to  be  allowed,  and  given  as  payment  to  the  workmen ; but 
at  present  goes  to  the  buyer. 


Charleville,  November  12,  1852. 

Edward  Fitzgerald  examined. 

2956.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — I live  in  Charleville. 

2957.  What  is  your  occupation? — I hold,  by  lease,  the  tolls  of  the  fairs  and  markets  of 

Charleville.  , 

2958.  When  was  this  market  established  ? — I do  not  know.  The  market-days  are  W ed- 

nesday  and  Saturday : the  owner  or  patentee  of  the  market  is  the  Earl  of  Cork.  I do  not 
exactly  hold  by  lease ; I have  an  agreement  for  a lease,  but  it  is  not  yet  executed.  I pay 
£42  per  annum.  „ 

2959.  What  are  the  tolls  charged  in  the  fairs  and  markets? — I will  give  you  a list  oi 

them.  I now  produce  the  toll-board ; all  the  toll-boards  are  the  same ; I charge  the 
market-tolls  only  upon  market-days,  and  only  charge  them  upon  what  is  sold ; and  I have 
never  heard  any  complaints  of  the  way  they  are  collected ; I know  myself  nothing  about  the 
tolls  charged.  . . . . 

2960.  Has  there  been  a weiglimaster  appointed ? — Yes;  Patrick  Cronin  is  the  weigh- 
master  of  the  market. 

Patrick  Cronin  examined. 

2961.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Charleville. 

2962.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a collector  of  tolls,  and  I am  employed  by 
Mr.  Fitzgerald,  the  lessee  of  the  tolls,  as  weiglimaster  of  the  market. 

2963.  Do  you  charge  tolls  only  upon  the  market  and  fair  days? — I charge  tolls  upon 
pigs  the  day  before  each  fair ; and,  except  in  that  case,  I do  not  charge  tolls  upon  any  days 
except  fair  and  market  days.  I charge  tolls  upon  pigs  the  day  before  the  regular  fair-days 
only,  for  the  convenience  of  the  buyers  and  sellers. 


LIMERICK, 

LI th  November,  1852. 

237. 

John  Chrisby,  esq. 


238. 

Thomas  Scanlan,  esq- 


239. 

Robt.  Aughur,  esq. 


240. 

Patk.  Macdonnell. 


CHARLEVILLE. 
12 th  November,  1852  . 

24L 

Edward  Fitzgerald. 


242. 

Patrick  Cronin. 
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ClIAliLEVILLE, 
l'Wi.  November,  1852. 

242. 

Patrick  Croniu. 


2964.  Are  the  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  seller  ? — By  the  buyer  on  fair-days,  and  by  the 
seller  on  market-days. 

2965.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ? — There  is  an  enclosed  market  for  pigs,  and  a 
market-house.  Every  thing  else  is  sold  in  the  street. 

2966.  Is  there  sufficient  accommodation  in  the  market  ? — Yes ; there  are  two  beams 
and  scales,  and  a weigh-bridge.  One  of  the  scales  is  for  corn,  the  other  for  potatoes. 

2967.  Is  all  corn  sold  charged  toll  whether  weighed  or  not  ? — All  corn  sold  in  the  manor 
is  charged  toll.  There  is  no  charge  for  weighing  on  market  days.  There  is  a charge  for 
weighing  potatoes  on  other  days. 

2968.  Is  the  weighmaster  sworn? — No. 

2969.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  tbe  town  weighed  ? — I cannot  say  that  there 
is  fully  sufficient  accommodation  for  weighing.  On  other  than  market-days  I charge  toll 
for  potatoes,  whether  weighed  or  not. 

2970.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  market  ? — I weigh  with  a cast  of  the  beam, 
and  a two  pound  weight ; from  every  bag  of  corn,  I deduct  eight  pounds  tret  or  beamago ; 
and  I generally  deduct  from  five  to  seven  pounds  for  the  weight  of  the  empty  sack, 
according  to  its  appearance ; but  if  required  by  the  seller,  I weigh  it,  and  deduct  only  its 
actual  weight ; I return  any  broken  pounds  under  seven  pounds,  and  they  are  paid  for  by 
the  buyer.  In  weighing  potatoes,  I weigh  with  a cast  of  the  beam ; potatoes  are  generally 
sold  by  the  weight ; a weight  consists  of  twenty-one  pounds ; there  is  one  pound  beamage 
deducted ; never  more  than  one  pound  weight  is  used  in  weighing  twenty-one  pounds. 
The  beamage  is  heavier  on  potatoes  than  on  corn ; I weigh  very  seldom  any  thing  else.  In 
corn,  there  is  two  pounds  beamage  on  about  four  stone. 

2971.  Do  you  keep  a book  in  which  you  enter  the  name  of  the  buyer  and  seller,  and  the 
nature  and  quantity  of  the  article  sold ; and  does  the  buyer  or  seller  receive  a copy  of  such 
entries  ? — I give  a docket  to  the  seller  which  contains  the  date  and  my  name.  The  weight 
is  given,  and  I might  put  the  amount.  I could  give  another  docket,  were  the  first  lost ; but 
I do  not  keep  a book  such  as  you  describe.  I could  give  no  statistics  of  what  is  sold  in  a year 
in  the  market. 

2972.  What  is  the  weight  of  a stone  of  corn  ? — Fourteen  pounds.  We  always  sell  corn 
by  the  stone ; a stone  is  always  fourteen  pounds,  and  one  hundred- weight  is  one  hundred 
and  twelve  pounds.  We  always  weigh  feathers  by  the  pound,  and  weigh  no  wool  in  t.hia 
market.  The  principal  produce  of  this  part  of  the  country  is  oats. 

2973.  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  this  town? — Six  in  the  year ; and  tolls  are  charged 
upon  all  cattle  sold  when  leaving.  There  is  no  enclosed  fair-green ; the  fairs  are  held 
in  the  streets. 

2974.  How  do  you  ascertain  whether  cattle  leaving  the  fair  are  sold  or  not  ? — The  man 
at  the  gap  asks  the  drivers  of  all  cattle  going  out  of  the  fair  whether  they  have  been  sold 
or  not ; if  they  should  say  not,  I generally  let  them  go  without  further  inquiry,  but  if  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  they  have  been  sold,  then  I bring  them  before  a magistrate, 
and  oblige  them  to  make  a declaration  that  the  cattle  have  not  been  sold.  I never  ask 
them  to  touch  a piece  of  paper,  or  any  thing  else,  to  clear  the  cattle  at  the  gap  of  the  fair. 

2975.  What  value  does  the  proprietor  of  these  fairs  give  to  the  public  in  return  for  the 
tolls  he  receives  ? — I cannot  say  that  he  gives  any. 

2976.  Do  you  ever  levy  toll  for  any  thing  not  marked  upon  the  toll-board  ? — There  is  a 
charge  made  for  turnips,  which  I do  not  see  upon  the  board  ; but  in  general,  we  do  not 
charge  the  whole  amount  we  are  entitled  to  charge  upon  the  various  articles  by  the  board, 
and  in  some  cases,  we  do  not  make  any  charge  upon  several  articles,  which,  by  the  toll- 
board,  are  liable  to  tolls. 

2977.  Are  not  the  tolls  charged  upon  the  board  Irish  currency  ? — The  tolls  are  in  Irish 
currency.  I collect  sometimes  without  making  any  deduction  for  the  charge  from  Irish  to 
English  currency.  A cart-load  of  potatoes  would  pay  tolls ; and  only  on  Saturday  would  I 
make  a charge  for  hawking  them  about  the  streets  afterwards. 

2978.  What  value  does  the  proprietor  give  the  public  in  return  for  the  tolls  of  the  market 
received  by  him? — Only  the  market-house  and  the  scales.  The  market-house  is  not  let  to 
any  one,  nor  any  part  of  it.  I have  four  men  employed  in  the  market  on  Saturdays ; on  the 
fair  days  there  are  more  employed.  I charge  for  corn  on  other  than  market-days  ; but  do  not 
charge  upon  those  days  except  it  is  weighed  ; the  charge  on  those  other  days  is  for  weighing; 
I charge  toll  on  the  market-days.  I charge,  as  tolls  upon  corn,  6 d.  in  the  pound  upon  what  it 
is  sold  for  on  market-days;  on  other  than  market-days,  there  is  only  charged  1 d.  per 
hundred-weight  for  weighing,  and  no  charge  for  tolls ; for  instance,  if  a load  of  corn  were 
sold  upon  the  market-day  for  £5,  I would  receive  as  tolls  2s.  6d.,  and  for  eighty  stone  of 
corn  sold  on  other  days,  I would  receive  10 d.  for  weighing  it. 

2979.  What  is  the  gross  amount  of  tolls  in  the  year? — About  £112.  The  poor-rate 
valuation  for  the  fairs  and  markets  is  £58  1 Os. 

2980.  Do  you  charge  any  toll  for  potatoes  ? — 1 charge  4 d.  a load  upon  every  day,  which 
includes  weighing ; such  is  not  exactly  in  accordance  with  the  toll-board,  which  states  the 
charge  is  only  to  be  made  on  market-days.  I could  not,  however,  afford  to  keep  a man  to 
weigh  the  potatoes  unless  I was  paid  on  their  being  weighed  ; the  charge  upon  all  the  days 
except  market-days  is  for  weighing ; I charge  \d.  for  weighing  two  weights  of  potatoes,  of 
twenty-one  pounds  each;  and  for  six,  or  even  twelve  weights,  I would  only  charge  \d. ; 
I would  not  charge  for  one  weight  of  potatoes ; potatoes  are  weighed  with  cast  of  beam ; 
the  scale  need  not  touch  the  ground ; two  pounds  is  the  lowest  weight  used ; I deduct  two 
pounds  beamage  and  two  pounds  tret;  I generally  deduct  five  or  seven  pounds  for  the 
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weight  of  the  empty  sack ; if  the  buyer  or  seller  prefer  it,  I tare  the  sack,  and  deduct  its  CHARLEVTLLK, 
exact  weight ; fifteen  pounds  would  be  the  beamage  for  twenty  stones  of  potatoes ; I do  November,  1852. 
not  charge  spade-handles  as  high  as  I am  entitled  by  the  toll-board ; the  toll-board  before  g42. 

you  is  an  exact  copy  of  a very  old  one.  , Patrick  Cronin. 

2981.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  the  tolls  really  charged  printed  upon  the  toll- 
board,  so  that  the  collector  and  the  person  who  had  to  pay  would  know  what  was  to  be 

paid  ? I think  it  would  be  much  better.  Fowls  pay  tolls  only  if  exposed  for  sale  in  a 

cart,  on  market  or  fair  days. 

2982.  How  do  you  charge  the  tolls  upon  pigs,  which  are  sold  from  carts  standing  in 
the  market? — If  the  tolls,  or  custom,  of  the  pigs  sold  exceed  the  charge  for  the  cart, the 
cart  is  not  charged  any  custom.  The  buyer  does  not  pay  tolls  upon  market-days  on  pigs ; 
therefore  they  cannot  be  charged,  in  any  shape,  more  than  one  toll  in  one  market-day ; 
the  charge  for  them  in  carts  is  made  for  the  standing  of  the  carts ; I only  charge  for  the 
standing  of  the  cart,  in  case  the  pigs  are  not  sold. 

Daniel  Clancy,  esq.,  j.p.,  examined. 

2983.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  this  toiVn. 

2984  Do  you  concur  generally  in  the  statements  of  the  witnesses . I do.  I am  oi 
opinion  that  there  is  no  value  given  by  the  proprietor  of  the  fairs  and  markets  held  in  this 
town  for  the  tolls  he  receives.  An  enclosed  fair-green  ought  to  be  provided  by  him ; 1 
had  to  shut  up  my  windows  yesterday,  to  avoid  the  stench  arising  from  the  pigs  m the 
street  as  there  is  no  fair-green;  and  the  fairs  are  therefore  held  in  the  streets  of  this  town. 

The  fairs  being  held  there  amounts  to  a positive  nuisance,  and  the  thoroughfare  some- 
times is  wholly  interrupted.  No  proprietor  ought  to  be  allowed  to  receive  the  tolls  of  a 

fair  or  market,  unless  he  provides  proper  accommodation.  . 

2985.  Would  you  not  think  it  better  to  charge  a smaller  toll  upon  all  cattle  entering 
a fair  instead  of  the  present  mode  of  collecting  it  only  upon  all  cattle  sold  when  leaving 
the  fair?— I would;  such  is  the  system  of  collection  at  Cahirmee  fair,  in  the  county  ol 
Cork.  I am  sure  the  farmer  would  prefer  it;  and  the  proprietor  could  collect  his  tolls 
with  less  expense  and  annoyance.  , , . 

2986  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  a 
sufficient  and  efficient  staff,  in  which  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town  should 
be  sold  and  weighed,  under  the  supervision  of  a sworn  weighmaster ? I would;  and  1 
think  all  agricultural  produce  ought  to  be  weighed  at  standing  beam,  using  as  low  a weight 
as  one  pound;  and  that  nothing  should  be  deducted  from  the  gross  weight  but  the 
actual  weight  of  the  empty  each.  I think  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures,  and 
also  of  tolls,  all  over  Ireland,  would  be  a very  great  improvement.  On  potatoes  here  there 
is  a deduction  of  one  pound  to  a weight,  consisting  of  twenty  one-pounds.  I will  send 
you  a correct  copy  of  the  toll-board.  [ The  following  is  tie  list  of  tolls  furnished  hj  the 
witness] — 

A Schedule  of  Tolls  and  OuSTOHS  payable  in  the  Town  and  Mine,  of  Chaeleviele,  on  Maiee,  and 
Fair  Days  to  tlic  Right  Honourable  Edmond,  Earl  of  Cork  and  Orrery,  and  Baron  Boyle. 

Charleville,  May  1,  1852. 


Late  Irish  Currency. 


For  every  horse,  cow,  hull  or  bullock,  sold,  6 6 


yearling, 
sheep, 
lamb, 

P>g.  • 
slip,  . 

goat,  . . 

calf,  . 

calf  and  goat  skin, 
hide, 

car-load  of  skins  or  hides, 
hamper  of  lemons  or  oranges, 
car-load  of  apples, 
back-load,  do., 
bag . of  feathers  under  eight 
poui  ’ 


6* 


For  every  covered  pedlar’s  standing, 

„ small  standing  of  every  de- 
scription, . 

„ table  standing, 

„ broguemaker’s  standing, 

„ car  standing, 

„ meat  standing  outside'  the 
shambles,  . 

For  all  hatters’ standings, 

„ breechesmakers’  standings, 

For  every  hawker, 

u piece  of  flannel  6 d.  to  the  pound. 

6£  | For  potatoes,  per  load,  id. 


WEIGU-HOTJSE  FEES. 

2 For  every  bag  or  sack,  Id  for  10  stone 
64  on  week  days. 

64  For  every  bag  or  sack,  on  market-days 
4'  or’  fair-days,  6d  to  the  pound  of 
64  I money. 

I For  weighing  lumber  of  all  kinds, 

4 For.  every  quarter  of  any  meat, 

64  ! „ load  of  coal  under  ten  hun- 

dred-weight, 


„ pack  of  wool, 

„ car-load  of  timber  ware, 

„ hack-load,  do., 

„ . car-load  of  spade-handles, 

„ back-load,  do.,  under 
a dozen,  . • . • 

„ car-load  of  iron  spades, 

„ car-load  of  cabbage,  . 

' „ load  of  onions, 

„ car  of  freizo,  • • * |V  I 

The  above  Tolls  and  Customs  to  be  collected  on  Wednesdays,  Saturdays,  and  Fair-days  only,  by 
Michael  and  Patrick  Cronin. 


4 6|  I For  leather,  Id  to  the  hundred-weight. 
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CHARLEVILLE, 
l'ith  November,  1852. 

243. 

D.  Clancy,  esq.  j.p. 


KILRUSH, 

13th  November,  1802. 

244. 

George  Taylor. 


245. 

Michael  Brew. 


Fairs,  on  tlie  10th  January ; 16th  March ; 12th  May,  and  15th  August ; also  on  the  10th  October, 
and  on  the  12th  November,  except  falling  on  Saturday,  in  which  case  the  fair  is  to  be  held  on  the 
following  Monday. 

All  corn  bought  or  delivered  within  the  Manor  of  Charleville,  on  Market  or  Fair  days,  is  liable  to 
due  custom,  viz.,  2,\  per  cent,  on  the  sales  of  corn,  or  6d.  per  £. 

Edward  Fitzgerald, 

Clerk 

_ I think  it  would  be  better  if  all  tolls  could,  in  every  instance,  be  vested  in  Commis- 
sioners, for  the  improvement  of  the  market.  The  Earl  of  Cork  is,  I believe,  the  patentee 
of  the  market  and  fairs.  I do  not  know  the  date  of  the  patent,  but  know  that  it  is  a very 
old  one. 

2987.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  amount  of  tolls  to  be  charged  by  each  proprietor  of  a 
fair  or  market  should  be  regulated  by  Act  of  Parliament,  which  should  define  what  are 
reasonable  tolls  ?— I do,  most  decidedly.  I must  add,  to  what  I have  stated,  that  I believe 
the  Earl  of  Cork  is  enclosing  ground  to  form  a market-place. 


Kilrush,  November  13,  1852. 

George  Taylor  examined. 

2988.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Kilrush. 

2989.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— I am  lessee  of  the  tolls  of  the  fairs  and  markets. 

2990.  When  was  the  market  established  ? — I do  not  know. 

2991.  Who  is  the  patentee  or  owner  of  the  market  ?— Colonel  Vandeleur. 

2992.  What  are  the  tolls  ?— [ Witness  hands  in  the  following  copy  of  the  toll-hoard'] 


Schedule  of  the  Tolls  and  Customs  paid  in  the  Town  of  Kilrusii. 


Every  twenty  stone  of  wheat, 

,,  sixteen  ,,  barley,  . 

,,  „ ,,  beans, 

„ „ „ rye, 

„ fourteen  „ cats, 

„ small  sack  of  wheat,  barley,  beans, 
rye,  or  oats,  under  100  pounds 
weight, 

,,  basket  of  onions  or  apples, 

,,  car-load  of  cabbage  or  other  vege- 
tables, .... 
„ basket  of  cabbage  or  other  vege- 
tables, .... 
„ car-load  of  plants, 

„ basket  of  earthenware, 

„ „ fish  or  fruit, 

,,  piece  of  freize  or  woollen  cloth, 

„ dozen  of  hats,  . 

„ raw  hide, 

,,  large  hog  or  pig,  . 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


H 

4 

H 


0 04 
0 1 

0 3 

0 04 
0 2 
0 1 
0 1 
0 l 
0 1 
0 1 
0 2 
0 1 


Every  crock  of  butter,  . 

,,  cask  „ 

„ car-load  of  baskets, 

,,  load  of  hoops, 

„ dozen  of  calf-skins, 

„ single  „ 

„ kip,  skin,  or  runner, 

„ dozen  of  stockings, 

„ twenty  spade  trees, 

„ car-load  of  timber  ware,  . 

„ twenty  wooden  cups  or  dishes, 

„ horse-load  of  wattles, 

„ horse,  mare,  or  gelding,  . 

,,  bull,  bullock,  or  dry  cow, 

„ milch  cow,  springer,  or  stripper, 
„ two-year-old  heifer, 

„ yearling, 

„ sheep  or  goat, 

„ ass  or  mule, 

,,  car-load  of  hay,  . 

„ standing,  per  day, 


s.  d. 

. 0 1 
. 0 1 
. 0 2 
. 0 1 
. 0 1 
. 0 

. 0 OX 
. 0 1 
. 0 1 
. 0 4 
. 0 1 
. 0 1 
. 0 6 
. 0 4 
. 0 6 
. 0 3 
. 0 2 
. 0 1 
. 0 3 
. 0 2 
. 0 1 


This  list  is  an  exact  copy  of  tho  toll-board.  I would  bring  the  board  only  it  is  too  large, 
and  fastened  up.  I charge  lcZ.  for  every  fourteen  stone  of  oats,  and  lid.  for  twenty  stone 
of  wheat;  the  charge  upon  barley  is  1J d.  for  sixteen  stone.  There  are  no  tolls  charged 
upon  potatoes.  The  toll  charged  upon  corn  is  collected  by  the  merchants,  and  paid  over 
to  me  by  them,  upon  the  following  day ; if  they  are  not  paid  in  the  market  by  the  seller 
I collect  the  tolls  myself. 

2993.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place,  and  is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the 
town  weighed  in  it  ?— I never  levy  the  tolls  unless  the  corn  is  sold.  The  corn  sold  to  the 
merchants  is  never  weighed  in  the  markets  ; it  is  generally  sold  in  tho  streets,  and  weighed 
at  the  merchants’  stores. 

2994.  What  fairs  are  held  in  this  town  ?— Two  fairs  in  the  year,  and  the  tolls  are  col- 
lected upon  all  cattle  sold  when  going  out  of  the  fairs.  There  is  a schedule  of  the  tolls 
posted  up  at  each  gap ; the  men  at  the  gap  ask  the  driver  whether  the  cattle  are  sold  or 
not ; if  he  says  not,  and  there  is  reason  to  doubt  his  word,  they  show  a piece  of  brown 
paper  to  the  driver,  and  ask  him  to  touch  it  to  clear  the  cattle. 

2995.  Do  you  not  think  such  a practice  leads  to  perjury?— I think  it  does,  although,  in 
my  opinion,  it  is  not  an  oath,  and  it  is  never  administered  to  intelligent  people.  It  is  not 
often  done,  but  I do  not  think  I could  levy  tolls  without  that  practice  being  adopted. 

2996.  Have  you  any  thing  to  do  with  weighing  in  the  market?— No,  I have  not. 


Michael  Brew  examined. 

9997.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  this  town  ; I am  weighmaster  of  this  market ; I was 
appointed  by  Colonel  Vandeleur,  the  owner  of  the  market,  and  am  sworn  under  the  Statute 
of  4tli  Anne,  cap.  14,  sec.  3. 

2998.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place,  and  arc  there  a sufficient  number  of  beams 
scales,  and  weights  provided  ?— The  market-place  is  not  enclosed  ; there  is  a market-house, 
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and  two  beams,  scales,  and  sets  of  weights.  All  the  corn  sold  in  the  market  is  not  weighed 
in  it — not  one-thirtieth  part,  I should  think ; the  rest  is  weighed  in  the  private  stores  in 
the  town.  No  charge  is  made  by  me  on  any  corn,  unless  it  is  weighed  by  me.  I will  send 
a list  of  what  I charge  for  weighing.  [The  following  is  the  list  sent  by  witness ] : — 


Weighing  Fees  charged  by  the  Public  Weighmaster  of  the  Town  of  Kilrush. 


s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

Every  twenty  stone  of  wheat,  . 

. 0 

0 1 

Every  crock  of  butter  weighing  fifty-si. 

„ sixteen 

barley,  . 

. 0 

1£ 

pounds, 

0 

2 

„ fourteen 

oats, 

. 0 

1 

„ cow-hide, 

0 

2 

„ twenty 

beans,  . 

. 0 

n 

,,  calf-skin, 

0 

0i 

„ twenty 

rye, 

. 0 

H 

„ runner, 

0 

1 

„ fourteen 

potatoes. 

. 0 

l 

„ kip, 

0 

1 

Michael  Brew, 


Weighmaster. 

Kilrush,  11th  January,  1853. 

2999.  How  are  you  paid  for  acting  as  weighmaster  ? — I do  not  get  any  salary,  but  I get 
the  fees  for  weighing ; I employ  two  clerks,  two  weighmasters,  and  myself,  and  four 
porters. 

3000.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  market? — I weigh  at  standing  beam,  two 
pounds  is  the  lowest  weight  used.  If  wheat  or  beans  weighed  fourteen  stone  three 
pounds,  I would  deduct  three  pounds  for  beamage,  and  return  it  as  fourteen  stone.  If 
twenty  stone,  I would  take  four  pounds  from  it.  and  it  would  be  then  nineteen  stone  eleven 
pounds.  If  twenty  stone  nine  pounds,  I would  return  it  as  twenty  stone  five  pounds.  If 
twenty  stone  seven  pounds,  I would  return  it  as  twenty  stone.  If  it  is  not  the  even  stone, 
it  must  be  returned  as  four  pounds,  seven  pounds,  or  eleven  pounds.  It  is  weighed  cock 
and  cock. 

3001.  What,  then,  advantage  is  it  to  the  farmer  to  have  it  weighed  with  a two  pound 

weight  ? It  is  an  advantage  ; for  instance,  if  it  weighed  seven  pounds  standing  I would  only 

deduct  three  pounds  from  it.  If  it  was  nice  weight,  I would  not  deduct  less  than  four 
pounds,  and  would  return  the  broken  pounds  as  either  four,  seven,  or  eleven.  Above 
thirty  stone,  I deduct  seven  pounds,  and  over  forty  stone,  I deduct  ten  pounds.  I deduct 
six  pounds  from  fourteen  stone  of  oats,  and  seven  pounds  from  sixteen  stone  of  barley.  I 
tare  the  sack  with  one  pound  weight,  or  deduct  seven  pounds  if  the  parties  prefer  it.  The 
farmer  is  not  paid  for  any  broken  pounds,  only  for  the  half-stone.  If  I returned  corn  as 
weighing  twenty  stone  eleven  pounds,  he  would  be  paid  for  twenty  stone  seven  pounds. 

3002.  Do  you  give  the  buyer  or  seller  a docket  of  the  nature,  weight,  and  price  of  the 
corn,  together  with  the  name  of  the  buyer  and  seller  ?— I give  a written  docket  to  the 
seller,  upon  which  is  entered  the  seller’s  name,  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn,  the  date,  name 
of  the  market,  signed  by  me.  I keep  a copy  of  the  docket,  and  tare  the  sack  when  it 
comes  back.  I enter  what  is  upon  the  docket  in  a book,  and  could  at  any  time  tell  the 
gross  amount  weighed  in  the  market  in  a year,  but  not  the  price  at  which  it  was  sold.  The 
sacks  always  come  back  to  be  weighed.  I weigh  wool  by  the  stone. 

3003.  What  does  a barrel  consist  of? — A barrel  of  wheat  consists  of  twenty  stone  ; of 
oats,  fourteen  stone ; barley,  sixteen  stone  ; and  potatoes,  ninety-five  stone. 

3004.  Does  a stone  always  consist  of  fourteen  pounds  ? — It  is  so  in  wheat,  oats,  and 
barley,  but  a stone  of  potatoes  consists  of  sixteen  pounds,  instead  of  beamage,  which  is  not 
deducted  from  them.  The  odd  pounds,  in  both  corn  and  potatoes  are  not  paid  for ; only 
the  stone  or  half-stone  is  paid  for.  On  a cart-load  of  potatoes,  if  sold  to  one  person,  the 
farmer  would  lose  only  the  odd  pounds  upon  the  weight  of  the  whole  quantity.  If  each 
sack  was  sold  to  different  persons,  the  seller  would  lose  the  broken  pound  on  each  sack. 
Eight  pounds  are  deducted  from  every  twenty  stone  for  tret.  . We  weigh  potatoes  with  a 
two-pound  weight.  • The  greatest  quantity  of  corn  weighed  in  the  market  in  one  year,  I 
should  say,  is  about  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  barrels. 

3005.  Do  you  know  of  any  frauds  being  committed  in  the  weighing  in  the  merchants’ 

stores? Yes;  I have  found” in  every  buyer’s  store  in  Kilrush  frauds  practised,  and  have 

exposed  them  to  the  country  people.  The  merchants  prefer  weighing  in  their  own  stores  ; 
arid  if  a farmer  insists  upon  having  his  corn  weighed  in  the  market  scales,  the  merchants 
will  have  it  weighed  there  for  him,  but  they  will  give  a halfpenny  a stone  higher  to  any 
farmer  who  will  have  it  weighed  in  their  own  stores.  I knew  a fraud  committed  at  one  of 
the  merchants’  stores,  where  three  bags  ot  corn  were  returned  as  weighing  four  stone  and 
a-half  less  than  their  real  weight.  Some  of  the  merchants  have  private  marks,  by  which 
they  know  what  is  weighed  in  the  market,  and  if  the  corn  has  been  weighed  in  the  market, 
they  take  care  to  return  it  at  the  same  weight. 

3006.  Would  you  bo  in  favour  of  a general  market,  under  the  supervision  of  a sworn 
weighmaster,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  and  a sufficient  and  efficient  staff,  in  which 
all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I would  ; it 
is  more  wanting  in  Kilrush  than  in  most  other  towns.  The  clerks  at  the  merchants’  stores 
enter  the  wrong  weights,  and  they  also  thumb  the  scales  there,  and  in  these  ways  get 
more  weight  than  they  arc  entitled  to. 

3007.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  tolls,  weights,  and  measures  over  the 

whole  country  ? — I would.  .....  ,. 

3008.  Would  you  not  be  in  favour  of  weighing,  in  all  cases,  at  standing  beam,  with  one 
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245. 

Michael  Brew. 


Referred  to  in  the 
Report,  p.  24,  as 
Q.  2913. 
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pound  weight,  and  that  no  deduction  should  he  made  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn, 
except  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack? — I would. 

3009.  How  often  are  your  weights  adjusted  ? — Every  six  months  ; there  is  no  inspec- 
tor for  this  district ; I adjust  my  own  weights  myself  from  the  standard  weights  that 
belong  to  Colonel  Vandeleur. 

3010.  Is  there  an  enclosed  fair-green  ?— No,  there  is  not;  the  fairs  arc  held  in  an  open 
space,  and  partly  in  the  town. 

3011.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  charge  smaller  tolls  upon  all  cattle  entering  the  fair 
instead  of,  as  at  present,  upon  those  sold  when  leaving  it  ? — Certainly ; and  the  proprietor 
ought  to  be  obliged  to  find  a fair-green  and  proper  accommodation,  or  not  be  allowed  to 
collect  tolls  at  the  fairs  or  markets  when  they  are  held  in  the  streets  of  a town  or  on 
public  roads ; I think  the  people  might  object  to  pay  tolls  going  into  the  fair,  unless  the 
tolls  were  made  much  smaller  than  at  present. 

3012.  How  do  you  weigh  turnips? — They  are  weighed  the  same  as  potatoes  ; they  are 
weighed  by  the  stone. 

Daniel  Gorman  examined. 

3013.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Kilrush. 

3014.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I buy  corn  for  Mr.  Blair. 

3015.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  at  his  stores  ? — We  weigh  there  upon  the  same 
system  as  is  carried  on  at  the  public  scales ; we  tell  the  farmer  to  have  it  weighed  in  the 
market  scales  if  he  wishes ; we  make  no  charge  for  weighing,  or  porterage,  or  any  tiling 
else ; we  weigh  standing  beam,  making  the  same  deductions  as  are  made  in  the  market ; 
we  deduct  two  pounds  on  light  draughts  of  corn,  and  four  pounds  on  heavy  ones  ; we  tare 
the  sack  and  do  not  pay  for  odd  pounds ; we  pay  for  half  a stone  ; and  we  deduct  the  same 
tret  as  is  done  in  the  market  scales ; we  have  three  sets  of  beams  and  scales  in  each  of  our 
stores,  and  we  have  three  stores ; we  do  not  always  know  whether  the  corn  brought  to  our 
stores  is  weighed  at  the  market  scales  or  not ; we  have  no  private  marks  for  to  know  what 
has  been  weighed  in  the  market  scales;  we  get  our  weights  adjusted  twice  a-year;  Colonel 
Vandeleur  gets  it  done. 

3016.  Do  you  not  think  everything  ought  to  be  weighed  in  the  public  scales? — I think 
it  ought. 

Dr.  Bourke  examined. 

3017.  Would  you  not  approve  of  having  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  at  standing 
beam  with  one  pound  weight,  and  making  no  other  deduction  from  the  gross  weight  ol  the 
corn,  except  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack  ? — I would,  and  I would  be  in  favour  of 
the  establishment  of  general  markets  such  as  you  describe ; and  I also  think  an  assimila- 
tion of  tolls,  weights,  and  measures,  should  be  made  all  over  Ireland : I wish  further  to 
say.  that  I have  often  heard  great  complaints  made  of  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  mar- 
ket, not  of  the  weighmaster,  but  of  the  system,  which  he  has  no  power  to  alter ; the  weigh- 
master  weighs  as  fairly  as  possible.  The  way  small  quantities  of  potatoes  arc  weighed  is 
very  improper,  and  contrary  to  law : they  are  sold  by  measure  in  buckets ; the  measure  is 
first  filled  with  potatoes  which  are  weighed,  to  know  the  weight  it  holds,  and  then  it  is 
used  as  a measure  of  that  weight  of  potatoes : in  weighing,  corn  would  only  be  returned 
as  sixteen  stone  if  it  weighed  sixteen  stone  four  pounds ; if  corn  weighed  fifteen  stone 
three  pounds,  four  pounds  would  be  deducted  for  beamage,  and  the  farmer  would  not  be 
paid  for  the  broken  pounds ; so  that  he  would,  in  this  case,  lose  ten  pounds  out  of  sixteen 
stone  three  pounds,  while  if  it  was  one  pound  heavier  he  would  only  lose  four  pounds. 


Ennis,  November  15,  1852. 

Thomas  Crowe,  esq.,  examined. 

3018.  Where  do  you  reside? — I live  in  Ennis. 

3019.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  are  the  markets  and  fairs  held  in  this  town?— 
Under  two  patents  ; one  granted  to  Donogh,  Earl  of  Thomond,  in  the  seventh  year  of  the 
reign  of  James  the  First,  giving  power  to  hold  a weekly  market  on  every  Tuesday,  and 
two  fairs  in  each  year ; the  second  patent  was  granted  to  the  Earl  of  Egremont,  in  the 
reio-n  of  William  the  Fourth,  authorizing  the  holding  of  a market  on  every  Monday,  Wed- 
nesday, Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday. 

3020.  Then  markets  are  held  every  day  ? — They  are. 

3021.  Where  are  the  fairs  held  ? — In  the  streets. 

3022.  Is  it  not  very  objectionable,  holding  fairs  and  markets  in  the  streets  of  a town  ? — 
I consider  it  so  ; and  Colonel  Wyndham,  who  is  now  the  proprietor  of  the  markets  and 
fairs  of  this  town,  is  most  anxious  to  procure  land  within  the  limits  of  the  borough  to  hold 
the  fairs  on,  but,  from  the  difficulty  of  getting  a clear  title,  he  has  been  unable  to  get  any. 
He  has  expended  a considerable  sum  in  the  purchase  of  a plot  of  ground  and  in  the  erec- 
tion of  buildings  on  it,  in  which  the  corn  market  is  held.  This  market  has  been  of  great 
benefit  to  the  community,  and  has  afforded  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  the  farmers. 

3023.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  general  markets  in  every  town,  with  sufficient 
accommodation,  a sufficient  and  efficient  staff,  and  under  the  supervision  of  a sworn  weigh- 
master, in  which  all  agricultural  produce  should  be' sold  and  weighed?— I would. 
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3024.  Would  you  approve  of  an  assimilation  of  tolls,  weights,  and  measures,  all  over 
Ireland  ? — I think  it  would  be  very  desirable. 

3025.  Do  you  not  think  all  agricultural  produce  ought  to  be  weighed  at  standing  beam, 
with  one  pound  weight,  and  that  no  deduction  except  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack, 
should  be  made  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn  ? — Yes,  I think  it  would  be  the  fairest 
for  all  parties. 

3026.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  proprietor  of  fairs  and  markets  should,  in  all  cases,  be 
obliged  to  provide  proper  accommodation  to  the  public,  in  return  for  the  tolls  he 
receives  ? — I do ; I think  the  proprietor  of  fairs  and  markets  should  provide  a proper 
fair-green,  and  properly  enclosed  markets. 

3027.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  levy  a moderate  toll  upon  all  cattle  entering  a fair, 
instead  of  charging  the  present  tolls  upon  all  cattle  that  are  sold,  when  leaving  it  ? — 1 
think  it  would.  A small  toll  would  then  answer.  At  Cootehill  this  is  the  practice  ; but  I 
do  not  know  what  are  the  tolls  charged  there. 


Denis  Curtin  examined. 

3028.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — I live  in  this  town. 

3029.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  one  of  the  clerks  in  the  corn  market — [ Hands 
in  a list  of  the  tolls.]  All  the  tolls  on  this  list  are  not  levied.  I have  marked  those  that 
are  not  charged. 

3030.  Do  you  levy  tolls  upon  all  produce,  whether  it  is  sold  or  not? — No ; toll  only  is 
charged  if  the  article  is  sold  and  weighed;  there  is  no  charge  made  for  weighing. — [The 
following  is  the  list  of  tolls  handed  in  by  the  witness]  : — 


A List  of  the  Tolls  on  all  Cattle,  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandize,  payable  to  Colonel  George 
Wyndham,  at  the  several  Fairs  and  Markets  of  the  Town  of  Ennis,  in  the  County  of  Clare, 


Horses, 

Milch  cows, . 

Dry  cows  and  bullocks, 
Heifers, 

Year-old  heifers, 

Sheep, 

Pigs, 

Sucking  pigs, 

Calves, 

Goats, 

Timber,  per  load, 

Ware,  per  load, 

Calf  skins,  per  dozen, 
.Broguemakers  and  hatters,  . 
Each  standing, 

Milk,  per  load, 

Milk,  per  can, 

Potatoes,  per  horse-load, 
Apples,  per  car-load, 

Apples,  per  horse-load, 
Feathers,  per  bag,  . 

Wheat,  per  barrel  of  20  stone, 

Oats,  „ 14  stone, 

Barley,  „ 16  stone, 

Rape,  „ 16  stone, 


s.  d. 

■ 0 6£ 
. 0 6“ 
. 0 4 
. 0 4 
. 0 3 
. 0 1 
. 0 3 
. 0 1 
. 0 1 
. 0 1* 
. 0 4* 

. 0 4* 
. 0 3* 
. 0 4* 
. 0 6* 
. 0 2* 
. 0 1* 
. 0 1 
. 0 2* 
. 0 1* 
. 0 1* 
. 0 2 
. 0 1 

: 8 1* 


Wool,  per  pack,  . . .0 

Flour,  per  bag,  . . .0 

Coals,  kelp,  or  charcoal, per  car-load,  . 0 

„ per  horse-load,  0 

Each  car-load  of  bags,  serges,  freizes, 
stockings,  &c.,  . . .0 

Each  horse-load  of  ditto,  . . 0 

Each  horse-load  of  haircloth  . 0 

Every  horse-load  of  fish,  . . 0 

Every  ass-load  of  ditto,  . . 0 

Every  car-load  of  herrings,  . . 0 

Every  ass-load  of  ditto,  . . 0 

Every  car-load  of  oysters,  . . 0 

Every  horse-load  of  ditto,  . .0 

Every  firkin  of  butter,  . . 0 

Every  tub,  crock,  or  basket,  of  butter,  0 
Every  barrel  of  meal,  . . 0 

Every  car-load  of  paper,  . . .0 

Every  car-load  of  hay,  . . 0 

Every  car-load  of  straw,  . . 0 

Every  load  of  slate,  . . .0 

Each  green  or  dry  hide,  . . 0 

Every  barrel  of  beer,  ale,  or  porter, 
brewed  out  of  the  town  of  Ennis,  . 0 


Every  hogshead  of  cider,  not  charged. 


d. 

5 

2* 

2* 

1* 

3* 

2* 

1* 

1* 

4* 

2* 

2* 


Of* 

3* 


04* 


3031.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  that  comes  into  town  sold  and  weighed  in  the 

market? — Yes.  , ... 

3032.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  corn  in  this  market?— We  weigh  down  weight; 

the  scale  must  touch  the  ground;  four  pounds  is  the  smallest  weight  used  ; we  deduct  the 
actual  weight  of  the  sack  in  all  instances.  The  deductions  are : seven  pounds  beamage  from 
twenty  stone  of  wheat ; six  pounds  beamage  on  every  barrel  of  sixteen  stone  of  barley : 
and  six  pounds  on  every  fourteen  stone  of  oats.  . .. 

3033.  Are  the  nature  and  quantity  of  all  articles  weighed  in  the  market  entered  m books, 
kept  by  the  weighmaster  for  that  purpose ; and  does  the  buyer  or  seller  receive  a copy  oi  such 
entries  from  the  weighmaster? — Books  are  kept,  in  which  all  those  particulars  are  entered, 
and  a ticket  given  to  the  seller,  containing  the  name  of  the  buyer  and  seller,  the  date,  the 
name  of  the  market,  the  description  of  the  article  sold,  and  the  weight  of  each  bag. 
Government  could,  from  the  books  I speak  of,  obtain  statistics,  if  required,  showing 
the  amount  and  nature  of  all  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  market,  and  the  price  at 
which  it  was  sold.  I beg  to  hand  a return  of  the  quantity,  price,  description,  and  amount, 
of  all  agricultural  produce  and  cattle  sold  in  Ennis  for  the  last  seven  years.  [ Witness 
accordingly  handed  in  the  statistics  of  the  markets  for  seven  years,  and  which  are  attached.  ] 


* Those  marked  thus  * are  not  charged. 


[Returns. 

U 2 


ENNIS, 

10  th  November,  1852. 

m 

Thomas  Crowe,  esq. 


249. 

Denis  Curtin. 
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Return  of  the  quantity  of  Wheat,  Oa 

s,  and  Barley,  sold  in  Colonel  Wyndham’s  Markets,  with 
ended  Sep- 

Wheat. 

Year  ended 

Barrels  of 
280  lbs. 

Average 
per  barrel  of 

280  lbs. 

Average  per 

""of'-'lSoVs. 

Amount 
paiil  for  same. 

Barrels  of 
IOC  lbs. 

September  1,  1845, 

„ 1,  1S4G,  . 

1,  1347,  . 

„ 1,  1848,  . 

„ 1,  1849,  . . 

„ 1,  1S50,  . 

„ 1,  1851,  . 

41,094 

45,199 

15,344 

21,990 

10,978 

15,389 

10,722 

£ S.  d. 
1 2 34 
1 6 34 
1 15  9| 
l 4 64 
1 5 4J 

0 19  54 

1 1 74 

£ s.  d. 

1 18  24 

2 5 9* 

3 1 41 

2 1 34 
2 3 64 

1 13  m 
1 17  0^ 

£ s.  d. 

45,757  15  8 
60,336  17  H 
27,469  6 7 
26,497  2 11 
13,942  7 9 
14,995  15  9 
11,581  18  6 

78,279 

83,306 

57,133 

42,481 

34,353 

34,394 

39,415 

Total,  .... 

160,716 

1 4 11* 

2 2 949- 

200,581  5 1 

369,361 

Return  of  the  quantity  of  Potatoes,  Butter,  Wool,  Ilay,  and  Straw,  sold  in  Colonel  Wyndham’s  Mar. 


September  1,  1845, 
1,  1840, 
1,  1847,' 
1,  1848, 
1,  1849, 
1,  1850, 
1,  1851, 

Total, 


tuns  of  | Average 


£ 

d. 

£ 

d. 

cwts. 

lbs. 

£ 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1 

6 

5,772 

0 

0 

5,178 

3 

0 | 

3 

ID 

0 

18,125 

12 

6 

0 

8 

7,754 

13 

4 

3,028 

0 

0 1 

4 

0 

0 

12,112 

0 

0 

7 

2,898 

0 

0 

3,496 

1 

0 ! 

3 

17 

6 

13,547 

19 

4J 

1,228  | 

0 

7 

0 

8,596 

0 

0 

5,995 

2 

0 

3 

12 

0 

21,583 

16 

0 

1,265 

0 

,5 

10 

7,379 

3 

4 

2,333 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

6,009 

0 

0 

0 

3 

8 

6,724 

13 

4 

2,158 

3 

0 

2 

17 

6 

6,206 

8 

U 

1,522 

0 

4 

4 

6,595 

6 

8 

1,976 

1 

0 

3 

6 

0 

6,422 

3 

12,983 

0 

3 

6* 

45,719 

16 

8 

24,166 

2 

0 

3 

10 

4 

84,997 

12 

3 

Return'^  the  Number  of  Milch  Cows,  Dry  Cows,  Heifers,  and  Bullocks,  sold  in  Colonel  Wyndham’s 


Yearlings. 

Calves. 

Year  ended 

No.  of 

Average 
price  each. 

Amount 
paid  for  same. 

Average 
price  each. 

Amount 

SI 

400 

£ S.  d. 
3 15  0 

£ S.  d. 

1,500  0 0 

230 

£ s.  d. 
1 3 6 

£ s.  d. 
270  5 0 

3.287 

„ 1,  1846,  . 

237 

3 10  0 

829  10  0 

168 

1 1 0 

176  8 0 

2,542 

4 0 0 

828  0 0 

256 

1 1 6 

275  4 0 

2,995 

„ 1,  1848,  . 

244 

3 7 6 

823  10  0 

192 

0 19  3 

184  16  0 

3,618 

„ 1,  1849,  . 

455 

2 15  0 

1,251  5 0 

173 

0 17  6 

151  7 6 

3.7G5 

660 

3 10  0 

2,310  0 0 

427 

1 0 0 

427  0 0 

3,064 

„ 1,  1851,  . 

323 

3 15  0 

1,211  5 0 

322 

1 1 6 

346  3 0 

2,787 

Total,  . 

2,526 

3 9 3 

8,753  10  0 

1,768 

1 0 8 

1,831  3 6 

22,058 
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Average  Price  per  Barrel,  per  Imperial  Quarter,  and  Amount  paid  for  same,  for  seven  Years,  ' ENNIS, 

ternber,  1,  1851.  1 6th  November,  1852. 

1 249. 

°ATS-  Bam.ev.  Denis  Curtin. 


Average 
per  barrel  of 
190  lbs. 

Average  per 
imperial  quarter 
of  312  lbs'. 

Amount 
paid  for  same. 

Barrels  of 
224  lbs. 

Average 
per  barrel  of 
224  lbs. 

Average  per 
1 imperial  quarter 
of  416  lbs. 

Amount 
paid  for  same. 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ s. 

d. 

£ 

X. 

d.  i 

£ s. 

d. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

0 

10  2*1 

0 16 

3.V 

40,067 

4 

3 ! 

5,470 

0 13 

3* 

1 4 

3,625 

5 

8 

0 

12  H 1 

0 19 

4 1 

50,603 

17 

0 

7,64 1 

0 13 

8ffj 

! 1 5 

«* 

5,251 

3 

1 

0 

17  0J 

1 7 

ifV 

48,644 

0 

10 

3,147 

0 19 

0 

1 1 16 

04 

3,055 

9 

0 

0 

9 9J 

0 15 

7 

20,799 

14 

3 

5,839 

0 12 

9r 

1 3 

91 

3,741 

6 

11 

0 

9 7* 

0 15 

3J 

16,510 

18 

4 

10,024 

0 12 

~i 

1 3 

4| 

6,313 

7 

9 

0 

3 

0 13 

34 

14,355 

6 

9 

12,124 

0 9 

8* 

0 17 

8tt 

5,788 

16 

2 

0 

8 8f 

0 13 

10* 

17,179 

19 

0 

11,632 

0 11 

0* 

1 0 

6,405 

9 

8 

0 

11  3* 

| 0 17 

11* 

203,161 

0 

5 

55,877 

0 12 

2-rrf 

1 2 

8* 

| 34,180 

18 

3 

kets,  with  Averago  Price  of  each,  and  Amount  paid  or  same,  for  seven  Years,  ended  Sept.  1,  1851. 


Wool. 

Hay. 

Stemv. 

-:<i'  ot . . .\veraga 
...h,  j 

Amount 

No.  of 

Amount 
paid  for  same. 

No.  of 

per  toll. 

1 # 

d. 

£ 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s.  d. 

9,345 

7 

6 

129 

■2 

14 

6 

351 

10 

6 

25 

1 

16  8 

3 

9,522 

0 

0 

578 

2 

2 

0 

1,213 

16 

0 

229 

1 

6 10 

9 

5,511 

7 

6 

1,178 

l 

19 

6 

2,326 

11 

0 

1 

3 

5,071 

6 

3 

1 057 

1 

7 

8 

1,462 

3 

8 

175 

0 

7 

6 

1,029 

0 

18 

4 

943 

5 

0 

302 

794  15 

8 

9,329 

10 

0 

734 

0 

17 

8 

648 

7 

4 

200 

0 

560  | 14 

9 

6,195 

0 

0 

842 

0 

15 

7 

656 

1 

308 

0 

4,486  | 15 

0i 

50,539 

18 

9 

5,547 

1 

7 

4tt 

7,601 

14 

8 

1,432 

tz 

16  Ilf 

Amount 
paid  for  same. 


£ s.  d. 
45  16  8 
307  4 10 
203  9 1 
149  9 7 
18S  15  0 
113  6 8 
207  18  0 


Markets,  with  Average  Price  of  each,  and  Amount  paid  for  same,  for  seven  Years,  ended  Sept.  1, 1851. 


Cows. 

- 

Heifers. 

Bullocks. 

Amonnt 
paid  for  same. 

No.  of 
Heifers. 

Average  price, 

Amount 
paid  for  same. 

No.  of 
Bullocks. 

Average  price,  I 

Amount 
paid  for  same. 

£ 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d.\ 

£ S. 

d.  j 

£ 

s. 

d. 

483 

9 

2 

6 1 

4,407 

7 

6 1 

233 

7 15 

0 i 

1,805 

15 

0 

295 

9 

15 

0 

2,876 

6 

0 ’ 

81 

S 2 

6 

65S 

2 

1 288 

8 

17 

6 

2,556 

0 

0 i 

96 

7 17 

6 

9 

15 

0 

2,925 

0 

0 

28 

8 5 

0 

6 

i 419 

8 

7 

6 

3,509 

2 

6 

7 1 

7 7 

6 

6 

4,225 

2 

6 

40 

6 17 

2,344 

7 

6 

299 

7 

10 

0 

2,242 

10 

0 

13 

7 2 

6 

26,191 

12 

(i 

2,677 

8 

9 

10 

j 22,741 

7 

6 

j 568 

7 14 

5 

4,386 

7 

6 

Markets  with  Average  Price  of  each,  and  Amount  paid  for  same,  for  seven  Years,  ended  Sept.  1, 1851. 


5,094  17 
4,130  15 
4,305  6 

4,251  3 
4,282  13 
4,825  16 
4,737  18 


8 31,628  9 0 | 3,135 


0 15  6 
0 14  9 
0 13  0 
0 10  6 
0 10  3 
0 14  6 

0 17  3 


0 13  4 


£ s.  d. 
395  5 0 
318  12  0 
362  1 0 

221  0 6 
314  3 3 
165  6 0 
322  11  6 


8 0 0 

7 15  0 
9 0 0 

8 10  0 


£ s.  d. 
48  0 0 
193  15  0 
162  0 0 
93  10  0 
175  15  0 
130  0 0 
147  0 0 


950  0 0 
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Return  of  the  Number  of  Bacon  Pigs,  Store  Pigs,  and  Sucking  Pigs,  sold  in  Colonel  Wyudliam’s 
Markets,  with  Average  Price  per  Cwt.  for  Bacon,  Average  Price  each  for  Store  and  Sucking  Pigs, 
with  Amount  paid  for  same,  for  seven  Year,  ended  September  1,  1851. 


B. 

con  Pros. 

Store  1 

- 

Sucking 

.... 

Year  ended 

No.  of 
lNgs" 

Weight. 

Avcrago 
per  cwt. 

paid  for  same. 

No.  of 
Storo 
Pigs. 

Avcrago 
Price  each 

Amount  No.  of 
paid  for  same.  >,,«.k,nS 
1 | Pigs- 

Avcrago 
Price  each. 

Amount 
paid  for  samo. 

September  1,1845, 

j -,m 

cwts.  qrs. 
7,882  0 

£ s.  d. 
1 11  9 

£ S.  d. 
12,151  18  0 

589 

£ s.  a. 
1 13  0 

£ 's.  d. 

971  17  0 | 2,065 

£ s.  d 
0 11  0 

£ 8.  d. 
1,405  15  0 

1 17  6 

10,821  6 8 
5,576  3 U 

2 2 (i 

„ 1, 1847 

1 16  3 

158 

2 1 0 

823  18  0 | 710 

0 7 0 

266  5 0 

1,531 

2,097  1 

2 8 0 

5,760  7 9 

439 

2 8 3 

1,050  1 9 | 611 

254  11  8 

„ 1, 1849 

1,697  2 

2 19 

8,548  10  74 

284 

646  2 0 028 

„ 1, 1850 

1,388 

2.254  0 

2 0 0 

■4,508  0 0 

201 

2 3 4 

•135  10  0 1,500 

0 10  6 

787  10  0 

„ 1, 1851 

1,357 

2,374  8 

2 2 6 

5,040  6 104 

302 

2 7 4 

713  9 6 1 1,472 

0 7 9 

Total,  . 

14,706 

ss',ss  3 

1 18  6‘ 

47,407  8 1} 

2,337 

2 4 7f 

4,923  8 3 ; 9,755 

0 9 9$ 

4,922  4 8 

Total  Amount  of  Corn,  Potatoes,  Butter,  Wool,  Hay,  Straw,  Pigs,  Cattle,  Sheep,  Lambs,  and  Horses, 
sold  in  Colonel  Wyndham’s  Markets,  for  seven  Years,  ended  September  1,  1851. 


Wheat,  . 
Oats, 

Potatoes,  . 
Butter, 
Wool,  . 
Hay, 

Bacon  pigs, 
Store  pigs, 
Sucking  pigs, 


£ s.  d. 

200, 5S  l 5 1 
208,161  0 5 
34.180  18  3 
45,719  16  8 
84,997  12  3 
50,539  18  9 
7,601  14  8 
1,215  19  10 
47,407  8 U 
4,923  8 3 
4,922  4 8 


Milch  cows, 
Dry  cows, 
Heifers,  . 
Yearlings, 
Bullocks,  . 
Calves, 
Sheep, 
Lambs, 


£ s.  d. 

. 23,775  15  0 

. 26,191  12  6 

. 22,741  7 6 

8,753  10  0 

4,386  7 6 

1,831  3 6 

. 31,628  9 0 

2,098  19  3 

950  0 0 


812,608  11  2J 


3034.  What  is  the  amount  of  accommodation  afforded  by  Colonel  Wyiulham,  for  the 
market  tolls  he  receives  upon  corn  ? — There  is  an  enclosed  market-place ; there  are  six 
beams  and  scales  in  the  corn  market,  six  clerks,  six  assistant  weighmasters,  and  twelve 
porters ; there  is  no  charge  made  for  porterage.  There  is  also  a weigh-bridge  provided  by 
Colonel  Wyndham,  on  which  hay  and  straw  are  weighed  ; there  are  no  tolls  charged  for 
either.  All  the  hay  and  straw  sold  in  the  town  is  weighed  at  the  weigh-bridge. 

3035.  How  are  tolls  collected  at  the  fairs? — There  are  two  men  at  each  gap;  one  man 
puts  down  the  description,  price,  and  number,  of  cattle,  &c.,  sold  in  a hook,  and  the  other 
receives  the  toll. 

3036.  Have  you  heard  of  any  charge  made  at  the  merchants’  stores  for  weighing  or 
porterage? — No,  I never  did.  If  the  sacks  are  not  tared  in  the  market,  they  are  fared  in 
the  merchants’  stores.  The  ticket  is  issued  in  the  market  without  the  weight  of  the  sack 
upon  it.  In  potatoes  we  make  no  deduction ; but  weigh  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  pounds  to 
the  stone.  Butter  is  weighed  at  standing  beam,  with  one  pound  weight ; we  deduct  eight 
pounds  beamage  for  each  hundred-weight.  Wool  is -weighed  standing  beam ; one  pound 
is  the  smallest  weight  used ; and  four  pounds  beamage  are  deducted  on  every  pack,  and 
also  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  pack,  with  eight  pounds  tret  on  every  twenty  stone. 
It  takes  about  two  pounds,  in  large  draughts  of  corn,  to  bring  the  scales  from  standing 
beam  down  to  the  ground — they  are  about  eighteen  inches  from  the  ground.  A stone 
consists  of  fourteen  pounds,  except  in  potatoes  and  wool,  which  consists  of  sixteen  pounds ; 
a hundred-weight  is  always  112  pounds. 

3037.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  county  or  district  ? There 

is  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  county,  but  he  does  not  act,  not  being 
paid  by  the  Grand  Jury;  we  adjust  the  market-weights  and  beams  every  six  weeks. 

3038.  Do  you  not  think  that  all  agricultural  produce  ought  to  be  weighed  at  standing 
beam,  with  one  pound  weight,  abolishing  all  deductions,  unless  the  actual  weight  of  the 
empty  sack  ? — I think  such  would  be  very  desirable,  and  the  buyer  could  not  object ; the 
farmer  does  not  now  get  a greater  price  on  account  of  the  deduction  made. 

3039.  How  do  you  charge  tolls  at  the  fairs? — We  charge  them  upon  cattle,  if  they  are  sold, 
when  going  out ; we  ask  their  driver  if  they  are  sold,  and  if  he  says  they  are  not,  we  take  his 
word,  and  do  not  require  him  to  clear  them  by  touching  a piece  of  paper  or  any  thing  else ; 
I think  that  under  the  present  system  a great  portion  of  the  cattle  sold  do  not  pay  tolls. 

3040.  W ould  you  be  in  favour  of  general  markets  all  over  the  country,  such  as  I described 
to  Mr.  Crowe  ? — -I  would. 

3041.  What  value  is  given  by  the  proprietor  for  the  market-tolls  he  receives  upon  butter, 
potatoes,  and  pigs  ? — The  only  value  given  is,  the  protection  the  farmer  has  in  having  his 
produce  honestly  weighed ; the  markets,  except  the  corn  market,  are  held  in  the  streets, 
and  not  in  any  enclosed  market-place ; they  ought  to  be  all  held  in  one  enclosed  place. 

3042.  Are  the  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  seller  ? — By  the  buyers  of  cattle  in  both  fairs 
and  markets,  and  by  the  seller  on  agricultural  produce. 

3043.  Are  potatoes  weighed  in  the  market  ? — They  are ; and  we  give  a docket  of  the 
weight  to  the  buyer  and  seller.  I beg  to  state,  that  the  books  in  which  we  enter  the  amounts 
received  for  the  tolls  at  the  fair,  only  show  what  is  sold,  not  what  is  brought  into  the  fair. 
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3044.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights,  measures,  and  tolls,  over 
the  whole  country  ? — I would ; weighing  by  one  uniform  mode,  such  as  the  ton,  hundred- 
weight, quarter,  and  pound,  would  be  of  the  greatest  advantage ; at  present,  from  the 
diversity  of  weights  in  barrels,  and  the  deductions  made,  unless  you  are  perfectly  acquainted 
with  tho  usages  of  the  market,  you  cannot  tell  the  exact  value  of  agricultural  produce. 

James  Hely,  esq.,  examined. 

3045.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — I live  near  Ennis,  and  buy  and  sell  in  this  market. 

3046.  Do  you  concur  in  the  statements  of  the  witnesses,  or  have  you  any  suggestions  to 
offer  ? — I concur  generally  in  the  statements  of  the  witnesses ; I would  be  in  favour  of 
general  markets,  such  as  you  described  to  Mr.  Crowe,  and  would  have  all  corn  weighed  at 
standing  beam,  with  one  pound  weight,  and  make  no  deductions  from  the  gross  weight  of 
the  corn,  except  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack.  I think  there  ought  to  be  an 
assimilation  of  tolls,  weights,  and  measures,  over  tho  whole  country ; I think  if  a moderate 
toll  were  also  charged  upon  all  cattle  going  into  the  fair,  instead  of  upon  those  that  are 
sold  when  leaving  it,  such  would  bo  a great  improvement.  I also  agree  with  former  wit- 
nesses, that  the  proprietors  of  markets  and  fairs  should  provide  proper  accommodation  to 
the  public,  in  return  for  the  tolls  they  receive,  and,  unless  they  do  so,  they  should  not 
be  entitled  to  receive  any  tolls ; I should  say,  that  half  the  amount  of  tolls  charged  upon 
each  of  the  cattle  entering  the  fairs,  would  produce  as  large  a revenue  to  the  proprietors 
of  fairs,  as  the  present  system.  About  three  Irish  acres  would  be  required  for  the  fail’s 
and  markets,  and  the  limits  of  the  market  should  be  extended,  and  power  should  be  given 
to  Colonel  Wyndham  to  levy  tolls  out  of  the  borough,  beyond  his  present  limits.  I must 
also  say,  that  I think  an  inspector  of  butter  is  much  required  here : all  butter  should  be 
inspected  and  sold  by  weight ; a great  quantity  now  goes  to  Limerick ; a great  deal  of  it 
is  sold  by  lump,  which  is  a very  objectionable  way  of  selling  it,  and  is  much  complained  of. 
All  butter  should  be  weighed  and  inspected  before  sold.  There  are  great  frauds  practised 
by  the  present  system ; the  merchant  tries  to  rob  us,  and  we  try  to  rob  the  merchant. 
Firkins  arc  never  weighed  in  this  market ; crocks  of  butter  are  sometimes  weighed,  but 
very  seldom.  All  the  markets,  except  the  corn  market,  are  held  in  the  street. 

James  Rob,  esq. — I concur  in  all  the  statements  and  suggestions  of  Mr.  Hely. 

Timothy  Cullinan,  examined. 

3047.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  this  town. 

3043.  Have  you  any  statements  to  make,  or  suggestions  to  offer  ? — I quite  agree  with 
the  former  witnesses,  that  the  present  system  of  collecting  tolls  going  out  of  fairs  is  very 
objectionable.  The  general  system  of  administering  a sort  of  oath  to  clear  cattle  goin°- 
out  of  the  fair  is  not  practised  here,  but  is  so  in  other  fairs ; but  for  the  oath,  I think,  a 
great  number  would  not  pay.  I also  agree  in  thinking  proper  accommodation  should  be 
provided  by  the  proprietors  of  markets  and  fairs,  in  return  for  the  tolls  received ; that 
there  should  be  general  markets  established,  such  as  you  described  to  Mr.  Crowe,  and  that 
there  should  be  an  assimilation  of  tolls,  weights,  and  measures,  over  the  whole  country. 
The  butter  in  this  market  is  generally  sold  by  lump  ; aud  the  consequence  is,  a great  deal 
of  it  goes  to  Limerick,  where  it  is  properly  inspected  and  qualified.  We  who  make  good 
butter  cannot  get  a fair  price  for  it  here  ; a sworn  inspector  of  butter  should  be  appointed. 
The  Limerick  brand  may  be  altered,  and  frauds  practised  by  that  means,  but  the  farmer 
would  receive  a fair  price  for  his  butter.  I am  strongly  in  favour  of  weighing  all  agricul- 
tural produce  with  one  pound,  at  standing  beam,  and  making  no  other  deduction  from  the 
gross  weight,  but  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack.  I think  the  best  mode  of  selling 
all  over  Ireland  would  be  by  the  stone  : you  could  then  know,  without  any  trouble,  the 
price  of  agricultural  produce  all  over  the  country.  The  market  in  this  town  is  exceed- 
ingly well  conducted  and  managed ; the  want  of  additional  markets  is  the  only  thing  to  be 
complained  of ; and  the  mode  of  conducting  the  markets  has  been  vastly  improved  for  the 
last  eleven  years.  All  corn  should  be  weighed  in  the  market  scales  eveiywhere.  If  a small 
toll  were  to  be  lowed  upon  all  cattle  entering  fairs,  it  ought  to  be  charged  according  to 
their  age.  Pork  is  not  weighed  in  this  market ; the  accommodation  in  the  butter  market 
is  quite  insufficient — it  would  require  a statute  acre.  The  whole  of  the  markets  should 
be  quite  close  to  each  other,  as  a farmer  coming  into  the  town  often  brings  various  articles 
for  sale  on  the  same  day. 

William  Kmny  examined. 

3049.  Have  you  any  statement  to  make  ? — I concur  in  what  Mr.  Hely  has  said.  I also 
think  it  would  be  a great  advantage,  if  it  could  be  settled  that  neighbouring  fairs  should 
not  fall  upon  the  same  day  as  they  now  do.  Every  body,  no  matter  how  poor,  could, 
I think,  pay  a small  toll  upon  their  cattle  entering  the  fair.  I think  a good  sworn  inspector 
of  butter  should  be  appointed  in  the  butter  market. 

John  Moroney  examined. 

3050.  Do  you  wish  to  say  any  thing  upon  the  markets  ? — Yes ; I have  to  complain  that 
great  plundering  of  potatoes  goes  on  at  the  potato  market,  in  consequence  of  its  not 
being  enclosed. 


ENNIS, 

15i/i  November,  1802. 

249. 

Denis  Curtin. 

250. 

James  Hely,  esq. 


251. 

James  Rob,  esq. 

252 

Timothy  Cullinan. 


253. 

William  Kenny. 


254. 

John  Moroney. 
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ENNIS, 

15 lli  November,  1853. 

255 

J.  B.  Knox,  esq. 


256. 

John  Cullinan. 


257. 

William  Kean. 


J.  B.  Knox,  esq.,  examined. 

3051.  Do  you  concur  in  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  examined?— I concur  generally 
with  their  evidence.  I am  quite  of  opinion  that  all  corn  should  he  weighed  at  standing 
beam,  with  one  pound,  and  that  the  actual  weight  of  the  sack  should  be  the  only  deduction 
made  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn.  The  farmer  does  not  get  the  value  of  his  corn 
under  the  system  of  making  the  present  deductions  and  allowances.  No  fair  ought  to 
he  allowed  to  be  held  in  a town;  a proper  fair-green  should  ho  given  by  the  proprietor, 
or  he  should  not  be  allowed  to  receive  any  tolls  from  the  fairs.  The  market  accommodation 
in  this  town  is  quite  insufficient,  except  the  corn  market.  Before  Colonel  Wyndham  got  the 
markets,  great  plunder  went  on  in  all  the  markets,  for  want  of  being  held  in  an  enclosed  place. 
In  the  potato  market  it  is  necessary  for  a farmer  to  have  three  watches  and  one  seller  to 
each  load  of  potatoes,  to  prevent  their  being  stolen.  Land  for  the  markets  could  be 
easily  obtained,  and  tolls  charged,  under  a new  Act  of  Parliament,  by  which  powers 
to  take  land,  similar  to  the  railway  powers,  could  he  given.  Such  an  act  would  be  useful, , 
on  account  of  intermediate  interests  that  might  have  to  he  purchased.  The  inspector  of 
weights  and  measures  for  this  county  was  allowed  only  Is.  salary  by  the  Grand  Jury  of  the 
county,  and  therefore  the  inspection  of  weights  and  measures  in  the  town  is  neglected, 
and  which  is  a serious  loss  to  the  public. 

John  Cullinan  examined. 

3052.  Do  you  wish  to  make  any  suggestion  ? — I wish  to  say,  that  I think  badges  ought 
to  be  put  upon  all  the  porters  employed  in  the  corn  and  other  markets,  so  that  every 
person  could  know  whether  a man  belongs  to  the  market  or  not,  as  persons  not  belonging 
to  the  market  sometimes  demand  money  from  the  farmers,  pretending  that  they  arc  the 
porters  of  the  market ; and  if  they  could  be  distinguished  by  a badge,  as  I propose,  this 
could  not  occur. 

William  Kean  examined. 

3053.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  this  county.  I quite 
concur  in  the  various  statements  and  suggestions  given  by  the  witnesses. 


258.  Thomas  O'Connor  examined. 

as  O’Connor.  30 54  what  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a stone-mason ; I wish  to  observe,  that  fore- 
stalling goes  on  to  a very' great  extent  here  ; that  milk  coming  into  the  town  is  met  by  the 
forestalled,  and  bought  up  by  them;  1 cl.  worth  of  milk  cannot  be  bought  by  a poor 
man,  unless  from  the  forestalled.  Forestalling  causes  a great  increase  in  the  price  to  the 
poor  man.  It  is  bought  up  in  the  town  by  the  forestalled,  as  well  as  before  it  comes  into 
the  town.  The  milkwoman,  going  about  the  town  to  sell  milk,  has  a large  quart  for  buying, 
and  a small  one  for  selling  it,  besides  all  the  water  she  puts  into  it.  A market  jury  ought 
to  he  established  of  the  respectable  merchants.  It  would  be  no  use  to  appoint  any  of  the 
common  people,  as  they  would  take  bribes.  The  inspection  of  weights  and  measures  here 
is  not  carried  out  as  it  ought. 


TARBERT,  Tarbert,  November  16,  1852. 

I0i7i  November,  1852.  Robert  Leslie,  esq.,  examined. 

259.  3055.  Who  is  the  owner,  or  patentee,  of  this  market  and  fair  ?— I am  the  owner  and 

Robert  Leslie,  esq.  patentee  of  the  fairs  and  markets  held  in  this  town.  I do  not  know  the  date  of  the  patent, 
as  I never  saw  it,  but  believe  it  was  about  1645.  Under  the  patent  I am  entitled  to  collect 
tolls,  but  never  do  so. 

3056.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place,  and  are  there  a sufficient  number  of  beams, 
scales,  and  weights  provided  ? — There  is  no  enclosed  market-place  or  market-house ; there 
is  one  beam  and  scales  in  the  street,  kept  for  the  use  of  the  town.  There  are  no  tolls 
charged,  except  at  the  fairs. 

3057.  Is  there  a sworn  weighmaster ; and  is  all  the  corn  sold  in  the  town  weighed  in  the 
market? — There  is  a weighmaster  employed  by  me,  but  he  is  not  sworn.  There  is  no  corn 
weighed  at  the  market  scales ; it  is  all  weighed  in  the  stores  of  Mr.  Russell  and  Mr.  Spaight, 
■who  are  the  only  merchants  who  have  stores  in  this  town. 

3058.  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  the  year  ? — Four.  A fair  is  held,  viz.,  upon  the  12th 
of  April,  the  22nd  of  June,  the  12th  August,  and  the  11th  of  December,  in  each  year. 

$059.  Are  tolls  paid  going  out  of  the  fair  ? — Yes;  they  arc  paid  by  the  buyer  upon  the 
cattle  bought  by  him.  The  drivers  of  cattle,  going  out  of  the  fair,  are  asked  by  the  men 
at  the  gaps  if  the  cattle  are  sold;  and  if  they  say  they  are  not,  the  collector  asks  them  to 
say,  on  their  soul,  the  cattle  have  not  been  sold,  and  do  not  require  them  to  clear  them  in 
any  other  way. 

3060.  Is  there  any  fair-green  ? — No,  there  is  not ; the  fairs  arc  held  in  the  street,  which 
is  quite  large  enough  for  them,  ar.d  was  made  wide  with  a view  to  accommodate  the  fair. 
The  tolls  collected  are  so  trifling  that  they  would  not  be  worth  providing  a fair-green  for. 
The  collector  of  tolls  is  my  steward.  The  tolls  of  the  fair  do  not  exceed  £4,  by  Griffith’s 
valuation.  Vegetables,  such  as  turnips,  are  almost  the  only  articles  weighed  in  the  market. 
Tolls  are  not  charged  in  the  market,  but  there  is  a charge  for  weighing.  The  weighmaster 
keeps  the  amount  he  receives  for  weighing,  as  he  has  no  salary. 

3061.  Is. there  any  charge  made  for  weighing  at  the  merchants’ stores ? — No;  there  is 
no  charge  made  there  for  weighing  or  porterage.  There  is  a good  deal  of  corn  sold  at  the 
merchants’  stores,  and  I never  heard  any  complaints  of  the  weighing  there. 
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John  Callaghan  examined. 

3062.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Tarbert.  I am  the  weighmaster  here  of  the  market; 
I weigh  for  Mr.  Leslie.  I never  weighed  any  corn  in  the  market  scales. 

306.'!.  What  are  your  charges  for  weighing? — I charge  \d.  a stone  for  potatoes;  very 
little  comes  to  be  weighed.  Turnips  are  chiefly  what  I weigh,  and  I charge  1 d.  a hundred- 
weight for  weighing  them.  I would  weigh  fifteen  stone  for  2 d or  3d.  I do  very  little 
weighing  of  any  kind. 

3064.  Do  you  keep  a book,  and  give  a docket  to  the  buyer  or  seller? — No,  I do  not; 
however,  if  the  seller  asked  for  a docket,  I would  give  it  to  him.  I generally  chalk  the 
weight  of  the  draught  upon  the  scales. 

3065.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  market? — We  weigh  potatoes  down 
weight.  Seven  pound  is  the  smallest  weight  used.  I would  throw  out  seven  pounds,  at 
standing  beam,  in  large  draughts.  The  farmer  might  thus  lose  seven  pounds  of  potatoes. 
I make  a deduction  for  beamage  in  large  draughts,  but  have  no  fixed  scale  for  calculating 
it.  The  whole  receipts  for  weighing  do  not  exceed  £5  a year. 

3066.  Do  you  not  think  every  proprietor  receiving  tolls  from  a fair  should  provide  a 
fair- green  ? — Yes,  if  the  tolls  were  worth  it.  The  whole  receipts  at  the  last  fair  held  here 
were  about  £18.  This  is  the  toll-board  we  use  at  the  fairs. — {Witness  produced  a toll- 
board,  of  which  the  following  is  a copy .] 

Rate  of  Customs  paid  at  Tarbert  Pair. 


Cows, 

Sheep, 

r^, 

Slips, 


Standings,  . 
Tents, 

Tables  and  cars, 


d. 


TARBERT, 

10tli  November,  1852. 

260. 

John  Callaghan. 


3067.  Have  you  any  toll-board  for  the  market  ? — No,  there  is  no  toll-board  for  the 
market. 


Daniel  Fitzgibbon  examined. 

261. 

3068.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I manage  for  Mr.  Russell  in  his  stores  in  this  town.  -Qaniel  Fitz„ibl)0n. 
I buy  for  him  about  10,000  ban-els  of  corn  in  the  year,  which  is  brought  to  his  stores  and 
weighed  there.-  We  charge,  for  porterage,  la!,  per  hundred-weight.  Four  pound  is  the 
smallest  weight  used,  and  we  weigh  down  weight ; that  is,  the  beam  must  have  a cast. 

We  deduct  seven  pounds,  beamage,  in  a barrel  of  wheat,  and  six  pounds,  beamage,  in  a 
barrel  of  oats  and  barley,  and  we  always  tare  the  sack.  We  buy  by  the  stone.  A barrel  of 
wheat,  here,  weighs  twenty  stone ; a barrel  of  oats,  fourteen  stone ; and  a ban-el  of  barley, 
sixteen  stone  A stone-weight  always  consists  of  fourteen  pounds,  and  a hundred-weight  is 
always  112  pounds. 

3069-  D»  you  ever  hear  the  farmers  complain  of  weighing  in  the  private  stores  ? — No ; 
the  system  of  weighing  in  Mr.  Spaight’s  stores  is  the  same  as  in  ours ; we  give  a ticket  to 
the  seller,  upon  which  the  deduction  is  calculated. 

3070.  What  quantity  of  corn  do  you  suppose  is  sold  in  this  town  in  a year? — About 
35,00ti  barrels  is  sold  at  the  two  stores. 

3071.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 
efficient  staff,  aud  under  the  supervision  of  a sworn  weighmaster,  in  which  all  the  agricul- 
tural produce  brought  into  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I would  not  object  to  it. 

3072.  Would  you  not  be  in  favour  of  weighing  all  agricultural  produce  at  standing 
beam,  with  one  pound  weight,  and  making  no  other  deduction  from  the  gross  weight,  except 
the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack  ? — 1 would ; the  price  could  be  regulated  accordingly, 
and  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  farmer. 

3073.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  assimilation  of  tolls,  weights,  and  measures,  over  the 
whole  country  ? — I would. 

3074.  Do  you  pay  for  the  broken  pounds  in  a draught  of  corn? — No  ; we  do  not. 


Thomas  George  Hill  examined. 

3075.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Spaight,  and  buy  corn 
for  him  in  this  market;  the  whole  of  what  we  buy  in  the  market  is  weighed  at  Mr.  Spaight’s 
store. 

3076.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  at  Mr.  Spaight’s  store? — We  make  the  same 
deductions  as  are  made  at  Limerick ; we  weigh  down  weight  in  the  same  manner,  making 
the  same  deductions  as  are  made  in  Mr.  Russell’s  stores ; we  do  not  pay  for  the  broken 
pounds. 

3077.  What  quantity  of  corn  do  you  buy  in  the  year? — We  buy  about  25,000  barrels. 
In  this  year,  up  to  the  present  time,  we  have  bought  about  10,000  barrels. 

3078.  IIow  many  barrels  do  you  think  are  purchased  in  this  market? — I do  not  think 
there  are  more  than  35,000  altogether  ; Mr.  Russell  and  Mr.  Spaight  are  the  only  buyers. 

3079-  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  such  as  I described  to  the  last 
witness? — I decidedly  should ; the  honest  merchant  could  not  object,  and  it  would  give 
more  confidence  to  the  farmer ; and- it  would  be  a very  great  matter  to  get  a faithful  man  at 
the  public  scales.  I would,  also,  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  tolls,  weights,  and  measures 
all  over  the  country ; such  a system  would  be  wished  for  by  every  respectable  merchant, 
and  also,  Lie  system  you  propose  of  weighing  at  standing  beam,  with  one  pound  weight, 


232. 

Thomas  George  Hill. 
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Thomas  George  Hill. 


263. 

William  Sauiles,  esq. 
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George  Hewson,  esq. 
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and  making  no  other  deduction  than  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack  ; such  would  be 
the  same  thing  to  the  merchant,  and  would  have  the  effect  of  giving  confidence  to  the 
farmer  ; it  would  save  him  much  computation,  and  he  would  get  the  full  value  of  his  corn. 
There  is  one  thing,  however,  that  I must  mention,  that  after  it  is  weighed  in  the  public 
scales,  some  of  the  corn  may  be  stolen  out  of  the  cart,  and  therefore,  the  merchant  will  have 
to  weigh  it  again  when  it  reaches  his  store.  There  ought  to  be  a market-day  fixed,  when 
the  merchant  would  come  to  buy,  and  the  farmer  to  sell. 


William  Sandes,  esq.,  examined. 

3080.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Near  Tarbert. 

3081.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer? — I think  more  fairs  ought  to  be  established 
in  the  year : there  is  no  fair  between  the  12th  of  August  and  December;  I would  have 
five  fairs  held  in  the  year,  instead  of  the  four  now  held  ; at  the  same  time,  I do  not  think 
there  would  be  sufficient  stock  for  monthly  fiiirs;  there  is  a fair  held  in  January,  which  is 
not  in  the  patent : I would  have  this  fair  held,  and  five  others,  the  two  fairs  in  addition  to  the 
four  held  under  the  patent,  would  be,  one  to  be  held  on  the  1st  of  October,  and  the  one  now 
held  in  January. 

3082.  Would  you  approve  of  the  establishment  of  a general  market  such  as  1 described 
to  the  first  witness  ? — l would  ; the  scales  in  the  private  stores  here,  are,  I believe,  as  correct 
as  possible,  but  still  I think,  weighing  in  the  public  scales  is  much  preferable,  as  confidence 
between  buyer  and  seller  would  thus  be  better  established. 

3083.  Is  there  much  butter  sold  in  this  market  ? — There  is  some  butter  sold  here  ; but 
it  is  always  sold  by  lump,  and  none  by  -weight. 


Ballylongford,  November  16,  1852. 

George  Hewson,  esq.,  examined. 

3084.  Where  do  you  reside? — Near  this  town:  I am  the  agent  of  St.  John  Thomas 
Blacker,  the  owner  of  this  town. 

3085.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  is  this  market  held  ? — Under  a patent  got  within 
the  last  eight  months  this  market  is  established,  and  under  the  same  patent  a fortnightly 
fair  has  also  been  established ; but  I do  not  think  a fair  is  required  so  often  as  once 
a fortnight : Mr.  St.  John  Thomas  Blacker  is  the  patentee  of  these  fairs  and  markets. 

3086.  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market-days  ? — The  corn  market 
is  held  every  day,  the  butter  market  every  Friday. 

3087.  Are  there  any  tolls  levied? — No;  there  are  no  tolls  whatsoever  levied  at  either 
the  fail's  or  mai'kets. 

3088.  Is  there  a sworn  weighmaster  appointed,  and  are  there  a sufficient  number  of 
beams,  scales,  and  weights  in  the  market? — There  is  a sworn  weighmaster,  ami  there  arc, 
I think,  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  weights,  and  scales  in  the  market. 

3089.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place,  and  is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce 
confined  to  it? — There  is  no  enclosed  market-place,  nor  fair- green ; both  markets  and 
fairs  are  held  in  the  streets.  Mr.  Blacker  requested  I would  give  the  Commissioners 
this  letter,  which  embodies  his  views  on  the  matter,  and  regretted  extremely  that  he  was 
unable  to  attend  the  inquiry  this  day.  [ Witness  handed  in  a letter  of  which  thejollmuing 
is  a copy]  : — 

Sackville-street  Club,  .Dublin, 
November  15,  1852. 

Sir, I regret  that  I am  unable  to  be  present  at  your  investigation,  on  the  16th  inst., 

at  Bally longford  market.  The  market  has  been  only  lately  established— the  patent  being 
granted  in  June  last ; a considerable  corn  market  has  always  existed  there,  and  in  asking 
for  a patent,  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  many  complaints  made  to  me  of  the  unfair 
weights ; such  complaints  were  made  to  me  both  by  the  farmers  and  also  by  the  more  re- 
spectable class  of  merchants,  as  a respectable  merchant  could  not  come  into  the  market  and 
give  as  high  a price  per  stone,  weighing  fairly,  as  a dealer,  who  was  less  scrupulous  about 
weights.  During  the  last  four  years  I have  been  endeavouring  to  get  the  farmers  to  come 
into  the  public  scale,  and  have  continued  keeping  the  public  scale  ofen,  although  at  some 
loss  to  myself,  in  consequence  of  its  not  being  made  a general  practice  ot  the  fanners  to 
come  in  and  have  their  corn  weighed,  which  is  very  much  in  consequence  of  the  buyers 
preferring  weighing  in  their  own  scales  ; I believe  that  the  taking  out  of  the  patent,  and 
having  the  market  legalized,  has  been  the  means  of  having  some  more  corn  than  usual 
weighed  in  tbe  public  scale. 

But  until  it  is  compulsory  to  a farmer  to  go  to  the  public  scale  to  weigh,  before  selling 
to  a merchant,  the  whole  transaction  may  be  liable  to  abuse ; I would  suggest  this  mode, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  possible  collision  between  the  weighmaster  and  any  one  merchant. 
In  the  establishment  of  a butter  market  at  Ballylongford  this  year  I was  enabled  to  have 
that  carried  out,  and  seemed  to  work  well,  although  but  few  buyers  attended,  this  being 
the  first  season. 

The  butter,  when  brought  into  the  market,  was  at  once  brought  to  the  public  scale  and 
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weighed,  free  of  any  charge,  and  the  weight  marked  on  the  firkin  when  it  was  exposed  for 
sale.  In  T .is towel,  and  other  butter  markets  in  that  district,  the  butter  has  not  been 
weighed,  but  sold  by  lump. 

I have  the  honour  to  he,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

St.  John  T.  Blacker. 

To  the  Commissioner  of  Fairs  and  Markets. 


BALLYLONGFORD 
10 th  November,  1852. 

284. 

George  Hewson,  es<j. 


3090.  Is  butter  sold  by  weight  or  lump  in  this  market  ? — It  is  at  present  sold  by  weight ; 
it  used  to  be  sold  by  lump,  and  is  at  present  sold  by  lump  at  Listowel  and  the  other  neigh- 
bouring towns;  the  butter  market  was  established  here  only  this  year;  I consider  the 
selling  by  lump  is  a bad  system  ; Mr.  Blacker  pays  a man  here  to  inspect  and  weigh  the 
butter  sold  in  this  town  ; it  is  all  now  weighed  in  the  market. 

3091.  Is  there  any  deduction  made  on  butter  sold  and  weighed  in  this  market? — No; 
there  is  not  any  deduction  for  beamage  or  any  thing  else  ; the  present  system  I consider 
unobjectionable  ; it  is  so  well  inspected  that  the  market-brand  of  this  market  stands  higher 
in  London  than  that  of  almost  any  other  town  in  the  south  of  Ireland ; as  a proof  of  this, 
butter  marked  first  in  this  market  sells  in  London  for  90s.,  when  first  quality  of  Limerick 
branded  butter  will  only  bring  78s.  there;  the  only  deduction  ever  made  in  weighing 
butter  here  is  the  actual  tare  of  the  cask. 

3092  Mow  many  firkins  are  sold  in  the  week  in  this  market? — About  fifty  or  sixty  ; but 
I have  known  200  sold  in  one  day  ; at  first  the  Limerick  dealers  would  not  buy,  as  it  was 
sold  by  weight. 

3093.  Is  there  a fair-green  ? — No  ; the  fail’s  here  are  held  in  the  public  street. 

3094.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  proprietor  of  a fair  should  provide  a fair-green  to 
accommodate  the  public  ? — I do  ; as  I think  a fair-green  would  be  more  convenient  than 
the  street  for  holding  a fair. 

3095.  Can  you  give  any  information  as  to  the  proportion  of  cattle  sold  and  unsold  in  the 
fairs  ? — I cannot;  with  regard  to  the  corn  sold  to  the  merchants  in  the  stores,  I wish  to  add 
that  premiums  are  often  given  by  them  to  the  carmen,  to  induce  them  to  bring  the  corn 
they  have  for  sale  into  that  particular  store,  a practice  which  I think  is  very  objectionable. 

A carman  told  me  he  sold  a load  of  barley,  and  got  2s.  for  himself.  I have  heard  that  Mr. 

Blair  represented  to  Mr.  Blacker,  that  it  was  difficult  to  purchase  here,  on  account  of  the 
frauds  practised,  and  in  consequence  Mr.  Blacker  had  the  present  market  established;  I 
think  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  charge  a smaller  toll  upon  all  cattle  entering  fairs, 
instead  of  charging  the  usual  one  upon  those  only  that  are  sold  leaving  it. 

3096.  Do  you  not  think  that  all  corn  should  be  weighed  at  standing  beam  with  one  pound 
weight,  and  that  no  deduction  should  be  made  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn,  but  the 
actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack  ? — I do  ; I think  the  present  , system  of  deducting  beamage 
upon  all  corn  coming  into  the  market,  is  a premium  upon  bringing  it  in  dirty,  as  the  same 
deduction  will  be  made,  however  clean  it  may  be  brought  in.  I knew  a case  where  a party 
sent  in  corn  well  cleaned,  and  only  got  the  price  of  dirty,  being  charged  the  full  amount 
of  beamage,  and  he  every  time  after  sent  it  in  dirty,  and  got  the  same  price  for  it. 

John  Dolan  examined.  265. 

3097.  Where  do  you  reside  and  what  is  your  occupation? — I live  in  Ballylongford,  and  John  Dolan, 
am  sworn  weighmaster  of  this  market ; I do  not  get  any  salary  for  acting  as  such  ; I am 

assistant  clerk  to  Mr.  Hewson,  the  agent  of  the  property,  and  account  to  him  for  all  I 
receive. 

3098.  Is  all  agricultural  produce  sold  in  this  towm,  weighed  in  the  market  scales  ? — No; 
a large  portion  of  it  is  weighed  in  the  merchants’  stores,  there  is  one  set  of  beams,  scales, 
and  weights  in  the  market,  which  are  sufficient  for  the  quantity  of  corn  at  present  brought 
to  be  weighed  in  them,  but  would  not  be  sufficient  if  all  the  corn  bought  in  the  town  were 
weighed  in  the  market. 

3099.  What  are  your  charges  for  weighing  corn  ? — I charge  \d.  for  weighing  draughts 
of  corn  under  twenty  stone,  and  \d.  for  twenty  stone  and  upwards ; I never  charge  more 
than  Id.  for  weighing  any  draught  of  corn.  I have  been  appointed  weighmaster  only  about 
a fortnight  ago.  There  is  no  other  charge  made  upon  any  article  weighed  in  the  market. 

There  is  no  charge  for  butter. 

3100.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  market  ? — I weigh  down  weight;  four  pounds 
is  the  smallest  weight  used,  it  is  four  pounds  or  nothing.  I do  not  make  up  the  deductions 
upon  the  ticket,  given  at  the  time  of  weighing.  It  only  shows  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn; 

I deduct  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack,  when  it  returns  from  the  merchants’  stores. 

The  deductions  made  in  the  merchants’  stores  for  beamage  are  seven  pounds  upon  twenty 
stone  of  wheat,  seven  pounds  upon  sixteen  stone  of  barley,  and  seven  pounds  on  oats. 

3101.  Do  you  keep  a book,  in  which  you  enter  the  nature  and  quantity  of  all  articles 
weighed  in  the  market,  and  does  the  buyer  or  seller  receive  a copy  of  such  entries  from 
you  ? — I keep  a book,  in  which  I only  enter  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn.  I could  not 
give  Government  a return  of  the  statistics  of  the  market,  as  I do  not  even  enter  the  price. 

I give  a docket  to  the  seller,  upon  which  I enter  the  name  of  the  seller,  and  the  gross 
weight  of  the  corn.  I keep  the  docket  until  the  sacks  return  from  the  merchants’  stores, 
when  I deduct  the  actual  weight  of  the  sacks  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  com,  and  enter 
it  upon  the  ticket.  If  the  ticket  I give  were  lost,  I could  not  give  a duplicate.  I never 
make  up  the  ticket  deducting  beamage.  I now  produce  the  book  in  which  the  gross  weight 
is  entered  by  me.  All  corn  is  sold  by  the  stone  or  barrel. 
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265. 

John  Dolan. 


286. 

Patrick  Boland. 


3102.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  potatoes? — I weigh  down  weight,  sixteen  pounds 
to  the  stone;  the  scale  must  touch  the  ground  The  smallest  weight  used  in  weighing 
potatoes,  is  four  pounds ; a seller  weighing  would  not  lose  four  pounds.  1 weigh  to  the 
pound — for  instance,  six  stone  eleven  pounds,  would  be  six  stone  ten  pounds  ; one  pound 
would  be  deducted  on  a draught.  It  a load  of  potatoes  was  weighed  1 would  call  out  the 
odd  pounds.  There  is  no  beamage  deducted,  but  each  stone  is  calculated  at  sixteen 
pounds  instead  of  beamage.  Potatoes  are  usually  sold  by  the  stone.  In  weighing  butter 
we  weigh  standing  beam,  with  one  pound,  and  make  no  deductions.  The  cooper  marks 
the  weight  of  the  cask  before  it  is  filled  with  butter. 

3103.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter  appointed  ? — There  is. 

3104.  Is  butter  sold  by  weight  or  lump?— It  is  generally  sold  by  weight;  I make  no 

charge  for  weighing  butter.  . , 

3105.  Does  a stone  weight  always  consist  of  fourteen  pounds?— It  does  ; except  m tno 
case  of  potatoes  and  wool ; but  no  wool  is  ever  weighed  by  me. 

3106.  Does  a hundred- weight  always  consist  of  1 la  pounds?—  It  does. 

3107.  What  proportion  of  the  corn  sold  in  the  town  is  weighed  by  you  /—About  a 

quarter.  , 

3108.  How  many  men  are  employed  by  you  in  the  market  ?— There  are  two  men  at  the 
scales,  and  two  weighmasters.  I make  no  charge  in  large  draughts  at  all  in  the  market, 
except  Id.  for  every  twenty  stone  of  corn  weighed  in  the  public  scales;  the  beamage  is 
always  deducted  in  the  merchants’  stores. 

Patrick  Boland  examined. 

3109.  Where  do  you  reside,  and  what  is  your  occupation? — I reside  in  this  town,  and 
buy  corn  for  a Scotch  house,  for  Mr.  Blair,  of  Kilrush. 

3110.  Do  you  weigh  the  corn  you  purchase  at  your  stores,  or  at  the  public  market  .— 

I generally  weigh  it  at  the  stores;  but  if  the  seller  wishes  it,  he  can  weigh  it  in  the  public 
scales.  I charge  nothing  at  the  stores  for  weighing.  .... 

3111.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  at  Mr.  Blair’s  stores? — W e weigh  corn  down 

weight ; four  pound  is  the  lowest  weight  used ; the  scale  must  touch  the  ground ; we 
deduct  seven  pounds  beamage  on  a barrel  of  wheat,  and  six  pounds  on  a barrel  of  oats ; 
we  always  tare  the  empty  sack,  and  deduct  its  actual  weight  from  the  gross  weight  of  the 
corn ; we  make  no  other  deduction  of  any  kind ; we  do  not  pay  for  the  odd  pounds  above 
the  half  stone.  . 

3112.  Would  vou  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 
efficient  staff,  and  under  the  supervision  of  a sworn  weiglimaster,  in  which  all  the  agricul- 
tural produce  sold  in  the  town,  should  be  sold  and  weighed? — I would;  but  the  mer- 
chant might  lose  by  it,  as  some  of  the  corn  might  be  plundered  and  stolen  after  leaving  the 
market,  but  of  course  he  could  weigh  it  afterwards  ; and,  therefore,  I would  not  object  to 
its  being  sold  and  weighed  in  the  market ; at  the  same  time  I must  say,  that  the 
people  are  well  satisfied  to  weigh  at  my  stores. 

3113.  W ould  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  tolls,  weights,  and  measures,  over 
the  whole  country? — I would;  I think  it  would  be  much  the  best  way  to  sell  corn  always 
by  the  stone  and  hundred-weight ; as  at  present  it  would  be  impossible  to  tell  by  the 
market-notes  the  price  of  corn  in  the  different  markets  of  Ireland. 

3114.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  all  agricultural  produce  at  standing  beam, 
with  one  pound  weight,  and  making  no  other  deduction  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn, 
except  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack  ? — 1 would.  The  objection  might  lie,  that  the 
farmer  might  bring  in  damaged  corn;  but  even  under  the  present  system  if  the  corn  is 
damaged,  and  not  equal  to  the  sample,  in  addition  to  the  beamage,  we  cut  it  and  make 
a deduction  from  the  price.  I think  the  system  of  weighing  you  speak  of  ought  to  be 
established  all  over  the  country. 

31 15.  What  quantity  of  corn  do  you  buy  in  a week  ? — About  1,000  barrels  of  oats  some 
weeks.  There  are  about  2,000  barrels  altogether  sometimes  sold  in  this  market  in  a week. 

3116.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  of  the  weighing  in  the  merchants  stores  . . 
Never;  although  I must  confess  that  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  affords  facilities 
for  frauds. 


TRALEE. 

17  Ih  November,  1802. 

267. 

N.  Donovan,  esq. 


Tralee,  November  17,  1852. 

Nicholas  Donovan,  esq.,  examined. 

3117.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  this  town;  I am  a merchant,  and  one  of  the  trustees 
and  directors  of  the  public  market  held  here. 

3118.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  is  this  market  held  ? — The  present  markets  were 
established  under  the  provisions  of  the  Joint  Stock  Companies  Act,  passed  in  the  7th  and 
8th  year  of  her  present  Majesty.  Under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  a number  of  persons 
joined  together,  under  the  name  of  the  Incorporated  Merchants  of  Tralee,  and  established 
the  present  market-place,  and  erected  sheds,  beams,  scales,  and  other  accommodation 
necessary  for  carrying  on  the  market.  The  stock  of  the  Company  was  divided  into  shares 
of  £20  each,  and  no  shareholder  was,  by  the  deed  of  settlement,  allowed  to  take  more  than 
five  shares.  The  Company  was  to  be  composed  of  two-thirds  landed  proprietors  and 
persons  interested  in  the  town,  and  one-third  merchants.  The  object  of  the  undertaking 
was,  that  the  merchants  could  have  public  scales  to  weigh  in,  and  each  shareholder  was 
limited  to  five  shares  in  order  to  put  beyond  question  that  they  did  not  join  the  Company 
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for  the  purpose  of  speculation.  Before  that  there  was  no  public  market  given  by  the 
patentee  of  the  market.  Tolls  and  customs  were,  notwithstanding,  levied  m the  public  vn 
streets  by  Sir  Edward  Denny,  the  lord  of  the  soil  and  the  patentee  of  the  fairs  and 
markets;  and  tolls  were  also  levied  on  Tuesdays  by  the  Corporation.  The  Corporation  K 
have  a right  to  hold  one  fair,  and  Sir  Edward  Denny  three  fairs,  in  which  tolls  are  levied. 

I do  not  know  whether  Sir  Edward  Denny  had  a patent  or  not.  Tolls  are  still  levied  by 
both  these  parties.  The  tolls  are  charged  and  paid  whether  the  articles  are  sold  or  not ; 
they  are  levied  within  our  market-place  on  their  respective  market-days  by  each  of  these 
parties,  and  no  value  or  return  given  by  either  for  the  tolls  they  receive.  There  was  some 
time  ago  a collision  between  the  trustees  of  the  market  and  Mr.  William  Denny,  who  then 
established  a fair-green,  where  the  fairs  are  now  held.  This  fair-green  was  given  only 
about  four  months  ago,  and  three  fairs  have,  up  to  the  present  time,  been  held  in  it.  By  a 
compromise  with  Mr.  Denny,  the  Town  Commissioners,  in  whom  the  fairs  are  vested 
since  the  Municipal  Corporation  Act,  have  the  use  of  the  fair-green  for  holding  their  fairs. 
There  are  four  fairs  held  in  it— one  belonging  to  the  Town  Commissioners,  and  three  ot 
Sir  Edward  Denny's.  The  Town  Commissioners  are  entitled  to  hold  a fair  only  upon  the  4th 
of  August.  Mr.  Denny  has  agreed,  upon  the  part  of  Sir  Edward  Denny,  to  give  £50  a-year 
to  the  Town  Commissioners  out  of  the  tolls  he  receives,  for  the  improvement  of  the  town. 
The  company  which  formed  the  market  is  a private  company.  The  1 own  Commissioners 
co-operate  with  the  market  company,  and  keep  the  town  clean,  out  of  the  tolls  coUected. 
The  tolls  of  his  markets  and  fairs  are  leased  by  Sir  Edward  Denny  to  a Mrs.  I eg  Murphy, 
and  the  Commissioners  leased  the  tolls  of  their  fairs  and  markets  to  the  same  person.  She 
pays  to  the  Commissioners  £10  per  annum  for  their  tolls;  1 d.  in  the  crown  is  the  toll 
charge  on  all  corn  sold  for  home  consumption.  The  Market  Company  do  not  demand  a 
toll,  but  charge  for  supplying  a standing-place  for  a horse  and  cart,  and  the  use  ot  the 
scales,  and  weighing,  and  other  conveniences  of  their  market. 

3119  Are  tolls  charged  upon  agricultural  produce  whether  sold  or  not  r I believe  no 
corn  is  charged  tolls  in  this  market  unless  it  is  sold  and  consumed  m the  town.  It  it  is 
sold  to  the  merchants  for  exportation  there  is  no  toll  charged  upon  it.  lhe  I own  Com- 
missioners have  the  old  patent  of  the  former  Corporation  vested  in  them,  under  the 
Municipal  Act.  1 have  seen  a copy  of  the  patent  of  the  former  Corporation,  and  think  1 
have  it  somewhere  in  my  possession  ; I will  produce  it.  It  was  produced  by  the  Key.  A r. 
Rowan  in  court  to  prove  the  right  of  the  burgesses  to  register.  I could  not  say  whether 
it  was  a grant  of  the  market  or  the  old  charter  of  the  Corporation.  The  Town  Commis- 
sioners often  wanted  to  see  Sir  Edward  Denny’s  patent,  but  could  not  see  it,  I believe 
some  of  the  tolls  levied  by  Sir  Edward  Denny  are  not  authorized  to  be  levied  under  his 
patent ; 1 produce  what  I believe  is  a copy  of  the  old  grant  to  the  Corporation  By  this 
it  appears  that  the  Corporation  are  authorized  to  hold  a market  on  every  Tuesday,  and  a 
fair  on  the  Feast  of  St.  James,  if  the  day  does  not  fall  on  Sunday.  At  present  these  aie 
vested  in  the  Town  Commissioners. 

William,  Carroll  examined. 

3120.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— 1 am  the  clerk  ot  the  Incorporated  Company  of  Mer- 

C,31?1  .°Hav^v<m  any  statements  to  make  as  to  any  matters  connected  with  the  Market 
Company  ?— I bee  to  state  that  the  class  of  persons  levying  tolls  for  Sir  Edward  Denny  m 
this  town  are  of  a very  disreputable  character.  These  persons  often  extort  more  On% 
are  entitled  to.  and  keep  it  for  themselves.  1 speak  now  of  the  persons  who  collect  the 
tolls  about  the  streets.  In  case  any  complaint  is  made  of  excessive  toU»  beanj .lev  ed  by 
anyone  in  the  market-place,  I have  him  put  out  of.it  at  once.  Toll  is  levied  on  com 
sometimes  whether  it  is  sold  or  not.  The  collectors  do  not  keep  books  except  m the  case 

3 122.U  What  h^the  toll  upon  butter?— One  penny  a Brkin.  Xo  return  is  made  to  any 

°n3123tl: AroAetoils  paid  by  the  buyer  or  seller  ?-The  seller  pays  the  tolls  on  market- 
da  vs  I must  state  that  several  complaints  were  made  to  me  of  more  being  charged  by 
the  collectors  than  they  arc  entitled  to.  I went  to  Mrs.  Murphy,  who  rents  the  tolls,  and 
told  her  of  Is  bein'*  charged  instead  of  6d.,  which  was  the  proper  charge.  If  a farmer  did 
not  nay  these  demands,  he  was  seized  and  roughly  handled ; I have  seen  it  done  myself , 

1 ofteifsaw  the  farmer  assaulted  if  he  did  not  pay  what  they  chose  to  ask.  I will  furnish 
a fist  of  the  charges  made  in  the  market,  independent  of  tolls— LTheJolhwing  u the  fat 
sent  by  witness]  : — 

Schedule  of  tlie  Incorporated  Merchants  of  Tralee  Company’s  Market  Charges. 


Corn,  weighed,  per  14  stone, 
„ not  weighed,  per  load, 
Potatoes,  per  10  stone, 

„ load, 

Hay  and  straw,  per  load, 
Cabbage  ,, 

Turnips,  &c , „ 

Butter,  per  firkin, 

Turf,  per  large  load,  . 

,,  small  „ 


Horses  and  cows,  each, 

when  sold 

Twigs,  per  load, 

Furniture,  according  to  lot. 
Cabbage  dealers,  per  week, 

Meat  „ )j 

Potato  „ per  day  for 
Butchers’  stalls,  per  week, 
Weigh-bridge,  per  load, 


. 0 1* 
. 0 2 
ighing,  0 1 
. 1 0 


TRALEE, 

. November,  1852. 

267. 

Donovan,  esq. 


268. 

William  Carroll. 
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FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


TRALEE, 
nth  November,  1852 

268. 

William  Carroll. 


269. 

Denny,  esq. 


270. 

Mr.  Leahy. 


The  following  is  a Schedule  of  the  Tolls  and  Customs  claimed  by  Sir  Edward  Denny,  Bart.,  to 
be  payable  to  him  under  the  patent  granted  for  holding  the  May,  October,  November,  and  December, 
Fairs,  and  the  Saturdays’  Markets  in  the  Town  of  Tralee,  Co.  Kerry  : — 


Cow,  ox,  or  bull,  fair-days, 

„ market-days, 

Horse  or  mare, 

Sheep, 

Lambs,  from  January  to  July, 

Pigs,  .... 
Potatoes,  per  crown  value, 

Corn,  of  every  kind,  per  crown  value, 
Butter,  in  rolls,  „ 

Butter,  in  casks  or  parcels  „ 

Every  churn  of  sour  milk, 

Load  of  fish,  fruit,  and  straw,  each, 

„ brooms, 

„ eggs,  . 

„ scollops  or  laths, 

„ woodenware,  . 

„ fowl,  . 

„ vegetables, 


Signed 


s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

0 

6 

Hides,  each, 

6 

1 

0 

3 

Calf  and  goat  skins, 

0 

0 

6 

Horse -skins,  each, 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Flannel  or  frieze,  per  crown  value, 

0 

1 

0 

0|  1 

Two-year'-old  heifers,  . 

0 

1 

0 

. Yearling  calves, 

0 

0 

1 1 

Bags  of  feathers, 

0 

2 

0 

i ! 

„ wool,  . 

0 

2 

0 

i 1 

Oatmeal,  per  crown  value, 

0 

1 

0 

i 

Butchers’  stalls,  on  market-days, 

0 

o* 

0 

„ fair-days,  . 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Parcels  of  rabbits, 

, 0 

1 

0 

0£ 

„ stockings, 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Bee  hives, 

0 

0* 

0 

°5 

Hucksters’  standings,  on  fair  days, 

0 

0 

1 

„ market-days, 

, 0 

1 

0 

1 

Casks  of  tallow  or  lard, 

0 

0k 

0 

1 

Fresh  milk,  per  four  gallons,  . 

0 

oi 

behalf  of  Sir  Edward  Denny,  Bart., 

Pierce  Chutes. 


Search  being  made  amongst  the  Records  of  the  Peace  Office,  County  Kerry,  I find  the  foregoing  is 
acopy  of  tolls  and  customs  remaining  of  record  thereof,  which  I certify  this  25th  day  of  November, 

T.  Benner,  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Peace, 
County  Kerry. 


A Schedule  of  the  Articles  on  which  Custom  is  payable  to  the  Corporation  and  Borough  of 
Tralee. 


For  one  cow,  . . . .06 

„ horse,  . . . .06 

Sheep,  . . . .01 

Lambs,  from  January  to  July,  . .0  0^ 

„ July,  . . .0  1" 

Pigs,  market-days,  and  work-days,  . 0 2 
„ fair-days,  . . .03 

Potatoes,  per  crown  value,  . .03 

Corn,  of  any  kind,  „ . .03 

Butter,  in  rolls,  „ . .03 

„ casks,  or  small  parcels,  . 0 1 

Every  possession  of  milk,  . . 0 0| 

Loads  of  fish,  each,  . . .02 

„ fruit,  „ . . .02 

„ straw,  „ . . .02 

Horse-load 'of  brooms,  . . .02 

„ eggs,  . . .02 

„ scollops  and  laths,  . 0 2 
Loads  of  woodenware,  . . .02 

„ fowl,  . . . .02 


Loads  of  vegetables, 

Hides,  each, 

Calf  and  goat  skins, 

Horse-skin, 

Flannel,  frieze,  bandlelinen,  per  crown 
value, 

Two-year-old  heifers,  . 

Yearling 
Calves,  each,  . 

Bags  of  feathers, 

„ wool,  . 

Oatmeal,  per  crown  value, 

Butchers’  stalls,  market-days, 

„ fair-days, 

Parcels  of  rabbits, 

„ stockings, 

Bee  hives, 

Hucksters’  standings,  fair-days, 

„ Tuesdays  and  Saturdays, 
Cakes  of  tallow  and  lard,  each, 


0 0£ 


0 0* 
0 2 


0 1 
0 1 


Samuel  Morris,  High  Provost  of  Tralee. 

Search  being  made  amongst  the  Records  of  the  Peace  Office,  County  Kerry,  I find  the  foregoing  is 
a copy  of  tolls  and  customs  remaining  of  record  thereof,  which  I certify  this  25th  day  of  November, 

T.  Benner,  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Peace, 
County  Kerry. 


Denny,  esq.,  examined. 

3124.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  Clerk  of  the  Peace. 

3125.  Have  you  got  the  last  list  of  the  tolls  lodged  with  you  on  the  part  of  Sir  Edward 
Denny,  and  the  Tralee  Corporation  ? — I produce  here  the  list  of  the  tolls  lodged  with  me 
as  Clerk  of  the  Peace  on  the  part  of  Sir  Edward  Denny  and  the  Corporation  of  Tralee,  to 
which  they  are  respectively  entitled. 


Mr.  Leahy  examined. 

3126.  Have  you  any  information  to  give? — I beg  to  state  that  I was  charged  Is.  toll  for 
a horse  at  one  of  the  fairs  held  here,  while  5\d.  is  the  proper  toll  I should  have  been 
charged.  It  was  O’Donnell’s  man  charged  it,  at  one  of  Sir  Edward  Denny’s  fairs. 
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Mrs.  Peggy  Murphy  examined. 

3127.  You  rent  the  tolls  of  the  markets  ? — I do  ; I rent  tolls  from  Sir  Edward  Denny, 
and  the  Town  Commissioners  ; I pay  the  Town  Commissioners  a rent  of  £10  a-year,  and  Sir 
Edward  Denny  according  to  the  tolls  received  by  me ; from  £30  to  £40  is  the  rent  at  pre- 
sent paid  by  me.  1 do  not  hold  the  tolls  of  the  fairs  or  pig  market  from  Sir  Edward  Denny; 
James  O’Donnell  has  these. 

3128.  How  do  you  collect  the  tolls? — I levy  the  tolls  Saturdays  and  Tuesdays ; my 
brother’s  children  collect  the  tolls,  and  give  them  to  me  in  the  evening ; I never  heard  that 
they  levied  more  than  is  on  the  toll-board ; I hold  the  tolls  of  the  fairs  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners. 

3129.  What  toll  would  you  charge  for  a horse? — I would  charge  5d.  in  the  Commissioners’ 
fair.  I never  charged  Is.  for  a horse;  I can  depend  upon  the  toll-collectors.  On  potatoes  I 
charge  a \d.  to  the  crown ; they  tell  me  what  they  are  sold  for,  and  I then  make  the  charge. 
What  corn  goes  to  the  merchants’  stores  is  not  charged,  only  that  which  is  sold  for  home 
consumption. 

3130.  What  toll  do  you  chargo  upon  butter? — I charge  1 d.  a firkin;  the  toll  is  never 
charged  unless  the  article  is  sold.  I collect  tolls  on  butter  and  corn,  also  flannel  and 
frieze,  and  Id.,  for  a standing;  all  the  others  pay  1 d.  to  the  crown.  A cow  is  charged  3d. 
in  the  fair,  and  3d.  in  the  market ; a two-year-old  Id.,  a calf  %d.  My  brother’s  children 
collect  the  tolls  at  the  fairs;  they  live  out  of  town,  and  it  would  take  a long  time  to  have 
them  brought  here.  The  charge  upon  pigs  is  2 d.  each  at  the  Commissioners’  fairs. 

3131.  Would  you  charge  2c l.  upon  any  pig,  no  matter  how  small  it  was? — I would. 

3132.  Do  you  chargo  tolls  upon  all  butter,  whether  sold  for  home  consumption  or  not? 

I do  ; I charge  it  whether  for  exportation  or  not,  1 d.  a firkin;  I never  heard  of  a higher  toll 
being  levied  by  my  toll-collectors.  I rent  the  tolls  of  both  markets,  except  the  pig  market 
I get  the  tolls  on  cattle ; the  farmer  never  refuses  to  pay  the  tolls  demanded. 

3133.  Have  you  a toll-board  at  every  gap  of  the  fair-  ? — I have.  1 collect  the  tolls  in  the 
potato  market  on  market-days. 


James  O'Donnell  examined. 

3134.  Where  do  you  reside? — At  Ballyhereatty,  near  this  town. 

3135.  What  is  your  occupation? — I rent  from  Sir  Edward  Denny  the  tolls  of  the  three 
fairs  held  by  him,  and  the  pig-market  on  Saturdays.  I have  nothing  to  say  to  the  cattle 
upon  any  market-day  ; but  upon  Saturday,  I employ  one  man  to  collect  the  tolls  of  the 
pig-market. 

3136.  Is  there  an  enclosed  fair-green  ? — There  is  ; the  pig  market  also  is  held  in  a field. 
1 do  not  levy  the  full  tolls  marked  upon  the  toll-board. 

3137.  What  are  the  tolls  you  charge  in  the  fairs? — I charge  2 d.  on  each  pig;  6d.  for  a 
cow ; 'Id.  for  a two-year-old  heifer,  and  1 d.  for  a yearling ; 2 d.  for  a sheep ; 1 d.  for  lambs,  and 
6d.  for  a horse ; I never  charged  more  than  6c7.  for  a horse ; I never  charged  Is. 

3138.  What  class  of  men  collect  your  tolls? — My  father  collects  for  me,  and  four  other 
men.  There  is  one  responsible  person  at  each  gap  ; there  are  two  gaps  of  the  fair-green 
used. 

3139.  Have  you  a toll-board  posted  up  at  each  gap  ? — No  ; I have  only  one  toll-hoard, 
and  I had  no  toll-board  at  the  fair. 

3140.  By  what,  then,  do  the  collectors  levy  the  tolls  ? — The  persons  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  collecting  the  tolls,  know  what  to  charge.  The  board  produced  is  not  the  toll-board  I 
collect  by,  it  is  not  the  same;  6d.  is  the  toll  charged  for  cows  on  the  board  I collect  by ; I 
charge  2 d.  for  a two-year-old,  although  1 am  not  authorized  by  my  toll-board  to  charge 
more  than  1 d. 

3141.  When  did  you  get  your  toll  board? — I received  it  from  my  father  in-law,  who 
held  the  tolls  before  I did,  from  Mr.  Denny. 

3142.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  of  your  men  charging  Is.  for  a horse,  or  making  any 
other  charge,  higher  than  the  board  authorized  ? — No ; and  I do  not  believe  that  any  of 
them  ever  charged  Is.  for  a horse.  I never  heard  any  complaints  in  any  respect  of  any  of 
ray  collectors. 

3143.  Do  you  charge  2d.  a piece  for  pigs,  no  matter  how  small? — I do. 

3144.  If  there  were  a number  of  suckling  pigs  in  a cart,  would  you  charge  2d.  on 
each? — Yes. 

3145.  Do  you  levy  toll  upon  cattle  entering  or  leaving  the  fair? — I levy  it  upon  cattle 
that  have  been  sold  in  the  fair,  when  they  are  leaving  it.  The  mode  of  collecting  is  this:  my 
men  ask  the  driver  of  the  cattle  if  they  are  sold,  and  ho  holds  up  a bit  of  brown  paper,  and 
they  are  asked,  “ On  your  oath,  are  the  cattle  sold  or  not.”  I never  require  them  to  touch 
the  paper ; if  I do  not  believe  them,  I bring  them  before  a magistrate;  it'  I do  not  know  the 
man  and  have  reason  not  to  believe  his  statement,  I do  not  let  him  out. 

3146.  Did  you  ever  bring  a man  before  a magistrate  to  clear  his  cattle? — No,  I never 
did. 

3147.  Do  you  not  think  that  many  go  out  without  paying,  although  they  touch  the 
paper  ? — I think  there  are  many  that  do  so. 
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William  Denny,  esq.,  examined. 

3148.  You  are,  I believe,  agent  to  Sir  Edward  Denny,  the  patentee  of  some  of  the  fairs 

^3 K9^kUnd^^what°patent  or  authority  are  these  fairs  and  markets  held?— Under  an  old 
natent  of  which  I do  not  know  the  date.  The  market  and  October  fair  arc  held  under  a 
patent’of  Charles  I.  I do  not  know  the  particulars  of  the  patent  under  which  the  other 
fairs  and  markets  are  held,  but  there  is  a patent  tor  them.  ....... 

3150.  Is  there  any  schedule  of  tolls  attached  to  the  patent  ?— N o 5 I do  not  think  there  is. 

3151.  Do  you  know  from  what  and  by  whom  the  toll-board  was  made  out.— Ao  the 
-present  toll-board  was  printed  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  before  I became  agent  to  the 
property.  It  has  been  stated  by  some  of  the  persons  present  that  the  toll-collector  charges 
sometimes  higher  tolls  than  he  is  authorized  to  do  by  the  toll-board. 

315™  Do  you  know  if  such  is  the  case?-No;  I do  not,  but  of  course  any  one  who  is 
overcharged,  has  his  remedy  at  law.  I never  heard  any  complaints  made  that  such  was  done. 

3153.  The  present  toll-board  does  not  appear  to  agree  with  the  list  lodged  with  the  Cleik 
of  the  Peace  in  1S30  ; can  you  account  in  any  way  for  this?— I cannot  say  from  what  the 
list  lodged  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  was  made  out,  as  I was  not  at  that  time  agent  to  the 

1,1 3154  7 Have  you  ever  heard  that  it  is  the  custom  to  clear  the  cattle  going  out  of  the  fairs, 
by  requiring  the  drivers  to  take  an  oath  ?-I  have  heard  such  was  the  practice,  and  I believe 

the  same  custom  prevails  in  all  the  fairs  in  Ireland  ,, 

3155  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  better  to  charge  a moderate  toll  upon  all  cattle 
entering  the  fair,  and  that  the  owner  of  the  fair  should  provide  proper  accommodation  in 
return  ?— I fear  such  a system  would  give  great  dissatisfaction  to  many  people ; at  the  same 
time  I consider  the  present  mode  of  collecting  very  objectionable. 

3156.  What  tenure  has  O'Donnell  of  the  market  and  fairs  ?— 0 Donnell  does  not  rent 
the  whole  of  Saturday’s  market,  and  he  holds  only  the  pig  market  by  a yearly  agreement 

3157.  Tuesday’s  market  does  not,  I believe,  belong  to  Sir  Edward  Denny  .—No,  the 
Town  Commissioners  hold  the  Tuesday’s  market  and  one  fair  under  an  old  Corporation  grant 

3158  Sir  Edward  Denny  has  never  supplied  a market-place,  I believe  • No ; the  Mai ket 
Company  gave  the  present  market-place  to  the  town.  Sir  Edward  Denny  never  gave  one 
Until  the  Company  established  this  market,  there  was  no  enclosed  market-place.  At  the 
same  time  I must  state,  that  Sir  Edward  Denny  offered  to  the  town  two  and  a-lialf  lush 
acres,  for  ever,  for  a market-placed  It  lay  near  the  canal  stores,  but  it  was  not  accepted  by 

the  merchants  of  this  town.  x , e ,,  „ 

3159.  Is  there  any  return  or  value  given  to  the  public  by  the  patentees  of  the  markets 
for  the  tolls  they  receive?-No ; there  is  not.  Before  the  present  market  was  established 
Sir  Edward  Denny  supplied  scales,  but  they  were  not  sufficient  to  weigh  all  the  coi  n that 
was  sold  in  the  town.  I think  that  all  corn  sold  in  the  town  should  be  weighed  in  the 

^3 160.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 
efficient  staff,  and  under  the  supervision  of  a sworn  weighmaster,  in  which  all  the  agn<mf- 
tural  produce  sold  in  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ?— I would  ; I know  before  the 
present  market  was  established,  complaints  were  made  of  the  want  of  accommodation  in  the 

ma3l6l'  How  are  the  tolls  levied  by  Sir  Edward  Denny  in  the  present  market  ?— Soon  after 
the  market  was  established  by  the  Market  Company,  the  trustees  of  it  objected  to  have  our 
tolls  collected  in  their  market,  and  we  had  to  prove  our  right  to  levy  them  there.  1 he  way 
it  all  happened  was  this— there  was  resistance  made  to  the  payment  of  tolls  within  the 
Company’s  market.  I was  about  to  take  proceedings,  but  there  was  no  step  taken  beyond 
gettino-  counsel’s  opinion.  I was  applied  to  at  the  same  time  to  establish  a fair-green,  and 
the  opposition  to  the  tolls  in  the  market-place  just  then  grew  very  active  I stated  to  the 
market  trustees  I had  a right  to  collect  tolls,  and  we  would  create  a market  in  the  ground 
intended  for  the  fair-green,  and  if  they  resisted  the  tolls  in  the  market  any  longer,  we  would 
establish  a market  free  of  tolls  to  the  public,  and  give  every  accommodation  i he  Company 
knowino-  if  I did  so  that  the  public  would  take  advantage  of  my  proposal,  and  that  they 
would  not  then  be  able  to  keep  up  the  present  market,  there  was  then  an  application  made 
by  the  Commissioners  for  monthly  fairs,  which  were  not  to  be  free  of  toll ; the  application 
was  made  to  the  Government,  and  Sir  Edward  Denny  also  applied  to  the  Government  to 
refuse  them,  and  the  result  was,  that  the  Government  refused  to  grant  the  monthly  fairs,  as 
interfering  with  the  rights  under  Sir  Edward  Denny’s  patent.  It  was  at  this  time  that  we 
offered  the  use  of  the  fair-green  to  the  Town  Commissioners,  and  that  we  agreed  to  pay 
them  £50  a-year,  out  of  what  we  received  from  the  fairs  and  markets. 

.3162.  Iam  informed  by  Mr.  Donovan  that  this  payment  is  in  arrear  for  the  last  three 
years  ?— It  is  not  in  arrear.  It  is  true  that  it  has  not  been  paid  for  the  last  three  years ; 
but  I must  correct  the  statement  of  Mr.  Donovan.  I refuse  to  pay  the  £150  now  due,  and  1 
will  not  pay  it  till  the  Commissioners  pay  the  £50  due  by  them  to  Sir  Edward  Denny.  As 
soon  as  they  pay  me  the  £50  they  owe  Sir  Edward  Denny,  I will  send  a cheque  for  £l  50  to 
Pitt  & Company,  their  contractors  at  Bath,  to  whom  they  owe  a large  sum  of  money. 

3163.  I understand  Mr.  Donovan  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  the  toll-collectors  was  the 
cause  of  refusing  to  allow  the  tolls  to  be  collected  in  the.  market-place  ?— I do  not  believe 
such  was  the  cause,  as  I never  heard  a complaint  of  the  conduct  of  these  men  who  had 
been  collecting  tolls,  some  of  them  upwards  of  twenty  years.  I believe  there  was  a syste- 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE,  161 

matic  opposition  to  tolls  at  the  time,  and  that  the  conduct  of  the  collectors  had  nothing  to 
say  to  it. 

3164.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  tolls,  weights,  and  measures,  all  over 
the  country? — I would. 

3 1 65.  W ould  you  not  approve  of  having  all  corn  weighed  standing  beam,  with  one  pound- 
weight,  deducting  nothing  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn  except  the  actual  weight  of 
the  empty  sack  ? — I would. 

Nick' >las  Donovan,  esq — In  reply  to  what  Mr.  Denny  has  stated,  I beg  to  observe,  that 
at  an  extraordinary  presentment  sessions,  held  during  the  famine  year,  a presentment  was 
passed,  by  which  a market-place  was  to  have  been  established  at  the  basin  of  the  canal. 
The  merchants  of  this  town  were  not  consulted,  and  they  objected.  Instead,  therefore,  of 
taxing  the  county,  they  got  a piece  of  ground  from  Mr.  Pirn  for  the  market,  at  their  own 
expense  ; and  they  established  the  present  market-place,  with  sheds  and  scales ; and  after  it 
was  established,  a great  outcry  arose  at  the  manner  in  which  the  tolls  were  collected.  Mr. 
Denny  was  applied  to,  to  put  a stop  to  the  practices  of  the  toll-collectors,  but  he  took  no 
steps  to  improve  the  state  of  things.  It  was  inside  our  market  place  that  this  rough  treat- 
ment took  place,  and  in  consequence  we  refused  to  admit  the  toll-collectors  within  the 
market-place.  Mr  Denny  then  offered  to  the  town  a large  fair-green,  for  the  Commissioners 
to  hold  their  fair  in,  which  the  Commissioners  accepted,  and  have  allowed  the  tolls  to  be 
collected  ever  since  in  their  market-place.  The  terms  of  the  compromise  then  made  were, 
that  the  Town  Commissioners  should  be  entitled  to  hold  their  fair  in  Mr.  Denny’s  fair-green. 
If  wo  had  not  agreed  to  those  terms,  we  should  have  been  deprived  of  the  basin,  and  the 
county  put  to  great  expense. 

3166.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  complaints  of  the  manner  in  which  tolls  were  collected, 
previous  to  the  Company’s  market  being  established  ? — Before  the  Company’s  market  was 
opened.  I never  heard  complaints  of  the  manner  in  which  collectors  acted  in  levying  the 
tolls ; the  manner  in  which  they  were  collected  was  our  only  objection  to  have  them 
collected  in  our  market-place ; on  the  part  of  the  Company  there  was  no  other  objection. 
Mr.  Denny  also  agreed  to  give  the  tolls  to  the  Commissioners  for  the  use  of  the  town.  I 
wish  also  to  say,  that  the  tolls  are  so  indefinite,  that  I cannot  say  what  is  properly  charged 
or  not. 

3167.  Have  the  Commissioners  got  a toll-board  ? — I believe  there  is  one.  I am  only  a 
few  months  connected  with  the  Commissioners,  so  I cannot  speak  positively  on  the  matter. 
With  regard  to  the  market,  the  Market  Company  have  no  power  to  levy  tolls,  they  only  can 
charge  for  the  accommodation  afforded  to  persons  using  it ; a person  entering  the  market 
will  have  only  to  pay  for  the  standing  of  a horse  and  cart,  3d.  per  load.  There  is  no  charge 
for  weighing  corn  unless  it  is  weighed. 

3 1 68.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  in  your  own  stores  ? — In  my  stores  the  sacks  are 
weighed,  and  their  weight  deducted ; we  deduct  half  a-pound  on  each  stone  of  oats,  for  tret, 
and  seven  pounds  on  twenty  stone  of  wheat ; I pay  for  the  broken  pounds,  but  such  is  not 
general  among  the  merchants,  except  in  the  case  of  wheat,  the  broken  pounds  of  which  are 
always  paid  for.  The  merchants  make  no  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage. 

3169.  Is  much  butter  sold  in  this  market  ? — After  the  market  was  founded,  the  landed 
proprietors  were  desirous  to  have  butter  properly  weighed  on  the  Cork  system.  I hold  in 
my  hand  a requisition  from  the  Grand  Jury,  asking  the  Market  Company  to  establish  a butter 
market,  and  an  inspector  of  butter ; it  was  most  respectably  signed  by  all  the  leading  men 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  In  consequence,  the  Market  Company  appointed  Mr.  Curtis  on 
the  system  asked  for.  The  market,  however,  was  not  supported,  and  I became  a buyer  for 
the  purpose  of  sustaining  it.  I am,  however,  at  present  the  only  buyer  in  it. 

3170.  Is  all  the  butter  sold  in  the  town,  sold  in  the  Company’s  market  ? — There  is  only 
about  one-fifth  of  it  sold  there ; three-fourths  of  the  butter  sold  in  this  town  is  sold  by  lump 
and  not  by  weight. 

3171.  Do  you  not  think  the  system  of  selling  butter  by  lump  is  very  objectionable  ? — I 
do  ; improvement  in  butter  cannot  go  on  if  butter  is  sold  by  lump.  The  butter  weighed  in 
the  market  goes  to  the  merchants’  stores,  and  is  shipped  on  the  inspector’s  brand. 

William  Carroll  examined. 

3172.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  weighmaster  to  the  Market  Company  of  Tralee. 

3173.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  corn  in  the  market  ? — We  weigh  down  weight,  the 
scale  must  rest  upon  the  ground.  Four  pounds  is  the  smallest  weight  used.  We  make 
no  deduction.  I only  give  the  gross  weight  of  the  draught,  the  tare  is  deducted  at  the 
merchants’  stores.  The  merchant  deducts  the  actual  tare  of  the  empty  sack,  and  half- 
a-pound  to  the  stone  as  tret,  on  oats  and  barley,  and  seven  pounds  on  twenty  stone  of 
wheat. 

3174.  Is  there  any  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage  made  at  the  merchants’  stores  ? — 
No. 

3175.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  potatoes  ? — I weigh  down  weight ; ten  stone  is 
the  usual  draught  weighed  ; four  pounds  is  the  smallest  weight  used  ; the  scale  need  only 
touch  the  ground  ; four  pounds  is  always  struck  off  for  the  weight  of  the  sack.  There  is 
no  beamage  deducted  ; sometimes  potatoes  are  sold  by  measure. 

3176.  Are  there  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights,  in  the  market? — 
There  are  beams  and  scales,  four  of  which  are  used  for  weighing  corn,  and  two  for  potatoes  ; 
they  are  quite  sufficient  to  weigh  all  that  comes  into  the  market. 
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TRALEE.  3177.  Do  you  keep  a book  in  which  you  enter  the  nature  and  quantity  of  all  agricultural 

17 th  November,  1852.  produce  sold  and  weighed  in  the  market,  and  does  the  buyer  or  seller  receive  a copy  of  such 

entry?— I give  a docket  to  the  seller,  showing  the  seller’s  name,  the  date,  and  the  gross 

^ weight  of  the  corn  ; I do  not  deduct  the  weight  of  the  sacks,  or  know  the  price  it  is  sold 

William  Carroll.  fop  » j-  enter  in  a book  j keep  for  thia  purpose  a copy  of  the  docket  I furnish  to  the  seller, 

and  in  case  of  its  being  lost  I could  give  the  seller  another  one. 

3178  If  you  were  applied  to  by  Government,  could  you  give  the  nature  and  quantity 
of  corn  sold  in  a year?— I could  give  the  nature  of  the  corn  sold,  and  go  very  near  the 

3°  79.  Is  the  weighmaster  sworn  under  the  Statute  of  4th  Anne,  cap.  14  ? — Yes. 

3180.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  wool? — We  weigh  wool  with  standing  beam 

and  one  pound  weight,  and  make  no  deduction  of  any  kind  whatsoever  from  the  gross 
weight.  , 

3181.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  butter?— We  weigh  butter  with  one  pound 
weight  and  a cast  of  the  beam  : the  scale  need  not  touch  the  ground. 

3182.  Have  you  any  observation  to  make  with  regard  to  any  of  the  markets.  With 
regard  to  the  butter  market  I wish  to  observe,  that  before  the  inspector  of  butter  was 
appointed,  our  butter  used  to  go  8s.  a bun dred-w eight  less  than  Cork  butter,  but  now  it 
stands  equally  high  with  Cork  butter.  All  the  butter  branded  should,  I think,  be  stored 
in  the  market  depot,  and  not  let  out  until  it  was  going  to  be  shipped  ; but  we  have  no 
store  to  put  it  into.  I would,  however,  have  an  act  passed  to  compel  all  butter  tor 
exportation  to  be  branded,  and  shipped  from  bond  stores. 

3183.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  tolls,  weights,  and  measures,  over  the 

whole  country  ? — Yes ; it  would  be  most  desirable.  . 

3184.  Would  you  not  also  be  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  a general  market,  with 
sufficient  accommodation,  an  efficient  staff,  and  under  the  supervision  of  a sworn  weigh- 
master ? — I would. 


Killarney,  November  18,  1852. 

Richard  Morphy,  esq.,  j.p.,  examined. 

3185.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Killarney.  , MiilUr 

3186.  What  is  your  occupation?—!  am  Seneschal  of  the  Manor  of  Ross  and  Mullah  j, 

and  rent  the  tolls  of  the  markets  of  this  town.  . . , , 

3187.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  are  the  markets  held  ? — Under  a patent,  gianted 

Who  is  the  owner  and  patentee  of  the  market  and  fairs  of  this  town  ? The  Earl 

3189™  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market-days  ? Once  a week,  on 

G'  3190.a  Are  tolls  levied  in  the  markets  and  fairs  ? — They  are.  Tolls  are  paid  by  the  seller 
on  market-days,  and  the  buyer  on  fair-days.  „ ,T  . . , .. 

3191.  Is  there  any  charge  made  for  weighing  m the  market?— No,  there  is  not;  the 
charges  made  in  the  market  are  only  for  tolls,  and  for  nothing  else.  Tolls  are  charged 
whether  the  articles  are  weighed  or  not.  . , . , , 

3192  What  are  the  tolls  charged  ?_The  tolls  at  present  levied  were  fixed  by  a court 
leet,  held  in  this  town  for  that  purpose,  in  November,  1841.  1 will  give  a copy  of  the 
toll-board  for  the  markets.  [The  following  is  the  copy  of  the  toll-hoard  furnished  by  the 
witness ] — 

Killarney  Market-charges. 


A carcase,  beef,  • • • “ 

A hide,  . • • • ® 

Kip,  • °Q 

A pig,  • • * • J 

A carcase,  mutton,  . . u 

Oats,  per  barrel  of  thirty-three  stone,  neat,0 
Small  bags,  do.,  0 

Fresh  fish,  per  basket,  . • 0 


Per  hundred-weight,  . • .01 

A firkin  butter  sold,  • . .01 

Potatoes,  from,  four  to  seven  weights,  0 1 
„ twotothreeanda-half,  do.,  0 0£ 

Milk,  per  large  churn,  • .01 

Small  churns,.  ■ • • 0 0i 

A can.  . ■ • • 0 0$ 


3193.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place,  and  is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  con- 
fined to  it?— There  are  enclosed  market-places ; and  upon  the  market-day  all  agricultural 
produce,  except  potatoes,  is  sold  in  the  market-places  as  they  would  not  be  allowed  to 
sell  it  in  the  streets.  It  is  sometimes,  however,  brought  direct  to  the  merchants  stoies 

f°  3194.'  Has  there  been  a sworn  weighmaster  appointed  under  the  4th  of  Anne,  cap.  14  ? 
—There  has  been  a weighmaster  appointed,  who  is  sworn  ; but  I do  not  know  whether  he 
has  been  appointed  under  that  Statute.  He  is  sworn,  I know,  to  give  a fair  return  of  the 

articles  sold  and  weighed  by  him.  ......  .,OTl.ao  Nri  r l^liovo 

3195  Is  all  the  corn  sold  in  the  market  weighed  m the  market  scales . —No.  I believe 
wheat  is  never  weighed  in  the  market ; it  is  taken  to  the  merchants  stores  to  be  weighed. 
About  two- thirds  of  the  oats  sold  in  the  town  is  weighed  in  the  market  scales.  I cannot  say 
what  proportion  of  barley. 
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3196.  Arc  tolls  levied  upon  all  corn  brought  into  the  market,  whether  sold  or  not? — 
Tolls  are  only  levied  upon  wheat  sold  and  weighed  in  the  market. 

3197.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 
efficient  staff,  and  under  the  supervision  of  a competent,  sworn  weigbmaster,  in  which  all 
the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town,  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I think  such 
would  be  very  desirable. 

3198.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the 
whole  country  ? — I would.  It  would  prevent  the  confusion  that  at  present  exists,  in  ascer- 
taining the  price  of  corn  in  the  different  towns  of- Ireland. 

3199.  Would  you  approve  of  an  assimilation  of  tolls,  also,  over  the  whole  country,  and 
that  Parliament  should  define  what  are  legal  tolls  ? — I would  very  much  approve  of  this  also. 

3200.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  all  corn  weighed  at  standing  beam,  using 
one  pound  as  the  lowest  weight,  and  abolishing  all  deductions,  except  the  actual  tare  of 
the  empty  sack  ? — I think  it  would  be  much  better,  and  the  buyer  could  regulate  his  price 
accordingly.  The  system  of  deducting  beamage  makes  the  farmer  careless  in  cleaning  his 
corn,  as  there  will  be  the  same  deduction  made,  whether  it  is  properly  cleaned  or  not. 
The  system  of  deducting  beamage  is  professedly  to  allow  for  the  dirty  state  of  the  corn  ; 
but  if  it  is  dirtier  than  the  sample,  the  merchant  will  cut  it,  and  give  a lower  price,  besides 
deducting  the  beamage. 

3201.  Do  you  rent  from  Lord  Kenmare  the  tolls  of  the  fairs? — No;  John  O’Reardon,  the 
coroner  of  this  district,  is  the  lessee. 

3202.  Are  tolls  charged  upon  cattle  entering  or  leaving  the  fair  ? — Upon  cattle  leaving 
the  fair,  and  only  upon  such  as  have  been  sold. 

David  Lynch  examined. 

3203.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — I live  in  this  town. 

3204.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  deputy  weighmaster  of  the  market ; I was 
appointed  by  Mr.  John  Morphy,  the  seneschal  of  the  manors. 

3205.  What  number  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights  are  kept  in  the  market? — There  are 
seven  sets. 

3206.  If  every  thing  sold  in  the  town  was  weighed  in  the  market,  would  the  market- 
places be  sufficiently  large,  and  would  there  be  sufficient  accommodation  ? — No ; the 
market-places  would  not  be  sufficiently  large,  and  the  present  beams,  scales,  and  weights 
would  be  quite  insufficient. 

3207.  What  proportion  does  the  quantity  of  corn  weighed  in  the  market  bear  to  what 
is  sold  in  it  ? — L should  say  about  half  the  corn  sold  in  it  is  weighed  in  the  market  scales. 

3208.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  market  ? — We  weigh  with  a cast  of  the 
beam  in  wheat,  in  weighing  oats  and  potatoes  the  scale  must  touch  the  ground.  In  heavy 
draughts  two  pounds  is  the  smallest  weight  used,  and  there  is  half  a pound  to  the  stone 
duty  for  beamage  on  oats.  I make  up  the  price  upon  the  ticket.  I do  not  charge  for  the 
broken  pounds,  nothing  less  than  half  a stone  is  paid  for.  The  beamage  deduction  in  the 
case  of  wheat  is  four  pounds  per  barrel.  I tare  the  sack  in  all  cases,  and  deduct  the 
actual  weight  of  it. 

3209.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  potatoes  ? — I weigh  down  weight.  Seven  pounds 
is  the  smallest  weight  used.  I take  out  some  potatoes,  so  as  never  to  have  any  broken 
pounds,  and  deduct  no  beamage. 

3210.  IIow  are  p'otatoes  sold  ? — They  are  sold  in  this  town  by  the  weight  of  twenty-one 
pounds. 

3211.  How  do  you  weigh  butter? — I weigh  butter  with  a cast  of  the  beam,  and  one 
pound  is  the  smallest  weight  used. 

3212.  How  do  you  weigh  wool  ? — Wool  is  weighed  down  weight  to  one  ounce,  and  half 
a pound  is  deducted  from  sixteen  pounds  for  beamage. 

3213.  Do  you  give  a docket  to  the  seller,  showing  the  net  weight  of  all  corn  that  is  sold 
and  weighed  in  the  market  ? — No  ; I only  give  the  gross  weight.  The  docket  is  written, 
and  not  printed  ; I put  only  my  own  name,  and  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn.  I could  not 
give  a duplicate  of  the  docket  if  the  original  one  was  lost. 

3214.  Could  you  give  a return  of  the  nature  and  quantity  of  all  the  agricultural  produce 
sold  in  the  market  in  a week? — No,  1 could  not,  as  I keep  no  book. 

3215.  Is  corn  sold  by  the  barrel? — No;  it  is  always  sold  here  by  the  stone,  which 
consists  of  fourteen  pounds,  except  in  the  case  of  wool,  which  is  sixteen  pounds. 

3216.  Does  a hundred-weight  always  consist  of  1 12  pounds  ? — Yes. 

3217.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter  in  this  market? — No  ; all  butter  is  sold  here  by 
the  lump,  and  very  great  complaints  are  made  of  its  being  sold  by  lump  instead  of  weight. 

3218.  What  is  the  greatest  quantity  of  corn  sold  in  this  market  in  one  day? — About 
1 2<J  barrels  of  thirty-two  stone  each. 

3219.  Do  you  ever  hear  complaints  of  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  private  stores? — 
No,  I never  do. 

James  Coffey  examined. 

3220.  Where  do  you  reside  ?■ — In  this  town. 

3221.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  employed  as  a clerk  in  Lord  Kenmare’s  office. 

3222.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  terms  upon  which  the  tolls  of  the  fairs  are  leased  ? — 
I know  they  are  leased  to  Mr.  O’Reardon,  the  coroner,  who  holds  twenty  acres  of  land, 
and  the  tolls  of  the  fairs  in  addition — I think  he  has  held  them  about  twenty  years. 
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3223.  Are  tolls  collected  at  all  the  fairs?— Yes;  tolls  are  levied  on  all  cattle  that  are 

sold,  when  leaving  the  fair,  by  men  placed  at  the  gaps.  There  is  a toll-board  posted  up 
at  each  gap.  , 

3224.  State  the  system  of  collecting  tolls  at  the  fairs  ? — The  men  at  the  gaps  ask  the 

drivers  of  all  cattle  going  out,  whether  they  have  been  sold.  If  he  says  not,  and  the}'  do 
not  know  him,  or  for  any  reason  doubt  his  word,  they  make  him  touch  a piece  of  paper  to 
clear  them.  , 

3225.  There  appears  to  be  some  erasure  made  upon  the  toll-board,  just  opposite  the 
charge  for  yearlings.  Do  you  know  how  this  occurred  ? — I do  not ; I do  not  remember 
to  have  ever  seen  any  thing  more  upon  it  than  there  is  now. 

Timothy  SpiUane  examined. 

3226.  'Where  do  you  reside? — In  this  town. 

3227.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — 1 am  employed  as  collector  of  tolls  upon  fair-days  at 
the  gap. 

322s.  What  system  do  you  adopt  to  collect  the  tolls  at  the  gap  ? — I have  a piece  of 
paper  in  my  hand,  and  I make  any  driver  I do  not  know,  who  says  his  cattle  are  not  sold, 
touch  the  piece  of  paper  or  the  toll-hoard.  I would  not  let  him  through  the  gap  if  he  did 
not  touch  the  paper  or  the  board. 

3229.  Would  you  get  as  much  tolls  if  you  did  not  practise  this  system  ? — No  ; some 
of  them  think  it  is  an  oath,  and  1 am  sure  I would  not  get  much  if  I did  not  make  them 
do  it. 

3230.  Do  you  keep  any  book  or  account  of  the  money  you  collect  at  the  gap  ? — No ; I 
put  what  I receive  in  my  pocket,  and  never  count  it  until  I put  it  on  the  table  in  the  evening 
for  Mr.  O’Reirdon. 

3231.  Can  you  read  and  write? — I can. 

3232.  Do  you  charge  any  tolls  not  upon  the  toll-hoard  ? — No.  I do  not  charge,  in  many 
cases,  as  much  as  1 could  according  to  the  toll-board ; and  I never  charge  tolls  for  any  thing 
that  I am  not  authorized  to  charge. 

3233.  Is  there  an  enclosed  fair-green? — No;  the  fairs  are  held  upon  an  open  space  of 
ground  in  the  town,  that  was  left  on  purpose  for  to  hold  fairs  upon ; it  is  not  enclosed,  and 
some  of  the  cattle  are  sold  outside  this  space,  in  the  streets  of  the  town. 

3234.  Can  you  state  what  proportion  of  cattle  entering  the  fairs  pay  tolls? — I should 
say  not  quite  one-half. 

3235.  Is  the  fair-green  large  enough  for  all  the  cattle  brought  to  the  fair? — 1 do  not 
think  it  is. 

.3236.  Do  you  charge  as  much  for  a sucking  pig  as  for  a large  one  ? — I do. 

James  Egan  examined. 

3237.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  this  town. 

3238.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a worker  of  arbutus  wood. 

3239-  Do  you  wish  to  add  any  thing  to  the  evidence  given  by  the  iormer  witnesses  ? — 
Yes.  There  is  very  great  confusion  and  mismanagement  at  the  public  scales;  several  boys 
act  at  the  scales  instead  of  proper  persons.  In  the  meat-market  the  butchers  weigh  their 
own  meat,  and  return  its  weight  at  what  they  please ; and  the  men  in  the  potato-market 
often  take  potatoes  out  of  the  scale  as  payment  for  weighing  them.  1 his  has  otten  happened 
to  myself.  There  is  also  much  forestalling  in  this  town.  The  forestallers  go  out  ot  the 
town,  and  meet  the  people  bringing  in  potatoes,  milk,  and  butter  to  the  market,  and  buy 
them  up,  and  retail  them  to  the  poor  people  at  extravagant  prices.  The  forestallers  also 
buy  up  these  things  in  the  streets,  and  are  encouraged  by  Mr.  Morphy,  the  lessee  of  the 
market,  in  so  doing ; as  by  these  means  he  first  gets  his  tolls  upon  their  being  sold  to  the 
forestallers,  and  afterwards  gets  tolls  upon  them  when  they  are  retailed  He  thus  gets 
double  tolls  upon  these  articles,  hut  the  poor  suffer  from  it.  There  are  also  fraudulent 
measures  kept  by  the  women  who  sell  milk  ; they  have  all  second  measures ; they  buy  by 
one  measure  and  sell  by  the  other.  ...  „ ,,,, 

3240.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  this  district  or  county  ? lhere 
is;  but,  notwithstanding,  the  weights  and  measures  in  this  town  are  very  fraudulent.  I 
would  also  suggest  that  all  bread  should  he  sold  by  weight ; and  the  weight  of  each  loaf 
ought  to  be  fixed,  and  then  sold  according  to  the  quality. 

Henry  Reiddy  examined. 

3241.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — I live  in  this  town. 

3242.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  storekeeper  to  Mr.  Lahy,  who  has  mills  here, 
and  I buy  a good  deal  of  corn  in  this  market  for  him. 

3243.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  at  Mr.  Lahy’s  stores?— We  weigh  down  weight; 
two  pounds  is  the  smallest  weight  used;  we  deduct  seven  pounds  upon  a barrel  of  wheat, 
and  half  a-pound  to  a stone  of  oats  for  beamage.  There  is  no  barley  sold  in  this  market. 

3244.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage? — No. 

3245.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 
efficient  staff,  and  under  the  supervision  of  a sworn  weighmaster,  in  which  all  the  agrieul 
tural  produce  brought  to  market  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — If  the  accommodation  was 
sufficient,  I would  strongly  approve  of  it. 

3246.  Would  you  be  also  in  favour  of  weighing  at  standing  beam,  using  one  pound  as 
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the  lowest  weight ; and  abolishing  all  other  deductions,  except  the  actual  tare  of  the  empty 
sack  ? — I would ; I think  if  it  were  made  general  the  buyer  could  then  regulate  his  price 
according  to  the  value  he  received. 

3247.  Do  you  pay  for  the  broken  pounds  of  corn  ? — I do. 

Maurice  Quinlan  examined. 

3248.  Where  do  you  reside? — I live  near  this  town. 

3249.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a dealer  in  cattle. 

3250.  Have  you  any  information  to  give,  or  suggestions  to  offer? — I wish  to  state  that 
it  is  not  the  custom  in  this  country  to  charge  any  tolls  at  fairs  upon  yearlings  ; formerly 
it  was  not  so  here.  I see  the  price  of  yearlings  is  erased  from  the  toll-board.  It  was  upon 
it;  I do  not  know  when  it  was  taken  off. 

3251.  Would  you  object  to  pay  a small  toll  entering  the  fairs,  upon  all  the  cattle  you 
bring  into  it.  instead  of  paying  the  present  toll  upon  those  that  are  sold,  when  leaving  it? 
— I would  not ; if  the  toll  was  moderate  I would  not  have  the  least  objection  to  it. 

3252.  What  proportion  of  the  cattle  entering  all  the  fairs  in  Ireland  do  you  think  are 
sold  in  them  ? — About  one-third  are  sold ; I should  think  a toll  of  half  the  present  amount 
would  produce  the  same  income,  as  many  evade  the  payment  under  the  present  system,  and 
the  expense  of  collecting  the  tolls  under  it  is  very  heavy. 

Daniel  James  Moinhan  examined. 

3253.  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  offer? — I beg  to  remark,  that  I think  every  fair-green 
ought  to  be  enclosed,  and  that  any  tolls  that  were  to  be  charged  should  be  levied  upon  all 
cattle  entering  the  fairs.  I also  think  if  more  accommodation  was  given  in  the  corn-market 
the  quantity  of  corn  sold  in  this  town  would  be  much  increased. 

Mr.  O' Reardon  examined. 

3254.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  coroner  of  this  county,  and  hold  the  tolls  of  the 
fairs  here  at  a yearly  rent. 

3255.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  an  erasure  that  seems  to  have  been  made  upon  the 
toll-board  ? — The  words  that  were  struck  out  of  the  toll-board,  I believe,  were — “ If 
under.”  Then  it  read,  “ If  under  one  year,”  and  not,  “ One  year  old,”  as  it  is  now  on  the 
toll-board ; so  that  the  erasure  was,  in  fact,  lowering  the  tolls  for  yearlings  for  the  fairs. 
I will  get  a copy  of  the  list  of  tolls  lodged  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  and  send  it  to  you 
to  show  you  that  these  were  the  words  erased. 

3256.  Is  the  place  where  the  fair  is  held  large  enough  to  accommodate  all  the  cattle 
coming  to  it? — I think  it  is. 

3257.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  proprietors  of  fairs  are  bound  to  provide  a properly- 
enclosed  fair-green,  and  suitable  accommodation,  in  return  for  the  tolls  they  receive  ? — I 
think  they  ought,  and  I think  that  your  suggestion  that  small  tolls  should  be  paid  upon  all 
cattle  entering  the  fair,  instead  of  upon  those  sold  when  leaving  it,  would  be  a very  great 
improvement. 

3258.  What  proportion  of  the  cattle  entering  the  fair  do  you  think  are  sold  in  it  ? — I 
should  say  about  one-half  the  number  of  pigs  entering  the  fair  pays  toll,  and  about  one- 
fourth  the  number  of  cattle.  I should  say  about  one-third  the  present  amount  of  tolls 
levied  upon  all  stock  entering  the  fair  would  produce  as  large  an  income  as  the  present 
one. 

3259.  Do  you  not  think  the  mode  of  clearing  cattle  at  the  gaps,  by  making  them  touch 
a piece  of  paper  or  board,  is  very  objectionable  ? — I do  ; I think  the  people  do  not  much 
regard  that  kind  of  oath  ; and  it  may  tend  to  make  them  think  lightly  on  other  occasions 
of  the  nature  of  an  oath. 

3260.  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  the  year  ? — Six  fairs  altogether,  four  of  which  are 
new  ones.  I do  not  think  that  there  was  any  patent  granted  for  the  last  four  fairs.  I do 
not  pay  Lord  Kenmare  rent  for  the  tolls  of  the  fair,  but  hold  them  as  belonging  to  land  held 
by  me  from  him.  I pay  him  about  £20  a year ; and  another  fair  at  Molahiffe  is  held  under 
the  same  deed,  the  tolls  of  which  are  the  same  as  here.  I receive  also  the  tolls  of  Sixmile- 
bridge  fair,  which  I got  from  Mr.  M'Carty.  I get  about  £3  for  each  fair. 

Abstract  of  the  Rates  of  Toll  and  Custom  payable  at  Killarney  Fairs,  as  by  law  and  usage 

immemorial  established,  and  by  royal  patent  authorized  to  be  raised  and  received  in  the  grant  made 

thereof  to  Sir  Valentine  Browne,  aucestor  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Kenmare  : — 

s.  d.  I s.  d. 

0 10  For  each  standing  or  large  deposit  on 
0 6 i fair  ground  in  which  goods  and 
0 4 | wares  are  sold,  . . .04 

0 1 „ small  ditto,  . . .02 

Oil  „ fowl  and  such  small  articles  as 

0 3 j are  carried  by  hand,  . .01 

| For  loading  same  in  car  or  large  basket,  0 4 

1 0 For  each  hide  or  large  skin,  . .01 

„ small  ditto,  . . 0 0J 

Batt  Leary. 

3261.  Do  you  think  there  are  any  people  who  from  poverty  would  be  unable  to  pay  a 
small  toll  upon  their  cattle  entering  the  fair  ? — No  ; I think  everybody  who  had  stock  to 
sell  could  pay  a moderate  toll  on  entering  the  fair. 


For  each  horse,  inare,  or  gelding  sold,  . 
„ cow,  ox,  or  heifer,  aged,  sold,  . 
„ same,  if  rising  two  years  old, . 
„ same,  if  a calf, 

„ sheep,  lamb,  goat,  or  kid  sold,  . 
„ pig,  • • • ■ 

„ tent  where  X waters  or  other 
refreshments  are  sold, 
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Killarney,  November  18,  1852. 

Oastleislaxd  Fair. 

M.  Reidy,  esq.,  attended  and  stated,  that  Lady  Headley  having  learned  that  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  inquire  into  the  fairs  and  markets  of  Ireland  were  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, was  desirous  to  afford  every  information  on  the  subject  of  Castleisland  fair,  of 
which  Lady  Headley  was  the  patentee  and  owner. 

3262.  Can  you  state  under  what  patent  or  authority  this  fair  is  held  ?— I do  not  know  ; 
Lady  Headley’s  agent,  who  could  have  afforded  full  information  upon  this  subject,  is  not  in 
this  country,  and  Lady  Headley  desired  me  to  express  her  regret  that  lie  could  not  wait 
upon  you  for  the  purpose.  I believe  the  fairs  were  originally  held  under  an  old  patent, 
and  are  now  held  under  a private  act,  but  cannot  state  this  with  any  certainty. 

3263.  How  many  fairs  are  held  at  Castleisland  ? — There  are  thirteen  fairs  held  there  in 
the  year. 

3264.  Is  there  an  enclosed  fair-green  ?— No ; the  proprietor  of  the  town  made  the 
street  wider  than  would  be  otherwise  necessary,  in  order  to  allow  the  fairs  to  be  held  there. 

3265.  Are  the  tolls  of  the  fair  leased  ? — They  are ; I myself  have  an  interest  in  the  lease 
of  them. 

3266.  Will  you  state  the  system  of  levying  tolls  ? — There  is  a toll-board  posted  up  at 
each  gap ; we  collect  the  tolls  upon  all  cattle  that  are  sold  when  leaving  the  fairs.  There 
used  to  be  a sort  of  oath  administered  to  those  who  said  their  cattle  had  not  been  sold  in 
the  fair.  They  now  merely  state  whether  the  cattle  are  sold  or  not. 

3267.  For  what  term  are  the  tolls  leased? — They  are  leased  to  me  for  a long  term  of 
years.  No  fair  could  be  more  convenient ; the  streets  were  made  six  times  broader  than 
was  necessary  for  the  town,  in  order  to  provide  accommodation  for  the  fairs. 

3268.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  charge  small  tolls  upon  all  cattle  entering  the  fair, 
instead  of  charging  the  present  tolls  upon  those  that  are  sold  when  leaving  it  ? — I think 
it  would  be  much  more  desirable  to  charge  a small  toll  on  all  coming  in,  and  in  that  case 
I think  one-half  the  present  toll  charged  would  produce  as  much  money. 

3269.  Do  you  ever  charge  more  tolls  than  is  authorized  by  the  toll-board  ? — Never. 


Skibbereen,  November  20,  1852. 

Philip  Somerville,  esq.,  j.i\,  examined. 

286.  3270.  What  markets  are  there  in  this  town  ? — There  are  two  markets  held  in  this  town ; 

P. Somerville, esq. j.p.  but  at  different  sides  of  the  river.  One  is  the  property  of  Sir  Henry  Wrixon  Becher,  and 

the  other,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  called  the  Bridgetown  market,  belongs  to  the 
Townsend  family. 

287.  Thomas  Henry  Mannion,  esq.,  examined. 

T.  II.  Mannion,  esq.  3271,  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Skibbereen. 

3272-  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  land  agent  to  the  Rev.  Maurice  Fitzgerald 
Stephens  Townsend,  who  is  the  patentee  and  owner  of  the  market  and  fair  authorized 
to  be  held  at  Bridgetown. 

.3273.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  is  this  market  and  fair  held  ? — Under  a patent 
^granted  by  James  II.  [ Witness  produced  the  patent  in  Latin].  By  this  patent,  the  Rev. 
Maurice  Townsend  is  authorized  to  hold  a market  at  Bridgetown  every  Wednesday;  and 
four  fairs  in  the  year— viz.,  the  14th  of  May,  the  2nd  of  August,  the  12th  of  October,  and 
the  23rd  of  December;  and  to  levy  tolls  in  each. 

3274.  Is  there  any  market  held  under  this  patent? — No,  there  is  not;  and,  of  course, 
no  tolls  are  levied. 

3275.  Are  tolls  collected  in  the  fairs  held  under  this  patent  ? — They  are.  A man  named 
Spillane,  the  sub-lessee  of  the  tolls,  receives  them.  Mr.  Townsend  leased  them  to  a 
Mr.  Fleming,  and  Mr.  Fleming  sub-let  them  to  Florence  M'Carthy  and  Spillane,  as  joint 
lessees ; and  Spillane  and  the  representatives  of  M'Carthy  hold  them  now. 

3276.  What  rent  do  they  pay  ? — They  pay  no  rent. 

3277.  Can  you  furnish  a list  of  the  tolls  levied  at  these  fairs? — I will  have  one  furnished 
to  you. 

3278.  State  the  system  of  levying  tolls — The  tolls  are  generally  levied  only  upon  the 
cattle  sold.  When  leaving  the  fair,  a man  stands  at  the  entrance  to  the  streets,  and  levies 
the  tolls  upon  their  going  out.  Formerly  there  used  to  be  a sort  of  oath  administered  to 
any  drivers  of  cattle  who  said  they  had  not  been  sold ; but  that  is  not  done  at  present. 
There  are  men  in  the  fair  who  watch  and  keep  an  account  of  what  is  sold. 

3279.  What  value  does  the  owner  afford  to  the  public  in  return  for  the  tolls  levied? — 
No  value ; he  affords  only  inconvenience. 

3280.  Is  the  fair  held  in  a fair-green?— No ; it  is  held  in  the  streets.  There  is  a small 
open  space,  a sort  of  quarry,  but  it  is  in  the  street. 

3281.  Is  there  a market-house  ? — No,  there  is  not.  Formerly  there  was  a market-house 
and  a fair-green,  which  were  both  leased  by  Mr.  Townsend  to  Mr.  Fleming,  who  let  the 
house  go  very  much  out  of  repair,  and  then  leased  them  to  Spillane  and  McCarthy.  Mr. 
Fleming  took  the  market-house  and  fair-green  away  from  Spillane,  and  the  fair-green  is 
now  built  upon.  The  houses  which  are  built  upon  it  are  let  to  different  parties ; the 
market-house  was  also  let  for  other  than  market  purposes,  by  Mr.  Fleming.  The  sub-lessees 
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will  not  pay  one  penny  rent,  on  the  ground  that  the  market-house  and  fair-green  have 
been  taken  from  them. 

3282.  Has  Mr.  Fleming  taken  any  steps  to  recover  his  rights? — He  cannot  during  the 
present  lease.  The  present  lease  is  for  a very  old  life  (alleged  to  be  in  existence)  and 
twenty-one  years.  1 do  not  believe,  however,  that  there  is  any  lease  in  existence  from 
Mr.  Townsend  to  Mr.  Fleming.  The  only  one  1 know  of  has  expired,  but  I have  been  told 
by  Spillane,  I believe,  that  he  and  M‘ Car  thy  have  one  from  Mr.  Fleming,  such  as  I 
mentioned. 

3283.  Is  there  a toll-board  ? — Thex-e  is. 

3284.  From  what  is  it  made  out  ? — I do  not  know ; I will  find  out  further  particulars 
connected  with  this  matter,  by  comparing  it  with  the  list  of  the  tolls  lodged  with  the  Clerk 
of  the  Peace.  The  tolls  levied  in  the  fair  are,  for  a cow  four  years  of  age,  (id. ; for  a sheep, 
2d. ; large  pigs,  2d.,  and  young  ones  1 d. ; a calf  would  pay  the  same  as  a cow. 

3285.  Is  a calf  charged  the  same  as  a cow  in  the  schedule  ? — I believe  it  is.  I,  some 
time  ago,  objected  to  pay  aixy  tolls  at  the  faix-s,  upon  the  ground  that  they  did  not  supply 
a fair-green  or  house,  as  they  were  bound  to  funxish  proper  accommodation  in  return  for  the 
tolls  they  received.  I objected  in  order  to  make  them  prove  their  right  at  law  to  charge  tolls. 
They  said  they  would  not  insist  upon  my  paying  them,  as  a compliment  to  myself,  and,  as 
they  would  not  go  to  law,  I paid  them  ever  since.  [ The  toll-hoard  of  the  fairs  at  Bridger 
town  was  here  produced,  of  which  the  following  is  a copy~\ : — 


Cows, 

Horses,  . 

Sheep,  . 

Lambs,  . 

Pigs,  . 

Heifers,  . 
Yearling  Heifers, 
Colts, 

Calves,  . 


A Schedule  of  the  Bridgetown,  Skibbereen,  Tolls  to  be  Faid. 


s.  d. 
. 0 6 

. 0 6 

. 0 1 

. 0 1 

. 0 2 

. 0 6 

. 0 3 

. 0 3 

. 0 1 


s.  d. 

Goats,  . . . . .01 

Boats  laden,  . . . .06 

Standings,  market-days,  . .01 

„.  fair-days,  . . .04 

One  or  two  churns  of  milk,  . .01 

Potatoes  and  Meal  to  pay  the  sixteenth 
part  of  kind  or  money. 

Baskets  of  Fish,  . . .01 

Friezes,  to  the  crown,  . .0  3 


John  Boyle  Townsend,  esq.,  | 
Thomas  S.  Fleming,  esq.,  } 

John  Spillane,  ' J 

Timothy  M'Carthy,  > 

Florence  M‘Carthy,  j 


Proprietors. 
• Collectors. 


3286.  What  proportion  of  the  cattle  entering  Bridgetown  fair  do  you  think  are  sold  in 
it  ? — I should  say  about  one-half. 

3287.  Will  you  give  a copy  of  the  schedule  of  Bridgetown  tolls,  lodged  with  the  Clerk 
of  the  Peace  ? — I will,  if  there  is  one ; but  I do  not  think  there  was  one  ever  lodged 
with  him. 

3288.  Are  you  sure  that  there  is  no  outstanding  lease  from  Mr.  Townsend  to  Mr. 
Fleming? — Mr.  Fleming  told  me  there  was;  but  he  never  showed  it  to  me,  although  I 
have  asked  him  to  do  so. 

3283.  Do  you  think  fairs  at  Bridgetown  necessary  for  public  convenience? — No;  as  far 
as  public  convenience  is  concenxed,  it  would  make  no  diffei'ence  whether  Bridgetown  fairs 
were  abolished  or  not.  I think  they  ought  to  be  held  in  a fair-green,  and  not  in  the  streets. 
I cannot  go  in  and  out  of  my  house  on  a fair-day,  on  account  of  the  fair  being  held  in  the 
streets.  If  Mr.  Townsend  had  the  fair  in  his  own  hands,  he  would  give  a proper  fair- 
greeu,  and  proper  accommodation ; but  no  person  could  be  expected  to  afford  accommoda- 
tion with  a lease  outstanding  against  him. 


Patrick.  Spillane  examined. 

3290.  Are  you  the  lessee  of  the  tolls  of  the  fairs  aud  markets  of  Bridgetown? — My 
father  was  the  lessee,  but  I now  collect  the  tolls. 

3291.  At  what  rate  are  the  tolls  let? — Twenty  pounds  a year.  My  father  got  a lease 
from  Mr.  Fleming ; and  Mr.  Fleming  afterwards  took  away  the  fair-green  and  the  market- 
house,  and'  demanded  rent  after  taking  them  away.  Mr.  Fleming  got  £7  a year  for  the 
house,  and  £20  a year  for  the  gi'een.  I have  not  paid  rent  since  they  were  taken  away 
from  my  father. 

3292.  You  neither  account  to  any  one  for  the  tolls  you  receive,  nor  pay  rent  to  any 
one  ? — That  is  the  fact. 

3293.  Do  you  x'ecognise  Mr.  Fleming  as  your  landloi'd  ? — I do  acknowledge  him  as  such, 
but  do  not  pay  any  rent,  as  lie  took  away  the  market-house  and  fair-green ; aud  receives 
more  for  them  than  they  and  the  tolls  were  let  for  to  my  father. 

3294.  Is  there  any  market  held  in  Bridgetown,  or  tolls  collected  there  ? — No. 

3295.  Where  are  the  fairs  held  at  Bridgetown? — In  the  streets. 

3296.  Do  you  ever  collect  any  tolls  that  arc  not  upon  the  board  ? — No,  I never  do * ; and 
I collect  tolls  only  upon  what  cattle  are  sold  at  the  gaps.  We  have  five  gaps,  at  which  we 
collect  the  tolls. 

3297.  Is  there  a toll-board  posted  up  at  each  gap  ? — No ; we  have  only  one  toll-board 
at  the  principal  gap. 


SK1BBERKEN, 
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Patrick  Spillane. 
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FAIRS  AND  .MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


3298.  How  can  your  men  and  the  farmer  tell  at  tlie  other  gaps  whether  the  right 
charges  are  made  or  not? — They  both  know  what  is  right  to  be  paid  without  the 
toll-board. 

3299.  What  is  the  charge  for  a calf? — One  penny.  Three-year-olds  and  two-year-olds 
pay  6d. 

3300.  It  is  stated  that  6d.  is  often  charged  for  a calf:  how  do  you  account  for  tins?— 1 
cannot  account  for  it.  I have  never  heard  any  complaints  against  my  men  for  any  thing 
connected  with  the  collection  of  tolls. 

3301.  What  class  of  men  do  you  employ  as  toll-collectors? — They  are  labouring  men 
that  are  employed  for  this  purpose,  and  I know  them  to  be  honest.  I do  not  believe  that 
they  ever  levy  more  than  they  are  authorized  by  the  toll-hoard. 

3302.  What  are  the  tolls  worth  ? — About  £5  a fair. 

3303.  What  is  your  system  of  levying  the  tolls  at  fairs? — The  men  at  the  gap  collect  tolls 
from  all  cattle  sold  leaving  the  fair.  They  ask  the  driver  if  they  are  sold  or  not ; if  he  says 
not,  they  never  make  him  toucli  a board  or  a piece  of  paper,  but  take  his  word  for  it.  I 
never  recollect  hearing  of  a man  being  asked  to  touch  a piece  of  paper  going  out  of  a fair 
here. 

3304.  Do  you  ever  levy  a toll  upon  meal  or  potatoes  ? — Never,  since  the  failure  of  the 

potatoes.  . 

3305.  What  value  is  given  to  the  public  in  return  for  the  tolls  of  the  fairs? — There  is 
none  whatever. 

3306.  Do  you  keep  any  hook  in  which  you  enter  what  you  receive  at  the  fairs  ? No,  I 
do  not. 

3307.  Do  the  drivers  of  cattle  often,  under  the  present  system  of  collection,  evade  the 
tolls  ? — I have  no  doubt  they  do. 

3308.  Do  the  collectors  keep  any  account  of  what  they  receive  at  the  gaps  ? — No  ; they 
only  give  me  the  money,  and  1 depend  upon  their  honesty. 


John  Fleming  esq.,  examined. 

3309.  You  hold,  I believe,  the  markets  and  fairs  of  Bridgetown  from  Mr.  Townsend  ?— 

3310.  What  lease  has  Spillane  of  the  fairs  and  markets  ?— He  has  no  lease  of  them  ; he 
took  them  from  my  brother,  at  £20  a-year,  and  then  said  he  would  not  pay  any  rent, 
unless  he  got  the  market-house  and  fair-green.  My  brother  tried  to  get  him  and  Florence 
M‘ Car  thy  out  by  legal  process,  but  failed. 

3311  Upon  what  grounds  did  he  fail? — I cannot  exactly  say,  but  it  was  tried  m the 
superior  courts ; then  he  tried  to  abolish  the  tolls,  to  punish  him,  and  thus  get  him  out  of 
the  place.  . . , , 

3312.  Is  he  not  still  levying  the  tolls? — He  is ; but  he  has  not  the  least  right  to  do  so. 
I do  not  believe  there  is  any  lease  to  either  him  or  M‘ Carthy . I would,  as  far  as  I am 
concerned,  be  willing  to  surrender  the  whole  to  Mr.  Townsend  ; hut  I am  only  one  party 
concerned. 

Thomas  Henry  Mannion,  esq.,  re-examined. 

3313.  Is  there  any  necessity  for  a fair  in  Bridgetown  town? — I think  there  is. 

3314.  If  there  was  a proper  market  in  the  town  of  Skibbereeh,  would  there  be  any 

necessity  for  one  in  Bridgetown  ?— The  owners  of  property  there  would,  I think,  be  very 
much  pleased  if  it  were  abolished.  _ . 

3315.  But  what  would  the  public  think  ? — If  a fair  was  held  properly  any  where  in  the 
town,  it  would  be  all  the  same  to  the  public.  As  to  the  markets,  the  fact  is,  one  proprietor 
gives  no  accommodation,  and  the  other  gives  a great  deal  less. 


Edward  Townsend,  esq.,  examined. 

3316.  Where  do  you  reside  ?— At  Whitehall,  about  six  miles  from  Skibbereen. 

3317  Under  what  patent  or  authority  is  the  market  at  Skibbereen  held  ?— There  was  a 
patent  granted  by  Charles  II.,  in  the  year  1696.  Under  the  patent  there  are  held  two 
fairs  in  the  year,  and  two  markets  in  the  week,  upon  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday.  At 
present,  however,  there  is  no  market  held  on  Wednesday  ; Saturday  is  now  the  only  market- 
day.  Under  another  patent,  granted  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  James  I.,  a market  upon 
another  day,  and  another  fair,  was  granted,  but  they  are  not  now  held. 

3318.  Who  is  the  owner  or  patentee  of  these  markets  and  fairs?— There  are  three 

owners;  Sir  Henry  Wrixon  Becher  is  entitled  to  one-half,  and  Mr.  Richard  Wright,  of 
Clover  Hill,  and  myself,  are  jointly  entitled  to  the  other  half.  The  market  was  let  by 
lease  until  lately.  Sir  Henry  Wrixon  Becher  was  paid  by  one  party  £12  a-year,  and  Mr. 
Wright  and  myself  £12  a-year  for  the  other  half,  by  another  person.  J olin  Shea  and  Mary 
Regan  are  the  persons  who  hold  the  tolls— they  each  hold  half  the  tolls,  under  the  owners, 
for  their  separate  interests,  and  have  arranged  with  each  other  to  receive  the  entire  tolls 
every  alternate  week.  • • . . . , 

3319.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  and  a market-house  ? — There  is  a market-house, 
which  is  not  large  enough  for  the  town,  and  is  not  used  for  market  purposes  ; and  there 
is  not  any  enclosed  market-place,  except  a small  one  for  meat. 
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3320.  What  tolls  are  levied  in  the  markets?  [Witness  produces  the  toll-hoard  of  the  SKIBBEREEN, 
fairs  and  markets  of  Slcibber een],  I will  furnish  you  with  a copy  of  this  toll-board.  20th November,  1832, 

[ The  folio  wing  is  the  copy  of  the  toll-board  furnished  by  the  witness 1 : — — 

291. 

Skibbereen  Toll-boar.]) — Tolls  to  be  Paid.  e-  Townsend,  esq. 


Cows,  each,  . 
Horses,  each, 
Sheep,  each, 
Lambs,  each, 
Pigs,  each,  . 
Ilcifers,  each, 
Colts,  each,  . 
Calves,  each, 
Goats,  each,  . 


s.  d. 
. 0 6 

. 0 6 

. 0 1 

. 0 1 

. 0 2 

. 0 3 

. 0 3 

. 0 1 

. 0 1 


Boats  landed,  . . .06 

Standings,  market-days,  . .01 

Bo.,  fair-days,  . . .04 

One  or  two  churns  of  milk,  potatoes, 
and  meal,  to  pay  the  sixteenth  part 
of  kind,  or  money. 

Baskets  of  fish,  each,  . .01 

Frieze,  three  pence  to  the  crown. 


Sir  William  R.  Beecher,  bart.,  1 
Alexander  O’Driscoll,  esq.,  j 
John  Regan, 

Laurence  Regan, 


[■  Collectors, 


Proprietors. 


3321.  Has  there  been  a weighmaster  appointed  ? — Yes. 

3322.  Are  there  any  public  scales  in  the  market  ? — No  ; those  in  the  market  are  private 
property. 

3323.  Arc  the  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  seller  ? — By  the  buyer  of  cattle  at  fairs,  and 
the  seller  of  cattle  at  markets.  The  seller  of  agricultural  produce  pays  the  tolls  in  both 
fairs  and  markets. 

3324.  Is  all  corn  sold  in  the  town  sold  and  weighed  in  the  market  ? — No : a great 
quantity  of  corn  goes  to  the  merchants’  stores  without  coming  at  all  into  the  market. 

3325.  Are  there  a sufficient  number  of  scales  in  the  market  to  weigh  all  the  corn  sold  in 
the  town? — No ; I believe  the  scales  are  kept  for  weighing  potatoes,  and  not  corn. 

3326.  Are  the  fairs  held  in  the  streets  ? — No ; they  are  held  in  a fair-green. 


John  Shea  examined. 

3327.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I hold  the  tolls  of  the  fairs  and  markets  from  Mr. 
Townsend  and  Mi'.  Wright,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £12  a year. 

3328.  Do  you  always  levy  the  tolls  according  to  the  board  ? — No ; I do  not  levy  so 
much  as  one-sixteenth  of  potatoes.  The  tolls  that  are  really  charged  are : cows,  6c?. ; 
horses,  Gc?. ; pigs,  2d.;  and  lid.  is  the  lowest  charge  made  for  any  pig,  no  matter  how 
small.  In  fact,  we  take  what  we  can  get  from  any  person,  •but  never  more  than  is  upon 
the  toll-board,  and  sometimes  less.  For  heifers  we  charge  3c?.,  and  for  colts,  3d. ; there 
are  never  any  calves  in  the  fairs ; I never  charged  for  a calf,  or  saw  one  in  the  fairs. 

3329.  What  do  you  charge  for  calves  in  the  markets  ? — I believe  they  charge  Id. 

3330.  Do  you  charge  less  than  3c?.  for  a yearling  heifer  ? — No ; nothing  less  than  3c?.  is 
charged  for  any  kind  of  cattle. 

.3331.  What  do  you  charge  for  standings  in  the  market? — I charge  1c?.  a-week  for 
standings ; and  for  that  I let  them  put  their  goods  into  the  market-house  for  that  week. 

3332.  What  do  you  charge  for  weighing  potatoes? — I have  no  scale  of  charges  for 
potatoes;  the  general  charge  is  4c?.  for  every  basket  of  potatoes  weighing  six  or  seven 
weights  of  twenty-three  pounds  each. 

3333.  Do  you  ever  weigh  Indian  corn  or  fish  ? — I get  about  4c?.  a-wcek  for  Indian 
corn ; I charge  1 d.  toll  for  fish  ; on  a fair-day  I charge  2c?.  for  a large  lot  of  fish,  and  some- 
times only  id. 

3334.  Do  you  collect  toll  on  any  other  than  market-days? — No,  I do  not. 

3335.  Has  there  been  a weighmaster  appointed,  and  is  he  sworn  under  4th  Anne, 
cap.  14  ? — There  is  a weighmaster,  but  he  has  not  been  sworn. 

3336.  Who  do  the  beams  and  scales  in  the  market  belong  to? — They  are  my  own 
property ; I might  take  them  away  to-morrow  if  I pleased. 

3337.  If  a person  brought  a quantity  of  potatoes  into  the  town,  and  did  not  weigh  them, 
would  you  charge  him  for  weighing  ? — I would  make  him  pay  if  I could.  I charge  2c?.  for 
weighing  a cart-load  of  potatoes,  no  matter  how  much  is  in  it. 

3338.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight  ? — I weigh  down  weight  to  the 
ground ; the  smallest  weight  I uso  is  six  pounds. 

3339.  Suppose  there  was  standing  beam,  would  you  throw  out  six  pounds? — I would. 

3340.  How  do  you  weigh  potatoes? — I weigh  them  from  the  carts  in  weights  of  twenty- 
three  pounds  each ; there  is  no  deduction  made  from  the  gross  weight  in  potatoes. 

3341.  Do  you  keep  a book  in  which  you  enter  the  nature,  quantity,  and  price,  of  all 
agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  market ; and  do  you  give  a copy  of  such  entry  to  the  buyer 
or  seller  ? — 1 do  not  keep  a book,  such  as  you  describe,  nor  do  I give  any  docket  to  the 
buyer  or  seller.  I chalk  the  weight  of  any  article  on  the  seller’s  hat. 

3342.  How  is  corn  sold? — It  is  sold  by  the  barrel.  I could  give  no  return  of  the 
number  of  barrels  sold  in  the  year. 

3343.  State  your  system  of  levying  tolls  at  the  fairs — I levy  tolls  at  two  fairs  here  upon 
all  cattle  that  are  sold,  when  leaving  the  fair ; I keep  men  who  go  about  the  fair  to  see 
who  sell,  and  who  do  not ; I never  make  them  touch,  to  clear  the  cattle,  any  thing,  but 
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make  them  say,  upon  their  conscience  the  cattle  were  not  sold.  I am  sure,  in  spite  of  all, 

I do  not  get  paid  for  all  that  are  sold. 

3344.  Can  you  say  what  proportion  of  cattle  going  into  a fair,  are  sold  ?•  -JNo,  I cannot. 
334/3.  Do  you  keep  a toll-board  at  each  of  the  gaps  ? — I do.  I wish  to  state,  that  there 
was  a complaint  made  to  me,  by  a man,  the  last  fair,  that  he  was  charged  6d.  for  heifers, 
and  I paid  him  hack  3d.  I employ  the  most  respectable  men  I can  get,  for  my  own  sake, 
and  get  the  money  from  them  in  the  evening  of  the  fair. 

Daniel  M‘  Car  thy  examined. 

334G.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I buy  corn  in  this  town  ; I pay  no  tolls ; it  goes  direct 
to  the  stores.  __  T i i *> 

3347.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  weighing  at  the  stores? — JNo,  1 make  no  charge  ot 
any  kind. 

3348.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  ? — W e weigh  with  a cast  of  the  beam ; the 
smallest  weight  used  is  seven  pounds;  the  scale  need  not  touch  the  ground  ; if  the  beam 
were  cock-and-cock,  I would  allow  that  weight  to  the  farmer ; I buy  in  bulk,  not  in  sacks ; 

I turn  the  corn  into  a box,  and  weigh  it  without  the  sacks ; I deduct  one  stone  seven 
pounds  from  thirty-three  stone  of  oats,  as  beamage,  or  seven  pounds  on  each  draught  of 
eleven  stone.  A person  weighing  at  my  store  could  not  lose  more  than  one  stone  seven 
pounds  on  a barrel  of  thirty-three  stone  of  oats.  In  weighing  barley,  I deduct,  for 
beamage,  seven  pounds  on  the  barrel  of  sixteen  stone.  Four  pounds  was  at  one  time  the 
beamage  deducted  here,  but  it  was  raised  to  seven  pounds  on  account  of  the  dirty  state  in 
which  the  farmer  brought  his  corn  to  market. 

3349.  If  corn  was  found  dirtier  than  the  sample,  would  you  not,  in  addition  to  the 
beamage,  cut  it  down  in  price?— No;  if  corn  were  purposely  made  up  with  dirt,  and  I 
attempted  to  cut  it  down  in  price  at  my  stores,  the  seller  would  have  it  taken  away  to 
some  other  buyer.  Farmers  would  generally  prefer  that  I should  deduct  from  the  weight 
of  the  corn,  instead  of  reducing  the  price ; and  when  I refuse,  they  go  to  other  parties. 

3350.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  made  of  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  merchants’ 
stores  ? — I have  heard  it  complained  of  in  some  cases.  The  farmers  sometimes  mix  sand 
with  their  corn,  on  account  of  the  heavy  deduction  for  beamage. 

3351.  If  corn  was  brought  into  your  stores  in  a perfectly  clean  state,  would  you  still 
deduct  beamage?— I would. 

3352.  Then  the  system  of  deducting  beamage  in  all  cases,  is  an  inducement  to  the 

farmer  to  bring  corn  in  a dirty  state?— I fear  it  has  the  effect  of  preventing  persons  cleaning 
it  properly.  . . 

3353.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 
efficient  staff,  and  under  the  supervision  of  a sworn  weighmaster,  in  which  all  the  agricul- 
tural produce  sold  in  the  town  should  be  weighed  and  sold  ? — I would  be  very  much  in 
favour  of  it;  and,  with  Mr.  Mannion.  I have  for  many  years  endeavoured  to  get  the  landlords 
here  to  get  a proper  market  established  in  this  town. 

3354.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  weigh  all  agricultural  produce  at  standing  beam,  using 
one  pound  as  the  smallest  weight,  and  abolishing  all  deductions,  taking  only  from  the  gross 
weight  of  the  draught  the  actual  tare  of  the  sack  ? — I think  it  would  be  much  better ; but 
at  the  same  time,  if  beamage  is  taken  off  in  Skibbereen,  the  seller  can  get  relatively  a 
greater  price  than  in  other  towns,  where  they  do  not  deduct  so  much  beamage.  I have 
known  corn  sold  as  high  here  as  at  Cork ; this  may,  in  some  degree,  be  caused  by  the 
rivalry  which  exists  among  the  buyers.  The  system  of  weighing  you  propose  would, 
undoubtedly,  be  the  most  honest  one. 

3355.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  tolls,  weights,  and  measures,  over 
the  whole  country? — I would ; the  more  these  things  are  simplified  the  better. 

3356-  Have  you  any  further  suggestions  to  make? — Only  that  there  is  a great  deal  of 
undue  influence  used  by  particular  merchants  to  get  the  corn  into  their  stores;  they  employ 
and  pay  men  to  persuade  the  farmers,  and  their  servants,  to  bring  the  corn  to  these  par-  ^ 
ticular  stores ; we  call  the  men  so  employed  sky  farmers.  I must  also  add,  that  I have  “ 
always  found  the  greater  number  of  the  merchants  of  this  town  desirous  pf  a public  market, 
and  a sworn  weighmaster.  In  1823  I think  there  was  an  Act  passed,  imposing  a penalty 
upon  any  seller  mixing  sand  with  corn,  but  the  merchant  does  not  act  upon  it,  or  he  would 
get  no  corn  to  buy. 

Richard  Becher,  esq.,  J.P.,  examined. 

3357.  Do  you  wish  to  make  any  observations? — Yes ; I wish  to  state  that  some  very 
respectable  farmers  told  me  that  they  had  to  mix  sand  and  gravel  in  their  corn,  in  order  to 
counterbalance  the  loss  of  the  deduction  that  was  made  for  beamage.  A public  market 
would  protect  the  honest  corn  buyer,  as  well  as  the  farmer ; for  the  farmer  would  bring  in 
his  corn  in  a proper  state,  and  would  be  punished  if  it  were  exposed  in  the  market  in  an 
unfit  state.  1 have  been  greatly  annoyed  to  find  that  twenty-one  pounds  are  often  taken 
from  a barrel  of  corn  of  my  own,  after  I have  used  every  precaution  to  have  it  properly, 
cleaned. 

3358.  Do  you  not  think  that  proprietors  of  fairs  should  be  obliged  to  afford  to  the  public, 
properly  enclosed  fair-greens,  with  proper  accommodation,  in  x-eturn  for  the  tolls  they 
receive? — I think  no  proprietor  should  be  entitled  to  receive  any  tolls  unless  proper 
accommodation  was  given  in  return. 
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3359.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  charge  a small  toll  upon  all  cattle  entering  tbe  fair,  in 
the  nature  of  a charge  for  standing,  instead  of  the  present  toll  upon  those  cattle  only  that 
are  sold  ? — I think  that  system  would  be  much  better  than  the  present,  and  it  would  do 
away  with  the  swearing  that  takes  place ; I,  myself,  have  often  seen  a book  presented  to 
parties  going  out  of  the  fair,  who  said  their  cattle  were  not  sold. 

3360.  Do  you  think  there  are  any  persons  who  bring  a pig  or  a cow  for  sale  to  a fair, 
so  poor  that  they  could  not  afford  to  pay  a small  toll  of  \d.  or  1 d.,  entering  the  fair? — 
I am  sure  that,  after  a little  time,  they  would  come  prepared  to  pay  it,  and  would  much 
prefer  it. 

3361.  Do  you  think  the  tolls  are  collected  in  a proper  manner? — No;  the  parties  repre- 
senting the  owners  of  the  markets  and  fairs  have  long  endeavoured  to  have  the  tolls 
properly  collected,  but  have  failed  in  getting  this  done.  We  have  tried  to  get  a regular 
schedule  of  the  tolls  and  the  articles  upon  which  they  were  payable,  and  have  not  succeeded 
in  obtaining  it. 

3362.  The  toll-board  is  now  in  Court? — Yes;  and  I perceive  turnips,  mangolds,  and  other 
green  crops,  are  not  upon  it,  and  yet  tolls  are  charged  upon  them. 

3363.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  a general  market,  such  as  I 
described  to  a former  witness  ? — I would ; it  would  be  a great  protection  to  the  farmer. 

3364.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  tolls,  weights,  and  measures  over 
the  whole  country  ? — I would,  decidedly. 

3365.  Do  you  not  think  all  agricultural  produce  ought  to  be  weighed  standing  beam, 
with  as  low  a weight  as  one  pound,  and  that  all  deductions  should  be  abolished,  except 
the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack  ? — Such  would  be  a great  advantage  to  the  farmer 
who  cleans  his  corn  properly,  and  could  not  fairly  be  objected  to  by  any  one ; the  buyers 
frequently  defraud  the  farmers  by  putting  a bar  of  iron  under  the  scale  with  the  weights  ; 
and  I have  heard  of  a merchant  having  a large  nail  projecting  from  the  bottom  of  the  scale 
in  which  the  weights  were,  by  which  it  became  fixed  to  the  ground,  and  required  much 
more  corn  to  turn  the  scale. 

3366.  Do  you  know  of  any  frauds  being  practised  in  the  butter  market  ? — I have  heard 
that  two  gallons  of  hot  water  are  often  mixed  with  a firkin  of  butter,  to  amalgamate  differ- 
ent qualities  and  kinds  of  butter,  and  that  then  it  is  coloured  with  anatto,  and  then  sold 
as  first  quality ; it  appears  of  very  good  quality,  but  cannot  be  used  a week  after  it  is 
opened,  as  it  will  not  keep. 

James  F.  McCarthy  examined. 

3367 . What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  sworn  weighmaster  of  Bridgetown  butter  market ; 
I keep  my  beams  and  scales  upon  the  bridge  that  was  built  by  the  Board  of  Works. 

3368.  What  are  your  charges  for  weighing  butter  ? — One  halfpenny  for  every  draught  up 
to  twenty  pounds,  and  Id  from  twenty  pounds  to  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  weight ; 
I never  charge  more  than  1 d.  for  any  one  draught. 

3369.  How  is  the  weight  of  the  firkin  in  which  the  butter  is  packed  ascertained  ? — The 
firkin  is  never  weighed  ; the  butter  is  taken  out  of  the  firkin  and  weighed,  and  a ticket  of 
the  weight  given,  according  to  which  the  seller  is  paid ; the  buyers  generally  weigh  the 
butter  themselves ; there  is  very  little,  comparatively,  of  the  butter  sold  in  the  market 
weighed  by  me. 

3370.  What  quantity  of  butter  do  you  suppose  is  sold  in  this  town  in  a week  ? — I should 
say  about  twelve  tons  ; a great  deal  of  the  butter  that  should  be  sold  in  this  town  goes 
to  Clonakilty ; there  is  '3d.  toll  paid  for  every  small  quantity  of  butter  that  is  sold  by  poor 
women  in  the  market,  which  is  brought  in  by  them  under  then-  arms  in  a basket ; and  \d. 
toll  is  charged  for  a churn  of  milk. 

3371.  Do  you  know  of  any  frauds  being  practised  by  the  farmers  with  respect  to  the 
butter  they  bring  into  the  market  ? — I have  known  a stone  to  be  put  to  increase  the  weight 
of  a firkin  of  butter,  and  inferior  butter  put  in  the  middle  of  it. 

3372.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a public  market  and  a sworn  inspector? — I wbuld. 
No  inspection  takes  place  here ; the  butter  from  this  goes  to  Cork  to  be  inspected  and 
qualified. 

T.  H.  Mannion,  esq.,  re-examined. 

3373.  What  quantity  of  butter  do  you  think  is  sold  in  this  town? — About  ten  tons 
leave  this  town  every  week ; the  principal  buyer  here  sends  out  three  loads  every  week ; 
it  is  mostly  bought  by  lump ; it  is  weighed,  but  not  paid  for  by  weight ; this  is  a very 
good  butter  market ; I took  up  tbe  business  of  butter  merchant  myself  and  bought  butter 
for  exportation  ; I think  all  butter  should  be  inspected  and  weighed  by  a sworn  inspector 
and  weighmaster,  before  it  is  sold  ; if  there  was  a market  in  which  all  the  butter  must  be 
sold,  it  would  be  brought  in  in  much  larger  quantities. 

Jeremiah  Crowley,  esq.,  examined. 

3374.  Have  you  any  information  to  give  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  markets  are  con- 
ducted here  ? — Yes;  I have  to  state  that  I know  of  a toll  of  Id  being  charged  a woman 
who  brought  small  fish  into  this  town  on  a Sunday  morning ; she  was  wretchedly  poor ; and 
as  she  had  not  a penny  to  pay  the  collector  he  seized  one  of  the  fish  this  poor  woman  had 
carried  in  twelve  miles  on  her  back,  and  would  have  kept  one  only  I paid  the  Id  for  her. 
I have  heard  several  complaints  of  a similar  nature. 
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John  Shea  re-examined. 

3375.  What  do  you  say  to  the  charge  against  your  collector  of  levying  this  toll  against 
a poor  woman  on  Sunday  ? — I never  heard  of  any  of  the  collectors  doing  such  a thing, 
nor  did  I ever  give  them  authority  to  do  so. 

Lionel  J.  Fleming,  esq.,  j.p — I beg  to  suggest  to  the  Commissioners  that  authority 
should  be  given  to  a sworn  weighmaster  to  weigh  all  empty  firkins  and  brand  the  weight 
upon  them,  allowing  for  soakage ; as  it  is  impossible  for  a merchant,  under  the  present 
system,  to  know  what  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the  cask  when  weighing  a firkin  of  butter. 

M.  Doivning,  esq.,  examined. 

3376.  Have  you  any  statement  to  make  to  us? — I beg  to  state  that  I know  a case  of  a 
weighmaster  who  had  not  sufficient  weights,  and  used  to  get  into  the  scales  himself ; 
I have  myself  paid  for  weighing  in  this  manner.  I beg  also  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
riots  that  take  place  upon  the  quays,  from  the  manner  in  which  the  tolls  are  collected  from 
the  boatmen  by  the  collectors,  who  often  seize  their  oars,  which  causes  riots  and  fighting. 


Bandon,  Novessber  22,  1S52. 

Alexander  Sicanton,  esq.,  examined. 

3377.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — I live  in  Bandon  ; I am  agent  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire, 
who  is  the  patentee  of  the  fairs  and  markets  held  in  this  town. 

3378.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  are  these  markets  and  fairs  held  ? — Two  fairs  to 
be  held  on  the  south  side  of  the  town,  and  Saturday’s  market,  belong  to  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire, under  a patent  granted  in  the  seventh  year  of  James  the  First.  There  are  two 
other  fairs,  which  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  is  authorized  to  hold  upon  the  north  side  of  the 
town,  and  a market  oil  Wednesday,  under  a patent  granted  in  the  eleventh  year  of  James 
the  First. 

3379.  What  are  the  market-days? — Wednesday  and  Saturday;  but  the  Wednesday’s 
market  is  never  so  good  as  Saturday’s. 

3380.  What  fairs  are  held  in  this  town  ? — There  are  four  old  fairs  held ; and  some  few 
years  ago  it  was  represented  to  the  duke,  that  monthly  fairs  would  be  advantageous  to 
the  town,  and  therefore  ten  other  fairs  were  established,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  every 
month,  except  May  and  November,  in  which  fairs  are  held  under  the  old  patent.  Thus 
there  arc  ten  new  monthly  fairs,  and  four  old  ones,  held  in  tin's  town  in  the  year.  Two 
of  the  old  ones  being  held  in  the  end  of  their  respective  months  do  not  interfere  with  the 
new  ones  in  the  same  month,  as  the  new  ones  are  always  held  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
each  month. 

3381.  Are  the  tolls  of  the  fairs  or  markets  leased? — No  ; the  markets  and  fairs  are  held 
by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  who  is  the  owner  of  them,  and  of  nearly  the  whole  of  this 
town. 

3382.  What  tolls  are  levied  in  the  fairs  and  markets  ? — There  arc  no  tolls  at  present 
paid  in  the  fairs  or  markets.  Some  time  ago  a good  deal  of  agitation  existed  on  the  sub- 
ject of  tolls,  and  it  was  said  that  legislation  on  the  matter  would  take  place,  to  do  away 
with  tolls  everywhere.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire,  in  order  to  facilitate  such  a course, 
stopped  levying  tolls  in  six  or  seven  market  towns  which  belonged  to  him ; but  his  right 
to  do  so  still  exists. 

3383.  How  many  years  ago  is  it  since  tolls  were  levied  by  the  Duke  ? — I should  say 
about  twenty-one  years  since  any  tolls  were  collected  by  him.  They  never  have  been 
levied  since  I became  agent.  The'  toll-board  has,  however,  always  remained  posted  up  to 
the  present  time.  The  monthly  fairs  were  established  free  of  toll. 

3384.  Are  there  enclosed  market-places  ? — There  arc ; for  vegetables,  fish,  milk,  and 
meat ; in  fact,  for  every  thing,  except  corn  and  butter,  which  are  sold  in  the  street.  The 
potato  market  and  house  could,  however,  be  used  for  selling  and  weighing  corn. 

3385.  Where  is  the  corn  generally  weighed  ? — It  is  generally  weighed  in  the  merchants’ 
stores. 

3386.  Where  is  all  the  other  agricultural  produce  sold  and  weighed  ? — Nearly  all  the 
potatoes  sold  in  this  town  are  sold  and  weighed  in  the  market ; hay  and  straw  is  mostly 
sold  in  the  streets.  I have  always  given  strict  directions,  that  whatever  was  sold  in  the 
market  should  be  weighed  in  it ; but  I cannot  say  whether  such  orders  are  implicitly  fol- 
lowed. 

3387.  Has  there  been  a sworn  weighmaster  appointed  under  the  Statute  of  4th  Anne, 
cap.  14,  and  are  there  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights,  in  the  market  ? — 
There  is  a weighmaster  in  the  potato  market,  who  has,  I think,  been  sworn  ; but  I do  not 
know  if  he  was  sworn  under  that  Statute.  There  are  three  beams,  scales,  and  sets^  of 
weights  in  the  potato  market,  and  one  in  which  corn  is  weighed  in  the  market-house.  The 
weighmaster  was,  I think,  sworn  about  twelve  years  ago,  before  Air.  Sealy,  a magistrate. 
The  weighmaster’s  name  is  Swiney ; he  succeeded  his  father-in-law  as  weighmaster.  There 
are  three  persons  appointed  to  weigh  potatoes  in  the  potato-market. 
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3388  What  are  the  charges  for  weighing  in  the  market  ?— The  charges  authorized  by  me  BANDON, 
arc,  3d.  for  every  load  of  potatoes  and  turnips,  which  merely  pay  the  persons  employed;  a*nd November,  1802. 
and  his  Grace  derives  nothing  from  the  markets,  although  they  were  built  and  are  kept  up  301 , 

by  him.  The  weiglnnaster  keeps  all  the  fees  he  receives.  F or  lesser  complements  than  a Alex>  gwaIltonj  esq., 
load  the  charge  is  from  a halfpenny  up  to  3d.,  but  never  more  than  3 <7.  for  any  cart-load. 

A halfpenny  is  charged  for  weighing  any  draught  of  corn,  no  matter  what  weight,  whether 
great  or  little.  There  arc  no  other  charges  made  that  I am  aware  of.  The  weiglnnaster, 
and  the  persons  weighing  in  the  market,  have  no  salary,  but  keep  the  fees  paid  tor  weigh- 
in".  The  weighmaster  has,  besides,  a house  in  the  corn  market,  rent  free. 

*3389.  Does  the  weighmaster  keep  a book,  from  which  he  could  furnish  the  nature,  quan- 
tity and  price,  of  all  agricultural  produce  sold  for  seven  years  in  this  town? — I think  he 
could.  If  I had  known  the  exact  nature  of  the  information  required  by  the  Commissioners 
sooner,  I would  have  fully  informed  myself  upon  these  matters ; but  I did  not  receive  the 
notice  of  this  investigation  in  sufficient  time.  However,  I do  not  think  the  books  would 
show  more  than  the  agricultural  produce  sold  and  weighed  in  the  market,  and  a large 
portion  never  enters  the  market  for  sale.  At  the  last  market  there  were,  I understand, 
fifteen  loads  of  potatoes  sold  and  weighed  in  the  market.  The  loads  of  potatoes  that 
passed  through  the  market  were,  from  January,  1851,  to  January,  1852,  4,015  loads ; from 
January.  1852,  to  the  5th  of  November,  3,007.  The  corn  that  was  weighed  in  the  corn 
market,  from  January,  1851,  to  January,  1852,  was,  4,570  draughts;  and  from  January, 

1852,  to  the  5th  of  November,  2,858— all  these  passed  through  the  market;  but  a large 

quantity,  in  addition,  was  sold  outside  the  market,  in  the  streets. 

3390.  Could  you  not  oblige  all  persons  to  sell  and  weigh  in  the  market . 1 could,  by 

the  patent.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  has  never  given  up  his  rights  under  the  patent ; 
he  keeps  the  markets  locked  up  ; they  are  his  private  property;  no  person  could  use  them, 
without  being  allowed  by  the  Duke.  A toll-board  has  also  been  always  posted  up,  although 
the  tolls  upon  it  are  not  levied.  The  collection  of  tolls  under  the  patent  are  merely  sus- 
pended, and  not  given  up  by  him.  The  Duke  also  appointed  a clerk  of  the  market,  under 
a patent  granted  in  1(111,  in  the  reign  of  James  the  First.  . „. 

3391.  Is  there  a butter  market  held  here? — There  is  no  enclosed  butter  market,  ihe 
butter  is  generally  sold  in  the  streets,  and  weighed  by  the  parties  who  buy  it. 

3392.  Can  you  state  what  proportion  of  the  corn  sold  in  the  town  comes  into  the  market . 

1 cannot  form  any  idea  of  the  exact  quantity,  but  I know  a very  small  proportion  does. 

3393.  If  all  the  corn  sold  in  the  town  was  sold  in  the  market,  would  there  be  sufficient 
accommodation  in  the  market  for  it  ? — I do  not  think  there  would, 

3394  Do  you  not  think  the  system  of  weighing  at  the  private  stores  01  the  merchants 
affords  facilities  for  frauds?— I do.  I think  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  all  agricul- 
tural produce  coming  into  a town,  brought  into  the  public  market  and  weighed  there. 

3395.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  tolls  over  the  whole  country,  and  that 
what  is  called  in  a patent  reasonable  toll  should  be  defined  by  Act  of  Parliament . I am 
not  much  in  favour  of  tolls  being  charged  in  general,  but  I feel  that  it  would,  111  most  cases, 
be  necessary  to  levy  some  small  toll,  in  order  to  pay  the  expense  of  keeping  open  a proper 
market,  and  an  efficient  staff  of  officers.  I am  not  prepared  to  say  wliat  would  be  a reason- 
able toll.  I think  the  present  system  very  objectionable,  but  am  unable  to  say  what  is  the 
best  means  of  improving  it.  I think,  however,  the  markets  could  be  maintained,  and  a 
proper  superintendence  supplied,  if  a fair  toll  were  levied. 

3396.  Where  arc  the  fairs  held?— The  fairs  are  held  on  a lull  at  the  south  side  of 
the  town  ; and  on  the  north  side,  they  are  held  on  an  open  space  of  ground  opposite  to  the 
barracks,  and  surrounding  the  meat  market.  The  cattle,  however,  come  down  into  the 


Tiie  sireeis;  souiB  xauius,  in  — o — . 11  i„ 

of  the  town,  is  sufficiently  large  for  all  the  cattle  brought  to  it;  and  there  would  be  also 
upon  this,  the  south  side,  sufficient  room,  if  the  police  would  keep  the  cattle  in  the  piopei 
place,  but  some  of  the  shopkeepers  would  object  to  this. 

3397.  Are  tolls  charged  at  the  fairs?— No. 

3398.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  better  to  charge  some  small  toll  upon  all  cattle  enter- 
ing a fair,  and  provide  an  enclosed  fair-green  and  proper  accommodation,  instead  oi  as  at 
present,  charging  no  tolls,  and  providing  very  little  accommodation  ?— I think  levying  tolls 
is  objectionable,  and  that  the  accommodation  at  present  is  very  good;  but  1 do  ^t  thmk 
you  could  expect  any  proprietor  to  provide  such  accommodation  as  you  speak  ol,  unless 

B°3mVanto“Sms  to  bo  bettor  off  than  most  towns;  the  proprietor  provides  some 
accommodation  for  the  fairs,  and  levies  no  tolls;  but  do  you  not  think,  as  a geneial  iule, 
that  it  would  bo  better  for  the  public  to  have  an  enclosed  taw-green,  and  modeiato  tolls 
levied  on  all  cattle  entering  it  ? — I do.  -.-i, 

3400.  Do  you  not  think  there  ought  to  be  an  enclosed  market  for  coin,  mth  proper 
weights  and  scales?-!  think  a great  deal  of  corn  coukl  bo  sold  and  weighed  m th pro  ent 
potato  market.  The  Duke  keeps  up  the  markets,  and  the  beams  and  scales  in  oidei,  that 
there  may  be  ono  proper  set  for  the  townspeople  to  adjust  then's  by. 

3101.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  this  county  and  district  . There 
is- an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures,  but  he  has  only  just  been  appointed, . and y eat 
complaints  are  made  of  what  he  charges  for  stamping-  the  weights  ; lio  is,  I believe  m the 
town  at  present.  I think  it  right  to  state  the  Duke  is  the  patentee  of  two  fairs,  and  a 
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market  every  Thursday  in  Inniskeen,  in  this  county,  under  a patent  granted  by  James  I., 
. in  the  18th  year  of  his  reign ; and  that  the  collection  of  tolls  at  Inniskeen  was  suspended 
at  the  same  time  as  it  was  here,  and  the  duke  at  present  levies  no  tolls  at  Inniskeen. 
There  is  no  market-place  there,  but  the  street  there  is,  however,  used  as  a green  for  holding 
the  fair  in. 

Jacob  Siveeney  examined. 

3402.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  weighmaster  of  the  market.  I was  appointed  by 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  has  held  the  office  for  eight  or  ten  years. 

3403.  Have  you  been  sworn  under  the  4th  of  Anne,  cap.  14  ? — I have.  I was  sworn  by 
Mr.  Sealy,  the  magistrate.  The  oath  was  not  to  wrong  any  person ; I do  not  think  there 
was  any  writing  on  the  occasion. 

3404.  What  is  the  charge  for  weighing  in  the  market  ? — From  \d.  to  3d.  a load  upon 
potatoes,  and  4c7.  for  a draught  of  corn. 

3405.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  market? — In  corn  we  weigh  down  weight, 
and  use  no  smaller  weight  than  two  pounds ; the  scale  must  touch  the  ground,  I would 
throw  out  two  pounds  from  standing  beam,  two  pounds  from  each  hundred- weight,  and  two 
pounds  each  draught,  are  deducted  from  the  gross  weight  of  corn,  for  tret  and  beamage. 
We  do  not  deduct  the  weight  of  the  empty  sack,  as  the  buyer  does  this ; we  only  give  the 
gross  weight,  we  make  no  other  deduction. 

3406.  Do  you  keep  a book,  in  which  you  enter  the  nature,  quantity,  and  price  of  the 
agricultural  produce  sold  and  weighed  in  these  markets,  and  does  the  buyer  or  seller 
receive  a copy  of  such  entries  ? — I keep  a book,  in  which  I enter  the  date,  the  seller’s  name, 
and  the  gross  weight  of  the  corn,  but  not  the  price.  I do  not  in  general  deduct  the  tret 
or  beamage,  unless  I am  asked ; I give  a ticket  to  the  seller  which  is  a copy  of  what  I enter 
in  my  book. 

3407.  You  could,  then,  I suppose,  in  case  the  seller  lost  the  ticket  you  gave  him,  give  him 
a duplicate  ? — I could. 

3408.  State  your  system  of  weighing  potatoes In  weighing  potatoes,  we  only' weigh 

them  in  draughts  of  twenty-three  pounds  or  eleven  pounds  and  a-lialf ; I have  not  a five 
pound  three-quarters  weight,  as  we  very  seldom  weigh  less  than  eleven  pounds  and  a-half 
of  potatoes. 

Mr.  Swanton. — I beg  to  state,  that  I have  directed  the  weighmaster  to  weigh  nothing  under 
half  a weight  of  potatoes — owing  to  the  system  which  had  very  generally  prevailed;  I allude 
to  a habit  some  persons  had  of  going  into  the  market  and  purchasing  potatoes  in  small  quan- 
tities, although  these  parties  retailed  them  afterwards.  This  plan  was  adopted  by  these 
jobbers,  because  the  potatoes  were  by  this  means  weighed  down  weight  on  the  smaller  quan- 
tities, and  therefore,  these  people  in  purchasing  a great  many  small  quantities  separately, 
got  a much  greater  quantity  for  the  same  money,  than  if  they  bought  one  large  quantity. 
To  put  a stop  to  this  system,  I told  the  weighmaster  to  weigh  nothing  less  than  half  a 
weight  of  twenty-three  pounds,  and  therefore,  the  weighmaster  does  not  keep  the  proper 
weights  for  weighing  a quarter  of  a weight. 

Jacob  Sweeney's  examination  continued. 

3409.  If  a person  wished  to  have  five  or  six  sacks  of  potatoes  weighed  together,  would 
he  be  able  to  get  it  done  in  the  market : or  would  he  be  obliged  to  divide  them  into  weights 
of  twenty-three  pounds  each  ? — He  would  be  able  to  weigh  the  quantity  altogether  if  he 
wished  it  in  the  scales  in  the  market-house.  In  weighing  potatoes,  we  weigh  down  weight, 
and  call  out  the  exact  weight,  whatever  it  may  be.  The  same  deductions  are  made  in 
weighing  potatoes  as  in  corn.  One  potato  will  bring  the  potato-scales  from  standing  beam 
to  the  ground  ; I have  seen  one  ounce  weight  do  this.  There  are  three  women  employed 
to  weigh  potatoes  in  the  market.  They  keep  no  book,  or  give  no  account  of  what  they 
receive ; I never  charge  more  than  3d.  for  weighing  a load  of  potatoes,  no  matter  how  large 
it  is. 

3410.  Do  you  ever  weigh  butter  in  the  market  ? — Yes.  I sometimes  weigh  it ; but  only 
weigh  a very  small  proportion  of  what  is  sold  in  this  town. 

3411.  State  your  system  of  weighing  butter  ? — Half  a pound  is  the  smallest  weight  used, 
we  require  only  a turn  of  the  cock,  and  deduct  no  beamage. 

3412.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  wool  ? — We  weigh  wool  at  standing  beam  with  a 
pound  weight,  and  charge  only  a halfpenny  for  weighing  each  sack,  no  matter  how  large 
it  is. 

3413.  What  does  a barrel  consist  of? — A barrel  of  wheat  consists  of  twenty  stone;  a 
barrel  of  oats,  of  thirty-three  stone ; a barrel  of  barley,  of  sixteen  stone.  The  large  barrel 
of  potatoes  consists  of  eighty-four,  and  the  small  barrel  of  forty-eight  weights  of  twenty- 
three  pounds  each. 

3414.  What  does  a stone  weigh? — It  weighs  fourteen  pounds,  except  in  the  caseof  wool 
or  feathers,  which  weigh  sixteen  pounds  to  the  stone. 

3415.  Does  a hundred-weight  always  consist  of  112  pounds? — It  does. 

3416.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter  in  this  town? — No;  it  is  generally  weighed  and 
qualified  by  the  person  who  buys.  There  is  a very  large  quantity  of  butter  sold  in  this 
town. 
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3417.  Have  you  hoard  any  complaints  of  the  mode  of  weighing  in  the  merchants’  stores  ? BAND  ON, 

No;  I have  not.  22nc?  November,  1852. 

3418.  Can  you  form  any  idea  of  the  quantity  of  corn  sold  in  this  town  ? — No ; the  book  I — 

keep  would  tell  the  quantity  of  corn  weighed  in  the  market,  as  well  as  the  number  of 

draughts,  but  not  the  entire  of  what  is  sold  in  the  town.  I could  give  the  above  particu-  Jacob  Sweeney’ 
lars  for  one  or  more  years,  hut  could  not  furnish  statistics  such  as  are  shown  in  the  book 
you  produce,  as  kept  by  the  weighmaster  of  the  corn  market. 

3419.  How  often  are  the  weights  and  beams  adjusted? — About  two  or  three  times  in 
every  three  months. 

3420.  What  weight  would  it  take  to  bring  down  the  scale  from  standing  beam  to  down 
weight  in  heavy  draughts  ? — About  two  pounds  would  bring  it  to  the  ground. 

3421.  Have  you  got  a copy  of  the  toll-board  at  present  posted  up  in  the  market?— I 
have,  and  will  furnish  one  to  you.  [The  following  is  the  copy  of  the  toll-board  furnished 
by  the  witness.  J 

A Schedule  of  the  Tolls  and  Customs  payable  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  out  of  the  Town 
of  Bandon  and  Precincts. 


s.  d. 

Corn  sold  or  offered  for  sale, ) 32nd 
Oatmeal  and  potatoes,  J part, 

For  every  pedler  or  hawker,  on  fair- 

‘ days,  . . .02 

For  every  do.  do.,  on  market- 

days,  . . .01 

For  every  standing,  on  fair-days,  . 0 4 
„ do.,  on  market-days,  . 0 1 

„ horse,  cow,  bull,  or  mule,  sold,  . 0 6 

For  each  yearling  colt  or  filly,  do.,  . 0 3 
„ pig,  sheep,  or  goat,  do.,  . 0 1 

„ calf  or  lamb,  do.,  . . 0 

„ cow-hide,  horse-hide,  or  kip,  do.,  0 1 
„ dozen  dry  or  wet  calf-skins,  do.,  0 2 
„ gallon  raw  honey  offered  for  sale,  0 1 
„ Hive  offered  for  do.,  . .02 

For  every  crown  received  for  frieze 

or  flannel  sold,  . .03 

Any  person  detected  purchasing  goods  out  of  tl 
Mr.  I 


For  every  twenty  bandies  by  wholesale,  0 2 
For  each  cart-load  of  fish  offered  for  sale,  0 2 
„ horse-load  do.,  do.  .01 
„ load  of  lemons  or  charcoal,  . 0 1 

„ barrel  of  lime  for  sale,  . 0 1 

,,  basket  of  fowls,  on  majket-days,  0 1 

„ goose  or  turkey,  on  do.,  . 0 0£ 

„ stand  of  do.,  on  fair-days,  . 0 4 

„ cut  of  bandlecloth,  from  one 

handle  upwards,  . . 0 0| 

For  every  firkin  of  butter,  offered  for 

sale,  . .01 

„ firkin  cut  in  the  market,  . 0 4 

„ crock  or  keg,  . .02 

„ stone  of  wool  offered  for  sale,  0 1 

„ stone  of  tallow,  do.,  . 0 1 

„ stone  of  feathers,  do.,  . 0 1 

For  each  load  of  skim-milk,  . . 0 0i 

market,  will  be  prosecuted  as  the  law  directs. 
’ewart  Trisilian,  and  his  Assistants,  Collectors. 


William  Connell  Sullivan  examined. 

303. 

3422.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I buy  corn  in  this  market.  Wm.  C.  Sullivan. 

3423.  Where  do  you  weigh  the  corn  you  purchase  ? — In  my  own  stores.  Most  of  the 
corn  sold  in  this  town  is  weighed  in  the  private  stores  of  the  merchants.  I should  say  about 
seven-eighths  of  it. 

3424.  What  quantity  of  com  is  sold  in  this  town  in  one  year  ? — I should  say  about  sixty 
or  seventy  thousand  barrels. 

3425.  Do  you  make  ajiy  charge  at  your  stores  for  weighing  or  porterage  ? — No. 

3426.  State  the  system  of  weighing  at  your  stores. — We  weigh  down  weight;  the 
smallest  weight  is  one  pound,  and  we  deduct  the  exact  weight  of  the  sack.  We  deduct 
seven  pounds  from  the  barrel  on  wheat,  and  two  pounds  to  the  draught.  In  barley  the 
deduction  is  four  pounds  to  sixteen  stone  of  barley.  In  oats  there  are  two  pounds  deducted 
from  each  hundred-weight,  and  two  pounds  from  each  draught.  These  are,  I believe,  the 
deductions  generally  made  in  the  private  stores  in  this  town. 

3427.  Have  you  heard  many  complaints  of  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  private 
stores? — I have  heard  complaints,  but  think  the  weighing  in  the  merchants’  stores  is 
generally  correct.  At  the  same  time,  I quite  agree  with  the  former  witnesses,  that  all  the 
corn  ought  to  be  sold  and  weighed  in  the  public  market ; such  would  be  much  better  both 
for  the  farmer  and  the  buyer. 

3428.  Do  you  not  think  that  all  corn  should  be  weighed  at  standing  beam,  using  as  small  a 
weight  as  one  pound,  and  making  no  other  deduction  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  draught, 
except  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack  ? — I think  it  would  be  the  most  correct 
system,  and  could  hardly  be  objected  to ; at  the  same  time,  as  to  the  beamage,  I would 
suggest,  that  the  farmers  bring  in  their  com  so  dirty  that  some  allowance  ought  to  be 
made  for  this. 

3429.  May  not  one  of  the  causes  of  the  farmers  bringing  their  corn  in  a dirty  state,  be  the 
knowledge  that  there  will  be  a deduction  for  beamage,  no  matter  how  clean  it  is  ? — Yes  ; 

I think  it  very  likely  that  the  deduction  for  beamage  may  have  this  effect.  I think  the 
infliction  of  a penalty  upon  all  parties  adulterating  their  corn,  with  gravel,  sand,  or  any 
thing  else,  would  prevent  them  doing  so.  The  poorer  farmers,  for  want  of  proper  barns 
to  thresh  their  Corn,  cannot  bring  it  in  perfectly  clean.  Abolishing  beamage  would, 

I think,  come  to  the  same  tiling  to  the  purchaser,  but  would  be  a great  advantage  to  the 
farmer,  and  on  the  whole,  for  every  reason,  I would  be  in  favour  of  doing  away  with  beamage 
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BAND  ON, 
22n<i  November,  18! 

303. 

Wm.  C.  Sullivai 


304. 

Alex.  Swanton, 


altogether.  As  to  the  system  of  weighing  potatoes  in  this  market,  I hope  you  will  allow 
32.  me  to  mention  a circumstance  that  occurred  to  myself.  I sent  some  potatoes  to  be  sold  in 
this  market,  and  thought  my  man  did  not  bring  me  back  a proper  return.  I.  sent  thirty-six 
weights  of  twenty-three  pounds  each,  and  he  only  brought  me  back  payment  for  thirty 
weights.  I blamed  the  man  very  much  at  first,  but  found  he  was  not  in  fault,  and  that  it 
was°to  be  accounted  for  from  their  being  weighed  in  small  quantities,  and  dead  weight  being 
allowed  on  each  quantity  weighed,  however  small.  I lost  one-sixth  of  my  potatoes  by  this 
system ; I complained  to  Mr.  Swanston  of  this,  and  he  told  me  I had  no  particular  reason 
to  do  so,  as  he  himself  always  calculated  upon  losing  one-sixth  of  the  potatoes  he  sent  to 
market,  by  the  system  of  weighing  them. 

3430.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  tolls,  weights,  and  measures  over  the 
whole  country  ?— I would  ; but  I think  excessive  tolls  should  be  guarded  against.  If  an  Act 
of  Parliament  defined  what  were  reasonable  tolls,  this  objection  would  be  done  away  with. 
I should  say  2d.  a barrel  on  wheat,  and  Id.  a barrel  on  other  grain,  would  not,  I think,  be 
too  much  to  charge  for  toll. 

3431.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  such  as  I described  to  a former 
witness,  being  established  in  the  different  market  towns  in  Ireland  ? — I would  ; and  I think 
there  should  be  a sufficient  toll  allowed  to  the  proprietor  to  enable  him  to  pay  the  expenses, 
and  maintain  the  market  in  a respectable  manner,  but  not  sufficient  to  allow  him  to  derive 
any  profit  from  it.  I would  compel  all  the  buyers  and  sellers  to  go  to  this  market,  which 
ought  to  be  opened  and  closed  at  stated  hours. 

3432.  Have  you  any  observations  to  make  with  respect  to  the  butter  market? — -There is 

no  proper  butter  market  here.  The  butter  sold  in  this  town  is  brought  in  chiefly  in  crocks 
by  the  country  people  ; Mr.  Desmond  is  the  chief  buyer  here ; very  little  is  bought  by  any 
one  else  ; it  is  prepared  by  him  for  the  English  market ; I do  not  know  how  he  prepares 
it.  From  there  being  no  proper  market  accommodation  for  the  sale  of  butter,  the  people 
are  exposed,  while  selling  it,  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  in  the  streets ; and  I am  sure 
if  they  had  shelter,  and  proper  accommodation,  the  butter  market  in  this  town  would  be 
very  much  imoroved.  . . 

3433.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  butter  sold  in  the  town  should  be  inspected,  weighed, 
and  qualified  by  a sworn  inspector? — I do  ; I do  not  see  why  it  should  not  be  sold  here  as 
well  as  in  Cork,  under  proper  regulations.  I commenced  buying  butter,  but  as  I had  no 
means  of  ascertaining  the  qualities  of  the  butter,  I did  not  continue  in  the  trade. 

3434.  Have  you  any  other  suggestions  to  make  ? — I think  that  all  the  present  markets 
should  be  concentrated,  and  brought  into  one  place,  as  they  are  too  scattered  at  present ; 
and  if  they  were  close  to  each  other  it  would  be  an  advantage  both  to  buyers  and  sellers. 
The  system  of  employing  sky  farmers  (as  we  call  them)  ought  to  be  put  a stop  to  by  Act 
of  Parliament.  These  people  play  into  the  hands  of  the  buyers  of  grain,  and  are  paid  by 
the  merchants  for  bringing  corn  to  their  stores,  the  competition  among  the  merchants  is  so 
great  in  this  town.  In  the  end,  as  a matter  of  course,  the  farmer  pays  for  the  sky  farmer. 
I have  also  to  remark,  that  there  is  a very  great  want  of  a weigh-bridge  in  this  town.  It  a 
farmer  has  eight  or  ten  tons  of  hay,  lie  is  obliged  to  go  to  one  of  these  sky  farmers,  who 
tells  him  “ I will  get  you  a purchaser  for  it.”  It  has  then  to  be  weighed,  for  the  farmer 
has  no  scales  of  his  own ; and  he  has  to  weigh  it  by  the  hundred- weight  at  a very  great 
loss  of  weight  and  time.  With  regard  to  imposing  tolls  upon  all  cattle  entering  the  fairs, 
by  obliging  the  proprietor  to  provide  an  enclosed  fair-green  and  proper  accommodation, 
I think  the  farmers  would  prefer  the  fairs  being  conducted  with  the  present  accommo- 
dation, and  no  tolls  to  be  charged,  as  at  present. 

Alex.  Swanton.  esq. — With  regard  to  what  has  fallen  from  Mr.  Sullivan,  as  to  the  system  of 
weighing  potatoes  in  the  market,  I beg  to  observe,  that  until  lately  the  scales  m the  market  for 
weighing  potatoes  were  not  good ; but  latterly  I have  got  the  best  scales  that  can  be 
procured  in  Cork,  and  have  had  them  put  up  in  the  market,  instead  of  the  old  ones.  It  is 
the  custom  to  weigh  potatoes  by  the  weight,  but  they  can  have  them  weighed  by  the  sack 
if  they  require  it.  Mr.  Sullivan’s  potatoes  were  new  potatoes,  which  are  always  bought  m 
small  quantities  by  parties  who  retail  them  about  the  town.  W hat  Mr.  Sullivan  states 
might,  no  doubt,  be  the  case  if  the  size  of  the  basket  in  which  they  were  weighed  was  very- 
small.  It  was  to  prevent  this  occurring  that  I told  the  weighmaster  not  to  weigh  so  small 
a quantity  as  a quarter  of  a weight,  nor  less  than  half  a weight.  With  regard  to  the 
complaints  that  were  made  about  the  fairs,  I am  of  opinion  it  would  be  injurious  to  remove 
them  out  of  the  town  ; the  shopkeepers  would  object  very  strongly  to  have  it  done. 

3435.  Do  you  not  think,  however,  as  a general  rule,  fairs  ought  to  be  held  in  enclosed 
fair-greens  ? — I dare  say  they  ought ; but  when  I got  the  monthly  fairs-  established,  I 
thought  the  present  site  the  best  for  the  convenience  of  persons  coming  into  the  town, 
being  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  hotel,  and  receiving  shelter  from  the  meat  market. 
Authority  ought  to  bo  given  to  the  proprietors  to  regulate  the  markets  and  fairs,  and  an 
Act  ought  to  be  passed  to  enable  them  to  do  so.  I am  quite  of  opinion,  also,  that  the 
weighmaster  should  be  obliged  to  keep  a proper  book,  by  which  he  could  furnish  statistical 
returns  if  required.  I feel  that  a public  market  and  public  weighing  are  the  only 
securities  to  the  farmer  against  fraud,  and,  therefore,  I would  oblige  every  thing  to  be  sold 
and  weighed  in  the  public  market. 
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Henry  Hennick,  esq.,  examined. 

3436.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — I reside  at  Woodlands,  near  Bandon. 

3437.  Can  you  add  any  thing  to  what  the  witnesses  have  said? — I think  it  is  very 
wrong  that  a farmer  should  be  punished  (as  he  now  is),  if  he  cleans  his  corn  properly,  by 
having  heavy  beamage  deducted  from  his  corn  for  dirt  which  is  not  in  it.  The  present 
system  encourages  a slovenly  mode  of  cleaning  corn,  and  is  a direct  permission  not  to  do 
it  properly. 

343 v Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  general  markets,  such  as  I 
described  to  a former  witness  ? — I would ; as  also  of  your  suggestion  of  weighing  at 
standing  beam,  with  one  pound,  and  abolishing  all  deductions  unless  the  actual  weight  of  the 
sack ; and  an  assimilation  of  tolls,  weights,  and  measures  over  the  whole  countiy.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  much  more  corn  would  bo  weighed  and  sold  in  this  town  if  there  was 
a public  market  for  it.  The  fact  of  weighing  in  the  private  stores  of  the  merchants, 
destroys  all  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  farmer. 

343!).  Do  you  not  think  that  every  proprietor  of  a fair  or  market  should  lose  bis  tolls 
unless  he  gave  proper  accommodation  in  return  ? — I think  so. 

3440.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  levy  a small  toll  upon  all  cattle  entering  a fair,  instead 
of  the  present  system  ? — I think  the  fairs  here  are  held  in  a very  good  place,  and  are  very 
well  as  they  are  in  every  respect. 

William  Spillan,  esq.,  examined. 

3441.  Have  you  any  observation  to  make? — I beg  to  state  that  I consider  the  simplest 
mode  of  weighing  the  best  for  farmers,  who  are  no  scholars,  and  would  find  it  difficult  to 
calculate  what  they  were  to  receive  under  the  present  system  of  weighing  here.  I myself 
ljave  very  often  found  it  no  easy  matter  to  ascertain  what  I ought  to  receive  for  corn  sold 
and  weighed  at  the  stores.  I am  of  opinion  that  corn  ought  to  be  sold  every  where  by  the 
stone,  which  would  make  it  easy  to  calculate  what  amount  of  money  ought  to  be  received 
for  any  quantity. 

3442.  Do  the  merchants  pay  for  the  odd  pounds  under  half  a stone? — They  do;  the 
merchant,  if  the  farmer  likes,  gives  him  a ticket,  which  shows  the  number  of  ban-els  sold, 
and  generally  the  allowance  made  for  tret  and  beamage  ; the  beamage,  however,  does  not 
in  all  cases  appear  upon  the  ticket;  it  is  given  at  some  only  of  the  stores.  The  merchant's 
weighmaster  sometimes  calls  out  the  weight  two  pounds  less  than  it  is,  thus  deducting 
the  beamage,  and  does  not  in  that  case  enter  it  upon  the  ticket.  I wish  also  to  observe, 
that  I quite  agree  with  a former  witness,  as  to  the  inconvenience  the  farmers  are  put  to, 
from  the  fact  of  there  being  no  weigh- bridge  in  the  town,  and  as  to  the  necessity  of  having 
one  established  here  as  soon  as  possible. 

John  Desmond  examined. 

3443.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Bandon. 

3444.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I buy  butter  in  this  market— as  much  as  1 00  firkins, 
sometimes,  in  the  week.  I buy  it  fresh,  and  salt  it  for  exportation. 

3445.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a proper  butter  market  established, 
under  a proper  inspector,  and  that  all  butter  sold  in  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed 
in  the  market  ? — No  ; I would  much  prefer  the  present  system. 

Thomas  Gash,  esq.,  examined. 

3446.  Do  you  wish  to  add  any  thing  to  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  examined  ? Yes ; 

I think  if  all  butter  were  obliged  to  go  into  a properly  regulated  butter  market,  it  would  be  a 
great  advantage.  It  is  bought  here  at  the  same  price  as  in  Cork,  and  therefore  somethin" 
must  be  done  to  it,  to  enable  it  to  compete  with  the  Cork  butter,  as  it  always  goes  for  sale 
there.  It  must  therefore  be  adulterated  by  water  and  salt,  or  something  else,  to  increase 
its  weight,  as  the  profit  realized  can  be  only  by  an  increase  of  weight,  there  being  no  other 
difference  in  the  price  of  butter  at  the  Cork  and  Bandon  markets.  It  is  also,  I understand, 
coloured  here,  besides  the  water  being  added.  These  practices  show  the  want  of  a proper 
butter  market  and  butter  inspector ; and  the  market,  besides,  gets  a bad  name. 


Cork,  November  23,  1852. 

Ezekiel  Webber,  esq.,  examined. 

3447.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— I am  secretary  to  the  trustees  of  the  corn  market, 
in  this  city. 

3448.  Under  what  authority  is  this  market  held  ?— The  corn  market  here  was  established 
by  a special  or  local  Act  of  Parliament  in  the  third  year  of  George  IV.  cap.  79.  By  that  Act 
the  market  is  vested  in  thirty-two  trustees,  of  which  the  mayor  and  sheriff  for  the  time  being 
are  ex-officio  members ; six  must  be  town  councillors,  appointed  by  the  Town  Council 
of  the  city  of  Cork  ; six  must  be  merchants  chosen  by  the  Town  Council;  nine  more  are 
merchants  chosen  by  the  City  Grand  Jury;  and  nine  are  to  be  landholders,  chosen 
by  the  County  Grand  Jury.  This  market  is  hold  for  the  sale  of  corn,  hay,  straw,  green' 
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food  for  cattle,  and  dead  pigs.  None  of  the  other  markets  in  Cork  are  under  these  trustees. 
The  trustees  are  authorized  by  the  Act  to  levy  tolls  in  tins  market:  upon  wheat,  2| d.  per 
barrel  of  twenty  stone;  on  barley,  U d.  per  barrel  of  sixteen  stone;  on  oats  and  rye,  Id. 
per  barrel  of  fourteen  stone ; on  hay  and  straw,  10 d.  per  load ; and  upon  each  dead  pig, 
Ud. ; no  other  charge  is  made,  either  for  weighing  or  any  thing  else.  There  is  an  inner 
and  an  outer  market-place;  and  the  two  markets  are  intersected  by  a range  of  scales, 
amounting  to  twenty  sets  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights.  The  farmer  weighs  his  corn  in 
the  passage,  gets  a ticket  of  the  weight,  and  then  goes  into  the  inner  market  and  sells  Ins 
produce  in  the  best  way  he  can.  Any  person  can  buy  or  sell  at  his  own  stores  but  must  pay 
the  market  tolls,  even  if  he  does  so.  The  limits  of  the  market  extend  over  the  city  and  its 
suburbs.  The  corn  being  thus  weighed  at  the  entrance  of  the  market  the  farmer  receives 
a ticket,  containing  the  number  of  sacks,  the  number  of  the  scales  at  which  it  was  weighed, 
and  the  name  of  the  seller  ; the  purchaser’s  name  and  price,  of  course,  remain  m blank,  to 
be  put  on  afterwards.  At  nine  o’clock  a bell  is  rung,  and  the  farmer  goes  into  the  Corn 
Exchange  with  a sample  of  his  corn,  and  when  it  is  sold,  the  purchaser,  s name  is  entered 
upon  the  ticket.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  farmer  selling  Ins  produce  himself;  but 
thev  generally  employ  brokers,  as  they  are  generally  too  ignorant  themselves  to  be  able 
to  dispose  of  their  own  produce.  The  farmer  then  goes  into  the  collector  s office,  .and  his 
ticket  is  checked,  and  entered  in  the  books  of  the  office  ; the  ticket  is  then  stamped,  after 
which  the  farmer  pays  the  toll,  and  produces  the  ticket  to  the  man  stationed  at  the  gate,  who 
would  not  let  him  out  without  it.  The  toll  is  levied  on  the  gross  weight  of  the  sacks  and 
corn.  After  the  corn  is  weighed,  there  is  a deduction  of  two  pounds  per  draught,  beamage, 
and  two  pounds  per  hundred-weight,  tret,  from  the  gross  weight,  upon  which  the  toll  is 

not  calculated.  . , , f 

3449.  Has  there  been  a sworn  weighmaster  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  the  4th 

Anne,  cap.  14  ? — No  ; there  is  a weighmaster,  a clerk,  and  two  assistants  at  each  pair  ot 
scales,  but  the  weighmaster  is  not  sworn.  . • . , 

3450.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  market?— Wo  weigh  with  a cast  of  the 
beam,  but  the  scale  need  not  touch  the  ground,  and  we  use  a one  pound  weight  m weighing; 
the  gross  weight  is  what  is  entered  upon  the  ticket,  the  sack  is  fared  by  the  merchant,  and 
the  price  is  not  made  up  till  that  is  done ; the  merchants  weigh  the  corn  alter  it  comes  to  their 
own  stores.  I have  heard  that  there  is  sometimes  a discrepancy  between  the  weight  returned 
at  the  stores  and  the  market  ticket;  the  two  pound  beamage  is  taken  oft  m the  scale  as 
soon  as  all  the  corn  is  totted  up ; two  pounds  per  hundred-weight  is  also  deducted  for 
tret.  This  beamage  and  tret  are  both  deducted  from  the  gross  weight  before  the  sacks  are 
tared;  these  same  deductions  are  made  upon  wheat,  oats,  and  barley,  and  the  merchant, 
afterwards  deducts  the  weight  of  the  sack  ; some  merchants  take  the  corn  at  the  weight 
upon  the  ticket,  and  some  weigh  it  over  again,  and  have  found  frauds  attempted  by  the 
corn  having  been  taken  out  of  the  bags  on  its  way  from  the  market.  There  are  no  other 

3451.  Is  corn  sold  here  by  the  barrel  ?— Yes  ; a barrel  of  wheat  consists  of  twenty  stone; 

a barrel  of  oats,  of  fourteen  stone  ; a barrel  of  barley,  of  sixteen  stone ; and  abarrel  of  rye, 
of  fourteen  stone.  No  other  grain  is  sold  in  this  market.  n . 

3452.  Does  the  farmer  often  sell  his  own  corn  in  the  market?— No;  he  usually  employs  a 

broker  to  sell  it- for  him.  , 

3453.  Are  the  brokers  in  general  a respectable  class  of  men  ? — Some  ot  them  are  not  at 

all  so ; but  there  are  some  who  are  respectable.  . . . , . , , 

3454.  What  charge  do  they  make  for  selling  ? — The  charge  is  6d.  a barrel  for  wheat,  and 

4 d.  a barrel  for  barley  or  oats.  They  get  the  sample  from  the  farmer,  and  the  ticket,  and 
go  into  the  Corn  Exchange  and  sell  the  corn  to  the  merchant,  and  are  paid  their  brokerage 
when  the  corn  is  delivered.  The  farmers  are  so  ignorant,  some  of  them  cannot  even  speak 
English,  so  that  they  are  glad  to  employ  the  brokers  tosell their  corn,  as  they  cannot  do  so 
themselves ; the  trustees  of  the  market  have  nothing  to  say  to  the  brokers,  nor  any  control 
over  them  ; the  brokers  are  paid  by  the  merchant.  . 0 , 

3455.  But  does  not  the  brokerage  ultimately  come  out  of  the  farmer  s pocket . I suppose 

so  ; indeed  if  the  farmer  sells  without  the.  intervention  of  a broker,  the  merchant  will  some- 
times add  the  amount  that  would  have  been  paid  for  brokerage  to  the  price  he  pays  him 
for  the  corn  ; but  the  farmer  must  make  this  arrangement  at  the  time,  he  sells,  or  the  mer- 
chant will  not  add  the  brokerage  to  the  price  paid.  . . , . . , . , 

3456.  The  farmer  then  pays  8 \d.  in  money  on  every  barrel  of  wheat  sold  by  him,  besides 
the  deductions  in  weighing  ?— He  does  ; the  farmers  much  prefer  to  sell  through  a broker, 
and  will  not  listen  to  any  advice  against  their  doing  so. 

3457.  Does  the  merchant  pay  for  the  odd  pounds  less  than  half  a stone  l 1 cannot  say. 

3458.  What  were  the  receipts  of  this  market  for.  the  whole  year  ? — Last  year  the  toll  on 
the  corn  sold  in  the  market  produced  £2,046  17s.  1 \d. 


Ex  ship,  or  imported  co 
Hay  and  straw, 

Green  food,  for  cattle, 
Head  pigs, 


59.4  17 
433  4 
58  4 
134  3 


making  a total  of  ' £3,26  7 12s.  4cZ.  gross  receipts.  I can  also  give  the  number  of  barrels  if 
y°3459hHow  is  foreign  corn  weighed  ?— It  is  not  weighed  at  all ; the  trustees  finding  that 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


179 


they  had  so  little  trouble  with  it,  only  charge  the  reduced  tolls  of  Id.  a quarter  upon  wheat,  COliK, 

&d.  on  barley,  and  \d.  on  oats,  imported  to  this  town  ; if  it  is  ship  corn,  it  does  not  matter  23rd  November,  18M- 
whether  it  comes  from  abroad  or  from  any  seaport  at  home.  399 

3460.  If  you  do  not  weigh  it.  how  do  you  ascertain  the  quantity  imported  ?— In  the  first  Ezekiel  Webber,  e6q. 
place,  we  take  it  from  the  entry  made  at  the  Custom-house,  and  I then  send  the  return  to 

be  signed  and  certified  by  the  merchant,  who  returns  the  exact  quantity,  and  then  I send  a 
receipt  for  the  money.  Ship  corn  goes  direct  to  the  merchant,  and  we  have  no  trouble  or 
expense  with  it  in  the  market. 

3461.  Does  the  amount  certified  by  the  merchant  always  agree  with  the  Custom-house 
return  ? — No  ; sometimes  there  is  a difference,  as  a cargo  will  not  turn  out  as  much  as  the 
entry  gives  ; we  also  keep  a man  employed  on  the  quay  to  check  the  quantity.  There  is  also 
a further  deduction  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  from  the  charge  upon  ship  corn,  for  prompt  pay- 
ment, as  the  merchant  is  often  not  the  owner  of  the  corn,  but  it  is  only  consigned  to  him. 

3462.  What  value  do  you  give  for  this  toll  upon  imported  corn  ? — None ; there  is  no  other 
toll  charged  upon  ship  corn  unless  it  is  sold ; if  it  is  re-shipped  or  consumed,  without  being 
sold,  there  is  a drawback  allowed. 

3463.  What  staff  have  you  employed  in  the  market? — A secretary,  collector,  and  clerk 
of  the  market,  in  one  person ; a superintendent  to  oversee  the  market,  and  keep  every  thing 
correct  there;  eleven  scales’  clerks;  eleven  weighmasters;  two  office  clerks,  and  thirty-eight 
porters ; two  gate-keepers ; one  store-keeper ; two  market  policemen  ; two  errand  boys,  and 
one  night  watchman  ; we  have  twenty  sets  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights,  and  two  weigh- 
bridges. Each  scales’  clerk  and  weighmaster  work  two  beams  and  scales ; the  weigh  master 
has  an  office  between  two  pair  of  scales,  and  works  them  both  easily.  There  are  two 
weighing  machines. 

3464.  Do  you  know  of  any  frauds  being  practised  by  farmers  ? — Formerly  there  were  a 
great  many  frauds  practised  by  them,  but  since  the  present  market  was  established  there 
have  not  been  near  so  many  ; the  centre  of  the  bags  used  to  be  filled  up  with  dirt,  and  stones 
and  weights  used  to  be  put  into  the  middle  of  the  loads  of  hay.  I never  hear  of  these  now ; 
the  only” fraud  I know  of  at  present  existing,  with  respect  to  corn,  is  selling  by  false  sample  ; 
the  broker  cleans  the  sample  delivered  to  him  by  the  farmer,  and  then  sells  the  corn  by  it 
to  the  merchant,  and  the  usual  result  is  that  the  price  is  reduced  to  the  farmer  ; this  trick 
is  generally  practised  by  the  broker,  but  in  some  cases  he  is  assisted  in  it  by  the  farmer.  I 
must  say,  however,  that  some  of  the  brokers  would  not  be  capable  of  any  such  fraud,  as  they  are 
exceedingly  well-conducted  men.  The  trustees  of  the  market  have  endeavoured  to  discour- 
age the  dishonest  brokers,  by  giving  special  facilities  to  the  well-conducted  for  selling. 

The  trustees  have  no  power  to  prevent  the  dishonest  brokers  selling  ; but  they  have  posted 
up  in  the  market  a list  of  the  more  respectable  brokers,  in  order  to  throw  the  business  as 
much  into  the  hands  of  the  latter  as  possible. 

3465.  Do  you  consider  the  brokers  a necessary  body  ? — I do ; and  if  they  were  under 

proper  control,  I think  they  would  be  a very  useful  body.  , 

3466.  Would  you  have  them  paid  as  high  as  at  present? — I do  not  think,  it  the  number 
were  limited,  as  it  would  bo  if  they  were  under  the  control  of  the  trustees,  that  they  need 


be  paid  so  high  as  at  present.  0 

3467.  Do  not  you  think  the  market  could  be  worked  without  them  !— No ; there  are 
many  countrymen  coming  in  to  sell,  too  ignorant  to  transact  their  own  business ; and  some 

of  them  cannot  speak  English.  . . 

3468.  State  the  system  of  weighing  hay  and  straw. — Hay  and  straw,  alter  they  are  sold, 
are  weighed  on  the  weigh-bridge,  and  charged  id.  a hundred- weight.  They  are  not 
charged  this  toll  unless  they  are  weighed,  and  they  are  not  weighed  unless  they  have  been 
sold°  Seven  pounds  is  the  smallest  weight  used  at  the  weigh-bridges.  The  cart  is  tared 
afterwards,  and  its  exact  weight  deducted.  Frauds  were  sometimes  practised  by  the 
farmer  io  this  way: — After  a farmer  had  weighed  a large  load  of  hay  or  straw,  lie  would 
slip  it  aside  and  substitute  a smaller  load,  which  he  would  deliver  with  the  ticket  of  the 
lariro  load.  Tickets  have  also  been  altered  after  leaving  the  market,  and  in  consequence, 

there  is  a caution  on  the  ticket  to  the  owner,  not  to  let  it  out  of  his  sight. 

3469.  Do  you  make  up  on  the  ticket  for  hay  or  straw  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  the 
purchaser  ?— No ; we  merely  put  the  price  per  hundred-weight,  of  the  hay  or  straw. 

3470  How  often  is  the  cart  tared  ?— Every  day  it  comes  into  the  market ; the  ticket  is, 
however,  generally  delivered  without  the  tare  of  the  cart.  I have  known  the  sides  of  a 
cart  removed  for  the  purposes  of  fraud  ; and  parties  have  been  punished  for  various  frauds. 
It  is,  generally,  found  impossible  to  get  parties  to  prosecute,  although  the  trustees  have 

often  promised  to  pay  all  expenses  of  the  prosecution.  , „ , 

3471.  Do  you  not  think  the  issuing  the  ticket  without  the  tare  of  the  cart  aflxuds 
facilities  for  fraud,  by  parties  inserting  a false  tare  for  the  cart  ? — I do  not  think  it  does, 
as  the  purchaser  is  always  present  when  the  ticket  is  given. 

3472.  Is  the  hay  market  enclosed  and  covered  ? — It  is  enclosed ; but  the  hay  cannot  go 
under  cover  until  the  corn  market  is  over. 

3473.  Are  the  present  number  of  weigh-bridges  sufficient  r— -iney  are.  . 

3474.  State  the  system  upon  which  the  pig  market  is  carried  on.-The  dead  pigs  are 
brought  in,  and  weighed  in  the  corn  scales ; but  a great  number  of  them  are  not  weighed  at 
all  in  the  market,  as  the  merchants  and  owners  think  it  is  a great  injury  to  the  pigs  to  disturb 
them  from  the  carts,  and  prefer  to  take  them  to  the  stores  direct.  If  they  wish  however, 
to  weio-h  them  in  the  market,  we  do  it ; but  they  are  not  obliged  to  weigh  them  m it. 
Toll  must,  however,  be  paid  by  them  whether  they  are  weighed  or  not. 
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3475.  How  do  you  ascertain  the  toll  to  be  charged,  without  weighing  ? — The  toll  is 
charged  upon  each  pig,  irrespective  of  its  weight. 

3476.  What  deduction  is  made  in  weighing  pigs? — There  are  two  pounds  deducted  for 
• beamage,  two  pounds  for  tretage,  and  two  pounds  for  cleaning ; in  all,  six  pounds  on  each 

pig,  whether  large  or  small. 

3477.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  of  the  weighing  at  the  merchants’  stores? — 
Formerly  there  were  complaints  made,  but  I have  not  heard  any  lately. 

3478.  Is  there  any  objection  to  weighing  pigs  at  the  market  ? — We  have  no  objection  ; 
but  it  injures  them. 

3479.  How  does  it  injure  them? — The  pork  is  said  to  be  made  softer  the  oftener  it  is 
moved.  The  seller  or  jobber  is  the  person  who  lias  the  greatest  objection  to  have  them 
weighed  in  the  market,  consequently  the  practice  is  not  to  have  them  weighed  there. 

3480.  If  they  were  weighed  in  the  market  would  the  merchant  take  them? — He  would. 

3481.  When  a pig  is  weighed  in  your  market,  do  you  deduct  six  pounds  in  weighing 
each  pig  ? — We  deduct  four  pounds,  and  the  merchant  deducts  the  other  two  pounds  for 
cleaning  at  his  store.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  latter  two  pounds.  No  person, 
however,  wishes  to  have  his  pig  cut  in  our  market  at  all. 

3482.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  green  food  in  the  market? — We  charge  id.  a 
hundred-weight.  The  system  is  exactly  the  same  as  for  hay  and  straw.  I never  heard  of 
any  frauds  connected  with  them. 

3483  Have  you  any  observations  to  make  with  regard  to  these  markets  ? — I wish  to  add, 
that  I consider  the  brokers  a great  convenience  to  the  farmer ; they  often  save  him  the 
trouble  of  coming  into  town  to  sell  his  produce,  as  he  can  write  to  the  broker  to  sell  for 
him.  The  broker,  in  selling  hay  and  straw,  often  gets  6 d.  from  both  buyer  and  seller. 
The  brokers  used  to  be,  formerly,  buyers,  but  I am  not  aware  that  they  are  so  now. 

William  James  Shaw,  esq.,  examined. 

3484.  Where  do  you  reside,  and  what  is  your  occupation? — I reside  in  Cork,  and  am 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  corn  market  here.  I know  the  trade  in  corn  here  for  the  last 
thirty  years.  Before  the  present  market  was  established  in  1823,  great  numbers  of  frauds 
were  practised  here.  The  brokers  then  were  not  such  a good  class  of  men  as  at  present, 
and  the  farmer  was  more  open  to  fraud,  unless  the  merchant  was  a man  of  integrity,  as 
the  whole  of  the  corn  was  then  weighed  at  the  merchants’  private  stores. 

3485.  Do  you  think  the  system  of  selling  through  brokers  objectionable  ? — I think 
brokers  cannot  be  dispensed  with,  and  are  necessary  evils ; as  many  of  the  farmers  frequent- 
ing the  market  are  men  of  no  education,  and  in  some  cases  cannot  speak  a word  of  English. 
Many  brokers,  besides,  keep  a house  upon  the  road-side,  where  the  farmers  put  up  their 
horse  and  cart  when  coming  to  the  market.  In  cases  where  the  farmer  does  not  get  this 
road-side  accommodation,  the  brokers  often  return  half  the  brokerage.  I am  a merchant, 
and  the  corn  brought  to  my  stores  is  almost  always  sold  to  me  by  a broker — hardly  any 
by  a farmer ; the  former  selling  is  the  exception. 

3486.  How  do  you  account  for  this,  that  in  the  wildest  districts  the  farmer  can  sell  his 
own  corn,  and  here  lie  must  employ  a broker  as  an  interpreter  ? — The  buyer  in  these 
districts  is  generally  a person  who  speaks  Irish,  and  in  addition,  the  broker  here  makes 
himself  so  useful  to  the  farmer,  that  he  considers  it  more  for  his  advantage  to  employ  one. 
For  example,  the  farmer,  if  conducting  his  own  sales,  would  ask  some  ridiculous  price,  and 
as  the  market  lasts  only  half  an  hour  the  merchants  could  not  lose  time  bargaining  with 
them.  In  the  higher  branches  of  trade  we  find  them  necessary,  and,  I think,  they  are  also 
necessary  to  the  former.  I think  frauds  on  the  part  of  the  brokers  would  be  diminished  if 
they  were  put  under  the  control  of  the  trustees.  As  to  what  brokerage  should  be  paid,  l 
think  the  trustees  should  have  power  to  settle  what  was  to  be  charged,  and  to  prevent  any 
but  respectable  parties  acting  as  brokers.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  remembered,  that 
the  broker,  in  most  cases,  for  the  brokerage  he  receives,  stables  the  farmer’s  horse,  and 
lodges  the  farmer  himself  for  one  night.  In  Limerick,  by  their  new  market  act,  they  are 
to  do  away  with  the  brokers  or  sky  farmers  altogether ; all  their  produce  is  to  be  sold  in 
the  market,  and  the  merchant,  or  some  person  for  him,  is  to  buy. 

3487.  Why  should  not  the  same  be  done  here  ? — I think  such  would  be  impracticable  here, 
and  be  a great  loss  to  the  farmer.  The  broker  often  acts  as  arbitrator  between  the  farmer 
and  the  merchant.  I think  if  the  brokers  were  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  they 
would  be  more  independent  between  the  parties.  Unless  such  was  done  I do  not  see  how 
you  could  permit  my  employing  any  person  1 pleased  to  sell  for  me.  The  broker  is  at 
present  paid  by  the  merchant,  but,  of  course,  the  merchant  is  not  the  ultimate  loser,  if 
a gentleman  sells  himself,  I would  give  him  £1  Os.  GcZ.,  when  I would  only  give  the 
broker  £l. 

3488.  If  there  was  no  broker,  would  not  the  persons  who  wanted  to  buy  go  to  the 
market  themselves  and  do  so  ? — Perhaps  they  would : but  I beg  to  state  that,  after  thirty 
years’  experience  in  the  corn  trade,  I am  of  opinion  that  brokers  are  a necessary  evil,  and 
cannot  be  dispensed  with. 

3489.  But  if  the  farmer  be  so  ignorant  as  you  say,  how  can  he  guard  himself  against  the 
frauds  of  the  brokers  ? — The  broker  protects  the  farmer.  I would  prefer  to  buy  from  Air. 
Sarsefield  or  Mr.  Jeffreyes,  but  I would  prefer  dealing  with  a broker  to  the  poorer  class  of 
farmers.  There  are  also  a class  of  buyers  in  Cork  who  will  object  to  any  kind  of  corn 
when  it  is  on  their  loft,  and  then  the  broker  decides  between  the  merchant  and  farmer. 
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3490.  But  does  the  broker  never  play  into  the  merchant’s  hands  ? — I cannot  say  as  to  CORK, 

that,  hut  I think  if  he  did  so  he  would  soon  lose  his  business.  The  broker  may  favour  a 23rd  November,  1852. 
merchant  so  far  as  to  give  him  the  corn  at  the  same  price  he  could  get  from  another,  but  ~~ 

not  beyond  this.  310. 

3491.  According  to  what  has  been  stated,  it  would  appear  that  the  farmer  pays  on  every  ^ Shaw,  esq. 
barrel  of  wheat,  deductions  and  every  thing  considered,  about  Is.  id. ; now,  would  it  not 

be  better  to  weigh  all  corn  standing  beam,  and  abolish  all  deductions,  except  the  actual 
weight  of  the  empty  sack  ? — I think  it  would  be  better,  as  it  would  simplify  the  matter ; 
but  I do  not  think  beamage  injures  the  farmer  so  much,  as  I give  more  for  twenty  stone 
seven  pounds  than  I would  for  twenty  stone. 

3492.  Does  not  the  present  system  keep  up  a fictitious  price  in  the  market  ? — It  does ; 

I much  prefer,  however,  our  mode  of  purchasing  corn  to  that  of  England. 

3493.  Would  you  prefer  selling  by  the  barrel  or  stone  ? — I would  prefer  selling  by  the 
stone  over  the  whole  country  ; it  would,  I think,  simplify  the  matter  more,  and  would, 
therefore,  be  the  best ; and  by  looking  at  the  market-note  of  any  town  in  Ireland  you 
could  at  once  tell  the  price  of  corn  there. 


3494.  Is  not  the  present  deduction  for  beamage  an  encouragement  to  farmers  to  send 
in  their  corn  in  a dirty  state  ? — Yes  ; but  the  man  who  sends  it  in  dirty  is  cut  down  still 
more  in  the  price,  and  no  matter  what  you  do,  most  of  the  farmers  will  send  in  their  corn 
dirty,  as  they  are  obliged  to  thresh  on  the  ground,  and  have  not  proper  machinery  to 
clean  it.  As  to  the  ship,  or  imported  corn,  the  following  are  the  reasons  that  the  toll  charged 
upon  it  is  so  small : — In  the  first  place,  we  were  obliged,  in  order  to  charge  the  full  toll, 
to  prove  a sale  ; and  in  the  next  place,  our  Act  did  not  seem  to  have  contemplated  the 
present  state  of  things.  When  our  Act  was  passed,  such  a thing  as  a cargo  of  foreign  corn 
was  unknown,  and  the  market  here  affords  no  accommodation  or  protection  to  that  corn  to 
entitle  us  to  tax  it  to  the  amount  of  2 \d.  a barrel.  We,  therefore,  reduced  the  toll  on  it 
to  the  present  amount. 


3495.  However,  the  result  of  your  present  system  seems  to  be,  that  the  home  produce 
has  to  pay  taxes,  which  the  foreign  has  not? — The  home  produce  has  to  pay  more,  but 
he  gets  value,  which  the  foreigner  does  not.  If  a man  from  Skibbereen  or  Clonakilty  send 
round  his  corn  by  sea  in  bulk,  lie  is  charged  the  same  as  the  foreigner,  unless  he  weighs 
his  corn  in  the  market.  If  we  were  to  charge  the  full  toll  they  might  unload  their  cargoes 
at  Passage,  down  the  river,  and  we  could  not  send  a man  to  charge  them  there.  If  a farmer 
brings  his  corn  coastwise  into  Cork,  he  could  not  be  obliged  to  weigh  it  in  the  market ; 
but  if  he  brought  it  by  land  into  the  town  he  would  have  to  pay  the  full  tolls  whether  he 
used  the  market  or  not. 


3496.  Then  your  present  mode  of  charging  ship  corn  is  only  a compromise,  and  you 
would  enforce  the  full  tolls  if  you  could? — It  is  really  a compromise;  we  found  it  so 
difficult  to  prove  sales,  and  we  gave  so  little  value,  that  we  consented  to  the  present  system. 
If  the  tolls  were  raised  upon  foreign  corn,  I think  the  tolls  upon  the  farmer’s  corn 
ought  not  to  be  lowered,  as  he  gets  accommodation  which  the  foreigner  does  not;  and  I 
think  the  port  of  Cork  would  be  injured;  in  fact  the  market  receives  more  since  the  com- 
promise was  effected  than  before  it,  from  the  tolls  upon  foreign  corn.  If  a toll  as  heavy 
as  is  levied  on  farmers’  corn,  were  levied  in  every  port  of  Ireland  upon  imported  corn,  it 
would  operate  injuriously  for  Ireland,  and  in  favour  of  England. 

3497.  But  do  you  not  think  1 d.  a quarter  too  small  a charge? — I think  we  get  more 
money  by  this  reduced  rate. 

3498.  That  is,  they  did  not  return  you  the  proper  quantities  before? — Perhaps  not. 
The  compromise  was  effected  about  two  years  ago.  I do  not  think  that  one-fourth  of  the 
trustees  import  corn. 

3499.  Are  there  not  other  tolls  levied  upon  home  corn? — Yes,  there  are  corporate  tolls 
charged  upon  it;  but  foreign  corn  is  charged  \\d.  a quarter  for  harbour  dues,  which,  of 
course,  corn  coming  by  land  is  not  subject  to.  The  market  is  under  a heavy  debt,  which 
has  operated  against  the  trustees  affording  better  accommodation  in  the  market,  such  as 
cover  for  hay  and  straw,  which  is  much  required.  One-sixth  of  the  gross  amount  received 
is  paid  over  to  the  Corporation  in  place  of  the  rights  they  had  before  the  Market  Act 
passed  ; and  the  surplus,  after  paying  the  expenses  of  the  market,  goes  towards  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  to  the  Loan  Commissioners,  as  there  is  £9,000  of  the  money  they 
advanced  still  due  to  them.  The  gross  proceeds  received  by  the  market  trustees  is  about 
£3,296. 

3500.  Can  you  give  any  information  as  to  the  pig  market  ? — I was  present  when  attempts 
were  made  to  have  the  pigs  weighed  in  the  market,  and  it  was  objected  to  both  by  the 
buyers  and  sellers ; for  it  is  necessary,  before  weighing  them,  to  have  the  head  cut  off 
in  order  to  see  if  they  are  measly  or  not,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  taking  out  the  coagu- 
lated blood. 


Thomas  Somerville  Reeves,  esq.,  examined. 

3501.  Can  you  give  any  information  concerning  the  corn  market  held  by  the  trustees?  Tll0S-  S. Reeves,  esq.. 
— Yes ; I have  to  state  that  after  the  Act  establishing  this  market  had  passed,  it  was  found 
that  £15,000  woidd  be  required  to  build  the  market  with  proper  accommodation.  We 
could  only  get  a loan  of  £10,000  from  the  Exchequer  Loan  Commissioners,  and  have  been 
in  debt  ever  since ; for  we  had,  in  consequence  of  insufficient  funds,  to  erect  temporary 
buildings,  which  caused  great  expense ; the  rest  is  owed  to  the  contractors  who  built  it. 
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We  pay  £5  per  cent,  to  the  Commissioners.  The  Commissioners  promised  to  take  £4  per 
cent  : but  as  we  owe  money  to  them,  whether  the  interest  is  calculated  at  15  or  ±4  per 
cent.,  we  cannot  raise  the  question  at  present.  We  got  the  ground  for  nothing,  but  lound, 
unless  we  built  proper  markets,  we  could  not  get  tolls.  The  whole  cost  to  erect  them  as 
they  ought  to  be  would  be  about  £25,000.  We  got  ^000  from  the  Government  for 
buiiding  the  bridge,  and  £2,500  from  private  parties.  The  bridge  cost  £10  000,  and  is 
very  useful.  It  would  be  a great  matter  to  have  money  to  enable  us  to  cover  the  hay  .market. 
If  our  debt  to  the  Commissioners  were  wiped  off  we  would  be  able  to  erect  a proper  building, 
and  the  tolls  would  cover  the  expenses.  One-sixth  of  the  gross  yearly  proceeds,  less 
twenty-five  per  cent,  for  collection,  was  agreed  to  be  given  to  the  Corporation  to  witndiaw 
their  opposition  to  the  Bill  in  Parliament.  This  one-sixth  is  given  to  the  Corporation  m 
place  of  a toll  they  levied  in  a market  in  which  corn,  before  the  Act,  was  sold  and  tolls 
levied,  but  which  afforded  little  or  no  accommodation  to  the  public,  lhc  Corporation  get 
less  money  now  than  before  the  Act  passed,  but  have  no  trouble  or  expense  m collecting  it. 


Thomas  R.  Sarsefield,  esq.,  examined. 

3502.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  with  respect  to  this  market  ? — Yes  ; I wish  to 
observe  that  the  beamage  and  other  allowances  taken  by  the  merchants  are  very  objec- 
tionable, as  giving  a fictitious  value  to  corn ; and  all  things  being  regulated  by  the  price  of 
corn,  the  evil  extends  in  every  direction.  They,  besides,  press  unfairly  upon  the  farmer,  and 
encourage  him  to  bring  in  his  corn  dirty. 

3503.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  all  corn  at  standing  beam,  with  as  small  a 
weight  as  one  pound,  and  abolishing  all  deductions  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  draught, 
except  the  empty  sack?— I would;  I also  wish  to  remark  that  I think  foreign  corn  ought 
to  be  charged  higher  tolls,  and  if  so  the  tolls  might  be  reduced  to  the  farmer,  without  any 
loss  to  the  funds  of  the  market.  I also  think  com  ought  to  be  sold  everywhere  by  the 
stone.  Sometimes  a greater  price  is  paid  by  the  merchant  than  is  entered  upon  the  ticket, 
in  order  to  keep  down  the  averages  and  the  price  of  corn  over  the  country. 

3504.  Do  you  think  the  system  of  employing  brokers  objectionable  ?— I think  brokers 

would  be  exceedingly  useful  if  they  were  under  proper  control,  and  men  of  good  character 
only  were  allowed  to  act  as  such.  I am  speaking  now,  altogether,  as  an  agriculturist.  Ike 
rate  of  payment  to  them  should  be  fixed.  . . 

3505.  What  do  you  think  would  be  a fair  charge  for  brokerage  ?— I think  half  their  pre- 
sent charge  would  be  quite  enough.  At  present  the  broker  only  gets  half  the  charge 
for  mere  brokerage  ; and  if  there  were  fewer  brokers,  they  would  be  better  paid  by  charging 
even  less  than  half  the  present  amount  paid  to  them. 

William  Roche,  esq.,  examined. 

3506.  Do  you  wish  to  add  any  thing  to  the  evidence  that  has  been  given  to  us? — 1 wish 
to  state,  that  I think  the  doing'  away  with  the  deductions  would  cause  dissatisfaction,  as 
the  poor  farmer  cannot  bring  in  his  corn  clean,  owing  to  his  being  obliged  to  thresh  it  upon 
the  ground.  There  is  at  present  a penalty  imposed  by  Act  of  Parliament  upon  any  one 
adulterating  corn,  but  it  cannot  be  enforced.  I buy  by  sample,  which  is  generally  very 
clean,  and  I do  not  see  the  corn  until  it  is  started  in  my  loft ; and  it  is  then  too  late  to  cut 
the  com.  If  1 prosecuted  a seller  for  fraud,  I would  find  it  difficult  to  buy  any  corn,  as 
none  of  the  farmers  would  like  to  sell  to  me. 

3507.  Are  not  the  deductions  a loss  to  a farmer  who  cleans  lus  corn  properly  ? — 1 erhaps 
they  are,  but  I think  the  present  system  is  better  than  any  other. 

3508.  If  the  com  had  much  sand  in  it,  would  you  not  cut  it,  besides  the  heamage  and 
tret  you  had  already  deducted  ? — I would ; but  I might  not  find  it  out  in  time,  as  1 might 
not  know  where  to  find  the  farmer  by  the  time  the  corn  was  started.  I keep  the  sample 
given  by  the  broker,  and  sometimes,  if  the  corn  is  not  equal  to  the  sample,  I cut  it.  I 
get  twenty  stone  seven  pounds,  instead  of  twenty  stone.  If  I got  only  twenty  stone,  I would 
reduce  the  price  accordingly.  The  price  of  a barrel  of  wheat  varies  from  20s.  to  25s.  accord- 
ing to  the  quality  of  the  corn,  and  the  dirt  that  may  be  in  it. 

John  Bennett,  esq.,  examined. 

3509.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I reside  in  the  city  of  Cork,  and  am  solicitor  to  the 
Committee  of  Merchants,  and  also  to  the  Trustees  for  Markets,  for  the  sale  of  corn,  hay, 
green  food  for  cattle,  and  other  articles  in  that  city. 

3510.  Do  you  generally  concur  in  the  evidence  given  by  the  witnesses  who  have  been 

examined,  or  have  you  any  further  information  to  afford  on  the  subject  of  this  Inquiry  ? — I 
do  concur  in  the  evidence  already  given.  I am  requested  to  give  you  some  information  in 
reference  to  frauds  practised  in  the  Cork  markets,  which  come  more  peculiarly  under  my 
notice,  being  intrusted  with  the  conduct  of  proceedings  for  their  punishment  where  prac- 
ticable. . ...  i i 

Frauds  in  the  adulteration  of  corn  are  very  generally  practised  by  putting  stones  and  sand 
in  it,  and  by  mixing  inferior  qualities  with  the  bulk,  or  by  selling  corn  inferior  to  the  sample 
produced,  by  putting  portions  of  an  inferior  quality  in  particular  parts  of  the  sacks;  adulte- 
ration is  also  extensively  practised  in  butter  by  means  of  potatoes,  or  by  putting  an  over- 
quantity of  salt  in  the  firkin,  and  by  a mixture  of  lard  with  the  butter,  and  by  various  other 
ways  which  will  probably  be  more  fully  stated  to  you,  when  you  enter  upon  your  inquiry 
into  the  butter  market  here.  Bad  hay  is  also  very  often  put  into  the  middle  of  loads  of 
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good  hay,  deceiving  the  buyer  by  the  external  appearance ; a great  deal  of  plundering  of  COB®, 
hay,  straw,  and  oats,  takes  place  when  going  from  the  market.  There  is  a very  great  23rd  November,  1802. 
disinclination  to  prosecute  among  the  buyers,  arising  in  some  degree  from  the  heavy 

penalties  attached  to  these  offences,  under  the  14th  & loth  Vic namely,  the  forfeiture  of  j0]m  Bennett  e? 

the  whole  load  of  corn  or  hay  in  addition  to  the  pecuniary  penalty ; and  many  frauds  are 
not  reached  by  any  existing  statutory  provision,  and  therefore,  they  can  only  be  dealt  with 
through  the  medium  of  proceeding  by  indictment  at  quarter  sessions — a course  wholly 
impracticable  in  many  instances.  First,  it  is  necessary  to  proceed  before  a magistrate  and 
have  informations  taken  ; then,  they  must  be  returned  for  trial  at  the  next  Recorder’s  Court; 
a Grand  J ury  must  find  a bill,  &c.,  whilst  the  witness  to  prove  the  case,  perhaps,  resides 
forty  miles  from  Cork,  so  that  people  will  not  expose  themselves  to  the  trouble  and  delay 
of  following  them  out  to  a conviction.  If  the  punishment  were  lighter,  and  a power  of 
summary  proceeding  before  a magistrate  existed  in  all  cases,  frauds  in  markets  would  be 
much  more  frequently  punished.  I have  framed  a clause  comprehending  some  frauds,  not 
at  present  punishable  in  a summary  manner,  and  carrying  out  the  views  I have  been 
suggesting,  and  persons  of  experience  here  think  that  such  a provision  would  be  found  of 
great  general  utility.  I beg  now  to  hand  a copy  of  it  to  the  Commissioners  for  their  con- 
sideration; should  they  think  fit  to  recommend  its  introduction  into  any  Act  that  may  result 
from  their  report.  If  any  agricultural  and  commercial  gentleman  present  has  any  obser- 
vation to  make  for  its  improvement,  perhaps  they  would  kindly  mention  it  : — 

“ Any  person  who  shall  sell  or  offer  for  sale  any  wheat,  rye,  peas,  beans,  barley,  bere, 
oats,  maize,  meal,  flour,  or  other  corn,  or  any  hay,  straw,  potatoes,  green  food  for  cattle,  or 
any  malt,  butter,  or  other  commodity,  which  shall  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  be  spoiled  or 
adulterated  by  wetting  or  by  mixing  therewith,  or  placing  within  any  load,  cart-load,  or 
cask,  or  parcel  thereof,  any  gravel,  sand,  dirt,  or  rotten  or  damaged  or  inferior  corn,  grain, 
meal,  or  flour,  malt,  hay,  straw,  or  potatoes,  lard,  salt,  or  any  other  kind  of  stuff,  or  which 
shall  not  in  the  whole  mass  be  in  quality  of  . equal  goodness  to  that  produced  to  the  view 
of  the  intended  buyer  or  buyers  thereof,  or  shall  use  any  other  adulteration,  fraud,  or  deceit, 
in  order  to  make  such  com,  grain,  malt,  meal,  flour,  hay,  straw,  potatoes,  green  food  for 
cattle,  butter,  milk,  or  other  commodities,  appear  of  better  quality  or  heavier  than  it  would 
have  been  without  such  mixture,  adulteration,  fraud,  or  deceit,  shall  upon  conviction  be 
liable  to  a fine  not  exceeding  forty  shillings,  to  be  recovered  in  a summary  way  before  any 
justice  of  the  peace,  or  to  be  imprisoned  for  any  period  not  exceeding  one  month.” 

If  the  punishment  were  restricted  within  these  limits,  and  if  the  case  could  be  disposed 
of  within  half  an  hour,  the  complaint  would  be  brought  before  a magistrate,  and  the  farmer 
could  go  home,  without  being  subjected  to  any  inconvenience;  and  I have  no  doubt  a few 
instances  of  punishment  in  that  way  would  soon  put  an  end  to  many  of  the  existing  frauds, 
and  come  in  aid  of  remedies  proposed  by  the  trustees  for  acquiring  a proper  control  over 
the  brokers  in  the  market.  If  the  brokers  continue  to  sell  corn  for  the  farmers,  it  is  in  their 
power  to  practise  great  frauds,  which  there  is  no  doubt  many  of  them  do  at  present.  The 
trustees  have  been  desirous  of  getting  rid  of  the  brokers,  but  they  found  that  the  agricul- 
turists as  well  as  the  buyers  wished  to  have  them  continued,  and  the  trustees  have  no  power 
at  present  to  keep  them  out  of  the  market  (or  if  people  will  avail  themselves  of  their  services} 
to  make  them  amenable  to  the  trustees  for  their  conduct  and  practices,  a power  which  it 
would  be  of  the  greatest  possible  value  that  they  should  have. 

The  trustees  were  advised  that  corn,  ex-ship  or  boat,  which  was  purchased  in  Cork  and 
deliverable  here,  was  liable  to  pay  the  dues  as  other  corn  sold  in  Cork  under  the  terms  of 
their  Act  of  Parliament,  passed  in  1 823,  and  they  deemed  it  their  duty,  as  trustees  for  the 
public,  to  charge  and  enforce  payment  of  the  toll  on  foreign  wheat,  &c.,  thus  sold  in  Cork, 
in  competition  with  the  home-grown  articles  paying  a similar  toll,  when  sold  in  Cork ; but 
there  was  in  the  case  of  ship  corn,  in  proving  that  the  sale  took  place  in  the  city,  and  so 
much  resistance  made  to  the  payment,  and  so  much  evasion  of  it  successfully  practised, 
that  it  was  thought  better  to  make  the  compromise  alluded  to  with  the  merchants,  to  take 
a reduced  toll  in  consideration  of  faithful  bona  fide  returns  of  sales  under  solemn  declaration, 
and  prompt  payments  of  the  toll,  no  farmer  has  a light  to  complain  of  the  amount  paid  by 
the  foreign  article,  as  the  whole  of  it  goes  to  the  increase  of  the  funds  of  the  markets,  and 
thus  to  relieve  the  agriculturists  here  from  tolls  which  he  would  be  otherwise  charged,  it 
involves  no  expense  of  collection  and  no  expense  of  weighing  in  the  market,  &c. 

In  reference  to  the  rates  of  toll  charged  by  the  trustees  on  agricultural  produce,  it  may 
be  necessary  to  inform  the  Commissioners  that  the  Exchequer  Loan  Commissioners  hold  a 
mortgage  upon  the  tolls  of  the  market,  and  have  sometimes  threatened  to  put  a receiver 
over  the  market  unless  paid  heavy  arrears  of  interest,  &c.,  which  accrued  during  the 
building  of  the  markets,  and  from  other  inevitable  causes  ; and  this  pressure,  coupled  with 
the.  necessary  expenditure  for  maintenance  of  the  market  and  an  efficient  staff’,  render'  it 
impossible  for  the  trustees  to  reduce  the  tolls,  particularly  as  the  debt  is  increasing  even; 
whilst  charging  the  present  tolls. 

It  would  be  a very  legitimate  boon  to  the  agricultuipl  interest  if  this  debt,  usefully 
expended  in  building  these  extensive  markets  and  the  bridge  which  leads  to  them,  was 
forgiven,  the.  tolls  could  then  be.  reduced. 

The  delivery  of  foreign  corn  at  the  port  and  city  of  Cork  takes  place  to  a vast  extent, 
and  the  metage  of  this  corn  here  is  in  a very  defective  and  unsatisfactory  state- 

There  are  no  sworn  meters  or  measurers  at  Cork,  and  neither  -the  Corporation-  nor  any 
other  public  body  possesses  the  power  to  appoint  such  officers. 
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Since  the  repeal  of  the  protective  duties  on  foreign  grain,  the  customs  duty  on  it 
of  Is.  per  quarter,  to  cover  the  expense  of  ascertaining  the  extent  of  the  importation 
of  foreign  corn  into  the  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  statistical  purposes,  all  foreign 
corn  imported  is  purchased  and  is  delivered  from  the  ship  to  the  merchant  by  the 
measure,  by  the  imperial  quarter ; and  although  the  merchants  here  obtain  the  delivery  by 
measure  only,  they  invariably  sell  to  the  buyers  in  the  locality  in  draughts,  by  weight  (tons, 
hundred-weights,  quarters,  and  pounds),  and  much  confusion  and  disputes  arise  in  conse- 
quence. Of  course  the  merchant’s  bills  of  lading  specify  the  quantity  of  the  cargo  in  the 
measures  of  the  country  the  grain  comes  from — the  Black  Sea,  the  Danube,  Portugal,  &c., 
which  measures  are  reducible  by  a standard  into  English  imperial  quarters. 

The  duty  being  so  small,  the  customs,  instead  of  providing  a staff  to  make  the  actual 
measurement  of  every  quarter  or  bushel  contained  in  each  vessel  (of  which,  on  the  arrival 
of  fleets  from  the  Mediterranean,  there  are  large  numbers  discharging  together),  make  an 
average  computation  only. 

The  mode  adopted  is  this : the  merchant  sends  some  porters  employed  by  him,  into  the 
hold  of  the  vessel,  and  they  take  with  them  a bushel  measure,  inspected  and  approved  by 
the  landing  surveyor  of  customs.  Two  of  them  force  this  into  the  mass  of  corn,  and  then 
place  it  upright ; a man,  who  is  not  an  official  or  authorized  person,  but  one  casually 
employed  by  the  master  of  the  vessel,  strikes  the  surface  of  the  grain  with  a stick,  and  makes 
it  level  with  the  edge  of  the  measure ; the  contents  of  the  bushel  are  then  thrown  into  a bag, 
and,  when  the  bag  contains  four  of  these,  it  is  hoisted  on  deck ; each  two  bags  makes 
a quarter.  The  bags  remain  on  deck,  an  inferior  officer  of  customs  remaining  on  board,  and 
the  landing  surveyor  occasionally  visits  each  vessel ; and  if  the  master  or  mate  of  the  ship 
thinks  any  of  the  measures  have  been  heaped  or  not  struck  quite  level,  he  calls  the  officer’s 
attention  to  the  bags  containing  them,  and  the  contents  of  the  bags  are  turned  out  and 
re-measured,  and  any  excess  found  is  measured  byimperial  pints  and  quarts,  and  noted  down, 
and  so  for  every  bag  tried ; and  the  excess  on  so  many  as  are  so  is  averaged  upon  the  whole 
number  of  quarters  in  the  vessel,  generally  amounting  to  several  hundreds,  and  this  average 
excess  added  to  the  quantity  originally  measured,  and  the  whole  set  down  as  the  quantity 
delivered.  In  this  re-measurement  the  corn  is  dropped  gently  from  the  bag  into  the 
measure,  whilst,  when  the  measure  was  first  filled,  it  was  pressed  in  and  shaken  down  ; but 
this  is  not  fair,  and  does  not  ascertain  the  quantity  correctly.  It  would  be  a great 
improvement  if  deliveries  from  the  ship  , were  made  by  weight,  but  this  could  not  be 
generally  enforced. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  suggest  that  whether  corn  is  to  be  weighed  or  measured,  it  would 
be  most  necessary  that  some  responsible  body,  say  the  Trustees  for  Markets,  who  have  a 
permanent  existence  under  an  Act  of  Parliament,  should  be  empowered  to  appoint  and 
swear  a certain  number  of  persons  faithfully  to  weigh  and  measure  corn,  between  one  party 
and  the  other,  and  to  charge  some  small  sum  for  metage. 

Philip  Cross,  esq.,  examined. 

3511.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I farm  extensively. 

3512.  Have  you  any  observations  to  make  P — I beg  to  observe,  that  although  it  is 
contrary,  I believe,  to  rule,  some  of  the  brokers  employed  in  the  corn  market  are  buyers  of 
corn  as  well  as  brokers.  I can  name  one  who  does  so,  Mr.  Stephen  Murphy.  1 have  bought 
corn  off  his  loft  within  the  last  year ; there  are  several  other  brokers,  1 believe,  also  buy  and 
sell,  who,  I believe,  are  also  very  proper  men. 

Mr.  Webber  stated  that  if  any  brokers  bought,  it  was  under  the  rose,  as  they  could  not 
do  so  openly. 


Annexed  are  attached  the  following  documents : — 

1.  Bye-Laws  of  Corn-Market. 

2.  Receipts  of  Market,  and  quantity  sold. 

3.  List  of  Staff. 

4.  Blank  forms  of  tickets. 

The  Bye-laws,  Rules,  Regulations,  Orders,  and  Directions  following,  were  made  by  the 
Trustees  for  Markets,  pursuant  to  the  Act  passed  in  the  Third  Year  oi  the  Reign  of  his 
late  Majesty  King  George  the  Fourth;  entitled,  “An  Act  for  the  Establishment  of 
Markets  for  the  Sale  of  Corn  and  other  articles  in  the  City  of  Cork  — 

It  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed,  that  on  every  day,  Sundays  and  Christmas-day 
excepted,  the  market  now  provided  by  the  trustees  for  the  sale  of  corn  in  the  city  of  Cork, 
shall  be  open  for  the  admission  of  corn  at  seven  o’clock  in  the  morning  ; that  the  sale  of 
corn  in  the  said  market  shall  on  every  day  commence  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  and 
continue  until  two  in  the  afternoon,  and  no  longer ; and  that  the  gates  of  the  said  market 
shall  daily  be  finally  closed  at  fivq  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed,  that  the  time  for  the  commencement  and  for  the  ter- 
mination of  the  sale  of  corn  within  the  said  market  each  day,  shall  be  made  known  by  ring 
of  bell,  and  that  a warning-bell  shall  be  also  rung,  one  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  termi- 
nation of  the  time  of  sale. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed,  that  the  person  or  persons,  who  shall  at  any  time  or 
times,  cause  any  corn,  horse,  cart,  or  carriage,  to  enter  the  said  market,  shall  place  such 
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corn,  horse,  cart,  or  carriage,  in  such  part  of  the  said  market  as  shall  be  appointed  for  the  CORK, 
same,  by  any  one  or  more  of  the  person  or  persons  who  have  been,  or  shall  be,  appointed  23rd  November,  1852. 

by  the  said  trustees,  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  order  in  which  corn,  horses,  carts,  

and  carriages,  shall  enter,  stand  in,  and  pass  through  the  said  market;  and  shall,  whilst  Bye-laws  of  Corn- 

such  corn,  horse,  cart,  or  carriage,  shall  continue  within  the  said  market,  remain  in  constant  Market>  &c- 

attendance  on  the  same ; and  shall  from  time  to  time,  immediately  on  being  directed  by 

the  person  or  persons  so  appointed  by  the  said  trustees,  as  aforesaid,  to  remove  or  cause 

to  be  removed,  such  corn,  horse,  cart,  or  carriage,  from  one  part  of  the  said  market  to 

another,  or  remove  the  same  out  of  the  said  market,  shall  remove  or  cause  such  corn,  horse 

cart,  or  carriage,  to  be  removed  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  so  directed ; and  if  the  person 

or  persons  who  shall  at  any  time  cause  any  corn,  horse,  cart,  or  carriage,  to  enter  the  said 

market,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  place  such  corn,  horse,  cart  or  carriage,  in  such  part  of 

the  s iid  market  as  shall  be  appointed  for  the  same,  by  one  or  more  of  the  person  or  persons 

appointed  by  the  said  trustees,  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  not  whilst  such  corn,  horse,  cart,  or 

carriage,  shall  continue  within  the  said  market,  remain  in  constant  attendance  on  the  same, 

or  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  remove  such  corn,  horse,  cart  or  carriage,  as  he,  she,  or  they, 

shall  be  directed  to  do,  as  aforesaid  ; then,  and  in  every  such  case,  such  person  or  persons  so 

offending,  shall  for  each  and  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  such  sum,  not  exceeding 

five  shillings,  as  by  the  justice  or  justices,  who  shall  hear  and  determine  any  such  offence, 

shall  be  deemed  fit  and  reasonable. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed,  that  all  corn  weighed  in  the  said  market,  shall  be 
weighed  standing  beam,  and  that  the  weight  thereof  shall  be  called  and  shall  be  entered 
in  the  book,  to  be  kept  by  the  clerk  who  shall  weigh  the  same,  two  pounds  less  on  each 
draught. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed,  that  on  the  sale  of  all  corn  sold  in  the  said  market,  an 
allowance  of  two  pounds  tret,  shall  be  made  to  the  buyer  on  every  hundred-weight  gross. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed,  that  any  person  who  shall  for  himself,  or  for  any 
other  person  or  persons,  sell  within  the  market  provided  by  the  trustees  for  the  sale  of 
corn,  any  corn  which  shall  not,  at  the  time  of  such  sale,  actually  be  within  the  said  market, 
shall,  immediately  after  such  sale,  and  previous  to  the  delivery  of  any  part  to  the  purchaser, 
make  to  the  collector  of  tolls  appointed  by  the  said  trustees,  a true  return  of  the  quantity 
of  the  corn  which  shall  have  been  sold,  and  of  the  price  or  prices  for  which  the  same  shall 
have  been  so  sold,  and  if  any  person  shall  for  himself,  or  for  any  other  person  or  persons, 
sell  within  the  said  market,  any  corn  which  shall  not  at  the  time  of  such  sale  actually  be 
within  the  said  market,  and  shall  decline  or  omit  to  make  immediately  after  such  sale,  and 
previous  to  the  delivery  of  any  part  to  the  purchaser,  to  the  collector  of  tolls  appointed  by 
the  said  trustees,  a true  return  of  the  quantity  of  the  corn  which  shall  have  been  so  sold, 
and  of  the  price  and  prices  for  "which  the  same  shall  have  been  so  sold ; the  person  or 
persons  so  offending  shall,  for  each  and  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
five  pounds. 

It  is  hereby  further  ordered  and  directed,  that  if  any  person  whatsoever  shall,  within 
the  said  market,  interrupt  the  business  thereof,  or  interfere  to  prevent  the  sale  or  pur- 
chase of  corn  therein,  every  such  person  so  offending  shall,  for  each  and  every  of  such 
offences,  forfeit  and  pay  such  sum,  not  exceeding  forty  shillings,  as  shall  be  deemed  fit  and 
reasonable,  by  the  justice  or  justices,  who  may  hear  and  determine  such  cause. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed,  that  no  person  whatsoever,  shall  buy  or  shall  sell,  or 
exhibit  or  expose  to  sale,  or  otherwise,  or  take  or  examine  samples,  sacks,  or  other  parcels 
of  corn,  within  the  markets,  now  provided  by  the  trustees,  for  the  sale  of  corn  in  the  city 
of  Cork  and  suburbs  thereof,  before  the  market-bell  shall  ring  for  nine  o’clock  in  the  fore- 
noon of  any  day ; and  if  any  person  shall  buy  or  shall  sell,  or  exhibit  or  expose  to  sale, 
or  otherwise,  or  take  or  examine  samples,  sacks,  or  other  parcels  of  corn,  before  the 
said  market-bell  shall  ring  for  nine  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  of  any  day,  such  person  or 
persons  so  offending  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  such  sum  not  exceeding 
five  pounds  late  currency,  as  by  the  justice  or  justices,  who  shall  hear  and  determine 
such  offence,  shall  be  deemed  fit  and  reasonable. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed,  that  all  sales  and  purchases  of  corn  which  shall  be 
made  within  the  market  now  provided  by  the  Trustees  for  the  sale  of  corn,  shall,  from  and 
after  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  September,  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one, 
be  made  in  that  part  of  the  market  called  the  Exchange ; and  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall,  from  and  after  the  said  twenty-seventh  day  of  September,  buy  or  shall  sell  any 
corn  in  any  other  part  of  said  market  than  in  the  said  Exchange,  such  person  or  persons 
so  offending  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  such  sum  not  exceeding  five 
pounds  late  currency,  as  by  the  justice  or  justices,  who  shall  hear  and  determine  such 
offence,  shall  be  deemed  fit  and  reasonable. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed,  that  there  shall  be  paid  by  every  person  who  shall  sell 
any  rye  within  the  city  of  Cork,  or  the  suburbs  thereof,  the  sum  of  one  penny  for  and  upon 
every  fourteen  stone  thereof,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a lesser  quantity. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed,  that  no  person  whatsoever  shall  sweep  or  gather  up 
in  the  Exchange  established  by  the  said  trustees  for  the  sale  of  corn  therein,  any  com  of 
any  description  whatsoever ; and  that  no  person  shall  take  or  remove  therefrom  any  com, 
save  and  except  the  respective  samples  of  the  respective  parcels  of  corn,  which  shall  or  may 
be  purchased  by  the  merchants  or  buyers  of  same  respectively;  and  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  sweep  or  gather  up  any  corn,  or  shall  take  or  remove  from  the  said  Corn 
Exchange  any  corn  but  the  respective  samples  of  the  respective  parcels  of  corn  so  pur- 
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pork  cliased  by  the  said  merchants  and  buyers  of  same  respectively,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 

MrdNovem^r,  ISM.  to  and  for  any  of  the  officers  of  the  trustees  to  stop,  seize,  and  detain  such  corn,  and  the 

person  or  persons  so  offending  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  such  sum  not 

Bye-laws  of  Corn-  exceeding  five  pounds  late  currency,  as  by  the  justice  or  justices,  who  shall  hear  and  deter- 
Market,  &c.  su^  offence,  shall  he  deemed  fit  and  reasonable.  Provided  that  nothing  herein 

contained  shall  extend  to  prevent  the  proper  officer  or  officers  of  the  trustees  from  having 
the  said  Exchange  swept  and  cleansed  at  all  convenient  times,  and  the  refuse  corn  found 
therein  removed.  , - , „ , , 

It  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed,  that  no  person  whatsoever  shall  buy  or  sell  any  dead 
pio-  or  pfos  within  the  market,  now  provided  by  the  trustees  for  the  sale  of  dead  pigs  m 
the  city  of  Cork,  and  suburbs  thereof,  before  the  hour  of  half-past  eight  o’clock,  nor  alter 
the  hour  of  half-past  ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  of  any  day ; and  if  any  person  shall  buy 
or  shall  sell  any  dead  pig  or  pigs,  before  the  hour  of  half-past  eight  o’clock,  or  alter  the 
hour  of  half-past  ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  of  any  day,  such  person  or  persons  so  oft  end- 
in*  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  such  sum  not  excocdmg  five  pounds  late 
currency,  as  by  the  justice  or  justices,  who  shall  hear  and  determine  such  offence,  shaft  be 
deemed  fit  and  reasonable. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed,  that  the  sale  of  hay  and  straw  shall  on  every  day 
commence  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  continue  until  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  no  longer.  „ . , , , „ 

It  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed,  that  a rent,  or  storage,  of  sixpence  per  load,  shall 
and  may  be  charged  daily,  upon  each  and  every  load  of  hay  and  straw  which  shaft  remain 
and  be  found  stored  in  any  part  of  the  corn  department  of  the  market,  between  the  hours 
of  nine  and  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  of  any  day. 

By  order, 

E.  Webber, 

Clerk  and  Secretary. 


Receipts  at  Corn  Market  for  Year  ended  August  31,  1852. 


Wheat,  39,624  barrels, 
Barley,  81,843f  barrels, 

Oats,  259,5134  barrels, 

Pigs,  18,400, 

Hay,  5,651  ton  7 cwt., 
Straw,  4,746  tou  7 cwt., 
Green  food  1,403  ton  8 cwt., 

Wheat,  178,885  quarters,  . 
Barley,  11,318  quarters, 
Oats,  5,867  quarters, 


£3,267  12  4 

E.  Webber. 


Staff  of  the  Cork  Corn  Market. 
Secretary,  Clerk,  and  Collector. 
Superintendent. 

Eleven  Scales  Clerks. 

Two  Office  Clerks. 

Eleven  Weighmasters. 

Thirty-eight  Assistants  (Porters). 

Two  Gatekeepers. 

One  Storekeeper. 

Two  Market  Police. 

Two  Boys. 

One  Night  Watchman. 


E.  Webber,  Secretary. 


No. 

Date, 

Seller, 

Buyer, 

Price, 

Tons 
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Hay  Market,  Cork. 
Cars  of 
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Pig  Market,  Cork. 
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Corn  Market,  Cork. 


Pig  Market,  Cork. 
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Corn  Market,  Cork. 


Bags, 
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No. 

No. 

Seller, 

Buyer 

Price  per  barrel, 


Sir  William  Lyons  examined. 


d. 


lbs. 


3513.  I believe  you  are  extensively  engaged  in  the  butter  trade  ? — I am  ; and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Merchants  have  selected  me  to  appear  before  the  Commissioners  on  their  behalf; 
and  they  had  considered  it  the  best  course  to  draw  up  a report  giving  a detailed  account 
of  the  operations  of  the  butter  market,  as  they  thought  by  that  mode  they  would  save  a 
good  deal  of  time,  and  facilitate  the  object  the  Commissioners  had  in  view.  With  the 
permission  of  the  Commissioners  I will  read  that  report  for  them. 

3514.  Be  so  good  as  to  do  so. 

Explanatory  Statement  of  the  Cork  Committee  of  Merchants  respecting  the  Cork  Butter 

Market,  and  the  system  of  weighing  and  classification  practised  there,  under  their 

regulations. 

The  provisions  of  the  old  Butter  Acts — some  of  which  were  General  Acts,  and  many,  of 
them  confined  in  their  operation  to  the  city  of  Cork  alone — providing  for  the  compulsory 
weighing  of  butter  and  casks,  were  found  to  be  so  oppressive,  as  restrictions  on  trade, 
that,  in  compliance  with  public  opinion,  they  were  repealed  by  Acts  passed  in  the  ninth 
and  tenth  years  of  the  reign  of  George  the  Fourth,  and  the  trade  set  free  from  legislative 
control.  That  no  legislative  measures  of  a mandatory  character,  nor  any  municipal  or 
other  control  of  the  trade  are  necessary  (at  least  so  far  as  the  city  of  Cork  is  concerned), 
will,  the  Committee  of  Merchants  trust,  appear  from  the  following  statement  of  the  nature, 
extent,  and  operation  of  the  voluntary  system  of  weighing  and  inspection  carried  out  at 
the  Cork  butter  weigh-liouse  : — 

Indeed  the  injury  which  would  result  to  this  branch  of  our  commerce  and  manufacture 
from  such  control  or  interference — by  fettering  the  producer  on  one  hand,  and  depriving 
him  of  the  selection  of  his  market,  and  the  merchant  upon  the  other,  restricting  his  dealings 
and  course  of  trade — can  hardly  be  estimated. 

The  mayor  or  chief  magistrate  of  every  city  or  town  in  Ireland  has,  under  the  Act  of 
the  4th  of  Anne,  cap.  14,  the  power  to  appoint  a general  sworn  weighmaster,  to  weigh 
indifferently  between  buyer  and.  seller,  not  only  butter  and  casks,  but  all  other  commodities 
of  every  description,  at  a charge  of  a halfpenny  for  every  thing  under  a hundred-weight, 
and  one  penny  for  each  article  above  that  weight ; but  with  this  important  advantage  over 
a compulsory  provision,  that  no  one  is  compelled  to  bring  his  goods  to  this  weighmaster  to 
bo  weighed,  while  that  officer  is  bound  to  weigh  for  such  as  apply  to  him  ; the  law  in  this 
respect  being  expressly  defined  by  the  10th  George  the  Fourth,  cap.  21  ; and  since  the 
repeal  of  the  numerous  and  harassing  penal  provisions  of  the  former  Acts  by  this  last-men- 
tioned Statute,  the  butter  trade  in  Ireland  has  regulated  itself,  those  concerned  in  it  varying 
its  management  as  occasion  has  required. 

At  the  city  of  Cork,  the  largest  butter  market  in  Ireland,  a general  weighmaster, 
appointed  by  the  chief  magistrate  under  this  Act  of  Anne,  exercises  his  functions,  (having 
an  office  in  the  Cork  butter  weigh-house  for  that  purpose),  and  has  appointed  four  deputy 
scales-masters  or  assistants,  who  act  daily  for  the  public  accommodation  there,  under  his  own 
immediate  personal  superintendence.  And  in  the  year  1829,  (immediately  after  the  passing 
of  10th  George  the  Fourth),  a conventional  arrangement  and  a voluntary  code  of  regulations 
■were  adopted  amongst  the  merchants  and  others  engaged  in  the  butter  trade  in  that  city ; 
the  increase  of  the  trade  under  which  is  good  evidence  of  the  benefit  resulting  from  allow- 
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ing  both  producer  and  merchant  full  freedom  of  action,  independent  of  the  shackles  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  or  the  influence  of  civic  control  or  interference  in  a matter  purely 
commercial.  From  an  early  period  there  has  existed,  at  Cork,  a body,  representing  and 
presiding'  over  the  mercantile  interests  of  the  city  and  port,  called  “ The  Committee  of 
Merchants,”  annually  elected  by  ballot  from  amongst  the  merchants  and  traders,  four 
leading  merchants  being  elected  with  the  Committee,  each  to  serve  as  president  for  a 
period  of  three  months,  those  of  the  present  year  being  John  Robert  Burke,  Robert 
Honan,  William  Fagan,  m.p.,  and  Thomas  Somerville  Reeves,  esquires. 

The  secretary  of  the  Committee  is  a gentleman  of  commercial  experience,  and  the 
fullest  confidence  is  reposed  in  the  judgment  and  impartiality  of  this  popularly-elected 
body,  which  is  well  known  in  all  our  markets  at  home  and  abroad ; under  its  presiding 
influence  and  management  the  butter  trade  at  Cork  has  established  a free  market,  lately 
enlarged  at  considerable  expense  from  funds  voluntarily  provided  by  the  trade  itself, 
independent  of  any  local  assessment  or  other  assistance,  comprehending  a covered  market 
and  weigh-house  for  the  convenience  of  the  vast  number  of  country  people  resorting  to  it, 
an  exchange  and  place  of  meeting  for  the  merchants  and  traders,  with  suitable  offices,  &c. 

The  arrangements  of  the  Committee  of  the  trade,  subscribed  and  adopted  voluntarily  by 
all  persons  who  choose  to  deal  at  the  Cork  butter  market,  arc  as  as  follow  : — The  Committee 
provide  four  inspectors  or  tasters  of  butter,  men  of  general  intelligence,  unexceptionable 
character,  and  matured  knowledge  of  this  article  and  its  distinctive  qualities,  whose  whole 
time  is  required  to  be  devoted  to  the  business  of  the  Committee,  to  the  exclusion  of  any 
other  pursuit  or  employment  whatever. 

These  officers  receive  a salary  of  £150  per  annum  each,  their  independence  of  action 
being  further  secured  by  the  expectation  that,  when  advancing  years  or  infirmity  shall 
render  them  unfit  for  duty,  the  Committee  (should  their  duties  have  been  faithfully  per- 
formed,) will  provide  for  them  by  a superannuation  allowance,  which,  in  each  of  two 
recent  instances,  the  Committee  fixed  at  £100  per  annum,  to  be  paid  the  retired  inspector 
for  his  life.  These  inspectors  know  that  the  property  of  the  farmer  is  submitted  to  their  fiat 
to  affix  its  value  ; the  foreign  merchant  will  buy  on  the  character  given  to  each  cask  of 
butter  by  their  brand  as  securely  as  he  would  take  standard  coin  at  its  assigned  worth. 
In  this  public  confidence  the  honour  of  the  merchants  of  Cork,  on  which  it  is  based,  is 
involved  in  their  judgment,  and  they  know  that  instant  dismissal  would  attend  the  slightest 
departure  from  strict  justice  between  buyer  and  seller,  and  they  have  invariably  been  found 
to  discharge  then-  duty  of  inspection  honestly  and  satisfactorily,  carefully  ascertaining  that 
the  article  submitted  to  their  judgment  is  free  from  impurity  or  adulteration,  and  that  it 
receives  exactly  the  brand  of  character  to  which  its  material  condition  and  style  of  manu- 
facture entitle  it. 

To  secure  complete  satisfaction  to  all  parties,  and  to  remove  even  the  possibility  of  par- 
tiality in  classification  of  butter  by  the  inspectors,  the  regulations  of  the  Committee  further 
provide  that  the  butter  brought  into  the  market  each  morning  (consisting  frequently  of 
3,000  casks  or  firkins)  is  divided  into  four  lots  of  equal  number,  each  lot  distinguished  by 
a letter,  (A,  B,  C,  andD) ; separate  cards  with  these  letters  are  put  into  a hat,  out  of  which 
each  inspector  draws  one,  and  immediately  proceeds  to  the  inspection  of  the  lot  corres- 
ponding to  the  letter  he  has  drawn ; so  that  up  to  five  minutes  previous  to  the  inspection 
neither  the  farmer,  the  merchant,  nor  the  inspector,  can  tell  which  of  the  four  inspectors 
wiU  have  the  inspection  of  any  particular  lot  of  butter ; and,  moreover,  should  any  person 
express  dissatisfaction  at  the  judgment  of  an  inspector  on  any  particular  lot  or  cask  of 
butter,  the  party  affected  may  appeal  and  demand  the  decision  of  all  the  other  inspectors 
on  the  subject  in  dispute. 

An  inspection  of  the  quality  and  fitness  of  casks  is  also  comprehended  in  the  arrange- 
ments : four  cask  inspectors  (experienced  master-coopers)  being  appointed  at  salaries  of 
£80  per  annum,  whose  duty  it  is  to  ascertain  that  casks  are  of  the  proper  weight,  lest 
merchants  be  defrauded  of  the  weight  of  butter  by  the  firkin  being  soaked  in  water ; the 
inspector  finding  any  cask  in  this  state,  causing  it  to  be  taken  off  the  butter  by  one  of  the 
officers  provided  for  this  purpose,  called  shippers,  the  cask  re-weighed,  and  the  tare  cor- 
rected if  necessary. 

At  the  division  called  the  empty-firkin  crane,  the  casks  are  weighed  by  the  weighmaster, 
and  branded  with  the  proper  weight  or  tare  so  ascertained. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  from  time  to  time  to  adopt  plans  and  tests  for  the  detec- 
tion and  prevention  of  the  adulteration  of  butter,  and  deception  as  to  the  weight 
of  butter  and  casks ; and  as  new,  and  sometimes  ingenious  devices,  for  these  fraudulent 
purposes  develop  themselves,  the  plans  and  tests  require  to  be  changed  to  meet  them; 
and  in  consequence  of  the  vigilance  and  consideration  exercised  in  this  regard,  the 
voluntary  regulations  of  this  association  of  merchants,  have  been  found  generally  effec- 
tive for  the  protection  of  the  fair  dealer,  a result  which  would  not  possibly  be 
achieved  by  the  fixed  provisions  of  a statutory  enactment.  The  brands  for  impressing 
the  quality  of  butter  in  each  case,  and  for  impressing  the  weight  or  taro,  contain 
certain  peculiar  marks,  known  only  to  the  officers  entrusted  with  their  use,  but  scarcely 
noticeable  as  distinctions  by  others,  and  these  brands  are  changed  and  varied  in  device  every 
season,  the  season  commencing  in  April  and  ending  in  February.  Beside  each  scale  in 
the  market  are  the  persons  entrusted  by  the  Committee  with  their  brands,  and  each  cask 
with  butter,  as  inspected  and  weighed,  receives  from  the  hot  iron  its  brand  of  quality  and 
weight — each  cask,  to  prevent  fraud  or  substitution,  on  leaving  the  market  being- compared 
with  the  butter  notes  or  certificates  of  quality,  and  signed  by  appointed  officers.  A public 
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register  is  also  kept  in  the  market  of  the  weight  and  quality  of  every  cask  of  butter  weighed 
and  inspected,  with  the  name  of  the  maker,  so  that  upon  any  dispute  arising,  or  for  general 
commercial  purposes,  a body  of  valuable  information  is  to  be  found  upon  record,  classed 
in  years  and  periods,  to  which  frequent  reference  is  had,  sometimes  several  years  after  the 
inspection.  Watchmen  and  inspectors  are  also  placed  upon  the  quays,  appointed  and  paid 
by  the  Committee  of  Merchants  to  superintend  the  shipment  of  butter,  and  ascertain  that 
no  butter  which  has  been  inspected  in  the  Cork  market  is  shipped,  but  such  as  bears  the 
genuine  brand  of  the  market.  To  carry  out  this  system,  in  addition  to  the  four  butter 
inspectors,  and  the  four  cask  inspectors  already  mentioned,  a staff  is  required,  consisting  of 
about  forty  persons,  acting  as  assistants  to  the  inspectors,  as  branders,  porters,  and  watch- 
men ; and  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  this  establishment  the  rent  of  the  market, 
books,  stationery,  &c.,  &c.,  an  annual  expenditure  is  necessary,  amounting  to  about  £3,000 
per  annum,  all  of  which,  without  any  local  assessment  of  any  kind,  and  without  any  com- 
pulsory fees  under  the  Act  of  Parliament,  is  supplied  by  the  small  voluntary  fee  paid  by  the 
farmers,  who  repair  to  this  market  from  the  counties  of  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Kerry,  of  their 
own  free  choice,  because  they  find  it  the  best  market  for  their  produce.  That  the  quantities 
of  butter  brought  to  this  market  and  submitted  to  the  weighmasters  and  inspectors  there, 
have  been  dependent  upon,  and  progressed  with,  the  operation  of  this  voluntary  system, 
will  be  apparent  from  the  fact,  that  immediately  preceding  the  passing  of  the  10th  George 
Fourth,  c.  41,  in  1827,  the  quantity  of  butter  brought  into  the  Cork  market  for  inspection 
was  269,190  firkins.  Tho  year  after  the  passing  of  that  Statute  it  increased  to  297,313 
firkins,  and,  up  to  the  year  1850,  had  increased  to  342,269  firkins,  value  for  over  £800,000 ; 
and  in  tire  present  season,  so  far  as  it  has  advanced,  a further  proportionate  increase  has 
also  taken  place.  This  sufficiently  attests  also  the  confidence  of  the  producer,  in  the 
operations  of  the  Committee  of  Merchants ; and  their  brand  has  attained  so  high  a character 
in  the  foreign  market  that  no  butter  from  Ireland  but  that  bearing  the  Cork  brand  is  sale- 
able in  South  America,  the  East  and  West  Indies,  Spain,  &c.  The  commercial  men  of 
Cork  having  fostered  and  matured  the  butter  trade  of  that  city  and  port  to  this  prosperous 
condition,  are  naturally  desirous,  both  on  behalf  of  the  producers  and  of  themselves,  that  it 
should  not  be  endangered  by  the  interference  of  any  municipal  or  official  control,  or  any 
compulsory  enactments  affecting  the  course  of  the  trade ; and  now  that  an  inquiry  is  being 
held  for  the  information  of  the  Government,  on  the  results  of  which  it  is  intended  to  base 
legislative  measures,  providing  for  the  establishment  and  control  of  markets  for  the  sale  of 
agricultural  produce,  amongst  other  matters,  the  Committee  of  Merchants,  as  guardians  of 
this  large  staple  trade  here,  deem  it  their  duty  to  supply  the  Commissioners  holding  this 
inquiry  with  the  foregoing  information,  in  order  that  the  city  of  Cork,  as  regards  its  butter 
market,  may  be  exempted  from  any  provisions  of  a general  nature  which  it  may  be  found 
useful  and  necessary,  to  provide  for  the  prevention  of  fraud,  and  the  securing  fair  dealings 
between  man  and  man  in  those  towns  and  places  where  no  such  establishment  exists. 

3515.  What  do  you  charge  for  weighing  and  inspecting  butter  in  the  butter  market? — 
The  charges  have  varied,  they  have  been  as  high  as  3 \d.,  but  are  now  only  2d.  per  firkin. 

3516.  Does  2d.  include  weighing,  branding,  inspecting,  and  any  other  charge  in  the 
market? — It  does. 

3517.  Why  does  the  charge  vary? — According  to  the  amount  of  work  done  in  the 
market.  Our  system  in  the  butter  market  is  a voluntary  one  ; we  only  want  to  pay  our 
expenses,  and  must  charge  as  much  as  will  do  so,  the  %d.  per  firkin,  which  goes  to  the 
weighmaster,  is  the  only  part  fixed.  We  lately  found  our  business  increasing  so  much,  from 
the  confidence  reposed  in  the  integrity  and  fair  dealing  of  the  merchants,  that  it  was  found 
necessary  to  enlarge  the  market,  which  prevented  the  charge  being  still  further  reduced. 
The  character  of  the  butter  market  here  is  so  well  established,  that  the  butter  bearing  the 
brand  of  this  market  is  sold  all  over  the  woidd. 

3518.  Do  you  contemplate  any  further  reductions  in  the  fees  of  the  market? — Tes  ; if 
the  extent  of  the  trade  will  warrant  them.  I wish,  in  addition,  to  mention  that  we  have 
expended  lately,  a good  deal  of  money,  in  widening  the  approaches  to  the  market,  and  in 
order  not  to  lean  too  heavily  upon  the  country,  by  raising  the  lees,  the  greater  number  of  the 
gentlemen  engaged  in  the  market  contributed  to  these  expenses  out  of  their  private  means. 

3519.  Is  there  anything  to  prevent  a person  when  he  gets  his  butter  qualified  in  the 
market,  taking  the  butter  home  and  changing  the  brands  ? — -We  do  not  allow  the  brands 
to  be  given  to  any  person,  unless  those  who  bind  themselves  to  observe  the  regulations  of 
the  market. 

3520.  If  a farmer  wished  to  sell  his  own  butter  in  the  market,  could  he  do  so? — No  ; 
but  if  a person  -does  not  choose  to  avail  himself  of  the  advantages  we  afford,  he  is  not 
bound  to  use  our  market,  he  can  ship  his  butter  in  such  cases  from  where  he  pleases. 

3521.  May  a farmer,  then,  subscribe  to  the  regulations  and  become  a member  of  the  body? 
— Not  unless  he  became  a resident  in  Cork,  in  order  that  we  may  have  some  control  over  him, 
and  have  a guarantee  that  he  will  not  abuse  the  privileges  of  the  market,  by  altering  the 
brand,  or  otherwise. 

3522.  Are  there  any  other  expenses  connected  with  the  sale  of  butter  besides  those  you 
have  mentioned? — Yes ; there  are  for  cartage,  porterage,  and  other  incidental  expenses,  with 
which  the  Committee  of  the  market  have  nothing  to  do ; 1(7.  is  what  is  charged  for  porterage 
and  carriage,  by  the  butter  buyer,  to  the  farmer.  We  have  in  many  cases  where  bad  heads 
of  firkins  come  in  from  the  country,  to  provide  good  ones  to  give  to  the  export  merchant, 
for  which  there  is  not  any  additional  charge  made. 
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3523.  The  farmer  in  the  first  instance  sends  the  butter  to  the  butter  buyer? — Yes. 

3524.  The  butter  buyers,  I believe,  are  a class  quite  distinct  from  the  butter  exporters  ? 
— They  are  quite  different  bodies.  The  Committee  who  manage  the  butter  market  are 
chosen  by  ballot  out  of  members  subscribing  to  the  butter  market.  I am  not  this  year 
a member  of  the  Committee,  but  I believe  the  report  which  they  banded  to  me,  and  which 
I send,  is  a fair  representation  of  the  transactions  of  the  market. 

3525.  Will  you  tell  us  all  the  charges  made  on  the  farmer  over  the  2d.  that  is  charged 
in  the  market,  as,  I think,  you  stated  there  were  others,  amounting  to  1 d. — I mean  the 
money  charges,  we  will  go  into  the  deductions  made  for  the  weight  afterwards  ? — The 
butter  buyers  of  the  middle  class,  of  which  I am  one,  deduct  a certain  amount  of  beamage 
as  their  own  commission,  that  is  generally  one  pound  of  the  butter.  There  is  also  Id.  a firkin 
charged  by  them  for  porterage,  and  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  bad  and  inefficient  heads. 
The  Market  Committee  have  nothing  to  do  with  this  charge. 

3526.  Is  there  any  other  charge  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

3527.  How  do  the  butter  buyers  pay  themselves  for  their  trouble  ? — We,  the  buyers,  are 
a peculiar  class : where  no  money  is  advanced  to  the  farmer,  we  deduct  one  pound  of  butter 
only  from  each  fix-kin. 

3528.  Who  regulates  the  price  that  the  merchant  gives  the  farmer? — The  Committee 
meet  every  day  at  eleven  o’clock ; the  highest  value  that  can  be  had  for  the  butter  is 
ascertained ; they  fix  that  up  in  the  market,  and  all  parties  receiving  butter  from  the 
country  that  day,  are  obliged  to  pay  that  price. 

3529.  Does  the  middleman  give  the  farmer  the  price  the  exporter  pays  him  ? — He  does ; 
it  is  the  export  merchant  who  virtually  fixes  the  prices.  The  export  merchants  and  the 
buyers  attend  every  day  in  the  mai-ket  at  eleven  o’clock,  when  the  price  is  fixed.  The 
largest  export  merchants  in  Cork  were  there  to-day  ; there  were,  I should  say,  eight  or 
ten  fixing  the  price  this  morning.  A committee  for  fixing  the  price  consists  of  seven. 

3530.  Would  it  not  be  ah  object  to  the  export  merchants  to  fix  the  price  as  low  as 
possible  ? — It  would,  of  course,  but  the  competition  of  trade  regulates  very  fairly  the  value 
of  the  butter.  It  is  both  the  buyers  and  the  merchants  who  fix  the  price,  and  not  the 
merchants  alone  ; and  the  butter  buyers  themselves  sometimes  sell  on  their  own  account, 
as  well  as  for  the  farmers.  It  is  optional  with  them  whether  they  will  buy  or  sell  on  any 
particular  day. 

3531.  But  whether  they  buy  for  themselves,  or  sell  for  the  farmer,  the  farmer  gets  the 
price  that  is  fixed  that  day  ? — He  does ; but  it  sometimes  happens  that  there  are  not  a 
sufficient  number  of  buyex-s  iix  the  market,  and  in  that  case  the  farmer  may  not  get  the 
price  fixed,  from  a want  of  demand  for  it.  There  is  an  eixgagement  among  the  butter 
merchants  in  the  butter  market,  not  to  sell  to  export  merchants  who  buy  butter  outside 
the  market,  and  ship  it  without  its  having  passed  through  the  market ; and  their  reasons 
for  refusing  to  do  so  are  very  sufficient.  These  merchants  may  buy  butter  outside  the  market, 
of  a very  inferior  quality,  and  come  and  say  to  me,  I want  100  firkins.  If  I sold  them,  the  Cork 
brand  would  be  on  these,  and  then  bad  butter  might  be  transferred  into  the  casks  bearing 
the  market  brand  of  good  butter ; and  on  this  account,  and  this  account  alone,  we  refuse 
to  sell  to  those  who  will  not  conform  strictly  to  the  regulations  of  the  market. 

3532.  Is  there  any  thing  to  prevent  a merchant  re-packing  the  fix-kins  after  they  have 
been  branded  ? — They  are  bouxxd  under  heavy  penalties  not  to  do  so.  In  addition,  we 
have  inspectors  upon  the  quays,  and  when  butter  is  shipped  from  the  quays,  if  there  is  any 
ground  for  suspicion,  the  inspector  has  the  power  of  opening  the  casks  to  see  if  it  has  been 
re-packed,  or  an  inferior  quality  substituted  after  the  cask  has  been  branded.  When  fitting 
butter  for  export,  it  is  necessary  to  take  a portion  out  of  the  head  of  each  cask,  to  make 
room  for  salt  and  pickle,  to  preserve  the  butter  in  hot  climates.  That  butter  is  obliged  to 
be  put  into  fresh  casks,  and  the  purchaser  is  bound  to  send  it  then  to  the  market  to  be 
re-inspected. 

3533.  When  a firkin  is  too  full,  and  the  butter  has  to  be  sex-aped  iix  the  market  before 
the  head  is  put  on  again,  to  whom  do  these  scrapings  go  ? — They  ax-e  taken  into  the  general 
fund.  The  country  farmers  had  formerly  a x-ight  to  get  them,  but  they  gave  them  up  to 
the  porters  of  the  market,  and  the  present  was  thought  a better  regulation.  It  was 
thought  that  if  the  porters  continued  to  get  the  scrapings,  they  might  be  induced  to 
scrape  deeper  than  was  necessary,  and  in  order  to  remove  such  a suspicion,  the  Committee 
decided  that  all  butter  so  scraped  off  should  go  into  a general  fund,  and  be  applied  in 
discharging  the  expenses  of  the  market.  I wish  to  observe,  that  there  is  a very  incon- 
siderable quantity  takeix  off  as  scrapings.  Every  care  has  been  taken  by  advising  the 
country  people  to  fill  their  firkins  properly,  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  scraping  as  much 
as  possible ; and  with  this  view,  every  year  handbills  are  issued  and  sent  round  to  the 
farmers,  by  the  Comnxittee,  advising  them  to  fill  the  fix-kins  only  up  to  the  riddle,  and 
directing  them  to  make  room  for  the  head. 

3534.  Is  there  something  scraped  off  every  firkin  ? — No ; a great  deal  of  them  passes 
without  any  scraping.  If  the  butter  is  sent  in  packed  in  a proper  way,  nothing  at  all  will 
be  taken  from  it.  There  is  about  an  ounce  taken  froxn  a firkin  by  scraping. 

3535.  The  deduction  of  one  pound  commission  which  the  butter  buyer  takes,  he  deducts 
on  paying  the  farmer  the  price  of  the  firkin? — Yes. 

3536.  Will  you  explain  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  market  ? — The  butter  is  weighed 
at  standing  beam,  with  nothing  takeix  off  the  scales ; and  one  pound  is  the  lowest  weight 
used.  There  are  then  two  pounds  deducted  afterwards,  as  allowance  to  the  export  merchant. 

3537.  Is  that  an  allowance  for  beamage  ? — No,  it  is  rather  a kind  of  tret.  Butter  is  a 
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perishable  article ; there  is  always  a great  deal  of  salt  dissolving  into  pickle,  a great  quantity 
of  pickle  is  in  the  cask,  and  in  order  to  protect  him  from  loss  on  that,  the  export  merchant 
is  allowed  two  pounds  on  each  firkin. 

3538.  Is  that  deduction  made  in  the  market  by  the  clerk  there  ? — No ; the  butter  buyer 
deducts  two  pounds  tret  for  each  firkin,  and  he  allows  that  invariably  to  the  export  merchant. 

3539.  Then,  in  fact,  the  butter  buyer  deducts  three  pounds  from  the  farmer;  one  pound 
for  himself,  and  two  pounds  for  the  export  merchant? — Yes. 

3540.  What  tare  is  deducted  from  a firkin  of  butter? — We  deduct  the  tare  marked  upon 
the  cask,  which  is  generally  branded  by  our  own  inspector.  If  a country  fix-kin  comes  in, 
which  is  not  branded,  the  butter  is  stripped  and  weighed,  as  the  country  maker  does  not 
tare  the  cask  correctly ; I have  known  casks  branded  two  pounds  heavier  than  they  really 
were.  Under  an  old  Act  of  Parliament  every  firkin  weighing  three-fourths  of  a hundred- 
weight, gross  weight,  ought  to  be  of  sufficient  size  to  keep  such  a large  quantity  of  butter ; 
and  we  prefer,  in  the  case  of  a firkin  weighing  three -fourths  of  a hundred-weight,  and 
over,  to  deduct  fifteen  pounds,  in  all  such  cases,  for  the  cask. 

3541.  What  is  allowed  for  soakage? — Two  pounds.  If  a new  cask  weighed  thirteen 
pounds,  and  the  system  of  branding  were  properly  carried  out,  it  would  be  branded  as  fifteen 
pounds  weight.  The  firkins  were  stripped  in  the  market  a short  time  ago,  for  one  week, 
and  the  casks  were  tested,  and  it  was  found  that  they  came  up  to  the  weight  stamped  upon 
them.  I was  told  hy  a farmer  that  firkins  often  do  not  come  up  to  what  is  branded  upon 
them ; I took  two  firkins  then  in  his  possession,  weighed  the  casks,  and  found  them  one 
pound  heavier  than  they  were  stamped.  I should  mention  that  the  farmer  has  the  option 
of  getting  the  butter  stripped  and  the  casks  weighed,  if  he  chooses,  and  often  does.  The 
farmer  very  seldom  loses  by  the  present  system,  as  the  quantity  of  butter  increases  the 
weight  of  the  cask.  I have  often  found  casks  or  firkins  weighing  fifteen,  sixteen,  and  seven- 
teen pounds  from  being  soaked.  The  farmers  know  their  own  interest,  and  often  tare  the 
casks  themselves. 

3542.  Do  the  farmers  often  complain  of  the  manner  in  which  the  casks  are  tared  ?— 
Country  people  very  often  complain  without  reason ; I receive  myself  a very  large  quantity 
of  butter  from  the  north  portion  of  the  county  Limerick ; the  gentlemen  and  farmers  of 
that  district  send  the  butter  up  directly,  without  coming  themselves,  so  satisfied  are  they 
that  they  will  get  full  justice,  and  the  full  value  of  the  article. 

3543.  Would  you  recommend  that  the  Cork  butter  market  should  be  left  as  it  is  ? — 
Decidedly ; but  1 beg  to  say  that  the  Committee  of  Merchants  are  willing  to  receive  any 
suggestion,  and  make  any  improvement  necessary  for  the  welfare  and  advantage  of  the 
market. 

3544.  Does  the  butter  of  this  market  bring  as  high  a price  as  Carlow  butter  in  the 
English  market  ? — No ; there  is  a prejudice  against  the  butter  of  this  market  in  England, 
that  it  is  too  much  salted ; but  I think  the  Cork  butter  is  as  good  as  any  other  Irish  butter. 
In  spring  it  is  not  so  good,  as  the  country  people  mix  up  a good  deal  of  beestings  with  it, 
so  that  at  that  time  of  the  year  very  little  first  quality  butter  comes  into  the  market. 

3545.  Have  you  heard  many  complaints  of  the  way  batter  is  qualified? — I have  often 
heard  complaints  from  country  gentlemen  at  their  butter  being  marked  second  quality  when 
they  thought  it  ought  to  be  first.  I have  heard  that  butter  sent  over  by  Messrs.  Croker 
and  Lloyds  of  this  town,  which  never  entered  this  market,  and  had  not  its  brand  upon  it, 
received  a higher  price  than  the  butter  branded  in  this  market ; but  such  is  attributable  to 
its  being  more  lightly  salted,  which  makes  it  bring  a higher  price  in  London.  There  is  con- 
siderable risk,  however,  in  exporting  butter  so  lightly  salted,  as  if  it  is  not  immediately 
used,  it  will  grow  bad. 

3546.  Is  there  much  fraudulent  made  butter  sent  into  the  market? — There  have  been 
some  frauds,  but  we  exercise  a very  strict  vigilance  in  detecting  them. 

3547.  Have  the  people  confidence  in  the  inspectors  ? — Generally  speaking,  I think  they 
have.  If  they  are  dissatisfied  with  the  way  the  butter  is  qualified  by  any  one  inspector 
they  can  appeal  to  the  three  others ; they  have  also  an  opportunity  of  taking  away  the  butter 
from  the  market,  in  case  they  object  to  the  quality  or  price  affixed  to  it  after  the  inspection ; 
but  in  such  case  the  quality  marked  upon  it  would  be  erased  from  the  cask.  If  butter  is 
too  pale  it  would  be  marked  second ; I have  known  of  persons  colouring  it  with  some  sort 
of  drug,  and  then  passing  it  as  first. 


November  25,  1852. 

Denis  F.  Mahony,  esq.,  examined. 

3548.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  solicitor  to  the  Corporation. 

3549.  Do  the  Corporation  levy  tolls  ? — They  do  ; they  levy  tolls  under  a patent  granted 
in  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  which  is  the  principal  one  under  which  they 
claim.  By  virtue  of  this  patent  they  levy  tolls  upon  articles  entering  the  city  by  land. 
There  is  no  schedule  to  the  patent,  but  the  present  schedule  of  tolls  was  settled  in  the 
year  1711  by  the  county  and  city  grand  juries.  The  above  charter  is  the  one  we  claim  to 
levy  the  tolls  and  usage  from  time  immemorial. 

3550.  The  following  lists  I now  hand  in  is  a copy  of  the  tolls  charged  by  the  Corpo- 
ration, viz.: — 

[Schedule  of  Tolls. 


CORK, 

23rd!  November,  1852. 

316. 

Sir  William  Lyons. 


25/A  November,  1352. 

317. 

DonisF.  Mahony,  esq_. 
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FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


CORK, 

20 th  November,  1852. 

3TL 

DenisF.Mahonv.esq,. 


Schedule  of  Tolls,  Dues,  and  Customs  payable  to  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Cork. 

Late  Currency.  Late  Currency 


. d. 

Each  barrel  of  wheat,  rye,  pease,  malt, 
barley,  oats,  or  meal,  of  all  sorts 
(statute  measure)  entering  city 
or  suburbs,  . • .01 

„ cask  or  firkin  of  butter,  under  an 
hundred-weight,  entering  city 
or  suburbs,  . . • 0 Of 

„ cask  of  butter  of  one  hundred- 
weight neat,  or  upwards,  so 
entering.  . . . 0 1| 

„ hundred-weight  of  melted  tallow,  0 1 

,,  cow,  steer,  bull,  or  ox,  bought  in 

the  market,  to  pay  for  toll,  . 0 4 

„ horse,  mare,  or  gelding  so  bought, 

to  pay  for  toll,  • .06 

„ sheep  or  goat  so  bought,  . 0 04 

„ boar,  sow,  or  hog  so  bought,  . 0 1 

„ cow,  steer,  ox  or  bull  slaughtered 

within  the  city  or  liberties,  for 
sale  or  exportation,  for  which 
the  toll  of  the  market  had  not 
been  paid,  . . .02 

„ mutton,  pork, or  veal  so  slaughtered  0 1 

„ raw  hide  brought  into  the  city  or 

liberties,  . . .01 

,,  raw  hide  sold  in  the  market, 
whose beastwas  not  slaughtered 
withincity, suburbs, or  liberties,  0 1 

„ tanned  hide  entering  city  or 


suburbs,  . • .01 

„ horse  hide,  so  entering,  . 0 1 

„ deer  skin,  so  entering,  . .01 

„ otter  skin,  so  entering,  . .01 

„ fox  case,  so  entering,  . .0  0^ 


s.  d. 

Each  dozen  of  sheep,  goat  or  calf 

skins,  so  entering,  not  in  parcels,  0 1 

„ hundred  of  lamb  or  coney  skins,  0 2 
„ pack  of  skins,  or  other  packed 
goods,  from  the  country,  not 
named  in  this  docket,  if  on  a 


truckle,  1 . .04 

If  only  an  horse  load,  . 0 2 

„ horse  load  of  tobacco,  . .03 

„ horse  load  of  hoops,  . .01 

„ horse  load  of  iron,  . .01 

„ horse  load  of  boards,  joists,  or 

planks,  . . .01 

„ ten  loads  of  bark,  . .02 

,,  rug  or  cadow,  . .01 

„ pack  of  frieze  or  woollen  cloth,  . 0 4 
„ pack  of  worstcad  or  woolleu  yarn 

entering  city  or  suburbs,  . 0 4 

„ bag  of  wool,  so  entering,  . 0 4 

„ horse  load  or  half  barrel  of  lime 

from  the  couutry,  . . 0 0} 

„ pair  of  mill-stones  carried  over 

one  or  both  bridges,  . .34 

„ butt,  hogshead,  orbarrel  ofvinegar 
or  beer,  brought  from  without 
the  liberties,  . .02 

„ hogshead  of  wine,  so  brought  by 

laud,  . . .06 

„ butt  or  pipe  of  wine,  so  brought,  1 3 

„ barrel  of  herrings,  hogshead  of  pil- 
chards, or  cask  of  oil,  so  brought,  0 2 
„ horse  load  of  fish  so  brought,  . 0 1 
„ hundred  of  dried  hake  so  brought,  0 2 
„ hundred  of  cod  or  ling  so  brought  0 4 


Tolls  and  Dues  to  be  Paid  for  the  different  Markets  in  the  City  of  Cork. 


Root  and  Potato  Marled  Dues. 

s.  d. 


Each  kish  of  potatoes  brought  to  mar- 
ket to  pay  . . . . 0 2J 

Each  butt  or  car-load,  . .02 

Each  horse-load,  . • .01 

Each  basket  of  greens,  . . . 0 04 

Standings  held  with  these  Markets- 
A table  of  fish  or  meat,  <kc.,  per  day,  . 0 1 


Fish  Market  Dries. 

Each  person  bringing  one  horse-load  of 

fish  to  said  market  in  a day,  to  pay,  0 3 
If  more  than  a horse-load,  then  to  pay 

for  each  horse-load,  . . 0 2| 

Each  butt  or  car-load  so  brought,  . 0 4 
Fresh  hake,  coming  in  bulk  by  boat 

or  otherwise,  per  score,  . .0  1' 

Fresh  herrings  and  mackerel,  by  the  - 

hundred,  . . . .01 

A basket  of  fish,  brought  on  a man  or 
woman’s  back,  . . .01 

Salmon  from  the  river  of  Cork,  to  pay 

for  standing,  per  day,  . .01 

Each  basket  of  salmon  brought  to  said 
market  for  sale  by  any  person  not 
having  a stall,  to  pay  . .01 

A small  basket  of  cockles  brought  to 

said  market  for  sale,  . . 0 04 

A large  basket  so  brought,  . .01 

Fowl,  Egg,  Butter,  and  Frieze  Market  Dues . 
Small  live  fowl,  each  half  dozen,  or  any 
less  number  than  six,  and  so  in  like 
proportion  for  any  greater  number, 
counting  from  half  dozen  to  half 
dozen,  . . . . 0 04 


Ducks,  turkeys,  and  geese,  each  half 
dozen,  or  any  less  number,  and  so  in 
like  proportion  for  any  greater  num- 
ber, counting  from  half  dozen  to  half 
dozen,  .... 

Each  load  of  small  dead  fowl  brought 
to  said  market, 

Each  load  of  ducks  and  large  dead  fowl, 
so  brought, 

Persons  who  do  not  bring  dead  fowl 
constantly  to  market  for  sale,  for  six 
small  dead  fowl,  or  any  number  under 
so  brought  to  market,  and  so  in  like 
proportion  for  any  greater  number, 
counting  from  six  to  six, 

Forducks  andlargcdead  fowl  sobrought, 
being  six,  or  any  number  under,  and 
so  in  like  proportion  for  any  greater 
number,  counting  from  six  to  six,  . 

Tripe  women,  for  standing  in  the  season 
time,  per  week, 

At  all  other  times, 

Butter  women  to  pay  for  standing,  per 
week,  .... 

Pudding  women,  to  pay  for  standing, 
per  day,  .... 

Lemon  women,  per  week, 

Roasting  pig  women,  standing  in  this 
market,  per  day, 

Standing  in  Frieze  market,  per  week, . 


s.  d. 

0 1 
0 14 
0 2 


0 0£ 

0 1 

1 0 

0 64 

1 0 

0 1 
0 6 

0 1 
0 6 


South  Meat  Market  and  Standings. 

Each  kish-load  of  potatoes  brought  to 

said  potato  market,  . . 0 2£ 

Each  butt-load  or  car-load  of  potatoes  so 

brought,  . . . .02 

Each  horse-load  so  brought,  . .01 

Standings  inside  and  outside  the  mar- 
ket, to  pay  as  usual. 
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s.  d. 

South  Milk  Market  Dues. 

For  each  car,  butt,  or  horse-load,  morn- 
ing and  evening,  . . , 0 01 

North  Meat  Market  and  Standings. 

Each  kish-load  of  potatoes  brought  to 
the  potato  market,  . . 0 Si- 

Each  butt,  or  car-load  of  potatoes  so 

brought,  to  pay  . . .02 

Each  horse-load  so  brought,  . .01 

Standings  inside  and  outside  the  mar- 
ket to  pay  as  usual. 

North,  Milk  Market  Dues. 

For  each  car,  butt,  or  horse-load,  morn- 
ing and  evening,  . . . 0 0| 

Blackpool  Market. 

Each  kish-load  of  potatoes  brought  to 

this  market,  . . .0  2^ 

Each  butt  or  car-load  so  brought,  . 0 2 
Each  horse-load  so  brought,  . .01 

Each  car,  butt,  or  horse-load  of  milk, 
morning  and  evening,  . . 0 01 

3551.  Have  you  ever  claimed  tolls  thorough  ? — No;  but  we  claim  a right  of  toll-traverse 
by  immemorial  usage,  and  there  was  a trial  of  our  right  in  1822,  which  we  succeeded  in. 
The  freemen  of  the  city  of  Cork,  who  possessed  the  freedom  of  the  city  previous  to  1835 
are  exempt  from  this  toll.  The  above  charter  is  the  last  grant  under  which  we  claim, 
except  the  49  th  clause  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  26th  year  of  George  the  Third’s  reign,  cap.  28, 
for  building  Patrick’s  bridge,  in  this  city,  which  runs  thus “ Provided  always  that  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  extend  or  be  deemed,  construed,  or  taken  to  extend  to  prejudice,  or 
affect,  or  prevent,  or  hinder,  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  or  commonalty  of  the  city  of  Cork,  from 
demanding  and  receiving  the  usual  and  customary  tolls  and  duties  payable  to  the  mayor, 
sheriffs,  and  commonalty  of  said  city,  as  they  have  heretofore  received  the  same ; but  the 
said  mayor,  sheriffs,  and  commonalty,  and  their  successors,  shall  have  power  and  be  at  liberty 
to  receive  the  tolls,  duties,  and  customs,  paid  to,  and  received  by  them,  in  such  manner  as  has 
been  usual  and  customary  in  said  city,  and  the  suburbs  thereof.”  This  clause  empowers  the 
Corporation  to  collect  the  tolls  that  were  then  customary,  that  is  which  they  were  in  the 
habit  previous  to  that  Act  of  receiving,  and  this  toll-traverse  was  a customary  toll  that  the 
Corporation  was  in  the  habit  of  receiving,  previous  to  the  passing  of  that  Act.  It  is,  there- 
fore, upon  a right  acquired  by  usage,  from  time  immemorial,  recognised  by  various  charters, 
and  particularly  by  that  of  the  7tli  year  of  Charles  I.,  as  well  as  by  the  49  th  clause  of  the 
28th  of  George  III.,  which  I before  referred  to,  that  the  Corporation  claim  a toll-traverse 
on  every  tiling  entering  this  city  by  land,  for  it  does  not  give  us  a right  to  levy  upon  articles 
coming  in  by  sea. 

John  Lovelcin  Kemp  examined. 

3552.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  employed  by  the  Corporation  to  superintend  the 
collection  of  the  tolls  charged  upon  all  articles  entering  the  city  by  land.  These  tolls  are 
levied  whether  the  articles  are  sold  in  the  city  or  not.  I have  levied  them  since  1830.  They 
are  not  let  to  any  one. 

3553.  If  goods  come  by  sea,  would  they  be  charged  this  toll? — No. 

3554.  llow  are  these  tolls  collected? — The  collectors  are  most  respectable  men,  who 
would  not  charge  more  than  they  were  entitled  to  do,  and  they  assess  the  tolls  as  well  as 
they  are  able,  without  weighing  the  articles.  The  articles  charged  are  then  taken  to  the 
market  and  weighed,  and  if  it  appears  by  the  ticket  given  by  the  ingate  toll  collector  that  too 
much  has  been  charged,  the  amount  so  overcharged  is  returned  to  the  farmer.  The  Cor- 
poration formerly,  in  addition  to  these  ingate  tolls,  had  a corn  market,  and  could  levy 
another  set  of  tolls  in  it ; but  a person  sending  in  corn  was  not  then  obliged  to  weigh  in  the 
market. 

3555.  Do  you  levy  all  the  tolls  that  appear  in  the  list  you  have  handed  in  ? — I do  not. 
For  instance,  I do  not  charge  for  milk  coming  in,  or  several  other  things  that  I am  entitled 
to  charge  for. 

3556.  Does  each  collector  keep  a book  and  give  a docket  of  what  he  charges  to  the  farmer 
coming  in  ? — He  does,  and  there  is  a toll-board  up  at  each  entrance,  so  that  the  farmer 
sees  at  once  whether  he  is  overcharged  or  not. 

3557.  Is  there  any  charge  for  eggs  ? — They  are  not  charged  by  name,  but  under  the  head 
of  packed  merchandize — [ Witness  produced  a book  kept  at  one  of  the  entrances  of  the  city .] 

3558.  .Are  cattle  charged  on  entering  the  city  ? — They  are,  and  the  ticket  received  from 
the  farmer  in  the  market  is  compared  with  the  block  in  the  possession  of  the  collector ; thus 
a sufficient  check  is  kept  upon  the  latter. 

3559.  How  are  these  tolls  applied? — They  are  applied  as  directed  by  the  3rd  and  4th 
Victoria,  in  the  improvement  of  the  city,  but  principally  in  improving  the  markets.  Within 
the  last  few  years  we  have  expended  £20,000  on  markets. 

2 C 


s.  d. 

The  duties  of  the  fowl,  egg,  butter,  frieze, 
and  bandle-cloth  markets — theduties 
of  the  standings  outside  the  north 
gate — the  duties  of  the  standings  out- 
side the  south  gate — the  duties  of  the 
root  and  potato  markets,  and  the 
duties  of  the  shambles  and  standings 
at  Blackpool,  for  each  standing,  per 
day,  . . . .01 

The  Mayor's  Dues. 

Every  ship  or  vessel,  from  20  to  30 
tons,  the  major  part  laden  with  coals, 
to  pay  six  bushels. 

Every  ship  upwards  of  30  to  50  tons, 
the  major  part  laden  with  coals,  to 
pay  nine  bushels. 

Every  ship  upwards  of  50  tons,  the 
major  part  laden  with  coals,  to  pay 
twelve  bushels. 

For  every  vessel  as  above,  that  is  but 
half  laden  with  coals,  to  pay  but  one- 
half  of  the  above-mentioned  fees,  and 
so  in  proportion  for  a less  quantity. 


CORE, 

ZHth  November,  1852. 

317; 

Denis  F.  Mahony. 


318. 

John  L.  Kemp. 
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FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


CORK, 

25(/t  November,  3852. 

$5! 

JohnL.  Kemp. 


319. 

D.  F.  Mahony,  esq. 


320. 

Jolm  M'Garty. 


321. 

St . J ohn  J e£feryes,esq . 


3560.  You  state  that  you  charge  for  eggs  as  packed  merchandize;  under  that  head  you 
might  charge  for  every  kind  of  goods  coming  in  ? — We  charge  toll  on  nothing  but  positive 
bona  fide  merchandize. 

3561.  Are  your  tolls  Irish  or  English  currency  ?— Properly  speaking,  they  are  Irish,  but 
we  make  no  reduction  for  the  difference  between  Irish  and  the  present  currency,  unless  the 
toll  amounts  to  2d.  Irish,  and  then  we  charge  only  \\d.  English  currency. 

3562.  Do  you  charge  toll  upon  goods  coming  in  by  railway  ? — Yes,  just  the  same  as  if 

they  came  by  cars.  The  present  terminus  of  the  Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  is 
outside  our  toll-bar,  and  the  goods  brought  by  it  come  into  the  town  on  carts,  and  arc  charged 
like  any  other  goods.  . 

3563.  What  is  the  gross  amount  of  these  ingate  tolls  received  by  the  Corporation  ? — The 
gross  amount  received  last  year  was  £4,863,  and  the  expenses  of  collecting,  £1,136  ; the 
freedoms  were  £842,  and  the  net  produce  £2,884.  I hand  in  a return,  showing  the  amount 
received  and  expended : — 

Tolls,  Year  ending  August  21,  1852. 

Gross  entries,  ..•■••• 

Freedoms,  ..••••• 

Gross  receipts, 

Wages,  ....  £1,939  19  0 

Rents,  . • • 76  16  9 

Repairs,  . . • 19  12  7 


£ s.  d , 
4,863  18  114 
842  17  5£ 


£4,021  1 6 


1,136  8 4 


Net,  £2,884  13  2 

3564.  Are  the  revenues  increasing  ? — No  ; they  have  been  falling  off  since  the  failure  of 
the  potato  crop. 

Denis  F.  Mahony,  esq.,  Solicitor  to  the  Corporation,  re-examined. 

3565.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  are  the  fairs  in  Cork  held  ? — Under  a charter 
granted  to  the  Corporation.  The  tolls  have  been,  however,  leased  by  the  Corporation  for 
a term,  of  which  there  are  about  fifty  years  unexpired,  and  they  are  now  held  by  a Mr.  J ohn 
Newenham.  The  fairs  are  held  outside  the  town  in  a fair-green.  There  are  two  fairs  held 
in  the  year. 

3566.  When  was  the  lease  made  ? — I think  in  the  year  1686,  for  a term  of  one  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  years,  at  a yearly  rent  of  £18  9s.  2\d.  The  Corporation  can  oblige  the 
lessee  to  hold  two  fairs  in  the  year,  and  they  have  no  other  charter  by  which  they  can  hold 
a fair.  There  is  no  clause  in  the  lease  obliging  the  lessee  of  the  fairs  to  hold  them  in  a 
proper  place. 

3567.  Are  tolls  paid  by  the  buyers  or  sellers? — By  the  buyers  in  every  instance,  and  only 
upon  the  cattle  that  are  sold. 

John  M‘  Carty,  Superintendent  of  the  Tolls  of  the  Fairs,  examined. 

3568.  Is  there  any  form  of  oath  administered  to  people  leaving  the  fair  with  cattle  ? — - 
Not  now.  They  used,  about  six  years  ago,  to  make  any  driver  who  said  his  cattle  were  not 
sold,  touch  a piece  of  paper,  but  the  custom  is  quite  abolished. 

3569.  Do  they  get  as  much  tolls  since  this  system  was  abolished? — I think  they  do. 

3570.  Is  the  fair-green  in  good  order  ?— I think  it  is  for  the  last  four  years,  since  Mr. 
Wise  got  the  management  of  it,  and  I think  the  approaches  also  are  sufficiently  well  kept ; 
there  is  a great  ascent  into  it  by  the  principal  entrance,  which  is  inconvenient ; there  are  no 
large  stones  scattered  over  the  fair-green  as  far  as  I know. 

3571.  Do  you  consider  the  fair-green  is  a proper  one  for  a city  like  Cork  ? — I cannot  say 
whether  it  is  or  not. 

3572.  Have  you  heard  of  accidents  occurring  to  sheep  or  cattle  going  into  the  fair? — I 
have  very  often ; there  are  some  holes  in  it. 

3573.  Is  it  enclosed  ? — No  ; it  is  not  exactly  enclosed. 

3574.  Are  you  employed  by  the  Corporation  ? — No  ; I have  nothing  to  do  with  the  fair 
for  the  Corporation. 

St.  John  Jefferyes,  esq.,  examined. 

3575.  Have  you  any  observations  to  make  respecting  the  fairs  held  here? — Yes;  I wish  to 
state  that  I consider  it  a disgrace  to  the  county.  The  fair-ground  is  in  a shameful  state 
with  holes  and  stones,  the  approaches  also  are  in  a state  of  inconceivable  confusion  ; the 
cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs,  are  huddled  up  together,  and  the  horses  are  wandering  about  the 
fair,  so  that  they  run  a very  great  danger  of  being  injured,  by  the  large  holes,  of  which  the 
fair-ground  is  full. 

3576.  Are  the  tolls  reasonable? — I consider  the  tolls  levied  altogether  unreasonable,  con- 
sidering the  accommodation  afforded ; I think  the  proprietor  of  a fair  ought  always  to  pro- 
vide proper  accommodation,  or  not  be  allowed  to  levy  tolls ; and,  in  Cork  fair,  I think  no 
tolls  ought  to  be  levied,  on  account  of  the  want  of  accommodation  there. 

3577.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  better  to  levy  a small  toll  upon  all  cattle  entering 
the  fair,  instead  of  the  present  system  of  levying  them  ? — I think  it  would  ; I wish  to  state 
that  as  far  as  the  fair-green  here  is  concerned,  it  is  not  possible  to  go  up  to  it  in  any  sort  of 
a carriage. 
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3578.  Do  you  think  that  any  more  fairs  are  required  ?— I think  the  present  two  fairs  are  CORK? 
a sufficient  number  for  Cork  as  there  are  two  cattle  markets  held  every  week,  on  Mondays  25 th  November,  1852. 
and  Thursdays ; the  present  fau-s  are  held  in  May  and  October.  • — 


Daniel  Meagher,  esq.,  examined.  3g2  ' 

v ?5?9,  F-av®  y°u.any  observation  to  make?— I wish  to  state  that  the  Corporation  estab-  Daniel  Meagher,  esq. 
hslicd  a fair,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  public,  but  the  fair  was  not  attended,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  give  up  holding  it ; they  held  it  twice  a year,  for  two  years,  not  upon  the 
same  days  as  the  other  fairs  were  held,  and  it  did  not  answer,  as  no  cattle  came  to  it.  The 
ground  afforded  by  the  Corporation  was  very  good  for  the  purpose  : we  charged  no  tolls, 
and  are  ready  now  to  afford  the  same  accommodation,  and  hold  it  again  at  a mere  nominal 


John  Lovekin  ICemp  re-examined.  323. 

3580.  How  often  is  the  cattle  market  held?— Twice  a week,  Mondays  and  Thursdays.  M“  L'  E™p' 

3581.  How  is  the  toll  collected  ? — It  is  collected  upon  cattle  going  into  the  market,  and 
if  they  are  not  sold  it  is  returned  to  the  owner  of  the  cattle  ; it  is  collected  at  the  entrance 
of  the  town. 

3582.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  as  to  the  mode  in  which  this  toll  is  collected  ?— 

Never ; there  is  another  toll  paid  by  the  butchers  slaughtering  cattle  in  their  yards.  The 
following  are  the  tolls  charged.— [ Witness  handed  in  a Schedule,  same  as  handed  in  by  Mr. 

Mahony.]  * y 

o58o.  Are  those  markets  largely  attended  ? — They  are ; the  year  ending  31st  of  August 
1850,  there  were  31,000  pigs,  27,000  sheep,  and  9,357  cows.  I hand  in  a return  of  the 
quantity  sold  m the  market  for  the  last  three  years 


Return  of  Pigs,  Sheep,  and  Cows,  Sold  in  Cork  Cattle-Market,  for  three  years. 


£ s.  d. 
131  8 1 
56  9 8 
146  4 1 


£334  1 10 


152  15  3 
39  7 10 
109  3 1 


£301  6 2 


131  16  4 
31  19  9 
95  4 0 


£259  0 1 

3584.  Do  these  numbers  include  the  slaughtered  cattle  ? — No,  we  take  no  account  of 
them  ; but  they  are  not  near  as  large  a number  as  they  were ; the  number  of  cows  and  sheep 
sold  in  the  market  is  falling  off  every  year  since  the  potato  blight,  which,  I must  observe, 
is  worse  in  this  part  of  the  country  these  last  two  years,  than  it  was  in  1850.  Cattle  brought 
in  for  exportation  do  not  pay  tolls,  and  if  they  do,  the  toll  is  returned  as  soon  as  it  is 
ascertained  that  they  are  to  be  exported.  There  used  to  be  very  little  accommodation,  and 
the  Corporation  held  a meeting  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  suggestions  as  to  how  it  could 
be  improved  ; several  country  gentlemen  attended  that  meeting,  and  made  suggestions  for 
the  improvement  of  the  market-place,  which  were  adopted  and  carried  out  by  the  Corpo- 
ration. 

3585.  Is  the  market-place  convenient?— I think  it  is;  it  is  on  a hanging  level,  and  is  rather 
dirty ; there  is,  however,  a strong  current  of  water  running  down  it ; the  rise  in  it  is  about 
thirty  feet  at  the  highest  point ; I think  the  incline  is  an  advantage,  as  it  prevents  the  ground 
being  so  dirty.  The  pens  and  sheds  built  in  it  were  put  up  according  to  the  suggestions 
of  the  country  gentlemen  who  attended  the  meeting  held  by  the  Corporation,  which  I 
mentioned  before. 

3586.  Are  there  any  cattle  factors  or  salesmasters  in  the  market  ? — No  ; the  farmer  sells 
his  own  cattle  there. 

3587.  Are  the  approaches  to  the  market  good  ? — Not  very ; they  are  rather  narrow,  but 
the  Corporation  purpose  having  better  approaches  made.  There  is,  I think,  very  good 
accommodation  in  the  market-place,  and  country  gentlemen  have  the  use  of  an  office,  which 
is  near  the  gate  ; if  the  country  gentlemen  wanted  more  office  accommodation,  the  Corpo- 
ration would  have  it  provided  for  them  at  once.  I must  also  add  that  the  mayor  here  lias  the 
pigs  examined  to  see  that  they  are  not  measly,  and  there  is  a charge  of  Id.  for  each  pig  so 
examined.  The  buyer  is  not  bound  to  have  a pig  examined  if  he  does  not  choose,  and  then 
he  has  not  to  pay  this  charge. 


Year  ending  August  31,  1850,  Pigs,  31,537  at  Id. 

» Sheep,  27,113  at  id. 

„ Cows,  9,357  at  3f d. 


Year  ending  August  31,  1851,  Pigs,  36,663  at  Id. 

» Sheep,  18,909  at  -id. 

,,  Cows,  6,986  at  3| d. 


Year  ending  August  31,  1852,  Pigs,  31,636  at  Id. 

.»  Sheep,  15,354  at  £d. 

,,  Cows,  6,093  at  3ijd. 


St.  John  Jefferyes,  esq. — I beg  to  state,  that  in  my  opinion  the  cattle-market  is  most  dis-  St  John Jeflcry es, esq. 
graceful,  it  is  as  bad  as  the  fair-green,  and  would  require  about  £1,000  to  put  it  in  proper 
.order.  I think  there  is  office  accommodation  very  much  required  by  the  country  gentlemen 
to  transact  their  business  in  the  market. 

2 C 2 
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John  McCarthy. 
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John  Delay. 
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John  McCarthy  examined. 

3588.  Under  wliom  are  the  potato  markets  held? — Under  the  Corporation;  there  are 
no  tolls'  charged  upon  potatoes  entering  the  city.  There  are  five  potato  markets  held  in 

3589.  Are  all  the  potatoes  sold  in  Cork,  sold  in  these  markets  ? — No ; a great  deal  of  them 
are  sold  at  the  private  stores  and  in  the  streets,  as  we  have  no  power  to  compel  them  to  bo 
brought  into  the  market  for  sale ; I never  heard  of  any  person  being  obliged  to  do  so. 

3590.  What  are  the  tolls  charged  on  potatoes  ?— There  is  atoll  of  lf<2.  a butt  in  addition 
to  a weighing  charge  of  4 d.  a butt.  Each  butt,  or  cart-load,  averages  from  fifty  to  sixty 
weights  of  twenty-one  pounds  each.  These  markets  do  not  pay  their  expenses. 

3591.  Is  toll  charged  upon  potatoes  whether  they  are  sold  or  not? — Toll  is  charged  only 
if  they  are  sold  in  the  market ; and  the  charge  for  weighing  is  only  made  if  they  aro  weighed 

3592.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  potato  markets  ? — We  weigh  with  just  a 
turn  of  the  beam,  and  make  no  deductions  for  beamage  or  any  thing,  else;  they  are  weighed 
in  small  quantities  of  twenty-one  pounds  each,  which  we  call  a weight  ot  potatoes ; they 
are  never  weighed  in  sacks.  I have  to  remark,  that  formerly  there  was  a silly  prejudice 
against  storing  or  forestalling,  which  does  not  exist  now,  that  people  are  better  informed. 

°3593.  What  quantity  of  potatoes  is  sold  in  the  market  here  in  a year? — I hand  in 
a return,  showing  the  quantity  of  potatoes  sold  in  Cork  market,  from  June  30,  1844,  to 
the  present  year;  and  also  a return  of  cattle  exported  from  Cork,  from  1845  to  1852: — 


Return  of  the  Quantity  and  Price  of  Potatoes  brought  into  the  Potato  Markets  of  Cork. 


Year  ending 

No  of  Butts, 
averaging 
60  weights 
of  2Ubs. 

Price. 

White  Potatoes. 

Minion  Potatoes. 

S.  (1. 

s.  d. 

S.  d. 

June  30,  1S44, 

44,785 

0 2itc 

. 0 6£ 

0 34  to  0 7£ 

„ 1845, 

43,323 

0 3*  „ 

0 5 

„ 1846, 

34,392 

0 5 „ 

1 0 

0 5 , 

„ 1S47, 

4,888 

0 7 „ 

2 6 

1 0 , 

Price  when  supply  was  greatost. 

Price  at  close  of  season. 

White  Potatoes.  I 

Minion  Potatoes. 

White  Potatoes.  | 

Minion  Potatoes. 

s.  d.  S.  d.  I 

s.  d.  s.  d. 

s.  d.  s.  d. 

s.  d.  s.  d. 

„ 1848, 

9,373 

0 10  to  1 0 

1 2 to  1 3 

0 11  to  1 3 

1 3 to  1 7 

„ 1849, 

12,391 

0 5 „ 0 S 

0 7 „ 0 9 

1 3 „ 1 6 

1 S „ 2 0 

„ 1850, 

13,801 

0 5 „ 0 6 

0 6 „ 0 7 

0 10  „ 1 0 

1 4 „ 1 6 

„ 1851, 

14,477 

0 5 „ 0 7 

0 8 „ 0 9 

0 10  „ 1 0 

1 0 „ 1 4 

„ 1852, 

11,036 

0 6 „ 0 7 

0 9 „ 0 10 

0 8 „ 0 10 

0 11  „ 1 0 

John  L.  Kemp. 


Return  of  Cattle,  &c.,  Exported,  for  the  following  Tears : — 


- 

Cows.  | 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Calves.  | 

1845 

5,401 

48,744 

73,308 

263 



1846 

6,050  1 

20,750 

78,224 

248  1 

— 

1847 

17,532 

8S,010 

19,510 

204  ; 

325 

1848 

12,830 

58,221 

12,523 

731 

1,626 

1849 

17,020 

50,299 

8,719 

1,086 

3,105 

1850 

11,997 

19,075 

16,310 

1,018 

1,762 

1851 

5,629 

5,402 

14,295 

332 

1,079 

1852 

2,934 

3,540 

21,923 

348 

432 

John  M'Cartht. 


John  Delay  examined. 

3594.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  weighmaster  to  the  hide  market. 

3595.  What  are  the  charges  in  that  market? — The  charges  are,  Id.  for  every  cow-hide 
that  is  weighed  and  inspected  in  the  market;  6d.  per  dozen  for  calf-skins,  if  green  and 
salted ; and  3d.  per  dozen  for  dried  calf-skins,  which  last  are  only  weighed  and  not  inspected. 
Any  butcher  who  slaughters  in  Cork,  must  sell  the  skins  and  hides  in  this  market. 

3596.  What  are  the  gross  receipts  of  this  market? — They  amount  to  about  £320  a year. 
The  market-place  is  very  convenient,  and  the  greater  part  of  it  is  covered  over.  I beg  to 
hand  in  an  account  of  the  number  of  hides  and  skins  sold  in  this  market  from  1830  to 
1852;  also  the  amount  received  for  inspection  and  weighing  for  the  last  three  years. — 
[ Hands  in  two  returns,  annexed .] 

[Returns. 
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Number  of  Hides  and  Calf-skins 

Weighed  and  Inspected  at  Cork  Hide  and  Skin  Crane  during  the 

CORK, 

following  Years,  viz.: — 

25th  November,  1852. 

Hides. 

Skins. 

Hides. 

Skins. 

325. 

1830, 

27,461 

92,209 

1842, 

21,163 

57,958 

John  Delay. 

1831, 

35,662 

93,430 

1843, 

18,091 

54,994 

1832, 

32,734 

71,273 

1844, 

17,499 

56,034 

1833, 

35,252 

75,336 

1845, 

. 18,755 

58,360 

1834, 

25,509 

68,148 

1846, 

26,279 

69,833 

1835, 

23.997 

75,495 

1847, 

25,812 

64,148 

183d, 

31,323 

85,292 

1848, 

21,370 

37,689 

1837, 

31,904 

70,264 

1849, 

21,408 

42,138 

1838, 

25,330 

62,730 

1850, 

24,803 

42,475 

1839, 

26,475 

93,733 

1851, 

21,974 

48,440 

1840, 

28,655 

93,138 

1852, 

21,592 

67,618 

1841, 

26,204 

63,666 

Each  Year  begins  on  1st  April,  and  terminates  on  31st  March,  following. 


Number  of  Hides  Weighed  and  Inspected  at  the  Hide  and  Skin  Crane,  at  a charge  of 
two  pence  per  hide. 

£ s.  d. 

Year  ending  31st  March,  1850,  . . 24,803  . . 206  13  10 

„ ' 1851,  . . 21,600  . . 180  1 8 

„ 18 52,  . . 21,592  . . 179  18  8 


Number  of  Skins  Inspected  at  the  Hide  and  Skin  Crane,  at  a charge  of  one  halfpenny  per  skin. 

£ s.  d. 

Year  ending  31st  March,  1850,  . . 42,473  . . 88  9 8 

„ 1851,  . . 48,600  . . 101  13  6 

„ 1852,  . . 67,618  . . 140  17  6 


3597.  Under  whom  is  this  market  held? — It  belongs  to  the  Corporation,  but  it  is  in 
connexion  with  the  butter  market,  and  the  Committee  of  Merchants  pay  the  rent  of  it  to 
the  Corporation,  and  pay  the  salaries  of  the  persons  employed  in  it.  There  are  two 
inspectors  at  £60  a-year  each.  The  Corporation  appoint  the  weighmaster. 

3598.  What  deductions  are  made  in  weighing  hides? — We  weigh  standing  beam,  and 
deduct  two  pounds  from  every  draught  of  three  hides ; we  deduct  four  pounds  for  the  tails 
and  horns,  under  the  provisions  of  the  40th  of  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  100 ; and  we  weigh  to  a 
pound ; there  is  an  allowance  made,  also,  by  the  inspector  for  the  state  of  the  skins;  besides 
which,  there  are  four  pounds  deducted  from  every  hundred-weight  of  skins.  I hand  in  a 
return  showing  the  deductions,  and  also  a return  showing  how  the  amount  received  from 
this  market  is  expended : — 


Deductions  in  Weighing  at  the  Cork  Hide  and  Skin  Crane. 


Two  pounds  per  draught  of  three  hides. 

One  pound  when  two  hides  are  weighed  in  the  draught. 

No  deduction  when  one  hide  is  weighed,  but  down  weight. 

Two  pounds  per  draught  of  thirty  calf-skins. 

Two  pounds  per  draught  of  fifteen  kips. 

Two  pounds  per  draught  of  fifteen  veal-skins. 

When  less  than  a draught  is  weighed  one  pound  is  deducted. 

Single  skins  are  weighed  standing  beam. 

John  Del  at,  Weighmaster. 


November,  24,  1852. 


1852, 

21,592  Hides,  at  1 d.,  . 
47,618  Skins,  at  \d.,  . 


£ s. 
89  19 
70  8 


Weekly  labour, 
Inspector, 

Weighmaster’s  salary, 


£58  13  11 
60  0 0 
30  0 0 


160  8 0 
148  13  11 


To  credit  of  Committee  of  Merchants,  £1114  1 

Frederick  Honan  examined. 

326. 

3599.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  secretary  and  treasurer  to  the  Committee  of  Frederick  Honan. 
Merchants. 

3600.  What  are  the  gross  receipts  of  the  hide  market  in  this  city  ? — They  amounted, 
last  year,  to  £320,  of  which  the  weighmaster  gets  one-half,  and  £30  a year  in  addition,  as 
salary.  The  Committee  receive  the  other  half,  and  pay  out  of  it  the  secretary,  inspectors, 
and  clerk.  The  weighmaster  pays  out  of  the  half  he  receives  £60  a year,  the  rent  of  the 
market,  to  the  Corporation. 
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Edward  Slattery. 


328. 

Sir  Wm.  Hackett. 


329. 

J.  Bennett,  esq. 


330. 

Wm.  Sarsfield,  esq. 


198  FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 

Edward  Slattery  examined. 

3601.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I buy  hides  in  this  market. 

3602.  Have  you  any  information  to  give,  or  observations  to  make,  as  to  the  management 
or  improvement  of  this  market  ? — I sent  an  anonymous  letter  to  the  Commissioners,  which 
I beg  leave  to  hand  in  as  my  evidence  with  regard  to  the  hide  market,  in  Cork,  viz. : — In 
the  last  year  of  the  Irish  Parliament  an  Act  had  been  passed  (amending  a former  Act)  of 
establishing  a market  for  hides  and  calf-skins,  and  appointing  a weiglimaster  and  inspec- 
tors, and  regulating  the  market  fees,  &c.,  which  empowered  the  weiglimaster  to  compel 
all  cow-hides  and  calf-skins  iu  the  city  and  liberties,  and  any  such  passing  through  same,  to 
he  brought  into  said  market  for  inspection  and  payment  of  fees ; and  also  empowering 
the  weiglimaster  to  inflict  penalties  on  the  owners  for  cuts  or  scars  in  either  hides  or 
skins  (but  this  latter  demand  has  been  yielded  three  or  four  years  ago,  and  is  not  now  acted 
on),  and  in  default  of  bringing  said  hides  and  skins  into  the  market  under  penalties  of  10s. 
per  hide,  and  5s.  per  skin.  It  also  empowered  the  weiglimaster  or  liis  assistants,  on  the 
mayor’s  warrant,  to  enter  any  premises  where  he  suspected  those  goods  to  be  that  had  not 
passed  through  the  market,  to  seize  them,  and  to  make  it  onerous  on  the  holder  or  owner 
to  prove,  on  the  oaths  of  two  creditable  witnesses,  that  those  hides  and  skins  had  been 
passed  through  the  market  in  the  regular  way,  and  paid  the  fees ; and  although  the  holder 
may  have  the  duplicate  or  ticket  issued  with  them  (setting  forth  the  -weight  and  quality), 
still  he  would  get  no  credit  for  it,  if  the  weiglimaster  chose,  unless  proved  on  the  oaths  of  two 
-witnesses.  This  mode  of  proof  is  impossible,  inasmuch  as  if  the  hides  and  skins  had  been 
laid  in  a store  where  there  were  the  like  goods,  they  could  not  he  identified,  as  there  are 
no  marks  put  on  them  whereby  they  may  be  known  by  the  weiglimaster  or  his  assistants ; 
consequently,  in  order  to  obtain  available  proof,  they  should  be  watched  by  two  creditable 
persons  both  day  and  night,  which  is  both  an  absurdity  and  an  impossibility,  for  very  often 
two  disinterested  persons  may  not  be  cognizant  of  such  transactions  at  all.  These  unjust 
and  arbitrary  clauses  are  still  acted  on. 

To  parties  who  buy  hides  and  skins  for  exportation,  weighing  or  inspection  can  be  of  no 
service,  as  the  quality  is  not  attached  to  the  goods ; nor  even  to  buyers  out  of  the  city, 
because  they  could  be  changed,  and  others  substituted  in  their  stead,  unless  taken  direct 
from  the  market. 

If  a person  goes  from  here  to  the  country,  as  it  frequently  happens,  and  buys  those  goods 
on  his  own  judgment,  brings  them  home  at  his  own  expense,  which  may  be  very  consider- 
able, he  must  take  them  to  the  market,  and  have  them  weighed  and  inspected,  which  he 
does  not  want,  as  it  can  be  no  use  to  him  then,  no  matter  whether  he  tans  or  exports  them. 
Dried  calf-skins  are  all  exported  from  here  to  England.  Weighing  or  inspection  can  be  of 
no  sort  of  use  to  the  buyer  or  seller  of  them,  yet  they  must  pay  the  market  fees  of 
weighing. 

Sir  William  Hackett,  the  Mayor  of  Cork,  examined. 

3603.  Do  you  wish  to  make  any  observations  upon  the  evidence  that  has  been  given 
with  regard  to  the  hide  market  ? — Yes,  I wish  to  say  that  I do  not  concur  with  the  last 
witness ; I think  a hide  market  is  necessary,  and  I think  the  present  one  a very  good  one. 
The  only  thing  I think  can  be  objected  to,  is  the  practice  of  making  hides  that  are  bought 
in  the  country  pass  through  the  Cork  market  if  they  are  brought  at  all  into  the  town.  1 
think  the  Act  under  which  it  is  held  is  perfect,  except  in  this  respect.  I think  it  is  a 
hardship  to  make  the  hides  I have  spoken  of,  bought  for  shipment,  pass  through  the 
market.  But  I am  of  opinion,  that  for  all  sold  in  the  town  the  hide-crane  should  be  used. 
The  system,  however,  cannot  be  altered  without  an  Act  of  Parliament.  With  regard  to 
the  rent  paid  to  the  Corporation  for  the  ground,  the  Committee  of  Merchants  only  pay  the 
Corporation  the  rent  that  is  paid  by  the  latter  for  the  ground  upon  which  the  market  is 
held,  so  that  the  Corporation  derive  no  profit  from  the  rent  they  receive.  There  are 
penalties  in  the  Act  mentioned  by  the  last  witness  for  cutting  and  ruining  the  hides,  but 
they  have  not  been  latterly  enforced,  and,  in  consequence,  the  hides  are  so  badly  taken  oft 
the  animals,  that  they  are  very  frequently  nearly  useless  for  the  purposes  of  trade.  I 
think  these  penalties  ought  to  be  enforced. 

J.  Bennett,  Solicitor,  esq.,  examined. 

3604.  Have  you  any  thing  to  add  to  the  evidence  given  ? — I beg  to  say,  that  the  powers 
given  under  the  8th  of  George  the  First,  though  large,  are  necessary.  It  is  necessary  to 
make  some  deductions  for  the  dirt  and  blood,  which,  but  for  the  inspection,  would  greatly 
increase  on  each  hide.  It  is,  therefore,  found  necessary,  from  time  to  time,  to  inspect, 
and  adopt  the  measures  prescribed  by  this  Act,  as,  only  for  the  moral  effect  produced  by 
this  Act  being  held  over  them,  in  terrorem,  the  hide  would  be  in  almost  every  instance 
sacrificed  by  the  butcher  to  improve  the  appearance  of  the  beef. 

William  Sarsfield,  esq.,  examined. 

3605.  Do  you  wish  to  state  any  thing  to  us  as  to  the  system  upon  which  the  hide  market 
is  conducted  ? — I beg  to  say,  that  we,  agricultural  people,  want  all  deductions  and  allow- 
ances in  selling  and  weighing  hides  to  be  done  away  with  at  the  market,  and  that  the  price 
should  be  regulated  according  to  the  quality  and  state  of  the  hide.  We  do  not  at  all 
object  to  a market,  under  an  efficient  inspection  and  weighing,  but  would  retain  all  these,  as 
we  consider  them  most  useful,  and  advantageous  to  all  honest  dealers. 
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Bryan  Hennessy,  esq.,  examined. 

3G06.  What  is  your  occupation.? — I am  one  of  the  largest  buyers  of  hides  in  Cork.  I 
can  state,  that  m consequence  of  the  inspection  made  in  the  Cork  market,  there  is  a much 
larger  export  trade  from  Cork  than  from  Limerick  or  any  other  port  in  Ireland.  The  Cork 
hid  es  are  much  easier  to  sell  in  England,  owing,  entirely,  to  the  efficient  way  in  which 
they  are  inspected.  There  are  no  hides  better  taken  off  than  the  Cork  ones.  In  England 
they  prefer,  m all  cases,  getting  hides  that  have  passed  through  Cork  market.  The 
inspector  s decision  is  generally  decisive  between  the  parties;  but  if  one  of  them  feels 
aggrieved,  he  can  summon  a butcher  and  merchant  to  decide  if  the  hide  or  skin  is  properly 
marked.  L 1 ■ J 

3607.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  allowances  and  deductions? — I do  not 
think  the  deductions  can  be  fairly  objected  to,  as  they  are  made  entirely  according  to  the 
state  of  the  skin.  If  the  hide  is  clean,  there  is  little  taken  off;  but  if  dirty,  the  deduction 
is  larger. 

Alderman  Daniel  Murphy  examined. 

3608.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  ? — I am  of  opinion,  that  the  Acts  under  which 
the  Committee  manage  the  hide  market  in  Cork  ought  not  to  be  repealed,  as  the  fact  that 
they  have  power  to  enforce  the  penalties — even  though  they  do  not  impose  penalties — has 
a salutary  effect.  I also  agree  with  the  last  witness  in  thinking  the  inspection  and  allow- 
ances made  in  the  market  lias  a very  good  effect,  and  the  system  is  found  to  work  well. 
If  hides  were  allowed  to  go  into  every  store  without  passing  through  the  market,  such  a 
system  would,  I am  sure,  be  productive  of  fraud.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Slattery,  and 
other  respectable  merchants  would  not  be  guilty  of  fraud,  but  others  might.  The  penalties 
hanging  over  them  has  a good  effect  upon  some  of  them.  I think  the  trade  in  hides  is 
better  conducted  in  this  town  than  in  any  other  that  I know.  A merchant  here  can  enter 
into  a contract  with  a party  in  England,  as  he  knows  that  from  the  way  the  trade  is  carried 
on  here,  he  will  be  able  to  provide  himself  with  a sufficient  number  of  proper  hides  to  keep 
his  engagement.  There  is  a deduction  made  for  horns,  whether  the  hide  has  horns  upon  it 
or  not ; but  there  is  not  above  one  hide  in  500  without' horns ; and  in  this  case  the  inspector 
only  deducts  four  pounds  instead  of  six  pounds. 

Patrick  Hegerty  examined. 

3609.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I belong  to  the  firm  of  Hegerty,  Brothers,  who  deal 
largely  in  the  hide  trade.  I would  prefer  to  pay  3d.  a calf-skin  than  to  have  the  inspection 
in  the  market  done  away  with.  The  trade  could  not  go  on  if  the  charge  for  dry  and 
other  calf-skins  were  done  way  with,  as  the  market  could  not  be  properly  supported 
without  these  fees ; and  if  there  was  no  market  and  inspection,  there  could  not  be  the 
stringent  bye-laws  there  are  now.  Even  as  it  is,  there  are  persons  who  ask  the  owner  of 
a hide  what  he  is  going  to  take  for  it,  and  offer  him  only  half  the  value  of  it,  and  thus  he 
would  be  robbed  only  for  having  the  market  to  sell  it  in,  where  he  can  ascertain,  and  get 
the  value  of  his  property. 

W.  R.  Meade,  esq. — I beg  to  be  allowed  to  make  a few  observations  with  regard  to 
the  corn  market.  In  the  first  place,  I wish  to  state  that  I endeavoured  to  put  a stop  to  the 
system  of  deducting  beamage,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  by  which  it  is  prohibited, 
but  could  not  succeed  in  obtaining  a conviction,  as  there  was  no  power  of  conviction  in  the 
Act. . I think  it  right  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  providing  a form  of  convic- 
tion in  any  Act  that  may  be  grounded  upon  the  report  of  this  Commission.  I also  think 
there  ought  to  be  an  equal  number  of  county  gentlemen  and  merchants  upon  the  com- 
mittee who  has  the  management  of  the  corn  market.  I also  beg  to  hand  in  a copy  of  a 
memorial,  sent  some  years  ago  by  the  Agricultural  Society  of  this  county,  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  which  contains  the  opinions  and  suggestions  of  most  of  the  leading  country 
gentlemen  of  this  county : — 

To  His  Excellency  Earl  De  Grey,  Lord  Lieutenant-General  and  General 
Governor  of  Ireland,  &c. 

The  Memorial  of  the  undersigned  Members  of  the  Cork  Agricultural  Society. 
Respectfully  sheweth, 

That  your  memorialists,  relying  on  the  disposition  of  Her  Majesty’s  Government  to 
promote  every  measure  tending  to  develop  the  agricultural  resources  of  Ireland,  are  in- 
duced to  address  your  Excellency  on  the  abuses  connected  with  the  sale  of  corn,  and  other 
agricultural  produce  in  this  country,  with  a view  to  their  removal  by  legislative  enactment. 

That  most  of  these  abuses  appear  to  your  memorialists  to  arise  from  the  system  of 
deduction,  or  allowances,  under  the  name  of  beamage,  tret,  &c.,  differing  in  almost  every 
town  and  market  of  Ireland,  as  will  appear  by  the  accompanying  statement,  and  also  in 
the  several  millers’  stores  throughout  the  country. 

That  your  memorialists  are  not  aware  that  this  system  can  be  productive  of  any  advantage 
to  the  fair  purchaser,  whilst  it  is  calculated  to  excite  suspicion  and  distrust  in  the  minds  of 
the  seller.  They,  therefore,  believe  it  to  have  led  to  the  very  worst  results,  being  in  all 
cases  arbitrary  and  unjust  in  its  operations ; and  in  remote  districts  they  have  every  reason 
to  suppose  that  it  has  been  extensively  used  as  an  instrument  of  fraud. 


CORK, 

25th  November,  1852. 

33L 

B.  Hennessy,  esq. 


332. 

Alderm  anD.Murphy 


333. 

Patrick  Hegerty. 


334. 

W.  R.  Meade,  esq. 
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CORK,  That  the  25th  of  George  II.  cap.  15,  having  been  found  insufficient  to  put  a stop  to 

25 th  November,  1852.  these  abuses,  your  memorialists  are  of  opinion  that,  in  order  to  create  uniformity  and  regu- 
— — larity  in  the  markets  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  to  afford  protection  and  security  to  agricultural 

m ^ industry,  a new  legislative  enactment  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  controlling 
w.  k.  Meade,  esq.  ^ regulating  the  sales  of  corn  in  Ireland,  by  imperial  standard  weights,  without  allowances 
or  deductions  of  any  kind,  and  also  for  having  all  market  sales  made  final  and  conclusive 
as  to  quantity,  quality,  and  price,  under  severe  penalties,  to  be  recovered  by  summary  pro- 
ceedings at  petty  sessions,  from  the  party  violating  their  terms  of  agreement. 

That  your  memorialists  would  also  consider  it  beneficial  to  the  farmers  of  Ireland  were 
an  Act  passed,  authorizing  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  Grand  Juries,  or  other  public  bodies,  to 
erect  markets  for  the  sale  of  corn,  and  other  agricultural  produce,  in  such  towns  as  may 
make  application  for  the  same,  with  the  power  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  corn,  &c.,  in  said 
towns,  except  within  the  limits  of  the  markets ; and  also  to  raise  money,  levy  tolls,  and  to 
make  regulations  for  the  Government  thereof ; and  likewise  enacting  that  all  Boards  that 
are  now,  or  may  be  hereafter  established,  for  regulating  markets  for  the  sale  of  agricultural 
produce  in  Ireland,  shall  be  composed  of  an  equal  number  of  traders,  and  of  persons 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  notwithstanding  any  law  or  usage  now  in  existence  to  the 
contrary. 

Tour  memorialists  would  therefore  pray  that  your  Excellency  will,  in  the  next  session  of 
Parliament,  cause  a measure  to  be  introduced,  founded  on  the  foregoing  recommendations. 

The  following  are  the  statements  referred  to  in  the  memorial,  taken  from  the  Dublin 
Monitor  newspaper : — 


Dublin. 

Corn. — Corn  is  weighed  by  the  purchaser  by 
the  single  barrel,  with  the  full  turn  of  the  beam, 
deducting  the  following  tret : — 

Wheat,  per  barrel,  of  20  stone,  21bs.  tret. 
Barley,  ,,  16  „ 21bs.  ,, 

Oats,  „ 14  „ 21bs.  „ 

Rapeseed,  „ 16  ,,  21bs.  „ 

Butler. — Butter  is  weighed  standing  beam,  de- 
ducting two  pounds  per  firkin,  beamage.  The  no- 
minal difference  between  the  value  of  the  quali- 
ties of  first  and  second  is  6s.  \ second  and  third, 
8s.  per  hundred-weight. 

Boric. — Pork  is  weighed  by  the  single  pig,  at 
the  rate  of  112  pounds  per  hundred-weight,  de- 
ducting two  pounds  beamage,  and  four  pounds  per 
pig,  tret. 

Beef. — Beef  is  weighed  by  the  side,  at  the  rate 
of  112  pounds  per  hundred-weight,  deducting 
two  pounds  beamage,  and  tret,  eight  pounds  per 
carcase. 

Cork. 

Com. — All  corn  is  weighed  in  the  public  mar- 
ket, and  farmer  charged  for  wheat  2 \d. ; barley, 
\\d. ; oats,  lc/.  per  barrel.  The  following  beam- 
age  and  tret  are  deducted : — 

Wheat,  per  1121bs.,  21bs.  beamage,  and  21bs.  tret. 
Barley,  1121bs.,  21bs.  „ 21bs.  „ 

Oats,  1121bs.,  21bs.  „ 21bs.  „ 

When  weighed  out  of  boat,  the  turn  of  the  beam 
is  given,  with  the  following  deductions  : — 

Wheat,  per  barrel,  of  20  stone,  71bs.  tret. 
Barley,  „ 16  „ 41  bs.  „ 

Oats,  „ 14  „ 4lbs.  „ 

Charge  for  weighing  wheat,  1 \d.-,  barley,  \d.  : 
oats,  \d.  per  barrel. 

The  corn  is  sold  through  brokers,  to  whom 
the  merchant  pays,  on  wheat,  6 d. ; barley  and 
oats,  4 d.  per  barrel. 

There  are  employed  in  the  public  market 
twenty  pairs  of  scales,  and  the  corn  weighed  be- 
fore purchased,  the  farmer  getting  a ticket  of  the 
weight. 

Butler. — The  purchase  of  butter  in  this  market 
is  on  a different  system  from  all  the  other  markets 
of  Ireland,  as  money  is  advanced  by  dealers,  or 
rather  brokers,  to  the  farmer  some  months  pre- 
vious to  the  butter  coming  to  market,  who  also 
give  firkins  to  pack  the  butter,  and  pay  the  weigh- 
ing charges,  which  are  6c/.  per  hundred-weight. 
When  brought  to  market,  the  dealer  is  allowed  an 
abatement  of  8s.  to  10s.  per  hundred-weight  from 
the  export  merchant’s  price  of  the  day,  to  cover  the 


charges,  advance  of  money,  &c.  Each  firkin  is 
weighedatstandingbeamat  thepublic  butter  crane, 
deducting  three  pounds,  and  when  the  casks  are 
coarse,  four  pounds  per  firkin,  beamage.  The 
usual  difference  between  the  qualities  is  4s.  per 
hundred- weight ; but  this  is  generally  regulated 
by  the  demand  for  the  respective  qualities.  On 
the  dealer  selling  to  the  merchant,  it  is  weighed 
with  two  pounds  per  firkin  beamage. 

Pork. — Pork  is  weighed  in  the  public  market 
at  the  rate  of  112  pounds  per  hundred- weight, 
two  pigs  each  draught,  standing  beam,  deducting 
beamage,  two  pounds  ; tret,  two  pounds  per  pig. 

Beef. — Beef  is  weighed  at  the  rate  of  112  pounds 
per  hundred-weight,  down  weight,  deducting 
eight  pounds  per  carcase. 

Limerick. 

Corn. — Corn  is  weighed  by  the  purchaser  in 
the  farmers’  sacks,  deducting  as  follows  : — 


Wheat,  per  barrel, 

of  20  stone, 

71bs.  tret. 

Barley,  ,, 

16  „ 

61bs.  „ 

Oats,  „ 

14  „ 

61bs.  „ 

Beans,  „ 

20  „ 

71bs.  „ 

Rapeseed,  „ 

20  „ 

71bs.  „ 

The  smallest  weight  used  is  four  pounds,  unless 
it  be  a small  bag  of  wheat,  when  two  pounds 
are  used.  From  wheat  are  deducted  '2\d.  per 
barrel,  porterage.  N ot  less  than  seven  pounds  of 
any  kind  of  corn  paid,  and  no  half-pence.  Barley 
and  oats  are  purchased  chiefly  through  brokers, 
the  purchaser  paying  \d.  per  stone  brokerage. 

Butler. — All  butter  weighed  at  the  publip  crane, 
deducting  four  pounds  per  firkin,  beamage,  if 
under  eighty-four  pounds  ; at  or  over  this  weight, 
five  pounds.  The  usual  difference  between  first 
and  second  qualities  is  4s. ; second  and  third, 
6s. ; third  and  fourth,  6s.  per  hundred- weight. 

Boric. — Pork  is  weighed  by  the  purchaser  at  the 
rate  of  112  pounds  per  hundred-weight,  standing 
beam,  deducting  two  pounds  beamage,  and  four 
pounds  per  pig,  tret ; 3d.  per  pig  charged  for  por- 
terage. 

Waterford. 

Corn. — The  corn  is  weighed  by  the  purchaser 
in  the  farmers’  sacks,  making  the  following  de- 
ductions : — 

Wheat,  per  barrel,  of  20  stone,  41bs.  tret. 

Barley,  „ 16  „ 41bs.  „ 

Oats,  „ 14  „ 41bs.  „ 

Butter. — Butter  is  weighed  at  the  public  crane, 
standing  beam,  deducting  two  pounds  per  firkin, 
beamage.  There  is  no  general  rule  observed  as 
to  the  difference  of  value  between  qualities.  It 
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is  nominally,  first  and  second,  5s. ; second  and 
third,  6s.  per  hundred-weight. 

Pork. — Pork  is  weighed  by  the  purchaser  at 
the  rate  of  112  pounds  per  hundred-weight,  with 
the  turn  of  the  beam,  deducting,  when  scaled,  71bs. 
per  pig,  tret ; porterage,  2d.  per  pig. 

Y OUGHAL. 

Corn. — Corn  is  weighed  by  the  purchaser  in 
farmers’ sacks,  making  the  following  deductions: — 
Wheat,  per  barrel,  of  20  stones,  71bs.  tret, 
Barley,  „ 16  „ 41bs.  „ 

Oats,  „ 14  „ 41bs.  „ 

The  smallest  weight  used  is  four  pounds. 

Butter. — Butter  is  weighed  with  the  turn  of 
the  beam,  and  three  pounds  beamage  deducted. 
No  regular  value  between  qualities. 

Wexford. 

Com. — Corn  is  weighed  by  the  purchaser  by 
the  single  barrel,  in  a box,  making  the  following 
deductions : — 

Wheat,  per  barrel,  of  20  stones,  51bs.  tret. 
Barley,  „ 16  „ 41bs.  „ 

Oats,  „ 14  „ 41b3.  „ 

Beans,  „ 20  „ 51bs.  ,, 

Less  than  71bs.  not  paid,  but  weighed  to  one 
pound. 

Butter. — Butter  is  weighed  in  the  public  mar- 
ket, also  by  the  purchaser,  deducting  two  pounds 
per  firkin  beamage ; no  regular  rule  observed  in 
the  value  of  qualities. 

Pork. — There  is  no  regular  market  for  pork. 

Tralee. 

Com. — Com  is  weighed  by  the  purchaser  in 
the  farmers’  sacks,  making  the  following  deduc- 
tions : — 

Wheat,  per  barrel  of  20  stones,  7 lbs.  tret. 

Barley,  „ 16  „ S lbs.  „ 

Oats,  „ 14  „ 7 lbs.  „ 

The  smallest  weight  used  is  four  pounds,  unless 
when  insisted  on  by  the  seller  of  wheat,  when  one 
pound  is  used.  Not  less  than  seven  pounds  paid. 

Butter. — Butter  is  weighed  by  the  purchaser, 
deducting  four  pounds  per  firkin.  The  usual 
difference  of  value  between  first  and  second  qua- 
lity is  4s.,  second  and  third  6s.  per  hundred- 
weight, but  a large  portion  is  sold  by  the  firkin 
without  reference  to  weight  or  quality. 

Pork. — Pork  is  weighed  by  the  purchaser  at 
the  rate  of  112  lbs.  per  hundred- weight,  deducting 
seven  pounds  for  pig,  tret. 

Galway. 

Com. — Com  is  weighed  by  the  purchaser  in 
the  farmers’  sacks,  making  the  following  deduc- 
tions : — 

Wheat,  barrel,  20  stones,  if  under  4 cwt.  7 lbs.  tret. 


Do.  , 

20  „ 

if  over  4 „ 

14  lbs. 

Barley,  , 

16  „ 

if  under  4 „ 

7 lbs. 

Do.  , 

16  , 

if  over  4 „ 

14  lbs. 

Oats,  , 

14  , 

if  under  4 „ 

7 lbs. 

Do.  , 

14  , 

if  over  4 „ 

14  lbs 

The  smallest  weight  used  is  seven  pounds,  and 
not  less  than  seven  pounds  paid;  Id!,  per  sack 
charged  for  delivery. 

There  is  no  butter  or  pork  purchased  for  expor- 
tation. 

Westport. 

Corn. — Corn  is  weighed  by  the  purchaser  in 
the  farmers’  sacks,  making  the  following  deduc- 
tions : — 

Wheat,  per  sack,  7 lbs.  tret. 

Barley,  „ 7 lbs.  „ 

Oats,  „ 7 lbs.  „ 

The  smallest  weight  used  is  seven  pounds,  and 


not  less  than  seven  pounds  paid  ; there  is  no  butter 
or  pork  purchased  for  exportation. 

Ballina. 

Corn. — No  wheat  brought  to  this  market; 
barley  and  oats  are  weighed  by  the  purchaser  in 
the  farmers’  sacks,  down  weight  and  no  tret  de- 
ducted ; the  smallest  weight  used  is  seven  pounds, 
and  not  less  than  seven  pounds  paid. 

Sligo. 

Com  is  chiefly  weighed  by  the  purchaser, 
although  there  is  a public  market,  where  a small 
portion  is  weighed  without  any  tret  being  de- 
ducted, some  buyers  adhere  to  this  system,  while 
others  depart  from  it. 

It  is  customary  to  deduct  seven  pounds  for  the 
sack ; but  if  containing  thirty-two  stones,  fourteen 
pounds  are  deducted ; the  smallest  weight  used  is 
seven  pounds,  and  not  less  than  seven  pounds 
paid ; 1 d.  per  sack  charged  for  porterage. 

Butter. — Butter  is  all  weighed  at  the  public 
crane,  deducting  two  pounds  beamage  for  every 
twenty-eight  pounds.  The  difference  of  value 
between  the  qualities  of  first  and  second  is  6s., 
second  and  third  6s.  per  hundred-weight. 

Pork. — Pork  is  weighed  at  the  rate  of  112  lb3. 
per  hundred-weight,  with  an  allowance  of  ten 
pounds  per  pig,  and  2d.  porterage. 

Derry. 

Com. — All  com  is  weighed  in  the  public  mar- 
ket, the  farmer  being  charged  2d.  per  sack,  and 
the  following  deductions  made  : — 

Wheat  per  sack,  20  stones  and  upwards,  7 lbs.  tret. 
Barley,  „ 20  „ 7 lbs.  „ 

Oats,  „ 20  „ 7 lbs.  „ 

If  under,  „ 20  „ 5 lbs.  „ 

Weighed  to  a pound,  and  not  less  than  seven 
pounds  paid. 

Butter. — Butter  is  all  weighed  at  the  public 
crane,  deducting  one  pound  per  firkin.  The 
difference  in  value  of  first  and  second  is  4s.  8 d., 
and  second  and  third  seven  pounds  per  hundred 
weight. 

Pork. — Pork  is  weighed  by  the  purchaser  at 
the  rate  of  120  lbs.  per  hundred-weight,  deducting 
eight  pounds  per  pig,  tret. 

Belfast. 

Corn. — Wheat  is  all  weighed  by  the  purchaser; 
but  some  portions  of  barley  and  oats  are  weighed 
in  the  public  market,  and  the  following  deductions 
made : — 

Wheat  per  cwt.  of  112  lbs.,  I lb.  tret. 

Barley,  „ „ 1 lb.  „ 

Oats,  „ „ 1 lb.  „ 

Weighed  to  one  pound,  with  a full  turn  of  the 
beam. 

Butter. — Butter  is  weighed  at  the  public  crane, 
two  pounds  per  firkin  deducted  for  beamage, 
difference  between  first  and  second  qualities,  4s.; 
second  and  third,  8s.;  third  and  fourth,  Ss.,  per 
hundred-weight. 

Pork. — Pork  is  chiefly  weighed  by  the  pur- 
chaser, as  there  is  not  sufficient  accommodation  in 
the  public  market ; it  is  weighed  at  the  rate  of 
112  lbs.  per  hundred-weight,  but  paid  at  the  late 
of  120  lbs.,  deducting  ten  pounds  per  pig,  tret. 

Newry. 

Com. — Corn  is  weighed  by  the  purchaser,  in 
the  farmers’  sacks,  as  follows  : — 

Wheat,  full  weight,  taken  without  any  tret  de- 
ducted. 

Barley,  ,,  and  one  pound  tret. 

Oats,  „ and  l^d  per  cwt.  deducted. 

The  smallest  weight  used  is  four  pounds,  and 
paid  to  the  pound. 

2D 
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the  farmers’  sacks,  making  the  following  deduc- 
tions : — 

Wheat,  per  barrel  of  20  stone,  2 lbs.  tret. 
Barley,  „ 16  „ 2 lbs.  „ 

Oats,  „ 14  „ 2 lbs.  „ 

Weighed  to  one  pound,  but  not  less  than  seven 
pounds  paid. 

There  is  no  regular  market  for  butter  or  pork. 
The  butter  shipped  at  this  port  is  purchased  at 
the  markets  in  the  interior. 

J.  Bennett,  esq.,  examined. 

3610.  Can  you  state  the  number  of  firkins  of  butter  passing  through  the  butter  market 

in  Cork? Yes;  I have  procured  a return,  showing  the  number  of  full  and  empty  firkins 

which  came  into  this  market  for  the  last  three  years,  which  I hand  in. 

Number  of  empty  firkins  weighed  at  the  empty  firkin  crane,  for  which  the  cooper  pays  one 
halfpenny. 

For  the  year  ending,  1850,  . 274,599,  . £572  1 8 

„ 1851,  . 239,281,  . 498  10  04 

„ 1852,  . 297, 95S,  . 620  14  lo' 

Number  of  firkins  of  butter  weighed  at  the  Butter  Exchange,  for  the  weighing  of  which  the 
farmer  pays  one  halfpenny  each. 

Fortlie  year  ending, 1S50,  . 324,269,  . £713  1 24 

1851,  . 306,626,  . 638  16  H 

„ 1852,  . 316,962,  . 660  6 9 

Number  of  firkins  of  butter  inspected  and  branded  with  the  brands  and  marks  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Merchants,  for  which  the  farmer  pays  three  halfpence  each. 

For  the  year  ending,  1850,  . 342,269,  . £2,139  3 7.V 

1851,  . 3061626,  . 19,16  8 3' 

The  portion  of  season  of  1852,  . 316,962,  . 1,981  0 3 

3611.  Does  tbe  weighmaster  get  a Id.  a firkin  upon  all  butter  sold  in  the  market  ?— He 
does,  but  he  pays  four  assistant-weighmasters  out  of  it. 

J.  Mahon//,  esq.,  examined. 

3612.  What  is  the  difference  between  currency  butter  and  cant? — I will  endeavour  to 
explain  it:  The  price  of  butter,. say  to-day,  is  82s. ; the  currency  price  is  73s.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Merchants  have  nothing  to  do  with  this ; it  is  a private  arrangement  between, 
the  farmer  and  the  butter  buyer  : the  difference  between  73s.  and  82s.  is  9*.  The  butter 
buyer  gives  the  farmer  two  empty  firkins,  the  cost  of  which  is  3s.  6 d.  The  butter  buyer 
also  pays  the  Id.  a firkin  Corporation  toll,  and  the  toll  of  the  market,  which  is  2d.  per 
firkin;  then  he  always  pays  5s.  over  the  currency  price.  Thus,  instead  of  the  9s.,  the  differ- 
ence between  the  currency  price  and  the  real  price,  I give  him  5s.  in  cash,  two  empty 
firkins,  worth  3s.  6d.,  2d,  Corporation  toll,  and  Ad.  market  toll. 

3613.  Wha.t  is  the  object  of  this  system? — I do  not  know  the  object  of  the  system;' 
but  the  practical  effect  is,  that  the  butter  buyer  advances  money  to  the  farmer ; and  if  I 
am  in  advance  to  the  farmer  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  I do  not  pay  him  the  5s.  in  cash.  In 
case  I am  not  in  advance  to  him  at  the  time  the  butter  is  sold,  I give  him  the  5s.  If  1 am 
in  advance,  I deduct  the  5s.  as  a sort  of  discount  upon  the  money  that  I am  in  advance ; 
it  is  a practice  of  a particular  district,  as  it  were,  the  currency,  by  which  the  butter  of  that 
district  is  bought.  The  currency  price  is  not  always  9s.  less  than  the  other  price  ; the 
difference  between  the  two  depends  upon  the  price  of  the  empty  firkins.  I advance  the 
money  on  account  of  butter  that  is  to  come  into  the  market,  long  before  it  comes  in.  I 
am  a sort  of  banker  to  the  farmer.  This  advance  is  a very  great  advantage  to  the  butter 
farmer,  as  he  is  enabled  to  hold  back  his  butter  until  the  month  of  June,  when  the 
price  is  at  the  highest  in  the  market,  and  he  could  not  hold  it  over  but  for  this  accom- 
modation. 

3614.  Do  you  make  any  other  charge  or  deduction  in  the  case  of  currency  butter? — No, 
I do  not  make  any  other  deduction,  except  those  that  are  made  from  butter  that  is  not 
purchased  at  currency  price.  I advanced  money  this  morning  to  a farmer  on  butter  that 
will  not  come  iuto  the  market  till  next  spring. 

William  Sarsfield,  esq.,  examined. 

3615.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  management  of  the  butter-market? — I object  to  the 
deductions  made  from  a firkin  of  butter ; I altogether  object  to  the  mode  in  which  the  price 
of  butter  is  regulated  each  day.  The  Committee  who  fix  it  consists  of  persons  whose  interest 
it  is  to  fix  a low  price  to  the  disadvantage  of  us  farmers,  who  are  not  represented,  upon  the 
Committee  regulating  the  prices ; I also  think  it  not  right  that  the  inspectors  should  be 
elected,  as  they  now  are,  by  the  buyers  and  the  merchants,  and  that  the  farmers  should 
have  no  voice  in  their  election  ; in  fact,  I object  altogether  to  the  present  system  of  the 
market,  and  the  mode  of  conducting  it. 


Butter. — Butter  is  chiefly  weighed  by  the  pur- 
chaser, deducting  four  pounds  per  firkin  when 
under  eighty-four  pounds ; and  five  pounds  when 
over  this  weight.  The  usual  difference  between 
first  and  second  qualities  is  7s.;  second  and  third, 
11s.  8d.  ; third  and  fourth,  16s.  -id.  per  hundred- 
weight. 

Drogheda. 

Com. — Corn  is  weighed  by  the  purchaser  in 
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Philip  Cross,  esq.,  examined. 

3G16.  Are  you  favourable  to  the  system  at  present  pursued  in  the  management  of  the 
butter-market  in  this  town  ' With  respect  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Merchants, 
which  I heard  read  yesterday,  I will  merely  say,  that  I trust  it  will  be  what  it  ought  to  be’ 
the  dying  report  of  that  body.  Sir  William  Lyons  called  the  system  of  the  market  a 
voluntary  system  between  the  merchants  and  farmers,  but  it  was  as  much  a voluntary 
arrangement  as  was  generally  made  between  the  wolf  and  the  lamb,  as  the  volunteering 
was  all  on  the  side  of  the  merchants  and  buyers,  who  did  what  they  liked  with  the  farmers. 
I challenge  the  Committee  to  show  mo  a farmer  from  Shandon  Steeple  to  Bantry  Bay,  who 
approves  of  the  present  system  in  the  butter-market.  The  merchants  settle  the  price  of 
the  butter,  and  the  farmer  must  give  it  at  what  they  offer.  I do  not  deny  the  very  great 
respectability,  and  the  high  character,  which  the  merchants  composing  the  Committee  of 
Merchants  bear;  but  I deny  that  they  give  satisfaction  in  the  dealings  of  the  butter- 
mapket.  I never  heard  any  one  outside  the  city  of  Cork  speak  in  favour  of  the  Cork  butter- 
market.  I object  to  the  mode  of  inspection  ; I do  not  consider  it  just  that  a person  should 
appoint  the  man  that  is  to  pay  him ; yet  the  inspectors  in  the  market,  who  are  to  decide 
between  two  parties,  arc  appointed  by  one  side.  I can  show  that  seventeen  pounds  is 
often  deducted  on  two  firkins  of  butter.  Here  is  a ticket  coming  out  of  as  respectable  a 
house  as  there  is  in  Cork  in  the  butter  trade,  and  by  that  there  is  three  pounds  deducted 
from  the  actual  weight  of  the  firkin  ; and  the  same  merchant  said  it  was  usual  to  deduct 
sometimes  four  pounds  instead  of  three  pounds  on  a firkin.  A dairy  woman  that  I know 
had  a firkin  nearly  seized  and  condemned,  as  not  being  in  a fit  state.  The  fact  was,  it  had 
been  a great  deal  soaked,  and  was  black  on  the  outside.  I do  not,  of  course,  justify  her  for 
doing  so;  but  it  was  done,  I believe,  merely  in  order  to  bring  it  up  to  the  weight  that  was 
marked  upon  it. 

I have  been  told  by  some  of  the  merchants  to  put  scalding  water  into  the  firkin,  and  it 
will  set  it  right.  I lately  took  care  to  have  a firkin  properly  prepared,  and  there  was 
fifteen  pounds  deducted  for  the  weight  of  the  cask.  1 had  it  stripped  and  weighed 
afterwards,  and  it  weighed  only  thirteen  pounds,  and  I ascertained  it  was  marked  as  fif- 
teen pounds,  because  the  full  firkin  of  butter  weighed  gross  three  quarters  of  a hundred- 
weight. This,  therefore,  caused  a dead  loss  of  two  pounds  more  of  butter ; had  the  cask 
really  weighed  only  twelve  pounds,  it  would  still  have  been  marked  as  fifteen  pounds,  and 
in  that  case  three  pounds  would  have  been  lost.  This,  added  to  the  three  pounds  loss  in 
the  weigh-house  made  six  pounds;  arid  I believe,  again,  when  a firkin  is  weighed  in  the 
weigh-house  here,  it  is  weighed  without  the  head,  and  one  pound  is  allowed  for  the  head. 
I asked  the  inspector  in  the  market  to  weigh  the  heads  for  me ; after  some  little  difficulty 
being  made  the  heads  were  weighed,  and  I found  that  six  heads,  for  which  we  were  allowed 
only  six  pounds,  weighed  in  reality  nine  pounds,  so  that  I am  justified  in  saying,  that  half 
a pound  may  be  lost  on  the  head  of  the  firkin,  which  brings  the  deductions  up  to  six 
pounds  and  a-half.  Also,  if  a farmer  sent  in  his  butter  soft,  there  was  another  pound 
often  deducted  by  the  inspector,  for  what  they  call  the  sponge,  bringing  the  loss  upon 
each  firkin  up  to  seven  and  a-half  pounds,  or  fifteen  pounds  on  two  firkins.  If  I had  cal- 
culated the  first  deduction  at  four  pounds  on  each  firkin,  which,  I am  told,  is  often  made, 
it  would  have  brought  it  up  to  eight  pounds  and  a-half  on  each  firkin,  and  seventeen 
pounds  on  two  firkins ; as,  however,  it  is  denied  that  the  first  deduction  ever  exceeds 
three  pounds,  I am  satisfied  with  showing  that  fifteen  pounds  of  butter  may  be  lost  on 
two  firkins  by  the  system  that  prevails  in  the  butter- market  here.  Another  grievance  is, 
that  if  I bring  a firkin  of  butter  to  the  weigh-house,  and  think  I can  get  a better  price  at 
Kilfinane  (as  I have  heard  I could),  I could  not  get  it  out  of  the  weigh-house  without  paying 
for  it,  and  having  it  inspected ; and  if  I take  it  out  then,  it  comes  out  like  a branded  thief. 
All  I could  do  in  that  case  would  be  to  get  an  empty  firkin,  and  move  the  butter  into  it, 
at  a cost  of  Is.  8 d.  In  fine,  I disclaim  all  matrimonial  alliance  with  the  Cork  butter-mar- 
ket, and  would  prefer  to  be  allowed  to  sell  it  myself  in  the  market,  and  take  it  away  if  I 
wished  to  another  market.  I think  I would  approve  more  of  the  new  Limerick  system  of 
making  it  optional  to  have  the  brand  affixed  ; but  making  it  compulsory  to  bring  all  butter 
sold  in  Cork  into  the  market.  Another  complaint  I have  to  make  is,  that  if  a farmer  pro- 
cures a country  made  firkin,  ho  will  have  to  pay  4 d.  a piece  for  branding  them,  while  he 
will  be  charged  only  2d.  a firkin  for  branding  Cork-made  firkins.  I believe  the  firkins 
are  soaked  in  every  dairy  in  the  country,  to  make  up  for  the  tare  charged.  I beg  to 
state,  in  conclusion,  that  I have  the  highest  opinion  of  the  character  of  the  gentlemen  who 
are  on  the  Committee  ; but  I do  not  approve  of  the  system  of  the  market. 

Mr.  Symcs  examined. 

3617.  Do  you  wish  to  offer  any  suggestions  to  the  Commissioners? — I wish  to  state  that 
I got  firkins  often  in  Cork  marked  as  weighing  fifteen  pounds,  and  these  same,  after  soaking, 
weighed  in  the  market  only  thirteen  pounds;  ever  since  I have  had  my  firkins  all  made  in 
the  country. 

Mr.  Sarsfield  re-examined. 

3618.  I beg  to  state  that  I always  prepare  my  firkins  as  fairly  as  I can,  and  always  lose, 
I am  sure,  a pound  or  two.  It  is  unfair  that  the  honest  farmer  should  suffer  for  the  frauds 
of  the  dishonest.  I complain  that  it  is  the  buyers  and  the  export  merchants  that  settle 
the  price,  and  that  the  manufacturer,  the.  farmer,  is  excluded  from  a voice  in  the  matter. 
We  would  sell  for  ourselves  if  we  were  allowed: 
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J.  Mahony,  esq.,  examined. 

3619.  I must  state  that  in  London  the  system  is,  to  strip  one  firkin  out  of  about  one 
hundred,  to  see  if  it  weighs  what  it  is  represented  to  do,  and  I always  find  there  is  more 
deducted  for  tare  in  London  than  in  this  market.  With  regard  to  the  way  the  price  is 
settled,  it  is  fixed  each  morning.  The  export  merchants  compete  with  one  another,  and 
with  the  butter  buyer,  who  is  the  agent  of  the  farmer,  and  who.  endeavours  to  get.  the 
largest  price  he  can.  At  the  last  appointment  of  an  inspector  for  this  market,  we  advertised, 
and  used  every  exertion  to  obtain  a competent  person ; and,  I believe,  the  candidate  who 
was  the  second  favourite  here,  is  now  the  inspector  of  the  Sligo  butter-market.  In  answer 
to  the  objection  made,  that  the  country  gentlemen  have  no  voice  in  our  proceedings,  I have 
to  state,  that  formerly  there  was  a number  of  country  gentlemen  admitted  as  members  of 
our  committee;  and  one  of  them  stated  to  another  gentleman,  that  after  using  every  means 
to  detect  the  members  of  the  committee  in  any  fraudulent  practice,  he  had  altogether  failed 
in  doing  so ; and  added,  “ I think  the  butter  merchants  seem  so  honest,  that  they  cannot 
be  honest,  -will  you  tell  me  how  I can  find  them  out.”  The  country  gentlemen  did  not 
continue  to  attend,  and  so  they  ceased,  after  a time,  to  he  members  of  the  Committee. 

S.  Clare,  esq.,  examined. 

3620.  Do  you  consider  the  Cork  butter-market  well  conducted  ? — I havo  to  state  that  I 
think,  in  general,  the  casks  in  -which  the  butter  is  sold  weigh  more  than  they  are  branded. 
There  is  often  additional  cooperage  added  to  them  to  make  them  heavier  after  the  empty 
cask  has  been  branded;  also,  you  cannot  pass  a stream  in  this  county  without  seeing  several 
firkins  soaking  in  it.  I am  in  the  habit  of  sending  butter  to  London,  and  find  that  there  is 
a much  greater  tare  deducted  there  on  the  same  firkin  than  there  has  been  done  in  this 
market.  The  firkins  are  decanted  there,  and  there  is  always  a loss  sustained  by  the 
exporter  from  the  difference  of  tare  allowed  in  London.  The  best  way,  I think,  to  test  the 
weight  of  the  butter  casks,  would  be  to  decant  them  here,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  do 
in  London. 

Sir  William  Lyons  re-examined. 

3621.  I beg  to  state  that  it  is  in  contemplation  of  the  Committee  of  Merchants  to  try  the 
system  of  stripping  the  butter,  and  weighing  it,  as  is  done  in  London.  I wish  also  to  state, 
that  I had  over  200  firkins  myself  in  the  market,  which  I could  not  sell ; I had,  therefore, 
to  keep  them  myself,  and  send  the  money  to  the  owners  in  the  country.  As  a proof  we  do 
not  neglect  the  interest  of  the  farmers,  the  last  quotation  of  butter  in  the  London  market 
is  80s.,  and  we  this  day  got  82s.  from  the  export  merchants  in  this  market. 

Kilnn  R.  Wood,  esq.,  examined. 

3622.  Where  do  you  reside? — Near  Charleville ; I am  a farmer,  and  sell  butter  exten- 
sively in  this  market.  I attend  to  the  sale  of  it  here  myself ; I see  it  weighed  and  inspected, 
and  I consider  both  properly  and  fairly  done.  I get  Cork  firkins  in  preference  to  country 
ones ; I know  it  is  the  habit  of  the  dairywomen  to  steep  them,  but  my  own  dairywoman 
does  not,  and  still  I do  not  find  the  weight  marked  on  the  empty  firkin  too  much.  The 
reason  people  complain  is,  I have  no  doubt,  because  they  do  not  keep  their  dairies  in  a 
proper  condition,  and,  therefore,  do  not  get  as  high  a price  for  their  butter  as  others.  I 
visit  the  market  constantly,  and  never  saw  any  fraud  practised  by  anybody  in  it.  I consign 
my  butter  to  parties  here  for  sale,  but  attend  the  market  myself  to  see  it  inspected  and 
weighed.  I think  the  management  of  this  market,  and  the  rules  of  it,  do  not  work 
injuriously  to  the  farmer.  It  is  necessary  to  scald  and  soak  the  casks  internally,  to  make 
them  fit  to  receive  the  butter ; and,  after  1 have  done  so,  I have  always  found  them  up 
to  the  weight  branded  upon  them. 

J.  Sugrue,  esq.,  examined. 

3623.  Do  you  think  any  change  in  the  present  system  of  the  butter-market  desirable  ? — 
No  ; the  present  is  wholly  under  conventional  arrangement,  and  works  so  well  that  I should 
he  sorry  to  see  any  legal  restrictions  placed  upon  it.  As  a proof  that  it  works  well,  we  have 
the  whole  of  the  butter  trade  confined  to  it,  on  account  of  the  very  great  advantages 
which  the  present  system  gives.  With  regard  to  the  weight  of  the  casks,  there  is  no  article 
so  deserving  of  tret  as  butter.  I have  known  a firkin  of  butter  lose  one  pound  weight 
between  the  weigh-house  and  my  stores.  There  is  a constant  increase  of  butter  in  this 
market,  in  spite  of  the  country  markets.  There  was  a firm  named  Croker,  Lloyd,  & Co., 
set  up  some  time  ago,  as  buyers  and  exporters,  in  Cork,  where  farmers  could  go  and  sell 
their  butter  direct  for  the  Lond  on  market,  without  the  intervention  of  the  buyers,  or  going  ■ 
into  the  market ; greater  evils  were  found  to  exist  in  this  system  than  in  the  market  system, 
and  country  buyers  now  prefer  talcing  advantage  of  the  market. 

3624.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  seventeen  pounds  being  deducted  from  two  firkins  of 
butter  ? — Never ; 1 have,  however,  heard  of  two  pounds,  tret,  being  deducted  from  the  farmer 
by  the  butter  buyer,  who  advances  the  money.  It  is  the  custom  in  some  districts.  The 
butter  buyer  in  these  districts  takes  two  pounds  of  butter,  together  with  interest  upon  the 
sums  he  advances  to  the  farmer ; the  butter  buyer,  in  these  cases,  requires  a large  profit  to 
make  up  for  the  heavy  losses  he  sustains. 
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Thomas  MAuliffe  examined.  CORK, 

_ 3625.  Can  you  add  anything  to  the  evidence  that  has  been  already  given  ? I wish  to  ~’oth  Novcmhcr’ 1S52- 

give  some  information  as  to  the  mode  of  fixing  the  price  in  the  market,  which  I think  I 346 
cannot  do  better  than  by  mentioning  what  occurred  this  day  at  the  meeting  of  the  Com-  Thomas  H'Auliffe. 
mittee  for  fixing  the  price.  Yesterday  the  market  closed  firm  at  80s.,  so  that  an  improve- 
ment was  expected  to-day;  soon  after  they  met  a sale  took  place  at  81s.,  and  many  sales 
took  place  at  that  price.  Then  there  was  some  sold  at  82s.,  and  as  that  was  the  highest 
price  at  which  butter  was  sold  at  the  meeting  of  the  Committee,  82s.  was  fixed  as  the  price 
of  the  day;  and  the  first  buyers  who  had  bought  at  8 Is.  were  obliged,  notwithstanding,  to 
pay  82s.,  as  it  was  the  price  of  the  day. 

[A  copy  of  the  Corporation  accounts  annexed]  : — 

An  Abstract  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditure  of  the  Corporation  of  Cork,  for  One  Year 
from  31st  August,  1850,  to  30th  August,  1851. 

Folio.  Borough  Fund  Receipts.  Dr.  Folio.  Borough  Fund  Expenditure.  Cr. 

£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

193  Treasurer,  balance  last  year’s  148  Public  clock,  . .13  0 0 

accounts,  . . 191  14  8 247  Hansard’s  Parliamentary 

88  Pipe  water  dividend,  . 150  0 0 papers,  . . . 16  12  0 

251  Books  sold  by  town  clerk,  . 1 4 0 251  Town  clerk’s  office,  . 11  12  2 

338  Police  court  fines,  . . 16G  4 11  292  Law  costs,  . . . 100  0 0 

368  Freemen’s  admissions,  . 5 5 0 303  Pipe  water  for  the  poor,  . 154  0 0 

371  Mayor’s  coal  dues,  . 72  10  0 318  Stationery  and  stamps,  . 13  7 2 

378  Grand  parade  markets,  1,390  12  10  319  North  and  South  Main  streets,  38  10  11 

379  Tolls  and  customs,  . 2,808  6 2 321  Lough,  . . . 4 16  2 

380  Out  markets,  . . 440  15  5 326  Compensations,  . . 110  13  8 

387  Corn  market  dues,  . . 452  2 11  330  Insurances,  . . 10  5 0 

400  Rents  received,  . 1,202  0 1 338  Police  court,  . . 3 10  0 

417  Loan,  per  the  mayor,  . 600  0 0 342  Advertisements,  . . 97  2 6 

413  City  park  receipts,  . . 23  5 5 345  City  park,  . . . 73  19  3 

347  Quay  wall,  Grand  parade,  . 60  5 2 

348  City  charities,  . . 125  4 0 

352  Poor  freemen’s  charities,  . 48  5 6 

363  Repairs  of  houses,  . . 32  4 5 

367  Wide-street  Commissioners’ 

bailiffs,  . . . 63  13  0 

37 0 Bazaar  market,  . . 1,840  9 3 

375  Revision  expenses,  . . 316  9 8 

377  Poor  rates,  . . .494 

378  Grand  parade  markets,  . 848  7 4 

379  Tolls  and  customs,  . . 15  16  6 

380  Out  markets,  . . 93  5 3 

384  Salaries,  . . . 1,324  5 0 

388  Pensioners,  . . 93  12  0 

389  Rents  paid,  . . 707  7 9 

390  Mayor’s  office,  . . 50  13  0 

391  Mardyke  parade,  . . 35  4 10 

393  Watch  and  ward  committee,  25  0 0 

394  Incidentals,  . . 8 S 4 

399  Bonds,  interest,  &c.,  . 503  9 1 

401  Mayor,  sundry  orders  of 

council,  . . . 185  10  6 

403  Munster  Agricultural  School,  50  0 0 

407  Corporation  sergeants,  &c., . 139  0 0 

416  Regatta,  Queenstown,  . 10  0 0 

417  Loan  fund,  . . . 6 17  6 

421  Dorrington  and  Co.,  law  costs,  23  8 0 
410  Association  for  Native  Industry,  25  0 0 
409  Industrial  school,  . . 25  0 0 

408  Packet  station  committee,  . 27  10  0 

383  Lady’s  well,  . . 4 14  4 

37 6 Alexander  Deane,  for  clerk  of 

works,  . . . 33  4 0 

373  Flag  for  crystal  palace,  . 10  0 0 

366  School  of  design,  . . 100  0 0 

360  Statue,  Grand  parade,  . 4 2 6 

193  Balance  to  new  account,  . 15  16  4 

•£7,504  1 5 £7,504  1 5 

We  have  examined  the  above  accounts  and  vouchers,  and  found  all  correct,  leaving  a balance  in  the 
Treasurer’s  hands  of  fifteen  pounds,  sixteen  shillings,  and  four  pence,  which  is  carried  into  the  next 
year’s  account. 

Dated  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

IV.J.tom,  } borough  Auditor,. 

Mark  Collins,  Mayor’s  Auditor. 

Dan.  Meagher,  Treasurer. 
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FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


CORK, 

35 th  November,  1852. 

346. 

Thoihaa  M'Auliffe. 


Rental  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Borough  of  Cork,  from  1st  September,  1851,  to  31st 
August,  1852. 


lio.  From  whom  receivable. 

2 Leslie  O’Callaghan, 

3 Robert  Oarleton, 

4 W.  W.  Newenham, 

5 Maurice  Lane,  . 

6 Michael  Roberts, 

7 Reps.  James  Wallis, 

8 Reps.  R.  Or.  Hawlces, 

9 Reps.  William  Smith, 

10  W.  W.  Newenham, 

11  W-  K.  Rogers,  . 

12  Lord  Gort, 

14  Reps.  James  Wallis, 

15  Reps.  N.  Dunscombe, 

16  Robert  French,  . 

17  Reps.  John  T.  Rye, 

18  Reps.  Joshua  Beale, 

1 9 Robert  Carleton, 

21  W.  Mi  Reeves,  . 

23  Reps.  Richard  Harrison, 

24  John  Gaggin, 

25  Benjamin  Roberts, 

26  Reps.  Thomas  Farren, 
Noblet  Dunscombe,' 

John  Newenham, 
William  Connell, 

John  Newenham, 

John  Newenham, 

Robert  Carleton, 

Joseph  Austen,  . 

Rep.  W.  Lavitt, 

Sir  W.  Chatterton,. 

Reps.  John  T.  Rye, 

Rep.  W.  Lavitt, 

John  Deyos, 

Rep.  W.  Lavitt, 

42  Thomas  Sharpe, 

43  Rep.  John  Shaw, 

44  Rep.  John  Shaw, 

45  Rep.  Robert  Powell, 

46  Rep.  Robert  Powell, 

47  Rep.  A O’Leary, 

48  James  C.  Cogan, 

49  Joseph  Atkins,  Samuel 
51  Samuel  Perrott, 

Robert  O’Donoghue, 
Catherine  Reed, 

John  Young, 

Sir  W.  Chatterton, 
Harbour  Commissioners, 


27 


29 

30 


33 

34 


37 


39 

40 


53 


56 

57 
264 
264 
264 


Court  of  Conscience, 

397  Reps.  Charles  Lefebure, 

1 03  Win.  Riordah,  and  Batw. 
Catherine  Fogarty, 

John  Bennett,  . 

Eliza  and  Margaret  Nunan, 
Tuckey-street  guard-house, 

140  Blackpool  guard-house,  . 

204  Rev.  Michael  O’Sullivan, 

227  Patrick  Shea, 

215  Michael  Crowley, 

216  Patrick  Sullivan, 

Jeremiah  Connell, 

J.  Keane, 

Cork,  Black  rock,  and  Passage 
Railway  Company,  . 

John  Dooly, 

396  James  Morgan  (Representative), 
418  Martin  Conway, 


107 

358 

109 


386 

304 

308 

96 


Premises. 

Quay  North-west  quarter  Cork, 

St.  Laurence  laud,  St.  Laurence  chapel, 
North-cast  marsh,  . 

Part  of  North-cast  marsh,  . 

Part  of  North-east  marsh,  . 

Part  of  North-cast  marsh,  . 

Part  of  North-east  marsh,  . 

Part  of  North-east  marsh,  . 

Part  of  North-east  marsh,  . 

Part  of  North-east  marsh,  . 

Part  of  North-east  marsh,  . 

Maritime  gate,  city  of  Cork, 

South-east  marsh,  . 

North-west  quarter  city  Cork, 
Watercourse,  cast  side  city  wall, 

New  North  wall,  North-west  quarter, 
Ferries  over  North  river,  . . 

Lot  of  ground,  King’s  old  castle, 

Facing  King’s  old  castle,  . 

Ground  where  old  bridewell  stood, 
Kyrl’s-quay, 

Part  of  North-strand, 

Part  of  North-strand, 

Commons  land,  . . . 

Plot  ground,  Fisliamble-lane, 

„ Fishambles,  North, 

Old  mill  pond,  North-east  marsh, 
Ground  South-west  walls,  . 

Ground  front  old  barracks, 

Old  Market-place,  North  suburbs, 
South-east  quarter  city, 

Ground  Fishamble-lane, 

Island,  South  channel, 

Fair-lane,  North  suburbs,  . 

Sand-quay,  North  suburbs. 

South  gate-way  to  market, 

Ground  Castle-street, 

Ground  Castle-street, 

Ground  Castle-street, 

Ground  Castle-street, 

Lot  ground  Patrick-street, 

Ground  Patrick-street, 

Haynes,  West  wall  passage  to  Fish-market, 

. Ground  where  Fish-market  stood,  . 

• . Ground  near  South  gaol,  . 

. Premises  Market-lane, 

. Ground  Fishamble-lane, 

. Premises  Tuckey’s-quay,  . 

. Slab  inside  Navigation  wall, 

. Proportion  of  harbour  dues, 

. Blackrock  castle,  . 

. Market-street, 

. Ground  Castle-street, 

Linebah,  South-gate  bridge, 

. Sullivan’s-quay, 

. Sullivan’s-quay, 

Sullivan’s-quay, 

Tuckey-street, 

Blackpool, 

Mansion-house, 

Ferry,  Brickfields, 

Paradise-place,  . 


Annual  Amount. 
£ s.  d. 


City  park, 

Douglas-street  market, 
House  in  Castle-street, 
Railroad  ferry, 


1 

12 

H 

1 

19 

7 

0 

9 

9 

1 

9 

84 

1 

9 

8f 

0 

19 

9j 

1 

19 

7 

0 

1.9 

94 

0 

19 

1 

19 

7 

0 

4 

74 

9 

4 

74 

1 

16 

11" 

11 

1 

64 

13 

16 

11" 

3 13.  104 

40 

12 

34 

9 

18 

6“ 

57 

4 

7£ 

2 

0 

15 

18 

U 

2 

6 

14 

18 

9 

2| 

0 

9 

24 

0 

IS 

54 

0 

9 

24 

0 

9 

24 

11 

10 

94 

18 

4 

4 

5 

10 

H 

21 

0 

0 

18 

13_11± 

2 

6 

14 

1 

ef 

22 

7 

8* 

17 

10 

9i 

18 

9 

2* 

26 

15 

10 

28 

5 

n 

12 

12 

0 

11 

13 

64 

12 

16 

114 

21 

4 

7i 

6 

9 

24 

9 

4 

74 

14 

0 

0 

5 

10 

H 

9 

4 

n 

369 

4 

7 

30 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

22 

3 

1 

25 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

21 

4 

6 

1 

1 

0 

56 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

12 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

21 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

20 

6 

1| 

15 

0 

0 

£1,234 

4 

n 
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Amount  of  rents  receivable  for  year  ending  August,  1851, 


Cash  received,  per  treasurer, 
Poor  Rate  allowed, 


Difference  under  rental, 

ARREARS  INCURRED. 

Representatives  of  William  Smith, 

„ Charles  Lefeburo, 

Matthew  Taylor  (house  Sullivan’s-quay,  unoccupied), 
Patrick  Shea  (ferry,  Brickfields), 

J.  Keane,  . . . 

Daniel  Daly  (paid  in  advance,  1850), 

James  Morgan, 


ARREARS  RECEIVED. 

Representatives  of  Richard  Harrison, 
j,  Robert  Powell, 

„ Same, 

Joseph  Atkins,  .... 
Martin  Conway  (ferry  from  Penrose-quay), 
Daniel  Daly  (ferry  to  Albert-quay), 


£1,202  0 

55  13 


1,257  13  2 


£0  19  9 
11  1 61 
9 14  0 
0 1 0 

5 5 0 

6 12  6 
20  6 2 

53  19  111 


0 0 
0 0 


Difference  under  rental,  as  above, 


£1  1 51 


Rental  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Borough  of  Cork,  from  1st  September,  1851,  to  31st 
August,  1852. 


Folio.  To  whom  payable. 

14G  Quit  and  crown  rents,  . 

100  Fitton  and  Barlow, 

149  W.  and  T.  Austin, 

150  Reps.  Lane,  W.  and  J.  Saunders, 

152  Edmond  Roche, 

153  George  A.  Daunt, 

154  Reps.  Abraham  Morris, 

156  Reps.  W.  P.  Harris, 

94  Reps.  Charles  Smith, 

157  George  Foster,  . . . 

158  Reps.  Jane  Jones, 

159  Reps.  W.  Lavitt,  per  J.  C.  Perry, 
93  Trustees  Greeu  Coat  Hospital,  . 

163  Sarah  Hobbs, 

98  ' Reps.  Michael  Magrath,  . 

167  Reps.  Sampson  Price, 

168'  ~Rcps.il.  Parker, perGodwin  Purcell, 

169  Michael  Roberts, 

170  Reps.  John  Browning,  . 

172  Rev.  Francis  Stawel, 

96  John  Dooly, 

172  Rev.  Francis  Stawel, 

99  Mary  Foott, 

210  Lucey  John, 

95  Edward  Downes, 

287  Thomas  Elms,  . 

357  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Savage, 

398  Rev.  George  Keyburn,  . 

395  John  Church, 


Premises. 

Lough  at  Coolymorohue,  . 

Ground,  Grand  parade  market, 
Market  ground,  Prince’s-street, 
Mansion-house, 

Ground,  Old  Exchange, 
Patrick-strcet,  formerly  Dunscombc’ 
Cattle-market, 

Ground,  Mansion-house, 

Market,  Prince’s-street, 

Guard-house,  Tuckey-street, 

Old  Fish-market,  Hanover-street, 
Tuckey’s-quay,  or  Grand  parade, 
City  hospital, 

Ground,  Mansion-house, 
Waste-ground,  Castle-street, 
Harpur’s-lane  market, 
p Huglies’-lane  market, 

Harpur’s-lane  market, 

Ground,  St.  Peter’s  market, 

Cap-well,  . 

Ground,  rere  Corn-market, 

Ground,  near  Cattle-market, 

Ground,  Old  Market-place, 
Emigration  office,  . 

Ground  at  bazaar,  . 


Ground,  Dyke  lodge. 


Annual  Amount. 
£ *.  d. 

3 6 2 
181  15 


64 


46  3 1 
46  3 1 
36  18  5£ 
32  6 2" 
31  10  0 
4 18  6 
27  13  10£ 
21  4 7 

21  4 7 
4 16  11£ 
0 18  54 

4 18  6' 

21  0 0 

9 .4  04 
7 7 8 

17  10  0 

22  10  0 
50  0 0 

18  0 0 

10  0 0 

3 0 0 

5 0 0 
12  0 0 
31  16  10 
10  0 0 

2 6 3 
5 0 0 


Amount  of  rents  payable.for  year  ending  August,  1851, 
Total  amount  paid  by  treasurer, 

Amount  of  Poor  Rates, 


£707  7 
35  16 


Difference  over  rental, 


ARREARS  PAID. 

Representatives  of  Abraham  Morris, 
' „•  W.  P.  Harris,* 

John  Dooly, 

Messrs.  Edwards  and  Savage,  . . 
Rev.  George  Keyburn, 

Anna  M.  Carew, 

John  Church  (not  in  rent-roll), 
Fractions, 

0 8 62 


£31  10  0 
2 9 3 
9 0 0 
15  0 0 

4 12  6 
2 3 10 

5 0 0 

0 0 9£ 

£69  16  4£ 


CORK, 

25t7i  November,  IS52. 

346. 

Thomas  M'Auliffe. 
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CORK, 

Wth  November,  1852. 

346. 

Thomas  M'Auliffe. 


ARREARS  INCURRED. 

Quit  and  crown  rents, 
Representatives  of  Sampson  Price, 
LuceyJolm, 


£1  13  4 

4 IS  S 

5 0 0 


Difference  over  rental,  as  above, 


110 

111 

112 

113 

114 

115 

116 
117 

119 

120 
121 

124 

125 

126 
155 
127 

104 

105 

106 
102 
135 


Bonds  and  Interest,  from  1st  September,  1 
Amount  of  Bonds  due  (D 


Representatives  of  John  Shaw, 
Rebecca  Sadleir,  . 

Trustees  Green  Coat  Hospital, 
Trustees  Green  Coat  Hospital, 
Representatives  of  Stanistreet, 
Catherine  Spaight, 

Poor  St.  Finn  Barr’s 
Trustees  Foundling  Hospital, 

Moses  Deane’s  Charity, 

Sharman,  . « . 

Pomeroy,  . 

Trustees  St.  Stephen’s  Hospital, 

Poor  St.  Mary’s  Shandon,  . 

Poor  St.  Mary’s  Shandon,  . 

C.  C.  Langworthy, 

Dan.  Meagher, 

Daniel  F.  Leahy,  . 

Daniel  F.  Leahy,  . 

Harriet  Exham,  . 

Representatives  of  Messrs.  Flaherty, 
Tresher’s  Lectures, 


133  Michael  Hennessy, 
281  John  O’Connell, 


— 11 

12 

0 

£58  4 4i 

> to  31st  August,  1852. 

351). 

5 per  Cent.  Interest 

Old  Irish  Currency. 

for  British  Money. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ s.  d. 

217 

10 

0 

10  0 9 

315 

0 

0 

14  10  9 

100 

0 

0 

4 12  3f 

30 

0 

0 

1 7 S£ 

750 

0 

0 

34  12  3 

284 

0 

0 

13  2 2£ 

25 

0 

0 

1 3 1 

300 

0 

0 

13  16  11 

1,200 

0 

0 

55  7 7i 

50 

0 

0 

2 6 2 

180 

0 

0 

8 6 2 

300 

0 

0 

13  16  11 

300 

0 

0 

13  16  11 

175 

0 

0 

8 1 7 

100 

0 

0 

4 12  3£ 

750 

0 

0 

34  12  3 

500 

0 

0 

23  1 6£ 

500 

0 

0 

23  1 6| 

450 

0 

0 

20  15  4| 

430 

0 

0 

19  16  11 

250 

0 

0 

11  10  9 

, £7,206 

10 

0 

, £6,652 

3 

1 

332  12  0 

500 

0 

0 

25  0 0 

. 3,000 

0 

0 

150  0 0 

£10,152 

3 

1 

507  12  0 

To  D.  Callaghan,  park-keeper, 
To  sundry  disbursements,  &c., 


Dr. 

£26  0 0 
50  19  3 


By  grazing  sheep,  tfcc.,  . • 

By  year’s  rent,  railway  company, 


By  loss  on  park,  . 


Cr. 

£23  5 5 
50  0 0 

£73  5 5 
3 13  10 


Expense  of  Collection  of  Gateage  Tolls,  for  year  ending  August  23rd,  1851. 


Red-forge. 

Michael  Hegarty,  52  weeks,  at  15s.,  and  £2  10s.  gratuity, 
Simon  Hegarty,  1 week,  at  7s.,  and  51  weeks,  at  8s.,  . 
Michael  Regan,  11  weeks,  at  9s., 

Edmond  Connors,  24  weeks,  at  8s.,  and  17  weeks,  at  9s., 
Coals  and  candles,  52  weeks,  at  2s.,  . 

Commons-road. 

Timothy  Callaghan,  52  weeks,  at  14s., 

Nicholas  Irwin,  52  weeks,  at  10s., 

Coals  and  candles,  9 weeks,  at  Is.,  and  43  weeks,  at  2s., 

Fair-hill. 

William  Carroll,  52  weeks,  at  7s., 

Blarney-lane. 

Henry  Keeffe,  52  weeks,  at  10s.  6d,,  . 

Coals  and  candles,  52  weeks,  at  Is.,  . 

Sunday' 8-well. 

William  Regan,  52  weeks,  at  9s.,  . . • 


£ s.  d. 

£41  10  0 
20  15  0 

4 19  0 
17  5 0 

5 4 0 

89  13  0 


£36  8 0 
26  0 0 
4 15  0 

67  3 0 


18  4 0 


27  6 0 
2 12  0 

29  18  0 


8 0 
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Brickfields. 

Ilcnry  Welstead,  52  weeks,  at  15s.,  . 

Thomas  Lynch,  52  weeks,  at  10s., 

Edward  Barry,  42  weeks,  at  5s.,  . . . 

Thomas  Welstead  and  Thomas  Brusnahan,  10  weeks,  at  4s., 
Coals  and  candles,  52  weeks,  at  2s.,  . . . 

Glanmire. 

John  Cotter,  1 week,  at  8s.,  and  51  weeks,  at  9s., 

Coals  and  candles,  52  weeks,  at  Is.,  . 

Mcicroom-road. 

William  Wren,  9 weeks,  at  12s.,  and  43  weeks,  at  13s., 
James  Carroll,  52  weeks,  at  8s., 

Coals  and  caudles,  52  weeks,  at  2s.,  . 


Green-lane. 


£ s.  d. 


£39 

0 

0 

26 

0 

0 

10 

10 

0 

2 

0 

0 

5 

4 

0 

£23 

7 

0 

2 

12 

0 

£33 

7 

0 

20 

16 

0 

5 

4 

0 

82  14  0 
25  19  0 

59  7 0 


Michael  Russell,  52  weeks,  at  9s., 


23  8 0 


Brandy-lane. 

Ilcnry  Wren,  52  weeks,  at  9s., 

Passage-road. 

William  Murphy,  52  weeks,  at  9s., 

Coals  and  candles,  52  weeks,  at  Is.,  . 

J.  Madden,  Ballinlough,  52  weeks,  at  4s., 


£23  8 0 
2 12  0 
5 4 0 


Evergreen. 

Bartholomew  Linelian,  52  weeks,  at  9s.,  • 

Coals  and  candles,  52  weeks,  at  Is.,  . 

Jeremiah  Corbett,  Friars’- «valk,  28  weeks,  at  2s.  9 d., . 
Thomas  Prior,  24  weeks;  at  2s., 

Lee-road. 


31  4 0 


£23  8 0 
2 12  0 
3 17  0 
2 8 0 

32  5 0 


Richard  Barry,  52  weeks,  at  18s.,  and  £5  gratuity,  . 
Timothy  Reardon,  52  weeks,  at  10s.,  . 

Bartholomew  Hayes,  52  weeks,  at  9s., 

Coals  and  candles,  52  weeks,  at  2s.,  . 

Granabralier. 

John  Murphy,  11  weeks,  at  8s., 

Michael  Regan,  41  weeks,  at  9s., 

Checkers  and  Superintendents. 
Cornelius  Council,  checker,  52  weeks,  at  11s.  C,d., 
Andrew  Campbell,  checker,  52  weeks,  at  11s.  (id!, 
Patrick  Barrett,  checker,  52  weeks,  at  1 Is.  0 d., 

D.  Curtin,  assistant  at  cattle-market,  and  checker,  51 
weeks,  at  13s.,  ..... 

John  Roche,  keeper  of  cattle-market,  52  weeks,  at  6s., 
Roger  Cleary,  superintendent  of  South  Roads,  52 
weeks,  at  7s.  6</.,  ..... 

C.  Lee,  superintendent  of  North  Roads,  52  weeks,  at 
Gs.  6 d.,  . . . . . 

Richard  Donovan,  superintendent  of  West  Roads,  and 
cattle- market,  52  weeks,  at  10s.,  . . 

John  M'Carthy,  general  superintendent,  and  inspector 
of  toll-books,  52  weeks,  at  30s.,  . . 

John  L.  Kemp,  inspector,  ... 


Superannuated. 

James  Scully,  52  weeks,  at  4s., 


£51  16  0 
26  0 0 
23  8 0 
5 4 0 

106  8 0 

£4  8 0 
18  9 0 

22  17  0 


29  18  0 
29  18  0 
29  18  0 

33  3 0 

15  12  0 

19  10  0 

16  18  0 

26  0 0 

78  0 0 
87  0 0 


1,001  13  0 

10  8 0 
£R012  1 0 


Return  of  Gateage 
Gross  entries, 

Freedoms,  &c.,  . . 


Expense  of  collection  (as  abov 
Rents, 

Repairs,  <&c., 


Tolls,  for  year  ending  August  23,  1851. 

£4,710  15  3 

803  19  10 

Gross  cash,  . . . £3,906  15  5 

• • £1,012  1 0 

• ...  76  6 11 

• -10  1 4 


1,09S  9 3 


Net  produce,  . . . £2  SOS  6 2 


Joiin  L.  Kemp. 

2 E 


CORK, 

doth  November,  1852, 

346. 

Thomas  M‘AulifTe. 
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Grand  Parade  Meat  Market,  Return  for  one  Year,  ending  August  27,  1851. 

£s.d.  £ s.  d. 

1  Week,  at  28  12  5 . . 28  12  '5 

1 „ 25  12  5 . * 25  12  5 

1 „ 25  5 5 .2 5 5 5 

1 „ 25  1 S . . '25  1 -8 

2 „ 25  0 5 . . 50  0 10 

1 „ 24  18  4 . .24  18  4 

1 „ 24  18  0 . . 24  18  0 

1 „ 24  16  0 . . -24  16  -0 

1 „ 24  U 4 . . 24  15  4 

2 „ 24  15  0 . .49  10  0 

1 „ 24  14  8 . . 24  14  8 

1 „ 24  14  1 . .24  14  1 

2 „ 24  14  0 . . 49  8 0 

1 „ 24  .13  8 . . 24  13  8 

1 „ 24  12  9 . . 24  12  9 

1 „ 24  12  6 . . 24  12  6 

12  „ 24  11  0 . . 294  12  t) 

1 „ 24  10  7 . . 24  10.  7 

Less — Expense  of  Staff  as  under,  ....  £176  7 0 
Half  Cost  of  Tables,  Smiths  and  Carpenters’  ( •>  />  o k 
Work,  Brooms,  iso,  . . . 192  15  5 

Net  Amount, £1,096  2 10 

Market  Staff. 

Thomas  Rogers,  inspector, £74  12  0 

John  Maher,  52  weeks,  at  10s.,  . . . . 26  0 0 

Henry  Mahony,  43  weeks,  at  10s.,  . . . . 21  10  0 

„ 2 weeks,  at  8s.  9d.,  . . . 0 17  6 

„ 4 weeks,  at  7s.  Gd.,  . . . 1 10  0 

Michael  Murphy,  beadle,  52  weeks,  at  8s.,  . . 20  16  0 

John  Horgan,  sweeper,  50  weeks,  at  8s.,  . . 20  0 0 

„ „ 2 weeks,  at  6s.  9 d.,  . . 0 13  6 

William  Walsh,  „ 52  weeks,  at  4s.,  . .10  8 0 

£176  7 0 

Thomas  Rogers,  Inspector. 


Grand  Parade  Fish,  Fowl,  and  Root  Market,  Return  for  one  Year  ending  August  27,  1851. 

£ s.  d. 

Fish  Market,  52  weeks’  produce,  . . . . . 23  2 0 

Fowl  Market,  ,,  . . . . .862 

Root  Market,  „ . . . . . 34  9 0 

* Standings,  „ 274  11  5 

Total  Amount,  . . . £340  8 7 

Market  Staff, 

Maurice  Ahern,  collector,  48  weeks,  at  9s.,  . £21  12  0 

„ „ 2 6s.  Gd.,  . 0 13  0 

Denis  Dorgan,  „ 42  „ 9s.,  , 18  18  0 

3 „ 8s.,  . 14  0 

James  Murphy,  „ 8 „ 9s.,  , 3 12  0 

45  19  5 

Net  Amount,  .....  £294  9 7 
Net  produce  of  Meat  Market,  . . £1,096  2 10 

„ Fish,  Fowl,  and  Root  Market,  294  9 7 

Lodged  to  credit  of  Treasurer,  . £1,390  12  5 

Thomas  Rogers,  Inspector. 


Return  of  Out  Markets,  for  Year  ending  August  23,  1851. 

£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

St.  Peter’s  Market,  . . .....  390  13  0 

Harper’s-lane  Market,  . . . . . 59  1 0 • 

Meal  Market,  . ....  •• - . . . 15  10  0 

North.  Main-street  Market,  . . . . 51  15  0 

.Carried  .forward,  . . 516  19  6 

* Standings  include  Vegetable,  Fowl,  Butter,  Tripe,  and  Fish  Stalls. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1 Week,  at  24 

9 

9 

. 24 

9 

9 

3 „ 24 

8 

6 

. 73 

5 

6 

1 „ 24 

7 

11 

. 24 

7 

11 

2 „ 24 

7 

6 

. 48 

15 

0 

1 „ 24 

4 

5 

. 24 

4 

5 

3 „ 24 

3 

10  . 

. 72 

11 

6 

1 „ 24 

3 

9 

. 24 

3 

9 

2 „ 24 

2 

0 

. 48 

4 

0 

3 „ 23 

17 

7 

. 71 

12 

9 

1 „ 23 

17 

0 

. 23 

17 

0 

1 „ 23 

9 

7 

. 23 

9 

7 

1 „ 21 

18 

5 

. 21 

18 

5 

52  Weeks, 

£1,276 

8 

3 

15  Months’  rent  of  shop  in  | i o i n n 
Prince’s-atreet,  . . ( 


Total  Amount,  . 1,288  18  3 


CORK, 

%ith  November,  1852. 

346. 

Thomas  M'Auliffe. 
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Charges- 


-D.  Casey, 

John  Connor, 
Michael  Roche, 
John  Byrnes, 

J.  Harrington, 
Jer.  Corbett, 
Denis  Delany, 
Watchman, 


Sundry  Repairs, 


Saint  Finn  Barr’s  Market, 

Saint  John’s  Market,  Douglas-street, 


Michael  Lucey,  52 
M.  Lynch,  52 

Watchman,  52 


Sundry  Repairs, 


Charges — Richard  Donovai 
John  Roche, 
Patrick  Cahill, 
Watchman, 


Sundry  Repairs, 


Blackpool  Market, 

Charges — C.  Lee,  52  v 

Watchman,  52 


Leitrim  Market, 


£ s. 

d. 

forward,  . 

at  22s.  6 d., 

58  10 

0 

9s., 

. 23  8 

0 

8s., 

. 20  16 

0 

8s.,  ■ . 

. 20  16 

0 

8s., 

. 20  16 

0 

8s., 

. 11  4 

0 

8s., 

. 9 12 

0 

I0d.,  . 

. 2 3 

4 

167  5 

4 

. 3 12 

— 

. 106  19 

84 

. 13  14 

4 

. 15s., 

. 39  0 

0 

8s., 

. 20  16 

0 

6 d., 

. 1 6 

0 

Gd., 

. 1 6 

0 

62  8 

0 

. 1 4 

5 

’at’ 12s.  Gd., 

.’  32  10 

0 

2s.,  . 

. 5 4 

0 

Is.,  . 

. 2 12 

0 

6 d.,  . 

. 0 11 

0 

40  17 

~0~ 

. 3 2 

9. 

.’  26  0 

0 

■>  ' 

. 2 3 

4 

£ s. 
516  19 


- 57  1 10f 


John  L.  Kemp,  superintendent,  .... 
Sundry  General  Repairs, 

John  Keleher,  watchman  at  Bazaar,  24  weeks,  at  2s.  6 cl., 
Mary  Whelan,  checking  weight  of  boat  potatoes,-  9 weeks 
and  2 days,  at  4s.,  . 


52  0 0 
4 12  1 
3 0 0 


Net  Produce, 


£440  15  10 
John  L.  Kemp. 


Pro  Forma  Balance  Sheet,  showing  approximately  the  Annual  Surplus  Revenue  of  the  Corporation 
of  Cork,  to  December  2,  1851. 


Dr. 

Gross  Produce  Grand  Parade  Markets, 
Gross  Produce  Out  Markets, , 


Less — Annual  average  repairs, 
Gas,  . 

Pipe  Water,  . 

City  and  Poor  Rates, 


Gross  Produce  of  Tolls, 

Less — Rent  of  Toll  Houses,  . 
Average  Repairs, 

Coals  and  Candles, 


£80 


0 0 
0 0 


Corn  Market  Trustees, 

Pipe  Water  Dividends,  . 
Mayor’s  Coal-Dues, 

Average  proportion  Police  Fines, 
Rents  receivable, 

Freemen’s  admissions, 

City  Park,  ... 


£ 

s. 

d.  £ s. 

d. 

1,629  6 

10 

808  IS 

3 

2,43S  5 

~i 

. 150 

15 

0 

. 55 

4 

7 

8 

8 

0 

. 363 

12 

0 

— 

— 577  19 

7 

W 5 

~~6 

. 3,907 

5 

5 

136  8 0 

3,770 

17 

5 

450 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

105 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

1,234 

4 

7 

5 

5 

0 

20 

0 

0 

£7,745  12  6 
2 E 2 


CORK, 

25 th  November,  1852. 

346. 

Thomas  M'Auliffe. 
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CORK, 

25th  November,  1852. 

si6. 

Thomas  M'Auliffe. 


Pro  Forma  Balance  Sheet,  showing  approximately  the  Annual  Surplus  Revenue  of  the  Corporation 


of  Cork,  to  December 
Charities. 


1 85 1 — continued. 


Orphan  Asylums, 

Poor  Freemen, 
Dispensary, 

North  Infirmary, 

South  Infirmary, 

Fever  Hospital, 

Blind  Asylum, 

Lying-in  Hospital, 

Pipe  water  for  the  poor, 


Bartholomew  Gibbings, 
John  Besuard, 


Compensations. 


Rents  Payable,  . 

Interest  on  Bonds,  . , 

Average  Law  Expenses, 
Incidentals, 

Insurances,  . 

Printing,  Stationery,  and  Stamps, 
Advertisements,  &c., 

Salaries,  . . • 

Wages  and  Superannuations, 
Revision  Expenses, 

North  and  South  Main  Streets, 
Extra  Repairs,  Market  Houses,  <fcc.. 
Hansard’s  Parliamentary  Papers, 
Market  Staff, 

Toll  Staff, 

School  of  Design,  . 

Mayor’s  Office, 

Public  Clock, 

Average  Yearly  Extra  Grants, 
Mardyke  Expenses, 

Approximate  Balance, 


, £ s.  ■ 
100  0 
4S  0 


55  G 10 
55  6 10 


• 185 

4 

0 

~ 333~ 

IT 

1 

- 110 

13 

8 

G88 

12 

8 

507 

8 

7 

300 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

80 

o 

0 

120 

0 

0 

1,390 

10 

0 

268 

0 

0 

170 

0 

0 

80 

0 

0 

250 

0 

0 

16 

12 

0 

553 

17 

4 

1,017 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

13 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

6,399 

TT 

3 

1,346 

4 

3 

£7,745 

7T 

~6 

Salaries,  1852. 
Yearly. 

The  Mayor,  . 

The  Recorder,  ...... 

Treasurer,  ..... 

Town  Clerk,  ..... 

Mayor’s  Secretary, 

Water  Bailiff,  . 

Auditors,  - 
Warden,  Blackrock  Castle, 

Sword  Bearer,  .... 

Council  Room  Keeper, 

Weekly  Wages. 

Mayor’s  Office,  James  Coleman, 

„ Laurence  Lynch, 

„ Edmond  Rum, 

„ Julia  Hubbard, 

Lough  Keeper,  Edward  Angleton, 

Park  Keeper,  Denis  O’Callaghan,  • 

Police  Court  Keeper,  Thomas  Fitzgerald, 

Lady’s  Well  Keeper,  Bart.  Morony, 

Mardyke  Keeper,  James  Hutchins, 

Superannuated. 

Jeremiah  Kingston,  .... 
John  Hobbs,  . . . . 

John  Martin,  . 

John  Forster,  ..... 
Isaac  Bass,  . • • 

Thomas  Eason,  . ... 


Corporation  Officers, 
Market  Staff,  . 
Tolls’  Staff,  . 


Daniel  Meagher. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

. 500 

0 

0 

. 250 

0 

0 

. 200 

0 

0 

. 250 

0 

0 

. 52 

10 

0 

. 20 

0 

0 

. 60 

0 

0 

. 40 

0 

0 

. 10 

0 

0 

. 8 

0 

0 

. 0 

15 

6 

. 0 

10 

6 

. 0 

8 

0 

. 0 

3 

0 

. 0 

3 

0 

. 0 

10 

0 

. 0 

3 

6 

. 0 

5 

6 

• P 

5 

0 

. 0 

5 

4 

. 0 

3 

4 

. 0 

8 

4 

. 0 

5 

0 

. 0 

10 

0 

. 0 

4 

0 

5 0 0— 


1,650  10  0 
553  17  4 
1,017  0 0 
£3221  7 4 
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City  Charities,  one  Year,  ending  August  31,  1851. 

£ *.  d. 

City  Charities,  . . . . . . 333  14  0 

Industrial  School,  and  Association  for  Native  Industry,  . . 50  0 0 


£383  14  0 


CORK, 

25 th  November,  1852. 

846. 

Thomas  M'Auliffe. 


Mallow,  November  25,  1852.  MALLOW 

Mr.  Homan  Haines  examined.  ~r,th  November, y 1852. 

3626.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Mallow.  347. 

3627.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I lease  the  tolls  of  the  fairs  and  markets  here.  Mr-  IIon,an  Haines. 

3628.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  are  the  fairs  and  markets  here  held  ? — Under  a 
very  old  patent,  of  which  I do  not  know  the  date. 

3629.  Who  is  the  owner  or  patentee  of  this  market? — Sir  Denham  Norreys  is  the 
patentee,  and  I hold  by  lease  from  him  for  a term  of  seven  years,  about  six  of  which  have 
expired. 

3630.  How  often  is  the  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market-days? — Twice  a week — 

Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  which  are  the  days  mentioned  in  the  patent. 

3631.  How  many  fairs  are  held  under  the  patent  ? — There  arc  five  fairs  held  under  the 
patent,  and  the  day  before  each  of  these  fairs  there  is  a fair  held  for  the  sale  of  pigs. 

3632.  Are  the  market-places  enclosed,  and  is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  con- 
fined to  them  ? — There  are  two  enclosed  market-places,  one  for  corn,  and  another  for  pigs. 

There  is  some  corn  sold  outside  the  market  in  the  streets. 

3633.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  fairs  and  markets  ? — They  are.  I beg  to  hand  in  a list  of 
the  tolls  levied  in  the  fairs  and  markets  here. — [ The  following  is  the  list  handed  in  by 
witness. ] 


A Schedule  of  the  Tolls,  Customs,  and  Duties  in  the  Town  and  Manor  of  Mallow,  on  Fair-days 
and  Market-days,  claimed  by  Mr.  IIoman  Haines  as  the  lessee  thereof. 


Fair-days. 

s.  d. 

For  each  horse,  mare,  gelding,  or  mule,  0 6 
„ cow,  bullock,  bull,  ox,  or  heifer,  0 G 
„ yearling  or  calf,  . .04 

„ sheep,  ram,  goat,  or  slink  calf,  0 1 

„ pig,  . . .03 

„ suckling  pig,  . .01 

„ pedlar  or  dealer’s  coveredstand,  0 10 
„ ditto  uncovered,  . 0 4 

„ shoe,  brogue,  breeches  maker, 

hatter,  cooper,  or  turner’s 
stand,  . . . 0 10 

„ load  of  wool  manufactured, 

timber,  or  other  tollable 
goods,  . . . 0 10 

„ load  of  fruit  or  vegetables,  . 0 3 

For  a single  piece  of  frieze  or  flannel,  . 0 G 

,,  two  pieces  of  do.  do.  . 0 10 

„ three  do.  do.  .11 

For  each  stand  of  all  tollable  goods  not 

mentioned  above,  . 0 4 

The  foregoing  charges  will,  in  the 
following  instances,  bo  reduced  by  the 
purchase  of  tickets,  which  can  be  had 
on  application  to  thelesseoor  his  collec- 
tor’s, at  the  following  rates,  namely  : — 


Each  horse,  mare,  gelding,  or  mule,  . 0 2 
„ cow,  bullock,  bull,  ox,  or  heifer,  0 2 
„ yearling  or  calf,  . . 0 1| 

„ pig,  . . . .01 

„ suckling  pig,  . . . 0 0| 

„ piece  of  frieze  or  flannel,  . 0 3 


Market-days. 

F or  each  barrel  of  wheat  of  twenty  stone,  0 5 
„ barrel  of  barley  of  thirty-six 

stone,  . . .05 

„ barrel  of  oats  of  thirty-three 

stone,  . . .05 

„ small  quantity  under  two  stone,  0 01 
„ load  of  cabbage,  vegetables,  or 

fruit,  . . .03 


November  23,1852. 


s.  d. 

For  each  firkin  or  keg  of  butter,  .01, 
,,  load  of  potatoes,  and  so  in  pro- 
portion for  a less  quantity,  0 5 
do.,  for  stallage  and  weighing 

on  days  not  market-days,  . 0 4 

„ basket  of  butter,  . .0  0^ 

„ churn  or  two  pails  of  sour  milk,  0 01- 

„ pail  of  sweet  milk,  id.,  or  one 

pint,  . . . 0 0i 

„ horse,  cow,  or  other  beast,  . 0 4 

„ pig,  . - • .02 

„ suckling  do.,  . .01 

„ sheep,  lamb,  goat,  or  slink 

calf,  . . .01 

„ lamb,  until  July,  . . 0 01 

„ horse,  cow  skin,  &c.,  . 0 1 

„ calf  skin,  . . . 0 0J- 

,,  lot  of  geese,  turkeys,  or  ducks,  0 1 

,,  lot  of  chickens,  . . 0 01 

„ to  pedlar  or  buxter,  . .01 

„ car  with  meat  or  butter,  . 0 4 

„ load  of  fish,  . .01 

„ standing  of  clothes,  hardware, 

or  other  commodities,  . 0 1 

Furniture,  tallow,  honey,  or  other  toll- 
able articles  not  mentioned 
above,  for  each  20s.  worth,  0 3 

The  following  reduced  or  commuted 
market  tolls  will  be  received  subject  to 
the  observance  by  the  public  of  the 
several  market  regulations  which  the 
clerk  of  the  market  is  directed  to  en- 
force : — 

For  each  barrel  of  wheat  of  twenty  stone,  0 3 
„ „ barley  of  sixteen  do.,  0 2 

„ ,,  oats  of  fourteeu  do.,  0 2 

„ load  of  potatoes,  and  so  in  pro- 
portion for  a less  quantity, 
for  custom,  &c.,  weighing,  0 4 
,,  do.,  for  stallage,  &c.,  weighing 
potatoes  on  days  not  market- 
days,  . . .03 

pig.  • ■ -01 

Thomas  Harding. 
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3634.  Are  the  tolls  levied  in  the  market  upon  goods  whether  they  are  sold  or  not  ? — 
They  are  only  levied  if  the  article  is  sold. 

3635.  Are  the  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  seller  ? — By  the  seller  on  market-days,  and  the 
buyer  on  fair-days. 

3636.  Do  you  levy  tolls  upon  articles  sold  in  the  town  whether  they  are  brought  into 
the  market  or  not  ? — We  do  on  market-days,  and  on  other  days  we  charge  tolls  only  upon 
what  is  sold  in  the  market. 

3637.  Are  there  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights  in  the  market  ? — 
There  are ; corn,  potatoes,  and  every  thing  else  that  is  sold  in  the  town  are  weighed  in 
our  scales. 

3638.  What  rent  do  you  pay  for  the  tolls  ? — I only  pay  a nominal  rent  for  them,  and  if 
the  tolls  do  not  amount  to  what  I have  agreed  to  pay,  Sir  Denham  Norroys  makes  a reduc- 
tion of  the  rent. 

3639.  Are  tolls  levied  upon  cattle  entering  or  leaving  the  fair  ? — Upon  cattle  that  are 
sold  when  leaving  it.  We  issue  tickets,  which  any  person  having  bought  cattle  in  the  fair 
can  obtain  on  the  ground  by  paying  one-third  of  the  toll  marked  upon  the  toll-board,  and 
any  driver  producing  this  ticket  to  the  men  at  the  gap  is  passed  by  them.  If  the  driver 
says  the  cattle  are  not  sold,  we  take  his  word  for  it,  and  do  not  require  him  to  take  any 
Oath  or  touch  any  thing  to  clear  them.  I have  a clause  of  surrender  in  my  lease  of  the. 
tolls  at  the  end  of  each  year. 

Mr.  Thomas  Healy  examined. 

Mr.  Thomas  Healy.  . 3540.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  under-agent  to  Sir  Denham  Norreys. 

3641.  Has  there  been  a sworn  weighmaster  appointed? — There  is  a weighmaster,  but 
he  has  not  been  sworn : he  was  appointed  by  the  patentee,  but  is  paid  by  the  lessee. 
There  are  a sufficient  number  of  beams,  scales,  and  weights,  in  the  market;  there  is  also 
a weigh-bridge  on  which  hay  and  straw  are  weighed. 

3642.  Is  any  charge  made  for  weighing  agricultural  produce  in  the  market  scales  ? — 
No ; there  is  no  charge  for  weighing,  independent  of  tolls.  We  offer  to  weigh  them  before 
selling,  and  to  charge  them  nothing  unless  their  corn  is  sold. 

3643.  Is  any  corn  weighed  at  the  merchants’  stores  ? — There  are  no  merchants’  stores 
in  this  town. 

3644.  State  the  system  of  weighing  in  this  market. — Corn  is  weighed  with  a cast  of  the 
beam,  the  scale  need  not  touch  the  ground ; the  smallest  weight  used  is  two  pounds  ; there 
is  two  pounds  beamage  deducted  from  each  draught,  and' two  pounds  tret  on  each  hundred- 
weight. There  is  often  more  than  a barrel  in  a draught.  We  make  up  the  ticket  gross, 
and  give  it  to  the  seRer ; we  do  not  make  up  the  amount  to  bo  paid.  The  merchant 
generally  tares  the  sacks,  and  deducts  their  exact  weight  from  the  gross  weight,  and  pays 
for  the  odd  pounds. 

3645.  Does  the  weighmaster  keep  a book,  in  which  he  enters  the  nature,  quantity,  and 
price,  of  all  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  market,  and  does  the  buyer  or  seller  receive 
a copy  of  such  entry  ? — He  keeps  a book  in  which  he  enters  the  sellers  name,  the  number 
of  sacks,  and  the  price  per  barrel,  and  gives  a copy  of  this  entry  to  the  seller.  The  beamage 
is  struck  off  the  gross  weight  before  the  docket  is  given.  There  is  a copy  kept  by  the 
weighmaster,  so  that  if  the  seller  lose  the  docket,  a duplicate  can  be  given  to  him. 

3646.  Could  Government  be  furnished  with  a return  of  the  nature,  quantity,  price,  and 
amount,  of  all  agricultural  produce  sold  in  a year? — They  could. 

3647.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  potatoes?— We  weigh  them  by  the  weight  of 
twenty-one  pounds:  we  weigh  down  weight ; the  scales  must  touch  the  ground  ; and  we. 
make  no  deductions,  and  never  weigh  less  than  a half  weight  of  twenty-one  pounds  ; we 
will  weigh  them  in  sacks,  if  required. 

3648.  Is  there  any  butter  sold  in  this  market  ? — There  are  no  fir-kins  of  butter  sold  here. 
The  only  butter  sold  in  this  town  is  brought  in  in  baskets,  and  is  not  weighed  in  the 
market. 

3649-  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  wool? — Wool  is  weighed  at  standing  beam  to 
the  pound,  but  there  is  very  little  weighed  in  this  market. 

3650.  If  a large  quantity  of  potatoes  was  weighed  in  separate  weights  of  twenty-one 
pounds  each,  would  not  the  seller  loso  a good  deal  by  giving  down  weight  on  each  draught  ? 
— No ; for  the  scales  are  so  finely  balanced,  that  a single  potato  will  bring  them  from 
standing  beam  to  the  ground. 

3651.  What  is  the  charge  for  weighing  potatoes? — :The  charge  is  5d.  toll  for  a cart- 
load, on  market-days,  which  includes  weighing ; but  this  toll  has  been  lessened  latterly, 
and  3d.  is  the  charge  for  weighing  on  other  than  market-days.  I have  to  remark,  while  on 
the  subject  of  potatoes,  that  there  are  women  who  buy  up  the  potatoes  from  the  farmers 
coming  in,  and  put  some  into  a bag,  and  weigh  it,  and  measure  the  others  by  it,  and  do 
not  weigh  the  others. 

3652-  Whom  do  you  employ  to  collect  the  tolls  on  butter? — They  are  levied  in  the 
street  by  a confidential  woman,  employed  by  Mr.  Haines  to  collect  tolls  on  small  articles 
for  him.  If  she  is  not  paid  the  money,  she  may  take  a print  or  other  small  quantity  of 
butter  instead  : the  charge  is  only  bd.  a basket.  There  is  no  toll  on  eggs ; and  the  toll 
on  milk  is  bd.  the  churn ; a pint  of  milk  is  sometimes  given  instead  of  the  toll.  One  penny 
is  the  toll  on  a basket  of  fish,  and  there  is  only  the  same  charge  for  a cart-load.  We  charge 
a toll  for  fowl,  but  would  not  charge  for  one  by  itself.  The  woman  who  collects  regulates 
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the  charges.  The  charge  upon  stockings  has  been  done  away  with.  We  do  not  levy  the 
whole  amount  of  tolls  furnished,  as  you  will  see  by  referring  to  the  note  at  the  foot. 

3653.  Do  you  charge  3d.  in  the  pound  for  every  article  not  specified  in  the  toll-board  ? 
—We  formerly  did,  but  now  some  things  are  not  charged  at  all. 

3654.  Do  you  charge  for  standings  ? — There  is  a charge  for  standings  only  on  market  or 
fair  days,  and  then  id.  is  the  charge  for  covered  standings;  1 d.  would  be  charged  for  a 
a table  set  up  in  the  street  only  on  those  days ; frieze  also  is  only  charged  on  market-days 
3d.  toll. 

3655.  Would  it  not  he  better  to  alter  the  schedule  of  tolls  to  what  you  do  really  levy, 
as  at  present  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  collectors  charging  the  whole  amount  on  the 
board  ? — I do  not  think  they  would  venture  to  do  so,  as  they  know  they  would  be  dismissed 
for  doing  so. 

3656.  Is  corn  sold  by  the  barrel  ? — It  is ; a barrel  of  wheat  consists  of  twenty  stone ; 
a barrel  of  oats,  fourteen  stone ; a barrel  of  barley,  sixteen  stone  ; and  a barrel  of  potatoes 
consists  of  forty-eight  weights  of  twenty-one  pounds  each;  but  potatoes  are  not  sold  by 
the  barrel.  The  present  reduced  toll  charged  upon  fourteen  stone  of  oats,  and  sixteen 
stone  of  barley  is  2d.,  and  3d.  upon  twenty  stone  of  wheat. 

3657.  Of  what  does  a stone  consist? — It  is  fourteen  pounds  always,  except  in  the  case 
of  wool;  and  a hundred-weight  is  always  calculated  at  112  pounds. 

3658.  Are  the  fairs  here  large  ? — They  are  ; and  tolls  are  levied  on  the  day  before  the  one 
appointed  by  the  patent,  upon  pigs  which  are  sold  the  day  before  the  regular  fairs,  for  the 
convenience  of  farmers : nothing  but  pigs  are  sold  on  these  days. 

3659.  Is  the  fair-green  enclosed  ? — Yes;  there  is  a large  fair-green,  which  is  sufficiently 
well  enclosed. 

3660.  How  do  you  ascertain  whether  cattle  are  sold  or  not  in  the  fairs  ? — We  have  to 
trust  the  word  of  the  drivers  of  the  cattle  as  to  that  fact. 

3661.  What  proportion  of  the  cattle  going  into  the  fairs  do  you  think  pays  toll? — I 
should  say  about  half. 

3662.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  better  to  levy  a moderate  toll  upon  all  cattle  entering 
the  fair,  instead  of  the  present  toll  upon  all  cattle  sold  when  leaving  it  ? — I think  the  former 
would  be  a very  great  improvement ; that  is  the  system  of  levying  tolls  at  Cahirmee  fair, 
in  this  county,  which  has  been  greatly  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietor  of  that  fair.  I am 
sure  Sir  Denham  Norreys  will  adopt  the  same  system  if  the  people  wish  ; I do  not,  however, 
think  they  would  like  it. 

3663.  Was  not  Sir  Denham  Norreys  right  under  his  patent  disputed  at  one  time  ? — Yes. 
The  people  tried  to  hold  another  fair  in  Ballydahon,  one  of  the  suburbs  of  this  town,  as 
they  thought  the  tolls  levied  by  Sir  Denham  were  too  high;  and  in  consequence  of  an 
informality  in  the  lease  of  the  tolls  to  the  then  lessee  of  the  fairs,  they  attempted  to  set 
up  a fair  of  their  own.  The  lessee  then  proceeded  against  the  buyers  and  sellers  at  these 
fairs,  and  the  result  was,  that  a compromise  was  entered  into  between  the  parties.  The 
people  gave  up  holding  the  opposition  fairs,  and  Sir  Denham  Norreys  lowered  the  tolls 
in  his. 

3664.  Are  potatoes  weighed  every  day  in  the  market? — Yes ; the  man  who  attends  the 
weigh-bridge  weighs  potatoes  every  day. 

3665.  What  is  the  charge  for  weighing  hay  and  straw  ? — Six-pence  a load  for  hay,  and 
id.  a load  for  straw ; these  are  weighing  charges ; there  is  no  toll  for  either  hay  or  straw. 

Margaret  Sheehan  examined. 

3666.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Ballydahon. 

3667.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I collect  the  small  tolls  on  the  market  and  fair-days 
in  this  town. 

3668.  Can  you  read  or  write  ? — No  ; I cannot. 

3669.  How,  then,  do  you  know  what  tolls  to  collect  ? — I am  told  what  to  charge,  and  I 
remember  them. 

3670.  Upon  what  do  you  collect  the  tolls  ? — Upon  milk,  butter,  fowl — such  as  geese 
and  turkeys — and  fish. 

3671.  What  are  the  tolls  charged  on  these? — One  penny  upon  each  lot  of  fowl ; if  only 
one  turkey,  I would  only  charge  a halfpenny ; there  is  a halfpenny  charged  on  each  pail 
of  milk,  and  Id.  upon  each  load  of  fish ; I am  very  seldom  paid  any  thing  for  a basket  of 
fish ; I demand  it  very  often,  but  I do  not  get  it ; there  is  Id.  levied  for  the  smallest  quantity 
of  butter  brought  into  the  town  for  sale,  and  1 d.  for  large  and  small  bundles  of  flannel ; I 
charge  3d.  in  the  pound  for  all  furniture  sold ; the  charge  in  the  street  is  the  same  as  in 
the  market ; there  is  a charge  of  3d.  on  a horse-load  of  fruit  or  turnips. 

3672.  If  a woman  had  a basket  of  fruit  for  sale  on  her  arm  would  you  charge  her  ? — I 
would  not,  unless  she  set  them  down  to  sell  them,  and  then  I would  charge  \d. ; I get  1(7. 
on  a lump  of  butter. 

3673.  Do  you  ever  take  pledges  from  the  people  ? — Sometimes,  when  I see  them  selling, 
and  they  will  not  pay  me,  I take  a print  of  butter  or  something  of  that  kind,  but  never 
clothes ; they  sometimes,  when  they  see  me  coming  to  collect  the  tolls,  run  into  a shop, 
and  I cannot  charge  them  there. 

3674.  What  is  the  greatest  amount  you  ever  collected  in  a day? — I never  collected 
more  than  5s.,  and  sometimes  as  little  as  Is.  8 d. ; there. is  no  toll  paid  on  stockings. 

3675.  Do  you  ever  collect  more  toll  than  is  marked  on  the  board  ? — Never;  and  a great 
many  do  not  pay  any  toll. 
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William  Daly. 
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Daniel  Rullaglian. 
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Mr.  Richard  Wynne. 


353. 

Thos.  Ware,  esq.  J.r. 


TIPPERARY, 
20th  November,  1852. 

m 

James  Reardon. 


William  Daly  examined. 

3676.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — I live  in  this  town,  and  buy  corn  here  ; I concur  in  most 
of  the  statements  made  by  the  witnesses. 

3677.  Have  you  any  observations  to  make  as  to  the  management  of  this  market  ? — The 
corn  market  is  generally  conducted  well,  but  the  tolls  are  too  high  ; if  the  charges  were 
less,  the  receipts  would  be  greater ; a great  deal  of  corn  is  not  sold  on  the  market-days,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  tolls. 

3678.  Do  you  not  think  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  private  stores  objectionable  ? — I 
do  not. 

3679.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 
efficient  staff,  and  under  the  supervision  of  a sworn  weighmaster,  in  which  all  the  agricul- 
tural produce  sold  in  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I would  ; I think  every  thing 
ought  to  be  weighed  in  a public  market. 

3680.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  weigh  standing  beam,  with  one  pound  weight,  and  abolish 
all  deductions  except  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack  ? — There  could  be  no  objection 
to  this,  if  it  was  made  general  everywhere. 

3681.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  tolls,  weights,  and  measures  over  the 
whole  country  ?— I would ; and  I think  it  would  be  much  better  to  sell  corn  everywhere  by 
the  stone. 

3682.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  ? — It  is  the  same  as  is  practised  in  the  market; 
I make  up  the  amount  of  money  to  be  paid  to  the  seller  upon  the  ticket,  and  tare  the 
sack ; the  deduction  on  a barrel  of  wheat  is  seven  pounds ; we  weigh  with  a turn  of  the 
beam ; it  need  not  touch  the  ground ; if  it  touches,  1 put  two  pounds  into  the  scale. 


Daniel  Rullaglian  examined. 

3683.  Do  you  concur  with  the  last  witness  as  to  the  advantages  that  would  result  from 
a general  market  such  as  1 described  ?— I do ; I also  concur  with  him  in  thinking  the  pre- 
sent tolls  in  the  market  are  too  high. 


Mr.  Richard  Wynne  examined. 

36S4  Where  do  you  reside  ?— In  this  town  ; I am  an  auctioneer  and  valuator  ; I generally 
concur  in  what  has  been  said  as  to  the  establishment  of  general  markets ; I was  a corn 
buyer  in  Cork,  and  found  that  other  parties  could  pay  Is.  a barrel  higher  than  I could,  by 
eettine  over  weight:  all  corn  should  be  weighed  in  the  market;  I got  corn  winch  one 
merchant  weighed  and  I found  a difference  of  four  stone  m one  load ; I have  not  found 
many  mistake!  occurring  in  the  public  market  scales  : I do  not  always  weigh  my  corn  in 
the  market  scales  ; all  the  corn  is  weighed  in  the  market  on  the  market-days. 

3685.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  all  agricultural  produce  at  standing  beam,  with 
one  pound  weight,  abolishing  all  deductions  except  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack  ? 
—I  would  • and  I think  corn  ought  to  be  sold  by  the  stone  all  over  the  country. 

3686.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  as  to  the  weighing  m the  private  stores  ? — 1 have 

heard  complaints,  but  not  lately.  ......  ,, 

3687  Do  you  buy  at  the  fairs?— I do ; and  I quite  agree  with  your  suggestion  that  tolls 
should  be  charged  on  all  cattle  entering  the  fairs  instead  of  the  present  system  ; a much 
smaller  toll  would  then  be  necessary. 


Thomas  Ware,  esq.,  j.p.,  examined. 

3688.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  or  suggestions  as  to  the  markets  and  fairs  of  this 

town  ? I have  to  state  that  1 should  be  strongly  in  favour  of  having  the  t olls  at  fairs  levied 

upon  cattle  entering  in  the  manner  you  mentioned ; this  system  of  paying  upon  cattie  going 
into  the  fairs  is  practised  at  Cahirmce,  and  gives  great  satisfaction  to  all  parties , I generally 
concur  in  the  statements  made  by  the  witnesses;  1 should  be  m favour  of  a general  market 
such  as  vou  propose,  and  that  corn  should  be  weighed  standing  beam  with  one  pound 
weight,  and  abolish  all  deductions  except  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack. 

3689  Do  you  not  think  that  a proprietor,  whether  of  fairs  or  markets,  should  not  bo 
entitled  to  levy  tolls  in  them,  respectively,  unless  he  provided  proper  accommodation  in 

return  ? I would  not  allow  him  to  receive  tolls  unless  there  was  value  given  in  return  ; 1 

think  it  right  to  say  that  there  are  much  fewer  complaints  of  the  fairs  and  markets  since 
Mr.  Haines  became  the  lessee  of  the  tolls. 


Tipperary,  November  26,  1852. 

James  Reardon  examined. 

3690.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — I reside  in  this  town. 

3691.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  lessee  of  the  tolls  of  the  markets  and  fairs  here. 

3692.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  is  this  market  held  ? — I do  not  know  the  parti- 
culars, but  am  aware  that  there  is  a patent.  T tj  i e vi  v 

3693.  Who  is  the  owner  or  patentee  of  this  market? — Mr.  James  Hugh  Smith,  barony 

of  Foaty,  in  the  county  Cork.  , 

3694.  How  often. is  this  market  held,  and  what  are  the  market  days  l—  Ihursdays  and 
Saturdays  are  the  market-days  prescribed  by  the  patent. 
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3695.  Are  tolls  collected  in  this  market  ? — Tolls  are  collected  in  the  market  on 
Thursdays,  but  not  on  Saturdays. 

3696.  What  are  the  tolls  charged  ? — I will  give  a copy  of  the  tolls  printed  upon  the  toll- 
hoard. — [ The  following  is  the  copy  furnished  by  the  witness ] : — 

A Schedule  of  Tolls  and  Customs  payable  in  the  Town  of  Tipperary. 


On  Fair-days. 


a. 

Horse,  ox,  or  cow,  . . .6 

Two-year-old  ditto,  . . .4 

Yearlings,  . . . .3 

Sheep,  goat,  lamb,  or  calf,  . . I 

Pig  (value  10s.),  . . .3 

Under  ditto,  . . . .1 

Turf,  per  load,  . . . .1 

Butter,  per  cask,  . . .1 

Standings,  . . . .10 

"Weighing  under  one  hundred-weight,  . 04 
Ditto,  over  one  hundred- weight,  . 1 


On  Market-days. 


Horse,  ox,  or  cow,  . . .3 

Two-year-old  ditto,  . . .2 

Yearlings,  . . . .1 

Sheep,  goat,  lamb,  or  calf,-  . . (j£ 

Pig  (value  10s.)  . . . .2 

Ditto,  under  10s.  • . .1 

Turf,  per  load,  . . . ,1 

Butter,  per  cask,  . . .1 

Standings,  . . . .2 

Weighing  under  one  hundred-weight,  . 0£ 
Ditto  over  one  hundred-weight,  . . 1 


.Tames  Hugh  Smith  Barry,  Esq.  proprietor. 
James  Reardon,  Collector. 


3697.  Are  tolls  charged  oil  any  other  than  market-days? — No  ; they  are  not. 

3698.  Are  the  tolls  paid  by  the  buyers  or  sellers  ? — Tolls  are  paid  by  the  sellers  on  all 
agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  market,  and  by  the  buyer  on  all  cattle  sold  in  the  market, 
and  upon  every  thing  sold  in  the  fairs. 

3699.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ? — No  ; there  is  not ; the  market  is  held  in  the 
streets.  There  is  a market-house,  which  is  large  enough  for  its  purpose. 

3700.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  this  town  weighed  and  sold  in  the  market  ? — 
No  ; a great  portion  of  the  corn  sold  is  weighed  and  sold  in  the  merchants’  stores.  There 
is  a market-place  behind  the  market-house,  containing  about  one  Irish  acre. 

3701.  Would  it  be  large  enough  if  all  the  agricultural  produce  brought  into  the  town  for 
sale  was  brought  into  it  ? — It  would. 

3702.  Is  butter  sold  in  this  town? — There  is  a butter  market  which  belongs  to  private 
parties.  There  is  only  one  public  market-place. 

3703.  Has  there  been  a sworn  weighmaster  appointed  under  4th  Anne,  cap.  14? — I 
am  the  weighmaster  of  the  market,  but  I have  never  taken  any  oath. 

3704.  Are  there  beams,  scales,  and  weights  in  the  market? — There  are  for  both  com 
and  potatoes. 

3705.  Is  there  a weigh-bridge  ? — No  ; there  is  not. 

3706.  Are  any  of  the  men  employed  under  you  to  weigh,  sworn  ? — No ; they  are  not. 

3707.  Is  there  any  charge  for  weighing  corn  in  the  market? — No ; the  charges  in  the 
market  are  for  tolls,  not  for  weighing.  There  is  no  charge  besides.  All  corn  and  potatoes 
that  come  into  market  have  to  pay  whether  they  weigh  or  not ; but  they  may  come  into 
the  street,  and  not  pay.  In  that  case  they  are  charged  toll  only  if  they  are  sold. 

3708.  I see  by  the  toll-board  that  you  charge  a toll  upon  turf.  Are  you  aware  that  such 
toll  is  illegal  ? — No  ; I never  heard  it  was. 

3709.  How  long  are  the  tolls  leased? — I think  it  is  more  than  sixty  years  since  they 
were  first  let. 

3710.  From  what  was  the  present  toll-hoard  made  out? — I do  not  know,  the  charges 
upon  it  are  exactly  the  same  as  I found  them. 

3711.  Do  you  make  a charge  for  anything  that  is  not  upon  the  toll-board? — No,  I 
never  do. 

3712.  Do  you  also  rent  the  tolls  of  the  fairs? — I do.  There  are  only  four  fairs  held  in 
this  town  in  the  year:  the  5th  of  April,  the  24th  of  June,  the  10th  of  October,  and  the 
10th  of  December. 

3713.  Are  these  fairs  held  in  an  enclosed  fair-green  ? — No  ; they  are  held  in  the  streets 
of  the  town.  There  is  a fair-green,  but  the  people  prefer  the  streets. 

3714.  Is  the  fair-green  large  enough  for  all  the  cattle  coming  in  for  sale? — I do  not 
think  it  is ; but  at  any  rate  the  shopkeepers  of  the  town  much  prefer  to  have  the  fairs  held 
in  the  streets;  they  like  the  bustle  it  causes  in  the  town,  and  think  they  make  more  money 
by  having  it  there.  1 think  the  country  people  also  prefer  to  have  it  in  the  street,  as  thus 
they  have  some  shopkeeper,  who  is  their  friend,  near,  to  go  security  for  them  in  case  any 
dispute  or  other  circumstance  may  make  them  require  such. 

3715.  How  are  tolls  levied  at  these  fairs  ? — Tolls  are  levied  only  upon  cattle  sold,  when 
leaving  the  fairs ; a man  stands  at  the  gap  to  collect  the  tolls,  and  he  asks  each  driver 
going  out  if  his  cattle  are  bought  or  sold  ; if  a man  he  does  not  know  says  his  cattle  were 
not  sold,  the  toll-collector  hits  him  on  the  hand  with  a piece  of  paper,  and  makes  him  then 
say  whether  they  are  sold  or  not.  I think,  however,  I would  get  as  much  toll  without 
making  use  of  the  piece  of  paper,  and  only  do  so  because  it  is  an  old  custom ; I do  not 
believe  they  look  upon  it  as  an  oath  ; I know  nearly  all  the  people  frequenting  the  fairs, 
and  do  not  require  any  one  1 know  to  do  this. 

3716.  Is  there  a toll-board  at  each  gap  ? — Yes  ; hut  the  men  at  the  gaps  do  not  charge, 
in  many  cases,  as  much  as  is  on  the  board,  and  I do  not  think  they  ever  charge  more. 

2 F 
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3717.  How  do  these  men  account  to  you  for  the  tolls  they  receive  at  the  fairs? — The 
only  way  they  account  is  to  give  me  the  money  they  collect.  I have,  therefore,  no  means 
of  keeping  an  account  of  the  number  of  cattle  sold. 

3718.  Are  there  many  pigs  sold  at  these  fairs  ?— The  pigs  are  not  sold  upon  the  regular 
fair-days ; they  are  sold  the  market-day  immediately  preceding  each  fair. 

3719.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  better  to  charge  a small  toll  upon  all  cattle  entering 

the  fairs,  instead  of  the  present  toll  upon  those  only  that  are  sold  when  leaving  it  ? — I do  ; 
and  I think  in  that  case  one-third  of  the  present  amount  of  toll  would  pay  the  proprietor 
as  well.  _ ... 

3720.  Is  there  a public  butter  market  in  this  town  ? — There  is  a butter  market,  but  it  is 
not  a public  one ; it  was  built  by  private  individuals,  and  no  person  need  go  into  it  who 
does  not  choose.  The  butter  brought  into  this  market  pays  lcZ.  a cask  on  market-days  ; 
nearly  all  the  butter  brought  into  the  town  is  weighed  in  the  merchants’  stores  ; I only  get 
toll  if  the  butter  goes  into  the  butter  market  on  market-days,  and  is  weighed  there. 

3721.  What  rent  do  you  pay  for  the  tolls?— I pay  over  £100  a-year  for  them,  and  poor- 
rate,  on  a valuation  of  £50  per  annum. 

3722.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  frauds  being  practised  in  weighing  at  the  merchants’ 
stores  ? — Never.  At  the  same  time  I think  the  system  of  weighing  at  the  private  stores 
affords  facilities  for  frauds,  and  that  every  thing  ought  to  be  weighed  in  a public  market. 

3723.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation,  an 
efficient  staff,  and  under  the  supervision  of  a sworn  weighmaster,  in  which  all  the  agricultural 
produce  sold  in  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I would  ; I think  it  would  give 
confidence  to  the  farmers. 

Thomas  Dorton  examined. 

3724.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — About  a mile  from  this  town. 

3725.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  assistant -w eighm aster  under  Mr.  Reardon. 

3726.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  in  this  market?— We  weigh  corn  down  weight; 
the  scale  must  touch  the  ground ; the  smallest  weight  used  is  one  pound  ; we  deduct  four 
pounds  for  beamage  from  each  barrel,  and  no  tret ; we  deduct  the  actual  weight  of  the  sack, 
and  make  no  other  deductions. 

3727.  Are  the  odd  pounds  of  corn  paid  for  ? — They  are. 

3728.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  potatoes? — We  weigh  potatoes  down  weight ; 
one  pound  is  the  smallest  weight  used ; we  do  not  weigh  the  bag,  but  allow  what  we  think 
is  fair  for  it ; we  deduct  from  seven  pounds  to  fourteen  pounds  for  the  bag ; never  more 
than  twenty-one  pounds ; it  rests  with  me  what  shall  be  deducted  for  the  bag. 

3729.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  wool  ? — We  weigh  wool  down  weight,  with  one 
pound,  and  deduct  eight  pounds  tret  upon  every  twenty  stone,  and  the  actual  taro  of  the 
pack,  whatever  it  may  be. 

3730.  What  docket  do  you  give  the  seller  ? — I give  a docket  to  the  seller  only  if  it  is 
required ; but  when  weighing  agricultural  produce  of  any  kind,  I generally  mark  the  weight 
upon  the  scale  or  seller’s  hat. 

3731.  Do  you  keep  any  book  in  which  you  enter  any  particulars  of  the  agricultural  pro- 
duce weighed  ? — No  ; I keep  no  book  of  any  kind,  nor  could  I furnish  any  statistics,  or  give 
a duplicate  of  any  ticket  I may  give  a seller. 

3732.  What  toll  do  you  charge  in  the  market  ?— We  charge  Id.  for  any  draught  under 
one  hundred- weight ; Id.  for  any  draught  from  one  hundred-weight  to  twenty  stone ; and  1-icZ. 
for  any  quantity  over  twenty  stone. 

3733.  Is  there  a weigh-bridge  in  the  town  ? — There  is. 

3734.  What  is  your  charge  for  weighing  at  the  weigh-bridge  ? — The  charge  is  2d.  up  to 
eight  hundred-weight,  and  'id.  if  it  exceeds  eight  hundred-weight. 

3735.  Do  you  keep  any  book  in  which  you  enter  the  nature  and  quantity  of  what  you 
weigh  at  the  weigh-bridge,  and  do  you  give  a copy  of  such  entry  to  the  buyer  or  the  seller  ? — 
I keep  a book  of  the  kind  you  mention,  and  give  a docket  to  the  seller. 

3736.  Do  you  always  tare  the  cart? — I generally  do,  but  not  always.  For  instance,  if 
hay  was  going  into  the  country,  and  the  parties  agree  to  it,  I enter  the  tare  of  the  cart,  if 
it  has  been  lately  weighed;  if  it  was  not  lately  weighed,  I would  not  give  the  tare 
of  the  cart  upon  the  ticket ; and,  I in  general  enter  upon  the  ticket  the  gross  weight  of 
the  load,  the  weight  of  the  cart,  and  the  name  of  the  seller ; I never  give  the  weight  of  the 
cart  without  taring  it,  unless  it  is  going  to  the  country,  under  the  circumstances  1 have  just 
mentioned.  If  a load  was  sold  in  the  market-square,  and  not  weighed,  I would  charge  a 
toll  upon  it,  by  guessing  at  its  weight,  and  charging  accordingly. 

Michael  Coleman,  esq.,  examined. 

3737.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  this  town. 

3738.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I buy  largely  in  this  market. 

3739.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  at  your  stores? — In  weighing  oats  at  my  stores, 
on  each  barrel  we  call  out  one  pound  less  than  standing  beam ; we  use  a one  pound  weight, 
and  deduct  four  pound  beamage  and  the  actual  weight  of  the  bag  ; we  make  no  charge  for 
weighing  or  porterage,  and  in  case  he  sells  and  weighs  at  my  stores,  the  farmer  does  not 
pay  any  tolls. 

37 40.  W ould  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  such  as  I described  to  the  first  witness  ? 
— I would  ; the  farmer  often  prefers  to  sell  at  a less  price  to  some  merchants,  because  he 
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knows  lie  gets  fair  play  from  them,  which  he  would  not  from  the  others,  who  might  nomi- 
nally give  him  a higher  price  for  his  corn.  ° 

37 4 L Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the  whole 
country  r— I would ; I think  it  would  be  better  to  sell  everywhere  by  the  stone. 

3742.  W ould  it  not  be  better  in  all  cases  to  weigh  standing  beam,  using  as  small  a weight 

as  one  pound,  and  abolish  all  other  deductions,  except  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack  ? 

I think  it  would  be  a much  better  system,  and  the  price  could  then  be  regulated  accordingly. 
I think  the  present  deduction  for  beamage  offers  a premium  upon  bringing  com  in  dirty  ■ a 
uniform  system  of  weighing  would  be  a great  advantage. 

3743.  Do  you  not  think  that  there  ought  to  be  an  assimilation  of  tolls  also  over  the  whole 
country,  and  that  what  are  reasonable  tolls  should  be  defined  by  Act  of  Parliament  ’—I 
do ; it  would  simplify  matters  very  much. 

3744.  Do  you  not  think  the  market  ought  to  he  opened  and  closed  at  certain  fixed  horns? 

1 do  ; I think  it  should  begin  at  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  close  at  four  o'clock  in  the 

evening  ; 1 cannot  think  that  any  difficulty  or  inconvenience  could  result  to  the  farmers 
from  this  system,  as  they  would  bring  their  produce  in  then  at  the  proper  hour. 

3745.  Arc  you  not  of  opinion,  that  all  corn,  and  other  agricultural  produce,  should  be 

weighed  at  the  public  scales  ? — I am;  I think  it  should  be  all  weighed  in  the  public  market; 
ought  thmk  Wiat  ^ nGe(1  however,  until  it  is  sold,  but  if  sold,  it  certainly 

374(i.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  obliging  the  proprietor  of  a fair  to  provide  a properly 
enclosed  fair-green,  and  proper  accommodation,  in  return  for  the  tolls  levied  ?— The  present 
system  of  holding  the  fairs  in  the  streets  seems  to  satisfy  all  parties  here,  and  Mr.  Smith 
Parry  is,  I believe,  about  to  establish  monthly  fairs  here  in  the  streets,  toll  free;  but,  on 
the  whole,  1 must  say,  I think  the  best  system  is  to  have  the  fairs  held  in  a properly 
enclosed  fair-green,  and  moderate  tolls  paid  by  each  person  bringing  cattle  for  sale  into  it. 

3(47.  tan  you  state  the  quantity  of  corn  sold  in  this  town,  in  the  year?— I should  say 
between  40,000  and  50,000  barrels.  J ^ 


Mr.  Robert  Hewson  examined.  357. 

3748.  TOeredo  you  reside  ? — I reside  in  this  town ; I am  in  the  blitter  trade,  and  buy  Hollert 
a good  deal  of  butter  in  the  market  here. 

3749.  Under  what  authority  is  the  butter  market  here  held  ?— It  was  established  by  the 
local  magistrates  here,  by  whom  the  weighmaster  was  formerly  appointed. 

3750.  Who  is  the  owner  of  this  market  ?— The  market-house  belongs  to  Mrs.  Harcourt 
who  got  it  upon  her  husband’s  death.  It  is  at  present  her  private  property,  and  she  could 
shut  it  up  to-morrow  if  she  chose. 

. 375 1 ' „VY!iat  is  t,ie  charge  for  weighing  and  inspecting  butter  in  this  market  ?— The  charge 
is  3(7.  a firkin  on  each  day  in  the  week,  except  on  Thursday,  when  there  is  another  1(7. 
charged.  These  charges  are  exclusive  of  cooperage. 

3752.  What  staff  is  employed  in  the  butter  market  ?— There  is  an  inspector,  a wemh- 

master,  a man  attending  the  scales,  and  a boy  for  sweeping  out  the  market.  ° 

3753.  Can  you  state  the  quantity  of  butter  sold  in  this  town  in  a year?— There  is  a very 
large  quantity  sold,  I should  say  about  150,000  firkins,  and  the  value  of  the  butter  sold 
here  cannot  be  less  than  £300,000.  I should  think,  next  to  Cork,  this  was  the  largest  butter 
market  in  this  country. 

3754.  Is  butter  sold  by  lump  or  weight  ?— It  is  sold  by  lump,  and  not  weighed:  that  is, 
each  cask  is  sold  and  supposed  to  weigh  gross,  three  quarters  of  a hundred-weight ; and  if 
it  does  not  come  up  to  that  weight,  there  is  a deduction  made  from  the  price  ; if  it  should 
weigh  more  than  three  quarters,  we  do  not  increase  the  price. 

3755.  Do  you  not  think  selling  butter  by  lump  is  objectionable  ? I do  ; I think  a law 

ought  to  be  passed  forbidding  any  butter  to  be  sold  by 'lump. 

3756.  Is  all  the  butter  bought 'by  you  weighed  and  sold  in  the  market  ?— No  ; a great 
portion  is  brought  to  my  stores  without  passing  through  the  market. 

3757.  Is  the  butter  weighed  at  the  butter  market  before  or  after  it  is  sold?— After  it  is 
sold  by  lump,  in  the  manner  I mentioned  to  you  ; I think,  however,  that  all  butter  should 
be  bought  by  weight,  weighed  and  inspected  in  a public  weigh-house  : some  of  the  farmers 
prefer  bringing  their  butter  to  the  stores  of  the  merchant  direct,  as  they  thus  escape  the 
3<7.  a firkin  toll  that  is  charged  in  the  market. 

3758.  Are  you  not  of  opinion  that  the  system  of  weighing  at  the  merchants’  stores  affords 
facilities  for  fraud  ? — I am  ; I think  it  leads  to  frauds  both  on  the  part  of  buyer  and  seller. 

3759.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  of  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  market  of  this 
town? — No  ; 1 have  not. 

3760.  Do  you  buy  the  butter  inspected  in  the  market,  and  pay  according  to  the  quality 
which  is  branded  upon  it  in  the  market  ?— No  ; I judge  of  the  quality  of  all  butter  that  I 
buy,  whether  it  has  been  branded  or  not  in  the  market,  and  I do  not  go  implicitly  by  the 
inspector’s  brand.  If  I do  not  think  the  butter  is  of  as  good  a quality  as  the  inspector  brands 
on  it,  I will  only  give  the  price  I think  it  is  worth,  and  always  ship  the  butter  upon  my 
own  brand. 

3761.  Then  what  use  is  the  market  ? — The  market  is  of  this  use,  that  many  farmers  will 

go  to  it  as  they  expect  to  find  the  greater  number  of  buyers  there,  but  as  many  do  not 
frequent  it  as  there  would  if  full  confidence  was  placed  in  the  way  butter  was  qualified 
there.  1 

2 F 2 


TIPPEKAEY, 

20  tli  November,  1852. 

356! 

Mich.  Coleman,  esq. 
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TIPPERARY,  3762.  What  proportion  of  butter  coming  into  this  town  is  branded  first  quality  ? I should 
26tft  November,  1852.  say  about  two-thirds.  , ...  n -n  •.  • 

3763.  How  do  you  brand  the  butter  you  export?— I brand  it  generally,  if  it  is  hist 

357-  quality,  with  a fictitious  brand,  marking  it  as  O’Brien’s  Carlow  butter,  which  is  my  best 

Mr.  Robert  Hewson.  The  worst  l brand  witb.  ray  own  name,  and  make  it  Ilewson  a 0 Bnen  s.  Anothei 

quality  I call  O’Brien’s  Waterford,  which  is  not  quite  so  good  as  O’Brien  s Carlow.  Tins 
is  no  fraud  upon  the  buyers  in  London,  as  they  are  well  acquainted  with  my  system  of 
branding,  and  know  that  it  is  my  butter ; 1 only  adopt  these  brands  to  distinguish  the 
qualities  of  the  butter  in  each  firkin ; and  it  is  the  character  such  butter  coming  from  me 
s that  sells  it  there. 


3104.  no  you  Know  oi  »uy  n»uuo  ^ „ . - 

or  the  merchant  in  preparing  it  for  exportation?— Yes;  the  farmers  fill  the  middle  of  the 
firkin  sometimes  with  pickle  ; they  also  colour  it  with  some  sort  of  drug,  and  also  buy  the 
scrapings  that  are  taken  out  of  the  tops  of  the  firkins,  and  mix  them  with  other  buttei  , 
the  latter  is  the  fraud  most  practised  here. 


358. 

Thomas  Reardon. 


Thomas  Reardon  examined. 

3765.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  this  town.  I have  a dairy,  and  keep  sixty  cows,  and 
sell  about  180  firkins  of  butter  in  the  year. 

3766.  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  make  as  to  the  manner  of  conducting  the  butter 
market?— Yes;  I think  all  the  butter  sold  in  this  town  should  be  sold  in  a public  market, 
inspected  by  a sworn  inspector,  and  weighed  by  a sworn  weighmaster.  I would  have  it 
all  sold  by  weight,  and  do  away  altogether  with  the  lumping  system.  I would  obhge  all 
parties  to  sell  every  thing  in  the  public  market. 

3767.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  for  all  kinds  of  agricultural  produce, 

with  sufficient  accommodation,  an  efficient  staff,  and  under  the  supervision  of  a sworn 
weighmaster,  in  which  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town  should  be  sold  and 
weighed? — I would.  , 

3768.  Do  you  not  think  that  all  agricultural  produce  should  be  weighed  standing  beam, 
with  as  small  a weight  as  one  pound,  and  that  no  deductions  should  be  made  from  the  gross 
weight  of  the  draught,  unless  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack?— I think  such  would 
be  a great  improvement  upon  the  present  system  of  weighing. 

3769.  Have  vou  any  observations  to  make  respecting  the  fairs  here  ? — I think  a proper 
fair-green  should  be  provided  by  the  proprietor  of  a fair  ; it  should  not  be  held  upon  the 
highway,  nor  in  a field,  where  the  people  are  up  to  their  knees  in  water,  but  in  one  fit  for 
the  purpose.  I would  also  do  away  with  the  present  system  of  swearing  people  going  out 
of  the  fairs,  hy  slapping  their  hands'  with  a piece  of  paper,  or  any  thing  else,  and  would 
have  a small  toll  levied  instead  upon  all  cattle  entering  a fair. 

85g  Michael  Coleman,  esq.,  re-examined. 

Miclil.  Coleman,  esq.  3770.  Can  you  add  anything  to  the  evidence  that  has  been  already  given,  as  to  the 
system  of  qualifying  butter  in  this  town  for  exportation  ?— I qualify  a great  deal  ot  butter, 
which  I buy  in  this  town  for  the  London  market ; I ship  my  butter  under  the  brands  ot 
Coleman’s  Clonmel  and  Coleman’s  Waterford,  although  the  butter  comes  from  the  coun- 
ties of  Clare  and  Kerry.  A proper  public  butter  market  is  very  much  required  here,  i 
wish  to  state  to  you  the  system  practised  in  the  purchase  of  butter  by  the  butter  merchants, 
as,  although  I am  obliged  to  practise  it  myself,  it  being  the  custom  of  this  town  I consider 
it  very  objectionable,  and  that  it  should  be  altered.  The  system  is  this,  although  each 
firkin  is  purchased  by  lump,  it  is  purchased  upon  the  supposition  that  it  weighs  gross  three 
quarters,  and  that  the  cask,  in  all  cases,  weighs  fifteen  pounds,  and  that  therefore  the  net 
weight  of  butter  in  each  firkin  is  sixty-nine  pounds,  and  the  price  is  therefore  considered 
to  be  for  sixty-nine  pounds  of  butter.  If  the  butter  is  sold  at  a sum  which  exceeds  by  a 
fraction  the  rate  of  8c l.  a pound,  and  does  not,  after  deducting  the  cask,  weigh  sixty-nine 
pounds,  there  would  be  9 d.  for  each  pound  that  was  deficient  deducted  from  the  price 
agreed  upon ; and  in  like  manner,  if  the  price  at  which  a firkin  of  butter  was  sold  was 
5°s.  10c2.,  as  sixty-nine  pounds  of  butter  divided  into  that  sum  would  be  a fraction  more 
than  9cZ.  a pound,  10.7.  would  be  deducted  from  the  sum  agreed  upon  for  each  pound  that 
the  butter  was  less  than  sixty-nine  pounds.  I would  also  wish  to  observe,  that  with  some 
of  the  merchants  here,  there  is  a great  deal  of  disputing  as  to  the  tare.  Butter  is  very 
often  bought  by  some  merchants  here  above  the  price  of  the  day,  and  when  it  is 
brought  into  their  stores,  they  endeavour  to  cheapen  it  by  deducting  too  much  tare,  and 
the  farmer  cannot  take  the  butter  elsewhere  for  sale,  as  it  has  been  blown  upon  fey  the  tact 
of  its  having  been  at  that  store  and  leaving  it  unsold.  All  these  evils  would,  I think,  be 
removed,  by  having  a competent  sworn  weighmaster,  and  making  all  butter  be  weighed 
and  inspected  in  the  market.  The  system  of  buying  butter  by  lump,  and  not  by  weight, 
has  the  result  of  giving  too  great  a price  to  one  and  too  little  to  another. 

3771.  Do  the  firkins  always  weigh  fifteen  pounds? — They  are  always  supposed  to  weigh 

fifteen  pounds  at  least,  and  at  my  own  store  I have  found  a firkin,  on  the  butter  being 
stripped,  weighing  as  much  as  twenty-five  pounds.  , „ , , „ -m  t, 

3772.  Does  the  butter  of  this  market  stand  as  high  as  the  Cork  butter .— lhe  buttei 
exported  from  this  town  and  market  as  first  quality  by  some  of  the  merchants  here,  brings 
2s.  per  hundred-weight  more  than  Cork  or  Limerick  butter ; it  is  milder,  not  being  so 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


221 


much  salted  as  it  is  in  those  towns  for  foreign  trade.  I think,  perhaps,  the  best  course  to  TIPPERARY, 
prevent  fraud  in  the  sale  of  butter  would  be  to  have  it  all  decanted,  as  is  done  in  the  20w*  November,  1852. 
London  butter  markets. 

Mr.  Ilewson  re-examined.  mum.  Coleman,  esq. 

3773.  I beg  to  add,  that  the  reasons  for  deducting  an  increased  rate  per  pound  for  each  Mr.  Hewson. 
pound  that  a firkin  is  below  sixty-nine  pounds  are,  that  the  butter  merchant  has  bought  it 

believing  it  to  be  that  weight,  and  if  it  is  not  that  weight  the  butter  would  not  be  worth 
so  much  to  him.  I agree  with  Mr.  Coleman,  that  decanting  some  of  the  firkins,  and  then 
taking  an  average,  as  they  do  in  London,  would  be  the  best  system. 

Mr.  Coleman  re-examined.  Mr  Coleman 

3774.  Do  you  not  think,  if  the  weight  of  the  casks  were  branded  upon  them  before  the 
butter  was  put  into  them,  it  would  obviate  the  necessity  of  stripping  the  butter  in  the 
market  ? — I think  a general  system  of  branding  all  the  casks  before  they  are  used  would 
answer  instead.  I would  suggest  that  there  ought  to  be  a public  inspection  of  the  weights 
and  measures  very  frequently. 

3775.  When  were  the  beams  and  weights  of  this  town  last  adjusted? — I think  about 
three  months  ago. 

John  Fitzgerald  examined. 

3776.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  inspector  of  butter  in  Mrs.  Harcourt’s  market. 

3777.  What  quantity  do  you  inspect  in  the  year? — About  18,000  firkins  are  inspected  by 
me.  I mark  the  quality  in  chalk  upon  the  lid  of  the  cask,  using  letters  to  show  its  quality 
instead  of  figures.  I have  been  now  inspecting  butter  these  twenty-five  years. 

3778.  How  many  firkins  could  you  inspect  in  one  day  ? — I have  qualified  300  in  one  day. 

I do  not  taste  every  cask  qualified  by  me ; I think  about  300  would  be  as  much  as  I could 
qualify  in  one  day.  I very  seldom  do  more  than  one  or  two  hundred. 

3779.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  complaints  made  of  the  manner  in  which  butter  is  inspected 
and  qualified  in  the  market  ? — Never ; the  buyer  sees  the  butter  inspected. 

3780.  Would  it  not  be  betterto  brand  the  side  of  the  cask  than  the  head,  which  must  be 
loose,  and  therefore,  could  be  easily  changed  ? — I think  it  would,  for  the  reason  you  men- 
tion, but  I do  not  think  the  head  is  often  changed. 


360. 

John  Fitzgerald. 


Robert  Dexter  examined. 

3781.  What  is  your  occupation? — I was  appointed  woighmastcr  of  this  butter  market 
by  the  buyers  and  merchants  of  this  town,  for  then-  own  satisfaction ; my  ticket  settles  the 
gross  weight  of  the  firkin.  I enter  upon  it  the  weight,  date,  and  the  name  of  the  seller, 
and  my  weight  is  never  disputed.  After  a firkin  of  butter  has  been  sold,  there  is  always  a 
second  agreement  between  the  buyer  and  seller  as  to  what  is  to  be  deducted  for  the  tare 
of  the  cask.  If  the  firkin  weighs  three  quarters  gross,  and  the  cask  is  more  than  fifteen 
pounds,  the  real  weight  of  the  cask  is  deducted  from  the  gross  weight ; if  it  does  not  exceed, 
or  is  less  than  fifteen  pounds,  fifteen  pounds  only  is  deducted. 

Mr.  George  Bradshaw  examined. 

3782.  Do  you  wish  to  make  any  statement  ? — I wish  to  state,  that  a farmer  came  to  my 
store  with  oats,  and  after  I had  weighed  the  oats,  I found  them  so  bad,  that  I refused  to 
take  them ; he  then  went  to  another  store,  and  came  back  afterwards  to  me  with  a ticket 
given  by  the  merchant,  to  whose  store  he  had  gone  from  mine,  and  the  ticket  returned  the 
oats  as  four  stone  less  than  I had  weighed  it.  In  this  town  there  are  some  merchants,  to 
whom  the  farmers  will  sell  their  corn  a halfpenny  a stone  less  than  they  will  to  others, 
who  tlicy  know  weigh  the  corn  at  tlick  stores  fraudulently,  and  who  offer  a large  price,  but 
make  up  for  the  increased  price  they  give  by  the  overweight  they  take  at  their  stores. 

William  M!  Curtin  examined. 

3783.  You  have  heard  the  statements  and  suggestions  of  the  several  witnesses.  Do  you 
concur  generally  in  them  ? — I beg  to  say  that  I am  a farmer,  and  have  a large  farm  near 
this  town;  and  I quite  concur  with  the  evidence  given  and  suggestions  offered  by  Mr.  Cole- 
man and  Mr.  Ilewson. 


361. 

Robert  Dexter. 


Mr.  Geo.  Brstsliaw. 


363. 

i.  M‘ Cur  till. 


Tiiuules,  November  30,  1S52. 

James  Lenigan,  esq.,  J.P.,  examined. 

3784.  Where  do  you  reside? — I reside  at  Castle  Fogarty,  in  this  county. 

3785.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  is  this  market  held?— Under  a patent  granted  by 
Charles  the  First,  in  the  second  year  of  his  reign. 

3786.  Who  is  the  owner  or  patentee  of  this  market?— I am  the  owner  of  both  the  fairs 
and  markets  here,  under  this  patent.  [ Witness  produced  the  patent  and  a translation 

°^3787.  When  was  this  market  established  ? — I cannot  speak  with  certainty,  but  I believe 
at  the  time  the  patent  was  granted. 


THURLES, 

80(7i  November,  1852. 

36A 

J.  Lenigan,  esq.  J.r. 
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365. 

Honora  Brennan. 


366. 

John  Holloy. 
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3788.  Wheat  are  the  market-days  ?_ They  are  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays,  the  days  appointed 
by  the  patent ; and  there  are  two  fairs  held  under  the  same  patent,  one  upon  Easter  Tues- 
day, and  the  following  day ; and  the  other  upon  two  days  in  the  month  of  August. 

3789.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market  ? — They  are. 

3790.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ?— The  market  is  held  on  an  open  space  of 
ground  appropriated  to  it.  It  is  not  enclosed.  There  is  a market-house,  but  it  is  used 
solely  for  selling  meat.  The  fairs  are  held  in  the  same  place  as  the  market. 

3791.  Has  there  been  a weighmaster  appointed  ?— Honora  Brennan  acts  as  weiglimaster. 

3792.  Are  tolls  levied  at  the  fairs  held  in  this  town  ? — Tolls  are  levied  at  the  fairs  held 
■under  the  patent,  but  there  are  other  fairs  held  here,  which  are  not  authorized  by  the 
patent,  and  at  which  tolls  are  not  collected ; I never  heard  of  any  other  patent  connected 
with  the  fairs  or  markets  of  this  town,  but  the  one  I have  produced  to  you.  I at  present 
hold  all  the  rights  ever  possessed  or  enjoyed  by  the  lord  of  this  manor. 

3793.  Are  the  tolls  of  the  fairs  or  market  let  to  any  person  ? — The  tolls  of  the  fairs  are 
collected  for  myself,  and  the  tolls  of  the  market  are  let  to  Honora  Brennan. 

Honora  Brennan  examined. 

3794.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — I live  in  this  town. 

3795.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— I hold  the  tolls  of  the  market  at  a yearly  rent,  and  I 
collect  the  tolls  for  myself.  I paid  the  rent  to  Mr.  Lenigan,  until  the  Town  Commissioners 
prevented  me  charging  tolls,  unless  I weighed  the  articles.  I charged  the  tolls,  for  I used 
to  charge  Id.  a hundred-weight,  and  Id.  a weight  toll  for  potatoes.  The  Town  Commis- 
sioners sent  a letter  to  me,  and  said  that  they  had  power  to  prevent  me  charging  more  than 
Id.  a draught  for  any  article. 

3796.  What  are  your  present  charges  in  the  market? — I charge  Id.  for  every  draught 
over  five  stone,  and  a halfpenny  for  all  under  that  weight,  and  I do  not.  get  any  thing 
unless  I weigh  the  article.  There  are  thirty  weighing'machines  and  scales  in  the  town  at 
work  every  day. 

3797.  Why  did  you  mind  the  letter  of  the  Town  Commissioners? — I do  not  know ; they 
sent  me  a notice,  and  I got  afraid  of  them. 

3798.  What  staff  is  employed  in  the  market  ?— I act  as  weighmaster,  and  my  daughter 
assists  me ; I employ  two  men  at  the  scales ; I collect  all  the  tolls  myself. 

3799-  How  many  sets  of  beams  and  scales  are  in  the  market? — Two  ; they  are  quite 
sufficient  to  weigh  all  that  is  brought  to  he  weighed  in  the  market. 

3800.  State  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  market.— -We  weigh  with  a turn  of  the  beam  ; 
the  scale  need  not  touch  the  ground ; the  smallest  weight  we  use  is  two  pounds.  If  throw- 
ing out  two  pounds  made  it  a thought  heavy,  I would  call  out  only  one  pound ; we  deduct 
four  pounds  a barrel  as  beamage,  on  all  kinds  of  grain ; and  the  sacks  are  tared  and  then- 
actual  weight  deducted  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  draught. 

3801.  Do  you  keep  a book  in  which  you  enter  the  nature,  price,  and  quantity  of  all 
articles  sold  and  weighed  in  the  market,  and  do  you  give  a copy  of  such  entries  to  the  buyer 
or  seller  ? — I do  not  keep  any  such  book  ; hut  I generally  give  a ticket  of  the  weight  to 
everybody.  I generally  first  chalk  the  weight  upon  the  seller’s  hat,  and  then  give  him  a 
written  ticket  of  it. 

3802.  If  the  ticket  you  gave  the  seller  was  lost,  could  you  give  him  a duplicate  ?— No  ; 
I could  not. 

3803.  I suppose  you  could  not  give  a return  of  the  quantity  and  nature  of  the  agricultural 
produce  sold  in  a year  in  the  mai-ket  ? — I could  not. 

3804.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  potatoes  ? — We  weigh  potatoes  with  a turn  of 
the  beam ; seven  pounds  is  the  smallest  weight  used  ; we  do  not  cry  out  the  pounds  as  in 
corn;  we  deduct  seven  pounds  for  the  sack,  if  the  draught  is  under  twenty-four  stone  ; if 
twenty-four  stone,  or  over,  we  deduct  one  stone. 

3805.  Have  you  taken  the  oaths  directed  to  be  taken  by  every  person  acting  as  weigh- 
master, under  4th  Aime,  cap.  14  ?— I have  not,  nor  has  any  person  in  my  employment. 

3806.  How  is  wool  weighed  ? — It  is  weighed  to  the  pound,  with  a light  turn  of  the  beam  ; 
there  is  deducted  four  pounds  from  every  pack  for  beamage,  and  eight  pounds  from  every 
twenty  stone  for  tret,  and  the  actual  weight  of  the  sack. 

3807.  Do  you  weigh  butter  in  the  market  ? — No  ; I never  get  any.  A great  deal  even  of 
the  corn  and  potatoes  sold  in  the  town  is  weighed  in  the  private  stores. 

3808.  Of  what  does  a barrel  consist? — A barrel  of  wheat  weighs  twenty  stone.;  a barrel 
of  oats  fourteen  stone  ; a barrel  of  barley  and  here,  sixteen  stone,  and  a barrel  of  potatoes, 
twenty-four  stone. 

3809.  What  does  a stone  consist  of? — A stone  is  always  fourteen  pounds,  except  in  the 
case  of  wool,  which  is  sixteen  pounds. 

3810.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  of  the  weighing  in  the  merchants’ private  stores? 
— I have,  very  often  ; but  have  not  any  means  of  knowing  whether  they  were  well-founded 
or  not.  If  corn  is  sold  in  the  market-square,  and  they  refuse  to  weigh  it,  I only  charge  \d. 
toll  for  each  sack. 

John  Molloy  examined. 

3811.  Where  do  youreside? — At  Castle- Fogarty;  I am  agent  to  Mr.  Lenigan,  and  collect 
tolls  for  him  at  the  fairs. 

3812.  Is  there  an  enclosed  fan-- green? — There  is  not. 

3813.  Do  you  collect  all  the  tolls  upon  the  hoard? — No.  The  fairs  here  are  very  poor, 
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expense  of  the  collection  is  about  14a.,  and  the  receipts  are  about  30s.  on  each  fair 
There  are  never  any  horses  sold  in  the  fair. 

*?'  'vYllf;t  ere  the  tolls  levied  in  the  fairs  ?— This  list  is  a copy  of  the  toll-board \ The 

following  is  the  list  referred  to  by  the  witness :]  ^ 

Schedule  of  Tolls,  &c. — Customs  of  two  Old  Fairs  in  Thurles. 


For  each  horse,  mare,  or  gelding,  0 61 
„ cow  or  bull,  . . 0 62 

„ heifer, 

„ calf, 

„ sheep, 

„ lamb, 

>•  Pig.  . . 

„ tradesman’s  property,  . 0 

„ pitched  covered  standing,  I 

„ small  article,  can  or  tub,  0 

„ uncovered  standing,  . 0 

„ hawker,  . . o 

,,  woollen  ware,  . . 0 

„ loaded  car,  . . o 


each  butcher’s  stall,  . 
suckling  boneen, 
entire  horse,  . 
thousand  of  plants, 
hundred  of  salleys, 
ass,  or  mule, 
load  of  turf, 

kish,  basket,  or  cradle,  . 
can  of  milk, 

tub,  or  basket  of  potatoes, 
lump  of  butter,  . 
goat, 
show-box, 


fata.’5'  t0lls  paid  bj  Uie  bUJM  0r  sener  ?-By the  seUei  “ niartets,  and  the  buyer  at 

BJStem  !£  “necttaS  tolls  at  tlle  f“rs  ?— If  the  driver  of  cattle  going  out 
of  the  fair  tolls  the  men  at  the  gap  that  the  cattle  have  not  been  sold  they  mate  him 

; 1 w :t  is  m°saI  d“ "■  b“‘ ia  ^ 

3817.  Do  you  not  think  such  a system  leads  to  perjury?— I cannot  say;  but  I think  it  has 
Uttle  toU^  " ‘ Cm  ligMr  of  an  oatt  • ^ were  itgiven  /p,  I world  get  ve^ 

Ml1?;  ?n°,tJes3  ‘tok  it  would be  better  to  charge  a small  toll  upon  all  cattle  entering 
the  fairs,  instead  of  the  present  system?— I do;  but  I am  afraid  it  would  be  difficult  to  levv 
some  of  the  tolls  upon  cattle  coming  in.  11 T0  lQY? 

about1  ISrt  rt tbe  Catti°  COmin?  int0  the  fairs  are  sold  in  them?— I should  say 
“wi  ufifth  soId ; new  fairs  are  *ee,' no  toll  is  collected  in  them.  J 

So?'  wi  J°U  °V,er  heard  comPlaints  of  the  weighing  in  the  market  ? — I have. 

.1821.  Would  you  be  m favour  of  a general  market  ? I would 

* n0fei  be  a TC]l  b®t*er1Plan  ^ weigh  all  agricultural  produce  at  standing 
beam  with  one  pound  weight,  abolish  all  deductions  except  the  actual  tare  of  the  sack  ?— 
I think  it  would ; the  buyer  might  then  regulate  his  price  accordingly. 

3823.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  for  the  better  management  of  this  market 9 I 

think  the  present  market-place  could  easily  be  made  sufficient,  if  Mrs.  Brennan  wished  it. 

eJerfVtbe!  Weigbu^ machines  set  up  by  private  parties  for  weighing 

lmy  and  stiaw,  I do  not  think  they  weigh  small  articles  in  them.  Mrs.  Brennan  holds  the 
’™  P“y'”S  ‘°1IS  ‘°  Ml'S-  Brennan  tIla*  tll0S“=  parties 

3824  Do  you  know  of  any  frauds  being  practised  at  the  merchants’  stores?— I do  not 
a'iy  being  practised  m tins  town  ; but  I have  known  them  practised  in  Clonmel. 

382o  Has  Mrs.  Brennan  taken  any  steps  to  prevent  those  private  parties  weighing  out  of 
the  market  ?— She  lias  not  and  since  the  letter  of  the  Town  Commissioners  she  can  only 
collect  the  tolls  m the  market-square.  J 

James  Hayes , esq.,  examined. 

3826.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  this  town. 

3827.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a corn  buyer  and  farmer ; I buy  a good  deal  of 

corn  m this  town,  and  weigh  it  at  my  own  stores;  I could  not  weigh  it  in  the  market-scales, 
although  I buy  it  m the  market.  ’ 

■ ?,8?l  Are*to°  sufficient  beams  and  scales  in  the  market-place  to  weigh  ah  the  com  sold 
m tins  town  ?— No,  not  near  sufficient ; the  com  sold  in  one  day  in  this  town  could  not  be 
weighed  with  the  present  market  accommodation  in  a week. 

3829.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  of  the  mode  of  weighing  in  the  private 

stores  ?— No  ; the  system  of  weighing  in  the  stores  is  to  weigh  with  a one  pound  weight 
tare  the  sacks,  and  deduct  four  pounds  beamage.  6 ’ 

3830.  Do  you  consider  weighing  in  the  private  stores  objectionable  ?— No  ; I think  it 
would  be  very  inconvenient  to  weigh  all  the  corn  I purchase" in  the  market  scales ; I would 
not  object  to  my  corn  being-  weighed  by  Mrs.  Brennan  if  there  was  no  charge  for  it,  but  I 
C°ooof  X W°ulcl  bG  a gi;eat  gnevance  to  the  countryman  to  have  to  pay  Mis.  Brennan. 

3831.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  against  the  weighing  in  your  own  stores?— 
i never  have. 

. J832-  ^ there  wore  a sufficient  number  of  beams  and  scales  and  other  accommodation 
m the  market,  would  it  not  be  better  to  have  all  corn  weighed  there  ?-I  buy  sometimes 
300  barrels  of  corn  m a day,  and  if  there  were  1,000  sets  of  scales  in  the  market,  it  would 


THUELES, 

36 th  November,  1852. 

iea 

John  Molloy. 
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James  Hayes,  esq. 
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Mr.  Edvr.  DeCourcy. 


369. 

Thos.  Hennessy,  esq 


be  inconvenient  for  me  to  weigh  in  them ; the  farmer  can  see  the  corn  weighed  in  my  stores, 
and  my  weights  are  all  stamped  ; I much  prefer  weighing  in  my  own  stores,  and  the  tanner 
will  not  pay" for  weighing  in  the  market  scales. 

3833.  What  is  the  greatest  quantity  of  corn  sold  in  this  town  in  one  day  ? — About  2,000 

barrels;  there  would  be  dreadful  fighting  to  get  at  the  scales  if  it  all  had  to  be  weighed 
in  the  market,  nor  do  I think  the  streets  would  be  large  enough  to  contain  the  carts 
coming  in ; another  market-place  should  be  provided.  . 

3834.  Is  there  any  other  deduction  made  except  the  beamage  you  mention  i — Iliere  is 
not  • I think  beamage  ought  to  be  done  away  with,  and  the  price  reduced  in  proportion  to 
the  state  the  corn  was  in;  we  buy  here  by  the  stone,  and  I think  buying  by  the  stone  is 
the  best,  and  ought  to  be  the  system  all  over  the  country. 

3835.  Is  there  any  deduction  made  in  weighing  potatoes  ? — There  is  a stone  allowed  on 
a barrel  of  potatoes  for  dirt  and  cleaning. 


Mr.  Edward  De  Courcy  examined. 

3836.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I buy  corn  in  this  town  for  Mr.  Russell,  and  weigh  it 

in  my  own  stores.  . T . . , . 

3837.  "What  is  the  system  of  weighing  at  your  stores  ? — I weigh  standing  beam,  deduct 
four  pounds  beamage  on  a barrel ; two  pound  is  the  smallest  weight  used,  and  I tare  the 

eD3^38?aDo  you  not  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  all  corn  sold  in  a general  market  such 
as  I described  to  a former  witness?— I think  it  would  be  much  better  to  sell  and  weigh  in 
a well-regulated  market,  both  for  buyer  and  seller,  and  would  do  away  with  a great  deal 
of  suspicion  which  exists  in  the  minds  of  the  farmers,  as  there  is  no  doubt  that  weighing 

at  the  merchants’ stores  affords  facilities  for  frauds. 

3839.  Do  you  not  think  all  deductions  ought  to  be  done  away  with  lcs.  1 would 
have,  as  you  suggest,  all  corn  weighed  at  standing  beam  with  one  pound  weight,  and 
abolish  all  deductions  from  the  gross  weight  of  the  draught  except  the  empty  sack,  and 
then  if  the  farmer  brought  in  his  corn  clean  he  would  be  paid  accordingly ; and  I would 
put  a heavy  penalty  upon  a person  selling  corn  worse  than  the  sample. 

3840.  Do  you  think  much  inconvenience  would  be  caused  by  having  all  corn  weighed  m 
the  market  here,  provided  proper  accommodation  was  afforded  ? — I do  not.  I beg  to  say 
that  I have  heard  reports  of  frauds  in  weighing  at  the  merchants’  stores,  but  I do  not  think 
they  are  much  practised  in  Thurles ; I do  not  think  it  would  make  much  difference  whether 
corn  were  sold  by  the  barrel  or  the  stone,  provided  there  was  a uniform  weight  over  tho 
whole  country ; buying  by  the  barrel  may,  however,  be  a slight  advantage  to  the  buyer. 


Thomas  Hennessy,  esq.,  examined. 

■ 3841.  Do  you  wish  to  make  any  statement? — I beg  to  state  that  I am  the  Chairman  of 

the  Town  Commissioners,  and  that  we  sent  the  letter  referred  to,  a copy  of  which  I now 
produce,  to  Mrs.  Brennan.  We  told  Mrs.  Brennan  not  to  charge  more  than  1 d.  on  each 
article,  and  that  if  she  continued  to  charge  more  there  would  be  a rival  market  set  up ; 
and  the  letter  states  that  if  she  continued  to  seize  the  horses  under  the  carts  for  the  tolls, 
the  Town  Commissioners  would  proceed  against  her.  The  letter  states  that  it  was  not 
ri°ht  to  charge  tolls  upon  corn  unless  it  was  sold  in  the  market ; cautions  her  against  exact- 
in'^ tolls  upon  what  is  sold  in  the  town,  unless  it  is  weighed  in  the  market  scales. 

*3842.  Has  not  Mr.  Lenigan  a right  under  his  patent  to  levy  tolls  upon  all  corn  that  is 
sold  in  the  town,  whether  brought  into  the  market-place  or  not? — I do  not  think  he  has. 
The  reason  for  writing  the  letter  referred  to  was,  because  the  corn  market  was  injured  by 
the  tolls  being  collected  and  the  manner  of  their  collection,  and  in  order  to  put  a stop  to 
them  the  letter  was  composed  and  sent  by  a full  meeting  of  the  Town  Commissioners ; 
the  reason  we  wrote  this  letter  was  because  at  that  time  we  were  a young  Corporation  and 
did  not  want  to  get  into  law,  so  we  merely  sent  the  letter  which  stopped  these  tolls  being 
levied  ever  since.  . , . . ... 

3843.  If  all  the  corn  sold  in  the  town  had  to  be  weighed  m the  market  scales,  would  the 
present  accommodation  be  sufficient?— No ; it  would  take  several  days  to  weigh,  in  the 
present  market  scales,  the  corn  sold  in  this  town  in  one  day. 

3844.  Do  you  not  consider  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  stores  objectionable  ?— I 
do.  A corn  buyer  was  some  time  ago  found  guilty  of  practising  frauds  in  this  town  in 
weighing  at  his  private  stores,  and  punished,  and  since  then,  I do  not  think  there  is  so 
much  fraud  practised  ; I think  the  charge  in  this  market  was,  originally,  for  weighing  or 
cranage  and  not  for  tolls,  and  the  Commissioners  interfered,  because  the  carts  were  seized 

3845.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  such  as  I described  to  a former 
witness? — I would ; but  I do  not  think  the  cranage  fees  would  pay  the  expense  of  main- 
taining such  a market  here ; however,  as  a general  rule,  I think  well  regulated  general 
markets  should  be  established  all  over  the  country,  under  the  superintendence  of  a sworn 
weighmaster. 

3846.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  better  to  weigh  all  agricultural  produce  at  standing 

beam  with  one  pound  weight,  and  abolish  all  deductions  except  the  actual  tare  of  the 
sack  ? I do ; beamage  at  present  is  sometimes  deducted  upon  the  sacks  as  well  as  on  the 
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3847.  Would  you  bo  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the  whole 
country  ? — I think  such  would  bo  a great  advantage. 

3818.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  as  to  the  fairs?— I would  he  in  favour  of 
charging  a small  toll  upon  all  cattle  entering  the  fairs,  instead  of  the  present  system. 


Robert  Sutcliffe,  esq.,  examined. 

3849.  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  make?— I beg  to  say  that  I would  be  very  much  in 
favour  of  having  a well  regulated  market  provided,  and  every  thing  sold  in  the  town 
weighed  m the  public  scales  there. 


Clonmel,  December  1,  1852. 

John  Hackett,  esq.,  Alderman  and  Borough  Justice,  examined. 

3850.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  are  the  markets  held  in  this  town  ? — I think  they 

are  held  under  the  old  charters.  y 

3851.  The  charters  of  William  IIL  ?— There  are  three  charters— one  of  Charles,  one  of 

James  II.,  and  one  of  William  III.  5 

mi'  w,°  CorPoratio“  c,aim  t0  be  the  proprietors  of  the  markets  ?— Yes,  they  do. 

3eo3.  \Y  hat  are  the  days  upon  which  the  markets  are  held  under  these  charters 9 

luesdays  and  Saturdays  in  every  week. 

- *854-  Are  tbere  anJ  f^rs  held  under  these  charters  ?— Yes,  there  are  two-one  on  the 
nth  of  November,  and  the  otner  on  the  5th  of  May.  These  are  what  are  called  “ old 
hurt,,  held  horn  time  immemorial.  About  thirty  years  ago  the  lord  of  the  soil,  the  grand- 
father of  the  present  Mr  Bagwell,  obtained  a patent  for  holding  ten  fairs  annually— once 
a month—on  the  first  Wednesday  m every  month,  except  in  those  two  months  which  I 
have  mentioned,  May  and  November. 

3855.  Is  the  Corporation  authorized  to  levy  tolls  and  to  hold  a court  of  piepoudre,  the 
latter  to  settle  disputes  between  buyer  and  seller  ?— They  are  authorized  to  levy  tolls,  but 
they  have  long  since  been  given  up.  There  is  a court  of  conscience  and  a petty  sessions 
court  held  once  a week — on  the  Wednesday  in  each  week. 

3856.  Were  tolls  paid  ? — Yes. 

3857.  What  was  their  probable  amount,  do  you  recollect  ?— They  varied  in  their  amount : 
J-7na,n0U,  Crd’1!  sboultl  say>  from  £300  to  £500  a year.  Perhaps  more.  When  I say 
£o00  a year  I allude  to  the  sum  for  which  they  were  rented,  but  they  might  produce  three 
or  four  times  that  amount.  I recollect  one  gentleman,  Mr.  William  Harvev,  holding  them 
a long  time,  but  they  were  subsequently  abandoned,  because  they  became  extremely 
oppressive  to  the  people.  Several  persons— myself  amongst  the  rest— endeavoured  to  get 
rid  of  them,  and  alter  much  struggling  we  succeeded. 

38o8.  Were  there  any  law  proceedings  ?— There  were  several  trials,  the  result  of  which 
was  that  the  Corporation  gave  up  the  tolls. 

3859.  Were  they  defendants  in  the  case  ? — The  Corporation  were  made  defendants,  but 
they  evaded  coming  to  trial.  It  is  a great  while  ago,  so  that  I cannot  charge  my  memory 
with  the  facts  correctly.  ° J J 

. 386°-  Can  you  give  us  any  evidence  as  to  the  tolls  levied  at  that  time  ? I think  I can 

fill  y?M  eVde,nC.e  about  thera  by  referring  to  a case  which  I myself  reported  and  published. 
It  the  Clerk  ot  the  1 cace  were  hero  he  could  give  you  the  schedule  of  tolls  which  must  have 
been  lodged  m his  office. 

3861.  Are  the  markets  still  held  on  Tuesday  and  Saturday  ?— They  are. 

3862.  Are  there  enclosed  places  for  the  sale  of  corn,  cattle,  and  pigs  ? We  have  no 

markets  that  we  can  call  our  own  ; we  have  no  corn  market ; we  have  no  enclosures  for  the 
sale  of  cattle  or  pigs.  We  have  a potato  market,  but  that  is  private  property,  and  not 
under  the  control  of  the  Corporation.  In  truth,  we  have  no  public  market  that  I know  of, 
except  the  butter  market,  which  was  built  by  private  subscription.  The  persons  who 
subscribed  to  build  it  are  nearly  all  dead.  Mr.  Bagwell  is  the  ground  landlord  of  that 
market,  and  the  rent  of  it  is  £30  a year. 

3863.  Did  the  new  Corporation  of  Clonmel  establish  any  right  over  the  butter  market 9 
—I  was  the  first  mayor  here,  and  I thought  to  establish  every  right  the  Act  of  Parliament 
gave  me,  but  I was  prevented  from  carrying  my  intentions  ‘into  effect  by  being  told  that 
Lord  Lyndhurst’s  Act  gave  a right  to  the  old  weighmasters. 

3864.  Was  no  woighmaster  appointed  by  the  Corporation  ?— Not  since  1840;  the  old 
Corporation  appointed  the  present  weighmaster,  and  the  new  Corporation  will  have  the 
power  to  appoint  when  the  present  weighmaster  dies,  but  the  Act  continues  the  present 
weighmaster. 

3865.  Does  he  hold  during  good  behaviour  ?— It  would  be  a strong  inducement  to 
remove  any  man  if  he  had  not  good  behaviour,  the  want  of  which  is  analogous  to  cor- 
ruption. 

3866.  I see  from  this  schedule  of  tolls  now  handed  me  by  the  Deputy  Clerk  of  the 

Peace  that  tolls  used  to  be  collected  in  kind ; was  that  so  ?— They  used  to  be  collected  in 
a disgraceful  way,  but  I do  not  think  there  is  any  use  in  referring  to  them  now  as  they  are 
abolished.  J 

3867.  Where  is  the  corn  sold  ? — At  the  merchants’  stores,  and  about  the  streets. 

2 G 
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3868.  Where  are  the  potatoes  sold? — They  are  sold  at  present  in  the  market  that  I 
have  alluded  to  in  a former  answer. 

3869.  Is  there  any  public  weighmaster  for  weighing  grain? — No. 

3870.  Are  there  no  public  beams,  scales,  and  weights  for  weighing  the  corn  and  grain 
brought  into  town  for  sale?— None  that  I know  of ; there  are  some,  but  then  they  are 
private  property. 

3871.  Where  is  the  agricultural  produce,  brought  into  town,  sold  and  weighed? — At  the 
merchants’  stores ; there  are  weighing  machines,  but  they  are  private  speculations,  and  we 
have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  them. 

3872.  Are  there  any  fairs  held  still  under  the  charter  of  the  old  Corporation  ? — There 
are  two  old  fairs  held  at  the  periods  I have  mentioned,  May  and  November. 

3873.  Are  any  tolls  levied  at  these  fairs  ? — No. 

3874.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  against  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  ? — I 
have  heard  many  when  I was  mayor,  and  I will  venture  to  say  that  there  has  not  been  a 
mayor  in  office  since  my  time  that  has  not  heard  similar  complaints. 

3875.  Of  weighing  unfairly? — Yes,  weighing  unfairly ; but  then  it  is  not  a general  thing, 
for  we  have  as  respectable  merchants  in  Clonmel  as  there  are  in  Ireland — merchants  that 
would  be  above  such  a practice. 

3876.  But  does  not  this  weighing  in  private  give  an  opportunity  to  those  who  are 
fraudulently  disposed  to  perpetrate  frauds?— Yes,  decidedly  it  does. 

3877.  Do  they  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight? — They  give  the  turn  of  the  beam. 

3878.  Must  the  sack  touch  the  ground  ? — No,  only  a cast  of  the  beam. 

3879-  What  beamage  is  taken  from  the  gross  weight? — I am  not  in  the  trade,  and 
therefore  cannot  speak  from  my  own  knowledge ; but  Mr.  Malcolmson,  who  is  one  of  the 
most  respectable  men  in  the  trade,  will  inform  you  upon  that  point. 

3880.  When  was  the  butter  market  established  ?— I recollect,  when  I was  a boy,  that 
there  was  a most  miserable  building  on  the  old  quay,  and  at  that  time  there  were  many 
respectable  traders  in  the  town  who  thought  it  a disgrace  to  have  their  market  in  that  way, 
and  a subscription  was  set  on  foot,  and  over  £1,000  was  raised,  and  the  butter  market  we 
have  now  was  built.  An  immense  trade  in  butter  was  then,  and  for  years  afterwards, 
carrying  on.  The  subscribers  took  no  value  for  the  money  which  they  advanced.  The 
subscribers  have  all  died  away,  nor  do  I think  there  is  now  one  of  their  representatives  to 
be  found. 

3881.  Who  gets  the  fees  paid  in  this  butter  market? — I think  the  weighmaster.  The 
old  weighmaster  resigned,  and  the  present  one,  Mr.  Thomas  Chaytor,  whose  office  is  one 
of  very  considerable  emolument,  was  appointed.  I believe  his  receipts  are  upwards  of 
£400  a year. 

3882.  Does  the  present  weighmaster  derive  all  the  emoluments,  and  appropriate  them 
to  his  own  uses  ? — He  has  to  pay  a butter  taster  out  of  what  he  gets  ; he  pays  the  expenses 
and  the  rent. 

3883.  Does  he  account  to  the  Corporation  for  what  he  receives  ? — He  does  not ; I have 
carefully  read  over  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Corporation,  and  I have  not  found  any  record 
of  his  accounting  with  the  Corporation  for  his  receipts. 

3884.  Is  it  compulsory  on  all  butter  coming  into  the  town  to  go  into  the  market  to  be 
sold  ? — I don’t  think  it  is  ; there  is  butter  bought,  without  its  going  into  the  market. 

3885.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  weighmasters,  with  a good  and 
sufficient  staff,  with  reasonable  tolls  to  support  that  market  in  good  and  proper  working 

order? Most  undoubtedly  I would,  and  I have  expressed  my  sentiments  repeatedly  and 

to  the  same  effect  upon  this  subject,  and  all  men  with  whom  I have  spoken  have  agreed 
with  me  in  saying  that  such  a thing  ought  to  be  established  in  Clonmel. 

3886.  With  a small  charge  on  every  thing  weighed  in  order  to  support  the  concern  and 
keep  it  in  proper  efficient  working  order  ? — Yes,  decidedly. 

3887.  You  are  then  in  favour  of  a public  scales? — Yes,  certainly. 

3888.  Would  you  be  for  abolishing  all  beamage  ? — Yes. 

3889-  And  to  assimilate  the  weights  and  measures  all  over  the  country  ? — Yes. 

3890.  And  the  tolls? — We  have  no  tolls,  as  I have  said,  here. 

3891.  Oh,  but  you  know  that  the  system  could  not  be  kept  up  without  a charge? — 
Decidedly  it  could  not ; it  should  support  itself. 

3892.  Would  you  be  for  assimilating  all  these  weights  and  manner  of  doing  business  to 
the  same  mode  as  they  are  in  Belfast  and  elsewhere,  so  that  the  barrel  or  the  stone  in  one 
place  should  be  the  same  as  in  the  other,  and  to  have  the  same  manner  of  transacting 
business  adopted? — Yes,  I should  say  so. 

3893.  Buying  by  the  stone  of  fourteen  pounds? — I could  not  see  any  objection  ; in  the 
potato  market  they  buy  by  the  barrel  of  twenty  stone,  and  they  deduct  a stone  from  each 
barrel.  If  you  purchase  twenty-one  stone  you  only  pay  for  twenty.  If  you  buy  twenty 
stone,  you  only  pay  for  nineteen  stone. 

3894.  But  you  would  be  for  an  assimilation  of  the  weights  and  measures  all  over  Ireland, 
and  for  one  general  system  to  prevail  throughout  the  country,  so  that  if  a merchant  here 
took  up  a Belfast  paper  he  could  know  the  price  of  oats  at  a glance.  At  present  he  must 
go  into  a calculation  before  he  can  arrive  at  the  information  which,  in  all  probability,  he 
might  require  ? — Yes,  . I am,  decidedly: 

3895.  Are  you  opposed  to  holding  fairs  in  the  public  streets? — That  system  is  the 
remains  of  barbarous  times ; it  is  a disgrace  to  Clonmel,  and  I have  repeatedly  raised  my 
voice  against  it,  but  it  is  continued  here,  I must  say,  through  sheer  necessity. 
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3896.  Would  it  not  be  a good  plan  to  force  the  proprietor,  when  he  receives  the  tolls  to 
have  a proper  fair-green  set  apart  for  the  sale  of  cattle,  properly  fenced  in,  and  drained 
Parliament  Sll°ul(1  Sa^  that  lie  slloul(i  coerced  to  do  it  by  a very  stringent  Act  of 

. 389  7 ' Would  it  not  be  a good  thing,  in  your  opinion,  to  levy  the  tolls  on  cattle  coming 
into  market,  and  not  on  those  going  out  of  it,  which  latter  system  leads  to  swearing  and  its 
consequences  ? — I should  think  so ; but  I am  not  now  speaking  of  Clonmel,  where  we  have 
no  such  thing ; but  you  could  be  told  horrible  tales  of  that  system  of  proceeding,  and  these 
were  my  inducements  to  interfere. 


Robert  Malcolmson,  esq.,  examined. 

3898.  You  reside  in  Clonmel  ? — Yes,  I do. 

3899.  What  is  your  occupation ’—Milling  and  com  trade. 

3900.  Do  you  buy  largely  ? — Yes  ; wheat. 

3901.  Is  there  a public  market  here? — No. 

3902.  Then  you  are  obliged  to  buy  corn  about  the  streets?— No,  not  exactly  about  the 
streets  ; but  the  farmers  come  with  the  samples  to  the  merchants,  and  go  from  one  to  the 
other,  in  order  to  get  the  best  prices,  and  whoever  gives  them  the  best  price  they  sell  to  him 

3903.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  ?— We  take  the  turn  of  the  beam.  The  lowest 
weight  is  one  pound. 

3904.  What  deductions  do  you  make  ?— Four  pounds  to  the  barrel  of  twenty  stone,  and 
if  the  sack  weighs  thirty  stone  we  deduct  six  pounds. 

3905.  That  is  four  pounds  to  every  twenty  stone  ? — Yes. 

3906.  Are  there  any  other  deductions?— No,  except  the  sack,  which  we  always  tare 

3907  • In  making  up  the  ticket  would  you  pay  for  the  odd  pounds  ?— We  pay  for  every 


3909.  Did  you  ever  know  a dispute  about  weighing  ?— Indeed  I did  ; we  had  a dispute 
once  with  a man  about  the  weight,  and  we  brought  his  sacks  next  door,  to  Mr.  Hughes  and 
we  there  convinced  him  that  we  were  correct.  6 ’ 


3910.  I suppose  it  would  be  impossible  under  the  present  system  to  find  out  the  statistics 
of  wheat  sold  during  the  year  in  the  town  ?— Except  from  the  merchants. 

3911.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a public  market  for  the  sale  of  corn  ?— As  far  as  we  are 
concerned  ourselves  we  would  rather  have  the  sales  effected  in  our  stores,  because  there 
would  bo  a difficulty  in  getting  the  corn  from  the  market ; and  then,  if  the  parcel  delivered 
was  not  equal  to  the  sample,  we  would  not  of  course  receive  it,  and  then  the  farmer  would 
be  disappointed.  In  the  middle  of  a bag  we  have  often  detected  fraud. 

3912.  W ould  you  not  think  it  right  to  have  a law  passed  which  would  inflict  punishment 

m a summary  way  before  the  magistrates  for  an  offence  of  that  kind  ?— There  is  sufficient 
law  at  present  for  that.  If  there  is  deceit  in  corn  we  can  have  it  seized  and  sold  by  the 
mayor.  J 


3913.  And  what  protection  has  the  farmer  against  fraud — how  can  he  tell  that  he  is  paid 
for  the  full  and  proper  quantity  delivered  ?— None  whatever,  except  the  credit  of  the 
establishment  with  which  he  deals. 

3914.  How  do  you  deduct  the  beamage  from  your  corn — is  it  by  the  single  bav  or  by 

bulk  ?— By  the  single  bag.  ° J 

3915.  Suppose  the  bag  was  twenty  stone  seven  pounds  ? — The  clerk  puts  down  twenty 
stone  three  pounds. 

3916.  But  suppose  it  weighed  only  nineteen  stone  ?— Then  there  would  be  four  pounds 
taken  off.  If  it  weighed  twenty-two  stone,  there  would  be  five  pounds  taken  off.  There 
is  one  mill  here  in  which  the  wheat  is  all  started  into  a box. 

3917.  You  take  the  beamage  off  both  sack  and  corn? — Yes. 

3918.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  all  agricultural  produce  with  as  low  a weight 

as  one  pound,  abolish  all  deductions,  and  then  regulate  your  prices  accordingly  ? I do  not 

think  it  would  make  much  difference  either  way. 

3919.  It  would  ; because  when  you  make  these  large  deductions  it  encourages  the  farmer 
to  bring  his  corn  in  a dirty  state  ?— If  he  brought  it  in  in  a dirty  state  there  must  be 
further  deductions. 

3920.  Well,  but  then  if  it  is  not  in  a dirty  state,  would  it  not  be  better  for  the  farmer 
that  there  should  be  a public  market  where  he  could  have  his  com  weighed,  his  price  fixed, 
his  docket  made  out,  with  nothing  to  do  but  deliver  into  the  merchant’s  store,  and  no 
deductions  made  ? — I cannot  sec  that  it  would  make  the  slightest  difference. 

3921.  Could  not  the  party  weighing  corn  call  out  a much  less  weight  than  that  which 
the  corn  actually  weighed  ? — He  certainly  might,  if  he  wished  to  be  a rogue. 

3922.  If  he  wished  could  he  not  do  so  ? — He  could. 

3923.  On  the  subject  of  beamage,  don’t  you  consider  it  an  injury  to  the  farmer— does  it 
not  keep  up  a fictitious  price  ? — The  largest  establishments  we  have  about  here  are  in  the 
constant  habit  of  adopting  it  so  long  as  I recollect.  I would  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation 
of  weights  throughout  the  country,  but  I really  think  they  are  the  same  all  over  the 
kingdom.  They  vary  in  different  parts  of  Ireland.  In  Clonmel  the  barrel  of  potatoes,  for 
instance,  is  twenty  stono,  whilst  in  Cork  it  is  thirty  stone.  We  are  all  buying  here'  by 
weight,  and  that  is  not  the  case  in  England,  where  they  buy  by  measure.  If  there  could 
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CLONMEL,  be  an  assimilation  between  the  two  countries  it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  all  parties. 
1st  December,  1852.  They  are  trying  to  do  away  with  metres  in  England. 

3924.  You  would  assimilate  all  weights  both  in  England  and  Ireland  ?— Yes,  1 would, 

R Malcohnson  esq.  it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  both  countries.  _ 

3925.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  complaints  being  made  against  the  weights  used  m private 
establishments  ? — Yes,  I did.  There  have  been  complaints  made  against  ourselves. 

3926.  Does  not  the  system  offer  facilities  for  the  commission  of  fraud  ? — It  does  so. 

3927.  Would  you  not  be  in  favour  of  a public  market? — If  you  do  so  you  tax  the  farmer. 

The  charge  in  Cork  for  weighing  is  2d.,  which  is  paid  by  the  brokers,  and  charged  over 
against  the  farmer.  _ . , . 

3928.  A public  market,  to  a man  so  extensively  engaged  in  trade  as  you  are,  would  be  a 
great  saving  of  time,  and  would,  therefore,  be  of  Vast  importance  to  you  in  that  point  of 

view  alone  ? The  great  inconvenience  to  me  would  be  that  I could  not  get  the  corn 

delivered  into  my  stores  in  time.  There  would  be  great  delay  occasioned  by  weighing  and 
ticketing.  ... 

3929.  You  object  to  the  public  market  because,  in  your  opinion,  it  would  cause  incon- 
venience and  delay  ? — And  expense  to  the  farmer. 

3930.  That  is  a consideration  for  the  farmer,  but  to  yourself  I cannot  see  how  it  could 
cause  either  inconvenience  or  delay  ?— Perhaps  I cannot  explain  myself  to  you  properly, 
but  we  can  get  our  corn  in  quicker,  and  pay  the  farmer  earlier,  so  that  he  get  home  in 
time,  than  we  could  if  the  business  was  done  in  public  market.  In  Londonderry,  where 
great  quantities  of  corn  are  bought  and  sold,  the  bell  rings  at  a certain  hour,  and  the  whole 
thing  is  off  before  twelve  o’clock  ; and  how  will  they  get  on  in  Limerick,  where  they  are 
to  have  a public  market,  and  where  they  will  weigh  every  thing.  It  is  a much  larger 
market  than  this ; besides,  buying  in  a public  market  puts  every  man  upon  an  equality,  and 
creates  competition,  which  enhances  the  value  of  the  article  to  be  purchased.  In  a public 
market  you  may  have  two  honest  men  beside  you,  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  dealing  in 
private  you  may  be  encountered  by  a rogue ; for  instance,  1 have  been  told  that  in 
Tipperary  some  men  will  give  lei.  a stone  more  than  a bona  fide  trader  because  they  have 
what  is  called  the  “ thumb  ” on  the  weighing.  I would  prefer  things  remaining  as  they  are, 
so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  and  as  regards  the  corn  market. 

g73  James  Hughes,  miller,  examined. 

James  Hughes.  3931.  Do  you  purchase  corn  in  this  market  ? — I do. 

3932.  Is  your  system  of  buying  the  same  as  Mr.  Malcolmson’s  ? — 1 es. 

3933.  The  corn  is  brought  to  your  stores,  and  the  farmer  paid  for  it  there  ? — Y es. 

3934.  Do  you  take  beamage  ? — We  take  it  off  in  the  scales. 

3935.  Are  your  deductions  on  oats  and  barley  the  same  ? — We  do  not  buy  much  barley. 

3936.  Do  you  pay  for  odd  pounds  ? — Yes. 

Referred  to  in  the  3937-  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a public  market  provided  that  proper  care  was  taken 
Report,  p.  23,  as  to  establish  one  upon  sound  principles,  with  an  active  and  an  efficient  staff  to  work  it  ? — 

Q.  3868.  Unquestionably  I would. 

3938.  You  think  it  would  be  advantageous  to  both  buyer  and  seller  ? — I do,  as  it  would 
place  each  upon  an  equality. 

3939.  Do  you  think  it  would  cause  delay? — Quite  the  reverse.  It  is  true  we  could  not 
get  our  corn  to  the  stores  until  after  the 'dose  of  the  market,  but  that  trifling  delay  would 
be  more  than  overbalanced  by  the  great  benefits  which  it  would  confer  on  the  buyer  and 
seller  in  particular,  and  the  public  in  general. 

3940.  You  consider  that  the  present  system  of  weighing  in  private  offers  facilities  for 
practising  fraud  ? — Decidedly.  If  I now  choose  to  commit  fraud  I can  do  it,  because  there 
is  no  check  upon  me. 

3941.  Have  you  heard  of  complaints  against  buyers  for  weighing  fraudulently  ? — Yes. 

3942.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  buying  by  one  uniform  weight  all  over  the  country? — 
I would. 

3943.  Do  you  think  the  fairest  plan  would  be  to  abolish  all  deductions? — I think  it 
would  be  most  desirable ; and,  with  respect  to  delay,  as  stated  by  a former  witness,  in 
the  delivery  of  the  corn  at  the  stores,  the  farmer  could  deliver  his  corn  after  market,  and 
the  merchant’s  men  could  be  there  to  receive  it.  If  there  was  a corn  market  and  compe- 
tition the  farmer  would  never  go  to  the  private  stores,  and  any  ignorant  man  could  tell 
what  was  doing.  I would  wish  to  see  the  system  carried  out  here. 

3944.  Do  you  think  the  farmer  would  object  to  a charge  for  weighing  his  corn  in  a public 
market? — I do  not  look  upon  the  cost  of  weighing  any  grievance  at  all  on  the  farmer,  and 
I am  certain  he  would  not  object  to  it. 

3945.  Then  you  would  be  for  the  establishing  of  a public  market,  having  all  produce 
weighed  in  it — assimilating  the  weights  all  over  Ireland,  and  abolishing  all  deductions  ? — 
I would. 

374,  William  Smith,  esq.,  examined. 

"William  Smith,  csip  3946.  Is  your  system  of  weighing  the  same  as  Mr.  Malcolmson’s  ? — Yes. 

3947.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  public  market  ? — Indeed  I would.  It  would 
be  a favour  conferred,  not  only  on  the  seller,  but  upon  the  buyer.  My  experience  is 
confined  to  the  oat  trade,  and  a public  market  would  be  a great  benefit  to  it. 

3948.  Do  you  know  of  frauds  having  been  complained  against  during  your  experience? 
— Indeed  I do ; and  I am  sure  they  must  have  been  practised.  I myself  was  beaten  out 


Referred  to  in  the 
Report,  p.  23,  as 
Q.  3868. 
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of  the  market  by  persons  giving  \d.  per  stone  more  than  I would  give ; and  in  the  evening 
of  the  same  day  1 have  bought  from  the  same  parties,  the  same  oats,  at  the  same  price 
that  I would  have  given  lor  it  m the  morning.  This  has  happened  to  me  upwards  of  one 
hundred  times  I am  certain. 


3949.  Then  you  would  be  in  favour  of  a general  public  market,  where  all  agricultural 

Pro“uf  ° , hne  sold  paying  a reasonable  sum  for  weighing,  and  keeping  up  an  efficient 

staff  of  officials  ? — Decidedly.  1 

3950.  And  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures? — Decidedly 

3951.  And  abolishing  all  deductions  ?— Decidedly. 

3952.  These  arrangements  would  simplify  the  matter?— Indeed  they  would  very  much 

and  in  my  mind  very  beneficially  so.  J 

3953.  Do  you  deduct  beamage  from  each  bag,  or  from  the  gross  bags  included  ?— From 
the  gross  bags  included. 

. 3,954-  lf  eighty  stone,  you  deduct  sixteen  pounds ; and  so  on  in  proportion  ?— Yes : that 
is  the  custom  of  the  town. 


3955.  Have  you  any  further  suggestion  to  make  about  the  com  market  ?— No  • but  I am 
decidedly  in  favour  of  a public  market. 

3956.  What  is  the  way  in  which  you  make  up  your  books  ?— We  deduct  the  beamage  on 

the  gross  weight  of  the  sacks.  I tare  the  sacks  and  deduct  the  tare  afterwards ; the  man 
at  the  scales  cries  out  the  weights;  but,  nevertheless,  if  I choose  to  cheat  I could  do  so  If 
the  weighmaster  was  dishonest  he  could  cheat ; he  could  commit  a fraud  upon  the  seller. 
Iheie  is  no  check  upon  him  at  present  more  than  by  the  seller  standing  by  and  seeing  his 
own  corn  weighed.  ° 


John  Bagwell,  j.p.,  d.l.,  examined. 

3957.  Arc  you  proprietor  of  ten  annual  fairs  in  the  borough  of  Clonmel  ?— Yes,  I am. 

3958.  How  often  are  they  held? — They  are  held  every  month  in  the  year  except  May 
and  November,  which  are  old  established  fairs. 

3959.  1 ou  hold  under  patent  ? — \ cs ; 1 hold  under  a patent  granted  to  my  grandfather 

in  the  reign  of  Geo.  III.  J 


3960.  Does  that  patent  authorize  you  to  hold  fairs  and  levy  tolls?— It  does;  and  which 
tolls  were  always  levied  until  I came  to  the  country,  when  opposition  to  the  payment  of 
them  was  made,  and  then  I gave  them  up. 

39G1.  Were  the  fairs  always  held  in  the  street  as  they  are  now?— There  never  was  any 
other  accommodation  for  the  old  fairs  except  what  the  streets  afforded  them. 

3962.  Do  you  think  that  fairs  held  on  the  Queen’s  highway  are  not  objectionable  ? — I 
do  not  recollect  any  objection  being  made  on  that  head,  but  I do  to  the  levying  of  tolls. 
I offered  to  establish  a market,  particularly  for  pigs,  and  I laid  out  a piece  of  ground  for 
that  purpose  ; but  the  shopkeepers  of  the  town  sent  a memorial  to  me  not  to  do  so,  and  I 
dropped  it. 

3963.  Would  you  not  think  it  right  to  compel  the  proprietor  of  every  fair  to  enclose, 

with  a wall,  a proper  piece  of  ground  upon  which  the  fair  could  be  held,  and  then  to  levy 
tolls  in  a proper  manner,  not  to  levy  them  on  the  Queen’s  highway?— I think  it  would; 
and  I also  think  that  the  weight  of  public  evidence  and  public  feeling  are  in  favour  of  a 
general  market ; and  1 think  it  would  also  give  satisfaction  to  the  farmer  if  it  did  not  entail 
on  him  too  much  expense.  The  tolls  of  such  a market  as  that  would  be  nothing  more  than 
what  would  be  merely  necessary  to  make  it  respectable— to  pay  trustworthy  persons  to 
conduct  it.  r 

3964.  Would  you  object  to  that? — No,  certainly  not. 

3965.  Then  you  have  nothing  to  say  against  the  utility  of  public  general  markets  ?— 
I have  never  heard  the  subject  called  in  question. 

3966.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  compelling  all  proprietors  of  fairs  to  have  well-enclosed 
places  where  the  cattle  to  be  sold  at  the  fair  could  be  exhibited— those  places  to  be  kept 
well  drained  and  dry  ? — Certainly. 

3967.  Would  you  be  for  an  assimilation  of  weights  all  over  the  country,  and  abolishing 
of  all  deductions,  beamage,  and  allowances? — Certainly. 

3968.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  it  would  bo  the  easiest  plan  for  the  whole  of  Ireland  to 
sell  all  agricultural  produce  by  the  stone  ?— Certainly. 

3969-  In  the  event  of  a general  market  being  established  for  Clonmel,  would  you  be 
able  to,  or  could  you,  provide  a proper  fair-green  ?— I would  do  so,  provided  the  tolls  were 
granted  me.  I have  plenty  of  ground  that  would  answer  the  purpose.  I would  not  throw 
any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  carrying  so  desirable  an  object  into  effect ; in  fact  whatever  way 
the  Government  act,  or  whatever  they  agree  to  do  about  it,  I will  not  throw  any  obstacle 
in  the  way.  I would,  however,  prefer  that  the  Corporation  should  have  the  ground,  they 
paying  me ; but  if  that  cannot  be  done,  I will  not,  as  I have  already  said,  throw  any  obstacle 
m the  way  of  the  Government,  even  if  I could. 


Patrick  Corcoran  examined. 


3970.  Do  you  reside  in  Clonmel? — I do. 

3971.  Are  you  a corn  merchant  ? — I am. 

3972.  Do  you  deal  in  oats? — I do. 

3973.  Is  your  system  of  weighing  the  same  as  Mr.  Smith’s? — It  is,  I think.  I turn  the 
beam,  and  I pay  for  the  odd  pounds.  I deduct  four  pounds  on  every  fourteen  stone  of  oats ; 
four  pounds  on  every  sixteen  stone  of  barley ; and  four  pounds  on  every  twenty  stone  of 
wheat. 


CLONMEL, 

1st  December,  18D2. 
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3974.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  corn  market  ? — I would ; because  I think  it 
would  lie  the  fairest  way  to  carry  on  business ; it  would  protect  the  farmer  and  the  honest 

3975.  Have  you  ever  known  or  heard  of  any  complaints  being  made  respecting  private 

weighing  ?— Indeed  I have.  I had  occasion  to  see,  not  long  ago,  that  a farmer  would  do 
better  in  a public  market,  than  to  transact  his  own  business  by  private  sale : he  was  a 
customer  of  mine,  and  I found  that  in  one  case  eighteen  stone  of  oats  were  taken  from  him 
on  three  loads.  I gave  Dr.  Phelan,  who  was  then  mayor,  the  ticket.  A few  more  cases 
of  the  same  kind  occurred  : in  two  or  three  bags  of  barley  there  were  three  or  four  stone 
short  In  fact  there  is  no  check  upon  any  one  who  is  willing  to  be  a rogue ; a farmer  does 
not  know,  perhaps,  what  he  is  doing  in  the  morning,  he  is  so  fuddled  after  the  night,  and 
he  may  be  cheated  to  any  amount.  . . 

3976.  Do  you  recollect  any  particular  case  in  which  a farmer  complained  oi  being 
defrauded  ?— Yes ; there  was  another  customer  of  mine  who  sold  a load  of  corn  in  a certain 
house  in  this  town,  and  I recollect  that  he  had  to  come  to  me.  “ Well,”  said  I,  “ I would  have 
done  better  for  vou,  but  you  ought  to  go  back  and  claim'a  certain  number  of  stones.”  And 
he  did  go  back,  and  he  got  what  he  claimed.  There  were  many  cases  of  this  land  in  Clonmel. 

3977.  Were  there  many  such  cases  latterly? — Very  few  these  few  years  back. 

3978.  Are  you  then  in  favour  of  a public  market  ? — Yes ; I think  it  would  be  a great 
and  decided  improvement. 

3979.  Have  you  brokers  here  ? — No.  , . 

3980.  It  would  be  better  for  the  farmer  to  get  rid  of  the  broker,  and  do  his  own  business/ 

— Far  better,  in  my  opinion.  . • . , ' 

3981.  Would  you  do  away  with  beamage?— I would  do  away  with  it  altogether,  and  1 
would  weigh  standing  beam,  and  with  one  pound. 

3982.  Would  you  abolish  all  deductions  ? — I would. 

3983.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — I would. 

William  Ryan  examined. 

3984.  Would  you  be  for  selling  by  the  stone,  having  one  general  assimilation  of  weights 
all  over  Ireland ? — Yes;  I think  that  in  changing  from  the  sale  by  the  stone,  to  that  of 
the  barrel,  the  farmer  would  be  injured ; because  if  I send  a man  to  market  to  sell  my 
oats  by  the  barrel,  he  may  put  money  into  his  pocket.  It  came  under  my  own  observation 
that  a man  refused  to  take  a \d.  a stone  more,  but  will  take  the  allowance.  I have  often 
seen  a farmer  robbed  in  that  way. 

3985.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — Indeed  I would. 

3986.  And  abolish  all  deductions? — Yes,  I would. 

Mr.  Thomas  Dorney  examined. 

3987.  Where  do  you  live? — In  Clonmel ; and  am  secretary  to  the  mayor  and  clerk  to  the 
magistrates  for  the  last  ten  years. 

3988.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  pig -market  in  this  town  ? — I am,  and  with 
the  almost  innumerable  frauds  that  have,  from  time  to  time,  come  before  the  magistrates, 
nearly  all  of  which,  relative  to  the  corn  trade,  have  arisen  out  of  this  system  of  weighing  in 
private.  In  some  cases  that  the  parties  have  not  given  correct  weights,  although  the 
defendants  were  some  of  the  most  respectable  men  in  Clonmel,  and  who  would  no  more 
be  guilty  of  such  an  act  than  they  would  be  guilty  of  any  other  crime.  In  other  cases  where, 
after  the  corn  had  been  started,  a certain  class  of  merchants  would  say  that  the  parcel 
would  not  be  as  good  as  the  sample ; and  then  a man  would  come  down  off  the  loft  with  a 
sample  in  his  hand,  and  will  maintain  that  the  parcel  is  not  as  good  as  the  sample  ; but  in 
numerous  cases,  I must  say,  that  the  farmers  were  in  the  wrong,  and  that  the  parcels  delivered 
were  not  as  good  as  the  samples. 

3989.  Have  you  ever  known  that  done  to  lower  the  price  at  first  agreed  upon  ? — In  some 
few  houses  in  the  town,  but  not  in  respectable  ones,  it  has  been  done.  There  are  other 
corn  merchants  in  the  town  against  whom  a complaint  has  not  been  lodged  during  the  ten 
years  that  I am  in  office. 

3990.  And  all  this  originates  from  weighing  in  private  ? — Yes,  decidedly,  in  my  opinion. 

3991.  With  respect  to  the  pig-market  ? — In  the  pig- market  and  potato-market  the  frauds 
practised  cannot  be  equalled,  I am  positive,  in  the  whole  of  Ireland. 

3992.  Where  is  the  pig-market  held  ? — In  the  public  street,  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
town. 

3993.  There  is  no  enclosed  market  ? — No. 

3994.  Have  you  any  tolls  ? — No. 

3995.  Is  the  pig-market  under  any  superintendence  ? — None,  except  that  the  mayor  sends 
men  there  to  keep  the  pigs  from  rooting  up  the  ground  ; it  is  most  injurious  to  the  streets. 

3996.  What  are  the  principal  frauds  you  complain  of? — The  frauds  are,  as  I have  already 
said,  innumerable,  but  the  principal  ones  are  evasions  of  the  custom  of  dealing  in  this  town. 
According  to  the  custom  of  the  market  here  a buyer  is  allowed  os.  per  hundred-weight  off 
a bad  measly  pig,  and  2s.  6d.  per  hundred-weight  off  one  slightly  touched  ; but  it  has  come 
under  my  notice,  as  well  as  under  that  of  the  authorities,  that  the  pig-buyers  will  cut  the 
price  12s.  6d.  off  a pig  when,  perhaps,  the  animal  may  turn  out,  when  examined,  to  have 
no  measles  at  all.  I recollect  one  case  which  occurred  three  weeks  ago,  where  an  attempt 
was  made  to  take  15s.  off  the  price  of  a pig  which  had  been  bought  for  30s. ; but  on 
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complaint  being  made  to  the  mayor,  he  sent  one  of  his  men  to  examine  the  animal,  when  it 
was  found  that  it  was  not  measly  at  all. 

399 T.  How  do  they  know  the  weight  of  a pig?— Those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  pig- 
buying know  the  weight  of  a pig  to  within  seven  pounds.  The  present  mayor  has  to  go 
down  to  the  yards  every  pig  fair-day,  in  order  to  settle  disputes,  and  have  justice  done 
•between  the  parties,  otherwise  the  people  would  be  robbed. 

3998.  Is  there  a market  for  dead  pigs  here  ? — No. 

3999.  There  are  no  deductions  except  for  measles?— No ; but  the  buyers  will  allege  that 

the  pigs  are  measly  whether  they  are  or  not ; and  to  such  an  extent  have  the  frauds  in  the 
pig-market  been  carried  on,  that  the  magistrates  have  found  it  almost  an  impossibility  to 
put  a stop  to  it.  The  pig-buyers  have  entered  into  a subscription  to  take  proceedings 
agpinst  the  present  mayor  for  interfering  with  them,  and  for  not  allowing  them,  in  every 
case,  whether  right  or  wrong,  to  have  their  “ cut.”  J 

4000.  How  do  they  sell  the  pigs  here  ? — The  pig-buyer  comes  up  and  asks  the  price  of 
the  pig ; the  seller  tells  him,  and  then  if  they  agree,  the  buyer  puts  a cut  or  mark  on  the 
pig,  and  sends  him  into  a yard,  for  which  he  charges  3d. 

4001.  Is  it  an  open  yard  ?— No.  These  yards  belong  to  publicans.  The  buyers  desire 
the  sellers  to  send  the  pigs  into  these  yards,  and  they  are  charged  3d.  on  each  pig  as  “ yard- 
money.” 

4002.  Is  that  what  is  called  “ luck-money”  ? — No  ; it  is  a distinct  charge  ; it  is  a different 
thing  altogether. 

4003.  Any  tiling  else? — Yes;  there  are  numbers  of  people  who  go  by  the  name  of 
“blockers,”  who  attend  the  markets,  and  who,  being  judges  of  pigs,  buy  them  in  this  way. 
All  the  money  they  have  is  perhaps  a penny,  and  they  give  that  as  earnest;  they  then  have 
their  purchase  driven  into  one  of  these  yards,  where,  if  they  can,  they  effect  sales  with  the 
regular  pig-jobbers,  but  if  they  cannot,  the  farmer  has  his  pigs  to  drive  home  again  ; he 
loses  his  market,  and  there  is  no  remedy  against  these  persons  except  by  “ distress ;”  but  to 
enforce  distress,  in  order  to  levy  fines,  would  be  useless,  as  these  blockers,  as  they  are 
called,  are  not  worth  a farthing. 

4004.  Are  there  any  abuses  in  the  potato-market  ?— The  frauds  in  the  potato-market  are, 
if  possible,  greater  than  in  the  pig-maket. 

4005.  Where  is  the  potato-market  held  ?— It  is  held  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town,  in 
Ncw-street ; it  is  private  property,  and  belongs  to  Mr.  Tinsley. 

4006.  Wliat  way  are  the  tolls  regulated  there  ?— He  charges  the  farmer  1 d.  a bag  for 
weighing. 

4007.  Is  it  compulsory  on  the  farmer  to  bring  his  potatoes  there? — It  is  not;  they  can 
be,  and  are  sold,  about  town. 

4008.  When  they  are  brought  into  the  market,  do  they  pay  whether  they  are  weighed  or 
not? — Yes.  It  is  1 tZ.  a bag  whether  small  or  large. 

4009.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing— do  they  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight  ? 

Down  weight.  Seven  pounds  is  the  smallest  weight  they  use,  and  they  require  the  sack  to 
go  to  the  ground  ; if  it  was  standing  beam,  it  would  be  thrown  out. 

4010.  Then  the  farmer  loses  seven  pounds  if  he  does  not  trim  his  sack  at  home  ? Yes. 

4011.  Is  there  any  allowance  or  deduction? — Yes;  there  is  one  stone  for  every  barrel; 
for  bag  and  beamage  they  weigh  down  weight,  and  they  weigh  with  no  smaller  weight  than 
seven  pounds.  If  the  bag  contains  twenty-one  stone,'  you  deduct  one  stone,  and  pay  for 
twenty  stone  ; if  twenty-one  stone  seven  pounds,  the  buyer  pays  for  twenty  stone  only ; 
if  twenty  stone,  he  only  pays  for  nineteen  stone. 

4012.  So  that  the  farmer  may  lose  on  every  barrel  of  twenty  stone,  twenty-one  pounds  ? 

He  may.  And  then  again  the  man  who  does  not  buy  a sack  is  defrauded  by  the  mixtures, 
besides  they  never  pay  the  farmers  fairly. 

4013.  Forestalling  and  unfair  weighing  are  the  complaints  against  them  ? — Yes.  But  I 
must  say  that  every  imaginable  fraud  that  can  be  thought  of,  and  frauds  that  you  could  not 
think  of  at  all,  are  practised  in  this  market. 

Alderman  Hackctt  re-examined. 

4014.  When  tolls  were  collected,  how  were  they  taken  on  corn? — I cannot  say;  I was 
not  connected  with  the  Corporation  at  that  period. 

4015.  What  was  the  charge  on  corn? — I cannot  say;  but  this  I know  that  there  were 
most  extraordinary  frauds  committed  under  that  system.  It  would  take  a little  volume  to 
tell  you  all  the  anecdotes  of  frauds  of  the  kind  to  which  I allude.  There  was  a gentleman 
here  of  the  name  of  Eonayne,  who  opposed  the  tolls,  and  Mr.  Suther  and  myself  joined  him 
in  libs  opposition  to  them,  and  we  used  to  go  amongst  the  collectors  who  were  always  armed 
with  great  bludgeons,  but  they  would  not  like  to  strike  any  of  us ; they  used,  however,  to 
strike  the  country  people.  These  collectors  used  to  charge  for  a little  pig,  and  it  was  this 
kind  of  work  that  made  the  thing  be  abolished. 

Mr.  Thomas  Chaytor  examined. 

4016.  Do  you  live  in  Clonmel? — Yes. 

4017.  What  situation  do  you  hold? — That  of  inspector  and  weighmaster  of  the  Clonmel 
butter-market — clerk  of  the  market. 

4018.  You  were  appointed  by  the  Corporation? — Yes,  by  the  old  Corporation. 

4019.  Who  does  the  market  belong  to  ? — I cannot  tell  who  it  belongs  to.  I received  the 
appointment  from  the  old  Corporation,  and  I pay  the  ground-rent  of  it. 
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4020.  Is  it  compulsory  on  tlie  people  to  enter  that  market  for  the  sale  of  butter  ? — No, 
it  is  not. 

4021.  But  butter  goes  in  there  to  he  inspected  ? — Yes,  and  weighed. 

4022.  What  is  the  charge  on  every  firkin  of  butter  that  goes  in  there  ? — Three  pence. 

4023.  That  is  levied  according  to  the  old  Act  of  Parliament  in  force  before  Sir  Henry 
Parnell’s  Act  ? — Yes,  that  is  repealed  if  the  people  wish  to  repeal  it. 

4024.  How  do  you  dispose  of  that  3d.  ? — Two  pence  for  the  weighmaster’s  fees,  and  1 d. 
for  the  inspector.  The  2d.  goes  for  weighing  and  cooperage,  and  Id  to  the  inspector,  that 
is  what  the  Act  of  Parliament  says  is  the  charge. 

4025.  You  get  all  these  fees,  and  you  pay  the  expenses,  and  hear  the  Corporation 
harmless  ? — Yes. 

4026.  The  Corporation  never  called  on  you  to  account  for  the  receipts  ? — Never. 

4027.  What  is  the  rent  you  pay  for  the  market  ? — At  first  it  was  £50  a year,  hut 
through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Bagwell  it  has  been  reduced  to  £30. 

4028.  The  Corporation  is  chargeable  with  that  rent  ? — Yes ; but  I never  came  in  contact 
with  the  present  Corporation  with  regard  to  the  butter-market. 

4029.  What  is  your  staff? — I have  got  an  inspector  and  two  weighmasters,  persons  who 
put  the  weights  into  the  scales  and  weigh  the  firkins.  I may  call  myself  the  weighmastcr, 
as  I am  constantly  at  work.  I stand  in  the  office,  and  make  out  the  tickets.  The  inspec- 
tors also,  who  are  sworn  as  well  as  I,  make  out  tickets  occasionally ; and  their  declara- 
tions, as  well  as  mine,  have  been  lodged  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  according  to  Act  of 
Parliament. 

4030.  Do  you  keep  a porter  ? — No,  I do  not. 

4031.  That,  then,  is  the  whole  of  your  staff? — Yes. 

4032.  One  inspector  and  two  weighmasters  ? — Yes. 

4033.  If  butter  came  into  the  market  and  was  not  sold,  would  it  pay  ? — It  would  pay 
Id,  for  inspection,  to  the  inspector.  It  is  a fixed  salary. 

4034.  Does  his  inspection  give  much  satisfaction? — Acs;  I got  him  through  the  kind- 
ness of  the  Waterford  merchants ; and  lie  was  so  clever  while  with  them,  that  they  said 
they  would  give  anything  to  get  him  back  again. 

4035.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight  ? — Down  weight,  certainly. 

4036.  The  firkin  must  be  what  I call  fair  weight,  strong  cast  ? — Not  strong.  I would 
like  the  weight  between  standing  beam  and  down  weight,  but  not  too  strong  a cast.  I 
weigh  by  the  pound,  with  deductions. 

4037.  Any  beamage? — There  is  no  heamage  in  Clonmel  hut  at  the  merchants’  stores, 
and  there,  I understand,  there  is  a beamage  of  two  pounds  taken.  The  butter  is  first 
weighed,  and  then  tarod ; and  if  the  scales  bear  a half  a pound,  there  is  a deduction  made 
for  half  a pound.  If  the  firkin  weighs  fourteen  and  a-half  pounds,  that  is  fifteen  pounds. 

4038.  Suppose  it  was  only  fourteen  and  a-quarter  pounds  ? — Then  that  would  he  only 
fourteen  pounds.  We  weigh  down  with  one  pound,  and  deduct  fifteen  pounds  for  the  firkin. 

4039.  Must  the  farmer  weigh  his  own  firkin  ? — No ; it  must  be  fifteen  pounds. 

4040.  You  have  no  beamage,  but  you  understand  the  merchant  gets  two  pounds? — Yes; 
I make  up  the  tickets.  I put  the  seller’s  name  in  the  ticket,  and  the  number  and  weight ; 
for  instance,  No.  300  — 3-0-15,  and  then  state  the  quality,  1 or  2 ; 300  in  the  buyer’s 
book,  weight,  three  quarters  and  fifteen  pounds,  then  we  knock  off  the  fifteen  pounds. 

4041.  Then  he  would  be  paid  two  quarters  and  eleven  pounds  in  the  merchant’s  store  ? 
— Yes.  Formerly  there  was  no  such  thing,  but  it  is  so  settled  under  the  present  system. 
He  was  paid  to  the  very  pound ; if  his  firkin  weighed  112  pounds  he  was  paid  for  it. 

4042.  Have  you  ever  known  the  weight  to  be  cut  ? — Not  after  it  was  weighed. 

4043.  It  does  not  go  out  of  your  store  with  any  mark  upon  it  but  your  chalks  ? — Nothing 
more. 

4044.  Then  the  merchant  does  not  take  your  quality? — No. 

4045.  Then  he  could  put  “first  quality”  on  your  third  quality? — He  could. 

4046.  Did  you  ever  hear  complaints? — No;  Clonmel  butter  ranges  very  high  in  the 
London  market. 

4047.  Do  not  small  dealers  buy  up  small  firkins  before  they  go  to  the  weigh  house  ? — 
Yes ; I have  heard  of  complaints  in  that  particular.  There  are  persons  who  buy  a few 
small  firkins  in  order  to  turn  a few  shillings. 

4048.  Do  the  farmers  lose  anything  but  the  two  pounds  and  the  3d. ; is  there  any  charge 
made  beyond  these  ? — Nothing ; all  lie  loses  is  the  3d.,  and  the  two  pounds  of  butter. 

4049.  Then  the  farmer  is  paid  according  to  your  qualification? — When  the  butter  is 
qualified  the  merchant  looks  over  them,  and  goes  to  the  farmer  and  says,  I will  give  you 
so  much  all  round,  or  I will  give  you  so  much  for  firsts  and  thirds,  with  cuts,  all  round ; but 
that  is  a matter  of  private  arrangement. 

4050.  Could  you  tell  me  how  much  butter  was  sold  in  your  market  during  the  last  three 
years? — I have  not  the  means  of  telling  you  that  about  me  at  present,  but  I can  let  you 
have  it. 

4051.  Was  it  50,000  firkins? — Indeed  I think  it  was. 

4052.  Do  you  know  whether  the  brand  put  on  the  firkins  has  been  altered  ? — The 
merchant  does  not  ship  according  to  my  qualification. 

4053.  Do  you  know,  or  did  you  ever  hear,  of  the  quality  changing  before  it  left  the 
merchant’s  hands  ? — No,  I did  not. 

4054.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  an  instrument  with  which  to  mark  the  quality  on 
the  firkin  ? — The  merchant  would  not  like  us  to  do  that. 
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4055.  Because  they  could  not  change  it — is  it  not  so  ? — It  may  be. 

4056.  Would  you  not  like  a store  in  which  butter  could  be  kept  before  it  would  be 
shipped,  as  in  Limerick,  under  the  now  bill,  where  butter  is  to  be  shipped  under  the 
inspector’s  brand ; the  farmer  would  be  protected,  the  merchant  would  not  be  allowed  to 
take  it  out  of  the  bonding  warehouse  without  the  brand,  and  he  would  not  be  allowed  to 
use  the  inspector’s  brand  ? — The  Limerick  butter  is  inferior  to  that  of  Clonmel,  which  is 
infinitely  before  it.  I recollect,  years  ago,  shipping  large  quantities  of  butter,  beautifully 
branded,  E.  Pim,  Carlow,  but  it  never  belonged  to  E.  Pirn. 

4057.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  lumping  system  ? — It  is  very  injurious  both  to  the 
buyer  and  seller.  The  best  system  is  the  scale. 

4058.  Is  there  much  adulterated  butter  coming  in  here? — Not  any;  when  we  catch 
them  we  deal  very  severely  with  them.  In  the  course  of  two  years  we  only  caught  three 
firkins. 

Mr.  Thomas  Cantwell  examined. 

4059.  Where  do  you  live,  Mr.  Cantwell  ? — In  Clonmel. 

4060.  Were  you  ever  in  the  corn  trade  ? — Yes ; I was  for  many  years  connected  with  it. 

4061.  Could  you  say  what  quantity  of  corn  was  sold  in  Clonmel  during  the  last  three 
years? — At  present  I could  not;  but  some  two  years  since  the  merchants  were  talking  of 
getting  up  a public  market,  and  I went  through  the  merchants  to  ascertain  the  quantities 
bought  in  by  them,  in  order  that  I might  bring  the  matter  before  the  council  of  the  Corpo- 
ration ; and  I,  at  that  time,  ascertained  the  quantity  as  nearly,  I think,  as  possible.  For  the 
year  1846,  I found  the  quantities  to  be — 


Wheat,  ; 

. 240,000  barrels. 

Oats, 

. 313,000  „ 

Barley,  . 

38,000  „ 

Total,  , 

. 591,000  „ 

But  I must  certainly  say,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  trade,  that  there  is  not  now  that 
quantity  of  wheat  brought  into  the  market  since  the  establishment  of  the  Great  Southern 
and  Western  Railway,  which  runs  so  close  to  Thurles,  Templemore,  and  other  towns  in  the 
county,  has  reduced  it. 

4062.  A very  little  toll  on  that  quantity  would  produce  a very  large  income  ? — £3,262 
a year  would  be  produced  on  the  smallest  calculation  I have  made. 

4063.  How  mucli  larger  is  the  quantity  of  oats  than  wheat  ? — The  quantity  of  oats  is 
certainly  larger  than  wheat  and  barley  put  together. 

4064.  What  per  centage  of  these  quantities  you  have  mentioned  would  you  take  to 
make  them  correspond  with  the  present  state  of  affairs  ? — I would  take  one-third  off  wheat ; 
I would  not  take  any  thing  off  oats,  and  nothing  off  barley ; but  I would  be  safe  in  taking 
the  one-third  off  wheat. 

4065.  Suppose  you  said  that  your  present  sales  would  be  500,000  barrels  of  wheat,  oats, 
and  barley,  would  you  consider  yourself  within  or  over  the  mark  ? — I really  think  that 
would  be  a fair  average  of  the  sales  within  the  year. 


Youghal,  December  3,  1852. 

Thomas  Johns,  esq.,  j.p.,  examined. 

4066.  Can  you  give  any  information  as  to  the  patent  or  authority  under  which  the 
markets  and  fairs  in  this  town  are  held  ? — The  Corporation  were  the  propi-ietors  of  the 
fairs  and  markets  held  in  this  town,  and  claimed,  I believe,  under  a charter.  Toll  was 
formerly  levied  by  them,  but  was  abolished  many  ycai-s  ago,  in  consequence  of  the  oppo- 
sition that  was  made  to  the  payment  of  them  at  the  time  of  the  general  toll  agitation. 
The  old  market-days  were  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  but  now  there  is  no  particular  day, 
as  sales  take  place  every  day.  There  are  two  old  fairs,  on  the  20th  May  and  18th 
October,  and  a monthly  fair  on  the  first  Thursday  in  every  month. 

4067.  Where  are  the  markets  and  fairs  held  ? — Both  the  fairs  and  markets  are  held  in 
the  public  streets.  There  is  no  accommodation  of  any  sort ; no  market-house  or  market- 
place. The  Town  Commissioners  keep  thirteen  scales  in  the  street  for  weighing  potatoes, 
and  appoint  four  women  to  each  scale,  who  make  a small  charge  for  weighing.  This  is 
the  only  market  accommodation  in  the  town. 

4068.  Where  is  the  corn  sold  ? — The  farmer  brings  in  his  corn,  and  there  are  a number 
of  sky  farmers  who  meet  him  at  the  entrance  of  the  town,  take  a sample  from  him,  and  go 
to  the  several  merchants’  stores,  and  effect  a sale  for  him — they  are,  in  fact,  brokers,  and 
are  paid  Id.  per  barrel  for  their  trouble — the  corn  is  then  weighed  at  the  merchant’s  store. 

4069.  Could  you  make  a calculation  of  the  quantity  of  corn  sold  during  the  year? — I 
could  not  exactly  tell  you ; but  I should  say  the  quantity  was  at  one  time  between  200,000 
and  300,000  barrels;  but  in  consequence  of  Lismore,  Tallow,  and  Cappoquin  having 
become  places  of  export,  and  the  change  in  the  times,  it  has  now  decreased  to  about 
70,000  barrels. 

4070.  How  much  butter  is  sold  in  the  town? — I should  suppose  from  10,000  to  12,000 
firkins  in  the  year, 

2 H 


CLONMEL, 

1st  December,  1852. 

379. 

Mr.  Thos.  Chaytor. 


380, 

Mr.  Thos.  Cantwell. 
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381. 

Thos.  Johns, esq.  j.p. 
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4071.  Is  it  sold  by  weight,  or  in  the  lump? — It  is  sold  both  by  the  pound  and  in  the 
lump.  There  are  parties  here  who  go  into  the  street,  and  get  hold  of  a firkin  of  butter, 
and  judge  of  the  weight  by  the  hand,  and  give  the  farmer  a certain  price  for  it ; in  that 
way  an  immensity  of  fraud  goes  on. 

4072.  But  in  the  first  instance  it  is  bought  from  the  farmers  in  the  lump? — Not  all ; for 
some  of  them  will  not  sell  it  in  that  way;  they  know  that  it  is  subject  to  fraud.  For 
instance,  one  of  the  butter  jobbers  will  take  the  butter  in  his  hand,  and  offer  so  much  for 
it ; he  brings  it  to  the  merchant,  and  if.he  does  not  find  the  quantity  in  it,  he  throws  it 
up,  and  the  farmer  has  no  redress.  There  was  a case  of  that  kind  recently  before  me,  and 
I believe  I adjudicated  summarily  upon  it. 

4073.  What  kind  is  the  butter-market  here  ? — It  is  under  no  system  or  arrangement 
whatever.  We  had  a butter-market  here  under  the  old  Act. 

4074.  Which  was  repealed  by  Sir  Henry  Parnell’s  Act  ? — Yes. 

4075.  Did  the  weiglimaster  receive  any  compensation? — I think  he  did. 

4076.  You  have  already  stated  to  me  that  the  corn  sold  in  the  town  is  weighed  and 
sold  at  the  private  stores— don’t  you  think  such  a system  very  objectionable  ? — I do. 

4077.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  by  such  a system  ? — I have ; calling  out 
weights  quite  different  from  what  the  corn  was. 

4078.  In  weighing  corn,  what  is  the  lowest  weight  used? — Four  pounds. 

4079.  Is  it  weighed  standing  beam  or  down  weight? — There  is  just  a turn  of  the  beam 
given. 

4080.  If  it  does  not  come  to  the  four  pounds  weight,  is  it  called  four  pounds  less  ? — It  is. 

4081.  The  farmer,  then,  may  lose  any  thing  short  of  four  pounds? — He  may. 

4082.  What  deductions  do  they  make  ? — Four  pounds  on  barley  and  oats,  and  seven 
pounds  on  wheat.  There  are  fourteen  stone  of  oats  to  the  barrel,  and  sixteen  of  barley, 
and  twenty  of  wheat. 

4083.  In  addition  to  that,  is  there  the  actual  tare  of  the  sack? — They  generally  tare 
the  sack. 

4084.  Do  they  pay  for  odd  pounds  ? — They  do. 

4085.  Now,  does  not  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  offer  great  facilities  for  fraud,  if 
parties  choose  to  practise  it  ? — Well,  if  parties  wish  to  practise  it,  it  certainly  does. 

4086.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  where  'all  agricultural  produce 
coming  within  the  limits  of  the  market  should  be  both  weighed  and  sold  ? — I would  ; I 
have  been  an  advocate  for  it  these  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  past. 

4087.  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  both  to  the  buyer  and  seller,  and  a great  pro- 
tection to  the  honest  merchant  and  farmer? — Most  undoubtedly  it  would. 

4088.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the 
whole  country,  selling  everywhere  by  the  stone  of  fourteen  pounds,  abolish  the  custom 
of  weighing  by  barrels,  and  have  just  a sufficient  toll  levied  in  the  market  to  keep  it  up 
respectably  ? — If  the  toll  were  not  more  than  that,  I would  be  in  favour  of  it. 

4089.  Would  not  it  be  a good  plan  in  such  a market  to  have  all  corn  weighed  standing 
beam,  with  one-pound  weights,  weigh  to  the  pound,  and  abolish  all  deductions  ? — 1 think 
one  pound  weights  would  be  hardly  sufficient ; I think  three  pounds  would  be  very  fair. 
The  farmers  sometimes  bring  in  their  bags  tied  with  what  they  call  sugawns,  and  when  the 
bags  are  emptied,  the  weight  is  found  to  be  less. 

4090.  Under  the  present  system  of  the  market,  would  it  be  possible  to  obtain  any 
statistics  of  the  amount  sold  in  the  year  ? — Perfectly  impossible. 

4091.  Would  it  not  be  a great  advantage  to  obtain  returns  of  the  quantity  sold  in  the 
year,  and  the  price  ? — It  would  be  very  desirable.  In  the.  returns  made  by  the  con- 
stabulary, I think  they  take  all  possible  care,  but  they  can  have  no  dependence  upon  the 
people  telling  them  the  truth.  There  is  a county  inspector  of  weights  and  measures 
employed  by  the  Grand  Jury,  but  we  never  See  him. 

4092.  Does  he  receive  a salary  ? — He  does.  His  duty  is  to  go  about  frequently,  and 
inspect  the  weights  and  measures,  and  adjust  them ; but  latterly  it  has  been  thrown  upon 
the  constabulary. 

4093-  Now,  with  regard  to  fairs,  do  you  not  think  it  would  be  much  better  to  have 
a proper  enclosed  fair-green,  and  to  hold  all  fairs  there,  levying  a small  toll  ? — I think  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  could  not  object  to  see  the  fans  taken  out  of  the  streets,  at  least 
upon  any  reasonable  grounds  whatsoever. 

4094.  Then  you  would  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  an  assimilation  of  weights 
and  measures,  a small  toll  yiaid  on  all  articles  to  keep  up  the  market,  and  a sworn 
weighmaster? — I would. 

4095.  You  would  be  in  favour  of  an  enclosed  fair-green,  and  a small  toll  paid  on 
entering  ? — I would. 

Mr.  John  Jenkins  examined. 

4096.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  Town  Clerk,  continued  under  the  Act  3 and  4 
Victoria.  I was  Town  Clerk  to  the  Corporation. 

4097.  Under  what  patent  is  the  market  held  in  this  town? — The  market  was  originally 
established,  by  the  earliest  paper  I can  find,  under  Henry  V. ; I do  not  recollect  what 
year  of  the  reign.  There  was  a charter  and  a schedule  of  tolls  appended  to  it;  I think 
the  document  is  in  the  town  chest. 

4098.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  patent?— I have  discovered  subsequent  charters. 
There  is.  a charter  of  Edward  V.,  which  is  very  comprehensive.  I think  the  last,  charter 
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is  that  of  James  I.,  which  recites  all  the  previous  ones ; it  is  an  authority  for  holding  a market 
on  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  and  two  fairs,  which  are  now  held  upon  October  18,  and  May  20.  3 

4099.  Where  were  those  fail's  held  ? — They  were  held  outside  the  town,  at  a place 

called  the  Quarry.  . ; 

4100.  Were  there  tolls  levied  there? — Tolls  were  levied  by  the  Corporation,  but  they 

were  abandoned,  or  rather  were  left  in  abeyance,  1 think,  about  ten  years  ago,  because 
so  much  litigation  had  occurred  in  the  town  that  the  Town  Commissioners,  who  succeeded 
the  Corporation,  were  deterred  from  undertaking  them.  The  lown  Commissioners  never 
levied  any  tolls.  • 

4101.  Is  there  any  toll  paid  at  present?— No  toll  that  I know  of,  except  anchorage. 

4102.  Are  there  any  public  markets  here? — None,  except  the  potato-market.  There 
is  one  meat  market,  but  it  is  not  exactly  a public  one ; the  public  meat-market  has  been 
done  away  with.  There  is  a fish-market  belonging  to  the  Town  Commissioners,  who  rent 
it  from  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  at  a nominal  rent  of  a shilling  a-year. 

4103.  Are  there  are  any  tolls  levied  there? — No,  there  are  not.  The  late  Corporation 
abolished  tolls  upon  fish  altogether,  even  when  they  were  levying  other  tolls. 

4104.  Do  the  Commissioners  receive  any  revenue  now  from  the  markets  ?— None  what- 
ever, as  far  as  I am  aware. 

Mr.  William  Marks  examined. 

4105.  Where  do  you  reside  ?— I live  in  Youglial,  and  have  been  intimately  connected  1 
with  corn  buying  for  thirty  years.  I buy  all  sorts  of  grain ; I buy  and  weigh  at  my  private 

St°4106.  What  is  the  mode  of  weighing  used?— There  are  two  systems  of  weighing  used 
by  the  trade  generally ; one  is  by  boat,  and  the  corn  is  weighed  in  a box  by  even  draught. 
The  corn  from  the  fanners  comes  in  sacks,  and  each  sack  is  weighed  in  the  scales  at  the 
weigh-house,  or  in  the  private  stores.  . , 0 _r  x . , . , 

4107.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight? — We  never  take  downweight, 
only  just  give  a turn  of  the  beam.  In  wet  weather,  such  as  the  present,  the  weighmaster 
would  not  be  quite  so  particular  as  he  would  in  dry  weather. 

4108.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  ? — Four  pounds. 

4109.  It  must  be  the  four  pounds,  or  nothing? — It  must;  but  we  have  a system  of 
give  and  take ; if  we  get  good  weight  in  one  bag,  the  other  is  weighed  very  nicely,  indeed. 

° 4110.  If  a man  has  one  sack,  he  may  lose  any  thing  short  of  four  pounds? — He  may 
lose  it  certainly.  , , , 

4111.  What  deductions  do  you  make  ? — We  make  seven  pounds  deduction  upon  wheat, 

and  four  pounds  on  barley.  . _ w i 

4112.  Do  you  tare  the  empty  sack,  and  deduct  the  actual  weight/— \Y  e clo. 

4113.  Is  there  any  charge  made  for  weighing  or  porterage  at  the  private  stores . N one. 

4114.  Do  you  pay  for  odd  pounds  ? — We  always  do. 

4115.  Are  there  any  other  deductions  ? — There  are  not ; but  there  are  persons  employed 
called  “ sky  farmers,”  who  get  1 cl.  a barrel  for  purchasing.  We  take  that  into  our 
calculation  when  settling  the  price  ; we  take  all  charges  into  calculation,  and  regulate  the 
price  accordingly,  otherwise  we  should  be  carrying  on. a losing  trade. 

4116.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  open  market?— If  there  were  an  open 
market,  which  I hope  will  be  established,  the  farmers  would  meet  the  buyers,  and  there 
would  be  more  general  competition,  and  I think  it  would  be  decidedly  the  interest  of  the 
merchant,  as  well  as  of  tho  farmer.  Under  the  present  system  some  of  the  farmers  are 
customers  of  merchants,  and  go  to  their  stores  direct,  and  the  result  is  that  these  farmers 
very  often  get  the  best  price  for  the  worst  corn,  because  they  are  customers.  JNow  an 
open  market  would  place  the  merchant  in  a better  position. 

4117.  The  sky  farmers  here  are  the  same,  as  the  brokers  in  Cork,  I suppose . Ikey 

are  much  the  same,  but  generally  not  so  respectable  a class.  They  despise  truth  altogether, 
and  humbug  both  merchants  and  farmers,  I believe.  They  are  a very  unpleasant  sort  of 
people ; and  I am  afraid,  even  with  an  established  market,  we  would  not  know  how  to  get 
quit  of  them  altogether;  under  the  present  system,  they  are  a necessary  evil.  L should 
Eke  to  make  a suggestion  with  respect  to  the  market.  If  we  have  a public  market  estab- 
lished, there  ought  to  be  a proper  officer  to  adjudicate  between  the  merchants  and  the 
farmers,  when  the  corn  is  not  equal  to  sample.  If  a miller  comes  into  the  market,  and 
buys  fifty  barrels  of  wheat,  as  very  good,  and  which  afterwards  turns,  when  examined,  to 
be  nothing  like  the  sample,  he  should  not  be  compelled  to  take  the  inferior  article,  except 
at  such  a reduction  in  price  as  the  officer  would  think  a reasonable  allowance.  At  present, 
where  there  is  fraud,  the  penalties  are  too  heavy,  and  the  process  too  tedious  of  going 
before  the  magistrates.  If  we  had  such  an  officer,  he  might  discharge  some  other  duties 
m the  office.  , . . , x 

4118.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  with  regard  to  the  private  weighmD  / I 

believe  that  in  Ireland  there  is  not  a more  fair  system  than  that  of  Youglial.  1 nave 
never  heard  of  a single  case  of  fraud  in  Youglial.  , , 

4119.  But  do  you  not  think  it  offers  facility  for  fraud? — Well,  it  certainly  does  offer 

some  facihties  for  fraud.  i 

4120  Have  you  ever  heard  instances  where  some  buyers  could  afford  to  ane  a higher 
price  than  others,  and  mate  it  up  in  the  weight  ?_I  have  heard  of  such  mstances  i but  it 
must  have  been  where  they  were  of  a lower  class ; m tins  town,  I am  happy  to  say,  that  the 
merchants  bear  a very  high  character.  . 


YOUGHAL, 
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4121.  As  a general  rule,  however,  would  you  not  prefer  weighing  in  a public  market, 
under  the  inspection  of  a sworn  weighmaster  ? — As  a general  rule,  I certainly  would. 

4122.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  all  over  the  country,  and 
selling  by  the  stone  of  grain  instead  of  the  barrel? — I would  be  most  decidedly  in  favour  of 
an  assimilation  of  weights,  but  I have  given  some  consideration  to  the  matter  of  selling  by 
the  stone,  and  I think  it  a little  questionable.  I think  it  would  cause  a great  deal  of  calcu- 
lation in  small  fractions,  which  the  farmers  do  not  know  much  about. 

4123.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  uniform  system  of  buying  and  selling  over. the  whole 
country  ? — I think  it  would  be  very  desirable. 

. 4124.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions  ? — I have  some  doubt  upon 
that  subject.  Twenty  years  ago  there  was  but  four  pounds  off  wheat;  the  seven  pounds 
were  taken  off  in  consequence  of  the  farmers  delivering  their  grain  very  improperly  prepared 
for  market,  full  of  sand  and  gravel. 

4125.  But  does  not  the  very  fact  of  making  that  deduction  encourage  the  farmer  to 
bring  in  his  corn  uncleaned  ; as  the  man  who  brings  in  clean  corn  loses  the  same  as  he 
who  brings  it  dirty  ? — My  experience  of  the  last  three  or  four  years  contradicts  that  im- 
pression. The  farmer  who  brings  in  his  corn  clean,  can  always  get  3d.  or  4d.  more  for  it ; 
I paid  one  man  7s.  additional  price,  because  the  corn  was  properly  screened. 

4126.  But  as  a general  rule,  do  you  not  think  it  would  be  better  to  abolisli  these  deduc- 
tions, and  pay  according  to  quality? — As  a general  rule,  I should  have  no  objection  to  it. 

4127.  Could  you  obtain  returns  of  the  quantity  of  corn  sold  here  in  the  year? — We  could; 
through  the  Custom-house. 

4128.  But  that  would  be  the  quantity  exported? — The  home  consumption  here  is  very 
trifling,  and  we  could  go  within  two  or  three  hundred  barrels  of  a correct  return. 

4129.  What  is  the  quantity  exported? — In  some  seasons  the  merchants  have  exported 
from  200,000  to  250,000  barrels  of  corn  in  the  year.  Since  the  year  1846  they  have  not 
exported  from  this  town  more  than  50,000  ban-els  in  the  year.  There  is  a considerable 
export  from  the  towns  on  the  river,  Lismore,  Tallow,  and  Cappoquin,  and  the  falling  oft’ 
principally  arose  from  these  towns  exporting  from  themselves,  instead  of  delivering  to  us. 

4130.  Have  you  heard  what  Mr.  Johns  has  stated  in  reference  to  the  butter-market? 

I have ; and  I can  confirm  it  fully ; I think  a public  market,  and  a sworn  inspector  would 
be  very  desirable.  The  trade  was  in  a very  unsatisfactory  state  of  late  years,  and  several 
persons  have  declined  to  enter  into  it. 

4131.  What  is  the  quantity  sold  here? — In  former  times,  some  thirty  years  ago,  there 
might  have  been  25,000  or  30,000  firkins,  but  probably,  at  present,  10,000  would  be  the 
extreme  in  this  year. 

4132.  How  is  the  butter  sold? — It  is  sold  both  by  weight  and  lump,  and  inspected  by 
the  merchant’s  cooper,  and  of  course  there  are  many  disputes.  If  the  farmer  has  second 
quality  butter,  he  will  have  it  that  it  must  be  first ; perhaps  on  every  firkin  of  butter  there 
will  be  half  an  hour’s  dispute. 

4133.  Would  not  a sworn  inspector  prevent  all  this? — He  would.  The  consequence  of 
a public  inspection  would  be,  that  our  butter  would  rate  higher  than  it  does  in  the  English 
markets ; at  present  our  butter  rates  several  shillings  under  that  of  Cork.  Every  buyer 
here  ships  upon  his  own  qualification. 

4134.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a public  market,  such  as  is  intended  to  be  established 
in  Limerick,  under  the  new  Act,  where  all  the  butter  would  be  weighed  and  inspected 
before  sale,  and  a store  to  which  all  the  butter  must  be  taken,  which  parties  wish  to  ship 
under  the  inspector’s  qualification,  while  those  who  wish  to  ship  upon  their  own  qualifica- 
tion can  take  their  butter  home  ? — I think  the  system  a very  good  one,  where  the  option 
is  allowed ; I think  it  is  calculated  to  raise  the  character  of  the  trade.  At  present,  besides 
the  inconvenience,  and  quarrels,  which  arise  about  the  qualities,  there  is  a great  deal  of 
unpleasantness  connected  -with  the  casks ; some  of  the  coopers  endeavour  to  make 
themselves  popular  with  the  farmers,  and  give  right  good  sound  heavy  heads  and 
bottoms,  double  the  thickness  they  need  be,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  weight 
of  the  cask. 

4135.  Do  they  tare  the  cask? — Not  always ; they  take  the  brand  upon  the  cask  ; but  it  is 
only  in  suspicious  cases  that  the  butter  will  be  stripped,  to  ascertain  whether  the  empty 
firkin  weighs  more.  In  some  cases  it  is  marked  fourteen  or  fifteen  pounds,  and  it  really 
weighs  seventeen  pounds ; in  other  cases,  to  be  sure,  the  tare  will  be  sixteen  pounds,  and 
the  cask  only  weigh  fourteen  pounds  ; but  I do  not  think  the  merchant  is  a gainer  upon, 
the  whole. 

4136.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  ? — We  require  a turn  of  the  beam. 

4137.  What  is  the  lowest  weights  you  use  ? — One  pound. 

4138.  What  deductions  are  made? — I think  a pound  upon  the  quarter,  or  three  pounds 
a firkin ; I do  not  find  that  the  buyer  is  a gainer  by  that.  I have  heard  that  the  firkins  are 
sometimes  steeped  in  bog-holes  to  make  them  heavier. 

4139.  With  regard  to  fairs,  are  they  not  a great  annoyance  in  the  streets,  and  would  it 

not  be  better  to  pay  a small  toll  for  the  purpose  of  having  a proper  enclosed  fair-green  ? 

I do  not  know  that  they  are  an  annoyance  in  the  streets;  but  still  I think  a respectable 
town  ought  to  be  able  to  afford  a small  toll  to  establish  proper  markets.  I would  not  be 
in  favour  of  a greater  toll  than  would  support  the  market,  and'  have  the  business  done 
satisfactorily.  Such  a toll  would  be  generally  paid  by  the  merchant ; at  present  he  generally 
pays  the  toil  for  passing  the  bridge,  and  it  is  very  much  the  fashion  to  make  a bargain  that 
the  toll  shall  be  paid  by  him. 
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Mr.  Thomas  Dennehy  examined. 

's  y°ur  occupation  ? — I liold  about  two  hundred  acres  of  land ; I agree  with 
Mr  Marks  about  the  general  market;  I am  in  favour  of  a general  market,  and  abolishing 
all  deductions,  as  I think  it  is  a great  hardship,  that  when  a person  sends  in  his  corn  clean, 
the  same  deduction  is  made  as  if  he  sent  it  in  dirty. 

4141.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a proper  enclosed  fair  green  ?— It  would  be  better  to 
have  such  a place  ; but  I fear  that  it  will  never  be  got  here. 

Mr.  Joseph  Fisher.— I was  in  the  corn  trade  for  some  years ; and  I am  now  engaged  at  a 
miH  in  the  county  of  Waterford  belonging  to  my  father  and  brother;  I would  wish  to  ascertain 
irom  the  Commissioners,  how  a public  market  would  affect  parties  having  mills  at  a small  dis- 
tance from  the  town— suppose  three  miles.  If  the  proprietor  were  interdicted  for  buying  at 
lus  own  concerns,  and  obliged  to  come  into  the  public  market,  he  would  be  placed  at  a disad- 
vantage, by  having  to  pay  cartage  from  that  out.  The  farmer  will  net  deliver  for  the  same 
cost  tin  ee  miles  out  of  town.  Now,  if  the  Commissioners  allow  persons  out  of  the  town 
to  weigh  at  the  stores,  I do  not  see  why  the  right  should  be  taken  away  from  persons 
living  in  the  town,  of  weighing  at  their  stores.  The  establishment  of  these  markets  would  be 
a tax  ot  ba.  an  acre  upon  the  arable  land  of  Ireland ; it  would  tax  the  Irish  farmers  £35,000 
per  annum.  I do  not  think  the  advantage  would  be  commensurate  with  that.  Looking  upon 
' , • , as  a , Fmer>"-I tbink  would  throw  a very  heavy  tax  upon  the  farming  class,  for 
which  they  could  not  get  adequate  compensation. 

4,14?-  How  do  y°“  account  for  it,  that  at  Limerick,  where  there  is  a very  important 
marivet,  they  got  a Bill  to  regulate  it  ? — I think  it  an  advantage  to  the  merchant,  decidedly. 

4143.  Do  you  think  it  would  bo  no  advantage  to  the  farmer  to  have  a regular  public 
market,  instead  of  having  to  hawk  his  corn  around  the  town  ?— Not  commensurate  with 
the  tax. 

4144.  Do  you  think  the  present  system  of  buying  corn  satisfactory  ?— In  Youghal  it  has 
been  conducted  upon  legitimate  and  fair  principles ; and  I think  it  places  the  farmer  in  a 
better  position.  I he  evidence  has  been  all  along  that  the  change  would  be  better  for  the 
merchant. 

4H5.  For  the  farmer  ?_No  j for  tire  merchant.  With  regard  to  thebutter-market,  it 
might  he  very  desirable ; it  would  be  an  advantage  to  have  the  barrels  the  same  in  every 
place  ; but  I do  not  think  it  a disadvantage  to  the  farmer  to  have  seven  pounds  taken  from 
him,  because  he  sells  the  quantity  as  twenty  stone  seven  pounds. 

Mr.  James  O’Brien  examined. 

4140.  What  is  your  occupation? — 1 hold  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land;  lam 
111  rrrr  nr  a,f,euera!  markcfc>  witb  a small  toll,  public  scales,  and  a sworn  weighmaster. 

4147.  W ould  you  be  m favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions  ? — Most  certainly ; it  is  not 
tail-  to  charge  a man  who  prepares  his  corn  well  seven  pounds,  while  another  man,  who 
bungs  it  in  bad  condition  will  only  give  as  much. 

4148.  Are  you  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam  with  the  same  weights  over  the 
whole  country  ? — I am,  decidedly. 

4149.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  farmers  would  object  to  the  payment  of  a small  toll  to 
support  such  a market  ? — I am  sure  they  would  not. 


e they  \ 

Mr.  Abraham  F'isher  examined. 


4150.  Where  do  you  reside? — I reside  at  Springfield,  half-a-mile  from  Youghal  ■ I was 

ta  the  SCarSF  ™U?«?ndJe7  ext,onsi'Iely  in  the  com  trade  ; I generally  concur 

nthe  observations  of  Mr.  Marks ; there  may  be  some  little  disadvantage  to  the  farmers  as 
my  son  stated,  but  my  opinion,  on  the  whole,  is  in  favour  of  a public  market.  I think  it 
W°aitibevreSti  f°r  the,buyer  ancl  tlie  seller,  for  the  honest  merchant  and  farmer, 
itself* ^cco«^ly^™I  wouldfaTOm  °f  °b0liSt!nS  aU  dod“c‘ions'  le“”S  <*«  price  regnlale 
4 lo2’  , W°lll(1T  y,°U  ,bG  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over 

mted  WfU  d b<3  VGry  d,esil'able  t0  have  aU  the  weiShts  “d  measures  assi- 

milated. As  to  the  mills  of  persons  residing  out  of  the  town,  it  never  occurred  to  me  until 
y son  mentioned  the  matter,  but  I suppose  there  will  be  no  legislative  act  which  will 
the^rmer^lmtlip  1(>1  uwt  ^ fl'0m  bu?inS  at  fcheir  own  concerns.  It  is  optional  with 
mdls  TwmS  f he  WlU  f JT®orn  t0  the  Public  market;  but  where  there  are  such 
SS,?, WOuld  b?  a vcry  Srent  hardship  to  the  miller  and  the  farmer,  if  the  farmer  could  not 
£ ™ corn  there.  I vvas  very  extensively  engaged  in  the  butter  trade  at  onetime,  and 

thev  wlrn  rln,Ub  lC  hci'R’  and  ifc  aIwa>'s  appeared  to  me  that  when 

/i  s-f  iif  01!0!  away  Wltb  by  tbe  Act,  a very  great  injury  was  done  to  the  trade, 
butt-  lL°a  y°  • fe  r faVOUr  of  Sl!cb  au  Act  as  they  have  in  Limerick,  by  which  the 
ei  would  be  weighed  and  inspected  before  sale,  by  a sworn  inspector  ? I would. 

Mr.  Charles  Green  examined. 

T jSS*  nV1,i“  h y°m‘  occupation ?— I am  largely  cagaged  in  the  butter  and  corn  trade  ■ : 
Li  ? r °n0U-1jin  °sml0ns  delivered.  I have  very  little  to  add  to  what  Mr.  Marks 
1 oonmder  the  present  system  very  objectionable;  I would  be  in  favour  of  a 
genoial  market  for  corn  and  butter,  more  particularly  for  butter.  1 beg  to  say,  I think  Mr 

tarreisTrfthfyeOT  **  *""W,r  °f  “““  s“ld  io  tl>is  t0'rB : 1 fl“nk  il  is  never  under  80,000 


YOUGHAL, 

3rd  December,  1802. 

Hi. 

Mr.  Thos.  Dc-nneliy. 


385. 

Mr.  Joseph  Fislier. 


386. 

Mr.  James  O’Brien. 


387. 

Mr.  Abraham  Fisher. 


388. 

r.  Charles  Green. 
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389. 

Timothy  Hurley. 


. Timothy  Hurley  examined. 

4155.  I superintend  the  potato-market ; the  potatoes  are  sold  by  weight  of  twenty-three 

pounds.  There  are  thirteen  scales,  and  four  women  appointed  to  each  scales,  fifty-two 
women  in  all.  • , , . . 

4156.  What  are  they  paid?— A penny  a barrel  by  the  tanners.  _ . 

4157.  To  whom  do  the  scales  belong  ? — They  belong  to  the  Town  Commissioners. 

4158.  Do  you  pay  anything  to  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — I do  not. 

4159.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight  ? — Down  weight. 

4160.  If  a person  were  selling  a large  quantity,  would  he  not  loso  a fifth  or  a sixth? — 

I think  he  would.  _ _ , , . , . , , 

4161.  Do  you  deduct  anything  for  beamage? — I do  not;  1 merely  require  downweight. 

4162.  How  high  are  the  scales  from  the  ground  ? — They  are  about  a loot. 

4163.  Do  the  Commissioners  fix  the  amount  of  toll,  or  do  they  leave  it  to  you?  They 
leaveit  to  me.  The  women  at  the  scalescompete  among  themselves,  and  I had  to  put  several 
of  them  away  from  the  scales. 


390. 

Mr.  John  O’Brien. 


Mr.  John  O’Brien There  is  a system  of  plunder  and  robbery  going  on  at  the  potato-mar- 

ket, and  parties  take  then-  potatoes  to  other  places  sooner  than  expose  themselves  to  the 
robbery  ; they  will  take  them  several  miles  from  Youghal,  to  avoid  the  plunder  of  what  are 
called  “hawkers,”  who  seize  the  potatoes,  even  in  the  presence  of  the  farmers,  and  carry 
them  off.  When  I was  a Commissioner,  I brought  it  under  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners 
myself,  to  have  a person  appointed  to  look  after  it  and  protect  the  farmers ; and  I succeeded 
in  a great  measure;  but  when  a person  was  appointed,  it  was  stated  at  the  Castle,  in  Dublin, 
thatlt  was  contrary  to  law  and  could  not  be  done. 

4164.  What  was  contrary  to  law?— To  appoint  a person  to  look  after  the  property  of 

th 4 ?65.P Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a public  market?— I would,  decidedly;  the  shop- 
keepers' of  the  town  are  actually  ruined,  from  the  name  the  market  of  Youghal  has  got 
through  the  country.  My  business  is  seriously  injured  by  the  bad  market  in  Youghal  ; 
the  money  which  ought  to  be  spent  here  goes  elsewhere.  It  would  be  very  desirable  also 
to  have  a butter-market  established. 


391. 

Patrick  Hurley. 


Patrich  Hurley— The  tolls  charged  at  fairs  throughout  the  country  are  6d.  a head  for 
every  beast ; in  some  cases  that  is  reduced  to  2 d.  The  faffs  are  generally  held  in  the 

Stl4 1 66.  Do  the  public  receive  any  value  for  the  tolls  they  pay  ?— No  value  whatever. 

4167.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a proper  enclosed  faff-green  and  a small  toll? — I would, 
decidedly. 


DUNGAEVAN, 
4th  December,  1852. 

392. 

Pras.  E.  Currey,  esq.. 


Dungarvan,  December  4,  1852. 

Francis  E.  Currey,  esq.,  Agent  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  examined. 

4168.  Who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  town  and  markets  of  Dungarvan  ?— The  Duke  of 
Devonshire  is  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  and  patentee  of  the  markets. 

4169.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  were  the  markets  here  held  originally? — I am  not 

able,  from  the  short  time  I had  to  make  sufficient  search,  to  state.  There  is  a copy  of  the 
different  tolls  and  customs,  granted  by  patent  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  upon  the  different 
ways  coming  into  Dungarvan.  . _ , , x Q . , 

4170.  Are  there  markets  held  here  now  ? — There  is  a weekly  market  on  Saturdays. 

. 4171.  Are  there  any  tolls  levied  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire? — No  tolls  are  at  present 
received ; they  were  received  by  the  Seneschal  appointed  by  the  Duke,  under  his  authority. 
They  have  been  abolished  since  1830,  or  the  receipt  of  them  was  suspended  about  that  time, 
in  this  and  some  of  the  other  towns  where  tolls  are  received  by  the  Duke,  partly  on  account 
of  the  opposition  to  the  receipt  of  them,  and  the  expectation  entertained  that  Parliament 
was  about  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  The  Duke  then  suspended  them,  without  any 
surrender  of  them,  and  they  have  remained  in  abeyance  since. 

4172.  Does  he  exercise  the  right  of  appointing  a weighmaster  ?— He  does. 

4173.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market  ? — There  is  an  enclosed  corn-market. 

4174.  Are  there  public  beams  and  scales? — There  are  beams  and  scales  used  by  the 

weighmaster  appointed  by  the  Duke.  _ , , 

4175.  Is  there  a charge  made  for  weighing  ?— There  is  one  pair  of  beams  and  scales  in 
which  there  is  a charge  made  for  every  thing  weighed,  but  it  is  not  compulsory. 

4176.  Is  there  abutter-market  in  the  town? — There  is.  . . , 

4177.  Who  is  the  proprietor  ? — I apprehend,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  is  proprietor,  as  ne 
is  the  Lord  of  the  Manor,  and  has  any  rights  which  exist  with  regard  to  the  markets. 

4178.  Do  all  parties  weigh  in  that  market  ?— It  is  a market  which  parties  may  make  use 

of,  but  it  is  not  compulsory.  , 

4179.  By  whom  is  the  weighmaster  appointed? — I am  not  quite  certain  whether  the 
late  weighmaster  was  appointed  by  the  Duke,  but  I have  reason  to  believe  he  was.  ihe 
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present  weighmaster  Mr  . Boate,  was  appointed  by  the  magistrates  at  quarter  sessions.  He 
was  never  appointed  by  the  Duke.  1 e 

4180.  What  authority  had  the  magistrates  to  make  such  an  appointment  ?— I am  not 


4181.  Does  he  receive  any  fees  ? — He  does. 

4182.  Does  lie  account  to  you  for  them  ? — He  does  not. 

IIS’  l°U  Say  whafc  cmohiment  is  derived  from  it  ? — I cannot  form  any  idea. 

4184.  Are  there  any  fairs  here  ?— There  are  two  yearly  fairs  under  the  patent,  and  they 

weie  recently  established,  by  general  consent,  monthly  fairs  y 

4185.  Are  tolls  levied  at  these  fairs  ?— There  are  not. 

4l86-  Where  are  they  held  ?— In  the  town,  in  the  market-square. 

4187.  Were  the  fees  for  weighing  settled  by  you?— They  were  not  settled  by  me,  but  I 

made  no  change  in  them.  J 

4 1 88.  I suppose  the  suggestions  you  made  yesterday  and  the  day  before,  as  to  the  neces- 
81  ty  for  general  markets,  will  apply  equally  to  this  town  ? — They  will 

4189.  Do  you  think  removing  the  fairs  from  the  street,  and  having  an  enclosed  fair-green 

would  be  desirable?—!  think  it  would  be  very  desirable  ^ 


Richard  Hudson,  esq.,  examined. 

4190.  Where  do  you  reside ’—Within  two  miles  of  Dungarvan.  I am  Seneschal, 
appointed  by  the  Duke.  My  duties  are  now  only  to  look  after  the  markets.  Tolls  were 
collected  within  my  recollection,  but  they  were  discontinued  about  1830,  in  consequence  of 
opposition. 

4191.  For  what  purposes  were  they  applied? — When  they  were  collected  they  were 
appropriated,  as  well  as  I could  understand  at  the  time  from  my  father,  to  the  repairs  of  the 
streets,  flagging  the  square,  keeping  the  pumps  in  order,  and  anything  else  that  was  neces- 
sary for  the  improvement  of  the  town. 

4192.  On  what  days  are  the  markets  held  here?— They  are  held  upon  Wednesdays  and 
Saturdays ; but  sales  of  butter,  corn,  and  potatoes,  take  place  every  day  iu  the  week. 

4193.  Where  is  the  corn  sold? — In  the  market-square  generally,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions. 1 

4194.  Is  it  weighed  at  the  stores  ? — It  is  generally  taken  direct  to  the  stores  and  weighed 
there,  except  the  corn  bought  for  seed,  which  is  taken  to  the  public  weighmaster.  That  is 
comparatively  speaking,  a small  quantity. 

4195.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ? — There  is  no  enclosed  market-place,  or  market- 
house,  except  the  butter-house. 

4196.  Is  it  private  property,  and  may  it  be  closed  ?— Yes;  it  is  private  property,  and  may 
be  closed  to-morrow. 

4197.  Are  persons  obliged  to  sell  butter  or  corn  there? — Ho;  it  is  not  obligatory.  The 
principal  part  of  the  butter  sold  in  the  town  is  sold  in  that  market.  There  is  an  inspector. 

4198.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  about  inspection  or  weighing  ? — I have. 

4 1 99.  What  is  the  charge  for  inspection  and  weighing  ? — Three  pence  a firkin ; the  same 
charge  as  in  the  old  butter  Act. 

4200.  Where  are  the  fairs  held  ? — In  the  market-square. 

4201.  Is  it  large  enough  to  hold  all  the  cattle  ? — I should  say  not  of  itself,  but  the  fairs 
ai-e  held  in  the  street  adjoining. 

4202.  W ould  you  think  an  enclosed  fair-green  desirable  ? — I would  not. 

4203.  Why? — I do  not  think  there  is  any  annoyance  created  by  the  fairs  being  in  the 
present  place,  and  I think  it  is  an  advantage  to  the  town  having  the  market  take  place  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  shops. 

4204.  Would  not  the  advantage  be  just  the  same,  if  it  were  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
within  a few  hundred  yards  ? — Removing  the  fairs  from  the  square  was  spoken  of  at  one 
time,  and  I understand  there  was  great  dissatisfaction  among  the  people  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  the  townspeople  generally. 

4205.  Was  it  among  parties  in  the  neighbourhood  or  in  the  town  ? — In  the  town. 

4206.  Shopkeepers  ? — Yes. 

4207.  Whiskey  shops? — All  sorts  of  shops. 

4208.  Parties  who  wanted  things  would  come  into  the  town  just  the  same  after  the  fair, 
one  would  imagine? — Well,  they  might. 

4209.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  under  the  superintendence  of  a sworn 
weighmaster  and  an  efficient  stafF,  where  all  agricultural  produce  should  be  sold  and 
weighed  ? — Certainly;  I think  it  would  be  a fairer  system  than  the  present. 

4210.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  about  the  system  of  private  weighing  ? I cannot 

bring  to  my  recollection  that  I have.  I cannot  say  that  I have  heard  any  complaints,  but  I 
would  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  as  better  for  both  buyer  and  seller,  to  protect  the 
farmer  and  the  merchant. 

4211.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the  whole 
country  ? — I would. 

4212.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  the  best  plan  to  have  all  agricultural  produce 
weighed  standing  beam,  with  one  pound  weights,  abolishing  all  deductions  ? — I do. 

4213.  How  were  tolls  collected  formerly  ? — There  were  two  persons  appointed  as  col- 
lectors at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  who  had  boards  up  and  collected  according  to  the  sche- 
dule. Toll  was  paid  upon  all  articles,  sold  or  unsold. 
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Beresford  Boate,  esq.,  examined. 

4214.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — I reside  within  one  mile  of  the  town.  1 hold  the  office  of 
butter  inspector  and  weighmaster  of  the  butter-market,  which  I received  from  the  magistrates 
of  Dungarvan,  at  quarter  sessions,  under  the  52nd  of  George  III.,  c.  134,  s.  2. 

4215.  Was  not  that  Act  repealed  ?— That  clause  was  never  repealed,  but  the  other  pro- 
visions of  it  were.  „ , . „ ...  . . . . 

4216.  What  fees  do  you  receive  ?— Three  pence  a firkin  for  weighing  and  inspecting. 

4217.  How  much  butter  is  sold  in  the  town?— Twenty  thousand  firkins  in  the  year,  or 

very  near  that.  . _ . T - T 

4218.  Does  all  the  butter  sold  in  the  town  go  into  the  market  ? — It  does  not;  I cannot 
say  what  proportion,  but  nothing  like  that. 

4219.  Do  you  keep  any  books  ? — I keep  a book  for  every  merchant,  and  all  butter  coming 
into  the  market  is  numbered  accordingly;  and  when  any  goes  into  the  stores,  I get  the  num- 
bers and  enter  them  consecutively.  I mark  the  butter  first,  second,  or  third,  with  a 

4220?  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight  ? — I do  not  weigh  entirely  standing 
beam,  I give  a turn. 

4221.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  ? — One  pound.  . 

4222.  What  deduction  do  you  make? — No  deduction.  1 enter  the  weight  m the  book 
and  the  ticket,  leaving  the  merchant  to  deduct  beamage  and  tare  and  tret.  I enter  the 
gross  weight  and  the  quality,  and  the  tare  in  my  book. 

4223.  Does  the  butter  rank  high? — I think  it  does.  I understand  it  ranks  higher  than 
either  Clonmel  or  Carlow.  I wish  to  bring  under  your  notice  the  regulations  for  the  brand- 
ing of  butter.  There  are  endless  disputes  about  the  tare  of  the  firkins,  which  are  frequently 
found  to  weigh  more  than  is  branded  upon  them  by  the  cooper ; in  fact  there  is  great  irre- 
gularity, and  the  merchants,  I understand,  would  be  very  glad  to  do  away  with  the  present 
plan.  There  are  two  pounds  allowed  on  the  firkin.  Supposing  the  firkin  weighed  thirteen 
pounds,  it  is  branded  by  the  cooper  fifteen  pounds,  to  allow  for  soakage ; fifteen  pounds  is 
then  deducted  from  the  weight,  and  in  addition  two  pounds  beamage.  If  the  firkin  weigh 
more  than  fifteen  pounds,  the  actual  tare  is  deducted  and  two  pounds  beamage. 

4224.  Does  the  merchant  always  pay  the  farmer  according  to  your  qualification  . I sup- 
pose he  does.  ... 

4225.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  about  it  ? — There  have  been  some  complaints. 

4226.  Is  anv  butter  sold  by  the  lump  ? — There  has  been  a great  deal  sold  by  the  lump. 
The  only  way  I can  account  for  that  is,  that  when  the  price  is  rising  there  is  a greater  anxiety 
to  get  it  and  greater  competition.  I am  paid  all  the  same  when  it  is  sold  in  the  market  by 
the  lump,  although  it  is  not  weighed. 

4227.  How  many  firkins  did  you  inspect  last  year  ? — I do  not  think  I inspected  more  than 

12,000  or  13,000.  There  is  a vast  quantity  of  butter  sold  outside,  for  which  I never  get 
paid,  although  the  merchant,  in  every  instance,  charges  the  farmer  3d.  a firkin.  I have  seen 
the  tickets  myself  to  that  effect.  _ . 

4228.  Do  you  think  the  system  of  inspecting  and  weighing,  which  is  adopted  in  your 
market,  tends  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  butter  ? — No  doubt  of  it.  In  fact  the  quality 
of  Dungarvan  butter  has  very  much  improved  within  the  year. 

4229.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  butter  inspected  and  weighed  before  sale  by 

a sworn  inspector? I would ; but  I do  not  know  whether  the  merchant  would  be  satisfied 

with  it.  It  would  do  away  with  the  impression,  now  upon  some  of  the  farmers’  minds,  that 
I fancied  one  merchant  more  than  another. 

4230.  How  is  corn  weighed  at  the  private  stores? — A cast  of  the  beam,  and  four  pounds 
beamage  taken  out  of  every  barrel  of  corn.  With  one  exception,  all  the  corn  in  the  town 
is  weighed  in  a square  box,  a barrel  to  each  draught ; but  at  Mr.  Pursar’s  stores  it  is  weighed 
in  bags. 

4231.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used?— One  pound. 

4232.  What  is  a barrel? — Wheat,  twenty  stone;  barley,  sixteen  stone;  oats,  fourteen 
stone. 

4233.  Is  there  any  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage  ? — None. 

4234.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  of  the  system  of  private  weighing? — I have  heard 
persons  complain  occasionally  of  the  system,  but  I do  not  know  whether  the  complaints 
were  well  grounded  or  not.  A general  market,  where  all  parties  would  be  obliged  to  buy 
and  sell,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a much  better  system. 

Bobert  Tutty  examined. 

4235.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  weighmaster  of  the  market,  appointed  by  Mr. 
Hudson,  under  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  to  weigh  corn  and  potatoes.  I charge  for  wheat 
at  the  rate  of  Id.  a barrel;  oats,  Id.  a barrel ; barley,  Id.  a stone ; wool,  ItZ.  a stone ; pota- 
toes, \d.  a sack  ; and  carrier’s  goods,  \d.  per  hundred-weight. 

4236.  If  corn  is  sold  and  not  weighed,  do  you  make  any  charge? — I do  not ; the  charge 

is  only  for  weighing.  . . . . , , 

4237.  How  do  you  weigh?— With  one  pound  weight,  requiring  a cast  ot  the  beam,  and 
deducting  four  pounds  beamage.  I deduct  four  pounds  for  the  sack,  provided  it  cannot  be 
emptied ; but  if  it  is  emptied  and  weighs  more,  I deduct  the  actual  weight ; unless  it  appears 
unusually  heavy,  I deduct  four  pounds. 

4238.  How  do  you  weigh  potatoes?— The  same  way,  deducting  four  pounds  a bag.  There 
are  fifteen  pounds  to  the  stone. 
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4239.  What  to  the  stone  of  wool? — Sixteen  pounds. 

42  M).  How  do  you  weigh  wool  ? — With  half  pounds,  standing  beam,  and  eight  pounds 
deduction  upon  every  twenty  stone — no  beamage. 

4241.  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — I do,  and  I give  a ticket  with  the  net  and  gross  weights, 
and  the  name,  but  not  the  price,  and  very  seldom  the  date. 

4242.  Do  you  keen  a copy  of  every  ticket? — I do  not,  except  in  the  book. 

4243.  If  a person  lost  his  ticket  you  could  give  him  a copy  of  it  ? — I could  ; all  I would 
have  to  do  is  to  refer  to  the  book. 

Arthur  Maguire  Giles,  esq.,  of  Coolnagower,  examined. 

4244.  Can  you  suggest  any  tiling  in  addition  to  what  we  have  already  heard  ? — The  fairs 
and  markets  are  very  irregular.  I avoid  going  there  because  one  man  used  to  give  out 
that  my  pigs  wore  tithe  pigs,  and  I could  not  sell  them  except  at  a great  loss. 

424").  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a sworn  weighmaster  and  a general  market,  where 
every  thing  would  be  sold? — I would. 

4246.  And  a proper  enclosed  fair-green  out  of  the  town  ? — I should  be  very  much  in 
favour  of  it.  I think  a fair  held  in  the  street  one  of  the  most  mischievous  things  in  a town. 
As  a proprietor  and  landlord,  I think  an  enclosed  place,  and  a small  toll  on  cattle  entering, 
would  bo  a great  advantage. 

4247.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the 
whole  country,  and  selling  by  the  stone  ? — Decidedly ; I believe  selling  by  the  stone  has 
had  a good  effect  in  other  places. 

42 18.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam,  with  one  pound  Weight,  and 
abolishing  all  deductions  ? — I would  ; I never  knew  any  one  satisfied  with  the  deductions 
in  any  case. 

4249.  Would  you  make  it  compulsory  to  sell  in  the  public  market? — I would;  it  is  a 
perfect  nuisance  to  have  a fair  or  market  in  the  streets  of  a town. 

4259.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  chief  officer  of  the  market  decide  all  disputes 
between  buyer  and  seller,  with  an  appeal  to  the  magistrates  ? — I am  afraid  that  would  be 
giving  him  too  high  a power,  unless  he  were  well  paid  and  of  a respectable  class,  and  I am 
afraid  such  a person  could  not  be  got.  The  people  here  think  very  little  of  an  oath. 

423 1 . Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a butter-market,  where  all  the  butter  would  be 
inspected  by  a sworn  weighmaster  and  weighed  before  sale  ? — I would. 

John  Wall  examined. 

4232.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a cattle-dealer  and  small  farmer.  I think  the 
markets  here  are  very  irregular.  There  is  no  one  to  regulate  the  differences  which  often 
occur  between  buyer  and  seller  ; the  magistrates  will  not  interfere.  I asked  a magistrate 
myself,  and  he  said  lie  knew  nothing  about  it.  Another  thing  which  often  occurs  is  this : 
suppose  I buy  a lot  of  cattle  at  a fair,  and  marked  them,  and  if  another  man  comes  after  for 
them  they  are  sold  to  him,  and  I have  no  redress.  I took  proceedings  once,  but  I could 
not  get  redress.  On  the  other  hand,  if  I sell  my  cattle,  and  the  buyer  gets  cheaper  cattle 
after,  he  leaves  them,  and  I have  no  redress. 

4253.  Do  you  not  think  a fair  in  the  streets  very  objectionable? — I do  not;  I think  the 
streets  arc  the  best  place,  and  it  is  a great  convenience  to  the  inhabitants. 


Waterford,  December  6,  1852. 

Mr.  Richard  Cooke  examined. 

4254.  What  is  your  occupation? — I was  the  late  Town  Clerk. 

4255.  Are  you  aware  of  any  charter  or  patent  respecting  the  fairs  and  markets  of 
Waterford  ? — There  were  two  charters,  as  well  as  I recollect,  respecting  fairs  in  this  city, 
and  markets,  but  in  what  reign  they  were  granted  I cannot  say. 

4256.  What  are  the  market-days  ? — The  usual  market-days  are  Wednesday  and  Saturday. 

4257.  Are  you  aware  who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  markets  ? — The  Corporation  was  always 
the  proprietor,  and  for  a considerable  time  they  used  to  set  the  tolls. 

4258.  Then  tolls  were  at  one  time  levied  in  the  town  ? — Yes,  and  very  considerable  tolls. 

4259.  Were  the  tolls  specified  in  the  charter  ? — They  were  not. 

4260.  There  was  no  schedule  attached  to  it? — I am  certain  there  was  not.  In  1834, 
when  the  Commissioners  went  round  the  fairs  and  markets,  tolls  had  been  abolished,  and 
therefore  they  did  not  form  the  subject  of  inquiry — they  were  abolished  some  twenty  years 
before. 

4261.  Then  no  tolls  has  been  collected  in  Waterford  since  that  time? — None,  except 
on  fish. 

4262.  What  are  the  fair-days  ? — There  are  three  fair-days  under  the  charter : the  4th  of 
May,  24  th  of  June,  and  25th  of  October ; there  is  also  a monthly  fair  upon  the  first  Monday 
of  every  month,  under  no  authority ; I think  the  custom  sprang  up  within  the  last  seven 
years,  since  I left  office 

4263.  Are  they  held  in  the  months  of  the  old  fairs  ? — They  are. 

4264.  There  aro  fifteen  fairs  in  the  year  ? — There  are. 

4265.  The  Corporation  collect  no  tolls  at  any  of  those  fairs  ? — No,  they  are  all  free. 

4266.  Aro  they  held  in  the  streets? — They  aro  held  in  a large  open  space  upon  the 
public  roadway,  at  Ballybricker. 

4267.  Have  the  Corporation  no  corn  market?— None.  ^ 
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4268.  Where  is  the  com  sold? — On  the  roadway  coming  into  the  town,  or  in  the  square, 
or  the  bridge. 

4269.  Is  it  weighed  at  the  private  stores  ? — Yes. 

4270.  Is  there  a potato-market  ? — There  are  three  or  four. 

427 1 • What  market-place  has  the  Corporation  ? — I cannot  say  that  the  Corporation  has 
any  of  them  ; they  are  places  appointed  for  the  sale  of  potatoes. 

4272.  Then  there  is  not  a regular  market  at  all  ? — No. 

4273.  Is  there  any  other  market  besides  the  butter-market? — There  is  a fish-market. 

4274.  Do  the  Corporation  supply  weights  and  scales  for  the  potato-market? — They  do. 

4275.  What  is  the  toll  upon  fish  ? — I think  it  is  a halfpenny  for  salmon,  if  weighed, 
and  2d.  per  load  of  sea  fish. 

4276.  Did  the  Corporation  ever  collect  the  tolls  themselves  ? — No ; they  were  set  up  to 
public  auction  or  cant,  and  knocked  down  to  the  highest  bidder,  who  gave  security  for  the 
purchase  money,  and  collected  the  tolls,  which  produced  from  £300  to  £500  a-year  to  the 
Corporation. 

4277.  They  have  been  all  abolished  now? — They  have. 

Mr.  John  Power  examined. 

4278.  What  is  your  occupation? — I reside  in  Waterford,  and  am  a corn  merchant  and 
miRer. 

4279.  The  corn  which  you  buy  in  Waterford  do  you  purchase  and  weigh  in  your  own 
stores  ? — I weigh  at  my  own  stores,  but  I purchase  about  the  town. 

4280.  Is  there  no  public  corn  market? — No. 

4281.  Do  you  employ  sky  farmers  or  brokers? — All  the  corn  coming  into  Waterford, 
with  very  little  exception,  is  sold  by  what  are  called  sky  farmers  or  penny  brokers. 

4282.  How  are  those  men  paid? — They  get  2d.  a barrel  on  wheat,  and  l£d.  on  oats  and 
barley : twenty,  sixteen,  and  fourteen  stone  each. 

4283.  By  whom  is  the  charge  paid  ? — By  the  farmers. 

4284.  Do  these  men  meet  the  farmers  coming  in? — They  do;  and  the  farmers  will 
hardly  , sell  without  them ; they  think  they  know  the  prices  better,  and  generally  have  many 
friends. 

4285.  Would  the  merchants  buy  direct  from  the  farmers? — Certainly,  they  would. 

4286.  Do  they  make  any  charge  at  the  stores  for  weighing  or  porterage  ? — None. 

4287.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight? — We  just  take  a mere  turn  of  the 
beam. 

4288.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use? — One  pound. 

4289.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound  ? — Yes. 

4290.  What  deductions  do  you  make? — Four  pounds  a barrel  upon  country  weight,  and 
two  pounds  a barrel  on  buyer’s  weight. 

4291-  What  is  the  difference? — One  is  considered  to  be  in  a drier  state,  because  it  has 
been  in  the  stores. 

4292.  Is  there  any  other  deduction  ? — Nothing  else. 

4293.  Do  you  deduct  the  actual  weight  of  the  sack  ? — Yes. 

4294.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — Indeed  I would. 

4295.  You  think  it  would  be  the  fairest  for  both  buyer  and  seller  ? — Yes ; and  it  would 
give  much  more  facility  to  the  merchant,  for  it  would  give  him  a market  where,  in  the 
course  of  half  an  hour,  he  might  buy  as  much  as  he  required ; whereas  he  is  now  peddling 
about  the  whole  day. 

4296.  Would  you  oblige  all  the  corn  coming  into  Waterford  to  be  sold  and  weighed 
there,  under  the  superintendence  of  a sworn  weighmaster  ? — 1 think  it  would  be  better. 

4297-  Have  you  ever  known  some  parties  to  give  a higher  price  than  others,  in  con- 
sequence of  having  the  weighing  in  their  own  hands,  and  being  able  to  make  it  up  ? I 

do  not  think  that  is  the  case  here.  I think  we  have  a very  fair  market ; I never  heard  of 
any  fraud. 

4298.  I suppose  you  will  aRow  that  the  system  of  weighing  at  the  stores  offers  great 
facilities  for  fraud,  if  parties  choose  to  be  dishonest  ? — I think  it  does ; and  I have  heard 
some  of  the  country  people  complain,  but  I can  hardly  credit  them. 

4299.  Is  there  any  check  upon  the  dishonest  merchant? — None,  unless  the  farmer  have 
sufficient  intelligence  to  see  that  he  gets  the  proper  weight. 

4300.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  beginning  and  closing  at  a certain  hour  ? — Yes ; I think 
the  best  regulated  markets  are  so  conducted. 

. 4301.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  assimilating  weights  and  measures? — I certainly  think 
it  one  of  the  most  necessary  things  which  could  be  effected.  It  is  a monstrous  thing,  that  in 
a mercantile  country  like  this,  the  difference  should  remain  so  long. 

4302.  Would  you  sell  everywhere  by  the  stone? — It  would  be  a matter  of  indifference 
whether  by  the  stone  or  the  barrel,  so  that  there  were,  an  uniform  system. 

4303.  The  tolls  levied  at  such  a market  should  be  nothing  more  than  would  support  the 
market  and  a regular  staff? — Nothing  more. 

4304.  Do  you  think  the  person,  in  charge  of  the  market  would  be  the  proper  party  to 
settle  disputes  between  the.  buyer  and  seller?— That  would  depend  greatly  upon  his 
experience  and  qualifications. 

4305.  But  you  think  there  should  be  some  person  to  .settle,  these  disputes  ? Well, 

I think  the  only  way  would  be  by  private  arrangement  between  two  of  the  trade. 
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4306.  Would  you  weigh  standing  beam,  with  one  pound  weight,  and  abolish  all  deduc- 
tions, except  the  actual  tare  of  the  sack  ? — I think  it  would  be  the  fairest  way. 

4307.  Whether  persons  bring  in  their  corn  clean  or  dirty,  is  there  not  an  equal 
deduction? — No.  If  we  find  that  it  is  not  equal  to  sample,  or  to  the  top  of  the  bag,  there 
is  a further  reduction,  or  else  it  must  be  taken  back. 

4308.  But  if  the  corn  is  brought  in  in  the  cleanest  possible  state  you  will  deduct  four 
pounds  ? — Yes;  but  the  farmers  are  aware  of  it,  and  it  is  considered  in  the  price. 

4309.  But  does  not  that  put  a fictitious  value  upon  it,  and  would  it  not  be  better  to  pay 
exactly  for  what  is  there?— Well,  it  certainly  would  simplify  the  thing. 

Mr.  George  Courtney  examined. 

4310.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a corn  merchant.  I am  decidedly  in  favour  of  a 
general  market  for  corn. 

Mr.  Thomas  Elliott  examined. 

4311.  What  is  your  occupation ?— I reside  at  Firville,  five  miles  from  town;  I am  a 
farmer. 

4312.  On  behalf  of  the  farmers  would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  such  as  has 
been  described  ? — Decidedly. 

4313.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  obliging  all  the  corn  coming  into  the  town  to  be 
weighed  and  sold  there  ? — Decidedly. 

, 4314.  Would  the  farmers  object  to  pay  a small  toll  to  support  such  a market?— I 
think  not. 

4315.  Do  you  think  the  system  of  private  weighing  offers  great  facilities  for  fraud? I 

think  it  a most  obnoxious  system,  and  complaints  have  been  made  in  consequence  bv  the 
farmers. 

4316.  Do  you  know  of  parties  who  give  a higher  price  than  others  in  consequence  of 
having  the  weighing  in  their  own  hands  ? — It  has  been  so  stated  to  me. 

4317.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  selling  by  the  stone  ?— I think  the  barrel  would  be 
more  convenient  to  the  farmers,  as  they  would  be  hardly  able  to  calculate  so  closely. 

4318.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  essential  to  have  some  arbiter  in  case  of  disputes  between 
the  buyer  and  seller  ? — Most  certainly. 

4319-  Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  such  a market  partly  under  the  control  of  the 

Corporation,  and  of  persons  appointed  by  the  Grand  Jury,,  so  as  to  represent  all  classes? 

I should  hope  if  such  a market  is  established  that  it  will  be  so. 

4320.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions? — Most  certainly. 

4321.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  enclosed  fair-green? — I think  it  would  be  very 
desirable. 

4322.  You  would  not  allow  any  proprietor  who  holds  fairs  in  the  public  streets  to  levy 
tolls  for  spoiling  the  Queen's  highway,  as  in  some  places? — Certainly  not. 

4323.  Then  if  he  were  obliged  to  give  proper  accommodation,  would  it  not  be  fair  to 
protect  him,  and  allow  him  to  charge  a small  toll  for  cattle  entering? — Certainly;  but  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  convenient  to  charge  upon  entering,  because  some  of  the  people 
coming  to  the  fair  have  nothing  to  pay  unless  they  sell. 

4324.  But  how  can  you  tell  whether  they  sell  or  not,  without  having  recourse  to  the 
abominable  system  of  swearing  ? — Well,  that  is  very  true. 

4325.  Besides,  you  would  then  collect  from  them  when  they  were  sober? — That  is  true. 
I beg  to  remark,  that  I think  it  would  be  important  to  have  the  day  of  the  monthly  fairs 
changed  from  Monday  to  Thursday,  because  we  could  then  ship  at  once  to  Liverpool ; all 
our  trade  is  with  Liverpool. 

Mr.  Charles  Newport  examined. 

4326.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  weighmaster,  appointed  by  the  Mayor.  Iam 
general  weighmaster  under  the  4th  of  Anne,  cap.  14;  and  butter  weighmaster  and 
inspector  under  the  52nd  George  III.,  cap.  134,  sec.  3. 

4327.  Does  the  butter-market  belong  to  the  Corporation  ? — It  does. 

4328.  Is  it  optional  with  the  seller  to  make  use  of  the  market  or  not  ? — It  is. 

4329.  What  is  the  charge  ? — Three  pence  a firkin,  according  to  the  old  Act. 

4330.  That  includes  weighing,  qualifying,  and  giving  a ticket? — It  does. 

4331.  What  proportion  of  the  butter  sold  in  the  town  passes  through  your  market? — I 
should  say,  nine-tenths. 

4332.  The  butter  which  does  not  go  to  your  market  is  sold  and  weighed  at  the  stores  of 
the  merchants,  and  inspected  by  them  ? — Yes. 

4333.  Do  they  make  any  charge  for  weighing  or  inspection ? — No,  I think  not. 

4334.  Have  you  a sworn  inspector? — I have. 

4335.  What  staff  have  you? — An  office  clerk,  a weighmaster  and  taster,  one  person,  a 
second  weighmaster  when  the  other  is  busily  engaged,  and  two  pointers. 

4336.  What  quantity  of  butter  passed  through  your  market  last  year? — I think  47,000 
firkins. 

4337.  Was  that  an  increase  as  compared  with  the  previous  year? — No,  it  fell  short. 

4338.  Do  the  Corporation  derive  any  emolument  from  the  butter-market? — No;  except 
the  rent — £75  a-year,  which  I pay  for  the  house. 

4339.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight? — A cast  of  the  beam.  Some 
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merchants  were  not  satisfied,  and  threatened  to  leave  the  market  if  I did  not  give  a heavier 
weight  than  I think  fair. 

4340.  What  deduction  is  made  upon  the  gross  weight  ? — Nothing  but  the  tare  of  the 
firkin ; but  the  merchant  gets  two  pounds  heamage  from  the  farmer. 

4341.  Is  all  the  butter  coming  into  Waterford  sold  by  the  weight  or  by  the  lump?— A 
great  deal  is  sold  by  the  lump,  at  the  private  stores,  and  I think  it  is  a very  injurious 
system. 

4342.  Are  you  paid  all  the  same  ? — Just  the  same,  once  it  comes  within  the  market. 

4343.  Was  there  ever  another  butter-market  established  ? — There  was. 

4344.  What  became  of  it? — I brought  an  action  against  the  party,  and  succeeded. 

4345.  Are  there  many  frauds  practised  in  the  butter-stores  ? — People  constantly  com- 
plain to  me  about  not  receiving  full  weight  at  the  private  stores,  and  of  parties  promising 
them  so  much  a hundred-weight,  and  then  only  giving  them  2s.  or  3s.  less. 

4346.  Do  you  think  the  business  should  always  be  settled  in  the  butter-market  ? — I 
think  it  should. 

4347.  Are  there  any  cases  of  fraud  upon  the  part  of  the  fanners  in  making  up  the  butter? 
— I have  seen  some,  and  a great  many  complain  of  them,  but  1 have  not  seen  many.  When 
the  butter  is  bought  by  lump,  they  sometimes  pack  the  firkin  very  loosely,  and  if  the  mer- 
chant is  not  a very  good  judge,  he  is  easily  deceived,  and  the  butter  will  not  keep. 

4348.  When  you  inspect  the  butter  do  you  mark  it  ? — Yes. 

4349.  You  do  not  brand  it? — No. 

4350.  Then  the  merchant  who  buys  takes  it  to  his  own  stores  and  ships  upon  his  own 
qualification  ? — Yes. 

4351.  You  do  not  ship  upon  the  market  qualification,  as  they  do  in  Cork  and  other 
places  ? — No. 

4352.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  doing  away  with  the  lump  system  altogether? — 
Certainly.  The  lump  system  and  the  “ blocking”  system  ought  to  be  done  away  with  ; the 
“ blockers”  sometimes  buy  at  one  end  of  the  market,  and  roll  the  butter  to  the  other  end  and 
sell  it.  I have  often  very  unpleasant  cases,  where,  if  they  cannot  sell  it,  they  will  throw  it 
back  on  the  farmer,  and  there  is  no  redress. 

4353.  How  does  the  Waterford  butter  rank? — I believe  it  ranks  very  well. 

4354.  Does  it  rank  equal  to  Carlow  ? — No. 

4355.  What  do  you  charge  upon  articles  which  you  weigh  as  general  weighmaster,  under 
the  4th  of  Anne,  do  you  charge  the  rates  mentioned  in  the  Statute? — No;  there  was  an 
arrangement  made  by  my  predecessor  to  charge  Ad.  a load  on  the  weigh-bridge,  whatever 
the  load  might  be. 

4356.  What  do  you  weigh  ? — Hay,  potatoes,  pigs,  wool,  and  hides  ; in  the  small  scales  I 
charge  Ad.  a hundred-weight. 

4357.  If  there  were  three  hundred- weight  in  the  scales  would  you  charge  Hd.  ? — Yes. 
I don’t  think  you  are  allowed  by  the  Act  to  charge  more  than  Id.  for  every  draught. 

John  Fanning  examined. 

4358.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  butter-taster  and  weighmaster  appointed  by  Mr. 
Newport;  I inspect  all  the  butter  coming  into  the  market,  and  a ticket  is  given  at  the  office, 
where  the  gross  weight,  the  tare,  and  the  quality  are  entered. 

4359-  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  private  weighing? — Frequently. 

4360.  What  is  the  nature  of  those  frauds  ? — They  complain  of  getting  short  weight,  and 
having  over  tares  put  upon  them. 

4361.  What  are  the  deductions  by  the  merchant? — Two  pounds  upon  every  firkin. 

4362.  That  is  upon  firkins  weighed  in  your  market — have  you  heard  of  other  deductions 
made  in  private  weighing? — Often  three  pounds  or  four  pounds  are  taken  oft';  the  weight 
is  short  also,  and  there  is  over  tare  charged. 

4363.  Could  you  give  an  instance? — I bought  two  firkins  and  weighed  them  in  the 
butter-market,  and  sent  them  by  another  person  to  a certain  store,  and  they  were  weighed 
there ; the  whole  of  the  transaction  did  not  take  more  than  twenty  minutes.  They  were 
weighed  there,  and  a ticket  given  to  the  farmer,  and  brought  down  to  me,  and  the  money ; 
and  it  fell  short  of  what  I weighed  it  originally,  I think,  nine  pounds,  which  made  a difference 
of  10.s.  5c L.  which  I lo3t  upon  the  transaction  by  unfair  weighing. 

4364.  It  was  just  as  if  the  farmer  were  going  to  the  score  without  ever  going  'to  the 
market,  and  the  difference  was  between  public  and  private  weighing  ? — Yes. 

4365.  And  are  you  of  opinion  that  such  frauds  are  of  daily  occurrence  in  private  weighing? 
— I am. 

Mr.  George  Courtney  examined. 

4366.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a butter  buyer  ; I buy  in  the  public  market. 

4367.  Do  you  consider  that  it  is  well  carried  on? — I do  not,  in  several  respects ; I think 
there  ought  to  be  a competent  inspector,  and  I don’t  think  the  present  inspector  is  a man  of 
experience. 

4368.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a general  market,  where  all  butter  should  be  weighed,  inspected, 
and  sold  ? — I am ; I think  it  a great  evil  .that  butter  should  be  weighed  at  private  stores,  as 
at  present. 

4369.  Is  there  much  butter  bought  in  town  by  the  lump  ? — I undex-stand  there  is. 

4370.  Do  you  consider  that  an  objectionable  system  ?— It  is  a very  great  evil,  and  a great 
inducement  to  farmers  to  pack  their  butter  dishonestly. 
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4371  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a market  under  the  superintendence  of  a sworn  and 
properly  qualified  inspector,  where  tares  should  be  arranged,  disputes  settled,  and  all  the 
business  transacted  ? — I would. 

4372.  Would  you  make  it  compulsory  to  sell  and  buy  there,  and  allow  no  transactions  at 
the  private  stores  ? — Decidedly. 

4373.  Have  you  heard  of  any  frauds  practised  by  weighing  at  the  stores  ? — I have  heard 
a great  deal  of  talk  about  it. 

4374.  You  think  the  public  scales  are  the  best  test  ?— Decidedly. 

4375.  If  all  articles  were  weighed  before  being  sold,  it  would  check  any  insinuation  of 
favour  on  the  part  of  the  weighmaster? — It  would. 
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Mr.  John  Edward  Fane  examined.  4Q5 

4370.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a general  market?— I am  in  favour  of  a general  market,  pro-  Mr'  John  E-  Eane- 
vidcd  it  bo  properly  conducted,  and  I think  such  a system  the  fairest  for  the  buyer  and 

seller.  I think  it  very  desirable  that  the  corn  market  should  be  the  same  as  in  Cork,  which 
would  place  all  buyers  and  sellers  on  the  same  footing. 

Thomas  Keily  examined. 

437 1 . W hat  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  in  the  butter  trade. 

4378.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a general  market,  and  obliging  all  butter  to  be  inspected  and 
weighed  before  sale  ? — I am. 

4379.  It  would  do  away  with  all  suspicion  that  the  weighmaster  was  not  acting  fairly? 

— It  would. 

43s0.  You  are  not  in  favour  of  weighing  in  private  ? — No,  indeed. 

4381.  In  fact,  you  think  a general  market  such  as  has  been  described,  would  be  the 
fairest  lor  both  farmer  and  merchant? — Yes,  I do. 

4382.  lou  think  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  offers  great  facilities  for  fraud? — 

Certainly,  if  the  merchant  chooses  to  be  dishonest. 

4383.  Do  you  concur  in  what  Mr.  Courtney  has  said  ? — I do,  except  that  I have  no  fault 
to  find  with  the  butter  inspector. 

4384.  Do  you  ship  upon  his  qualification  ? — We  change  the  qualities  at  the  stores. 

Mr.  John  Blake  examined. 

43S5.  "What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  the  inspector  of  weights  and  measures. 

4386.  Have  you  detected  many  frauds  ? — I have  not,  with  the  class  of  people  in  the  butter 
trade,  only  with  the  very  lowest  order. 

4387.  You  think  the  weights  are  generally  fair  ? — Indeed,  I do. 

4388.  Do  you  inspect  the  beams  as  well  as  the  weights  ? — I do. 

4389.  Do  you  go  on  a particular  day,  or  an  unexpected  time  ? — Generally  twice  a year. 

4390.  Do  all  the  people  in  the  town  know  that  you  are  coming  ? — No,  they  do  not. 

Mr.  Ilvgh  Kevins ■ — I think  a public  corn  market  is  almost  indispensable  here ; I consider  408 
the  present  system  decidedly  objectionable,  and  I think  the  same  objections  apply  to  the  Mr.  Hugh  Kevins, 
butter  tiade.  _ _ Referred  to  in  the 

4391 . You  think  a public  market  and  public  scales  the  fairest  test  ? — I do.  Report,  p.  23,  as 

4392.  As  a buyer  you  would  not  object  to  a public  market  ? — As  a buyer  I would  go  most  '1226' 

frequently  into  the  market,  when  1 cannot  go  there  now. 

4393.  In  a public  market  all  parties  would  be  on  an  equality  ? — They  would. 

4394.  You  think  the  buyers  would  not  object  to  a public  market? — I do  not  think  any 
one  should. 

Mr.  Thomas  Clarke. — I wish  to  remark  to  you  that  there  is  a great  want  of  proper  409. 
accommodation  for  the  smaller  traders,  who  sell  fruit,  vegetables,  and  various  articles  of  the  Mr.  Thos.  Clarke, 
kind  in  the  streets.  These  poor  people  are  exposed  to  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  weather, 
and  suffer  very  much  in  consequence  of  the  deficiency  of  market  accommodation. 

4395.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a general  market? — I am  in  favour  of  a market  for  general 
purposes,  to  save  the  small  trader,  who  is  now  exposed  to  all  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather. 


407. 

Mr.  John  Blake. 


Mr.  Peter  Carrol  examined. 

4396.  What  is  your  occupation?— I sell  bacon.  All  the  live  pigs  are  sold  in  the  market ; I 
have  to  complain  that  people  come  there  to  buy  pigs  who  have  no  money  to  pay  for  them ; 
and  there  ought  to  bo  an  officer  to  compel  those  people  to  go  away,  and  let  persons  buy  as 
they  liked.  I often  gave  these  people  money  to  go  away. 

4397.  When  you  buy  live  pigs,  what  deductions  do  you  make  ? — Six  pounds  for  everv  ni<r 

4398.  What  is  that  for  ? — For  soakage.  ’ " 

4399.  Is  that  a regular  custom  ? — It  is. 

4400.  Would  it  not  be  the  fairest  plan  to  pay  for  what  is  there,  and  regulate  the  price 
accordingly  ? — I do  not  think  it  would  make  the  least  difference.  In  England  they  cut  off 
the  feet,  but  we  weigh  the  whole. 
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4401.  What  do  you  cut  off  pigs  for  being  measly? — Three  shillings  and  sixpence  a 
hundred-weight. 

4402.  Did  you  ever  know  a person  buy  pigs  and  say  that  they  were  measly  to  get  them 
cut  down  ? — I have  heard  of  it. 

4403.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a public  officer  in  every  pig-market  to  settle  those 
disputes? — Yes;  and  let  the  farmers  pay  for  it. 

Mr.  Daniel  Osborne,  Silverspring — I concur  in  what  Mr.  Courtney  has  stated.  Persons 
come  into  the  market  who  have  not  a penny  in  their  pockets,  and  prevent  the  regular  mer- 
chants from  making  a bargain,  and  try  and  beat  down  the  farmers  as  much  as  they  can,  and  no 
other  man  will  go  in  between  them  ; and  perhaps,  after  all,  the  poor  farmer  will  be  obliged 
to  drive  his  pigs  home  at  loss  and  inconvenience. 

4404.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions ? — Yes,  I am;  I have  been 
always  against  them ; but  the  merchants  say  they  get  a higher  price.  I thinkit  would 
be  a great  deal  better  to  fix  a price,  and  pay  for  every  pound. 

4405.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  allowances  on  corn? — I would. 

4406.  I suppose  you  would  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  and  oblige  all  transactions 
to  take  place  there,  and  have  every  thing  weighed  in  the  public  scales  ? — I would.  I beg  to 
say,  that  I think  Thursday  would  be  a more  convenient  day  than  Monday,  as  our  farmers 
might  ship  at  once  for  Liverpool. 

4407.  Would  that  interfere  with  any  other  town  ? — It  would,  with  Kilkenny  ; but  they 
are  going  to  change  the  day.  Liverpool  is  our  market,  and  Dublin  theirs. 

Mr.  S.  II.  Jones  examined. 

4408.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — I would  be  in  favour  of  a general  market, 
abolishing  all  deductions,  and  compelling  every  thing  to  be  weighed  there. 

4409.  Are  you  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the  country? 
— I am. 

Mr.  Cornelius  Ryan  examined. 

4410.  What  is  your  occupation? — High-Constable,  appointed  by  the  Mayor  and  the 
Corporation.  My  duty  is  to  inspect  the  markets.  There  are  three  potato  markets. 

4411.  Are  there  beams  and  scales  in  them  ? — There  are  ; but  two  of  them  are  markets 
where  potatoes  are  sold  in  small  quantities.  The  principal  market  is  on  the  quay. 

4412.  Do  the  Corporation  provide  the  beams  and  scales  ? — They  do. 

4413.  Who  weighs  the  potatoes  ?— There  is  a constable  in  the  principal  market  employed 
by  the  Corporation. 

4414.  How  is  he  paid  ? — A salary  of  £30  a year. 

4415.  Is  there  any  charge  for  weighing  ? — None. 

4416.  What  is  the  barrel  of  potatoes  ?— Twenty  stone.  They  are  sold  by  the  weight,  in 
sacks,  fourteen  pounds  to  the  stone. 

4417.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight? — Down  weight. 

4418.  Touching  the  ground  ? — Yes.  -lot 

4419.  How  many  pounds  will  bring  the  scale  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight  ! — 1 
think  one  pound  or  two  pounds  would  turn  the  scales ; but  if  there  be  a heavy  sack  it  might 
take  three  pounds  or  four  pounds. 

4420.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound  ? — No. 

4421.  What  is  your  smallest  weight  ? — Seven  pounds. 

4422.  Then  if  there  be  seven  pounds  standing  beam,  the  farmer  may  lose  it  ? — He  may. 

4423.  What  are  the  deductions  ?— When  a bag  weighs  twenty  stone,  a stone  and  a-half 
is  taken  off  as  beamage. 

4424.  Suppose  it  were  under  twenty  stone  ? — One  stone  then. 

4425.  Is  any  further  deduction  made  on  potatoes  ? — Not  unless  they  are  very  bad. 

4426.  Are  there  many  forestallers ?— There  are;  there  are  persons  who  come  up  in  the 
steamers  with  potatoes,  and  they  will  give  those  people  the  preference,  even  at  a cheaper 
rate,  to  get  them  off  their  hands  quick. 

Mr.  Thomas  Michael  Galway  examined. 

4427.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a general  market? — I am  in  favour  of  a general  public 
market.  I am  sure  hundreds  of  the  poor  traders  perish  from  cold  and  wet  in  those  incle- 
ment seasons  of  the  year. 

4428.  What  would  you  recommend  ? — Proper  enclosed  markets. 

4429.  Will  you  make  the  people  pay  for  them? — If  the  public  authorities  only  took  an 
active  part  the  thing  would  be  easily  accomplished. 

4430.  How  ? — By  a grant  from  Government. 

Cornelius  Ryan  examined. 

4431.  What  is  your  occupation? — I look  after  the  fish  market. 

4432.  What  tolls  do  the  Corporation  receive? — They  receive  Id.  for  salmon. 

4433.  Is  that  for  weighing  ? — It  is. 

4434.  Are  there  no  tolls  independent  of  weighing  ? — There  are ; all  other  fish  pay  2d.  a 
load. 

4435.  For  what? — For  the  use  of  the  table. 

4436.  When  fish  is  sold  in  the  street  do  they  pay  ?— -They  pay  wherever  they  are  sold. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE.  247 

f”  fte  ‘aMe  fat°  “ reg“Ur  “ ?-Y“' 

d°  - -*•  *-  * 
”0t,“'  "-Salmonarenot  soldin  the 
4441.  Is  the  accommodation  you  give  sufficient  ?-There  is  a very  good  fish-house. 

for  ^ «—  h,. 


WATERFORD, - 
Gth  December,  1852. 

41A 

Cornelius  Ryan. 


thejw^f^r^t^s  st le  upr  ‘,heriTer' wherc 

public  at  large;  a fish-house  imnv  n+W  to,  d 6 1 , , be  a great. advantage  to  the 
thaUhc  present  fish-house  is  in  a vojy  inconSulSy. Ver3,  m”nT“i“t  • 1 ^er 

would  convenient  spot  the  trade 

decidedly  the  best  part  of  Waterford.  Ohbourhood  of  the  quay  it  would  be 

4443.  Would  it  improve  the  trade  ? — I think  it  would. 


417. 

Mr.  Jacob  Penrose. 


Carrick-on-Suir,  December  7,  1852. 

Mr.  John  Wogan  examined. 

4444.  Where  do  you  reside  ?_In  this  town. 

yemstet10  -V°U  ™ Seneschal,  hut  I have  not  held  a court  these  twenty 

, «4?:  0^ Ormonde. 

Iiad  agreat 

Sy^^  *0llS  andc“8‘»™rf 

butter,  fowl,  and  ever^tidng  ds^tefrtout'twen”?  f" “ cam.e.to  Cam*  paid  toll-eggs 

^ fo-  *-*  - 

4451.  Was  there  any  patent  for  it  ?_No 

445k  Wtahweia^  ond  Saturdays. 

October.  liur  da7s  '—There  were  three  old  fairs-in  August,  May,  and 

4454.  When  were  the  monthly  fairs  established?  r v .. 
years  ago.  1 eataonsned  /—  1 think  about  twenty  or  twenty-five 

4459.  Had  you  never  a Corporation  V Nn  ■ +io0  ^ wer(-not  inexistence  then, 
market  daya  ^ mar^ets  ^e‘d  dow'upofi  Tuesday^  ami  Satmday^?— They  are  considered 

SI  ^ ^ fc' 

4464.  Is  there  a markct-liouse  ?— No. 

4466.  potatoes  soM^n  ^^street^P^They  are5168  “ thestreets- 

4 : a‘  the  weigh -Scales. 

44b9.  Is  there  a weighmaster  ? — Yes 

appointed PPOblbed  ty  L°rd  "-‘orfor'df-Yes;  he  is  appointed  by  Lord  Waterford’s 

447 1.  Is  there  also  a butter  scales  ? Yes 

' JSJ  JP?  ‘be  butter-master  ib-llhe  magistrates 

tSt  - 

4475.  Is  it  enclosed? — No. 

4476.  Are  tolls  levied  there  ?— No. 

tz  , 

was  formerly  in  the  Waterford  family,  but  Lord  tesblugh ®*  °f  *<•  “ 


CARRICK-ON-SUIR, 
1th  December,  1852. 

m 

Mr.  John  Wogan. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


ARRICK-ON-SUIR, 
ItU  December,  1852. 

u 

Mr.  Thos.  O’Neill. 


248  FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 

Mr.  Thomas  O'Neill  examined. 

4479.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Carrick, 

44S0.  Do  you  belong  to  the  corn  trade ?— I do.  „ Tn  tl._ 

4481.  Do  you  buy  the  corn  at  your  own  stores  or  m the  sticets.— In  either,  t e 

samples  come  to  the  office.  , 

4482.  The  corn  is  weighed  at  the  stores  .''—It  is. 

44«3.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight  ?— Standing  beam. 

4484.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  ? — One  pound. 

4485.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound?— Yes. 

jg?-  ^ ***>  * ^ 

4488.  That  is  four  pounds  on  twenty,  sixteen,  and  fourteen  stone  ot  wheat,  oats,  and 
la  4So“?oXyo?deauct  it  both  from  the  weight  of  the  sack  and  the  corn  ?— Yes. 

4490  Do  you  deduct  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack?— Yes,  we  do. 

4491  WhZt  quantity  of  corn  is  sold  in  the  year  ?-l  think  about  150,000  barrels  j there 

WBJ43? 1 Howmany  parties  are  there  buying  corn  ?— There  are  twenty-five  or  thirty. 

4493  When  the  farmers  bringthe  com  here  kavo  they  to  hawk  it  lound  the  stores  to 

Se4«4^Sy»  £ £-  ?-There  are  some,  hut  we  do  not  encourage 

*4495  *Who  pays  them ? — Some  time  ago  the  merchants  paid  them,  but  the  merchants 
held  a meoti°gP£me  some  two  or  three  years  ago,  and  came  to  a resolution  to  stop  it  from 

^oTsuppose  it  comes  out  of  the  farmers'  pockets  in  the  end  ?-Well,  I do  not  think 

i4  4497  Do  you  think  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  is  objectionable  ?-I  would  prefer 
having  a public  market,  and  I think  it  would  be  a benefit  both  to  the  merchant  and  the 

fT498  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  where  all  agricultural  produce  should 
be  sold  and  weighed,  with  a proper  staff,  and  under  the  inspection  of  a sworn  w eighmastei . 

_4499U  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures,  and  a uniform 
avatPm  of  buying  and  selling  everywhere? — Exactly.  . , x . , 

J 4500  WoukTit  not  bo  the  fairest  system  to  weigh  standing  beam,  to  weigh  to  the  pound, 
and  abolish  all  deductions ?— I would  have  no  objection,  if  it  were  a general  sy 

450 1 Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  by  the  stone  of  fourteen  pounds,  and  abolish- 
ing the  weighing  by  barrel  ? — I think  the  barrel  much  pleasanter,  because  we  arc  more 

accustomed  to  ity  0,  a reasonable  toll,  just  sufficient  to  support  such  a market 

re^ectablv  ?—Yes ; I think  a penny  a barrel  ought  to  support  such  a market  very  well. 

4503  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  frauds  practised  at  the  private  stores  in  the  webb- 
ing ?— There  are  such  reports,  but  they  have  never  come  to  my  knowledge  exactly . 

4504.  But  you  admit  that  it  offers  great  facilities,  if  parties  choose  to  be  dishonest?— 

Of4505.SThere  is  no  check  upon  the  dishonest  trader?— Ho  check  in  the  world;  a man 
Ca450ff°  W^a^^uantity^o^o^^bu^i^the1'  year  ? Perhaps  10,000,  15,000,  or  20,000 

IE-  was  double  or 

even  treble  some  ten  years  ago. 

4509.  Is  it  sold  by  weight  or  by  lump  ? — Both  ways. 

4510.  Are  there  many  butter  merchants  ? — Only  three. 

4 r,  1 1 Ts  there  a market  for  butter? — There  is.  , ...  . 

4512!  Is  it  compulsory  to  use  it  ?— It  is  not.  I beg  to  remaric  that  one  great  evdanses 
here  from  the  timber  not  being  properly  seasoned  before  the  firkins  are  made . .the  t 
is  sometimes  cut  down  to-day,  and  made  into  firkins  to-morrow  ; there  is  no  brand,  and  we 
must  strip  the  butter  when  it  comes  into  us. 

4.513.  Do  you  buy  in  the  public  market  ? — Yes. 

4514.  Is  there  an  inspector? — There  is. 

4^1  r.  What  does  he  charge  ? — Three-pence  a barrel.  . , . . .. 

45ia!  After  it  is  sold  do  you  take  it  away  ?— After  it  is  sold  he  weighs  it,  and  then  we 
take  it  away,  and  strip  the  firkins  at  the  stores.  . , , , , a 

4517.  What  does  he  put  in  the  ticket?— He  puts  the  gross  weight  and  the  tare,  and 
then  the  ticket  comes  to  our  office  and  we  take  off  two  pounds  tret. 

4518.  That  is  independent  of  the  weight  of  the  firkin  A— It  is. 

4519.  Is  there  any  other  deduction? — No.  , . 

4520.  If  you  think  the  firkin  is  taxed  rightly,  I suppose  you  do  not  go  to  the  trouble  ol 

Rtrinnin"? There  are  very  few  which  have  not  to  be  stripped.  . * 

4521. ° Suppose  it  were  marked  at  fifteen  pounds,  and  that  when  stopped  it  only  tar 
thirteen  pounds,  would  you  still  deduct  fifteen  pounds  weight?-!  would. 
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4522.  Then,  in  fact,  you  get  the  benefit  of  all  that  is  under  ? — I do,  but  I think  it  is  no 
benefit,  for  it  hardly  ever  occurs. 

4523.  The  farmers  have  to  pay  all  over  fifteen  pounds  weight  ? — They  have. 

4524.  Are  the  firkins,  generally  speaking,  over  fifteen  pounds  weight  ? — They  are 

seventeen,  nineteen,  twenty,  and  twenty- one  pounds  weight. 

4525.  And  very  few  under  fifteen  ? — Very  few,  hardly  any. 

4526.  Do  you  always  buy  upon  the  qualification  of  the  inspector  ? — Yes. 

4527.  When  you  buy  at  the  stores,  do  you  buy  on  your  own  qualification  ? — I never  buy 
at  my  stores. 

4528.  When  merchants  buy  at  the  stores  do  they  charge  the  3 cl.  ? — I believe  not. 

4529.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  obliging  all  butter  to  be  sold,  inspected,  and  weighed 
at  the  public  market  ? — I would  ; I do  not  think  the  trade  will  be  carried  out  properly 
otherwise.  I do  not  like  buying  by  the  firkin  at  all,  because  the  farmers  will  not  pack  the 
butter  properly. 

4530.  That  is  buying  by  the  lump  ? — Yes. 

4531.  You  object  to  buying  by  the  lump? — Yes. 

4532.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  inspecting  and  weighing  all  butter  previous  to  being 
sold,  to  prevent  all  suspicion  of  the  weighmaster  ? — I would. 

4533.  Would  you  oblige  the  merchant  to  ship  upon  the  inspector’s  qualification,  or 
leave  it  free  ? — I think  the  best  system  would  be,  that  it  should  be  upon  the  mark  of  the 
taster. 

4534.  You  would  have  the  firkins  all  branded  by  the  sworn  inspector  of  the  weigh- 
market  ? — Y es. 

4535.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  market  begin  at  a certain  hour? — I would. 

Mr.  Daniel  Ilalliday  examined. 

4536.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  weighmaster  at  the  public  butter-market. 

4537.  By  whom  appointed? — By  the  Grand  Jury,  and  sworn  before  the  Assistant- 
Barrister. 

4538.  Have  you  a sufficiently  large  market  ? — I am  sorry  to  say  that  it  is  too  large  for 
our  present  business. 

4539.  What  proportion  is  sold  in  the  public  market? — About  20,000  firkins  a-year. 

4540.  What  at  the  private  stores  ? — I suppose  about  2,000  firkins. 

4541.  You  are  paid  3d.  for  every  firkin  ? — Yes. 

4542.  It  is  optional  to  use  the  market  or  not? — It  is. 

4543.  Would  it  not  be  the  best  plan  to  weigh  before  selling  ? — I believe  it  makes  no 
great  matter. 

4544.  Does  your  inspection  generally  give  satisfaction? — Indeed  I am  told  it  does. 

4545.  What  expense  have  you  to  pay  ?— The  rent  of  the  house,  and  6s.  a-week  to  a man 
who  acts  as  an  assistant  weighmaster. 

4546.  How  do  you  mark  the  quality  of  the  butter? — With  a timber  scraper. 

4547.  You  do  not  mark  it  with  chalk? — Oh,  no,  it  would  not  do. 

4548.  And  after  it  is  sold  they  take  it  to  the  stores? — Yes. 

4549.  A mercliaut  may  do  as  lie  likes  when  he  gets  to  the  stores? — He  may. 

4550.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ? — Yes. 

4551.  What  do  you  state  in  it? — The  weight  and  quality,  the  date,  the  name  of  the 
seller  and  buyer,  and  I deduct  the  weight  of  the  firkin. 

4552.  How  do  you  know  the  weight? — About  fifteen  pounds  is  the  general  weight ; but 
the  merchant  weighs  it  afterwards  and  deducts  any  overweight. 

4553.  You  do  not  deduct  tret? — No. 

4554.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  all  the  transactions  done  in  the  market? — It  would. 

4555.  If  the  statistics  of  the  market  were  required  by  Government  could  you  furnish 
them  ? — No. 

4556.  I suppose  you  would  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  and  obliging  every  thing 
to  be  weighed  and  inspected  there? — Indeed  one  would  naturally  suppose  I would. 

4557.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  from  the  farmers  about  being  treated  unfairly 
in  private  weighing  ? — No,  I cannot  say  I did. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Kenny  examined. 

4558.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  this  town. 

4559.  In  what  business  are  you  engaged  ? — In  the  oat  trade. 

4560.  Are  oats  weighed  the  same  as  corn? — Just  the  same. 

4561.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  where  every  thing  should  be  sold 
and  weighed  ? — I would. 

4562.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures,  and  a uniform 
system  of  dealing  ? — Most  certainly. 

Mr.  John  Grubb  examined. 

4563.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — At  Carrick-on-Suir. 

4564.  Are  you  in  the  corn  trade  ? — I am. 

4565.  Do  you  agree  in  the  suggestions  which  Mr.  O’Neill  has  made  ? — I do,  most  fully. 

2 K 


CARRICK-ON-SUIR, 
7th  December,  1852. 
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Mr.  Thos.  O’Neill. 


420- 

Mr.  Daniel  Halliday. 
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Mr.  Nicholas  Kenny. 


Mr.  John  Grubb. 
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Mr.  Owen  Canall. 

424. 

J.H.MandeviUe,  esq. 


425. 

Mr.  James  Kennedy. 


426. 

Samuel  Jones,  esq. 


427. 

Mr.  E.  O’Halloran. 
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Mr.  Given  Canall  examined. 

4566.  Are  you  in  the  butter  trade? — I am.  I beg  to  say  that  Mr.  HaUiday  very  often  makes 
mistakes  from  the  want  of  light,  or  persons  smoking  in  the  market ; and  some  of  the  butter 
comes  to  my  stores,  and  because  Mr.  Halliday  has  marked  it,  the  seller  will  not  allow  it 
to  be  cut,  although  they  see  the  fault. 

James  II.  Mandeville,  esq.,  examined. 

4567.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Three  miles  from  this. 

4568.  Are  you  a farmer  ? — I am. 

4569.  What  quantity  of  land  do  you  hold? — I hold  over  200  acres  here;  between  300 
and  400  altogether. 

4570.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — Certainly,  I would. 

4571.  You  would  not,  as  a seller,  object  to  pay  a small  toll  to  support  such  a market 
respectably  ? — By  no  means. 

4572.  Would  it  not  be  a great  advantage  to  the  farmer  to  have  competition,  instead  of 
hawking  his  corn  about  the  town? — Yes;  I think  there  would  be  no  hole  and  corner 
working ; every  one  would  know  what  he  was  about. 

4573.  You  would  not  have  to  employ  sky-farmers? — No. 

4574.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the  whole 
country  ? — I would. 

4575.  Would  you  weigh  standing  beam,  and  abolish  all  deductions? — Most  certainly. 

4576.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  obliging  all  agricultural  produce  to  be  sold  and  weighed 
at  the  market,  under  the  superintendence  of  a sworn  wcighmaster  ? — Decidedly. 

4577.  You  would  only  have  a sufficient  toll  levied  to  support  such  a market  respectably  ? 
— Nothing  more. 

4578.  Would  you  bo  in  favour  of  an  enclosed  fair-green? — Yes. 

4579.  Would  you  be  for  having  the  toll  paid  on  going  in? — Certainly;  to  avoid  the 
the  deception  in  getting  out  the  cattle,  and  the  mock  oath,  which  is  a most  abominable 
system.  I beg  to  say,  that  I should  object,  to  all  tolls  in  a place  such  as  this,  where  we  have 
good  accommodation.  I also  have  to  complain  of  the  evil  of  persons  going  to  the  markets 
and  buying  cattle,  who  have  no  money.  I recollect  I sold  some  cows  to  a man  who  I 
thought  had  money ; but  after  marking  them  he  left  them  on  my  hands,  and  I had  to 
seU  them  for  £2  less.  I tried  it  before  the  Magistrates,  but  I could  not  punish  him ; and  I 
had  to  get  out  a decree  before  the  Assistant  Barrister.  The  Magistrates  cannot  decide 
where  the  value  of  the  beast  is  over  £5. 

4580.  You  think  the  value  of  the  sum  in  dispute  ought  to  be  the  thing? — I do. 

4581.  And  you  think  these  disputes  ought  to  be  settled  at  once  ? — I do. 

4582.  Mr.  James  Kennedy. — I beg  to  state  that  some  years  ago  the  Marquess  of  Water- 
ford was  called  upon  for  his  patent,  and  he  was  not  able  to  produce  it. 

4583.  Were  there  any  trials  about  it? — There  were  several  trials.  I beg  to  say,  that 
there  is  nothing  so  objectionable  to  the  farmers  here  as  tolls. 

Samuel  Jones,  esq.,  examined. 

45S4.  Do  you  reside  here  ? — I do. 

4585.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — I am. 

4586.  Would  you  oblige  all  agricultural  produce  to  be  sold  and  weighed  there? — 
Certainly. 

4587.  And  having  the  firkins  regularly  branded? — Yes. 

4588.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures,  and  abolishing 
all  deductions,  but  the  actual  tare  of  the  empty  sack  ? — Certainly ; all  others  are  the 
result  of  fraud  one  side  or  the  other. 

4589.  You  think  it  would  be  desirable  in  such  a market  to  he  able  to  furnish  proper 
statistical  returns  ? — Yes. 

4590.  With  regard  to  fairs,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  obliging  the  proprietors  of  fairs 
held  in  the  streets  to  provide  proper  accommodation,  and  allow  them  to  levy  a small  toll 
to  cover  the  expense  ? — Yes ; for  we  have  the  instance  of  the  great  improvement  at  Callan, 
where  it  was  carried  out.  I would  be  also  in  favour  of  having  all  fairs  held  in  the  towns 
removed  to  a proper  enclosed  fair-green. 

Mr.  Edmund  O'Halloran  examined. 

4591.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — At  Carrick-on-Suir. 

4592.  What  are  you  ? — A bacon  merchant. 

4593.  Do  you  buy  alive? — I do. 

4594.  Do  you  buy  by  the  weight  ? — Both  ways. 

4595.  How  do  you  weigh? — Standing  beam,  and  six  pounds  off  each  pig. 

4596.  Do  many  frauds  take  place  ?— Not  many  that  fall  under  my  observation. 

4597.  Have  you  got  the  “ blockers”  ? — We  have  a little  in  that  way. 

4598.  How  do  you  examine  pigs? — I do  not  cut  for  the  measles  now  at  all. 

4599.  But  when  you  buy  from  the  jobber  do  you  cut? — I cut  generally  5s.  or  6s.  a 
hundred-weight. 

4600.  Are  there  any  persons  who  buy  pigs  in  the  morning,  and  then  in  the  evening  throw 
them  up,  and  say  they  are  measly? — I heard  of  them,  but  I have  not  seen  many.  I beg 
to  add,  that  I think  it  would  be  a very  extraordinary  tiling  if  the  people  here  were  to  pay 
tolls  at  fairs,  when  they  have  very  good  accommodation  already. 
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Michael  Quirk  examined. 

4601.  To  whom  does  the  potato  market  belong? — The  potato  market  belongs  to  the 
Marquess  of  Waterford.  There  are  two  beams  and  scales  tliere. 

4602.  Who  is  the  weighmaster? — Edward  Cunningham. 

4603.  By  whom , is  lie  appointed  ? — By  Mr.  Moore,  patentee  of  the  Marquess  of  Waterford. 

4604.  What  does  he  receive  ? — Six  shillings  a-week. 

4605.  What  does  he  charge  for  weighing  potatoes? — One  penny  upon  every  bag. 

4606.  To  whom  docs  that  go  ? — To  Mr.  Moore. 

4607.  Then  Mr.  Moore  is  the  woighmaster,  and  he  appoints  a man  under  him? — Yes. 

4608.  Does  lie  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight? — A cast  of  the  beam. 

4609.  What  is  the  smallest  weight? — I think  four  pounds. 

4610.  If  there  were  four  pounds  standing  beam,  would  he  throw  it  out? — He  would. 

4611.  What  deductions  does  he  make  from  the  gross  weight? — A stone  upon  every  bag 
over  fifteen  stone,  and  one-half  stone  down  to  seven. 

4612.  That  includes  the  weight  of  the  sack? — Yes. 

4613.  Does  lie  ever  deduct  more? — Never.  If  the  bag  weighed  thirty  stone  he  would 
only  deduct  that : for  the  last  few  years  he  has  been  a loser  by  it.  I wish  to  add  that  the 
people  hero  would  generally  object  to  any  thing  like  tolls. 

Henry  Briscoe,  esq.,  examined. 

4614.  Are  you  a magistrate? — I am. 

4615.  Have  many  cases  offraud,  in  weighing,  come  before  you? No,  very  few. 

4616.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a general  market? — I am. 

4617.  Do  you  know  how  bread  is  sold  here  ? — By  the  lump. 

4618.  Not  by  weight? — No. 

4619.  Would  it  not  bo  better  to  have  the  bread  sold  by  weight  ?— Most  certainly. 

4620.  And  let  the  prices  vary  according  to  the  price  of  flour? — Yes  ; for  instance,  if  it 
falls  to-day  the  two-penny  or  penny  loaf  is  made  only  half  the  size. 

Mr.  John  H.  Lynch  examined. 

4621.  You  are  chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners? — I am. 

4622.  Do  you  generally  concur  in  the  suggestion  in  favour  a general  market? — I do, 
most  fully. 


New  Ross,  December  8,  1852. 

Mr.  Samuel  Keogh  examined. 

4623.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — At  New  Ross. 

4624.  You  are  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — I am. 

4625.  You  were  the  former  chairman? — I was. 

4626.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  were  the  markets  established  in  this  town  ? I 

believe  they  w-ere  handed  over  to  us  by  patent,  and  I see  by  the  council  book  that  we 
exercised  control  over  them. 

4627.  Do  you  know  under  what  patent? — I always  heard  the  patent  of  James  I.referred  to. 
The  Corporation  leased  the  tolls  out  to  different  individuals. 

4628.  What  are  the  market-days? — Wednesday  and  Saturday. 

4629.  How  many  fairs  ? — One  every  month.  There  were  three  old  fairs,  and  whenever 
one  of  these  comes  in  a month,  the  other  does  not  take  place. 

4630.  Who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  fairs  and  markets  ? — I never  heard  that  any  one 
exercised  any  control  over  them,  save  the  Corporation. 

4631.  Then  the  Corporation  were  the  proprietors,  and  the  Town  Commissioners,  as  their 
successors,  are  the  present  proprietors? — Yes. 

4632.  Arc  they  the  proprietors  of  the  new  fairs? — Most  assuredly. 

4633.  Are  there  tolls  paid  in  the  market? — No. 

4634.  There  were  formerly  ? — There  were. 

4635.  Have  you  ever  heard  why  they  were  abandoned  ? — I believe  it  was  in  consequence 
of  an  action  taken  by  Archdeacon  Barker  against  the  Corporation. 

4636.  There  are  no  tolls  now  paid  at  either  fairs  or  markets? — No. 

4637.  Have  you  a public  corn-market  ? — No  ; there  is  no  public  market,  except  a shambles. 

4638.  Have  you  a butter-market  ? — It  is  only  within  the  last  year  butter  has  come  into 
■the  town,  and  there  is  no  butter-market. 

4639.  Then  you  have  no  public  market  ? — Not  except  the  shambles  and  fish-market. 

4640.  And  you  charge  no  toll? — Not  except  a small  charge  for  fish  exhibited  for  sale 
there,  and  the  butchers  rent  then  stalls  from  the  proprietor. 

4641.  That  is  private  property? — Yes ; but  the  Corporation  receive  rent  from  it. 

4642.  In  fact,  then,  there  is  no  public  market,  for  that  may  be  closed  to-morrow? — No. 
They  are  bound  to  keep  it  there  open. 

4643.  Where  are  your  fairs  hold?— In  the  Irishtown,  in  a large  open  space. 

4644.  It  is  not  enclosed  ? — No. 

4645.  Where  is  the  corn  sold? — In  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  generally. 

4646.  In  fact  about  the  streets  ? — Altogether. 

4647.  Where  is  it  weighed  ? — At  the  stores. 

2 K 2 


CAREICK-ON-SUlIi, 
7th  December,  1852. 

428. 

Michael  Quirk. 


429. 

Mr.  Henry  Briscoe. 


430. 

Mr.  John  H.  Lynch. 


NEW  ROSS, 
Bill  December,  1852. 

431. 

Mr.  Samuel  Keogh. 
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FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


NEW  ROSS, 
8th  December,  1852. 

431. 

Mr.  Samuel  Keogh. 


4648.  Have  you  any  public  beams  and  scales?— No,  except  a weigh-bridge. 

4649.  Arc  potatoes  sold  and  weighed  in  the  streets  ? — They  are.  There  are  men  who 
furnish  weights  and  scales,  and  receive  something  for  weighing. 

4650.  Private  property  in  fact? — Yes. 

4651.  Is  butter  sold  about  the  town  ? — It  is  sold  in  the  streets,  and  weighed  at  the  stores. 

4652.  There  is  no  public  inspection  or  market  ? — No. 

4653.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  in  which  all  agricultural  produce 
coming  into  the  town  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — Most  assuredly.  We  have,  in  every 
instance,  attempted  to  obtain  it. 

4654!  Is  butter  sold  here  by  weight  or  by  lump  ? — A great  part  by  the  lump,  in  conse- 
quence of  there  being  no  inspector. 

4655.  Is  it  not  a very  bad  system  ? — As  bad  as  could  be. 

4656.  You  would  oblige  every  thing  to  be  sold  and  weighed  in  the  general  market  ? — 
Most  assuredly. 

4657.  You  would  only  have  a sufficient  toll  to  support  such  a market  respectably  ? — 
Nothing-  more  than  that ; no  profit  whatever. 

465S.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  assimilating  weights  and  measures  ?— Most  assuredly ; 
and  reducing  to  as  definite  a standard  as  possible. 

4659.  Would  it  not  be  more  satisfactory  to  weigh  by  the  stone  ? — I think  so. 

4660.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  agricultural  products  with  one  pound  weights, 
standing  beam,  and  abolishing  all  deductions? — I think  it  very  fair.  With  respect  to  that, 
there  may  be  a great  deal  said  against  it,  because  the  seller  might  commit  many  frauds 
which  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  public  to  guard  against. 

4681.  But  there  should  bo  a heavy  penalty  for  fraud,  both  of  buyer  and  seller  ? — Well, 
that  would  be  very  fair. 

4662.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  proper  enclosed  fair-greens  instead  of  the  public 
streets  ? — Well,  it  would  be  attended  with  considerable  expense. 

4663.  But  do  you  not  think  that  to  pay  a small  toll  upon  entering  a proper  fair-green  for 
a good  standing,  would  be  a satisfactory  arrangement? — Well,  I think  it  would. 

4664.  As  a general  rule,  is  not  the  street  a bad  place  to  hold  a fair  ? — It  cannot  be  called 
a street  where  it  is  held  now. 

4665.  But  as  a general  rule  ? — As  a general  rule  it  is  not  the  place.  I wish  to  remark 
that  we  have  not  even  the  power  of  having  a marlcet-jury  here  ; and  the  very  refuse  of  the 
fish -house  from  Waterford  is  often  brought  up  and  vended  here. 


432  Mr.  Michael  Sutton  examined, 

cliael  Sutton.  4 ggg_  Are  you  in  the  corn  trade  ? — I am. 

4667.  Do  you  buy  all  sorts  of  com? — Yes. 

4668.  Do  you  buy  the  corn  in  the  streets  ? — Yes ; the  samples  come  to  the  stores. 

4669.  Do  you  employ  sky-farmers? — Yes;  we  employ  people  at  Id.  a barrel. 

4670.  I suppose  it  is  necessary  under  the  present  system  ? — It  is. 

4671.  Do  you  approve  of  that  system  ? — No ; I would  much  rather  have  a general  market. 

4672.  Is  all  the  corn  weighed  at  your  own  stores? — It  is. 

4673.  Do  you  make  any  charges  for  weighing  or  porterage? — No. 

4674.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight? — Standing  beam,  a mere  turn. 

4675.  What  is  your  smallest  weight? — Four  pounds. 

4676.  Do  you  weigh  barrels  with  four  pounds  ? — We  have  a barrel  in  which  we  put  the 
corn  to  weigh,  containing  twenty  stone,  and  five  pounds  for  beamage. 

4677.  Then  you  weigh  as  nice  as  possible  and  deduct  beamage? — Yes. 

46  7S.  What  beamage  ? — Five  pounds  upon  wheat,  four  pounds  upon  oats  or  barley. 

4679.  No  other  deductions? — No,  except  in  cases  where  the  corn  is  very  dirty,  then  we 
deduct  weight  instead  of  price. 

4680.  I suppose  these  deductions  are  on  twenty  stone  of  wheat,  and  sixteen  and  fourteen 
stone  of  oats  and  barley  ? — Yes. 

4681.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  about  weighing  in  private  ? — Yes,  I have. 

4682.  Do  you  not  think  the  system  objectionable,  and  that  it  allows  parties  to  practise 
fraud  if  they  are  dishonest  ? — I do. 

4683.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  and  obliging  all  produce  to  be  sold 
there,  and  weighed  before  ? — I would. 

4684.  Have  you  ever  known  persons  to  outbid  you  and  make  it  up  in  weighing  ? — Well, 
I have  never  experienced  it. 

4685.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures? — I think  it 
would  be  the  most  convenient  way. 

4686.  Would  it  not  be  a better  plan  to  abolish  all  deductions,  and  regulate  your  price 
accordingly,  and  oblige  the  farmer  to  sell  by  the  sample  ? — I don’t  think  they  would  like  to 
have  the  price  cut.  I think  they  would  rather  have  a small  deduction  taken  off. 

4687.  But  suppose  I send  in  my  corn  as  clean  as  it  could  be,  and  another  sends  it  in 
slovenly,  does  not  each  lose  five  pounds  ? — If  it  be  dirty,  there  is  an  additional  cut. 

4688.  Would  it  not  be  more  simple  to  buy  according  to  quality,  and  regulate  prices 
accordingly  ? — If  there  were  a market  and  a proper  controlling  power  to  prevent  frauds,  for 
dirt  might  be  put  in  after  the  corn  had  left  the  public  market. 

4689.  But  there  should  be  a heavy  penalty  ? — In  that  case,  I think  it  would  be  a good  plan. 

4690.  Y ou  would  only  have  such  a toll  as  would  support  the  market  respectably  ? — Just  so. 
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4691.  How  much  corn  would  you  say,  at  a rough  estimate,  was  sold  here  in  the  year  ? 

Probably  about  120,000  barrels. 

4692.  A great  advantage  of  a public  market  would  be  that  you  would  get  the  proper 

statistics  of  the  country  ? — Yes.  1 

4693.  Do  you  pay  for  odd  pounds  in  weighing  sacks  of  corn  ? — No. 

4694.  Do  you  deduct  the  beamage  from  the  corn  and  the  sacks  ? — No ; it  is  after  the  tare. 

4695.  If  a sack  weighed  twenty  stone  eight  pounds,  would  you  call  it  twenty  stone  eight 
pounds? — Yes  ; we  call  it  by  the  pound. 

4696.  Then  in  weighing  sacks  you  use  a pound  weight  ? — Yes. 


NEW  ItOSS, 
8th  December,  180i2. 

432. 

Mr.  Micliael  Sutton. 


Mr.  Nicholas  Coyhlan  examined.  433, 

4697.  What  is  your  occupation  ?_I  do  business  for  Mr.  Devereux  as  a buyer  of  corn.  Mr'  Nich'  Cc 

4698.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight? — A mere  turn  of  the  beam. 

4699.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound  ?— In  weighing,  we  make  nothing  less  than  half-a- 
stone,  the  sellers  can  take  out  any  thing  over. 

4700.  You  allow  them  to  trim  the  sacks? — Yes. 

4701.  Do  you  weigh  in  sacks  or  in  a box  ? — In  a box. 

4702.  Then  you  weigh  as  nice  as  possible,  and  deduct  five  pounds  for  wheat,  and  four 
pounds  for  barley  and  oats  ? — Yes. 

4703.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage  ? No. 

4704.  Is  that  the  usual  custom  of  the  town  and  the  system  of  weighing  generally  fol- 
lowed ?—  Well,  I believe  in  most  other  places  they  weigh  in  sacks. 

4705.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  of  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  stores  ? Very 

seldom,  indeed. 

4706.  Did  parties  ever  come  to  you  to  check  the  weight  they  had  received  at  other 
stores  ? — No ; I would  not  do  it  if  they  did. 

4707.  Would  you  prefer  buying  and  weighing  in  a public  market  ?— I would  prefer 
buying  in  a regular  market,  and  lam  quite  sure  Mr.  Devereux  would  prefer  it. 

4708.  In  the  other  stores,  where  they  weigh  with  sacks,  do  they  weigh  to  the  pound  ? — I 
always  understood  that  they  did. 


Robert  Tottenham,  esq.,  examined,  434. 

4709.  Are  you  chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners? — I am. 

__  4710.  V ould  you  think  it  more  desirable  to  remove  the  fairs  to  an  enclosed  fair-green  ? 

No.  I think,  upon  the  whole,  there  is  sufficient  accommodation  here,  and  no  public 
detriment. 

4711.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — I would  ; for  then  there  would  be 
fair  competition,  and  everybody  could  sec  what  they  were  doing. 

4712.  Would  you  abolish  all  deductions  but  the  actual  weight,  and  assimilate  the  weights 
all  over  the  country,  buying  everywhere  by  the  stone  ? — I would.  Whatever  the  system,  it 
should  be  uniform,  whether  by  the  stone  or  by  the  measure. 

4713.  As  a general  rule,  do  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  remove  the  fairs  out  of  the 

public  thoroughfares,  to  a proper  enclosed  fair-green,  and  charge  a trifle  upon  entering  ? 

Certainly  ; but  not  in  this  particular  instance.  I do  not  think  we  labour  under  any  difficulty, 
because  the  place  is  at  some  distance,  and  is  not  much  frequented. 

4714.  Would  it  not  be  very  satisfactory  to  find  out  the  statistics  of  the  countryfrom 
something  besides  guess-work,  which  you  would  be  able  to  do  in  such  a market  ? — Certainly. 

I think  the  returns  made  by  the  police  are  very  incorrect. 


Mr.  Robert  Rogers  examined.  435 

4715.  I believe  you  are  the  Town  Clerk  ? — I am.  5rr-  Robert  Rogers. 

4716.  Are  you  aware  under  what  patent  the  new  fairs  are  held? — I think  they  were 
established  by  the  people,  who  thought  them  necessary  for  their  own  purposes. 

4717.  You  never  heard  upon  what  authority  ? — I never  did. 

4718.  Do  you  remember  the  levying  of  tolls  by  the  Corporation  ? — I do. 

4719.  Was  there  a schedule  of  the  tolls  given? — There  was  a schedule  posted  at  the 
time. 

4720.  The  Corporation  leased  the  tolls  ? — They  did. 

4721.  Of  both  markets  and  fairs  ? — They  were  all  set  together. 


Samuel  Keogh  examined. 

4722.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I attend  the  potato  market. 

4723.  You  are  not  paid  by  any  one? — Never. 

4724.  And  never  account  to  any  one  ? — Never. 

4725.  Were  you  ever  sworn? — Never. 

4726.  What  do  you  charge  ? — Only  Id.  on  every  sack  which  comes  up  to  eleven  stone, 
Under  that  id.,  and  over  eleven  stone,  up  to  twenty-one  or  twenty-two  stone  I charge  1 id. 

4727.  Do  you  ever  charge  more  than  l .Srf.  ? — No  ; I never  hardly  get  1 ±d. 

4728.  People  are  not  obliged  to  go  to  you  if  they  do  not  like? — Not  at  all. 

4729.  Are  there  any  other  people  who  weigh  ? — There  are. 

4730.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight  ? — Down  weight. 

4731.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  ? — Seven  pounds. 


436. 

Samuel  Keogh. 
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4732.  Then  if  there  were  six  pounds  standing  beam  the  farmer  would  lose  it  ? — He 
would,  certainly. 

4733.  What  does  it  take  to  bring  it  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight,  with  a heavy 
draught  ? — It  would  turn  with  a pound,  or  perhaps  with  four  ounces. 

4734.  What  deduction  do  you  make  for  beamage  ?— If  the  sack  come  up  to  fourteen  stone, 
and  from  that  to  twenty-one  or  twenty-two  stone,  only  one  stone  for  bag  and  beamage. 

4735.  What,  if  it  is  over  that  ?— I very  seldom  weigh  over  that. 

4736.  Is  that  for  the  weight  of  the  bag  ? — The  weight  of  the  bag  and  the  fraud  of  the 
potatoes. 

4737.  But,  suppose  there  were  no  fraud,  would  you  deduct  it  still? — The  stone  goes  at 
any  rate. 

4738.  Are  there  any  other  deductions? — No. 

4739.  Do  you  calculate  at  fourteen  pounds  to  the  stone  ? — Yes. 

4740.  Do  you  give  a ticket? — Sometimes,  when  gentlemen’s  servants  come  in,  but 
generally  no  one  requires  it. 

4741.  How  else  do  you  mark  it? — With  chalk  upon  the  bag. 

4742.  What  is  to  prevent  it  from  being  washed  out  ? — It  may  be  washed  out. 

4743.  Do  you  keep  a book? — No. 

4744.  Then  you  cannot  tell  what  quantity  is  weighed  in  the  year? — No,  nor  in  one  week. 

4745.  You  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — Nothing  at  all. 

4746.  What  is  your  occupation  worth  ? — Indeed  it  is  not  worth  paying  a man  to  attend  it. 

4747.  Is  it  worth  £50  a-year  ? — It  is  not,  nor  £20  a-year. 

4748.  What  is  the  barrel  of  potatoes  here  ? — Twenty-one  stone. 


Patrick  M‘Gee  examined. 

4749.  What  are  you? — Collector  of  harbour  rates  for  the  Harbour  Commissioners. 

4750.  What  quantity  of  butter  do  you  think  has  been  sold  here  this  year? — I suppose 
there  are  about  sixty  to  one  hundred  firkins  sold  every  Tuesday,  market-day. 

4751.  What  is  the  charge  for  weighing  roll  butter? — For  each  roll,  up  to  fourteen 
pounds  id.,  and  beyond  fourteen  pounds  Id. 

4752.  What  for  weighing  the  firkin  butter  ? — Id.  a firkin. 

4753.  How  long  is  the  butter-market  established  ? — Only  this  year.  It  was  established 
by  common  consent  of  the  public,  because  there  was  a great  deal  of  fraud  practised  upon 
the  country  people  getting  their  butter  weighed  at  different  shops  by  the  purchasers ; and 
as  there  was  a weigh-bridge  below  it  was  thought  proper  to  establish  a little  market,  and 
give  greater  facility  and  security  to  the  people ; and  a beam  and  scales  was  consequently 
erected  alongside  of  the  weigh-bridge  for  that  purpose. 

Patrick  Molowney  examined. 

4754.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a weiglimaster. 

4755.  By  whom  are  you  appointed  ? — By  the  Town  Commissioners. 

4756.  How  are  you  paid? — A yearly  salary. 

4757-  Do  you  account  to  the  Corporation  for  your  receipts? — I do. 

4758.  Have  you  got  a weigh-bridge  and  scales  ? — I have. 

4759.  What  are  your  charges  ?— 4 d.  for  a load  of  hay,  4 d.  for  straw,  3 d.  a bale  of  goods, 
salmon  Id.,  sea-fish  2d.  a basket,  for  the  use  of  the  table  and  the  fish-house. 

' 4760.  Rent,  in  fact? — Yes. 

4761.  What  else?— Butter  Id.  a firkin,  Id.  a crock,  and  a roll  under  fourteen  pounds 
id.,  turnips  3d.  a load. 

4762.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ? — Yes. 

4763.  Is  it  printed  ?— The  ticket  for  the  weigh-bridge  is  printed,  not  the  others. 

4764.  Do  you  always  take  the  tare  of  the  cart  out  of  the  gross  weight  ? — Yes. 

4765.  What  were  the  receipts  last  year? — £27  Is.  10d. 

4766.  In  weighing  a firkin  of  butter,  do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight? — 
Down  weight — but  it  is  mostly  bought  by  hand. 

4767.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound  ?— Yes,  and  take  off  two  pounds  tret  and  the  actual 
weight  of  the  empty  firkin. 

4768.  In  weighing  hay,  what  is  the  smallest  weight  ?— Quarter  of  a hundred-weight. 

Mr.  James  Pounds  examined. 

4769.  What  are  you  ? — I am  a Town  Commissioner. 

4770.  Is  there  a large  fowl  market  here?— Yes;  on  an  average  about  £300  worth  of 
fowl  is  bought  at  every  market. 

4771.  Are  they  sold  in  the  streets? — Yes. 

4772.  Is  there  a large  egg  market  ?— Very  large.  There  are  six  women  purchase  eggs 
to  send  away,  and  they  send  great  large  hampers,  with  perhaps  seven  gross  of  eggs  in 
each  hamper,  to  England. 

4773.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  such  as  has  been  described? — I would, 
decidedly. 
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Mr.  John  Rice  examined. 

4774.  Do  you  buy  fowl  ? — I do. 

4775.  Do  you  know  what  quantity  of  fowl  are  sold  here  every  market  ? — Well.  I cannot 
say;  but  I know  that  I laid  out  £38  myself  there  the  last  day,  and  a man  from  Waterford 
imd  out  as  much.  I think  there  was  very  little  short  of  £100  last  Saturday. 

4 < < 6.  Are  fowl  sold  on  Wednesdays  ?_’ Very  little. 

4777.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  all  sold  in  a proper  enclosed  market? 
— Indeed  I think  it  would. 

4778.  It  must  be  a great  inconvenience  in  the  public  street  ?— Indeed  it  is. 

Mr.  John  M‘Gee  examined. 

\ III  S'1"*  \y0”  ?-I  buy  com  for  Messrs.  Cross  and  Company. 

4780.  Do  yon  buy  and  weigh  at  the  store  ?— Yes.  11 

III’-  beam  or  down  weight  ?— A turn  of  the  beam. 

'ragl1  *,°  P°™d  ■ res,  to  the  pound. 

thing  but™aeat  7°U  deduCt' ?-Pi™  P»"“ds  “ barrel  on  wheat.  We  do  not  buy  any 
4784.  And  the  actual  tare  of  the  empty  sack  ?— Yes. 
anfsold  EfiTwouid'”0”  °f  0 geMral  oblige  all  com  to  be  weighed 

woMfpro?u?eVpl?ET„°fgo„“  »f  weights  and  measures?-!  thin!  it 

T J lfc  n0t  best  p*an  t0  Polish  beamage  and  regulate  prices  accordingly? 
“ ™ T?eamase  would  be  vei7  properly  done  away  with.  61  o J 

a -ton'  K°  J,?U  Weigbb7  *^e.  barrel  or  the  stone  ?— By  the  barrel. 
imtn?*iu20nt  wclSIllng  by  the  stone  a better  system  ?— I think  it  would  be 

immaterial,  provided  there  were  a uniform  system. 


Wexford,  December  9,  1852. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Vicary  examined. 

Corporation3  ^°U  ^eib  tbe  Corporation  ? — Yes,  since  the  establishment  of  the  new 

4791.  When  were  they  established  ?— Under  the  new  charter  of  1846 

Hal'  Sa<i  70Uwmm  TT"8  Unt?  I?46  ?~No  ; the  ^te  officers  continued  to  act. 

hi  7hat,old  charter  was  the  Corporation  originally  established  ? — I cannot  say. 

Under ^th^cld  Sre°„f7a,“fin^  WCre  ^ m”ke‘S  “ “ t0wn  origM7  “tablished? 

Wednesdays^  ^ ™ fiX°d  ^ k°Idi,18;  the  marists  ™der  *bat  'barter  ?— Saturdays  and 

4796.  Did  it  authorize  the  levying  of  tolls? — It  did 

4797.  Were  tolls  ever  levied  by  the  Corporation ?_They  were;  but  they  were 
.ibandoned  about  twenty-five  years  ago  in  consequence  of  considerable  opposition. 

4™8.  Are  the  markets  still  held  upon  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  ?— They  are. 

to"  impc°ratT°Pr,et“rS  ^ 

4800.  Are  tolls  paid  now  at  the  markets  ?-Wone  whatever,  of  any  description,  except  so 

far  as  relates  to  the  fish-market,  which  has  been  recently  constructed  by  the  existing 
Corporation,  and  they  charge  a mere ‘nominal  rate  for  standings,  this  can  scarcely  be 
called  a toll.  J 

4801.  That  would  come  under  the  head  of  rent  ?— Exactly. 

4802.  If  people  do  not  wish  to  use  the  market  are  they  obliged  to  pay  this  charge  ?— 

Certainly  not ; it  is  a bona  fide  rent.  There  are  also  the  meat  shambles ; but  they  are 
private  property.  J 

4803.  Is  there  au  enclosed  corn  market  ?— No ; there  is  a market  where  corn  can  be 
weighed. 

4804  Where,  then  is  corn  sold?— On  the  gray  and  about  the  streets,  and  it  is 
generally  weighed  in  the  private  stores  of  the  merchants. 

4805.  Have  you  a potato  market  ? — The  corn  market  is  now  generally  appropriated  to 
potatoes  and  vegetables  of  all  lands. 

4806.  Is  it  in  the  street  ? — It  is  a portion  of  a street,  or  rather  au  enlargement  of  a 
very  narrow  street. 

4807.  Is  there  a market-placo  or  market-house  ?— There  is  a market-place  and  a small 
house,  where  the  people  come  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  weighing  potatoes. 

4808.  Have  you  a weighmaster  ?— There  is  a woman. 

4809.  Is  she  appointed  by  the  Corporation  ? — I believe  so. 


Mr.  Thomas  Lacey  examined. 

4810.  What  appointment  do  you  hold? — I am  treasurer  to  the  Corporation,  and  also 
inspector  of  weights  and  measures. 

4811.  Is  there  a potato  market  hero? — It  is  held  in  the  place  formerly  a corn  market 
but  potatoes  are  sold  along  the  line  of  quays  and  in  the  streets  also. 


NEW  BOSS, 
8th  December,  1852. 
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4812.  In  fact  there  is  no  regular  market? — No  regular  market. 

4813.  Are  the  scales  upon  the  open  quay? — They  are  in  part  of  the  market-house 
underneath ; the  upper  part  is  used  for  assembly  rooms. 

4814.  Is  corn  weighed  there? — It  could  he,  but  there  is  very  little  weighed  there  now. 

4815.  Have  you  an  enclosed  butter-market? — There  is  a house,  hut  it  is  not  sufficiently 
large  to  admit  of  people  bringing  their  goods  there  ; they  weigh  there ; there  is  merely  a 
crane  where  the  butter  is  weighed. 

4816.  Is  it  the  property  of  the  Corporation  ? — It  has  been  so  heretofore,  hut  the  present 
Corporation  does  not  take  charge  of  it. 

4817.  Is  there  an  inspector? — There  was  a Mr.  Eustace  appointed  in  the  olden  time, 
hut  it  is  Mr.  Hughes  who  has  it  at  present,  and  who  has  for  the  last  thirty  years  exercised 
the  office  of  craner. 

4818.  Who  received  the  commuted  allowance  when  Parnell’s  act  passed? — Mr. Hughes. 

4819.  Was  he  appointed  originally  by  the  Corporation? — I should  suppose  so. 

4820.  Was  it  the  Corporation  got  up  the  fish-liouse  ? — -I  think  they  were  aided  by  private 
subscription ; but  it  is  the  property  of  the  Corporation,  and  one  of  the  mayor’s  officers 
collects  the  rent. 

4821.  Is  it  compulsory  to  sell  the  fish  there? — No,  they  may  sell  it  elsewhere  if  they 
like. 

4822.  If  they  don’t  go  there  are  they  charged? — No  ; they  merely  pay  a few  pence 
a week  if  they  go  there,  and  most  of  that  goes  to  the  woman  for  washing  and  cleaning  the 
place. 

4823.  Have  you  any  other  market  ? — We  have  a butcher’s  meat-market,  hut  it  is  private 
property. 

4824.  Is  there  a fowl  market? — There  is  a place  used  as  a fowl-market,  hut  it  is  in  the 
open  street,  in  the  most  public  part  of  the  town. 

4825.  What  fairs  are  you  authorized  to  hold  by  the  patent? — Two  fairs — upon  the  Feast 
of  SS.  Peter  and  Paul,  and  the  two  days  following,  and  upon  the  Feast  of  All  Saints,  and 
the  two  days  following. 

4826.  What  is  the  entire  number  of  fairs  in  the  year? — 17th  of  March,  1st  of  May, 
Whit-Monday,  29th  of  June,  24th  of  August,  29th  of  September,  1st  of  November,  and 
8th  of  December. 

4827.  Does  that  include  the  two  old  fairs  ? — Yes. 

4828.  Under  what  authority  ay  ere  the  new  fairs  held? — I cannot  say;  but  I heard  some 
old  people  speaking  of  some  fairs  called  Paddy  Dempsey’s  Fairs.  I suppose  because  some 
person  of  the  name  made  use  of  some  influence  to  establish  them. 

4829.  Where  are  these  fairs  held? — One  is  held  at  a place  called  Faythe,  and  another  on 
the  Windmill  Hill,  and  the  others  generally  through  the  town.  John-street  is  the  principal 
place  where  cattle  are  exposed  for  sale. 

4830.  In  fact  there  is  no  enclosed  fair-green  ? — None  at  all. 

4831.  Is  not  that  most  inconvenient? — Indeed  it  may  be  called  so. 

4832.  Are  there  any  tolls  collected  ? — None. 

4833.  Did  the  Corporation  ever  obtain  any  other  patent  that  you  are  aware  of  for  these 
new  fairs  ? — I never  heard  of  any,  nor  have  I seen  any  record  of  the  kind. 

4834.  They  receive  no  emolument  whatever  then,  except  a small  charge  for  the  fish- 
market  ? — No  ; within  the  last  two  years  the  woman  who  keeps  the  place  where  the 
potatoes  are  weighed  consented  to  pay  a rent  to  the  Corporation  of  £5  a year,  for  which 
she  appropriates  the  fees  to  herself. 

Mr.  William  Gaffney  examined. 

4835.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Wexford. 

4836.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a merchant.  .... 

4837.  Do  you  buy  corn  largely  in  the  market  ? — I do,  all  kinds  of  grain — wheat,  oats, 

barley,  and  beans.  _ , ...... 

4838.  Is  it  about  the  streets  you  buy  the  corn  ? — On  the  quay  and  about  the  streets. 

4839.  Is  corn  sold  every  day?— Every  day. 

4840.  Do  you  employ  factors  or  middlemen  to  buy  for  you. — I buy  myseii  in  one 
market,  but  in  the  other  market  I employ  persons  to  buy  for  me. 

4841.  But  they  are  your  own  servants  ? — They  are. 

4842.  Are  there  any  sky-farmers  as  in  other  places  ? — There  are  a few — very  few. 

4843.  How  are  they  paid ?— Generally  Id.  a barrel. 

4844.  By  whom  is  it  paid  ? — By  the  merchant. 

4845.  I suppose  he  charges  the  farmer  with  it  ? — No,  I do  not  think  he  does ; it  comes 
out  of  the  profit,  and  I suppose  the  farmer  pays  it  in  the  end. 

4846.  Do  you  weigh  the  corn  at  your  own  stores  ? — I do. 

4847  Do  you  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage  ?— Not  for  weighing,  but  the  farmers 
are  charged  for  the  porters  whom  they  employ  themselves.  They  pay  them  generally  2d- 
or  \d.  per  barrel.  , ,,  „ . ..  „ 

4848.  But  if  the  farmer  chooses  to  do  the  work  himself,  would  you  then  charge  him  ?— 

No,  certainly  not.  „ „ . 

4849.  What  have  they  to  do— hoist  the  grain?— No,  carry  it  on  their  shoulders— there 
are  no  hoisting  machines  here — and  assist  in  weighing  it. 

4850.  These  men  go  out  on  speculation  ?— Yes,  they  meet  the  farmers  coming  into 
market,  and  the  farmers  make  their  own  bargain  with  them. 
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4851.  In  weighing  the  corn  do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight? — We  just 
give  a turn  of  the  beam. 

4852.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  ? — Seven  pounds. 

4853.  Suppose  there  were  six  pounds  standing  beam,  would  it  be  thrown  out  ?— It  might, 
but  we  are  not  generally  so  particular.  The  farmer  may  take  back  what  is  over  if  he  chooses. 

4854.  Then  you  weigh  in  a box? — We  do. 

4855.  You  do  not  pay  for  odd  pounds  ? — No. 

4856.  What  deductions  do  you  make  in  the  shape  of  beamage  ? — Five  pounds  on  wheat, 
peas,  and  beans ; four  pounds  on  barley  and  oats. 

4857-  Of  course  you  do  not  require  to  tare  the  sack  ? — No. 

4858.  In  weighing  wheat  you  weigh  twenty  stone  five  pounds? — Yes,  200  pounds  of 
oats  and  228  pounds  of  barley. 

4859.  Are  there  any  other  deductions  ? — None. 

4860.  Do  you  always  weigh  in  a box  ? — We  do,  unless  for  people  who  are  not  generally 
in  the  trade  and  buy  by  the  barrel,  and  are  dependent  upon  private  accommodation  for 
weighing  it. 

4861.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  made  by  the  farmers  of  the  system  of  weighing 
in  private  ? — Yes,  I did  ; at  one  time  they  complained  very  much  about  exacting  the  four 
pounds  beamage. 

4862.  But  have  you  ever  heard  complaints  of  frauds  practised  in  weighing? — No,  I never 
did. 

4863.  Would  you  not  prefer  a general  market,  under  the  superintendence  of  a sworn 
weighmaster,  where  all  agricultural  produce  would  be  weighed  and  sold  ? — Well,  I would 
have  no  objection  to  it,  but  there  might  be  great  inconvenience  in  it,  we  have  so  little 
accommodation  here,  if  all  the  sellers  were  coming  up  to  the  same  place  at  once. 

4864.  If  there  were  plenty  of  accommodation? — Well,  if  there  were  plenty  of  accommo- 
dation provided  I would  have  no  objection  to  it,  but  I would  like  to  have  some  person 
intermediate  between  the  buyer  and  seller. 

4865.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  through 
the  country,  and  sell  everywhere  by  the  stone  or  the  barrel,  or  some  uniform  system  of 
dealing  ? — I would  be  very  much  in  favour  of  a uniform  system  of  dealing  everywhere. 

4866.  Would  it  not  be  the  fairest  system  in  such  a market  to  weigh  the  corn  standing 
beam — weigh  to  the  pound,  and  abolish  all  deductions,  except  the  actual  tare  of  the 
empty  sack,  and  let  the  merchant  regulate  his  price  accordingly  ? — I think  it  would ; I 
quite  agree  with  you. 

4867.  You  said  you  would  have  a person  to  decide  disputes  between  the  buyer  and  the 
seller  ? — Decidedly  ; that  very  thing  would  be  an  enormous  advantage. 

4868.  You  would  not  have  any  toll  more  than  -would  be  just  sufficient  to  support  such  a 
market  respectably  ? — I think  that  would  be  quite  sufficient. 

4869.  Would  it  not  be  a great  advantage  of  such  a system  that  you  could  have  proper 
statistical  returns  of  the  quantity  sold,  and  the  average  price  ? — That  is  a very  valuable 
suggestion  -,  I would  also  suggest  that  there  should  be  a public  market  for  all  other  com- 
modities as  well  as  corn. 

4870.  Certainly,  a general  market  which  might  be  applied  to  all  purposes.  If  possible, 
would  it  not  also  be  desirable  to  have  all  sold  in  the  same  place  ? — It  would  ; I would  also 
remark  that  the  principal  sellers  of  all  commodities  here  are  females,  for  whom  there  is  no 
protection  whatever. 

4871.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a public  butter-market  also,  with  a sworn  inspector  ? — 
Most  certainly. 

4872.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a good  plan  to  adopt  the  system  they  are  going  to  carry 
out  in  Limerick,  under  their  new  Bill,  to  have  all  butter  inspected  and  weighed  before  sale  ? 
— Just  so  ; I would  be  quite  in  favour  of  it,  provided  market  accommodation  be  obtained. 
At  present  our  market  accommodation  for  meat  and  butter  is  in  private  hands,  and  might 
be  closed  whenever  the  individual  chooses. 

4873.  In  fact  you  have  no  market  accommodation  whatever  ? — No,  indeed. 

4874.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  market  begin  and  close  at  a certain  hour  ? — 

I would ; it  would  be  decidedly  better  for  the  merchant  to  have  stated  hours.  At  present 
one  does  not  know  whether  it  will  be  early  or  late,  and  may  be  called  away  from  his 
business  at  any  hour. 


Mr.  Charles  Reeves  examined. 

4875.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Wexford. 

4876.  Do  you  buy  corn  and  butter  ? — Yes. 

4877.  Do  you  approve  of  the  suggestions  we  have  got  from  the  last  witness  with  regard 
to  the  corn  trade  ? — Decidedly. 

4878.  Is  butter  sold  in  the  public  streets  here  ? — The  chief  part  of  my  butter  trade  is 
done  out  of  the  town ; and  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  if  there  were  a well-con- 
stituted market,  four-fifths  of  what  I buy  would  be  bought  in  Wexford.  There  is  not 
sufficient  accommodation  here  for  a large  butter  trade. 

4879.  Do  you  buy  at  your  own  stores? — The  chief  part  at  my  own  stores. 

4880.  You  weigh  and  inspect  there  ? — Yes. 

4881.  Do  you  make  any  charge  ? — No  charge  for  weighing,  but  we  charge  for  cooperage. 

4882.  Do  you  make  the  same  charge  when  it  is  weighed  at  the  butter-market? — We  do  ; 
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445. 

Mr.  Charles  Reeves. 


WEXFORD,  id.  a firkin.  It  is  6d.  a firkin  at  Bally  can  ew,  out  of  the  town,  and  two  pounds  beamage 
9th  December,  185a.  when1  it  weighs  three,  and  3d.  when  it  goes  over  that. 

4883.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  ? — Just  a turn  of  the  beam. 

4884.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound  ? — Of  course. 

4885.  Is  there  an  actual  tare  of  the  firkin  ?— Yes,  there  is  generally  an  average  taken, 
and  fifteen  pounds  deducted. 

4886.  If  the  firkin  tared  thirteen,  you  would  still  deduct  fifteen  pounds?— Yes,  hut 
unfortunately  we  very  seldom  get  any  of  that  kind. 

4887.  When  it  is  over  that  the  farmers  have  to  allow  it  ? — They  have,  provided  we  find 

it  out.  _ • 

4388.  For  what  do  you  charge  Ad.  cooperage? — We  have  to  pay  the  cooper  id.  lor 
trimming  every  firkin  ; they  have  to  be  stripped  and  the  proper  tare  put  on  when  going 
out,  and  we  consider  the  countrymen  have  a right  to  pay  us. 

4889.  Do  you  ship  on  your  own  qualification  ? — Yes,  always. 

4890.  How  do  you  brand  your  butter?— I brand  the  first,  “Reeves’s  fine  Mackamers,” 
and  the  seconds,  “fine  dairies.”  I have  established  a brand  for  myself. 

4891.  When  you  ship  butter  bought  at  the  public  market,  is  it,  also,  upon  your  own 
qualification  ? — It  is. 

4892.  Are  there  many  frauds  practised  in  the  tare  of  firkins  ? — Indeed  we  find  them 
sharp  enough ; but  there  is  not  a great  deal  of  fraud. 

4893.  Do  you  ever  buy  by  the  lump? — Yes;  we  frequently  buy  by  the  hand. 

4894.  Do  you  consider  that  a bad  system  ? — I do  not  like  the  system ; but  others  adopt 
it,  and,  of  course,  I must  do  it  as  well  as  the  rest.  In  buying  it  by  hand,  we  generally  agree 
that  it  shall  be  up  to  a certain  weight. 

4895.  Do  you  think  that  system  calculated  to  deteriorate  the  quality  of  the  butter  ? — 
Yes ; but  then  we  only  deal  with  every  man  as  we  find  him. 

4896.  But  would  no't  the  fairest  system  be  to  have  all  the  butter  weighed  and  inspected 
before  sale,  under  proper  superintendence,  and  let  the  whole  transaction  close  there  ? — 
Decidedly  it  would. 

4897.  For  butter,  corn,  and  all  other  agricultural  commodities,  you  think  the  public 
scales  would  be  the  best  test  ? — Decidedly  the  fairest  for  all  parties. 

4898.  Does  your  butter  rank  high  at  the  other  side? — If  it  were  shipped  as  Wexford 
butter  it  would  not  rank  high;  but  a good  deal  is  shipped  as  Carlow,  or  Wexford 
Carlow. 

4899.  What  quantity  of  butter  is  sold  here  in  the  year  ? — I should  say  something  short 
of  10,000  firkins.  If  we  had  a good  market,  there  would  be  a great  deal  more ; for  the 
out-markets  would  probably  be  brought  in  here. 

4900.  Would  you  have  some  arrangement  by  ■which  the  firkins  would  be  fared  and 
branded  in  the  public  market  when  they  leave  the  cooper’s  hands  ? — It  would  be  a great 
matter,  and  very  necessary ; and  it  would  also  be  a great  advantage  to  have  some  surveil- 
lance to  see  that  the  butter  was  tightly  and  properly  packed. 

Thomas  Murphy  examined. 

4901.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a cooper,  and  inspector  of  butter,  and  deputy- 
weighmaster. 

4902.  Are  you  appointed  by  Mr.  Hughes  ? — Yes. 

4903.  What  staff  has  he  got  ?— One  cooper  and  myself. 

4904.  What  are  your  charges  for  inspecting  and  weighing  ? — Four  pence  a firkm. 

4905.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ?— 1 do.  . 

4906.  Do  you  charge  id.  whether  you  inspect  it  or  not? — Yes ; when  1 give  a ticket. 
4907*.  Do  you  account  to  Mr.  Hughes  for  the  receipts  ? — I do. 

4908*  And  you  are  paid  a salary?— No ; there  is  a division  of  the  id. 

4909.  How  much  butter  is  sold  and  weighed  at  your  market  for  a year  ?— I have  been 

there  only  since  last  June,  and,  since  then,  there  has  been  a considerable  improvement ; I 
should  say  about  120  firkins  a week,  on  an  average,  are  sold.  . 

4910.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  ? — I give  fair  weight,  just  a fair  cast  of  the 
beam. 

4911.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound  ? — 1 do. 

4912.  And  deduct  the  tare  ? — I mark  down  the  tare. 

4913.  Do  you  ever  test  the  tare? — The  cooper  does  that  in  the  market. 

4914.  And  then  deduct  the  extra  tare  ? — Yes. 

4915.  Does  the  merchant,  when  it  goes  back,  take  off  super  tare  ? — He  does. 

4916.  Do  you  deduct  beamage  ?— No ; that  is  done  by  the  merchant. 

4917.  Do  you  make  up  the  price  ? — No.  ... 

4918.  Have  you  only  one  scale? — Only  one;  and  I am  sorry  to  say  it  is  quite  enough 

for  all  the  business  doing.  . . x . . ..  . . . „ T t a t 

4919.  Do  you  think  buying  by  hand  has  tended  to  deteriorate  the  butter.'' — Indeed  1 

am  sure  it  has.  . 

4920-  Do  you  think  it  promotes  fraud  ? — I am  sure  it  does. 

4921.  Is  the  market  the  property  of  the  Corporation  ?— It  is  the  property  of  Mr 

H 4922.  Was  not  he  appointed  by  the  Corporation  ?— He  was ; but  it  was  he  who  built  the 
market. 


446. 

Thomas  Murphy. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE.  259 

John  Whitmore  examined. 

4923.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a weighmasfcer  of  potatoes,  with  a beam  and 
scales  on  the  quay. 

4924.  Have  you  the  sanction  of  the  Corporation? — They  never  prevented  me. 

4925.  What  do  you  charge  for  weighing ?— One  penny  for  a sack;  and  \d.  for  a small 
draught,  of  seven  or  eight  stone. 

492G.  How  do  you  weigh  ? — Just  a turn  of  the  beam. 

4927-  What  is  your  smallest  weight  ? — Four  pounds. 

4928.  What  deductions  do  you  make  ? — I make  no  deductions. 

4929.  How  much  is  a stone  of  potatoes? — Fourteen  pounds. 

4930.  What  do  you  deduct  for  the  weight  of  the  sack  ? — Sometimes  four  or  five  pounds, 
sometimes  seven — never  more. 

4931.  Do  you  account  to  any  one  for  what  you  receive  ? — No. 

4932.  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — No. 

4933.  Or  give  a ticket? — I just  mark  it  on  the  sacks  with  chalk. 

4934.  Do  you  weigh  much  in  the  course  of  the  year  ?— No,  indeed  ; I suppose  not  fifty 
sacks  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

4935.  Do  you  weigh  corn  ?— A little,  in  the  time  of  seed ; very  little. 

Nathaniel  Hughes  examined. 

4936.  Do  you  live  in  this  town  ? — I do. 

4937.  What  are  you? — A collector  under  the  Pipe-water  Commissioners. 

4938.  Are  the  fairs  in  the  streets  an  inconvenience  to  the  public,  in  blocking  up  the 
thoroughfares  ? — No  doubt  of  it.  I believe  several  houses  are  unoccupied  in  consequence 
of  it. 

4939.  Is  there  any  shelter  from  the  weather  there  ? — Not  the  least. 

4940.  When  the  Corporation  levied  tolls,  did  they  give  any  more  accommodation? — 
Nothing  more  than  now. 

494 1 . Do  you  think  a proper  enclosed  fair-green  would  be  more  convenient  ? — Indeed 
Ido. 

4942.  Are  there  a great  many  fowl  sold  here  ? — Yes,  a great  deal. 

4943.  Is  the  fowl  market  as  large  as  at  New  Ross? — I should  say  a great  deal  larger^ 
I should  think  the  sale  is  up  to  £100  here,  each  market. 

4944.  They  told  us  in  New  Ross  it  was  sometimes  up  to  £300 ; does  it  ever  reach  that 
here  ? — Oh,  no ; nothing  like  it. 

Mr.  Thomas  Lacey  re-examined. 

4945.  You  are  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  ? — I am. 

4946.  How  often  do  you  examine? — Generally  once  a year ; some  oftener.  The  con- 
stabulary commenced  exercising  the  power  under  the  recent  Act,  and  they  seized  several 
weights ; aud  the  magistrates,  in  adjudicating  the  case,  had  the  satisfaction  of  being  able 
to  state,  that  there  were  none  whatever  that  could  be  called  fraudulent — merely  a trifling 
decrease  by  wear  and  tare. 

4947.  Are  you  aware  what  is  the  charge  for  fish  ? — I think  something  like  1 d.  or  2d.  a week. 

John  Harvey,  esq.,  examined. 

4948.  Do  you  reside  in  this  town  ? — No,  I live  in  the  country. 

4949.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  treasurer  to  the  county. 

4950.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a general  market,  uuder  proper  superintendence  ? — Most 
decidedly.  I think  the  present  system  inconvenient  to  every  one,  buyer  as  well  as  seller. 

4951.  You  think  the  system  of  holding  markets  in  the  public  streets  very  objection- 
able ? — I think  it  very  inconvenient  and  objectionable. 

4952.  You  would  be  in  favour  of  only  a sufficient  toll  to  support  a general  market 
respectably? — Decidedly.  I think  revenues  ought  to  be  kept  down. 

4953.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  holding  fairs  in  an  enclosed  fair-green,  and  charging  a 

very  small  toll  on  entering  for  a goods’  standing  ? — I happen  to  be  a farmer  myself,  and, 
I think,  the  greatest  convenience  of  a fair-green  would  be  that  people  could  see,  at  one 
glance,  what  they  wanted  there ; while,  in  some  places,  part  of  the  fair  is  a mile  off  from  the 
other.  . 

4954.  You  would  not,  as  a farmer,  object  to  pay  a small  toll  for  a good  standing  ?— 
Certainly  not. 

4955.  Would  you  have  the  toll  charged  upon  entering? — I think  it  would  be  the  fairest 
plan,  and  a very  small  toll  would  keep  it  up.  It  would  prevent  a great  system  of  perjury 
which  arose  in  consequence  of  the  way  the  tolls  were  collected.  It  would  also  prevent 
great  cruelty  to  animals.  I had  a man  fined  £l,  myself,  for  striking  a beast  of  mine  at 
Bray.  I refused  to  pay  toll,  and  I told  him  not  to  strike  the  beast ; he  struck  it  on  the 
eye,  and  I summoned  him,  and  he  was  fined  £1.  I think  tolls  were  never  collected  there 
since. 

Johanna  Whitty  examined. 

4956.  Are  you  the  weighmistress  of  the  potato-market  ? — Yes. 

4957.  By  whom  were  you  appointed? — By  Mr.  Hughes,  the  Mayor,  and  by  the  Cor- 
poration. 

4958.  Were  you  ever  sworn  ? — I never  was  in  all  my  life. 

2 L 2 
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Johanna  Wliitty. 


4959.  Do  you  pay  rent  to  the  Corporation  ? — I pay  £5  a year. 

4960.  Do  the  scales  belong  to  yourself? — No,  to  the  Corporation. 

4961.  Are  they  in  a house  ?— They  are. 

4962.  Do  you  make  any  charge  unless  you  weigh  ?— Not  at  all. 

4963.  What  is  your  charge  ? — One  penny  for  eight  stone,  if  I get  it ; but  very  often  I 
do  not  get  it. 

4964.  And  what  do  you  charge  if  you  don’t  get  it  ? — Nothing  at  all ; they  go  away 

abusing  me.  ... 

4965.  Do  you  ever  get  more  than  Id.?— Never;  and  I weighed  thirty-six  stone  last 
week,  and  I got  no  more,  and  I asked  no  more. 

4966.  Do  you  weigh  corn  also  ? — Sometimes. 

4967.  Have  you  any  person  but  yourself  ?— There  is,  my  daughter  and  a boy. 

4968.  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — No. 

4969.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ?— No ; I mark  it  on  the  bag,  or  on  a board,  and  make  it  up 
for  them. 

4970.  You  do  not  write  it  on  paper? — If  it  was  required  I would. 

4971.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  ? — I turn  the  beam. 

4972.  What  is  your  smallest  weight? — Seven  pounds. 

4973.  Then  they  may  lose  half  a stone  ? — They  may. 

4974.  What  deduction  do  you  make? — Nothing  but  half  a stone  for  the  empty  sack. 

4975.  If  there  were  odd  pounds,  might  they  lose  them  ? — They  might  take  them  out  if 
they  liked. 

4976.  What  do  you  charge  for  corn  ?— One  penny  a barrel. 

4977-  Do  you  weigh  with  a cast  of  the  beam? — Just  even,  with  four  pounds  hung  on 
for  beamage. 

4978.  Do  not  you  weigh  any  sacks? — Yes;  and  the  sacks  are  weighed  after,  and  the 
weight  deducted. 

4979-  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound  ? — Yes. 

4980.  With  one-pound  weights  ? — Yes,  and  half-pound  weights. 

4981.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ? — Yes,  if  necessary. 

49S2.  And  if  not  necessary  ? — I mark  the  weight  on  the  bag  or  the  board. 

4983.  Do  you  weigh  turnips  and  mangolds  ? — I do.  I get  2d.  for  a cart  of  turnips,  and 
sometimes  3d.  for  a big  cart  of  mangolds. 
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Enniscorthy,  December  10,  1852. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wilkinson  examined. 

4984.  What  is  your  occupation? — Clerk  to  the  Town  Commissioners. 

4985.  Are  you  aware  under  what  patent  or  authority  the  markets  and  fairs  in  this  town 
are  established  ? — I am  not ; I never  saw  the  patent,  but  I believe  such  a thing  is  in  exist- 
ence. 

4986.  Who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  markets  ? — The  Earl  of  Portsmouth. 

4987.  What  are  the  market  days  ? — The  principal  market  day  is  Thursday,  the  coni 
market  on  Tuesday,  and  a general  market  on  Saturday,  but  corn  is  sold  every  day. 

4988.  You  do  not  know  if  these  are  the  days  authorized  in  the  patent? — I think  Thurs- 
day is,  at  least  it  is  so  by  usage. 

4989.  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  the  year? — Thirteen,  one  in  every  month,  and  two  in 
August. 

4990.  Are  tolls  paid  at  the  market? — No  ; not  of  any  kind. 

4991.  Were  there  ever? — There  were  customs  collected  by  the  nominees  of  Lord 
Portsmouth,  but  they  have  not  been  collected  for  about  thirty  years. 

4992.  Have  the  Town  Commissioners  any  control  over  the  markets  ? — I never  heard 
that  they  exercised  or  claimed  any. 

4993.  Is  there  a public  corn-market  ? — No  ; corn  is  sold  in  the  streets  and  weighed  in 
the  private  stores. 

4994.  Are  potatoes  and  butter  sold  in  the  streets,  and  wool? — They  are. 

4995.  In  fact  you  have  no  public  market  ? — No ; everything  is  sold  in  the  streets  except 
what  is  sold  at  the  meat-market. 

4996.  Have  you  public  beams  and  scales  ? — One  pair  of  scales  in  the  under  story  of  the 
market-house. 

4997.  Is  there  a weighmaster  appointed  by  Lord  Portsmouth  or  his  agents? — There  is. 

4998.  Who  receives  the  fees  ? — The  weighmaster. 

4999.  Where  are  the  fairs  held  ? — In  the  streets ; there  is  a fair-green,  appointed  lately, 
but  it  is  principally  for  horses ; cows  and  pigs  are  all  sold  in  the  public  streets. 


Mr.  Thomas  Pounder  examined. 
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5U00.  Are  you  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners? — I am. 

5001.  Do  you  buy  corn  in  the  town? — I buy  all  sorts  of  grain. 

5002.  Do  you  buy  in  the  public  streets  and  weigh  at  your  own  stores  ? — I do. 

5003.  Do  you  make  any  charge  to  the  farmer  for  weighing  or  porterage  ? — No,  I do 
not  charge  for  weighing ; I have  no  teakle  for  oats,  and  they  are  obliged  to  pay  1 d.  a sack 
for  carrying  it  up. 
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5004.  But  if  they  carry  it  up  themselves  would  you  charge? — Then  I would  charge 
nothing,  of  course. 

5005.  Would  they  receive  any  opposition  if  they  carried  it  up  themselves  ? — Not  the 
least. 

5006.  "What  is  done  at  the  other  stores? — Well,  I think  at  the  other  stores  they  have 
hoisting  machines. 

5007.  Do  you  weigh  in  sacks  or  in  a box? — In  a box. 

5008.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  ? — Half  a stone ; any  thing  over  that  they 
may  take  away  if  they  like,  but  it  is  only  the  odd  pounds  at  the  end  of  the  last  barrel. 

5009.  What  beamage  do  you  deduct  ? — Five  pounds  on  wheat,  four  pounds  on  oats  or 
barley. 

5010.  Then  you  weigh  as  nice  as  possible  ? — Yes;  just  a turn  of  the  beam. 

5011.  Is  it  the  general  custom  of  the  trade  not  to  pay  for  odd  pounds  and  to  allow  the 
farmer  to  take  them  away  ? — It  is ; and  the  farmers  do,  in  some  instances,  take  them  away, 
but  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  they  leave  them. 

5012.  Is  it  the  usual  custom  here  to  weigh  in  a box? — I think  so.  I do  not  know  any 
store  where  they  do  not  weigh  in  that  manner. 

5013.  Is  there  much  corn  weighed  in  the  public  scales? — Very  little,  except  at  seed 
time,  and  when  any  dispute  may  arise  about  the  weights  at  the  store  not  being  right. 

5014.  Do  you  approve  of  the  system  of  weighing  and  doing  business  in  private  ? — I do 
not  think  we  could  get  on  without  it,  the  people  are  so  wedded  to  it  here. 

5015.  Is  there  any  protection  to  the  farmer  if  "the  merchant  chooses  to  weigh  dishonestly? 
— Well,  indeed,  there  is  very  little  check,  except  that  the  farmers  are  by  when  it  is  weighing. 

5016.  But  does  not  the  system  offer  great  facilities  for  practising  fraud,  if  the  merchant 
chooses  to  be  dishonest  ? — Of  course  it  does ; there  can  be  no  doubt  of  that. 

5017.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  of  fraud  ? — I have  heard  reports  about  the  town 
that  farmers  did  complain  of  certain  establishments,  but  they  never  came  to  my  own  know- 
ledge. 

5018.  Do  you  think  there  was  any  ground  for  these  complaints? — I could  not  say. 

5019.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  proper  accommodation,  a suffi- 
cient number  of  beams  and  scales,  under  the  superintendence  of  a sworn  weighmaster,  and 
oblige  all  agricultural  produce  to  be  sold  there  ? — I would,  and  have  beamage  done  away 
with. 

5020.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  assimilating  weights  and  measures? — 1 would. 

5021.  Would  you  weigh  to  the  pound  and  abolish  all  deductions? — I would,  most 
decidedly. 

5022.  And  as  a merchant  you  would  not  object  to  buy  in  such  a market  ? — Certainly  not. 

5023.  Would  it  not  be  a good  plan  to  weigh  everywhere  by  the  stone  of  fourteen  pounds 
weight  ? — I think  it  would  simplify  matters. 

5024.  Do  you  buy  by  the  barrel  or  the  stone  here  ? — By  the  barrel ; twenty  stone  of 
wheat,  fourteen  of  oats,  and  sixteen  of  barley. 

5025.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  head  of  the  market  authorized  to  settle  dis- 
putes between  the  buyer  and  seller,  and  to  prosecute  in  any  case  of  fraud  ? — I would, 
decidedly.  The  farmers  very  often  give  different  qualities  in  the  one  sack,  and  when  it  is 
weighed  in  the  public  crane  it  is  weighed  by  the  sack,  and  cannot  be  tested  until  it  comes 
to  the  stores. 

5026.  I find  by  the  Appendix  to  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  that,  by  a patent  dated 
the  8th  of  June,  9th  James  I.,  a market  is  authorized  to  be  held  here  every  Thursday, 
with  tolls  and  customs,  and  two  fairs — upon  the  1 5th  of  August  and  8th  of  September — 
granted  to  the  family  of  Lord  Portsmouth  ? — Yes,  and  now  we  have  three  market-days 
from  custom. 

5027.  Are  the  additional  fairs  under  any  patent  or  authority? — No  ; they  were  merely 
held  for  public  convenience.  There  are  three  of  the  fairs  got  up  by  a butcher  of  Ennis- 
corthy,  who  sent  them  up  to  the  almanac  and  got  them  inserted. 

5028.  Do  you  not  think  one  very  desirable  object  of  a general  market  would  be  that  you 
could  get  proper  statistics  ? — Of  course  that  would  be  a great  benefit. 

5029.  There  is  no  possibility  now  of  obtaining  them  ? — No,  except  such  as  could  be  got 
from  going  round  to  all  the  different  merchants. 

5030.  Would  you  have  the  toll  any  thing  more  than  would  be  sufficient  to  support  such 
a market  respectably  ?. — Certainly  nothing  more. 

5031.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  would  object  to  pay  for  a proper  market  ? — I think  they 
would.  I will  give  my  reasons : I have  known  persons,  who  purchased  at  the  market,  come 
down  and  request  me  to  allow  them  to  weigh  at  my  place  to  save  cranage. 

5032.  But  you  were  in  the  position  of  a public  weighmaster  then,  for  you  were  not  buy- 
ing ? — It  would  be  all  the  same  ; they  did  it  to  save  the  fees. 

5033.  But  do  you  not  think  the  public  market  would  be  the  best  test  ? — Of  course, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  public  market  is  the  best,  and  I would  wish  to  see  it 
established. 

Mr.  Edward  Lett  examined. 

5034.  Do  you  live  in  Enniscorthy  ? — I do. 

5035.  Are  you  in  the  corn  trade? — I am. 

5036.  Do  you  buy  all  kinds  of  grain  ? — I do,  frequently. 

5037.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Pounder? — I do  not,  in  some  of  them  ; for. 
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I think  it  would  be  quite  an  impossibility  to  weigh  corn  in  a public  market,  from  the  largo 
quantity  coming  in.  _ „ , . , 

5038.  What  is  the  quantity  ?— Sometimes  we  get  500  or  COO  barrels  of  oats  in  a day. 

5039.  Is  this  as  large  a market  as  Cork? — Of  course  not.  . . 

5040.  They  find  it  very  easy  to  weigh  all  the  Corn  which  comes  m there  in  a lew  hours, 
and  there  are  as  many  as  4,000  or  5,000  barrels  in  the  day.— But  how  do  they  get  it  to  the 


stores  afterwards  ? . „ 

5041.  By  the  farmers.— May  not  corn  be  taken  oiit  of  the  sacks  on  the  way 

5042.  Any  frauds  of  the  kind  can  of  course  be  punished ; there  would  be  a person  at  the 
head  of  every  public  market  to  decide  disputes,  and  if  frauds  were  found,  to  prosecute  the 
farmer ;— would  not  that  he  the  best  plan  ?— I think  the  disputes  would  bo  endless. 

5043.  What  security  has  the  farmer  now  that  the  merchant  will  treat  him  fau-ly  -■’—lie 

watches  the  weighing,  and  sees  that  there- are  proper  scales.  _ 

5044.  But  the  scales  may  look  very  well,  and  one  beam  be  larger  than  the  other  < ihen 

he  can  weigh  it  at  home  himself.  . ' 

5045.  Suppose  that  he  has  not  the  scales  ? — Let  him  take  it  to  the  public  crane,  and 

first  satisfy  himself.  . „ ruin' 

5046.  Is  not  that  what  we  are  suggesting  should  be  done  in  every  case  . — 1 think  the 

business  would  never  he  got  through  if  it  were  all  weighed  in  the  market.  _ 

5047.  In  fact,  you  disapprove  of  a public  market,  and  prefer  remaining  as  you  are  . L 
do,  certainly,  because  I think  the  thing  would  be  utterly  impossible. 

5048.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  beamage? — 1 think  so. 

5049.  And  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures? — I would;  I think  it  would  all 
come  the  same  to  the  merchant  whether  there  was  beamage  or  not,  if  the  markets  were 


assiinuaieu. 

5050.  Do  you  think  it  would  come  the  same  to  the  farmer  ?— To  be  sure,  the  very  same ; 
because  the  merchant  calculates  the  expenses,  and  takes  oft  the  beamage  accordingly. 

5051.  Does  it  not  keep  up  a fictitious  price  ? — It  is  just  the  same.  - 

5052.  When  all  valuations  are  founded  on  corn,  does  it  it  not  make  a great  difference  . 

— I do  not  see  how  it  does ; I think  it  is  all  the  same.  . . ... 

5053.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  of  frauds  practised  by  weighing  in  private  .< 

—I  do  not  recollect  hearing  of  any,  in  my  time  ; any  thing  of  the  kind  would  soon  be  de- 
tected by  the  farmer;  and  the  moment  it  was  detected,  it  would  go  through  the  country 
like  wildfire.  . . ... 

5054.  Did  you  ever  know  an  instance  of  one  merchant  being  able  to  give  a higher  price 

than  others  by  weighing  at  home  ? — Not  here.  , „ T . 

5055.  Is  the  system  of  weighing  here  generally  such  as  Mr.  Pounder  described  •'—It  is. 

5056.  Do  you  think  bringing  the  buyer  and  seller  together  in  the  market,  would  be  an 
improvement  ? — Well,  I think  it  would  be  a great  improvement. 

5057.  But  you  don’t  approve  of  weighing  and  buying  in  a general  market  ?— I do  not, 
for  I think  it  would  be  impossible. 

5058.  Have  you  ever  been  in  a public  corn  market  ? — Never. 


Mr.  John  Cullen,  examined. 

5059.  Are  you  in  the  corn  trade  ?— Yes,  and  the  butter  trade.  You  seem  to  think  that 
the  farmers  are  not  equal  in  intelligence  to  the  buyers.  The  farmer  will  take  care  to  know 
what  weight  his  sacks  are  to  turn  out,  and  I think  he  is  in  just  as  good  a position  as  the 
merchant,  unless  the  merchant  is  a downright  rogue.  When  the  farmer  goes  to  tho  store 
he  balances  the  scales  himself,  and  he  sees  that  they  are  balanced  properly.  Whoever  is  first 
in  generally  goes  and  looks  to  the  scales  ; I have  often  seen  them  do  it  myself.  I here  is 
another  point, I wish  to  remark  on.  Mr.  Pounder  said  that  half  a stone  is  the  least  paid  for ; 
now  I pay  for  a quarter  stone,  and  if  the  farmer  wishes  to  take  the  two  pounds  away,  he 
may  do  so.  Then  with  regard  to  porters,  the  farmers  can  act  as  they  please  ; in  point  of 
fact,  the  traders  consider  the  porters  a great  annoyance,  and  it  is  the  small  farmers  who 
encourage  them,  for  they  think  they  can  give  them  news  about  the  prices  of  corn.  W ith 
regard  to  a public  market,  I can  see  no  objection  to  it ; but  I know  at  the  same  time  if  the 
corn  was  being  weighed  there,  I would  have  my  scales  going  on  as  at  present.  I also  wish 
to  remark,  that  suppose  the  farmer  was  inclined  for  fraud,  he  might  come  down  with  twenty 
barrels  weight,  and  take  out  twenty-one  stone,  and  then  say  to  me,  “ Oh ! my  weight  is  cor- 
rect, here  is  a ticket  from  the  weighmaster.” 

5060.  In  such  a case  you  could  go  back  to  the  public  scales  and  try  it,  and  then  the 
weighmaster  would  have  the  power  of  punishing  the  fraud. 

William  James  Wallace,  esq.,  J.P.,  examined. 

5061.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — At  Ballycourcey,  two  miles  from  town. 

5062.  You  farm  extensively  ? — I farm  upwards  of  3,000  acres  Irish. 

5063.  Do  you  sell  largely  in  this  town  ? — I do  not ; because  I cannot  get  as  good  a price 
as  I get  elsewhere. 

5064.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — I would  ; as  a protection  to  the 
farmer,  and  no  injury  whatever  to  the  honest  merchant.  I consider  the  Enniscorthy  mer- 
chants as  respectable  as  any  other  class  or  number  of  men  in  any  town  in  Ireland,  but 
where  there  are  a number  of  people,  we  all  know  there  must  be  some  dishonest  ones.  Some 
few  years  since  I used  to  send  my  corn  in  sacks,  and  I found  in  some  instances,  whether 
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by  mistake  or  otherwise,  that  I was  not  paid  for  as  much  as  I sent  in.  I then  adopted  the 
system  of  putting  over  barrels  with  the  beamage  in  each  sack,  and  I always  found  it  suited 
to  the  weight  with  the  merchant,  no  matter  to  whom  I sold  it.  I consider,  knowing  the 
county  of  Wexford  pretty  well,  that  there  is  not  one  farmer  in  a hundred  has  scales  and 
weights  at  home.  1 do  believe  there  is  not  one  in  two  hundred  who  attempts  any  sort  of 
weighing  at  home ; and  as  respectable  a man  as  any  in  the  world,  Mr.  Lett,  will  tell  you 
that  there  is  hardly  a day  he  is  not  asked  for  two  tickets  for  each  load  of  corn,  by  the 
servant  or  the  farmer’s  son,  bringing  in  the  corn,  and  selling  it  at  the  private  stores.  If 
Mr.  Lett  was  base  enough  to  give  the  second,  the  farmer  would  be  defrauded  of  part  of 
his  corn. 

5065.  Is  that  the  purpose  it  is  asked  for? — It  is;  and  we  all  know  throughout  Ireland 
that  the  farmer  is  robbed  more  by  his  son  or  his  servant  than  by  the  merchant.  A public 
market  would,  of  course,  put  a stop  to  that. 

5066.  You  consider  a general  market  would  be  a protection  to  the  trade? — I do  ; and  I 
am  convinced  that  every  farmer  would  see  the  benefit  of  it,  and  would  willingly  pay  a small 
charge  for  it. 

5067.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  assimilating  the  weights  all  over  the  country? — Deci- 
dedly. 

5068.  And  abolishing  all  deductions  ? — Certainly ; in  com  and  everything  else,  not 
excepting  wool. 

5069.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a proper  enclosed  fair-green,  instead  of  the 
public  streets  ? — If  a fair-green  could  be  obtained  gratis  I would,  but  not  if  tolls  were  to 
be  paid,  for  tolls  generally  cause  great  disputes  and  quarrels. 

5070.  But  do  you  not  consider  that  these  disputes  arise  from  the  system  of  paying  the 
toll  on  cattle  sold,  when  going  out  ? — No ; for  there  are  some  places  where  you  pay  toll 
whether  you  sell  or  not. 

5071.  But  suppose  a proprietor  provided  a proper  enclosed  fair-green,  would  you  object 
to  pay  a very  small  trifle  for  a standing  in  such  a place  ? — I would  not,  certainly. 

Mr.  Thomas  Rudd  examined. 

5072.  Where  do  you  reside? — About  five  miles  from  the  town. 

5073.  Do  you  farm  extensively? — About  600  acres. 

5074.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — Decidedly. 

5075.  You  think  it  would  be  the  fairest  for  both  parties,  the  farmer  and  the  honest  mer- 
chant ? — I have  no  doubt  of  it. 

5076.  Would  you,  as  a farmer,  object  to  pay  a small  charge  for  such  a market  ? — Not  if 
I could  go  home  contented  that  I had  not  been  imposed  upon ; and  1 can  answer  for  the 
farmers  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  that  they  would  be  well  satisfied  with  it,  and  willing  and 
anxious  to  pay  a trifle  for  proper  accommodation. 

5077.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  of  fraud  practised  in  private  weighing  ? — Indeed 
I have,  and  I believe  many  are  practised,  and  I have  reason  to  believe  it. 

5078.  What  is  the  nature  of  those  frauds  ? — The  farmers  do  not  receive  proper  weight; 
there  are  deficiencies  in  the  beams  and  weights.  As  for  the  farmers  weighing  their  own 
corn,  not  one  out  of  twenty  of  them  have  beams  fit,  or  scales  and  weights  fit ; you  may 
rely  upon  it,  the  farmers  would  be  very  much  obliged  to  you,  if  you  could  do  away  with 
beamage,  and  get  them  protection  against  being  imposed  upon. 

5079.  Is  the  butter  you  send  in  sold  about  the  streets  ? — It  is. 

5080.  Is  it  the  merchant  who  inspects  and  weighs  ? — It  is. 

5081.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  ? — They  first  inspect  the  quality,  then  weigh  it. 

- 5082.  Do  they  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight  ? — They  weigh  tolerably  fair  to 
the  eye. 

5083.  Do  they  weigh  to  the  pound? — Yes ; nothing  less  than  a pound. 

5084.  What  deductions  are  made  from  the  gross  weight  ? — It  was  the  custom  half  a year 
ago  to  take  off  the  firkin,  if  it  weighed  three  quarters,  two  pounds,  and  if  it  weighed  three 
quarters  and  one  pound,  to  take  off  three  pounds,  so  that  you  had  no  advantage  from  a 
firkin  which  weighed  three  quarters  and  a pound.  However,  I always  weighed  my  firkins 
and  made  them  exactly  three  quarters. 

5085.  What  is  the  custom  now  ? — To  take  off  all  the  firkins  four  pounds. 

5086.  Do  they  then  deduct  the  actual  tare  of  the  firkin  ? — Yes ; if  they  suspect  that  the 
firkin  is  very  heavy  they  strip  it  and  weigh  it. 

5087.  If  they  do  not  strip  it,  what  deduction  do  they  make? — Fifteen  pounds, 
generally. 

5088.  If  the  firkin  weighed  only  thirteen  pounds  would  they  deduct  fifteen  pounds  ? — 
No  doubt  of  it. 

5089.  Then  the  merchant  has  the  advantage  when  it  is  under  fifteen  pounds,  and  the 
farmer  pays  for  all  that  is  over  ? — Exactly. 

5090.  Do  they  make  any  additional  charge  ? — Yes;  they  charge  6d.  a firkin  cooperage, 
and  10(7.  for  casks. 

5091.  Who  made  that  regulation  ? — The  butter  buyers  made  the  law  themselves. 

5092.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  all  the  butter  going  into  a general  market,  to  be  in- 
spected by  a sworn  inspector,  and  weighed  before  sale  ? — Decidedly,  I would. 

5093.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions  and  regulating  the  price 
accordingly? — Indeed  I would. 
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Mr.  Samuel  Armstrong  examined. 

5094.  Do  you  reside  in  Enniscorthy  ? — I do. 

5095.  Are  you  in  the  butter  trade  ? — I am. 

5096.  Do  you  always  buy  at  your  own  stores  ? — I do. 

5097.  Do  you  inspect  and  weigh  there  ? — Yes. 

509S.  Would  you  prefer  a public  market  ? — I would.  I have  to  take  a great  deal  of  butter 
worth  not  half  what  it  cost,  and  a great  deal  worth  more,  in  order  to  take  an  average.  It  I 
could  confine  myself  to  quality,  I might  get  3s.  a hundred-weight  more  than  I do ; but  I cannot 
do  so.  If  we  had  a public  market  we  could  know  the  qualities,  and  pay  the  price  tor  those 
which  were  really  worth  it.  I,  as  a merchant,  would  find  it  a very  great  advantage,  tor 
with  one-third  of  the  capital,  I could  do  the  business ; because,  under  the  present  system, 

I am  obliged  to  buy  three  times  as  much  as  I want.  If  I am  looking  for  a hundred  firkins, 
fine  butter,  I must  purchase  three  hundred.  Again,  I think  it  would  be  a decided  advan- 
tage for  people  to  know  the  weight  of  every  other  place.  With  respect  to  tares,  it  may  be 
objected  that  there  are  fifteen  pounds  taken  off  when  the  firkip  only  weighs  thirteen  pounds ; 
but  I consider  that  the  farmers,  if  they  have  common  intelligence,  can  get  the  firkm  trom 
the  cooper  a sufficient  weight.  All  we  want  is,  that  they  should  be  obliged  to  have  the 
butter  sufficiently  packed.  I do  not  think  that  in  the  course  of  the  season  I have  got  fitty 
pounds  on  tares,  on  5,000  firkins  of  butter.  . . , 

5099.  Then  you  would  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  and  having  the  butter  inspected 

and  weighed  there  ? — Decidedly.  . „ T 

5100.  Would  you  deduct  the  actual  tare  of  the  firkin,  and  abolish  all  beamage . 1 

decidedly  think  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  all  parties  concerned. 

5101.  Have  you  any  idea  what  quantity  of  butter  is  sold  here  in  the  year  ? — 1 should 

say  from  15,000  to  20,000  firkins  in  the  season.  . 

5102.  Would  you  do  away  with  the  charge  for  cooperage  also  ? — Well,  that  would  make 
no  difference. 

5103.  Would  it  not  simplify  matters?— We  get  no  advantage  from  cooperage  ; we  pay 
the  cooper  for  putting  the  casks  into  condition,  he  gets  all  the  receipts  of  it. 

5104.  Would  it  not  be  much  more  satisfactory  to  pay  the  actual  price  for  every  thing  r— - 
Certainly ; a fictitious  price  is  a great  evil  as  between  tenant  and  landlord,  because  it  is  the 
basis  of  valuation;  but  as  between  the  farmer  and  the  merchant,  I do  not  consider  that  it 
makes  any  difference.  We  take  the  thing  into  account,  and  give  a price  accordingly. 

5105.  Is  that  always  the  case  ? — It  is  always  so  here ; competition  will  settle  it. 

5106.  Do  you  think  the  system  of  having  the  firkins  branded  at  the  public  scales  would  be 

an  advantage? — Well,  I do  not  know  that  it  would.  I do  not  think  there  can  be  much 
fraud  at  present.  One  great  thing,  certainly,  would  be  to  have  tho  timber  properly 
seasoned.  . 9 

5107.  Have  you  any  means  of  securing  that  except  by  branding  at  the  public  market . 

I think  that  system  would  lead  to  a great  deal  of  dissatisfaction,  without  relative  advantage. 
For  instance,  the  cooper  inspecting  the  branding  might  have  a particular  friend  a cooper. 

5108.  If  there  were  any  thing  wrong,  you  would  have  an  opportunity  of  punishing  the 

party? — Even  if  the  firkin  were  seasoned  properly,  there  would  be  means  taken  to  soak 
them  with  fresh  water,  butter-milk,  or  something  of  the  kind,  which  would  be  decidedly 
worse  than  if  the  timber  were  green.  . 

5 1 09.  Then  you  would  not  be  in  favour  of  a general  inspection  ?— I would  not  object  to 
it,  but  I think  it  would  not  do  any  good. 

5110.  Is  there  much  butter  sold  here  by  the  lump  ? — There  is. 

5111-  Do  you  consider  that  a bad  system  ? — I think  it  a very  pernicious  one.  It  is  creep- 
ing up  in  the  town  lately,  from  want  of  a market.  _ 

5112.  Do  you  consider  that  system  calculated  to  deteriorate  the  quality  of  the  butter  c • 
Certainly. 


Mr.  John  Nelson  examined, 


5113.  Do  you  reside  in  Enniscorthy  ? — I do. 

5114.  Are  you  a butter-merchant  ? — lam.  , 

5115.  Do  you  concur  in  the  remarks  made  relative  to  the  general  market  r—i  do.  I 
think  there  should  be  a public  officer  competent  to  inspect  and  weigh.  I think  it  would 
take  off  a great  deal  of  the  odium  which  has  been  cast  upon  us,  butter-merchants,  and  then 
we  would  not  be  responsible  for  the  quality  of  the  butter. 

5116.  You  would  be  in  favour  of  public  inspection  ? — I would,  under  a competent  person; 
but  I remember  the  old  system  of  public  inspection ; and  I knew  the  public  inspector  to 
make  egregious  errors — tremendous  errors.  I knew  butter  to  be  inspected  by  him,  an 
marked  one  quality  one  day,  and  taken  to  him  the  next  week  and  marked  a different  qua- 
lity altogether. 

Mr.  Sparrow  Carroll  examined. 


5117.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— I am  craner  and  weighmaster. 

5118.  Were  you  appointed  by  Lord  Portsmouth  ? — I was. 

5119.  Have  you  been  sworn  under  the  4th  of  Anne,  c.  1 4 ? I have. 

5120.  What  do  you  weigh  ?— Potatoes,  a little  corn,  some  wool,  and  beef  and  pork 
occasionally. 
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5121.  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — No. 

5122.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ? — I do,  when  it  is  required ; not  in  all  instances. 

5123.  If  it  is  not  required,  ho  w do  you  mark  the  weight  ? — I mark  it  with  chalk  upon  the 
sack. 

5124.  Or  upon  the  hat  ? — Yes. 

5125.  You  could  give  no  record  of  the  quantity  sold  or  weighed? — No. 

5126.  Do  you  receive  a salary? — No  salary,  but  the  little  emolument  arising  out  of  the 
office  ; and  since  1846  I do  not  get  65.  a-week. 

5127.  Do  you  pay  any  rent? — No. 

5128.  Do  you  account  for  your  receipts  ? — I do  not. 

5129.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  potatoes? — I just  require  a turn  of  the  beam. 

5130.  What  is  a stone  of  potatoes? — Fourteen  pounds. 

5131.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use? — One  pound. 

5132.  What  deductions  do  you  make  ? — Half  a stone  for  every  sack. 

5133.  What  beamage  ? — None  for  potatoes. 

5134.  IIow  do  you  weigh  corn? — By  the  barrel. 

5135.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound  ? — Yes ; I only  require  a cast  of  the  beam. 

5136.  What  do  you  deduct? — Four  pounds  a barrel. 

5137.  What  for  a sack? — I never  weigh  sacks;  they  are  all  weighed  elsewhere. 

5138.  You  only  give  a ticket  for  the  gross  weight  ? — Exactly. 

5139.  Do  you  take  the  beamage  into  account? — Not  at  all. 

5140.  Do  you  deduct  four  pounds  for  wheat,  barley,  and  oats? — No;  five  pounds  for 
wheat;  four  pounds,  barley  and  oats. 

5141.  Is  the  tare  of  the  sack  taken  afterwards? — It  is. 

5142.  In  weighing  wool,  do  you  weigh  standing  beam? — I take  a cast. 

5143.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound? — I do. 

5144.  What  do  you  deduct  for  beamage? — Two  pounds  a hundred-weight,  and  eight 
pounds  tret  on  twenty  stone. 

5145.  And  the  actual  tare  of  the  pack? — Of  course. 

5146.  How  many  pounds  to  the  stone  ? — Sixteen. 

5147.  How  do  you  weigh  pigs? — To  the  pound. 

5148.  What  do  you  deduct  ? — Nothing  ; 1 only  weigh  gross. 


ENNISCORTHY, 
IQ th  December,  1852. 

460. 

Mr.  S.  Carroll. 


W.  J.  Wallace,  esq.,  examined.  4gj_ 

5149.  How  is  bread  sold  here? — By  the  lump.  W.  J.  Wallace,  esq. 

5150.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  that  it  should  be  sold  by  weight,  and  let  the  price  vary 
according  to  the  price  of  flour  ? — Most  certainly,  it  would  be  very  desirable. 

5151.  Where  are  fowl  sold  ? — They  are  sold  up  to  two  or  three  o’clock  in  the  morning 
in  the  public  streets,  and  are  a great  source  of  disturbance,  annoyance,  and  inconvenience. 


ExNiscoRTnx  Market. — Charges  made  by  Weighmaster  at  public  Crane. 


Wool,  per  stone,  . . . . 0 

Wheat,  per  barrel,  20  stone,  . . .01 

Barley,  „ 16  „ . . .01 

Oats,  „ 14  „ . . .01 

Beef,  per  quarter,  . . . .01 

Pork,  per  pig.  . . . . .01 

Bacon,  per  flitch,  . . . . 0 0i 

Potatoes,  per  sack,  . . . . 0 l" 


EnnUcorthy , 11  th  December,  1852. 


Sparrow  Carroll,  Weighmaster. 


Thomastown,  December  11,  1852. 

Air.  William  Clifford  examined. 

5152.  Do  you  live  in  Thomastown  ? — I do. 

5153.  Are  you  agent  to  the  proprietor? — I am  agent  to  part  of  the  property;  the  pro- 
perty is  divided  among  a great  number  of  persons. 

5151.  Arc  you  agent  to  Lord  Carrick  ? — I am. 

5155.  Who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  fairs  and  markets  here  ? — Lord  Carrick;  there  was  a 
patent  granted  to  Lord  Clifton,  I cannot  say  in  wliat  year  it  was  granted,  and  Lord  Carrick 
holds  it  under  Lord  Clifton,  as  far  as  holding  the  lease  of  a market-house,  which  now  does 
not  exist,  having  been  thrown  down  by  a presentment  at  the  county  Assizes. 

5156.  Did  Lord  Carrick  ever  levy  any  toll? — He  did  at  one  time.  The  proprietor  is  a 
Mr.  Davis,  who  was  at  one  time  surveyor  of  the  town,  and  I understand  he  exorcised  the 
right. 

5157.  Under  Lord  Carrick?— No  ; Lord  Carrick  is  rather  under  Mr.  Davis. 

5158.  Was  this  ever  a corporate  town? — It  was. 

5159.  Was  it  the  Corporation  collected  the  tolls? — It  was. 

5160.  Was  it  a borough  ? — It  was,  and  placed  in  Schedule  B,  under  the  Reform  Act. 

5161.  What  are  tho  market  days  ? — Mondays  and  Fridays,  but  sales  take  place  every  day. 

. 5162.  Is  there  a market-house  or  market-place  ?— Nothing  but  the  street. 

5163.  No  accommodation  whatever? — None. 

2 M 


THOMASTOWN, 
1 lift.  December,  1852. 

462. 

Mr.  Wm.  Clifford. 
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llt/t  December,  1852. 

462. 

Mr. •Win.  Clifford. 


463. 

Mr.  Henry  Ennis. 
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5164.  Is  there  an  enclosed  fair-green  ? — There  is. 

5165.  Sufficiently  large  ?— Yes,  for  any  purpose. 

'5166.  Are  there  any  tolls  collected  at  the  fairs  or  markets  now  ?— Not  at  the  markets, 
only  at  the  fairs. 

5167.  What  are  the  fairs  ?— There  are  four  held  in  the  year,  on  the  1 < th  of  March;  the 
25th  of  May  ; 29th  of  June  ; and  the  1st  of  September. 

5168.  Is  the  fair- green  provided  by  Lord  Carrick  ? — It  is. 

5169.  Does  he  levy  tolls  ?— Yes : at  least  Mr.  George  Reed,  of  Kilkenny,  does,  to  whom 
they  are  leased.  There  are  other  fairs  held  here  with  which  Lord  Carrick  has  nothing  to 
do— on  the  6th  of  January,  30th  of  April,  15th  of  August,  1st  of  November,  and  another 
in  December. 

5170.  By  whom  were  these  fairs  established? — By  the  person  who  held  the  fairs  here 
formerly. 

5171.  Without  any- authority  or  patent  ? — I should  say  so. 

5172.  Are  tolls  levied  at  these  fairs  ? — They  are.  It  was  contrary  to  the  wish  of  Lord 
Carrick  that  they  were  established. 

5173.  Where  is  corn  sold?— At 'the  different  mills,  and  the  different  buyer’s  places. 

5174.  Is  it  weighed  there  ? — Yes. 

5175.  Where  are  potatoes  sold? — In  the  same  way,  and  weighed  at  the  private  scales. 

5176.  Is  butter  sold  in  the  same  way? — Unfortunately  there  is  not  much  butter  sold 
here,  but  any  sold  is  sold  in  the  same  way. 

-5177.  Are  there  public  beams  and  scales,  or  a weighmaster  ? — No. 

5178.  Were  the  fail's  leased  to  Mr.  Reed  ? — There  was  no  regular  lease,  but  he  holds  the 
four  fairs,  at  will,  for  £15  a-year. 

5179.  Does  the  agreement  specify  what  the  tolls  were  ? — It  does  not. 

5180.  Are  the  tolls  levied  on  cattle  leaving  the  fair?— Yes  ; only  on  such  as  arc  sold. 

5181.  How  does  the  party  collecting  the  tolls  ascertain  whether  the  cattle  are  sold  ? — I 
cannot  tell,  unless  by  asking  the  people. 

5182.  Does  he  swear  them  ?— 1 should  think  not,  because  the  magistrates  here  are  very 
active,  and  if  he  did  he  would  be  punished. 

5183.  Does  he  go  through  any  form,  such  as  making  them  pledge  their  consciences?— I 
think  he  does  ; but  it  is  generally  ascertained  by  the  mark  put  upon  the  cattle  sold.  I think 
more  escape  than  are  enforced. 

5184.  I perceive  it  is  stated  in  the  Municipal  Corporation  Report,  that  Lord  Carrick  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  fairs  or  markets,  but  that  they  are  the  property  of  the  Corporation, 
held  under  a patent  of  Mary,  authorizing  a market  on  every  Monday,  with  tolls  and 
customs  ?— That  is  for  the  town,  the  fairs  are  for  the  neighbourhood.  The  charter  also 
authorizes  a fair  to  be  held  within  the  town  on  the  30th  of  April,  and  fifteen  following  days 
in  every  year,  with  tolls,  customs,  privileges,  and  emoluments  ; it  then  goes  on  to  state  that 
although  the  tolls  are  still  collected,  the  Corporation  does  not  claim  them,  and  that  they 
are  held  by  permission  of  Lord  Carrick.  It  states  that  Lord  Carrick  and  Lord  Clifton 
receive  them  under  the  Corporation,  and  that  Lord  Carrick  bought  them  from  Lord 
Clifton,  and  holds  them  under  Mr.  Davis.  I think  that  refers  to  the  fairs  of  Newtown  and 
Cloghnabrody,  two  for  each  district, -in  part  of  which  this  town  is.  Lord  Carrick  has  a patent 
for  Newtown,  under  Mr.  Shaw.  - 

5185.  Then  it  appears  he  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  market  ? — I think  not ; 
Lord  Carrick  pays  rent  to  Mr.  Davis,  but  he  does  not  levy  tolls. 

5186.  What  power  had  the  Corporation  to  lease  the  tolls  to  Mr.  Davis?— I do  not  know. 
The  people  of  this  town  claim  to  be  the  possessors  of  very  large  property  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, which  Mr.  Davis  holds,  and  it  is  for  him  to  show  by  what  authority  he  holds  it. 

5-187.  Does  Mr.  Davis  account  to  any  one  for  the  corporate  property  he  holds, or  pay 
any  rent  ? — He  does  not. 

5188.  But  the  Corporation  had  no  power  to  give  away  their  property ; does  he  pay  even 
a nominal  rent  ? — I rather  think  not  a shilling. 

5189.  Have  the  tolls  ever  been  disputed  ? — They  have. 

5190.  Was  there  any  legal  proceeding? — No;  prior  to  the  death  of  Mr.  O’Connell,  the  inha- 
bitants had  communications  with  him,  and  he  said  he  would  carry  on  the  matter  himself,  but 
we  were  waiting  for  the  decision  in  CasKel  and  other  places,  which  went  against  the  holders 
of  corporate  property. 

5191.  What  prevented  the  proceedings? — The  death  of  Mr.  O’Connelk 

5192.  Were  the  four  fairs  you  spoke  of  established  by  general  consent? — There  is  a patent 
for  them  belonging  to- the  Swan  property,  but  the  Corporation  of  Thomastown  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it. 

5193.  Then  Lord  Carrick  holds  those  fairs  independent  of  Sir.  Davis  ? — Quite  indepen- 
dent; they  belonged  to  the  Swan  property,  of  which  Lord  Carrick  had  become  the 
purchaser. 

Mr.  Henry  Ennis  examined. 

5194.  Where  do  you  reside? — At  Island  Mills,  about  a mile  from  the  town. 

5195.  Are  you  in  the  corn  trade  ? — Yes. 

5196.  Do  you  buy  the  corn  at  your  own  mills? — Yes;  and  a good  deal  outside  the  town. 

5197.  Do  you  buy  by  sample  ? — Yes. 

• 5198.  And  weigh  at  your  mills  ? — Yes. 

5199.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing? — I weigh  in  sack,  and  require  just  a turn  of  the 
beam. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE.  267 

6200.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  ? — Two  pounds. 

5201.  Do  you  weigh  less?— No. 

5202.  Then  if  there  were  two  pounds  standing  beam  would  you  throw  it  out? No,  I 

would  pass  it. 

5203.  You  weigh  by  the  barrel  ? — Yes,  280  pounds. 

5204.  What  beamage  do  you  deduct  ? — Four  pounds  on  280  pounds  of  wheat. 

5205.  What  deductions  on  other  grain  ? — Four  pounds  on  fourteen  stone  of  oats,  and 
sixteen  stone  of  barley. 

5206.  Do  you  think  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  objectionable,  as  offering  facilities 
for  fraud,  if  a party  chooses  to  be  dishonest  ? — 1 think  not ; comparisons  would  be  at  once 
made  between  my  place  and  some  other  place,  and  if  anything  unfair  were  done,  it  would 
be  at  once  known. 

5207.  Something  unfair  might  be  done  for  a long  time  and  not  discovered? — It  is 
possible. 

5208.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — Not  at  all. 

5209.  Would  you  prefer  the  present  system? — I would. 

5210.  Would  you  not  prefer  a general  market,  with  proper  accommodation,  and  a sworn 
weighmaster,  where  the  farmer  would  pay  a small  toll,  and  all  agricultural  produce  would 
be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I would  think  it  very  objectionable. 

5211.  What  is  your  objection  ? — It  would  cause  too  much  delay. 

5212.  But  there  would  be  no  delay  in  such  a market  if  well  carried  out.  In  the  Cork 
corn-market,  for  instance,  or  in  Ennis,  although  in  Ennis  3,000  ban-els  of  corn  are  weighed 
in  a day,  there  is  no  delay.  If  forty  beams  and  scales  were  required,  they  should  be  pro- 
vided in  a public  market,  so  you  may  put  delay  out  of  the  question  ? — But  then  you  would 
have  one  place  to  get  the  corn  weighed,  and  another  place  to  have  it  started,  which  would 
make  a tedious  business  of  it.  There  is  another  disadvantage,  that  the  mills,  which  form 
the  market  here,  arc  not  in  the  town,  but  at  a considerable  distance  from  it,  and  there 
is  no  central  place  where  a market  could  be.  The  market  is  not  in  the  town  of  Thomas- 
town,  but  at  the  mills. 

5213.  How  many  mills  are  tliex-e  ? — There  are  three. 

5214.  Is  there  no  market  except  these  mills  ? — No  other  market. 

5215.  If  there  were  a public  market,  would  not  the  millers  buy  there? — I am  satisfied  a 
public  market  here  would  be  a dead  letter ; you  imagine  that  this  is  a town  with  merchants 
living  here,  and  stores,  but  there  is  no  such  thing,  and  the  town  might  as  well  be  away 
altogether,  so  far  as  business  is  concerned. 

5216.  Are  there  no  buyers  in  the  town  ? — None. 

5217.  Do  you  think  a proper.general  market,  at  a certain  day  in  the  week,  w'ould  not  soon 
establish  itself  ? — I am  sure  it  would  not. 

5218.  What  quantity  , of  corn  is  sold  here  ? — The  quantity  of  wheat  is  very  large. 

5219.  Would  it  not  be  much  better  for  the  farmer  to  bring  his  coi-n  into  a public  market 
where  he  would  meet  all  the  buyers,  instead  of  hawking  it  round  the  mills  ? — In  the  first 
place,  you  should  induce  the  millei-s  to  come  in. 

5220.  If  the  farmei-s  came,  would  not  the  millers  soon  attend  ? — The  place  is  not  calcu- 
lated at  all  for  the  purpose. 

5221.  Not  under  present  arrangements;  but  suppose  there  was  a well-regulated 
market? — It  would  be  trying  an  experiment,  which,  perhaps,  might  succeed.  I think  it 
would  not. 

5222.  It  may  be  more  convenient  to  you  to  have  it  brought  to  the  stores? — The  corn  is 
not  brought  to  the  stores  unless  it  has  been  previously  sold.  The  farmers  come  five  or  six 
miles  with  samples,  and  then  if  it  is  bought,  they  deliver  it  afterwards. 

5223.  Then  the  farmers  living  in  the  neighbourhood  are  at  the  mercy  of  three  millers  ? — 

No;  the  whole  country  is  studded  with  mills.  I only  mentioned  those  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood.  - 

5224.  Would  you  object,  as  a merchant,  to  buy  in  such  a general  market,  provided  there 
were  one  ? — Not  at  all. 

5225.  Would  it  not  possess  the  advantage  of  prices  being  well  known  and  creating  com-  . 
petition  ? — Prices  are  very  well  known  at  present,  but  the  buyers  are  all  scattered  through 
the  country,  and  you  should  take  a circle  round  a collection  of  mills,  and  if  the  farmers 
came  into  Thomastown,  they  would  be  bound  to  tln-ec  buyers ; whereas,  by  selling  by  sample 
through  tlxe  whole  country,  they  have  the  advantage  of  competition. 

5226.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — I would. 

5227.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  weigh  to  the  pound,  and  abolish  all  deductions  ? — I do  not 
think  it  \fould  do  the  smallest  harm  in  the  world. 

5228.  Would  not  the  farmers  gain  by  it  ? — I do  not  think  they  -would. 

5229.  Does  not  the  system  of  deductions  keep  up  a fictitious  price  ? — I do  not  think  so ; in 
is  well  undei-stood. 

5230.  But  all  valuations  are  calculated  upon  the  prices  of  corn  ? — I think  it  just  comes 
to  the  same  thing.  It  is  well  known  that  two  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  mean  two  hundred 
and  eighty-four  pounds. 

523 1 . But  persons  cannot  know,  for  it  varies  in  different  places  ? — Most  persons  know  the 
prices. 

5232.  Could  you  tell  what  they  deduct  at  Sligo  ? — IIow  does  it  affect  me?  If  it  affected 
me  in  the  slightest  possible  way,  I would  know. 

2 M 2 


THOMASTOWN, 

1 1th  December,  1853. 

463i 

Mr.  Henry -Ennis. 
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THOMASTOWN,  Mr.  William  Clifford  examined. 

llth  December,  1852.  -233.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — Decidedly.  I think  it  would  benefit, 

464.  even  the  millers,"  in  a little  time,  because  it  would  be  a security  to  them  that  any  samples 

Mr.  Wm.  Clifford,  bought  at  the  market  would  be  delivered  to  them,  whereas  they  arc  not  now,  very  often, 
and  the  millers  sometimes  lose  immense  sums  of  money. 

5234.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  . — 1 would, 

decidedly.  0 , . h 

5235.  And  abolishing  all  deductions  and  calling  things  by  their  right  names  /—l  tlnnk 

the  reason  of  these  deductions  is  the  dirty  state  the  corn  is  delivered  in  ; but  it  it  wore 
brought  in  a proper  state,  it  would  be  better  to  have  110  deductions.  _ . 

5236.  Suppose  a person  sends  in  corn  in  the  cleanest  possible  state,  is  not  the  deduction 

still  made  ? — It  is.  _ 

5237.  Is  not  that  an  encouragement  to  send  in  the  corn  dirty  ! — 4 do  not  think  it  is,, 

exactly ; because,  of  course,  the  buyer  will  regulate  his  price  according  to  the  state  of 
the  corn.  . . . . 

5238.  Then  why  not  do  away  with  the  deductions? — Well,  it  certainly  might  make  the 

matter  more  simple.  . 0 „ 

5239.  Do  you  think  a general  market  would  add  to  the  prosperity  of  the  town.  JNo 

doubt  of  it.  , . . 

5240.  Would  it  not  be  a great  advantage  that  in  such  a market  we  could  get  the  statistics 
of  the  country? — Yes  ; and  we  suffer  a great  deal  by  not  having  them.  For  instance,  the 
rent-charge  is  regulated  by  the  prices  of  corn,  and  how  is  one  to  ascertain  the  prices 

5241.  If  you  had  a good  market,  where  every  kind  of  agricultural  produce  would  be  sold, 
would  it  not  be  a convenience  to  the  farmer  to  be  able  to  bring  in  his  corn,  butter,  and 
every  thing  else,  and  transact  all  his  business  together  ? — No  doubt ; and  the  greater  the 
concourse  of  people,  the  more  the  town  would  be  benefited. 


465. 

Mr.  Denis  Hoey. 


Sir.  Denis  Hoey  examined. 

5242.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Thomastown. 

5243.  Do  you  buy  corn? — Yes ; and  barley  and  oats. 

5244.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market? — I would  ; for  it  would  beneiit  the 
town  generally.  I know  people  who  go  to  the  town  of  Kilkenny,  to  sell  their  corn  and  to 
buy,  and  I think  if  we  had  a market  here  that  business  would  be  done  here. 

5245.  Would  it  not  be  the  fairest  system  for  the  farmer  and  the  honest  trader. 

Indeed  it  would.  ■ T , ~ 

5246.  Would  it  not  prevent  all  suspicion  of  improper  weighing  /—Well,  1 never  heard  ot 

any  suspicions  here.  , „ . 

5247.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  /— lo  be  sure 

I would.  It  would  make  no  difference,  except  a little  deviation  from  an  old  habit  ot 
weighing.  . . 

5248.  Would  it  not  be  the  fairest  system  to  abolish  beamage,  and  regulate  prices 
according  to  quality? — I would  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  it  if  there  were  a proper  uniform 

^5249.  Would  it  not  be  a great  advantage  to  be  able  to  obtain  the  proper  statistics  of  the 
country  ? — I would  have  no  objection  to  it. 

5250.  But  would  it  not  be  an  advantage  ? — I think  it  would. 


466. 

Mr.  E.  Hutchinson. 


Mr.  Edward  Hutchinson  examined. 

5251.  Where  do  you  reside  ?— In  Thomastown. 

5252.  You  were  formerly  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  county  !— 1 was,  up 

to  last  March  Assizes.  The  Constabulary  are  to  perform  the  duties  now,  but  they  have 
not  commenced  as  yet.  . . __  , . , , <■ 

5253.  Then  for  all  that  time  there  was  no  inspection  ?— No ; a very  unwholesome  state  ot 

th5254.  Did  you  detect  many  frauds  ?— Among  the  small  dealers  a good  many,  but  not 
many  among  the  merchant  class. 

5255.  Did  you  inspect  the  beams?— Yes;  most  particularly. 

5256.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  frauds  among  the  merchants  ?— I did ; but  i think  they 

were  exaggerated.  „ 10  , ,,  • , 

5257.  Do  you  think  the  system  of  private  weighing  offers  facilities  for  fraud  . i think  it 
a man  chooses  to  be  dishonest,  of  course  he  can  rob.  I knew  an  instance  at  Innistiogue, 
a village  a few  miles  from  this,  where  a police  sergeant  told  me  a glaring  case  ot  fraud,  by  a 
false  beam,  but  I was  not  inspector  at  the  time.  In  Pilltown,  while  Mr.  Bake  was  inspector, 
there  was  a buyer  who  used  to  put  his  wife  into  the  scales  against  nine  stone,  as  lie  had 
not  weights  at  the  time,  and  he  said  she  was  exactly  that  weight.  He  asked  me  if  I would 
have  any  objection,  and  I said  not,  provided  she  were  stamped.  I showed  her  the  process 
of  stamping,  and  she  said  she  would  not  allow  it,  and  that  she  would  never  let  him  put  her 
into  the  scales  again,  since  that  was  the  case. 

5258.  Do  you  suppose  she  w'as  the  correct  weight? — I did  not  try  her.  1 suppose 
she  was. 
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5259.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market? — I would  be  in  favour  of  anything 
which  would  create  a crowd,  and  bring  people  together. 

5260.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  would  object  to  pay  a small  toll  to  support  such  a 
market  ? — They  might  object  to  pay.  I know  they  would  like  to  receive  any  thing  that 
might  be  going.  I think  if  a market  were  established  it  would  serve  the  town  very  much,  and 
I think  many  parties  would  be  induced  to  come  here,  who  now  do  business  at  other  places. 

5261.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  ? — I think  it  would  be  a 
great  advantage.  It  is  a great  absurdity  to  have  such  a state  of  things  as  at  present. 

5262.  Can  you  form  any  idea  of  how  the  duties  of  inspecting  weights  will  be  performed 
by  the  police  ? — I think  much  better  than  they  were.  The  police  will  be  always  on  the  spot. 

5263.  Do  you  know  any  tiling  of  the  Corporation  property  here  ? — There  was  a chart  of 
incorporation  given  to  this  town  by  the  kings  of  England,  and  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Clifton  family,  who  returned  two  members  to  the  Irish  Parliament  for  the  borough,  and 
among  other  changes,  a man  named  Davis  became  portreve  of  the  town,  and  leased  the 
Corporation  property  from  Lord  Clifton,  who  was  lord  of  the  soil  here. 

5264.  But  the  portreve  had  no  power  of  keeping  the  property  ? — But  he  took  the  power, 
that  is  what  we  complain  of.  He  got  possession  of  the  property,  and  he  remained  sovereign, 
and  took  all  the  tolls  and  every  thing  else  ; and  the  present  Mr.  Davis,  his  son,  became 
portreve,  and  took  all  the  tolls  and  set  them  to  Lord  Carrick.  The  river  was  then  navigable, 
and  Thomastown  was  a very  important  place,  and  there  were  a great  many  respectable 
factories  there,  breweries,  distilleries,  and  malt-houses.  Mr.  Davis  stopped  up  the  navigation 
of  the  river,  and  now  you  cannot  get  an  inch  beyond  Innistiogue,  and  vessels  can  no  longer 
come  up  to  the  quay.  There  was  a house  belonging  to  the  town,  a town-hall,  as  it  is 
called,  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Davis,  and  he  holds  every  inch  of  the  property 

of  Thomastown  ; and  if  the  inhabitants  ask  him  for  it,  he  will  tell  them  to  go  to  the  d 1, 

well  knowing  that  there  is  not  a shilling  to  go  to  law  with. 

5265.  But  he  should  show  his  right  ? — How  could  he  show  what  he  has  not.  At  one 
time  we  were  disposed  to  try  it  at  law,  but  the  famine  came  on  the  country,  and  it  went 
out  of  the  people's  minds.  The  Boax-d  of  Guardians  could  recover  it  if  they  liked,  but  they 
will  not  expend  the  funds  upon  it. 

5266.  What  have  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  do  with  it? — The  Municipal  Act  provides 
that  where  the  Corporation  will  not  take  up  the  property,  it  shall  be  put  to  the  benefit  of 
the  rates. 

5267.  What  is  Mr.  Davis  supposed  to  receive  of  the  corporate  property  ?— £300  a year. 

5268.  Does  he  pay  rent  to  anyone? — Not  a fraction.  He  brought  an  action  against 
those  who  were  trying  to  get  the  navigation  of  the  river  restored  for  injui-ing  his  mill ; and 
the  judge  on  the  bench  said  he  had  no  title  but  the  market  possession.  He  got  three  half- 
pence damages.  It  was  a mill  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of  Thomastown,  and  the  people 
living  there  came  to  request  that  he  would  allow  boats  to  come  up  to  Thomastown.  He 
replied,  and  ended  by  bringing  the  action.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  tolls  and  customs,  they 
are  levied  in  a most  objectionable  way.  Lord  Carrick  took  them  from  Mr.  Davis  to  relieve 
the  people  of  them,  but  he  allows  them  to  be  still  collected.  People  are  sworn,  with  the 
most  fearful  imprecations,  to  prove  whether  they  have  sold  their  cattle. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Murphy  examined. 

5269.  Do  you  live  in  this  town? — I do. 

5270.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a grocer,  and  I have  a public  weigh-bridge,  which 
1 got  up  myself. 

5271.  What  do  you  charge  for  weighing? — I charge  Ad.  a load,  and  if  the  load  were 
four  tons  I charge  only  that,  and  I charge  some  people  but  2d.  or  '3d. 

5272.  Do  you  give  a ticket? — I do. 

5273.  And  tare  the  cart  afterwards? — Yes. 

5274.  Is  it  quite  optional  to  weigh  with  you? — Certainly. 

5275.  Does  it  produce  a large  revenue  ? — No,  indeed,  not  as  much  as  would  pay  a man 
if  I were  obliged  to  employ  one. 

5276.  What  are  the  tolls  levied  at  the  fairs  here  ? — A load  of  cabbage  pays  Gd.  by  the 
owner,  for  a stand  in  the  market,  and  if  the  owner  retails  them  out  to  100  persons  there  is 
a separate  charge  for  each  quantity  on  going  out ; it  is  the  same  way  with  a kish  of  onions. 

5277.  Does  every  ai-ticle  pay  twice? — Yes;  it  is  the  same  way  with  wooden- ware,  and 
earthen-ware,  and  every  tiling  else.  For  every  single  article  there  is  the  same  double 
chai-ge  made,  which  prevents  people  coming  into  the  town,  and  leaves  it  neglected  as  it  is. 

5278.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — Certainly. 

5279.  You  consider  the  farmers  would  not  object  to  pay  a small  toll,  just  sufficient  to 
cover  the  expense  of  proper  accommodation  ? — I think  they  would  not.  1 endeavoured  to 
get  a few  more  of  the  respectable  traders  to  join  me  in  taking  the  tolls  from  Lord  Carrick, 
and  give  it  free  to  the  public,  bearing  our  proportion  of  the  loss. 

5230.  Are  the  people  put  to  their  oaths  here  at  the  fairs? — They  are  put  to  their 
consciences. 

52S1.  Are  all  the  tolls  levied  under  Mr.  Reed? — They  are. 

5282.  I see  here  by  the  toll  board  that  a cow  pays  6d.  toll ; a horse,  Id.;  a stone  of 
wool,  2d. ; a lamb  or  a goat,  1 d. ; standings,  from  id.  to  Gd. ; a pig  2d. ; a cart  of  cabbage, 
■hd. ; copper- ware,  2d. ; are  these  the  charges  ? — I believe  they  are. 


THOMASTOWN, 

1 1 th  December,  1852. 

466. 

Mr.  E.  Hutchinson. 


467. 

Mr.  Jer.  Murphy. 
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THOMASTOWN,  Mr.  Hutchinson  examined. 

litii December,  1852.  5283.  Are  there  Town  Commissioners  here? — An  order  came  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant 

468.  that  Commissioners  should  be  appointed,  and  by  absolute  force  they  were  appointed;  the 

.Mr,  Hutchinson,  portreve  got  up  opposition  to  it,  and  attended  here  with  Counsellor  Bracken  of  Kilkenny, 
and  did  every  thing  he  could  to  browbeat  the  people  from  taking  any  part  in  it ; but  the 
shopkeepers,  feeling  that  their  interest  was  at  stake,  came  forward,  and  the  Lord 
•Lieutenant  sanctioned  the  appointment  of  every  man  sent  up.  We  thought  there  was 
nothing  to  be  done  but  to  have  the  town  cleansed  and  lighted ; but  it  was  all  knocked  on 
the  head;  they  would  not  get  the  market-house,  nor  the  tolls  and  customs. 

5284.  How  were  the  Town  Commissioners  elected  ? — We  had  the  limits  of  the  borough 
struck  out  under  the  Act ; we  went  precisely  in  accordance  with  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
as  directed  by  the  Chief  Secretary  and  the  Attorney-General. 

5285.  Are  they  now  a legally  constituted  body  ? — Most  decidedly. 

,5286.  Have  they  been  re-elected  every  three  years  ? — No,  they  have  not. 


Kilkenny,  December  13,  1852. 

Patrick  Waters , esq.,  examined. 

5287.  Do  you  reside  in  Kilkenny  ? — I do. 

5288.  What  is  your  profession? — I am  Town  Clerk  of  this  city,  and  also  Clerk  of  the 

Pe5289.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  are  the  markets  in  Kilkenny  held  ?— Under  a 
charter  of  James  I.,  which  has  been  the  governing  charter  of  Kilkenny. 

5290.  The  7th  of  James  I.?— Yes;  that  charter  appointed  three  market  days,  to  be 
held — on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Saturday,  weekly,  for  ever. 

5291.  How  many  fairs  ? — Three  fairs,  each  of  which  was  to  be  held  for  three  days : the 

first  upon  the  vigil  and  feast  of  St.  Canice,  abbot,  and  the  day  next  following ; the  second 
upon  the  vigil  and  feast  of  St.  Patrick,  and  the  day  next  following ; and  the  third  upon 
the  vigil  and  nativity  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  the  day  following,  with  a pie  poudre 
court,  and  all  revenues  and  emoluments  levied  there.  There  was  a subsequent  charter 
granted  by  James  II. ; but  it  was  abandoned  after  two  or  three  years,  and  the  Corpo- 
ration  that  is,  the  old  Corporation— fell  back  upon  the  charter  of  James  I.  The  charter 

of  James  II.  granted  four  fairs;  the  market  days  were  the  same:  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
and  Saturday. 

5292.  Four  additional  fairs  ? — Not  altogether  additional ; one  was  upon  the  feast  of  St. 
Patrick,  the  17th  of  March;  one  upon  St.  John  the  Baptist’s  day;  one  upon  Corpus 
Christi;  and  one  upon  the  feast  of  St.  Canice;  and  for  another  day  following  each  of 
the.se  days;  each  was  held  two  days;  whereas  by  the  charter  of  James  I.  each  was  held 
three  days. 

5293.  Are  these  fairs  held  now?— They  are  not.  Of  the  ancient  fairs  there  have  been 
held  for  many  years  only  two — one  upon  the  28th  of  March,  and  the  other  on  Corpus 
Christi.  But  within  the  last  few  years  the  old  Corporation,  immediately  before  going  out, 
and  the  present  Corporation,  got  some  new  patents  for  four  fairs,  which  were  to  be  held  in 
a part  of  the  town  called  St.  John’s  Green;  upon  the  15th  of  February,  16th  of  May,  23rd 
of  September,  and  10th  of  November.  The  present  Corporation,  in  the  year  1846,  obtained 
a patent  for  holding  monthly  fairs  upon  the  first  Thursday  in  every  month,  which  are  now 
held,  so  that  the  fairs  now  are,  the  monthly  fairs,  the  four  fairs  held  in  St.  John’s  Green, 
and  the  two  ancient  fairs  upon  the  28th  of  March  and  Corpus  Christi. 

5294.  Eighteen  in  all? — Yes,  all  of  which  I am  cognizant.  There  is  a pig  fan-  held  in  a 
place  called  Butt’s  Green  ; but  these  are  all  of  which  I am  officially  cognizant. 

5295.  The  Corporation  are  the  proprietors  of  all  the  fairs  and  markets  ? — They  are. 

5296.  No  private  proprietors? — None. 

5297.  Are  tolls  levied  at  the  fairs  or  markets  at  present? — -Not. at  present. 

5298.  Were  they  ever  levied? — They  were.;  but  they  were  discontinued  about  the 
year  1826. 

5299.  By  the  old  Corporation  ? — Yes ; and  they  have  not  been  collected  since. 

5300.  For  what  cause  were  they  discontinued  ?— There  was  always  great  opposition, 
and  a great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  felt  about  them,  and  many  persons  were  endeavouring 
to  sell  their  corn  outside  the  walls,  in  order  to  evade  them,  and  the  Corporation  thought 
it  better  to  discontinue  them.  They  did  not  realize  much— only  about  £20  or  £30  a-year. 
Customs,  however,  continued  to  be  taken  up  to  a late  period. 

5301.  What  is  the  distinction  between  them?— Tolls  were  taken  in  kind,  so  much  out 
of  a barrel  of  corn ; but  customs  were  a pecuniary  charge. 

5302.  Were  they  collected  together? — They  were. 

5303.  Upon  the  same  article  ?— Tolls  related  to  corn ; customs  to  cattle  and  other  kinds 
of  merchandize. 

5304.  When  were  customs  abandoned? — In  the  year  1840. 

5305.  Were  the  tolls  ever  the  subject  of  legal,  proceedings  ?— They  were  ; but  it  was 
before  my  time,  and  I am  not  aware  what  conclusion  was  come  to. 

5306.  Then  there  is  no  revenue  derived  now  from  fairs  or  markets? — None. 

5307.  What  are  the  market  days  at  present ?— Wednesdays  and  Saturdays;  we  have 
given  up  the  Tuesday’s  market;  but  of  course  agricultural  produce  is  sold  every  day  about 
the  streets,  and  at  the  establishments  of  private  merchants. 
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5308.  What  public  markets  are  there?— None. 

5309.  Is  there  a public  market-house? — No  more  than  that  the  place  under  the  old 
Tholsel  is  considered  a market. 

5310.  Is  there  no  potato  market? — None,  except  the  streets. 

53H.  All  sales  take  place  in  the  streets  ?— Yes ; there  is  a small  place  for  vegetables 
fowl,  and  fish,  but  it  is  not  enclosed. 

5312.  I suppose  all  articles  are  weighed  at  the  private  stores?— They  are  weighed 
wherever  the  parties  choose. 

5313.  Are  there  any  public  beams  or  scales? — None,  except  the  scales  for  weighing 
potatoes,  the  property  of  the  Corporation. 

5314.  Is  there  a weighmaster  employed? — There  is  a person  who  superintends  the 
weighing. 

5315.  Does  lie  receive  a charge  for  weighing? — I believe  he  receives  some  trifle. 

5316.  Are  there  any  officers  connected  with  the  market  in  the  employment  of  the  Cor- 
poration ? — The  Mayor,  by  the  old  charter,  is  clerk  of  the  markets. 

5317.  Has  he  a deputy? — No. 

5318.  Have  you  no  sworn  weighmaster  ? — There  was  a weighmaster  appointed  by  the 
old  Corporation,  and  he  had  a place  where  he  weighed  some  things — chiefly  butter  and 
bacon,  I behove. 

5319.  Is  he  recognized  by  the  present  Corporation  ? — He  must  be  recognized  in  so  far 
as  the  old  Corporation  preserved  the  appointment,  and  he  cannot  be  removed. 

5320.  Was  he  appointed  general  weighmaster  for  the  town,  under  the  4th  of  Anne, 
c.  14  ? — I think  the  Act  under  which  he  was  appointed  was  the  52nd  George  III.,  c.  134. 

5321.  That  Act  refers  entirely  to  the  butter-market  ? — A weighmaster  has,  for  a great 
number  of  years,  been  appointed  in  this  town.  I could  go  back  as  far  as  the  year  1726 ; 
and  from  that  up  to  the  present  day  there  has  been  a weighmaster.  1 think,  now,  it  must 
have  been  under  the  Act  of  Anne  he  was  appointed. 

5322.  Are  you  alluding  to  the  weighmaster  who  holds  the  butter  crane  in  King-street? — 
Yes,  I am ; and  I believe  there  is  nothing  now  but  butter  weighed  there. 

5323.  Where  are  the  fairs  held  ?— With  the  exception  of  the  St.  John’s  Green  fairs,  they 
are  held,  generally,  through  the  city. 

5324.  Is  there  an  enclosed  fair-green  ? — No,  not  enclosed ; it  is  a large  open  space,  with 
cabins  around  it — in  fact,  a thoroughfare. 

5325.  Then  the  fairs  are  held  in  the  public  streets  ? — They  are. 

5326.  Under  the  present  system,  I suppose,  it  would  be  impossible  to  obtain  correct 
statistics  of  the  agricultural  produce,  or  cattle  sold  about  the  town  ? — I should  think  so. 

5327.  What  did  the  tolls  and  customs  produce  formerly? — About  £280  a year  at  the 
time  they  were  abolished. 

5328.  \\  ere  they  rented  ? — Previous  to  that  they  were  rented,  and  then  they  produced 
nearly  double  that  amount.  In  1817  they  were  let  for  £580 ; in  1816,  for  £500 : in  1815, 
for  £500 ; in  1814,  £550 ; and  in  1813,  £590.  They  were  not  at  that,  I can  find,  since  the 
year  from  the  29th  of  September,  1817,  to  the  29th  of  September,  1818. 

5329.  Is  all  agricultural  produce  here  sold  about  the  streets' ?— In  the  streets,  and  at 
the  merchants’  private  stores. 

5330.  And  potatoes  in  the  same  way? — Yes,  in  the  streets. 

5331.  Is  there  a butter-market  ? — No ; the  weighmaster  weighs,  but  does  not  inspect  it. 

5332.  Is  it  a private  market,  which  might  be  closed  to-morrow? — No,  I consider  it  a 
public  market ; the  weighmaster  is  appointed  by  the  Corporation,  and  I consider  he  is 
bound  to.  keep  it  open. 

5333.  Was  there  ever  a butter-market  held  under  the  52nd  of  George  III.  ?— There  was, 
in  Irishtown,  where  there  was  a separate  Corporation  formerly,  and  where  there  was  a 
butter-market  and  a butter-taster. 

5334.  Is  the  present  market  under  the  control  of  the  Corporation? — It  is  not. 

5335.  Is  the  house  the  property  of  the  Corporation  ? — It  is  not.  The  present  Corpora- 
tion went  to  some  expense  in  getting  up  a butter-market ; and  I believe  the  fact  was,  the 
people  did  not  bring  their  butter  to  that  market. 

5336.  Is  holding  the  fairs  and  markets  in  the  streets  considered  to  be  an  inconve- 
nience ? — To  private  citizens  I should  say  it  is ; but,  I believe,  people  in  business  consider 
it  an  advantage., 

5337.  Would  not  a market  in  a convenient  locality  possess  the  same  advantage? — I 
think  it  would ; but  I believe,  from  what  1 have  heard,  that  the  people  in  business  here 
would  prefer  having  the  fairs  held  in  the  streets. 

5338.  But  are  not  the  streets  blocked  up  ? — They  are,  of  course ; persons  cannot  con- 
veniently walk  through  them.  In  fact,  some  private-  individuals  will  not  stir  out  upon  a 
fair-day. 

5339.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  of  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  ? — I 
have  not;  myself,  directly  heard  them ; but  I should  imagine  that  there  are  complaints, 

5340.  You  consider  the  system  objectionable? — I consider  it  most  objectionable. 

534 1 . Have  the  Corporation  private  property  ? — They  have,  in  land  and  houses. 

5342.  Is  any  of  it  devoted  to  market  purposes  ? — No;  except  that  the  Corporation  pay 
rent  for  the  vegetable  market  to  the  representatives  of  the  late  Dr.  Adcock,  £40  a year. 

5343.  Was  he  the  proprietor  ? — A portion  of  it  was  originally  set  by  the  Corporation  to 

him,  and  he  having  the  adjoining  property,  reset  it  to  them,  together  with  some  additional 
property-  ....  . . 


KIL1CENNT, 
13tli  December,  18-02. 
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5344.  Does  llie  market  produce  any  revenue  ? — I believe  it  does  not  pay  the  rent. 

5345.  It  is  let  out  in  standings,  I suppose  ?— Yes ; people  going  in  there  pay  some  trifle 

for  accommodation.  , i ^ r . . , . 

5346.  Is  it  compulsory  upon  them  to  make  use  of  it  ? — Latterly  the  Mayor  insisted  upon 
parties  going  in  there,  very  much  to  their  dissatisfaction. 

5347.  Is  the  accommodation  sufficiently  large  ? — I think  so. 

5348.  What  rent  did  Dr.  Alcock  pay  to  the  late  Corporation  ? — I thing  6d.  a year ; but  I 
would  wish  to  observe  that  the  part  he  set  back  was  much  more  considerable  than  the  part 
set  to  him. 

5349.  When  was  that  lease  executed  ? — About  1810. 

5350.  When  did  the  Corporation  retake  it  from  him  ? — I think  about  1840. 

5351.  Did  he  lay  out  any  money  in  buildings  on  it? — Oh,  yes;  he  intended  to  fit  it  up 
for  butchers’  shambles ; and  he  did,  in  fact,  expend  money  upon  it. 

5352.  What  are  the  charges  in  that  market  now? — I believe  they  fluctuate. , I do  not 
think  there  is  any  standard.  It  is  undergoing  some  alteration  at  present.  _ There  is  a 
market  jury  sworn  here  at  every  assizes,  with  very  large  powers  to  inspect  victuals  and 
provisions.  There  is,  also,  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  appointed  by  the  Grand 

JU53’53.  How  have  the  new  fairs  succeeded  ?— Very  well,  indeed.  The  monthly  fairs  since 
1846  have  succeeded  uncommonly  well.  The  last  monthly  fair  here  was  very  nearly  as 

large  as  what  are  called  the  great  cattle  fairs. 

5354.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  where  all  agricultural  produce  would 
be  sold  and  weighed  under  the  superintendence  of  a sworn  weighmaster  ?— Decidedly ; I 
think  it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  the  town. 

5355.  Do  you  think  the  merchants,  generally,  would  object  to  buy  in  such  a market? — 
Well,  I do  not  think  they  could  do  so  with  any  fairness. 

5356.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — I think  it  would  be  a great  advantage. 

5357.  You  would  only  be  in  favour  of  such  a toll  as  would  support  a market  of  the  kind 
respectably  ? — Yes ; I think  that  would  be  just  fair. 

5358.  Would  it  not  be  one  great  advantage,  that  at  such  a market  you  could  obtain 
statistical  returns  of  the  quantity  sold,  and  the  average  price,  which,  -at  present,  would  be 
impossible  ? — Indeed  it  would. 

5359.  Are  there  many  stores  in  the  town  ? — There  are  a great  number. 

5360.  How  many  buyers  are  there  ? — I suppose  between  fifty  and  sixty. 

5361.  Are  there  people  called  sky-farmers  employed  here ? — There  are;  they  arc  called 
here  penny-buyers.  In  my  own  memory  I remember,  that  if  a person  wanted  to  buy  a sack 
of  oats,  he  could  get  it  at  the  Tholsel,  which  is  not  to  be  got  now.  1 hand  you,  as  a matter 
of  curiosity,  the  old  schedule  of  tolls  levied  formerly. 


A Table  of  the  Murage,  Tolls,  and  Customs 

Demanded  and  taken,  time  immemorial,  by  the  Mayor  and  Citizens  of  the  City  of  Kilkenny,  for  all 
Cattle,  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandizes,  bought  or  sold  in,  or  brought  into  the  said  city  to  be 
consumed  or  slaughtered,  by  foreigners,  and  usually  collected  at  the  gates  of  said  city. 


For  each  horse-load  of  timber  of  any  kind,  0 3 
For  every  horse-load  of  coals,  . .01) 

For  every  horse-load  of  fresh  or  shell  fish, 
of  all  kinds  whatsoever,  to  the  Mayor 
and  citizens,  . . • .03 

And  to  the  Recorder  for  the  same,  . 0 3 
For  each  horse-load  of  bread,  . .01 

For  every  car-load  of  dry  or  salt  fish,  . 0 6 
And  for  a lesser  quantity  of  dry  or  salt 

fish,  . . . . .03 

For  every  barrel  of  salted  herrings,  and 

in  proportion  for  a lesser  quantity,  . 0 1 1 

For  every  single  salmon,  a halfpenny  to 
the  Mayor  and  citizens,  and  the  like 
to  the  Recorder,  and  if  more  than  two 
and  no  more  than  four,  a penny  to  the 
Mayor  and  citizens,  and  a penny  to 
the  Recorder — a greater  quantity  to  be 
reputed  a load. 

For  every  load  of  slates,  hay,  or  straw,  . 0 1 
For  every  hundred- weight  of  butter,  and 
in  proportion  for  greater  or  lesser 
quantities,  . . . .01 

For  every  basket  of  fresh  butter,  one 
penny ; and  for  every  ten  pounds,  and 
for  a lesser  quantity',  a halfpenny. 

For  every  load  of  cheese,  feathers,  bark, 

wool,  fruit,  and  flocks,  . .03 

And  for  a lesser  quantity  . .02 

For  every  fresh  or  raw  hide,  . .01 

For  every  beef’s  tallow,  raw,  . .01 


s.  d. 

For  every  calf  skin,  sheep  skin,  or  three 

lambskins,  . . . . 0 0| 

For  every  barrel  of  wheat,  one  penny 
custom,  and  a toll  in  kind  of  a bowl  con- 
taining 4 lb.  4 oz.  weight,  and  so  in 
proportion  for  any  lesser  quantity. 

For  every  barrel  of  meal,  one  penny  cus- 
tom, and  a toll  in  kind  of  a bowl,  con- 
taining 3 lbs.  4 oz.  weight,  and  so  in 
proportion  for  every  lesser  quantity. 

For  every  barrel  of  barley,  one  penny 
custom, and  atoll  in  kindof  a bowl,  con- 
taining 3 lbs.  weight,  and  so  in  propor- 
tion for  every  lesser  quantity. 

For  every  barrel  of  oats,  one  penny  cus- 
tom, and  a toll  in  kind  of  a bowl,  con- 
taining 2 lbs.  13  oz.  weight,  and  so  in 
proportion  for  every  lesser  quantity. 

For  every  barrel  of  malt,  one  penny  cus- 
tom, and  a toll  in  kind  of  a bowl,  con- 
taining 2 lbs.  6|  oz.  weight,  and  so  in 
proportion  for  every  lesser  quantity. 


For  every  barrel  of  potatoes,  . .01 

For  all  small  bags  less  than  a barrel,  and 

not  less  than  a peck, . . . 0 0^ 

For  every  large  basket  of  fruit,  . 0 1 

Fer  every  churn  and  load  of  sour  milk, . 0 1 
For  every  horse-load  of  turnips,  and  other 
garden  herbs  and  vegetables, . .02 

For  every  rug g,  caddow,  or  pair  of  blan- 
kets, . . . . .01 
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s.  a. 

If  more  than  one,  . . .03 

For  every  load  of  merchants’ goods,  coming 
into  this  town  by  carriage,  . .03 

And  all  under,  . . . .02 

For  every  pedlar’s  pack,  or  box  of  mer- 
chants’ goods,  brought  to  town  for  sale,  0 2 
For  every  basket  of  live  fowl,  exceeding 
twelve  chickens,  six  cocks  or  hens,  two 
turkeys  or  geese,  and  not  amounting 


to  the  quantity  of  a lush,  . .01 

For  a kish  of  fowl  or  rabbits,  . .03 

For  every  carcase  of  beef  or  mutton,  . 0 1 
For  every  horse-load  of  beef  or  mutton,  0 3 
For  every  load  of  brogues,  . .01 


The  following  Customs  are  demanded  and  tal 
Markets 


s.  d. 

For  every  calf  or  pig,  when  sold,  . 0 1 

For  every  lamb  or  kid,  . . , 0 0| 

For  every  live  ox,  cow,  steer,  or  bullock, 

when  sold,  . . . .03 

For  every  waterman,  towards  the  repair 

of  the  slip,  quarterly,  . .10 

For  every  showman,  before  he  be  licensed 
by  the  Mayor,  . . . 21  0 


For  honey,  per  pottle,  a halfpenny,  and 
so  in  proportion  for  a greater  or  lesser 
quantity. 

Each  butcher  to  pay  annually  to  the  cus- 
tom-man a stone  of  tallow,  as  usual. 

For  every  load  of  hay  or  straw,  . 0 1 

n from  the  Hawkers,  and  for  Standings  in  the 

f said  City. 
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For  the  standing  of  every  brogue-maker,  0 3 
For  each  hawker  of  brogues,  . .02 

From  every  hawker  and  pedlar,  being 
an  inhabitant,  over  and  above  what  he 
pays  at  the  gates,  whether  he  has  a 
standing  erected  or  not,  . .01 

Customs 


And  for  such  who  are  not  inhabitants,  .02 
For  every  standing  for  meal,  butter, bread, 

salt,  fruit,  and  hats,  . . .01 

For  every  butcher’s  standing,  over  and 
above  gateage  and  other  dues,  . 0 3 
For  all  game  publicly  exposed  for  sale,  . 1 0 


the  Fairs. 


s.  d. 

For  every  booth  or  tent,  for  selling  ale  or 
merchandize,  . . .06 

For  hawkers  of  goods  having  no  standings,  0 3 
For  every  ox,  bull,  cow,  horse,  or  other 
beast  bought  or  sold,  . .03 


For  every  sheep,  pig,  yearling  calf  or 
goat,  when  sold,  . . .01 

For  every  lamb  or  kid,  . . . 0 0| 

For  every  two-year-old  calf,  . . 0 l£ 


John  Potter,  esq.,  examined. 

5362.  Do  you  reside  in  this  town  ? — I do. 

5363.  You  are  mayor  elect,  I believe  ? — I am. 

5364.  Are  you  in  the  corn  trade  ? — I am. 

5365.  The  corn  you  buy,  do  you  buy  it  at  your  own  stores,  or  in  the  streets  ?— At  my 
own  stores.  The  farmers  bring  the  loads  of  corn  to  the  most  convenient  place  in  the  street, 
and  they  go  with  the  people  who  are  called  penny  buyers,  to  the  stores  of  the  different- 
merchants  with  samples. 

5366.  The  transactions  between  the  merchant  and  the  farmer  do  not  take  place  direct? 
—In  some  cases  they  take  place  direct,  but  much  more  through  the  penny  buyers,  because 
the  farmer  cannot  escape  them. 

5367.  How  do  they  meet  the  farmers  ?— They  meet  them  coming  into  town,  and  take 
the  sample  from  them,  often  against  their  will.  They  persuade  the  farmers  to  go  to  what- 
ever place  they  are  best  paid  in,  or  whatever  is  most  convenient. 

5368.  By  whom  are  they  paid?— By  the  buyers;  hut  I think  some  of  them,  whenever 
they  can,  will  take  money  from  the  sellers.  I have  seen  them  generally  working  against 
the  buyers  when  the  samples  are  brought. 

5369.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  well  to  get  rid  of  that  class  of  people?— Indeed  I do 
I would  prefer  a market  open  to  all  buyers  and  sellers,  although  it  would  be  my  own 
interest  not  to  have  it  so,  because  I have  stores  here  in  the  centre  of  the  market. 

5370.  Do  you  weigh  the  corn  at  your  own  stores? — I do. 

5371.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing?— I weigh  in  sacks,  standing  beam. 

5372.  What  is  your  smallest  weight  ? — One  pound. 

5373.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound  ? — I do. 

5374.  What  do  you  deduct  for  beamage? — Four  pounds  to  the  barrel  upon  every 
description  of  corn,  twenty  stone  of  wheat,  sixteen  stone  of  barley,  and  fourteen  stone  of 
oats. 

5375.  Do  you  deduct  the  actual  tare  of  the  sack? — Yes. 

5376.  Do  you  pay  for  odd  pounds?— I do. 

5377-  Is  that  the  custom  of  the  town? — It  is. 

5378.  Is  the  system  you  describe  _ the  general  system  of  the  market  ?— It  is,  with 
respectable  buyers.  I think ; but  there  is  a class  of  dealers  of  whom  I often  hear  complaiuts, 
whether  well  founded  or  not. 

5379.  Do  you  consider  that  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  is  objectionable,  as  offering 
facilities  to  any  person  who  chooses  to  commit  fraud  ? — I think,  as  a general  rule,  it  is, 
because  it  injures  the  market  very  much  when  the  seller  has  not  confidence  in  the  buyer; 
and  if  one  or  two  act  unfairly,  it  injures  the  whole  market. 

5380.  In  fact,  under  the  present  system,  persons  of  no  character,  and  without  scruples, 
could  defraud  the  farmer  ? — With  the  greatest  ease,  unless  the  farmer  had  weighed  his 
corn  before. 

5381.  If  a person  were  not  scrupulous  in  weighing  ho  could  afford  to  give  a higher  price 
than  you  ? — Much  higher,  of  course. 

5382.  W ould  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  in  a convenient  locality,  with  sufficient 

2 N 
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accommodation,  and  under  the  superintendence  of  sworn  weighmasters,  and  obliging  all 
agricultural  produce  to  be  weighed  and  sold  there? — I would.  I think  by  the  present 
system  great  injury  is  done  both  to  the  buyer  and  the  seller.  I think  it  would  be  a protec- 
tion to  the  honest  buyer  and  the  seller. 

5383.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — I would. 

5384.  Would  you  think  it  a good  plan  to  sell  everywhere  by  the  stone  of  fourteen  pounds? 
I think  it  is  more  simple  to  sell  by  the  barrel,  and  you  can  give  a close  price. 

5385.  There  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  you  from  going  to  an  eighth  ? — Buyers  would 
be  rather  inclined  to  avoid  it  in  making  up  their  accounts. 

5386.  It  would  be  made  up  in  a public  market  by  the  clerk.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of 
weio-hino-  everywhere  standing  beam,  with  one  pound  weight,  as  you  do,  and  abolishing  all 
deductions  of  beamage,  leaving  the  buyer  to  regulate  his  prices  accordingly  ? — I think  it 
would  be  more  simple  not  to  have  any  beamage. 

5387.  Is  not  the  system  of  making  these  deductions  an  oncouragemcnt  to  parties  to  bring 
in  their  corn  in  a slovenly  state  ? — 1 do  not  think  it  has  that  effect.  I think  some  parties 
would  bring  in  their  corn  in  a careless  way  in  any  case. 

5388.  But  if  it  is  brought  in  in  the  cleanest  possible  state,  you  still  deduct  the  beamage  ? 
— Yes;  there  is  one  beamage  for  all. 

5389.  Do  you  deduct  beamage  upon  the  net  weight  of  the  corn,  or  upon  the  weight  of 
the  com  and  the  bags  ? — Upon  the  gross  weight 

5390.  So  that  the  bags  pay  beamage  also  ? — Yes. 

5391.  Would  it  not  be  very  desirable  to  obtain  correct  statistical  returns  in  a general 

market  ? It  would  be  very  useful.  This  town  has  been  very  backward  for  want  of  a public 

market ; being  in  a worse  situation  than  other  towns,  it  has  suffered  by  that  reason. 

5392.  Do  you  think  the  charge  should  be  only  sufficient  to  provide  proper  accommoda- 
tion ? I think  so.  It  would  be  impossible  to  have  well-regulated  markets  unless  you  had 

proper  persons  to  superintend  them. 

5393.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  would  not  gladly  pay  a small  toll  to  get  such  accommoda- 
tion ? — I have  no  doubt  they  would. 

5394.  Have  you  any  thing  to  do  with  the  fail's? — No ; except  that  I know  the  new  fairs 
have  succeeded  beyond  the  highest  expectation ; and  when  the  Corporation  were  establishing 
these  fairs,  they  went  to  very  great  trouble  and  expense,  and  got  all  the  information  they 
could  acquire  from  the  merchants  and  the  sellers ; and  from  that  information  it  was  con- 
sidered desirable  to  have  the  fairs  in  the  town,  because  there  are  four  other  fairs  held  in 
the  suburbs  of  the  town. 

5395.  But  provided  it  was  in  a convenient  locality,  would  it  not  be  better,  as  a principle, 
to  have  every  fair  held  in  a proper  fair-green,  instead  of  on  the  highway  ? — I think  it  would 
be  better  for  the  people  having  business  concerns  in  the  town  that  they  should  be  held 
there. 

5396.  But  there  are  other  people  besides  those,  and  do  you  not  consider  it  a great 
inconvenience  to  the  public  ? — It  has  not  been  complained  of.  The  people  in  the  centre 
of  the  town  pay  the  highest  rent,  and  they  should,  I think,  be  accommodated. 

5397.  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage,  that  in  a proper  fair-green  you  could  see  the  whole 

fair  at  a glance,  instead  of  having,  as  in  some  places,  to  go  a mile  from  one  place  to  the 
other  ? It  would ; but  I know  there  is  a prejudice  against  removing  either  markets  or  fairs. 


Mr.  John  Callanan  examined. 

5398.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Kilkenny. 

5399.  You  keep  a hotel  ? — Yes. 

5400.  Do  you  buy  corn  ? — I do. 

5401.  Where  do  you  buy  it? — It  generally  is  brought  into  me  by  the  penny  buyers,  and 
weighed  in  my  yard. 

5402.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing?— I never  weigh  less  than  seven  pounds  down 
weight,  and  no  beamage. 

5403.  Do  you  require  the  sack  to  strike  the  ground? — Ido. 

5404-  If  there  were  seven  pounds  half  way  down  would  you  throw  it  out? — Not  if  it 
went  down  at  all ; if  it  turns  at  all  I do  not  throw  it  out. 

5405.  But  if  there  were  seven  pounds  standing  beam  would  you  throw  it  out  ? — Yes, 
I would. 

5406.  Then  you  take  seven  pounds  beamage  instead  of  four  pounds  ? — If  parties  wish 
me  to  weigh  with  small  weights  I would  do  it.  I think  it  all  comes  to  the  very  same  thing, 
it  would  not  make  2d.  difference  in  ten  barrels. 

5407.  Do  you  buy  corn  for  Mr.  Bianconi  ? — I do. 

5408.  What  quantity  do  you  buy  in  the  course  of  the  year  ? — I think  about  £2,000  worth. 

5409.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market? — I would;  and  in  favour  of  standing 
beam,  and  no  beamage,  and  weighing  to  the  pound. 

5410  If  a person  choose  to  act  fraudulently,  there  is  no  check  upon  him  by  the  present' 
system? — Not  unless  the  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  catches  him,  there  is  no  check 
in  the  world. 

5411.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures? — I would ; 
the  simpler  things  are  the  better. 

5412.  Do  you  think  the  farmer  would  object  to  pay  a small  toll,  just  sufficient  to  support 
such  a market?— I do  not  think  they  would  object ; I am  sure  it  would  be  for  their  good.  . 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


275 


Mr.  Patrick  Shea  examined. 

5413.  Do  you  buy  corn  largely  in  this  town?— I do. 

5414.  Do  you  make  use  of  penny  buyers? — I do. 

5415.  Do  you  pay  them  ? — Yes. 

5416.  Are  they  also  paid  by  the  farmer  ? — Scarcely  in  one  case  out  of  a hundred. 

5417.  Do  you  deduct  it  from  the  farmer? — No. 

5418.  I suppose  you  take  it  into  calculation  in  fixing  the  prices  ? — No';  I think  the  farmer 
loses  nothing  by  it. 

5419.  Do  you  weigh  at  your  own  stores? — I do. 

5420.  Do  you  weigh  in  the  same  manner  as  Mr.  Potter  has  described  ? — I do. 

542 1 . Do  you  deduct  bcamage  both  upon  the  com  and  upon  the  sack  ? — I do  ; that  is  the 
custom  of  the  town. 

5422.  Do  you  make  any  charge  to  the  farmer  for  weighing  or  porterage  ? — No. 

5423.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — I think  it  would  be  a great  incon- 
venience to  the  city. 

5424.  Why  ?— Because  we  have  regular  corn  stores  established  and  men  employed,  and 
a large  supply  of  corn  coming  here  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays;  and  I am  certain  that  if  the 
corn  on  Saturday  were  brought  to  a general  market  to  be  weighed,  it  would  not  be  finished 
in  three  days. 

5425.  Is  tliis  market  as  largo  as  Cork  ? — I do  not  know ; I never  was  in  Cork. 

5426.  They  weigh  all  the  corn  there  in  a few  hours.  What  check  is  there  upon  the  buyer 
if  he  chooses  to  defraud  the  farmer? — No  check  at  present. 

5427.  Might  not  the  farmer  lose  a great  deal,  and  the  weight  be  quite  correct  ? — Well, 
he  might ; but  I have  seen  more  fraud  practised  in  a public  market  than  would  be  in 
Kilkenny  in  six  months.  I have  seen  the  weighmaster  cheating  the  farmer. 

5428.  But  a dishonest  weighmaster  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  system.  Then  you  would 
not  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — I think  several  largely  in  the  trade  would  be  greatly 
opposed  to  it. 

5429.  Although  weighing  may  be  very  fair  to  the  eye  of  the  farmer,  the  person  entering 
the  quantity  may  be  playing  a trick  ? — He  may. 

5430.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  frauds  in  private  weighing  ? — I have  heard  of  them,  but 
•never  saw  any. 

5431.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage,  instead  of  employing  penny  buyers  hawk- 
ing the  corn  about,  for  buyers  and  sellers  to  meet  at  a certain  hour,  a bell  to  ring,  and 
business  to  begin ; would  it  not  create  competition  ? — There  is  enough  of  competition  as 
it  is. 

5432.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ?— I think  the  present  system  seems  to  please  every  one  ; but  I would  have  no 
objection. 

5433.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  beamage  ? — It  would  be  no  loss  to  the  buyer. 

5434.  But  would  you  be  in  favour  of  it  ? — I would  have  no  objection. 

Richard  Sullivan,  esq.,  examined. 

5435.  I believe  you  are  a magistrate  for  the  city? — I am. 

5436.  Are  you  in  the  corn  trade  ? — I am. 

5437.  Do  you  buy  largely  ? — Pretty  largely. 

5438.  Do  you  buy  about  the  streets  and  at  your  own  stores  ? — Yes,  by  sample. 

5439.  Is  your  system  of  weighing  the  same  as  Mr.  Potter  has  described? — I weigh  stand- 
ing beam,  just  a turn,  weigh  to  the  pound,  and  deduct  four  pounds  beamage  on  the  barrel 
of  every  kind  of  grain, 

5440.  And  the  actual  tare  of  the  empty  sack  ? — Yes. 

5441.  Do  you  pay  for  odd  pounds? — Certainly. 

5442.  You  do  not  deduct  beamage  on  the  sack? — No;  the  weight  of  the  sack  is  first 
deducted,  and  then  four  pounds  to  the  barrel- 

5443.  That  is  not  the  system  we  have  heard  mentioned  before  ? — That  is  what  I practise. 

5444.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market? — I think,  if  practicable,  it  would  be 
beneficial. 

5445.  Would  it  not  be  a protection  to  the  farmer  and  to  the  honest  trader  ? — Decidedly. 

5446.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures? — Certainly  ; 
I have  been  examined  upon  that  subject  before  in  a very  high  court,  and  I gave  that  as  my 
opinion. 

5447-  And  an  uniform  system  of  weighing  to  the  pound,  standing  beam,  abolishing  all 
deductions,  and  regulating  prices  accordingly  ? — The  custom  before  beamage  was  agreed 
upon,  was  to  weigh  with  what  was  called  the  fall  of  the  beam,  which  was  subject  to  a great 
deal  of  fraud;  because,  sometimes,  when  three  or  four  pounds  would  bring  the  side  in  which 
the  corn  weighed  to  the  ground,  probably  seven  pounds,  according  to  the  caprice  of  the 
person  at  the  scales  were  required. 

5448.  W ould  it  not  be  better  to  abolish  beamage  altogether,  and  call  things  by  their  right 
names  ? — I think  it  would. 

5449.  Would  it  not  bo  a great  advantage,  that  in  a public  market,  we  could  get  the  pro- 
per statistics  of  the  country  ? — For  statistical  purposes  it  would  certainly  be  very  useful,  and 
indeed  for  the  general  purposes  of  trade. 

5450.  Do  you  know  of  any  frauds  committed  upon  the  formers? — Certainly,  I do. 
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5451.  Did  you  ever  hear  complaints  of  the  system  of  private  weighing  ?— An  occurrence 
took  place  within  the  last  few  days,  in  which  wheat  was  sold  by  a certain  party— L do  not 
know  exactly  the  quantity,  but  it  was  not  large,  a few  barrels  only;  the  seller  and  the  buyer 
differed,  and  the  corn  was  brought  to  my  store,  and  on  the  quantity  there  was  an  increase 


5452  There  is  no  check,  in  fact?— None,  but  the  vigilance  of  the  seller.  In  the  case  I 
mentioned,  it  was  a woman  who  accompanied  the  corn,  and  she  was  judicious  enough  to 
take  the  weight  down.  On  that  weight  there  was  an  increase,  m ray  place,  of  live  stone. 
There  is  a sort  of  legerdemain  in  handling  the  scales. 


Mr.  Theophilus  Little  examined. 

5453.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — About  two  and  arhalf  miles  from  this  town. 

5454.  Are  you  a farmer? — Yes. 

5455.  How  many  acres  of  land  do  you  hold? — About  300  acres. 

5456.  Do  you  sell  in  this  town? — I do. 

5457.  Would  you,  as  a farmer,  bo  in  favour  of  such  a general  market  as  has  been 
described  ? — I would. 

5458.  Would  you  object  to  pay  a reasonable  charge  for  such  a market? — I would  not. 

5459.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a uniform  system  of  dealing  over  the  whole  country  in 
weights  and  measures  ? — I would. 

5460.  Would  you  approve  of  abolishing  beamage,  and  weighing  standing  beam  to  the 
pound  ? — I would ; I consider  beamage  a great  nuisance. 

5461.  Do  you  consider  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  stores  objectionable  ?— I do. 

5462.  Do  you  think  farmers  in  general  would  bo  in  favour  of  a public  market? — Indeed 
I think  they  would. 

5463.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  frauds  practised  in  private  weighing  ?— I did ; I heard  many 
of  the  farmers  say  they  did  not  get  good  weight ; I often  sold  in  private  myself,  and  I think 
I got  fair  dealing. 

5464.  But  you  object  to  the  system  ? — I do. 

5465.  Would  you  prefer  an  enclosed  fair-green,  in  a convenient  place,  to  the  public 
streets  ?— I would ; and  I think  it  a great  hardship  to  both  buyer  and  seller  to  have  the  fair 
as  it  is  in  this  town.  The  place  is  so  thronged,  you  have  hardly  room  to  stir,  and  can 
scarcely  mind  your  commodities. 

5466.  Do  you  sell  butter  ? — Ido. 

5467-  Is  it  inspected  where  you  sell  it? — It  is,  at  Mr.  Smithwick’s. 

5468.  The  whole  transaction  takes  place  in  private  ?— It  does. 

5469-  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a public  market,  and  have  the  inspection  done  by  a sworn 
taster  and  weighmaster  ? — Decidedly. 

5470.  Is  it  by  weight  or  lump  you  sell? — So  much  a hundred- weight,  and  four  pounds 
taken  off  every  six  stone,  and  lOcZ.  cooperage.  _ 

5471.  Is  there  any  charge  for  weighing  and  inspecting  ? — No. 

5472.  Is  the  classification  of  the  butter  satisfactory  to  the  farmer  in  all  cases? — I think 
good  butter  always  gets  its  merits. 

5473.  But  does  not  the  buyer,  decide  every  thing  ? — He  does ; but  the  farmer  is  well 
aware  of  what  he  has  a right  to  get. 

5474.  When  it  is  second  quality,  what  charge  does  the  buyer  make  ? — ne  generally  takes 
off  1 Os.  a hundred- weight  difference,  or  5s.  a hundred-weight,  according  as  they  agree. 

5475.  Is  beamage  deducted  upon  the  gross  weight  ? — It  is. 

5476.  Would  it  not  be  much  better  to  abolish  all  deductions,  buy  according  to  quality, 

and  let  the  whole  transaction  take  place  in  a public  market? — I think  it  would  be  much 
better.  _ _ .. 

5477-  Are  you  aware  of  any  frauds  having  been  practised  by  the  buyers  at  their  private 
stores,  either  in  inspecting  or  weighing  ? — I am  not. 

5478.  Have  you  ever  known  any  difference  between  the  inspection  of  different  persons, 
one  person  marking  the  butter  second  quality,  while  another  marks  it  first? — I have  seen 
such  instances. 

5479.  Do  you  consider  that  the  way  in  which  the  butter  market  is  conducted  at  Kilkenny 
is  injurious  to  it  ? — I never  heard  any  complaints,  except  beamage  and  cooperage. 

5480.  But  do  not  people  go  elsewhere,  who  would  come  here  if  there  were  a general 
market? — I went  to  other  places  myself,  because  I was  not  paid  for  overweight ; but  since 
the  new  Corporation  came  in,  I am  paid  for  them.  If  the  quantity  was  more  than  three 
quarters,  I was  not  paid  for  the  overweight. 

5481  Is  that  the  system  now  ? — No,  we  are  now  paid  for  every  pound. 

Mr.  Martin  Coghlan  examined. 

5482.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — At  Kilmanagh,  near  Kilkenny. 

5483.  Do  you  farm  largely  ?— Two  hundred  acres. 

5484.  Do  you  sell  in  this  market  ? — Sometimes ; we  have  to  complain  of  the  high 
beamage  charged,  which  makes  us  go  to  other  markets.  I think  it  lowers  the  character  of 
the  butter  market,  and  drives  us  all  to  Clonmel,  Garrick,  and  Waterford,  where  there  are 
public  markets,  and  only  two  pounds  beamage  and  3d.  for  casks,  while  we  have  four  pounds 
beamage  and  10 d.  for  casks,  which  makes  a difference  of  2s.  1 d.  on  every  firkin. 
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5485.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a public  market,  where  all  the  butter  would  be 
inspected  and  weighed  before  sale  ? — I think  it  would  be  very  much  to  the  advantage  of 
the  town,  and  would  make  it  a first-rate  butter-market. 

' 5486.  Would  it  not  prevent  any  possibility  of  suspicion  regarding  the  weighmaster  ? I 

think  it  would  have  that  effect. 

5487.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a public  market  for  corn  and  other  articles  of  agricul- 
tural produce  ? — I would. 

5488.  Would  you  object  to  pay  a small  toll  sufficient  to  support  such  a market? No, 

nor  do  I think  the  farmers,  generally,  would  ; however,  they  have  not  so  much  to  complain 
as  of  butter. 

5489.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  ? — Certainly, 
all  over  Ireland. 

5490.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions  ? — I would. 

5491.  With  regard  to  fairs,  do  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  hold  fairs  in  the  public 
streets  or  in  an  enclosed  fair-green  ? — I think  an  enclosed  fair-green  would  be  a great 
advantage  here.  If  you  have  a lot  of  cattle  here  when  the  drivers  are  driving  out  large 
stocks  early  in  the  day  they  make  such  a tremendous  bustle  in  the  town  that  you  would 
require  a great  many  hands  to  keep  the  cattle  together.  I had  seven  strippers  here  three 
years  ago,  and  there  was  such  a rush  that  I lost  a cow,  and  never  got  it  since,  and  lost 
money  in  searching  for  her.  If  I was  a buyer  I would  not  like  the  street  at  all,  for  one 
cannot  see  what  are  bought. 

5492.  Then,  as  a farmer,  you  think  sales  ought  to  take  place  in  an  enclosed  fair-green  ? 
— -Not  the  least  doubt  of  it ; I think  the  shopkeepers,  except  about  twenty  publicans, 
would  also  approve  of  it.  The  cattle  at  the  fairs  are  so  wedged  together  that  people  have 
scarcely  room  to  go  through. 

5493.  Would  you  object  to  pay  a small  toll  for  a standing  in  a properly  enclosed  fair- 
green  ? — I would  not. 

5494.  Do  you  think  the  farmers,  generally,  would  object  to  it  ? — I think  not. 

5495.  Do  you  think  the  monthly  fairs  would  have  been  as  well  established  if  they  had 
been  held  in  a fair-green  ? — I cannot  say  so. 

5496.  Do  you  ever  find  any  difference  in  the  qualification  of  butter  by  the  different 
buyers? — I do,  10s.  a hundred-weight. 

5497.  That  arises  from  the  want  of  a proper  market? — It  does. 

5498.  Is  there  a sufficient  quantity  of  butter  made  in  this  neighbourhood  to  support  a 
public  market  ? — Indeed  there  is. 

Mr.  John  Hickey  examined. 

5499.  Are  you  a farmer  ? — I am. 

5500.  Would  you  bo  in  favour  of  a general  market? — I would. 

S 5501.  And  have  every  thing  sold  and  weighed  in  that  market  under  the  superintendence 
of  sworn  weiglimasters  ? — Yes,  I think  it  the  better  way. 

5502.  Would  you  prefer  having  the  fairs  held  where  they  are  in  place  of  being  removed 
to  a properly  enclosed  fair-green  ?— With  regard  to  my  own  convenience  I would  not,  but 
for  the  general  good  it  would  be  better.  I beg  to  remark,  that  if  there  were  a fair-eve  held 
before  each  of  the  monthly  fairs,  as  is  the  case  with  other  fairs,  I think  it  would  be  a great 
convenience.  In  consequence  of  having  no  fair-eve  at  the  monthly  fairs,  pigs,  sheep,  and 
cows  are  all  for  sale  in  one  day,  whereas,  if  there  were  a fair-eve,  it  would  be  a great  con- 
venience, for  two  reasons — first,  if  pigs  were  sold  the  day  before,  it  would  enable  parties 
soiling  them  to  lay  out  the  money  in  stock  next  day ; and  second,  that  if  the  fair-eve 
were  held  there  might  be  a space  in  another  part  of  the  town  if  people  wished  to  put 
sheep  or  other  stock  there,  not  to  have  sheep  and  cows  all  together. 

Richard  Sullivan,  esq. — The  suggestion  made  now  with  regard  to  a fair-eve  being  held 
I think  very  advisable,  and  it  would  be  very  useful.  All  over  the  country,  where  fairs  are 
held,  a fair  for  fat  pigs  is  held  the  eve  before  it,  and  it  is  a great  public  convenience, 
besides,  as  Mr.  Hickey  has  said,  that  it  supplies  the  farmers,  who  want  to  buy  stock  with 
means  of  coming  into  the  large  fairs  held  the  next  day.  There  is  only  one  objection  to  it 

the  patent  is  only  for  a certain  day,  the  first  Thursday  in  every  month ; aud  whether 
the  protection  of  that  patent  would  extend  to  sales  upon  the  fair-eve  I am  not  quite  clear. 
Wednesday  being  the  market-day,  I should  say  it  would.  That  being  the  case,  I ani 
decidedly  of  opinion,  from  experience  and  from  having  consulted,  every  fair-day,  with  parties 
interested  in  it,  that  it  would  be  very  beneficial  to  hold  a fair-eve  for  fat  pigs. 

Mr.  Martin  Davis  examined. 

5503.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  John-street,  Kilkenny. 

5504.  Are  you  a farmer  ? — I used  to  farm  a great  deal,  but  not  much  now. 

5505.  Would  you  lie  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — I would  ; I think  it  would  be  the 
fairest  thing  possible. 

5506.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  would  object  to  pay  a small  toll  for  such  a market  ? I 

believe  they  would  not  like  any  change,  but  when  it  was  for  their  good  they  would  comply. 
They  would  not  like  to  pay  any  thing  bringing  revenue  to  the  Corporation.  Of  course  I 
refer  entirely  to  a market  which  would  merely  support  itself,  and  no  more.  I do  not  think 
they  would  object  to  that. 
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■278  FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 

5507.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  assimilating  the  weights  and  measures  over  the  whole 
country,  and  abolishing  beamage  ? — I would,  indeed ; I think  beamage  a great  imposition. 
Whatever  a man  sells  he  has  a right  to  be  paid  for,  and  particularly  in  the  butter  trade. 
There  is  a place  in  this  city  for  selling  butter  in  small  parcels  of  twenty  pounds,  thirty  pounds, 
and  forty  pounds,  and  I do  not  think  there  is  a greater  sink  of  iniquity  in  the  world  than 
that  place.  I happened  some  time  ago  to  be  a market  juror,  and  I had  to  go  to  that  place, 
and  I never  saw  such  imposition.  I had  to  bring  two  or  three  parties  who  weighed  the 
butter  there  before  the  mayor.  There  was  a woman  who  sold  what  she  stated  was  fourteen 
pounds  of  butter,  and  when  the  man  came  to  pay  her  he  would  only  pay  for  eleven  pounds. 
I brought  him  before  the  mayor,  and  she  was  proved  to  be  right,  and  he  was  made  pay  the 
difference.  I often  saw  the  men  all  drunk  there,  so  that  it  was  quite  impossible  to  get 
any  thing  weighed.  When  they  get  a crock  of  butter  to  cut  they  throw  it  into  a large  box, 
and  the  poor  women  cannot  make  out  which  is  their  own. 

5508.  Then  you  would  be  hi  favour  of  a general  market  for  the  purpose  ? — I would, 
indeed.  With  respect  to  the  manner  of  selling  the  firkin  of  butter,  I think  it  is  open  to 
great  imposition.  I can  tell  you  an  occurrence  which  happened  to  me  a few  years  ago. 
I sent  two  firkins  of  butter  to  the  market  to  be  sold,  and  they  were  sold  at  Kilkenny,  and 
the  firkins  taken  off  and  the  butter  examined  in  every  way.  and  a price  fixed  as  first  quality, 
and  a ticket  given  by  the  person  who  brought  it  to  my  man.  I did  not  send  for  the  money 
until  the  next  day,  and  when  I sent  for  it  I got  for  answer  that  I could  not  be  paid  the 
amount,  as  the  butter  was  only  second  quality,  and  I must  submit  to  a reduction  of  10s.  a 
hundred-weight.  I refused  to  submit  to  it,  and  I sent  my  man  for  the  butter,  and  he  came 
back  and  said  I would  not  get  it ; that  I should  submit  to  the  decision  of  the  public  taster. 

5509.  Who  was  the  public  taster  ? — I think  there  was  a public  taster  at  the  time ; a man 
named  Whelan. 

5510.  Is  that  many  years  ago? — I believe  six  or  seven  years  ago.  I would  not  submit, 
and  I told  my  man  to  take  over  a car,  and  that  I would  follow  him,  and  either  get  the 
money  or  the  butter.  When  I was  going  over  I met  my  man  coming  back  with  the  butter, 
and  I brought  it  home.  At  home  there  was  an  old  collier  loading  coals,  and  when  he 
heard  the  matter  he  said,  if  I intrusted  the  butter  to  him  he  would  take  it  to  Castlecomer, 
and  get  me  more  money  for  it.  I gave  him  the  butter,  and  he  took  it  there,  and  next  day 
brought  me  home  7 6s.  for  it,  that  was  4s.  a hundred-weight  more  than  the  prico  originally 
agreed  on  in  Kilkenny. 

5511.  To  whom  was  it  sold  ? — To  the  very  same  man  who  bought  it  in  Kilkenny.  About 
five  weeks  after  I happened  to  go  into  the  gentleman’s  office  for  other  business,  and  when 
I was  going  away  he  said  he  was  very  sorry  there  was  any  difference  about  the  butter.  I 
said  it  was  no  matter,  and  that  I had  gained  by  it ; that  I sent  it  to  Castlecomer  by  a 
collier,  and  got  4s.  more  for  it.  “ Whom  did  you  sell  it  to  ?”  said  he.  “ To  Mr.  Such-a- 
one’s  man,”  said  I,  “ of  Kilkenny.” 

5512.  Then  you  would  have  lost  14s.  if  you  had  submitted  to  the  cut  ? — I would. 

5513.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  enclosed  fair-green,  where  a small  charge  would  be 
paid  for  standings  ? — I think  it  would  be  a great  improvement. 

Mr.  Potter  re-examined. — I wish  to  contradict  a mistake  in  part  of  my  evidence.  The 
weight  of  the  empty  bags  is  deducted  first,  and  the  beamage  after. 

Mr.  Daniel  Cullen  examined. 

5514.  You  are  Mayor  of  Kilkenny  ? — I am. 

5515.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — I would,  for  corn  and  butter,  and 
all  agricultural  produce. 

5516.  Under  a sworn  weighmaster  ? — Yes. 

5517.  And  oblige  all  agricultural  produce  to  be  sold  there  ? — Yes. 

5518.  Do  you  think  the  farmers,  generally,  would  object  to  pay  a sufficient  toll  to  keep 
up  such  a market  respectably  ? — I think  they  would  not. 

5519.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  ? — Certainly. 

5520.  Weighing  standing  beam  to  the  pound,  and  abolishing  all  deductions? Certainly. 

5521.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  fairs  removed  to  a public  enclosed  fair- 
green  ? — There  is  a great  deal  of  difference  upon  that  point.  An  enclosed  place  would  be 
preferable  for  a great  many  reasons,  but  if  the  establishment  of  new  fairs  had  been  left  to 
an  enclosed  place,  I think  we  would  never  see  them. 

5522.  But  now  that  they  are  established  would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  them  removed 
to  an  enclosed  fair-green  in  a convenient  locality  ? — If  it  were  sufficiently  near  ; but  I think 
if  there  were  some  arrangements  come  to,  by  which  the  other  markets  would  be  separated 
from  them,  the  inconvenience  now  complained  of  would  not  be  felt  so  much. 

5523.  As  a general  rule,  do  you  think  the  public  street  a proper  place  to  hold  sales? 

The  answer  I gave  first  will  apply  to  that — if  a convenient  place  were  got,  an  enclosed  fair 
would  be  preferable. 

Mr.  Henry  Macreary  examined. 

5524.  Do  you  reside  in  Kilkenny  ? — Yes,  near  Kilkenny. 

5525.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a solicitor,  and  I am  weighmaster,  appointed  by 
the  old  Corporation,  in  1841. 

5526.  Under  what  Act  of  Parliament  ? — I do  not  know. 
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5527.  Did  you  receive  a legal  appointment? — Yes;  at  a public  meeting  of  the  Corpo- 
ration. My  father  was  the  former  weighmaster. 

5528.  Did  he  receive  any  compensation  from  Government  ? — I do  not  think  he  did. 

5529.  Who  was  the  person  appointed  under  the  52nd  George  III.,  who  received  compen- 
sation in  1829  ? — A person  named  John  Whelan,  who  was  appointed  by  the  Corporation 
of  Irislitown,  a totally  distinct  and  separate  body  from  the  Corporation  of  Kilkenny. 

5530.  During  the  time  your  father  held  the  appointment  was  there  any  other  weighmaster 
in  Kilkenny  ? — There  was  not. 

5531.  Was  it  only  to  the  butter  market  you  were  appointed  ? — I conclude  it  was  only 
to  the  butter  market ; I never  exercised,  nor  did  my  father,  any  other  privileges. 

5532.  Is  the  butter  market  private  property  ? — The  buildings  on  it  are  private  property, 

5533.  Was  there  any  scale  of  charges  laid  down  by  the  Corporation? No  ; but  there 

was  a scale  posted  up  in  the  crane,  which  was  the  scale  I followed. 

5534.  Who  fixed  them  ? — I should  suppose  my  father  did. 

5535.  What  were  these  charges  ? — Three  pence  for  thirty  pounds  of  butter  ; 2 d.  for  tep 
pounds ; 1 \d.  for  nine  pounds  ; Icl.  for  three  pounds ; and  \d.  for  two  pounds. 

5536.  Is  it  a charge  for  inspecting  or  weighing  ? — For  weighing. 

5537.  Is  it  quite  voluntary  to  make  use  of  the  market  ? — Quite  voluntary. 

5538.  Are  there  any  firkins  sold  there  ? — None ; if  butter  is  sold  by  weight  outside  the 
market,  I have  the  power  of  summoning  the  parties  before  the  mayor  and  fining  them  half- 
a-crown. 

5539.  Yes ; but  if  you  are  Continued  under  the  52nd  Geo.  III.,  you  are  bound  to  the 
charges  under  it,  and  you  are  bound  to  provide  an  inspector.  By  what  Act  have  you  the 
power  of  summoning  parties  ? — By  the  25th  Geo.  II.,  c.  15. 

5540.  Did  you  take  the  oath  of  office  ? — Yes ; I was  sworn  before  the  Mayor  of  Kilkenny, 
to  act  fairly. 

5541.  Was  it  a written  oath? — It  was ; as  well  as  I can  recollect. 

5542.  Do  you  perform  your  duties  by  deputy  ? — Yes. 

5543.  Is  the  deputy  sworn  ? — He  is  not ; the  former  deputy  was  the  man  of  whom  Mr. 
Davis  complained.  He  was  summoned  before  the  Mayor,  and  I investigated  the  case  myself, 
and  found  he  was  wrong,  and  I dismissed  him.  No  complaints,  whatever,  have  been  made 
against  the  present  man. 

5544.  May  persons  sell  outside  your  market  and  not  be  obliged  to  go  in  ? — Certainly. 

5545.  It  is  quite  voluntary  with  persons  to  enter  the  market? — Certainly. 

5546.  No  one  to  compel  them? — No  one. 

5547.  But  you  stated  that  if  a party  sold  outside  the  weigh-house  you  would  summon 
him  ? — I never  have  done  so  ; but  under  the  provision  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  I have  the 
power. 

5548.  Is  your  charge  only  for  weighing  ?—  Only  for  weighing — not  a toll.  If  they  make 
use  of  the  market,  and  that  a sale  comes  on,  I insist  upon  them  weighing  in  the  scales. 

5549.  Are  there  any  other  articles  weighed  there  besides  butter  ? — Oh,  certainly,  any 
article  brought  in  is  weighed. 

5550.  Is  there  sufficient  accommodation  ? — There  are  about  forty  feet  by  twenty-five.  I 
■do  not  think  there  is  sufficient. 

5551.  What  staff  have  you  got  ? — Two  men ; one  at  the  scales  and  another  at  the  door,; 
to  prevent  parties  who  make  use  of  the  market  from  going  out  without  weighing. 

5552.  If  people  sell  in  the  street  are  they  forced  in  ? — Certainly  not. 

5553.  Do  you  give  a ticket  to  the  persons  weighing  ? — If  they  ask  it.  The  buyer  and 
seller  are  generally  both  upon  the  spot. 

5554.  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — No. 

5555.  Then  if  a person  selling  butter  for  his  master  lost  his  ticket,  and  came  back  next 
day,  you  could  not  give  him  another  ? — Certainly  not ; we  keep  no  record  whatever. 

5556.  If  a party  bought  butter  by  the  lump  inside  the  market,  and  did  not  want  to 
weigh,  would  you  compel  him  ? — It  is  not  the  custom  to  buy  by  the  lump ; the  case  never 
arose,  but  1 should  certainly  prevent  him  from  going  out  of  the  market  without  weighing 
the  butter. 

5557.  Were  any  of  your  meu  sworn? — The  first  man  was  sworn,  who  was  one  of  the 
biggest  rogues  I ever  knew. 

5558.  Your  charges  are  very  high,  and  I do  not  know  under  what  authority  you  levy  them. 
The  Act  only  states  \d.  for  every  hundred-weight,  and  Id.  for  every  draught  over.  Do  you 
get  much  to  do  in  the  market  ? — It  varies  very  much ; during  the  summer  season  there  is 
something,  in  the  winter  almost  nothing. 

5559.  Is  the  house  your  own  property  ? — Yes ; there  is  a large  concern  which  I rent. 

5560.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing? — Standing  beam  ; we  weigh  to  the  quarter  of  a 
pound,  and  deduct  half  a pound  on  fourteen  pounds,  that  is  four  pounds  on  a hundred-weight. 

5561.  Is  that  on  salt  butter? — It  is ; there  is  no  fresh  butter  sold  there. 

5562.  What  is  it  for  ? — It  is  for  brine ; there  is  a great  quantity  of  it  in  the  crocks  which 
the  people  bring  in. 

5563.  For  less  than  a stone  what  do  you  deduct  ? — Nothing. 

5564.  Was  it  by  an  order  of 'the  Corporation  in  Council  you  were  appointed  ? —It  was ; 
the  Town  Clerk  has  the  appointment. 

6565.  Did  your  appointment  give  you  leave  to  charge  anything  you  liked? — There  was 
ho  mention  of  any  thing  in  it.  I was  authorized  to  weigh  in  the  city  of  Kilkenny,  with  all 
the  privileges  of  every  other  weighmaster. 


KILKENNY, 
13tf»  December,  1852.' 

479. 

Mr.  H.  Macreary. 
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KILKENNY, 

13 th  December,  1S52. 

479. 

Mr.  H.  Macreary. 

480. 

Mr.  Patrick  Blake. 


481. 

Mr.  John  Carroll. 


482. 

Mr.  John  Buggett. 


483. 

Michael  Croning. 


5566.  Is  the  board  you  have  up  legible  ? — I think  so ; and  the  fees  are  well  known. 

5567.  Where  did  you  get  the  board  with  the  fees  ? — It  was  there  before  my  time. 

5568.  Do  you  know  by  what  authority  they  were  originally  struck  out? — No;  I have  no 
means  of  forming  an  opinion. 

Mr.  Patrick  Blake  examined. 

5569.  Where  do  you  reside?— Four  miles  from  Kilkenny. 

5570.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— 1 am  a farmer. 

5571.  Do  you  make  use  of  the  market? — Occasionally.  I beg  to  say  that  if  any  persons 
are  seen  outside  the  butter  market  by  the  men  at  the  gate,  they  are  not  allowed  to  go 
anywhere  to  weigh  the  butter,  except  into  the  crane. 

5572.  Then  you  say  it  is  not  voluntary  ? — It  is  not. 

5573.  Does  it  ever  happen  that  when  a great  quantity  of  butter  is  brought  to  Kilkenny, 
the  people  are  obliged  to  stand  across  the  street  opposite  the  crane  ? — Certainly,  very  often. 

5574.  Could  you  not  sell  your  butter  opposite  the  market-house? — Not  without  being 
forced  in.  One  day  I applied  to  a butcher  to  weigh  for  me,  and  he  said  he  dared  not,  as 
he  would  be  summoned  if  he  did. 

5575.  Is  it  in  a suitable  place  for  a butter  market  ? — I think  not. 

5576.  Is  the  business  well  conducted? — It  is  conducted  sometimes  well  enough,  but  not 
always  conducted  as  it  ought. 

5577.  Are  the  charges  reasonable  ? — 1 think  the  charges  very  high. 

5578-  Is  the  beamage  unreasonable? — 1 think  the  fairest  way  would  bo  to  do  away  with 
beamage.  I beg  to  say,  that  there  is  a butter  market  in  Castlecomer,  which  is  conducted 
very  irregularly. 

5579.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market? — I would,  for  all  kinds  of  agricul- 
tural produce. 

5580.  Would  you,  as  a farmer,  object  to  pay  a small  toll? — Not  if  it  would  be  reasonable, 
nor  I think  would  any  farmer. 

Mr.  John  Carroll  examined. 

5581.  Where,  do  you  reside  ? — Near  Kilkenny. 

5582.  What  land  do  you  farm?— One  hundred  acres. 

5583.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  obliging  proprietors,  who  levy  tolls,  to  provide  an 
enclosed  fair-green  ?— I think  it  would  be  much  better  than  selling  in  the  public  streets; 
I would  be  in  favour  of  a public  market  also  ; but  I have  no  objection  to  the  Waterford 
butter  market. 

5584.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  such  as  has  been  described  r — I 
would,  most  decidedly. 

Mr.  John  Buggett  examined. 

5585.  Do  you  reside  in  Kilkenny  ?— I do. 

5586.  Are  you  aware  of  the  manner  of  weighing  wool  ? — I am ; sixteen  pounds  make  a 
stone ; four  pounds  beamage  is  deducted,  and  eight  pounds  tret,  to  every  twenty  stone 

Michael  Croning  examined. 

5587.  What  are  you? — I am  bailiff  to  the  Corporation. 

5588.  Is  there  a potato  market  in  the  town  ? — There  is. 

5589.  Where  is  it  held? — Near  the  Mayor’s  office. 

5590.  Is  it  in  the  street  ? — In  the  street. 

5591.  Are  there  any  public  beams  and  scales? — There  are  two. 

5592.  The  property  of  the  Corporation  ?— Yes. 

5593.  Is  there  any  charge  made  for  weighing  ? — There  is  Id.  a bag. 

5594.  Is  there  a weighmaster  ? — There  is. 

5595.  Is  he  sworn  ? — He  is. 

5596.  Is  the  charge  for  weighing  paid  to  the  weighmaster? — It  is. 

5597.  Does  he  account  to  the  Corporation? — He  does  not;  he  has  £20  a-year  for 
attending  to  the  scales ; and  1 d.  for  weighing  is  given  between  him  and  three  porters  who 
weigh  the  potatoes. 

5598.  Then  it  is  in  fact  a charge  for  porterage  ? — It  is. 

5599.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  ? — Down  weight. 

5600.  Does  he  weigh  less  than  half  a stone? — No. 

5601.  Then  it  must  be  seven  pounds  down  weight  or  nothing? — It  must. 

5602.  And  if  it  were  half  way  down  he  would  throw  it  out  ? — He  would. 

5603.  What  would  bring  the  scale  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight  ?— Three  pounds. 

5604.  Then  the  seller  may  lose  any  thing  short  of  ten  pounds? — He  may. 

5605.  What  is  the  barrel  of  potatoes  ? — Twenty  stone. 

5606.  What  beamage  ? — One  stone  to  the  barrel,  for  the  bag  and  the  dirt. 

5607.  Does  he  charge  Id;  for  half  a barrel? — No,  only  \d. 

5608.  Does  he  ever  charge  more  than  1 d.  ? — Not  more. 

5609.  Is  the  farmer  obliged  to  go  there? — No,  but  they  are  very  willing  to  go  there. 

5610.  If  they  had  assistants  themselves  in  weighing,  would  they  be  allowed  to  weigh  for 
nothing? — Of  course  they  would. 
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5611.  Do  they  ever  weigh,  themselves? — Very  seldom. 

5612.  Suppose  a person  went  there  to-morrow  with  potatoes,  and  said  he  would  weigh 
them  himself,  would  the  men  say  a word  to  him  ? — No,  they  dare  not ; I am  over  them  to 
conduct  them. 

5613.  Are  potatoes  ever  sold  by  measure? — They  were,  in  small  draughts,  up  to  last 
Friday,  when  his  Worship,  the  Mayor,  put  a stop  to  it. 

5614.  How  were  they  measured? — In  baskets. 

5615.  To  whom  did  the  baskets  belong  ? — To  me ; I let  them  out  at  \d.  a-day. 

5616.  How  many  baskets  have  you? — I have  three  or  four  dozen;  but  I never  had 
more  than  a dozen  out. 

5617-  Are  tho  persons  at  the  scales  sworn  ? — No. 

5618.  Do  you  give  a ticket,  then,  to  persons  weighing  ? — No. 

5619.  If  a man  came  there  to  weigh  the  potatoes  himself,  and  that  a farmer  were  there 
who  had  paid  1 d.,  would  one  get  the  potatoes  weighed  as  soon  as  the  other? — Yes,  for 
there  are  different  scales.  When  a man  delivers  his  potatoes  in  the  market,  I would  oblige 
him  to  pay  for  weighing,  unless  he  has  assistants  of  his  own. 


Mr.  Alexander  Simple  examined. 

5620.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  this  city. 

5621.  Have  you  discovered  many  fraudulent  weights  of  late  ? — No,  indeed. 

5622.  How  often  do  you  inspect  ? — I inspect  almost  every  month. 

5623.  At  stated  times  ? — No. 

5624.  Do  you  inspect  the  beams  as  well  as  the  weights  ? — I do.  The  frauds  are 
generally  among  tho  small  traders.  Large  weights,  such  as  half-hundred-weights,  I 
generally  find  to  lose  a little  from  use,  but  I make  allowance  for  it. 

5625.  What  would  you  consider  fraud? — Half  a pound  upon  a half-hundred-weight. 
I have  discovered  extra  weights  sometimes,  for  buying,  among  the  pennymen,  who  buy  into 
their  own  little  stores,  and  have  heavy  weights  sometimes ; of  course  they  give  out  to  Mr. 
Sullivan,  and  other  gentlemen,  witli  fair  weights. 

5626.  Have  you  discovered  any  frauds  among  the  large  traders  in  the  town? — No, 
certainly  not ; I find  they  send  their  weights  regularly  to  have  them  adjusted  every  month 
or  six  weeks.  I have  tried  those  baskets  which  have  been  spoken  of,  and  they  were  at  first 
made  to  hold  eight  pounds  of  new  potatoes,  and  they  were  thought  convenient  for  the 
public ; I was  aware  that  they  were  illegal,  and  I mentioned  it  to  the  magistrates. 


Mr.  William  Lanigan  examined. 

5627.  Do  you  reside  in  Kilkenny  ? — I do.  I have  to  complain  of  a class  of  persons  who 
come  into  tho  market  to  buy  pork,  and  when  they  have  bought  the  pig  they  say  it  is 
measly,  and  cut  10s.  off  it ; very  often  it  turns  out  that  they  are  not  measly  at  all;  and 
these  persons  are  a great  nuisance  in  our  markets. 


Copt  of  a Report  of  a Committee  appointed  to  inspect  the  Crane,  in  King-street,  in  the 
month  of  April,  1844. 

In  pursuance  of  your  directions,  your  Committee  have  inspected  the  place  used  at  present 
as  a public  crane  in  King-street.  They  are  of  opinion,  that  the  house  occupied  as  such  is  not 
at  all  adequate  for  said  purpose,  it  being  too  small  to  afford  convenience  to  buyer  and  seller, 
and  on  wet  days  the  public  have  no  shelter  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 

The  rules  and  regulations  that  should  be  strictly  adhered  to  in  all  such  places  appear 
never  to  have  been  complied  with.  Suffice  to  say,  that  there  is  no  sworn  weighmaster ; no 
printed  list  of  fees,  nor  a crane-ticket,  to  be  had  there.  Your  Committee  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  this  board  to  charges  now  made  there,  for  weighing,  which  they  consider  exor- 
bitant and  illegal.  The  following  is  the  list  of  charges : — 


From  lbs.  to  3 lbs.,  for  butter, 
,.3  ,.9 

,,  10  „ 19 

„ 20  „ and  upwards. 

Wool,  per  hundred-weight, 
Feather  beds, 


d. 

0|  Curled  hair,  per  hundred-weight, 

1 Bacon,  per  flitch,  . 

2 Hams  and  cheeks, 

3 Carman's  loading,  per  cvt., 

3 Saw  hides,  per  cwt. 

8 Cows’  fat,  „ 


They  have  also  examined  the  premises  in  King-street,  lately  used  as  a meal  market,  part 
of  which  is  at  present  under  a fish  market,  and  suggest  that  there  could  be  erected,  for 
a small  sum,  a shed  or  store-house,  of  sufficient  dimensions,  suitable  for  all  the  purposes  for 
a public  crane ; and  also  that  a new  list  of  charges  for  weighing  be  made  out,  and  submitted 
for  the  consideration  and  approval  of  this  board. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

William  Lanigan,  Chairman. 

2 O 


KILKENNY, 

13  tk  December , 1858. 

48JL 

Michael  Croning.  ' 


484. 

Mr.  Alex.  Simple. 


485. 

Mr.  Wm.  Lanigan. 
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FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


BAGNALSTOWN, 
14£7t  December,  1852. 

486. 

P.  J.  Newton,  esq. 


Mr.  Philip  Bagenal. 


487. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ward. 


Bagnaestown,  December  14,  1852. 

Philip  Jocelyn  Neivton,  esq.,  examined. 

5628.  Can  you  give  any  information  as  to  the  patent  or  authority  under  which  the  market 
is  held  here '? — I cannot,  at  present. 

5629.  When  was  the  market  established  ?— I understand  about  thirty-five  or  forty  years 
ago. 

5630.  Who  is  the  present  owner  of  the  market  ? — 

Mr.  Philip  Bagenal.— Mr.  Bagenal,  my  father,  owned  part  of  the  town,  and  Mr.  Bagenal, 
who  is  his  brother,  the  other  part ; it  was  divided  between  them. 

5631.  Did  it  belong  to  one  person  up  to  that  time  ? — It  did ; there  was  a patent  granted 
in  1814,  to  the  late  Philip  Newton. 

5632.  What  is  the  market-day  ? — Saturday  of  every  week. 

5633.  What  are  the  fair-days  ?— Fourth  of  September,  and  30th  of  November.  There 
were  new  fairs  established  also,  on  the  17  th  March,  9th  April,  14th  October,  and  December 
27th ; the  last  three  of  which  have  not  been  held. 

5634.  Was  there  a patent  for  them  ? — There  must  have  been. 

563 5.  Are  tolls  paid  at  the  markets  or  fairs  ? — No. 

5636.  Were  they  ever  paid  ? — They  were,  at  the  two  old  fairs. 

5637.  When  were  they  abolished  ?— Some  twenty  years  ago. 

5638.  At  the  time  of  the  opposition  to  tolls  ? — Yes. 

5639.  Were  there  ever  tolls  levied  at  the  markets  ? — I think  not. 

5640.  Is  there  any  charge  for  weighing  at  present  ? — There  is. 

5641.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ? — No. 

5642.  Do  sales  of  agricultural  produce  take  place  in  the  streets? — They  do. 

5643.  Is  there  a market-house  ?— No. 

5644.  Are  there  public  beams  and  scales  ? — There  arc. 

5645.  Are  they  erected  in  the  street  ?— They  are  only  brought  in  upon  market-days. 

5646.  Whose  property  are  they  ? — The  crane-master’s. 

5647.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed  ? — Yes  : a person  who  acts  as  weighmaster. 

5648.  By  whom  was  he  appointed  ? — By  Mr.  Bagenal. 

5649.  Was  he  sworn? — I think  so. 

5650.  Have  you  a fair-green? — Yes. 

5651.  Is  it  enclosed  ? — It  is  being  enclosed. 

5652.  Is  it  sufficiently  large?— I think  so  ; but  at  present  it  is  in  a very  unfinished  state. 

5653.  Was  it  given  by  Mr.  Bagenal  ? — It  was. 

5654.  Is  there  much  corn  sold  here  and  in  the  neighbourhood  ? — A very  large  quantity. 

5655.  Is  it  sold  about  the  streets  ?— It  is  brought  direct  to  the  stores,  and  weighed  by 
the  merchants  themselves. 

5656.  Are  there  sales  every  day  ? — Every  day. 

5657.  What  are  the  public  scales  used  for? — Potatoes,  and  a little  corn,  at  seed  time,  and 
turnips  and  other  vegetables. 

5658.  Is  there  butter  sold  in  the  town  ? — Yes,  a good  deal  of  butter. 

6659.  Is  there  a butter  market  ? — There  is  not. 

5660.  It  goes  direct  to  the  stores  ? — Yes,  and  is  sold  and  weighed  there. 

5661..  The  buyers  have  the  fixing  of  the  price,  the  inspection,  and  all  arrangements  in  their 
hands  ? — They  have. 

5662.  Do  you  think  the  consequence  is,  that  butter  which  might  be  sold- here,  goes  else- 
where ? — I am  certain  of  it. 

5663.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  where  all  agricultural  produce 
should  be  sold  and  weighed  under  the  superintendence  of  sworn  weighmasters,  with  just 
a small  toll  sufficient  to  maintain  such  a market?— I would,  if  it  were  made  a general  rule ; 
I am  sure  it  would  prevent  fraud. 

5664.  Do  you  consider  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  objectionable  ? — No  question 
of  it. 

' 5665.  You  think  a public  scales  the  best  test  ? — Indeed  I do. 

5666.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  assimilate  the  weights  and  measures  over  the  whole 
country? — Most  decidedly. 

5667.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam  to  the  pound,  and  abolishing 
all  deductions  except  the  actual  tare  of  the  sack  ? — Unquestionably. 

5668.  Would  it  not  be  a good  plan  to  sell  by  the  stone  instead  of  the  barrel  ? — Well, 
I think  it  would  make  it  more  simple. 

5669.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  obliging  all  proprietors  who  levy  tolls  to  provide 

a properly  enclosed  fair-green  out  of  the  streets,  and  have  a small  charge  levied  for  standings 
upon  entering? — Here  the  question  does  not  arise,  because  we  have  a good  fair-green  and 
we  pay  nothing.  ■ 

' 5670.  As  a general  rule,  however,  the  public  street  is  not  the  proper  place  to  hold  a 
fair  ? — Decidedly  not ; hut  here  we  have  a well- enclosed  place. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ward  examined. 

5671.  Where  do  you  reside? — Within  a mile  and  a-halfof  Bagnalstown. 

5672.  Are  you  in  the  corn  trade  ? — I am. 

5673.  Do  you  buy  all  kinds  of  corn  ? — All  kinds,  except  wheat. 

5674.  Is  the  corn  brought  direct  to  your  stores? — It  is. 
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5675.  Do  you  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage  ? — Not  a penny. 

5676.  Do  you  make  use  of  penny  buyers?— No;  the  transaction  takes  place  direct. 

5677.  Do  you  weigh  in  sacks  ? — Yes. 

5678.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  or  down  weight  ? — Standing  beam. 

5679.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound  ?— Yes ; and  if  the  farmer  require  it,  to  the  half  pound. 

5680.  What  deductions  do  you  make? — Four  pounds  a barrel  beamage,  in  fourteen  stone 
of  oats  and  sixteen  stone  of  barley. 

5681.  Is  the  same  deduction  made  on  wheat? — Yes,  on  twenty  stone. 

5682.  Do  you  deduct  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack  ? — Yes. 

. 5683.  Do  you  always  tare  the  sack  ? — Yes.  When  corn  is  started  in  the  sack,  the  wreight 
of  the  sack  is  taken  off  first,  and  then  the  beamage. 

5684.  Do  you  pay  for  odd  pounds?— Yes,  for  one  pound  if  I were  asked;  but  I always 
pay  down  to  one-fourth  of  a stone. 

5685.  Do  you  consider  weighing  in  private  an  objectionable  system  ?— I think  there  are 
as  knowing  people  here  as  in  any  part  of  Ireland,  and  they  are  not  such  fools  as  to  give  one 
pound  in  place  of  half  a pound. 

5686.  But  does  it  not  open  a door  to  dishonesty? — There  is  not  finer  or  honester  dealing 
anywhere. 

5687.  But  would  it.not  be  better  to  weigh  in  the  public  scales  ? — I would  be  quite  content. 

5688.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  in  which  all  agricultural  produce 
would  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I would  have  no  objection,  although  it  would  be  an  incon- 
venience to  people  like  me. 

5689.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the  whole 
country? — I would. 

5690.  Would  you  sell  everywhere  by  the  stone  ?— To  be  sure ; it  is  quite  immaterial. 

5691.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions,  and  regulate  the  prices 
accordingly? — Yes, to  be  sure,  I would. 

5692.  You  would  be  able  to  obtain  proper  returns  of  the  quantity  sold  and  the  average 
price? — Yes. 

5693.  You  would  have  no  objection  to  buy  in  a public  market,  with  sufficient  accommoda- 
tion ? — Not  the  smallest. 

Mr.  Thomas  Singleton  examined. 

5694.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Bagnalstown. 

5695.  Do  you  hold  much  land  ? — Not  much. 

1 5696.  Do  you  sell  at  the  market  here  ? — I do. 

5697.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — As  regards  myself,  I would,  as  a 
farmer,  but  at  the  same  time,  I have  always  felt  myself  honestly  and  fairly  dealt  with  by  the 
buyers  of  this  town. 

5698.  But,  as  a system,  instead  of  hawking  corn  round  the  buyers,  would  it  not  be  better 

to  have  a public  market,  where  all  the  buyers  and  sellers  would  meet? Highly  desirable, 

if  you  take  the  interest  of  the  farmers  alone  into  consideration,  but  I think  it  would  be  an 
inconvenience  to  the  buyers.  I think,  wherever  there  was  competition,  the  great  bulk  of  the 
buyers  would  be  in  favour  of  a public  market ; but  where  there  is  very  little  competition,  or 
only  one  person,  he  would  be  averse  to  it. 

5699.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  create  competition? — Indeed  it  would. 

5700.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — Entirely  so. 

5701.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  selling  everywhere  by  the  stone? — No;  I tliink 
when  people  would  become  used  to  it,  they  would  like  it  very  well;  at  first  it  would  be 
troublesome. 

5702.  W quid  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing,  in  such  a market,  standing  beam,  to  the  pound, 
and  abolishing  all  deductions  ? — Decidedly. 

57 03.  Y ou  disapprove  of  beamage  entirely  ?— I do.  If  the  corn  is  sent  in  in  good  condition, 
I see  no  advantage  in  beamage. 

5704.  Do  you  think  the  system  of  deducting  beamage  is  an  encouragement  to  send  in  the 
corn  dirty  ? — I think  it  is.  I think  it  would  make  the  buyer  stricter  with  respect  to  the 
quality  of  the  corn  if  he  took  care  that  the  farmer  should  bring  it  in  in  good  condition.  For- 
tunately there  are  very  few  abuses  in  this  town  and  neighbourhood. 

5705.  Have  you  any  remark  to  make  with  regard  to  fairs? — Locally  we  are  very  well 
circumstanced,  and  we  ought  to  have  good  fairs,  and  yet  our  fairs  have  not  done  as  well  as 
could  be  expected. 

Mr.  Thomas  Dycher  examined. 

5706.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— I am  weighmaster. 

5707.  By  whom  were  you  appointed? — By  Mr.  Philip  Bagenal,  the  proprietor  of  the 
market. 

5708.  Did  you  get  a scale  of  fees  ? — I got  the  scale  used  previously,  and  I continued  the 
same  charges. 

5709.  Have  you  a list  posted  up? — I have.  I weigh  only  potatoes,  a little  corn  in  the 
spring  season,  and  turnips. 

5710.  What  are  your  charges? — I charge  \d.  up  to  twelve  stone  of  potatoes,  Id  up  to 
twenty -four  stone,  and  1 \d:  above  that. 

5711.  What  for  corn  ?— One  penny  for  fourteen  stone,  up  to  twenty-four  stone. 
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BAGNALSTOWN, 
14th  December,  1852. 

489. 

Mr.  Thomas  Dyeher. 


490. 

Mr.  John  Casey. 


491. 

Mr.  John  Finlay. 


5712.  What  for  turnips  ?— For  an  ass’s  cart-load,  Hd.  and  2d.;  and  a horse’s  cart-load,  3c?. 

5713.  Do  you  weigh  meal  ? — Very  little ; 5 d.  was  all  I got  the  last  day. 

5714.  What  are  your  receipts  for  the  year? — Not  more  than  15s.  a-year. 

5715.  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — No. 

5716.  Do  you  give  the  seller  a ticket  ?— I do,  when  it  is  demanded. 

5717.  Suppose  it  is  not  demanded  ? — I mark  it  on  the  sack  with  chalk. 

5718.  Or  upon  his  hat  ? — Yes,  sometimes. 

5719.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  potatoes? — Down  weight,  with  four  pounds. 

5720.  What  deductions  ? — Half  a stone  on  the  barrel,  and  over  that  a stone. 

5721.  And  the  weight  of  the  sack? — Yes. 

5722.  Suppose  there  were  four  pounds,  standing  beam,  would  you  throw  it  out  ? — I would 
not ; I would  let  the  buyer  and  seller  regulate  it. 

5723.  How  do  you  weigh  corn  ? — I take  the  gross  weight,  and  leave  the  deductions  to  the 
buyer  and  seller. 

5724.  Have  you  a four  pound  weight  for  potatoes  ? — I never  used  it  since  the  potato 
failure. 

5725.  I suspect  you  never  weigh  lower  than  half  a stone — is  that  the  case  ? — It  is. 

5726.  Then  it  must  be  half  a stone  down  or  nothing? — It  must. 

5727.  If  the  sack  w-eighed  twenty-four  stone  six  pounds  would  you  knock  out  the  six 
pounds  ? — I would. 

5728.  And  then  take  a stone  from  it  ? — Yes. 

5729.  Then  twenty- three  stone  is  all  the  seller  would  be  paid  for? — That  is  all. 

Mr.  John  Casey  examined. 

5730.  Do  you  reside  in  Bagnalstown? — I do. 

5731.  Are  you  in  the  corn  trade  ? — Yes ; I buy  all  grain,  except  wheat. 

5732.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing? — Standing  beam,  with  one  pound  weight,  and 
deduct  four  pounds. 

5733.  Do  you  pay  for  odd  pounds  ? — I do,  for  a single  pound. 

5734.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  frauds  practised  in  private  weighing? — Not  here. 

5735.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — I think  the  farmers  are  very  well 
satisfied  with  the  present  system,  and  1 fear  the  other  system  would  not  answer  the  buyers. 

5736.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  everywhere 
through  the  country  ? — Certainly.  I would  be  very  willing  to  accede  to  any  thing  which 
would  give  fairness  between  both  parties ; I may  say,  too,  that  I think  every  person  who 
pays  for  single  pounds  would  rather  have  the  whole  thing  go  on  before  the  public. 

5737.  You  would  not  object,  then,  as  a merchant,  to  buy  in  a general  market? — Most 
certainly  not. 

5738. '  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam  to  the  pound,  and  abolishing 
all  deductions,  and  buy  according  to  quantity  and  quality  ? — I have  great  doubts  whether 
that  would  tell  well,  because  the  corn  generally  is  not  well  cleaned. 

5739.  But  you  could  make  your  calculations,  and  pay  accordingly? — I have  known  the 
thing  put  to  calculations  of  the  kind,  and  I did  not  find  that  the  seller  was  remunerated 
accordingly.  Now  in  the  malt  trade  : the  malt  heretofore  had  what  are  called  “ combings” 
in  it,  and  the  brewers  objected  to  buy  it  unless  they  were  screened  out,  and  the  sellers 
were  never  able  to  get  1 d.  more  for  it. 

5740.  But  if  there  were  an  uniform  system  you  could  know  what  you  had,  and  fix  the 
price  accordingly  ? — Of  course,  if  it  were  good  for  one  it  would  answer  for  another  ; at 
present  we  have  the  advantage,  for  we  buy  at  sixteen  stone  four  pounds,  and  sell  to  Dublin 
at  sixteen  stone  two  pounds. 

5741.  But  that  is  taken  into  calculation  when  buying? — 0,  I would  certainly  be  for  an 
uniform  system. 

5742.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  obtain,  as  you  could  in  a general  market,  the  proper 
statistics  of  the  country  ? — It  would  be  a great  advantage. 

Mr.  John  Finlay  examined. 

5743.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I do  business  for  Mr.  Crossthwaite,  a large  buyer  of 
corn  here. 

5744.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  ? — Standing  beam  to  the  pound,  and  four  pounds 
deduction. 

5745.  You  deduct  the  weight  of  the  empty  sack  and  then  the  beamage  ?— Yes. 

5746.  Do  you  pay  for  odd  pounds  ? — Yes. 

5747.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage  ? — Nothing. 

5748.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — There  could  be  no  objection  to  it, 
if  it  did  not  interfere  with  the  facilities  for  doing  business. 

5749.  Instead  of  the  farmer  bringing  his  corn  round  to  all  the  sellers,  would  it  not  be 
better  for  the  buyer  and  seller  to  meet  at  a regular  hour  in  a general  market? — It  would, 
certainly,  be  better  for  the  buyer. 

5750.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  private  weighing? — I have  heard  of 
such  things,  but  I do  not  know  of  them. 

5751.  But  does  not  the  system  offer  great  facilities  for  fraud  if  a person  chooses  to  be 
dishonest  ? — No  doubt  of  it. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


285 


5752.  Instances  have  been  represented  to  us  where  honest  traders  were  driven  out  of 
the  town  by  persons  who  could  afford  to  give  (id.  a barrel  more,  and  make  it  up  in  weigh- 
ing ? — I am  sure  of  it. 

5753.  Would  not  a public  market  prevent  such  things  ? — Certainly  ; in  a public  market 
there  would  be  less  chance  of  losing  at  one  side  or  the  other. 

5754.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures?— I think  it 
would  be  a very  great  advantage. 

5755.  At  present  it  would  be  very  difficult,  unless  a person  had  a hand-book,  to  know 
the  prices  in  other  parts  of  Ireland  ? — Very  difficult,  indeed. 

5756.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  beamago  ? — Certainly ; I would  much  rather 
have  no  beamage,  and  let  us  regulate  our  prices. 

5757.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  obtain,  as  could  be  done  in  a general  market,  proper 
statistics  of  the  quantity  of  corn  sold,  and  the  prices  ? — It  would,  so  that  people  would 
know  better  how  to  regulate  what  they  were  doing. 

Mr.  Hugh  Farrell  examined. 

5758.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  conducting  business  for  Mr.  James  M'Donnell, 
butter  merchant,  of  Carlow,  and  I buy  for  him  here. 

5759.  Is  the  butter  brought  to  your  stores  direct? — It  is;  and  weighed  and  inspected 
there. 

5760.  Do  you  buy  by  lump  or  by  weight  ? — By  weight,  firkin  butter. 

5761.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing? — First  we  inspect,  then  agree  upon  the  price, 
and  then  weigh. 

5762.  How  do  you  weigh? — Just  require  a cast,  and  weigh  to  the  pound,  with  four 
pounds  deduction  on  the  firkin,  independent  of  the  weight. 

5763.  What  charges  do  you  make  ? — Ten-pence  cooperage  and  the  tare  of  the  timber. 

5764.  What  do  you  deduct  for  that? — Whatever  it  weighs. 

5765.  You  always  tare  it  ? — Yes ; if  the  seller  thinks  it  is  heavy  we  are  always  ready  to 
strip  the  cask,  and  take  exactly  the  weight  of  the  timber. 

5766.  If  you  do  not  strip  what  do  you  deduct? — Fifteen,  sixteen,  or  seventeen  pounds, 
according  as  the  cooper  marks  it. 

5767-  Suppose  on  stripping  a firkin  it  weighed  only  thirteen  pounds,  would  you  still 
deduct  fifteen  pounds  ? — That  never  occurred. 

5768.  For  what  do  you  charge  the  1 Od.  ? — I do  not  know,  it  is  the  custom  of  the  country. 

5769.  What  difference  do  you  make  in  cut  between  first  and  second  quality? — From 
2s.  up  to  10s.,  according  to  the  value  of  the  article. 

Michael  Mahony  examined. 

5770.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  inspector ; I made  a cut  to-day,  from  first  quality 
to  second,  of  only  2s. 

5771.  What  is  the  usual  difference? — I believe  10s. 

5772.  Do  you  not  think  the  quality  you  cut  will  be  marked  first  at  the  other  side? — I 
do  not  know;  1 never  was  at  the  other  side. 

5773.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  all  inspection  in  a public  market  ? — I would  as  soon 
have  it  so  ; but  when  it  was  so,  the  people  petitioned  to  have  the  woighmasters  and  tasters 
broke. 

5774.  Yes,  but  markets  have  all  been  established  voluntarily  again  in  Sligo,  Cork,  Lime- 
rick, Waterford,  Clonmel,  and  Tipperary.  What  quantity  of  butter  have  you  here  in  the 
year? — I think  between  1,400  and  1,500  firkins  in  the  season,  six  months  of  the  year. 

5775.  With  a proper  well-arranged  market,  under  a sworn  weighmaster  and  inspector, 
would  not  the  butter  market  increase  ? — I am  very  certain  it  would,  and  I would  be  glad 
it  was  the  case ; the  blame  of  qualifying  the  butter  would  be  taken  off  my  back. 

5776.  Is  there  much  blame  in  it? — Very  often  there  is. 

5777-  Was  there  ever  a butter  market  here  ? — There  was ; seven  years  under  the  old  Act- 

5778.  Did  the  weighmaster  get  compensation  ? — He  did  not,  because  he  did  not  get  his 
ticket  registered  under  the  Government  system. 


Leighlinbridge,  December  14,  1S52. 

Caleb  Tyndal  examined. 

5779.  Where  do  you  live? — Sometimes  at  Leighlinbridge,  and  sometimes  at  Bagnalstown. 

5780.  What  is  your  occupation? — Weighmaster  of  butter  at  Leighlinbridge. 

5781.  Who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  market? — The  late  Mr.  William  Kichard  Stewart 
was ; he  had  the  patent. 

5782.  What  are  the  market-days  ?— Monday  and  Friday. 

5783.  Are  the  markets  held  on  these  days  now  ? — There  arc  no  markets  now ; sales 
take  place  every  day. 

5784.  Are  tolls  levied? — Not  for  corn;  there  used  to  be  for  butter;  but  there  are  no 
tolls  now  on  any  thing. 

5785.  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  the  year  ? — Merely  one  fair  upon  the  14th  of  May; 
but  there  are  new  fairs,  which,  I believe,  are  only  nominal. 
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LEIGHLIN-  5786.  Was  the  old  fair  mentioned  in  the  patent?— It  was. 

BRIDGE,  5787.  You  hold  fairs  upon  Easter  Monday,  14th  May,  25th  September,  and  18th 

Uth December,  1852.  December,  are  these  the  days?— Yes. 

5788.  Are  tolls  levied  at  the  fairs  ?— ' Yes.  ......  ...  ... 

5789.  What  are  they? — Three  pence  a cow ; 3 d.  every  head  of  black  cattle  ; let.  lor  a 
sheep ; lei.  for  a pig ; 6d.  for  a horse. 

5790.  Are  toll-boards  exhibited  at  every  custom  gap  ?— They  are. 

5791.  Are  tolls  only  levied  on  cattle  sold? — That  is  all. 

5792.  How  does  the  toll-collector  ascertain  whether  cattle  are  sold? — There  is  a mark 

upon  them,  and  he  asks  the  people  whether  they  have  sold.  , . . 

5793.  Does  he  swear  them  ? — No,  only  a temporary  thing ; he  just  hands  them  a bit  ot 

^ 5794.  Do  not  the  people  imagine  that  that  performance  is  in  the  nature  of  an  oath  ? I 
judge  they  do.  _ 

5795.  Have  you  any  idea  what  the  tolls  produce? — Probably  from  atlo  to  £*0. 

5796.  Is  there  a public  market  or  market-house  there  ? — There  was,  but  not  these  ten 
years. 

5797.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ? — There  is. 

5798.  Sufficiently  large? — Yes ; where  I often  weighed  800  firkins  in  a day 

5799.  Do  sales  of  corn,  potatoes,  and  butter,  take  place  at  the  stores  and  in  the  streets  c. 

— They  do.  . _ , « . , 

5800.  Is  there  a public  market  for  corn? — There  is,  but  not  used  these  thirty  years. 

5801.  Is  it  weighed  at  the  stores  ? — It  is. 

5802.  Were  you  the  butter  weighmaster? — I was. 

5803.  Who  appointed  you? — Mr.  William  Richard  Stewart,  the  Lord  of  the  Manor. 

5804.  Did  you  receive  compensation? — I did. 

5805.  Do  you  receive  it  still? — I do;  £118  6s.  a-year. 

5806.  Do  you  give  credit  for  all  you  weigh  ? — I do  ; but  I had  nothing  to  weigh  for  the 
last  ten  years. 

5807.  Is  the  market  still  open? — It  is;  but  no  one  goes  there. 

5808.  Was  there  a large  market  formerly? — There  was;  often  800  firkins  weighed  by 

me  in  a day.  . . . „ T 

5809.  Did  you  ever  hear  complaints  of  the  system  of  weighing  m the  private  stores  — I 

did,  in  Carlow,  but  not  here.  T 

5810.  What  is  the  date  of  the  patent? — February  16,  1630,  m the  reign  ot  Charles  I., 
granted  to  William  Savage,  of  the  county  Kildare. 

5811.  Was  butter  sold  by  weight  or  lump? — By  weight. 

5812.  What  deductions  were  made? — Four  pounds  on  the  firkin,  and  the  tare  ot  the 

firkin.  . . 

5813.  What  charges  were  made? — Two  pence,  weighing ; lei  custom ; 6a.  cooperage  ; 
and  lei  tasting ; and  all  these  charges  are  made  now  at  the  private  stores. 

5314.  If  a firkin  weighed  only  thirteen  pounds,  did  you  always  deduct  fifteen  pounds  — 
Never ; only  "thirteen  pounds. 

5815-  Do  you  think  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  proper  arrangement  that  butter 
is  not  sold  here  now  ? — I think  it  is. 

Henry  Jackson  examined. 

5816.  What  are  you?— Collector  of  small  customs  at  the  fair  of  Leighlinbridge. 

5817.  What  do  you  collect  ? — Four  pence  for  covered  standings,  and  3d.  for  others. 

5818  Do  you  know  the  system  of  collecting  at  the  custom  gaps? — They  ask  the  people 

going  out  if  the  cattle  are  sold,  and  if  they  say  not,  they  make  them  clear  themselves; 
they  have  to  put  their  hand  upon  the  board  and  say,  “ I neither  bought  nor  sold.  1 saw 
a number  of  people  myself  lay  their  hand  upon  the  board,  and  say  they  neither  bought  nor 
sold,  and  I knew  them  to  come  back  in  half  an  hour,  and  say  they  did  buy  or  sell,  and  pay 

5819.  Do  they  not  look  upon  it  as  an  oath  ? — The  ignorant  Irish  do.  Some  of  the  tolls 

are  paid  going  in,  such  as  on  cars  of  cabbage  plants.  , T . , , 

5820.  Did  you  ever  take  the  goods  to  make  people  pay  ? — I did ; and  I brought  up  a 

man,  who  was  selling  blankets  and  frieze,  before  Mr.  Stewart,  and  he  said  it  was  quite  legal 
to  see  and  have  it  paid.  • ,T  , T , , 

5821.  Did  you  ever  beat  people  to  make  them  pay  ?— Oh,  no,  I never  did ; I never  took 
tolls  at  the  custom  gaps  myself,  only  for  the  standings  in,  the  fair. 
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Carlow,  December  15,  1852. 

Mr.  Samuel  Haughton  examined. 

5822.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Carlow. 

5823.  Are  you  in  the  corn  trade  ? — Yes ; and  the  butter  trade. 

5824.  Are  there  any  tolls  levied  at  the  fairs  or  markets  of  Carlow  ? — No. 

5825.  Who  are  the  owners  of  the  markets? — The  ownership  is  in  the  possession  of  the 
Hamilton  family,  the  present  representative  of  whom  is  Mr.  J ames  Hamilton,  which  they 
derived  from  the  ancient  Thomond  family. 

5826.  What  are  the  market-days  ? — The  ancient  charter  gives  Mondays  and  Thursdays. 
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.5827.  Are  markets  held  on  those  days  still  ? — Markets,  as  they  are  called,  are  held  upon 
Mondays  and  Thursdays  ; but  sales  take  place  every  day.  As  a rule,  in  my  own  business, 
I do  more  any  other  day  than  a market-day.  We  are  tormented  with  numbers  of  persons 
calling,  but  the  important  transactions  are  upon  other  days. 

.5828.  Is  there  a market-house  or  market-place  ? — :No. 

. 5829.  Is  there  a fair-green? — There  is  a large  open  space  in  the  street, called  the  fair-green. 

. 5830.  Then  all  sales  of  agricultural  produce  take  place  in  the  streets  ? — Of  cattle. 

5831.  Where  is  corn  sold? — It  is  either  sold  in  the  streets  or  at  the  stores;  it  is  generally 
sold  by  sample  at  the  stores. 

5832.  And  weighed  there? — Yes. 

5833.  Are  there  public  beams  and  scales  ? — There  used  to  be  ; but  within  the  year,  the 
only  craner  we  had  died,  and  his  place  has  not  been  filled  up. 

5834.  Is  there  a weighmaster  ? — Not  at  present. 

5835.  Was  the  former  one  sworn  ? — He  was  regularly  appointed  under  the  authority  of 
the  Act  of  Queen  Anne,  by  the  Corporation.  It  now  rests  with  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  upon 
an  application  from  the  local  magistrates,  to  appoint  his  successor. 

■ 5830  Did  he  receive  compensation  ? — He  did ; and  was  an  annuitant  for  many  years. 

. 5837.  Was  ho  a general  weighmaster  or  only  a butter  weighmaster  ? — He  was  a general 
weighmaster;  he  generally  weighed  bacon  and  butter ; but  he  gave  his  securities  under  the 
Act  in  1812,  as  butter-taster  and  craner. 

5838.  What  did  he  receive  ? — I think  £400  a-year,  Irish. 

5839.  Then  it  appears  he  was  appointed  under  the  52nd  George  III.,  c.  134  ? — He  was 
appointed  by  the  Corporation ; I do  dot  know  under  what  authority. 

5840.  Is  there  any  charge  made  for  weighing  at  the  stores  ? — No. 

.5841.  What  is  your  system? — In  sacks,  standing  beam,  to  the  pound. 

5842.  What  deductions  do  you  make? — Four  pounds  beamage ; we  call  the  sack  200 
pounds  of  oats ; 224  pounds  of  barley,  and  284  pounds  of  wheat. 

5843.  In  order  to  avoid  the  penalty  to  weigh  in  that  manner? — Yes. 

5844.  Are  there  any  other  deductions  ? — No. 

. 5845.  You  make  no  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage  ? — None. 

5846.  Do  you  pay  for  odd  pounds  ? — Yes,  for  one  pound 

. 5847.  Do  you  approve  of  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  ? — I think  it  would  be  a great 
improvement  to  have  public  scales  as  a reference  ; but  it  would  be  quite  impossible  to  get 
our  business  done  in  public  scales. 

5848.  Why  would  it  be  impossible?- — Perhaps  400,  500,  or  700  barrels  of  corn  would 
have  to  be  weighed. 

5849.  But  where  they  have  to  weigh  4,000  or  5,000  barrels  in  a public  scales  they  find  no 
inconvenience. — Then  there  should  be  a second  porterage  taking  the  corn  to  the  stores. 

5850.  That  would  be  done  by  the  officers  of  the  market  ? — Yes ; but  it  should  be  done 
by  some  one,  and  it  would  be  double  the  labour,  and  must  increase  the  expense. 

5851.  But  to  you,  as  a buyer,  would  it  be  inconvenient  ?—  It  would. 

5852.  How  ? — It  would  be  impossible  to  be  in  two  places  at  once ; and  you  should  appoint 
a deputy  to  be  in  your  own  office;  instead  of  attending  a public  market  huckstering  about 
the  scales  a man  would. want  to  be  in  his  counting-house. 

5853.  Then  you  would  prefer  the  corn  being  brought  to  you  ? — So  much  so  that  I think 
all  large  dealers  should  go  outside  the  precincts  of  the  market. 

5854.  What  protection  has  the  farmer  in  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  ? — No  protec- 
tion except  the  character  of  the  merchant. 

. 5855.  Suppose  he  has  no  character  ? — Well,  I am  afraid  there  is  no  law  which  makes  an 
honest  man  out  of  a rogue ; you  cannot  improve  the  Act  of  Queen  Anne,  and  the  General 
Weights  and  Measures  Act,  except  by  facilitating  the  method  of  punishing  roguery. 

5856.  Now,  Limerick  has  a much  larger  corn-market  than  you  have,  and  they  are  going 
tp  adopt  the  system  of  having  every  pound  weighed  in  the  public  market — I think  it  would 
be  very  inconvenient. 

5857.  It  might  to  individuals,  but  the  public  good  cannot  be  sacrificed. — Then  look  at 
the  expense  of  it. 

5858.  Wherever  we  have  gone,  we  have  found  that  the  seller  would  be  very  well  satis- 
fied to  pay.  The  farmers  always  stated  that  they  would  be  well  satisfied  to  pay  a small 
charge  for  a public  market.  What  protection  has  the  farmer  in  private  weighing  ? — He 
ought  to  have  no  protection  except  the  facility  of  detecting  imposition ; and  for  that  reason 
I would  have  a public  crane  as  a reference,  so  that  a man  might  say  to  the  buyer,  “ I don’t 
like  your  weighing,  come  to  the  public  crane.” 

5859.  We  found  in  some  places  that  the  man  who  did  so  would  have  great  difficulty  in 
getting  a buyer  the  next  day — I do  not  think  that  would  be  the  case.  Now,  as  an 
instance  of  compulsory  weighing,  take  the  article  of  butter.  So  long  as  the  Act  of  1812 
was  in  force,  before  Sir  Henry  Parnell’s  Act  relieved  us  from  some  of  the  obligations,  we 
paid  no  regard  to  the  crane-master ; we  all  had  houses  of  a particular  character,  and 
we  shipped  upon  our  own  responsibility.  My  butter  will  get  2s.  or  3s.  more,  shipped  as 
Haughton’s  butter,  than  if  it  went  out  under  the  qualification  of  a drunken  butter-taster,  as 
we  often  had  before. 

.;  5860.  I believe  other  persons  ship  in  your  name  ? — Oh,  no  one  would  presume  to  use  my 
name. 

5861.  Then  you  would  be  in  favour  of  a public  scales,  only  as  a test,  but  not  as  a public 
market  ?—  Certainly. 
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5862.  How  would  you  support  a public  crane  or  market  if  it  were  not  compulsory  to  go 

there  ? You  would  get  plenty  of  people  to  go  there  ; but  on  the  other  hand,  there  are 

farmers  here  who  have  such  confidence  in  the  merchants  that  they  would  not  take  6d,  a 
barrel  to  go  into  your  public  market. 

5863.  It  is  all  very  well  if  you  could  insure  them  being  fairly  dealt  with,  but  until  you 
can  do  that,  are  not  the  public  scales  tbe  best  test?— I think  a public  market  would 
be  totally  impossible.  In  the  Cork  corn  market  the  expense  amounts  almost  to  a confisca- 
tion of  property. 

5864.  But  they  are  going  to  get  their  system  remedied,  and  to  have  the  factors  turned 
out  of  the  market.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over 
the  whole  country  ? — I think  they  are  the  same  already. 

5865.  No,  for  in  some  places  the  barrel  is  quite  different  from  what  it  is  here. — I know 
nothing  about  such  barbarism  ; I never  heard  of  any  thing  but  fourteen,  sixteen,  and  twenty 
stone. 

5866.  But  would  it  not  be  desirable  to  have  an  uniform  system  of  dealing  all  over 
Ireland  ? — Certainly,  I think  it  would. 

5867.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions  of  beamage? — It  is  a matter 
between  buyer  and  seller,  if  it  is  done  fairly  and  honestly ; the  seller  knows  the  value  as  well 
as  the  buyer. 

5868.  Do  these  deductions  not  keep  up  a fictitious  price?— Uniformity  would  bo  very 
desirable  ; but  as  long  as  the  merchant,  after  drying  and  screening,  has  to  ship  282  pounds, 
it  is  natural  that  he  should  look  for  a little  allowance. 

5869.  But  you  could  regulate  your  price  accordingly  ? — There  is  nothing  unfair  in  the 
system,  if  it  be  honestly  done. 

5870.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  pay  for  every  thing  you  get  and  regulate  your  price  accord- 
ingly ? — I do  not  know  whether  it  would  or  not. 

5871.  Would  you  prefer  buying  by  the  stone  or  by  the  barrel?— I think  it  would  be 
better  by  the  barrel. 

5872/ Would  not  by  the  stone  bo  a simpler  way  ? — No  ; it  would  be  no  improvement. 

5873.  What  objection  would  you  have  to  it? — Oh,  I have  no  objection.  It  you  want  to 
make  any  change,  establish  the  system  of  having  every  thing  sold  by  the  ton  and  the  hun- 
dred-weight. I am  sure  something  which  you  can  easily  drop  into  the  decimal  system  will 
be  adopted  before  we  are  seven  years  older. 

Mr.  John  Kidd  examined. 

5874.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — About  three  miles  from  this  place. 

5875.  Are  you  a farmer  ? — I am. 

5876.  Do  you  hold  much  land  ?— About  200  acres  here,  and  more  than  200  acres  at  the 
other  side  of  the  town. 

5877.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market? — I would,  and  for  one  reason ; I am 
apprehensive  that  some  men’s  barrel  weighs  twenty  stone  here,  and  others  twenty  and  a-half, 
and  others  twenty-one  or  twenty-one  and  a-half. 

5878.  By  Mr.  Haughton’s  account,  we  thought  this  was  the  most  honest  place  we  had 
been  in  ? — Oh,  not  quite. 

5879.  Would  you  oblige  all  corn  to  be  sold  and  weighed  in  a general  market  ?— I have 
not  thought  much  upon  that  matter.  People  generally  understand  their  customers,  and 
choose  them,  and  sell  at  a lower  price  to  them  than  they  would  to  others. 

5880.  Would  it  not  be  better  for  the  public  generally  ?— I think  it  would  be  more  likely 
to  ensure  honesty. 

5881.  Would  it  not  be  a protection  both  to  the  farmer  and  to  the  honest  trader  !— 1 am 
satisfied  that  it  would  be  an  honester  principle,  if  you  could  get  honest  men  to  weigh. 

5382.  Would  it  not  be  better  for  the  interest  of  the  town  ? — 1 remarked  a while  ago 
that  Mr.  Sheckleton,  near  this  town,  weighs  to  the  pound,  and  pays  for  every  pound ; and 
almost  every  man  who  has  a parcel  of  wheat  goes  to  him. 

5883.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions,  and  paying  the  farmer  for 
what  he  has  ? — If  I understand  it  right,  it  would  be  the  best  system. 

5884.  Would  you,  as  a farmer,  object  to  pay  a small  toll  to  support  a general  market?— 
I am  not  fond  of  tolls  if  I could  help  it ; but  in  reply  to  your  question,  I have  to  say,  that  I 
think  I am  as  well  off  at  present ; but  there  is  a class  of  persons  who  come  in  here,  utter 
strangers,  in  perfect  ignorance  of  the  place,  and  do  not  know  how  to  dispose  of  their  goods, 
as  well  as  people  living  here  ; and  I think  there  is  also  a class  of  people  in  the  town  who 
live  by  robbing  strangers,  and  live  well  by  it. 

5885.  And  although  you  might  not  be  benefited  by  it,  still  you  think  it  would  be  the 
fairest  system  for  the  community  ? — Indeed  I do. 

Mr.  Mathew  Byrne  examined. 

5886.  Where  do  you  live  ?— In  Carlow. 

5887.  Do  you  sell  in  this  market? — ldo. 

5888.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market? — I would  be  very  much  m favour 

5889.  In  which  it  would  be  compulsory  to  sell  all  articles  of  agricultural  produce? — I 
think  it  would  be  better  for  all  parties,  and  very  much  for  the  interest  of  the  town. 
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5890.  Would  j'ou  object  to  pay  a small  rate  to  support  it  ? — No  ; I think  it  would  be  very 
reasonable  to  do  so. 

5S9 1 • Do  you  think  the  farmers  would  object  to  pay  a small  charge  ? — I think,  generally 
speaking,  they  would  not.  I think  they  lose  more  by  the  present  system. 

5892.  Of  course;  you  would  have  such  a market  under  the  superintendence  of  a sworn 
weighmaster,  in  whom  all  parties  could  repose  confidence  ? — Certainly. 

5893.  Would  it  not  be  a good  plan  to  weigh  before  sale,  to  prevent  any  imputation  of 
fraud  against  the  weighmaster,  as  lie  then  would  not  know  to  whom  the  corn  was  going?— 
I think  it  would  he  a very  great  advantage,  and  would  create  great  confidence. 

5894  Would  it  not  bo  an  advantage  to  have  the  farmers  and  the  buyers  meet  in  a proper 
enclosed  market,  the  bell  ring,  and  the  market  begin  at  a certain  hour? — 1 think  it  would 
be  the  only  way  to  regulate  the  town  properly. 

5895.  Have  you  over  known  of  any  frauds  practised  in  private  weighing  ? — A great  many. 
I knew  of  cases  where  two  stone  of  corn  were  taken  from  the  sacks  of  parties  coming  in 
here  twenty-five  miles,  who  told  me  of  it,  and  I told  them  to  go  to  the  magistrates,  but  they 
would  not  wait  until  the  next  petty  sessions  day ; but  what  was  the  effect  ? they  never  would 
come  hero  again,  and  the  town  was  so  much  injured. 

5896.  Is  there  any  check  whatever  upon  the  buyer  who  chooses  to  be  dishonest  ? — None 
whatever. 

5'97.  Have  you  known  of  other  frauds  practised  by  buyers? — I knew  a case  where  a 
person  was  obliged  to  admit  fraud  and  return  the  money. 

589 8.  Has  there  ever  been  any  prosecution  ? — I do  not  myself  recollect  any  in  the  town, 
but  in  the  neighbourhood  I remember  a party  of  whom  it  was  proved,  that  he  used  to  put  a 
slido  under  the  scale  in  order  to  get  overweight  of  corn. 

5899-  Was  that  going  on  for  any  length  of  time? — I should  think  it  was. 

5900.  Did  you  know  of  any  parties  who  could  afford  to  give  higher  prices  than  others, 
and  were  supposed  to  make  it  up  in  the  weighing? — I did. 

5901.  Would  not  the  person  coming  naturally  take  the  higher  price? — He  would,  if  he 
did  not  know  the  character  of  the  parties. 

5302.  Arc  you  of  opinion  that  many  persons  are  defrauded  in  that  way? — I know  a good 
many  myself. 

5903.  Do  you  think  a public  scales  would  be  the  fairest  system  and  the  best  protection?— 
I do ; particularly  for  the  interest  of  the  shopkeepers,  because  people  will  not  come  inhere; 
they  are  going  to  other  towns,  because  they  have  not  confidence  in  the  traders. 

5904.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures,  whatever  was 
considered  the  most  convenient? — I think  it  would  be  a great  satisfaction,  and  a great 
benefit,  generally  speaking.  It  would  create  a good  feeling  among  the  buyers  and  sellers, 
and  give  security  and  confidence. 

5005.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam  with  one  pound  weights,  and 
abolishing  all  deductions,  but  the  actual  tare  of  the  empty  sack? — Yes;  and  let  the  buyers 
regulate  the  prices  according  to  quality. 

5906.  Is  not  the  present  system  an  encouragement  to  parties  to  bring  in  their  corn  dirty? 
— To  some  extent  it  is ; because,  whether  parties  bring  it  in  clean  or  unclean,  there  is  the 
same  deduction. 

5907.  Would  it  be  possible  at  present  to  obtain  statistical  returns  of  the  quantity  of  corn 
sold,  and  the  average  price  ? — The  only  way  would  be  through  the  different  buyers. 

5908.  Would  it  not  be  one  great  advantage  of  a public  market,  that  you  would  be  able 
to  obtain  from  the  weighmaster  and  his  officers  proper  statistics? — I do  not  know  whether 
it  would  bo  of  great  importance  to  the  farmer,  but  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  the 
proper  information. 

5909.  Do  you  consider  that,  generally  speaking,  the  merchant  pays  an  extra  price  for  the 
extra  weight  of  beamage? — Certainly  not;  I do  not  think  any  merchant  in  Ireland  ever 
paid  a higher  price  in  consequence  of  the  four  pounds. 

5910.  Is  there  any  other  system  of  weighing  practised  in  the  town  but  that  of  which  we 
have  hoard,  weighing  standing  beam  to  the  pound,  and  deducting  four  pounds  beamage? — 
Not  that  I am  aware.  There  was  a system  of  weighing  with  seven  pounds,  what  was  called 
“ give  and  take but  I believe  it  is  abolished  now. 

591 1.  Is  the  system  which  wo  have  heard  described,  that  generally  adopted  in  the  town? 
— It  is.  There  was  a system,  as  I have  said,  called  “give  and  take,”  in  which  there  was 
no  less  weight  used  than  seven  pounds  down  weight;  and  if  there  were  seven  pounds 
standing  beam,  it  would  be  thrown  out,  or  even  as  much  as  nine  pounds  or  ten  pounds,  if 
the  scale  did  not  strike  the  ground.  I do  not  doubt  that  it  is  the  case  in  some  places  at 
present, 

5912.  With  regard  to  fairs,  where  are  they  held? — In  the  streets. 

5913.  Is  that  any  inconvenience? — I do  not  think  it  is. 

5914.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  an  enclosed  fair-green? — T am  sure  it  would. 

5.)  15.  Would  you  bo  inclined  to  pay  a small  toll  for  it  ? — Not  if  I could  have  it  without 
paying  for  it ; but  if  I could  not,  I would  rather  pay  something. 

5916.  Would  it  not  be  more  convenient  for  buyer  and  seller  ? — I think  it  would. 

5917.  How  long  is  it  since  tolls  were  abolished  in  Carlow  ? — I am  not  sure  ; 1 believe 
about  twenty  years. 

5918.  Were  they  abolished  in  consequence  of  opposition  ? — They  were. 

5919.  Were  they  heavy? — I think  2 cl.  for  a cow  ; Id.  for  a sheep  ; and  Id.  for  a pig. 

5j20.  Are  the  fairs  here  good  ? — Yes,  all  of  them. 


CARLOW, 

15 tli  December,  1852. 

Mr.  Mathew  Byrne. 
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5921.  How  many  are  there  ? — Four  here,  and  four  at  Graigue,  a part  of  the  town  ; we 
could  have  more  if  we 'had  a proper  enclosed  market. 

5922.  Who  is  the  owner  of  the  fairs  at  Graigue  ? — Mr.  Jackson. 

5923.  Are  there  weekly  markets  there  ? — There  were  ; but  they  are  not  held  now.  I 
think  if  we  had  more  fairs  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  town. 

5.924.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  monthly  fairs?—  I would. 

]\Ir.  Arthur  Fitzmaurice  examined. 

5925.  Do  you  reside  in  Carlow?— I do.  I was  treasurer  of  a fund  for  establishing 
additional  fairs,  one  every  month,  that  is,  four  in  Carlow,  in  addition  to  the  eight  already  in 
Carlow  and  Graigue  ; and  £50  was  subscribed  ; but  we  found  we  should  have  got  a patent 
for  them,  and  there  was  not  sufficient  money  subscribed;  besides  that,  we  did  not  know 
whether  Mr.  Jackson  or  Mr.  Hamilton  might  not  have  opposed  them. 

5926.  Did  you  consult  with  either  of  them? — Yes;  we  had  Mr.  Jackson  here,  but  he  did 
not  give  a decided  answer  whether  he  would  oppose  or  not.  Mr.  Browne,  who  is  a very 
large  proprietor  here,  interested  himself  very  much ; but  the  fund  subscribed  was  not 
sufficient  to  obtain  a charter. 

5927.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — Decidedly  ; I think  it  would  be 
the  best  for  both  buyer  and  seller.  In  Athy  the  market  begins  at  twelve  o’clock,  and  I 
have  observed  the  square  filled  with  cars,  and  not  a sack  sold  until  that  hour ; and  one  of 
the  great  benefits  arising  from  it  is,  that  it  prevents  forestalling,  and  the  fight  which  con- 
tinually takes  place  between  the  penny-buyers  before  the  magistrates  here,  particularly  in 
the  butter  trade. 

5928.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  private  weighing  ? — I have  heard  them 
just  alluded  to;  but  none  ever  came  to  my  own  knowledge.  At. present  there  is  not  a 
worse  regulated  town  in  Ireland,  or  perhaps  in  England  ; and  the  business  of  the  town  is 
suffering  materially. 

5929.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  market  beginning  at  a certain  hour  ? — Most  cer- 
tainly; but  the  toll  should  be  very  small,  just  barely  sufficient  to  support  the  market. 

5930.  Provided  it  were  so,  would  the  farmers  object  to  pay  a very  small  toll? — Perhaps 
a.  few  farmers  might,  who  are  in  the  habit  of  dealing  with  customers  in  whom  they  can 
confide,  and  with  whom  they  feel  fully  satisfied.  For  myself,  I deal  with  one  house,  and  I 
am  fully  satisfied  with  it ; and  for  that  reason  I might  consider  it  a little  hardship  to  have 
to  pay,  but  at  the  same  time,  the  boon  given  to  the  public  would  be  so  great  that  I would 
willingly  pay  it. 

5931.  Then  you  think  the  farmers  generally  would  not  object  to  pay  a small  toll? — 
Indeed,  I think  they  would  not. 

5932.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  assimilating  weights  and  measures? — No  doubt  of  it ; 
and  I think  it  would  be  very  satisfactory  to  have  the  system  extended  to  England,  because 
parties  looking  over  the  papers  could  then  see  what  the  prices  were  everywhere,  and  it 
would  greatly  benefit  the  farmers,  for  prices  would  become  equalized,  and  when  there  were 
high  prices  in  other  places  parties  would  be  obliged  to  give  the  same  prices  here. 

5933.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions,  such  as  beamage? — Yes;  I 
think  it  would  be  very  satisfactory,  because  parties  would  know  better  what  they  were 
doing.  It  would  be  very  satisfactory  that  every  man  should.be  paid  for  what  he  delivers. 
The  only  difficulty  in  the  way  of  a general  market  would  be,  that  in  transferring  the  corn 
from  the  market  to  the  merchants’  stores,  there  should  be  some  protection  given  to  the 
merchant,  that  he  might  not  be  plundered. 

5934.  Of  course  there  should  be  penalties  for  fraud  ? — Yes,  and  very  easily  recovered  ; 
and  if  there  were  a few  examples  made  they  would  soon  put  an  end  to  it. 

5935.  In  fact  there  should  be  penalties  for  fraud,  either  upon  the  part  of  the  buyer  or  the 
seller,  and  some  party  in  the  market  upon  whom  it  would  be  incumbent  to  prosecute  ? — 
Precisely. 

Mr.  William  Robert  Leckey  examined. 

5936.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Near  this  town. 

5937.  Do  you  farm  extensively  ? — About  200  acres. 

5938.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — Most  decidedly  ; nothing  more 
wanted ; not  for  my  own  sake,  but  for  the  ignorant  and  uninformed.  I am  satisfied  with 
the  dealings  I get,  but  I think  others  are  not  so  alive  to  their  rights. 

5939.  Would  you  object  to  pay  a small  toll  to  support  such  a market  ? — Not  at  all ; and 
I believe  there  is  no  man  who  holds  a reasonable  quantity  of  land,  who  would  not  be  satisfied 
with  it.  There  is  a vague  feeling  at  present  upon  the  minds  of  the  farmers  that  something 
is  going  wrong,  but  if  there  were  a proper  intelligent  staff  at  such  a market,  I am  sure  they 
would  be  willing  to  pay  for  it. 

5940.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  by  the  system  of  private  weighing  ? — I 
have  heard  of  them  ; and  a great  possibility  of  fraud  is  afforded. 

5941.  Is  there  any  check  upon  buyers? — No  check,  but  weighing  at  home. 

5942.  What  are  persons  to  do  who  have  no  scales  at  home? — They  must  trust. _ 

5943.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  uniform  system  of  dealing,  and  an  assimilation  of 
weights  and  measures  over  the  country  ? — It  would  be  a most  important  thing ; for  not  one 
farmer  out  of  ten  knows  what  the  quarter  of  wheat  is  in  English  measure,  and  can  really 
judge  what  prices  are. 
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5944.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  beamage? — I would  ; I think  although  it 
may,  in  some  instances,  be  paid  for  and  allowed  for,  in  others  it  is  not.  But  you  can  have 
your  choice  here  in  some  stores. 

5945.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  an  enclosed  fair-green  ? — A fair-green  is  a great 
advantage ; there  is  one  in  the  neighbourhood,  in  a place  called  Palatinestown,  which  is 
usually  held  upon  the  avenue  of  Mr.  Burton’s  place,  and  it  is  very  convenient. 

5946.  Is  there  any  charge  there? — No.  There  are  two  large  fairs  held  here  upon  the. 
4th  of  May  and  the  8th  of  November,  pig  fairs,  and  there  is  not  half  room  for  them.  It  is 
a most  inconvenient  place  ; there  is  no  seeing  half  the  cattle.  I saw  several  lime  cars  and 
Other  cars,  go  up,  and  it  cost  them  more  than  an  hour  to  get  from  the  cross  to  the  other 
end  of  the  town.  There  is  no  comfort  or  convenience,  or  opportunity  of  exhibiting  what 
you  have.  IIow  can  the  farmer  exhibit  his  stock  to  advantage  in  Barrack-street,  or  how 
can  the  buyer,  who  is  being  jostled  about,  examine  the  lots  ? 

Mr.  Samuel  Haugliton  re-examined. 

5947.  Can  you  form  any  idea  of  the  quantity  of  butter  sold  here  during  the  season? — 

There  are  about  four  buyers  besides  myself,  and  I buy  from  8,000  to  10,000  firkins  a year  ; 
and  some  of  the  others  buy  as  much  or  nearly  as  much.  ' 

5948.  Arc  there  20,000  firkins  sold  in  the  year? — Yes,  or  perhaps  an  average  of  30,000 ; 
but  some  of  that  comes  from  the  out-markets,  and  is  transhipped. 

5949.  Do  you  buy  at  your  own  stores? — I do. 

5950.  You  inspect  yourself  and  weigh,  and  fix  the  price  ? — I do. 

5951.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing? — Standing  beam  to  the  pound,  and  four  pounds 
deduction ; some  being  seventy-five  pounds  and  some  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds. 

5952.  Is  that  the  custom  of  the  town? — It  is. 

5953.  Do  you  enter  the  four  pounds  in  the  ticket,  or  call  it  so  much  less  ? — Call  it  so 
much  less. 

5954.  What  are  your  charges  ? — I charge  6<i.  for  cooperage,  what  I pay  myself ; but  most 
other  parties  charge  10d.,  except  by  special  bargain. 

5955.  Do  you  always  strip  the  firkin  and  deduct  the  actual  tare  ? — I give  the  farmer  the 
option ; if  he  thinks  it  heavy  it  is  stripped  without  any  charge,  and  the  actual  weight 
deducted. 

5956.  Suppose  you  strip  the  firkin,  and  it  only  weighs  thirteen  pounds,  would  you  still 
deduct  fifteen  pounds? — No,  only  thirteen.  It  would  be  compulsory  in  a public  crane  to 
deduct  fifteen  pounds,  in  order  to  ensure  a certain  weight  in  the  firkins.  We  have  got  some 
as  low  as  twelve  pounds. 

5957.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  farmers  taking  corn  to  other  markets,  and  getting  higher 
prices,  and  bringing  the  corn  here  again  to  sell  ? — I have  heard  of  them  going  to  Castlecomer, 
Ballinakill,  and  other  places,  and  doing  so.  I suppose  it  must  be  done  by  some  plan  of 
weighing  the  corn.  I do  not  pretend  to  understand  it  myself. 

5958.  Does  the  system  of  inspecting  and  weighing  in  private  stores  give  general  satis- 
faction ? — I never  heard  any  objections  ; for  if  the  buyer  finds  fault  in  the  seller,  it  is  only 
a difference  of  opinion  ; either  want  of  judgment  or  a different  principle. 

5959.  Would  you  prefer  that  principle  to  a public  market? — Oh!  public  inspection  is 
public  nonsense.  I receive  five  per  cent,  more  from  my  customers  than  I would  by  public 
inspection. 

5960.  But,  although  it  is  very  well  with  you  who  understand  the  matter  thoroughly,  if  I 
wanted  to  buy  one  hundred  firkins,  and  knew  nothing  about  qualities,  how  could  I do  it  ? — 
And  would  you  expect  to  compete  with  me  if  you  knew  nothing  about  it  ? 

5961.  If  there  were  a public  market  I might  do  so  ? — You  could  not;  for  I would  re- 
inspect and  ship,  and  I would  get  higher  prices.  You  never  will  see  butter  rank  as  high  as 
it  ought  until  it  is  sold  by  the  pound,  and  a different  price  for  all,  not  people  coming  in 
with  ignorant  notions  that  they  ought  to  get  the  same  price  for  all. 

5962.  As  a general  rule,  then,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  butter  inspected  and 
weighed  by  the  man  who  buys  it  ? — Certainly.  Public  inspection  is  all  nonsense. 

5963.  Suppose  a man  has  no  character,  can  he  not  rob  the  farmer? — Oh,  no  ; he  will  be 
enforced  to  deal  fairly. 

5964.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  system  adopted  under  the  new  Bill  in  Limerick,  by 
which  all  butter  coming  within  the  limits  of  the  market  goes  into  the  public  market,  and  is 
inspected  and  weighed  before  sale,  leaving  it  optional  to  the  merchant  to  take  it  away  and 
ship  on  his  qualification,  or  have  it  sent  to  a store  belonging  to  the  market,  and  shipped  on 
the  public  brand  ? — The  result  of  that  would  be,  that  if  the  merchant  found  he  got  a good 
qualification,  he  would  submit  to  it ; but  if  not,  which  is  far  more  probable,  he  would  put 
his  own  brand  upon  it.  How  coidd  you  ensure  correct  inspection,  and  make  the  same  kind 
of  inspection  answer  for  every  different  order,  every  quality  of  goods  ? The  butter-buyer 
would  find  that  the  butter  had  been  inspected  as  well  as  a butter  inspector  in  public  could 
do  it,  who  knows  nothing  of  special  orders ; he  will  find  that  the  butter  has  a general 
average  correctness,  and  the  only  protection  he  will  have  will  be  to  give  Is.  a hundred- weight 
less  than  the  average,  and  then  he  can  select  them  and  ship  as  he  likes. 

5965.  But  do  not  merchants  receive  the  same  special  orders  in  Limerick,  Sligo,  Belfast, 
and  Cork,  and  yet  there  are  public  markets  in  all  these  towns  ? — In  some  of  these  places 
the  quality  of  the  butter  has  deteriorated. 

5966.  But  in  Sligo  it  used  to  be  very  low,  and  now  it  has  risen  gradually  ? — The  butter 
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in  Cork  would  stand  mucli  better  if  there  were  a private  market.  As  a public  inspection* 
nothing  could  be  better,  but  it  is  too  expensive. 

5967.  The  only  charge  is  2d.,  and  let.  for  conveying  it  to  the  stores.  Then  you  are 
entirely  in  favour  of  having  the  whole  transaction  take  place  at  the  stores  ?— Certainly; 
liberty  of  trade,  and  no  compulsion  of  going  to  the  public  market. 

Mr.  Leckey  re-examined. 

5968.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a public  butter-market  ? — To  be  sure.  How  does  the 
farmer  know  when  the  firkin  is  priced  and  tasted  by  the  buyer  what  quality  it  is.  He  has 
no  one  to  give  him  the  least  advice,  and  the  eye  of  the  public  is  not  on  the  transaction.  If 
he  £joes  to  another  buyer,  there  is  the  mark  of  the  thumb  upon  the  butter,  which  he  cannot 
get° out,  and  he  loses  8s.  or  10s.  by  it.  There  is  nothing  worse  than  the  private  system  : 
there  should  be  no  mystery  in  the  matter  at-  all.  The  farmer  is  obliged  to  trust  to  the  buyer, 
and  in  many  instances  he  is  deceived. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Naughten  examined. 

5969.  Do  you  reside  near  Carlow  ? — I do. 

5970.  Would  you  be  irt  favour  of  removing  the  fairs  to  a convenient  fair-green  ?—  I would. 
I think  at  present  they  are  very  inconvenient  to  the  buyers  and  sellers,  and  a great  nuisance 
to  the  inhabitants. 

5971.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a public  market  for  corn  ? — There  would  be  great  in- 
convenience in  it.  I bought  2,000  barrels  of  corn  in  Athy,  and  1 have  not  got  in  500  of 
them ; and  I know  a gentleman  who  bought  2,000.  and  who  told  me  he  has  not  got  in 
100  barrels.  I do  not  approve  of  weighing  in  public.  I would  like  to  have  all  weights 
and  measures  equalized,  and  I would  like  a public  sample  market ; but  it  there  were  a public 
market  for  weighing,  many  persons  with  stores  at  a distance  m the  country,  would  be 
obliged  to  watch  every  cart  of  corn  coming  from  it,  to  see  that  there  was  no  pilfering 
carried  on  by  the  proprietor,  or  by  any  other  party. ; then  there  would  be  great  incon- 
venience and  delay.  Suppose  half-a-dozen  parties  came  there  with  500  barrels  of  corn,  my 
500  barrels  might  not  commence  being  weighed  until  three  o’clock,  when  it  would  be  imp6s- 
sible  to  get  them.  done. 

5972.  But  why  should  you  wait  until  three  o'clock  ? — Because  it  would  be  impossible  to 
get  the  others  weighed  before. 

5973.  I think  your  first  objection  would  not  hold  good,  for  this  reason.  So  far  as  regards 
being  plundered,  it  would  be  of  course  open  for  you  to  weigh  every  barrel  after  it  came 
back  to  the  store. — Then,  why  weigh  in  the  public  scales. 

5974.  To  protect  the  farmer  from  the  dishonest  dealer. 

James  O’Meara,  esq.,  m.d.,  examined. 

5975.  Where  do  you  reside  ?— In  Carlow.  My  father  was  inspector  of  the  butter-market, 
and  I find  that  the  returns  of  the  quantity  of  butter  in  1826  were,  17,155  firkins;  in  1827- 
27,7 10  firkins ; and  in  1828, 33,155  firkins.  I may  venture  to  state  that  there  arc  not  33,000 
firkins  weighed  now  in  Carlow.  The  old  Act  was  changed  in  1829,  and  in  that  year  the 
numbers  were  upwards  of  35,000  firkins,  and  since  then  it  has  decreased.  In  1850  there 
were  only  seven  firkins  weighed  at  the  public  market,  in  consequence  of  all  being  inspected 
and  weighed  at  the  private  stores.  Up  to  that  time  it  was  compulsory  to  weigh  in  the 
public  market,  and  the  firkins  should  be  a certain  size,  and  if  they  weighed  more  than  three 
quarters,  it  was  not  paid  for.  With  reference  to  wool,  the  markets  are  in  a very  disorderly 
condition.  Wool  is  sold  here  at  sixteen  pounds  to  the  stone,  which  is  illegal,  two  pounds 
beamage,  one  pound  to  the  hundred-weight,  which  is  also  simply  illegal,  that  is  four  pounds 
to  the  pack. 

5976.  And  the  tret,  I suppose,  of  a fortieth  ? — Yes.  The  wool  of  this  country  has 
suffered  very  considerably  in  the  English  markets.  They  brand  the  fleece  with  tar  and 
pitch,  and  at  the  other  side  persons  arc  obliged  to  be  employed  clipping  it  off.  The  allowance 
is  for  the  purpose  of  making  up  for  the  tar  and  pitch,  and  filth  of  every  kind  in  the  wool, 
consequently,  the  seller  is  at  a considerable  loss ; while  again  I have  known  the  farmer  myself 
sometimes  to  brand  the  wool,  immediately  before  shearing,  in  order  to  put  a quantity  of  tar 
and  pitch  into  it,  to  meet  that  allowance.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  necessity  for 
a public  market  that  I have  been  pointing  out  these  abuses. 

5977.  Has  there  been  a weighmaster  lately  appointed?— No.  In  some  towns — for 
instance,  in  Dungarvan — the  Magistrates  at  quarter  sessions  appointed  a weighmaster  in 
place  of  the  former;  and  they  stated  that  the  law  allows  them,  and  that  they  had  a legal 
opinion  on  it.  Nobody  has  the  power  here  but  the  late  Corporation ; they  had  it  in  their 
charter.  I have  the  appointment  of  my  father  by  the  Corporation  in  my  possession. 

John  Byrne  examined. 

5978.  What  is  your  occupation? — I weigh  potatoes. 

5979.  Have  you  a private  crane  ? — I have. 

5980.  Do  you  charge  for  weighing  ? — I charge  for  the  poterage  of  the  sack. 

5981.  What  is  your  charge? — One  penny  a sack  on  all,  independent  of  weight.  Any 
thing. under  twelve  stone  I only  charge  \d. 

5982.  Are  potatoes  sold  here  by  weight  or  measure? — By  weight. 

5983.  Were  you  appointed  weighmaster  by  any  one? — I was  not. 
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5984.  Did  you  ever  get  leave  from  the  Corporation  to  act? — Never.  CARLOW, 

5985.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  potatoes  ?— Down  weight ; twenty-five  stone  to  .15 th  December,  1852. 

the  barrel — that  is,  twenty-four  stone,  and  one  stone  for  the  sack.  

5.08(3 . What  is  your  smallest  weight  ? — Half  a stone.  505. 

5987.  It  must  be  half  a stone  down  or  nothing? — It  must.  John  Byrne. 

5988.  What  deductions  do  you  make  ? — A stone  from  every  barrel,  and  the  weight  of  the 
sack. 

5989.  Do  you  give  the  seller  a ticket? — Yes. 

5990.  Written? — Yes.  . 

5991.  Always? — Only  when  it  is  required;  generally  I chalk  it  on  the  sack. 

5992.  What  is  to  prevent  it  from  being  altered  ? — I seldom  or  never  saw  it ; generally 
speaking  the  buyer  and  seller  are  present. 

5993.  How  much  do  you  weigh? — Not  much  these  few  years. 

5994.  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — No. 

5995.  If  a person  lost  his  ticket  and  came  back,  could  you  give  him  a copy  ? — I could  not. 

Mr.  O'Meara — I beg  to  state  that  when  there  was  a butter-market  here,  butter  used  Hr.  O’Meara, 
frequently  come  from  beyond  Ross.  At  present  a great  many  people  go  to  Castlecomer 
and  Ballinakill.  Carlow  butter  was  very  celebrated  in  the  London  market,  but  the  brand 
has  lost  its  character  very  much. 


Atiiy,  December  16,  1852. 

Mr.  Henry  Sheil  examined. 

5996.  Do  you  reside  in  Atiiy  ? — I do  ; I am  Town  Clerk  of  Athy. 

5997.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  is  the  market  held? — It  is  held  under  a charter 
granted  in  the  eleventh  year  of  James  1.,  to  the  Corporation  of  Athy. 

5998.  To  the  old  Corporation? — Yes. 

5999.  Who  are  the  proprietors  now  ? — The  Town  Commissioners  and  their  successors. 

6000.  What  are  the  market  days  ? — Tuesday  and  Saturday. 

6001.  Are  those  the  days  mentioned  in  the  charter? They  are. 

6002.  How  many  fairs  are  there  ? — There  are  ten  ; six  mentioned  in  the  charter,  and  four 
new  fairs. 

6003.  When  were  the  new  fairs  established  ? — I think  in  1845. 

6004.  Is  there  a patent  for  them?— No ; they  are  held  by  agreement  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners and  the  public. 

6005.  What  are  the  dates  of  the  six  old  fairs? — Seventeenth  March,  25th  April,  9th  June, 
21st  July,  10th  October,  and  lltli  December. 

6006.  What  arc  the  dates  of  the  new  fairs? — Thirty-first  January,  20th  May,  6th  Sep- 
tember, and  13tli  November. 

6007.  Arc  tolls  levied  at  the  fairs? — No. 

6008.  Or  at  the  markets? — No.  except  cranage  fees. 

6009.  Were  they  formerly  levied  ? — They  were. 

6010.  When  were  they  abandoned? — In  1839  or  1840. 

6011.  Do  sales  take,  place  here  every  day  ? — Yes ; corn  is  sold  every  day  at  the  private 
stores,  by  sample. 

6012.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place? — Only  the  public  square. 

6013.  Is  there  a market-house? — There  is;  the  lower  part  of  this  court-house. 

6014.  Are  there  public  beams  and  scales? — There  are,  in  the  market-house. 

6015.  Have  you  a weigh-bridge  ? — We  have,  for  weighing  straw. 

6016.  Have  you  a weighmaster? — Yes. 

6017.  Appointed  by  the  Town  Commissioners? — Yes,  and  paid  by  them. 

6018.  When  was  he  appointed? — In  August  last.  There  was  a weighmaster  in  office 
when  the  Corporation  came  in.  and  they  allowed  him  to  remain  until  he  became  aged  and 
infirm,  and  then  they  superannuated  him  on  a yearly  allowance,  and  put  the  crane  up  to 
auction  for  whatever  person  would  give  the  most.  That  was  continued  for  some  years, 
but  this  year  they  thought  it  well  to  take  it  into  their  own  hands,  and  see  what  they  could 
make  by  it ; and  in  August  last  they  appointed  a weighmaster  at  a certain  salary. 

6019.  Docs  he  account  to  them  for  his  receipts? — He  does. 

6020.  Is  he  sworn  ? — -No. 

602 1 . Were  any  of  the  former  weighmasters  sworn  ? — No. 

6,022.  Did  the  Commissioners  fix  the  scale  of  charges  ? — They  did. 

6023.  What  are  those  charges? — For  a draught  of  corn,  flour,  or  meal,  or  merchandize, 
up  to  a hundred- weight,  hi. ; over  a hundred- weight,  Id.;  butter  from  one  pound  to  seven 
pounds,  Id,. ; from  seven  pounds  to  twenty-eight  pounds,  Id. ; twenty-eight  pounds  and 
upwards,  2d. ; potatoes,  up  to  twenty-one  stone,  id.-,  upwards,  id. ; wool,  under  four  stone, 
3d.;  from  four  stone  to  sixteen  stone,  6d. ; upwards,  Is.;  every  draught  of  bacon  up  to 
eight  stone,  Id.,  over,  2d. ; gross  weight  in  the  ounscl,  2d. — no  charge  for  the  empty  can ; 
coal,  id.  per  hundred-weight;  culm,  -id.  for  a cart-load. 

6024.  Suppose  there  was  only  a ton,  would  you  still  charge  4d.  for  culm? — Yes;  but 
the  general  average  is  from  thirty  hundred-weight  to  forty  hundred-weight. 

6025.  Is  all  corn  sold  in  the  town  obliged  to  be  weighed  in  the  public  crane  ?— Certainly . 
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not ; we  give  every  opportunity  for  weighing  at  the  crane,  and  if  they  do  not  weigh  there 
it  is  their  own  fault. 

6026.  If  they  wish  to  weigh  in  their  own  stores  can  they  do  so? — Most  certainly.  If 
they  weigh  at  the  crane  they  are  charged,  but  they  are  not  obliged  to  weigh. 

6027.  What  did  the  weighinaster  get  last  year  ? — £94. 

6028.  Does  he  keep  a book  ? — I think  he  does. 

6029.  Where  are  the  fairs  held  ? — There  is  a pig  fair  in  the  town,  but  the  cattle  fair  is 
held  in  an  enclosed  fair-green  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Leinster,  and  given  by  him  to  the 
public  free ; that  is  generally  for  black  cattle,  but  pigs  and  horses  are  sold  about  the  streets. 

6030.  Is  that  considered  an  inconvenience? — It  is,  as  far  as  horses  are  concerned. 

6031.  Have  the  Commissioners  any  private  property  as  successors  to  the  Corporation? 
— No. 

6032.  Of  course  the  Duke  of  Leinster  might  close  up  that  fair-green  to-morrow? — He 
might,  certainly. 

6033.  Is  there  accommodation  at  the  scales  sufficient  to  weigh  all  the  agricultural  produce 
of  the  town,  in  case  a general  market  were  established? — The  market  is  sufficiently  large, 
all  we  would  want  is  a greater  number  of  beams  and  scales. 

6034.  Is  there  any  other  charge  made  at  the  crane  but  those  which  you  have  mentioned? — 
No  other.  There  are  porters  there  who  are  recognized  by  the  badge  of  the  Commissioners 
upon  their  arm,  and  to  whom  you  pay  \cl.  a sack  if  you  employ  them. 

6035.  If  the  farmer  choose  to  do  the  work  himself  is  he  obliged  to  employ  them  ? — 
Certainly  not. 

6036.  Would  he  receive  any  opposition  if  he  did  not  choose  to  employ  them? — Not  the 
slightest. 

6037.  What  do  these  men  do  ? — They  lift  the  sack,  put  it  into  the  scales,  and  put  it  on 
the  car  if  employed. 

6038.  What  staff  have  the  Commissioners  at  the  crane  ? — They  pay  the  weighmaster  so 
much  a-year,  and  he  is  obliged  to  find  all  attendants.  He  has  three  weighmen;  one  at  each 
scales,  and  an  assistant  clerk. 

6039.  He  is  not  obliged  to  find  porterage  ? — No. 

6040.  What  were  the  receipts  at  the  public  crane  since  August? — £38  9s.  from  August 
to  the  1st  of  December. 

6041.  Were  there  any  trials  here  about  tolls  ? — There  were  not. 

6042.  Then  why  did  not  the  Town  Commissioners  continue  to  levy  them? — It  would 
not  serve  the  town  to  have  them  levied. 

6043.  What  quantity  of  corn  is  sold  here? — At  a low  estimate  I should  say  14,000 
barrels  a week. 

Mr.  James  Byrne  examined. 

6044.  Do  you  reside  in  Athy  ? — I do. 

6045.  Are  you  weighmaster  ? — I am. 

6046.  Appointed  by  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

6047.  At  a regular  salary  ? — Yes. 

6048.  Do  the  beams  and  scales  belong  to  the  Corporation  ? — They  do.  I am  obliged 
to  find  sufficient  weighmen  and  clerks. 

6049.  Do  you  account  to  the  Commissioners  for  your  receipts?— I do. 

6050.  Is  the  list  which  has  been  read  your  scale  of  charges  ?— It  is. 

6051.  Is  much  corn  weighed  at  the  crane? — Only  a very  small  proportion. 

6052.  How  much? — My  receipts  at  present  only  make  15s.  a-week;  at  Id.  a sack  for 
corn,  which  is  the  only  calculation  I can  make. 

6053.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  corn? — Standing  beam,  the  scale  just  merely 
inclining  to  one  side,  to  the  pound. 

6054.  What  deductions? — The  buyer  deducts  four  pounds  a barrel;  but  I only  give  the 
gross  weight,  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  deductions. 

6055.  I suppose  he  deducts  the  actual  weight  of  the' empty  sack  ?— Yes,  always  the  tare 
of  the  empty  sack. 

6056.  Do  they  ever  come  to  you  to  tare  the  sack  ? — Sometimes,  and  we  mark  it  on  the 
ticket ; but  generally  it  is  done  by  the  purchaser. 

6057.  Do  you  give  a ticket? — I do,  of  the  gross  weight. 

6058.  Is  it  printed  ? — Yes. 

6059.  Do  you  keep  a copy  of  it?— No ; we  only  mark  in  the  book,  hay,  straw,  coal,  culm, 
turnips,  and  mangolds,  and  other  things  weighed  at  the  weigh-bridge. 

6060.  In  the  event  of  a person  losing  his  ticket  for  corn,  could  you  give  him  a copy  of 
it? — No,  indeed. 

6061.  How  do  you  keep  an  account  of  your  receipts? — I put  the  money  received  for  the 
corn  and  potatoes  in  one  box,  and  make  it  up  in  that  way. 

6062.  You  cannot  tell  what  proportion  was  received  for  corn  and  what  for  potatoes  ? — 
I could  make  a very  good  guess. 

6063.  It  is  usual,  in  well-regulated  markets,  to  have  a block,  and  to  write  on  two  tickets 
at  once,  and  hand  one  to  the  seller  ? — To  do  that  I should  have  more  assistants  than  the 
receipts  of  the  crane  would  afford.  Our  great  object  is,  to  mark  down  correctly  the  amount 
cried  out ; and  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  enter  twice,  when  there  are  two  or  three  crying 
out  at  the  same  time. 

6064  If  a man  lost  his  ticket  what  would  you  do  ? — He  should  only  bring  back  the  corn 
and  weigh  it  again. 
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half°a  stoned  is  your  system  of  weighing  potatoes  ?— Down  weight,  with  nothing  less  than 

6066.  If  there  were  half  a stone  standing  beam  would  you  throw  it  out  ? — Certainly. 

6067.  Then  the  farmer  may  lose  up  to  seven  pounds?— He  may;  sometimes  he  may 

lose  up  to  thirteen  pounds.  J 

6068.  What  do  you  deduct  ?— ' The  purchaser  deducts  a stone  for  each  sack,  independent 
ot  weight,  from  ten  stone ; under  that,  half  a stone. 

6069.  Does  he  ever  deduct  more?— No  ; that  is  for  sack  and  dirt. 

6070.  Do  you  give  a ticket  for  potatoes  ?— We  do,  with  the  gross  weight  only,  not  making 

up  the  pnce,  which  is  all  done  by  the  buyer.  & 

6071.  Do  you  weigh  butter? — Yes. 

6072.  Firkins  of  butter  ? — This  is  the  first  year  we  have  established  the  market  for  firkins. 

60(3.  Have  you  a crane  for  butter  alone  ? — We  have. 

6074.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing?— We  just  take  acast  of  the  beam  ; we  are  not 
so  very  exact  with  large  lumps  of  butter! 

6075.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound  ? — Yes,  to  the  quarter  of  a pound. 

6076.  Not  on  firkins  ? — No ; in  weighing  firkins  we  weigh  standing  beam,  because  there 
is  a certain  tare  and  tret  to  be  deducted. 

6077.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound? — We  do. 

6078.  What  deductions  are  made  ? — I am  not  aware,  for  I have  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

6079.  Do  you  weigh  wool  ?— Yes;  standing  beam,  to  the  pound. 

6080.  What  deductions  ? — We  deduct  nothing.  % 

6081.  What  is  the  stone  of  wool? — Sixteen  pounds. 

6082.  Do  you  sell  corn  by  barrel  or  by  stone  ? — By  barrel ; twenty  stone  of  wheat,  sixteen 
of  barley,  and  fourteen  of  oats. 

6083.  Have  you  any  butter  inspector? — No  ; the  buyer  qualifies  himself. 

6084.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  relative  to  the  system  of  weighing  in  the 
private  stores  ? — I have  heard  farmers  complain  that  they  did  not  receive  sufficient  weight. 

6085.  Do  you  think  the  establishment  of  a public  crane,  such  as  you  have  got,  is  any 
check  ? — With  the  powers  we  have  at  present  I think  not,  because  the  seller  is  at  liberty  not 
to  come  there ; but  if  he  were  obliged  to  come  there,  it  would  put  a stop  to  fraud. 

60S6.  Have  any  instances  of  frauds  at  private  stores  ever  come  before  the  magistrates  ? 

I think  the  complaints  here  are  to  a very  small  extent. 

6087.  Do  you  think  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  objectionable,  as  opening  a door 
to  fraud,  if  parties  choose  to  act  dishonestly  ? — I think  it  does,  to  a very  great  extent.  I 
know  parties  who  come  in  with  corn,  who  have  no  protection  but  my  ticket.  The  difference 
between  my  weight  and  the  weight  at  the  stores  has  been,  however,  very  little. 

6088.  Is  the  weight  at  the  stores  ever  much  more  than  your  weight? — Oh,  never  more, 
generally  less. 

6089.  Have  you  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  here  ? — I believe  not.  The  Grand 
Jury  have  appointed  a person  only  to  stamp  the  weights,  at  a nominal  salary. 

6090.  Would  you  have  sufficient  room  to  erect  scales  enough  here  in  the  event  of  a 
general  market  being  established  ? — Quite  sufficient,  no  matter  what  the  quantity  of  com. 

6091-  Do  you  think  the  farmers  of  the  country  generally  would  object,  if  there  were  a 
public  market,  with  sufficient  accommodation  and  sworn  weiglimasters,  to  pay  a small  toll 
upon  every  sack  to  support  it  ? — I think  they  would  be  very  glad  to  be  obliged  to  do  so,  or 
allowed  to  do  so. 

6092.  Do  you  think,  if  men  are  known  regularly  to  frequent  the  public  scales  here,  would 
they  find  any  difficulty  in  getting  buyers  ? — I think  there  would  be  some  difference  made ; 
that  they  would  prefer  parties  would  not  go  to  the  scales. 


ATHY, 

16 th  December , 1852. 

507. 

Mr.  Janies  Byrne. 


Mr.  Henry  Hannan  examined.  50g 

K-  TO?®®  d°  J°U  res!de  ?— A%'  Mr.  Hannan. 

60 J4.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a corn  merchant  and  miller. 

6095.  Is  the  corn  weighed  at  your  own  store? — It  is. 

6096.  Do  you  weigh  at  the  public  market  ? — I do  not ; but  I give  sellers  the  option. 

6097.  Do  they  ever  do  so? — Generally,  they  have  confidence  in  the  buyer. 

6098.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  ? — Standing  beam,  to  the  pound,  and  four  pounds 
deduction  for  beamage. 

6099.  Do  you  tare  the  empty  sack,  and  deduct  the  actual  weight? — Yes,  always. 

6100.  Do  you  deduct  the  weight  of  the  sacks  first,  and  then  the  beamage? — Yes. 

6101.  Do  you  pay  for  odd  pounds? — Certainly. 

6102.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage? — None,  whatever. 

6103..  You  employ  no  factors  or  sky-farmers  ? — No  such  thing  in  the  town  at  all ; in  fact 
l am  quite  confident  there  is  not  a better  system  in  any  town  in  Ireland  than  in  Athy.  I 
think  the  system  of  having  the  public  crane  to  refer  to,  in  any  disputes  which  may  arise 
between  buyer  and  seller,  without  law  or  expense,  is  a great  cause  of  such  persons  not  being 
required.  The  farmers  know  that  they  can  refer  to  the  public  crane,  and  they  arc  perfectly 
able  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

6104.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  of  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  ? — I think 
as  little  as  could  b6  ; only  sometimes  there  are  rumours. 

6105.  But  do  you  not  think  the  system  objectionable ? — No  doubt,  to  a certain  extent; 
but  it  behoves  the  miller  or  merchant  to  weigh  his  corn,  even,  although  it  was  weighed  at 
the  public  crane. 
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required  would  be  the  quantity 
' you  to  say,  that  all  corn 


ATHY,  6106  But  is  there  any  check  upon  the  merchant,  if  he  clioses  to  he  dishonest,  and  to 

liith  December,  1852.  defraud  the  farmer  ? — I never  have  any  difference  with  the  farmer. 

61 07.  Have  you  any  of  those  parties  here,  whom  they  have  m other  towns,  who  can  aiiord 
to  give  Is.  a barrel  more  than  you,  and  make  it  up  in  the  weighing  ?— I think  not. 

6108.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  where  every  thing  should  be  sold  and 

weighed?— I would  have  no  objection.  . ■ ...  , 

bl09  You  would  not,  as  a buyer,  object  to  buy  in  such  a market  ?— Certainly  not  but 
from  my  knowledge  of  Athy,  and  the  quantity  of  corn,  I think  it  could  not  he  established. 
The  market  would  not  open  until  eleven  o’clock.  . „ „ A 

6110.  But  you  could  make  it  earlier?— How  could  persons  living  out  of  the  town  come  m 
before  eleven  o’clock.  , . . , ,,  , 

611  i The  com  might  be  weighed  before  that  hour,  and  then  the  merchant  would  only 
have  to  buy.  Would  it  not  begetter  to  bring  one  man  in  early,  than  to  keep  400  or  oOO 

waiting? As  a general  system,  I would  not  myself  object  to  it. 

6 1 12.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights. and  measures  ?— 1 would  have 

no  objection  to  it.  , „ „ , 0 

6U3.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  buying  everywhere  by  the  stone  of  fourteen  pounds.  — 

I think  buying  by  the  barrel  a very  good  plan ; but  I would  be  in  favour  of  some  uniform 
system,  whatever  it  may  be.  , . . , , r i • ~ 

'6114  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam,  to  the  pound,  and  abolishing 
all  deductions?— If  it  became  a general  law,  of  course  there  could  he  no  objection  to  it. 

6115.  Would  it  not  be  a very  desirable  thing,  that  in  such  a market,  you  would  be  able 

to  obtain  proper  statistics  of  the  quantity  sold  and  the  prices? — Such  returns  were  made 
very  frequently,  but  I do  not  see  the  advantage  of  it;  I do  not  think  the  merchants  would 
be  very  anxious  to  expose  their  private  affairs.  . 

6116.  They  would  not  have  do  so.  as  the  only  thing  required 
passing  through  the  market?— May  I ask,  did  I understand  yo> 

should  be  weighed  at  the  public  crane.  , . , , , 

6117.  Of  course,  all  corn  coming  within  the  limits  of  the  market.— That  would  lead 

to  great  confusion.  .r,  , ■ 

6118.  It  is  not  found  to  create  confusion  in  markets  much  larger  than  these — I hat  is 

where  they  come  in  by  sack,  but  they  do  not  here. 

6119-  Might  you  not  buy  1,000  barrels  by  sample,  and  never  got  one  of  them  deli- 
vered?— That  might  have  happened  some  years  ago,  but  the  buyer  has  a remedy  against 

*^6120.  Did  you  ever  try  it? — I did,  and  succeeded.  I would  have  no  objection  to  a 
public  market*  as  an  individual,  but  I would  ask  you  liow  you  would  provent  persons  from 
taking  corn  out  of  the  sacks,  when  going  back  to  the  stores  ? 

6121.  By  a heavy  penalty ; punish  one  or  two  and  it  will  soon  cease.  1 look  upon  it  all 

as  a matter  of  business ; and  I think  there  arc  places,  where  the  quantity  of  corn  sold, 
which  should  go  to  the  market  first,  and  afterwards  to  the  stores,  would  detain  the 
farmers  too  long  in  town.  . , , , . , . , 

6122.  That  has  not  been  found  in  other  markets;  in  Cork  corn-market,  which  is  much 

larger  than  this,  it  is  all  over  by  two  o’clock,  and  the  corn  cleared  out.— Then  farmers 
sometimes  do  not  come  here  until  four  o’clock  in  the  day.  . . 

6123  That  should  be  put  a stop  to.  Would  you  not  be  m favour  of  beginning  at  a cer- 
tain hour?—!  would  have  no  objection;  but  buying  is  one  thing,  and  delivering  is  another ; 
you  cannot  bring  in  all  the  corn  in  a moment.  . 

6124.  But  what  farmers  can  do  in  one  locality  they  can  do  m another  — 1 know  the 
systems  of  all  the  towns  around,  and  they  differ  generally  from  this  town,  and  tins  town  has 
as  fairly-managed  and  honest  a corn-market  as  any  in  Ireland.  . 

6 1 95  The  reason  is,  that  they  have  made  a step  hero  in  the  right  direction,  and  if  it  were 
carried  further,  it  would  be  a great  advantage.— It  was  endeavoured  to  establish  a second 
market  here,  and  it  failed  ; some  of  the  buyers  almost  think  it  a compliment  to  come  here. 

6126.  But  if  there  were  a general  system  they  would  not  be  better  olf  anywhere  else 
than  here. 

Mr.  Blaney  Roper  examined. 

6127.  Do  you  live  in  Athy  ? — Three  miles  from  it. 

6128.  Do  you  sell  corn? — Ido.  , . 

6129.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  proper  accommodation,  under 

the  superintendence  of  sworn  weighmasters,  where  all  agricultural  produce  would  he  sold 
and  weighed,  and  a very  small  charge  paid— only  sufficient  to  support  it?— I should,  deci- 
dedly, say  not.  , , . . . „ . . 

6130.  Why?— We  frequently  sell  before  we  thresh  the  corn,  and  get  a few  days  to 

deliver  it ; but  if  we  brought  it  in  bulk,  we  should  either  sell  it  or  go  to  the  expense  of 
bringing  it  home  again ; which,  to  the  majority  of  sellers,  would  be  a great  inconvenience, 
and,°in  tact,  would  be  a great  loss  to  the  growers  of  corn.  _ . . ■ 

6131.  Then  you  would  prefer  selling  by  sample  at  the  private  stores?—!  think  the 

benefit  is  just  as  much.  . 

6 1 32.  1'robably  the  corn  you  sell  is  weighed  at  home  ?— It  is,  sometimes. 

6133.  Do  you  not  consider  the  system  of  private  weighing  objectionable,  as  offering 
facilities  f>r  fraud?— I should  say  there  could  not  be  fraud  at  the  private  scales  if  there 
were  attention  paid  by  the  inspector  of  weights  and  measures. 
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6134.  How  could  he  see  a man’s  thumb  in  weighing;  the  beam  and  scales  might  be 
perfectly  correct,  and  fraud  still  be  committed  ? — I should  think  if  frauds  were  found  out 
at  private  scales  it  would  prevent  parties  from  selling  there  any  more ; and  parties,  for 
their  own  sake,  would  look  to  it.  The  only  thing,  in  my  opinion,  at  all  against  selling  by 
sample  is,  that  it  leaves  it  open  for  the  buyer  to  say,  “ your  lot  is  not  as  good  as  the  sam- 
ple and  there  may  be  a difference  between  the  buyer  and  the  seller. 

6135.  Would  not  inconvenience  arise  from  the  purchaser  sometimes  buying  a certain 
quantity  by  sample,  and  not  receiving  it  ? — If  he  does  not  get  it  he  will  not  have  to  pay 
for  it. 

6136.  But  that  is  a very  serious  disadvantage  for  a man  who  has  made  his  arrangements. 
Then  you  think  Athy  is  better  under  the  present  system  than  it  would  be  under  a general, 
market? — Certainly ; it  is  much  better  to  sell  by  sample  than  sell  by  bulk,  generally  speaking. 
I think  it  would  bo  pleasanter,  and  less  trouble,  to  weigh  at  the  stores.  In  a general 
market,  you  would  have  to  unload  there,  which  would  be  very  severe  work  for  your  men. 

6137.  That  would  bo  done  by  the  officers  of  the  market? — But  you  would  have  to  pay 
for  it. 

6138.  It  is  all  included  in  a very  small  charge.  It  is  all  very  well,  when  you  are  so  for- 
tunate in  the  persons  with  whom  you  have  to  deal ; but,  suppose  there  were  a different 
class  of  buyers,  who  would  take  advantage  of  every  thing,  what  protection  would  the  farmer 
have  ? — Certainly,  the  farmer  requires  to  be  guarded  as  much  as  he  can  be  ; no  doubt,  there 
are  frauds  in  some  places,  and  immense  frauds  too.  I think  there  is  nothing  to  be  said 
against  having  a public  crane  to  weigh  in. 

6 139.  The  only  thing  is,  that  you  are  so  fortunate  here,  you  do  not  consider  it  necessary  ? 
— I do  not. 

6140.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures? — Certainly. 

6141.  Would  you  think  it  a good  plan  to  weigh  standing  beam,  to  the  pound,  and  abolish 
all  deductions  ? — I think  a small  beamage  is  fair  to  the  buyer. 

6142.  Suppose  it  were  abolished  everywhere,  and  that  you  were  left  to  regulate  your 
prices  accordingly  ? — I certainly  agree  with  you,  that  in  an  uniform  system  all  deductions 
ought  to  be  abolished. 

6143.  Would  it  not  be  a desirable  thing  to  obtain,  as  you  could  in  such  a market,  the 
statistics  of  the  country  ? — It  certainly  would  be  very  satisfactoiy. 

6144  Do  you  think  the  farmers  generally  would  object  to  go  into  a public  market  and 
pay  a small  charge  for  weighing ; recollect  we  are  talking  now  of  the  poorer  class,  who 
have  not  the  protection  of  scales  at  home,  and  servants,  as  large  farmers  have  ? — I think  a 
great  number  of  them  would  be  glad  to  pay  the  charge,  provided  it  were  very  small. 

6145.  Would  you  then,  generally  speaking,  be  in  favour  of  a public  mai’ket,  and  a public 
weighmaster  ? — My  answer  must  be  the  same  as  before if  it  would  involve  the  necessity 
of  all  the  corn  being  brought  into  market,  I should  say  it  would  not  be  a good  measure. 

6146.  You  might  come  in  with  your  sample,  in  the  first  instance,  in  a public  mai’ket,  and 
you  would  be  only  required  to  bring  thebulk  into  the  market  whenever  it  came. — Butsuppose 
a miller  lived  five  miles  from  the  town,  and  that  I had  to  bring  it  in  to  town  as  great  a 
distance,  it  would  impose  a double  journey  upon  me. 

6147-  But  we  only  spoke  of  buyers  within  the  limit  of  the  market. — I did  not  under- 
stand that ; in  that  case  I would  agree  with  you  to  a great  extent. 

6148.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  enclosed  fair-green? — Certainly;  it  would  be  well 
worth  while  to  pay  a trifling  thing  in  order  to  have  proper  accommodation ; and  among 
proper  accommodation  should  be  persons  at  the  entrance  of  every  green,  for  assisting  in 
and  out  cattle,  and  to  prevent  cattle  from  being  lost. 

6149.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  pay  a small  charge  on  entering  the  fair,  to  get  rid  of 
the  system  of  swearing? — Decidedly,  upon  entering.  That  system  of  swearing  is  a 
dreadful  one,  nothing  can  be  worse. 


Mr.  Alexander  Duncan  examined. 

6150.  Do  you  reside  in  Athy? — I do. 

6151.  You  are  chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — I am. 

6152.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market? — Yes,  and  for  two  reasons. 

6153.  What  are  they? — One  is,  that  I imagine  it  would  give  increased  confidence  to 
farmers  ; and  another  is,  that  it  would  be  easy  to  raise  by  it  a sufficient  revenue  to  keep  up 
the  town  for  every  object  necessary. 

6154.  Surely  you  would  not  raise  any  tax  off  the  farmers  for  more  than  market  purposes  ? 
— No ; merely  what  we  are  now  accomplishing  by  what  we  receive  for  weighing. 

6155.  If  the  charge  you  made  would  produce  more,  would  not  the  natural  course  be  to 
lower  the  tolls  ? — Certainly. 

6156.  It  would  be  a sufficient  advantage  to  the  town  to  bring  people  into  it  ? — Decidedly ; 
that  is  all  we  look  for.  1 think  it  would  give  the  farmers  confidence,  and  would  not  injure 
the  merchants.  I think  a very  small  charge  would  answer  all  the  purposes ; and,  rather  than 
run  the  risk  of  having  it  too  high,  I would  even  make  it  lower  at  first  than  might  be  after- 
wards required. 

6157.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures,  and  abolishing 
all  deductions  ? — I would,  certainly. 

6158.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  an  enclosed  fair-green,  and  taking  all  the  stock 
out  of  the  streets? — Yes,  I think  it  would  be  an  improvement.  There  are  two  points 
which  the  Town  Commissioners  think  it  would  be  very  useful  I should  lay  before  you.  One 
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is,  that  the  powers  of  the  old  market  juries  should  he  given  to  the  present  Town  Commis- 
sioners. For  instance,  we  have  turf  selling  here  which  under  the  old  Corporation  had  a 
standard  measure  ; but  which  people  sell  now  in  any  way  they  please.  Bad  meat  and  bad 
fish,  and  other  articles  of  the  kind,  it  would  be  decidedly  well  that  the  Commissioners  should 
exercise  the  powers  of  market  jurors  over. 

6 159.  Do  you  not  think  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act  would  enable  magistrates  to  decide 
in  such  cases  ?— I will  come  to  that  immediately.  We  think  also,  that  it  would  be  very  useful 
that  the  Chairmau  of  the  Town  Commissioners  and  two  other  Commissioners  should  be 
empowered  to  decide  all  cases  of  dispute  between  buyers  and  sellers  without  further  refer- 
ence to  a magistrate.  There  is  a very  great  hardship  felt  at  our  fairs  here ; parties  go  into 
fairs  and  purchase  pigs  in  the  morning,  mark  them,  and  desire  them  to  be  sent  wherever 
they  stop,  and  then  in  the  evening  come  in  and  say,  “ this  pig  is  measly,  you  must  take  so 
many  shillings  ofl'  it.”  Perhaps  the  seller  will  refuse,  and  he  has  no  way  of  testing  it,  and  he 
has  no  remedy  except  to  summon  or  process  the  man,  or  else  to  bring  home  his  pig  again. 
He  might  take  him  before  a magistrate  if  the  value  were  under  £5  ; but  the  value  is  very 
often  over  £5,  and  besides  we  have  no  resident  magistrate.  In  a case  of  the  kind,  the  Town 
Commissioners  should  have  power  to  appoint  and  pay  a man  to  decide  the  question,  and 
the  Chairman  and  two  Commissioners  have  power  at  once,  under  the  Summary  Act,  to 
decide  upon  the  award.  Upon  the  last  fair- day  several  persons  came  to  me  complaining  of 
this  hardship,  and  I could  do  nothing  but  tell  them  to  go  to  a magistrate  who  lived  in  the 
country,  and  it  was  not  court  day.  A magistrate  can  decide  under  £5,  in  the  street  or  any- 
where. I beg,  on  the  question,  to  hand  you  the  following  resolution  adopted  last  night  by 
the  Town  Commissioners  : — 

Proposed  by  Mr.  H.  Hannan,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  M.  Kavanagh. 

“ That  the  want  of  local  authority  to  settle  disputes  between  buyer  and  seller  in  fairs  and 
markets  is  felt  to  be  a serious  loss  and  inconvenience  in  Athy.  It  is  therefore  suggested, 
that,  in  any  legislation  on  the  subject,  power  be  given  to  the  Chairman  for  the  time  being, 
with  any  other  two  of  the  Commissioners  he  shall  call  upon,  to  adjudicate  and  settle  all 
disputes  between  buyer  and  seller  within  the  said  borough-  of  Athy.” 

Mr.  Roper. — Suppose  I buy  a cow  at  a fair,  and  that  when  I come  to  take  her  I find  that 
the  man  has  sold  her  to  some  one  else,  I have  no  redress  except  I make  an  affidavit  that  I had 
a certain  loss  by  it.  It  must  come  before  a Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  ; the  magistrates  have 
no  power  to  decide  above  £5.  I knew  an  instance  upon  the  other  side,  a few  days 
ago,  where  a jobber  bought  three  heifers  from  a man  and  got  earnest;  he  had  not  a farthing 
to  pay,  and  he  could  not  sell  them  again,  so  he  left  the  cattle  on  the  man’s  hands,  and  the 
man  lost  his  sale. 


Mountmellick,  December  17,  1852. 

Samuel  Sheane,  esq.,  examined. 

6160.  Do  you  reside  in  Mountmellick  ? — I do,  and  have  for  upwards  of  thirty  years. 

6161.  Are  you  in  the  corn  trade  ? — I buy  a great  deal  of  corn,  and  I keep  a flour  mill, 
and  also  a malt-house. 

6162.  I believe  you  are  a magistrate  for  the  county? — Yes,  and  the  adjoining  King’s 
County. 

6163.  Can  you  give  any  information  of  the  patent  or  authority  under  which  the  fairs  are 
held  ? — I presume  the  fairs  are  held  by  patent.  The  district  belongs  to  the  Marquess 
of  Drogheda,  who  is  the  patentee  of  the  fairs  and  markets,  but  he  derives  no  benefit  from 
it  of  late  years. 

6 1 64.  What  are  the  market-days  ? — The  only  recognized  markets  in  ancient  times  were 
on  Saturdays ; but  there  is  another  market-day  established  by  universal  consent,  held  upon 
Wednesday,  but  that  is  a minor  market. 

6165.  What  are  the  fair-days? — Second  of  February,  17th  March,  2nd  May,  second 
Thursday  after  Whit-Sunday,  the  20th  July,  which  was  one  the  inhabitants  established 
at  the  same  time  as  the  new  market,  the  26th  August,  29th  September,  1st  November, 
and  1 1th  December ; eight-  old  fairs  and  one  new. 

6166.  Have  you  any  Town  Commissioners? — No;  this  is  not  a corporate  town,  and  we 
have  no  Town  Commissioners.  There  was  a meeting  held  here  not  very  long  ago  for  the 
purpose  of  endeavouring  to  obtain  Commissioners,  and  the  inhabitants,  I believe,  from  fear 
of  being  taxed,  took  what  I think  was  a mistaken  view  of  the  matter,  and  opposed  it, 
although  the  meeting  was  legally  held  by  the  authority  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  it  has 
not  been  tried  since.  I believe  lately,  however,  a better  feeling  is  arising  here,,  and  that 
we  will  obtain  a system  of  self  government. 

6167.  Is  there  any  controlling  body  here  ? — None  whatever.  I question  if  you  have  met 
during  your  travels,  or  if  there  is  in  all  Ireland  a town  so  peculiarly  circumstanced,  with 
such  a number  of  inhabitants,  possessing  such  respectability  and  such  extent  of  trade,  having 
no  control  whatever,  except  the  character  of  the  parties  themselves. 

6168.  Are  there  any  tolls  paid  in  the  markets  or  at  the  fairs  ? — None  whatever. 

6 169.  Were  they  ever  levied  ? — They  were ; but  they  were  discontinued,  probably  twenty- 
five  years  ago,  in  consequence  of  a good  deal  of  discontent  and  opposition. 
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61 70.  'Were  there  any  legal  proceedings  ? — No ; but  there  was  an  universal  feeling  against 
the  mode  of  swearing  people  at  the  custom  gaps,  and  the  habit  of  taking  a certain  quantity 
of  corn  and  potatoes  out  of  the  sacks  for  toll,  and  also  charging  for  weighing. 

6171.  When  tolls  were  collected,  to  whom  did  they  go? — There  were  parties  who 
were  trustees,  gentlemen  long  since  dead,  and  the  tolls  and  customs  of  the  town 
were  leased  by  the  grandfather  of  the  present  Marquess  of  Drogheda  to  them  for  some 
charitable  purpose : I have  heard  that  of  giving  a certain  sum  towards  clothing  the  poor 
for  the  winter. 

6172.  W ere  they  levied  in  an  arbitrary  manner  ? — It  was  considered  so ; there  were  three 
or  four  hired  parties  who  went  about,  and  if  persons  had  only  a standing  for  vegetables  or 
any  thing  of  the  kind,  they  had  to  pay  2d. ; and  oaths  were  tendered  on  fair-days  to  find 
whether  persons  had  bought  or  sold. 

6173.  Is  there  any  market-place  here  ? — No  ; there  is  neither  market-place  or  fair-green, 
except  the  public  square. 

6174.  Do  sales  take  place  in  the  public  streets  ? — Yes ; upon  the  presented  roads. 

6175.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed  by  the  proprietor  of  the  market? — Never; 
although  I applied  myself  for  the  purpose.  I spoke  to  the  agent  several  times  of  the 
necessity,  and  I never  had  interviews  with  the  Marquess  himself. 

6176.  Are  there  public  beams  and  scales  ? — There  are  beams  and  scales,  private  property; 
in  fact  any  person  is  at  liberty  to  bring  out  a beam  and  scales  and  weigh. 

6177.  Are  the  parties  sworn  ? — Not  at  all. 

6178.  Is  corn  weighed  at  the  private  stores? — Not  invariably.  All  the  barley  and 
wheat,  generally  for  manufacturing  purposes,  are  weighed  at  the  respective  stores  of  the 
merchants ; but  oats  and  some  wheat,  by  parties  who  come  from  a distance,  jobbers  to  attend 
the  markets,  and  by  the  neighbouring  millers,  is  weighed  at  the  public  scales. 

6179.  How  many  pair  of  scales  are  there  ? — I think  three. 

6180.  Is  there  any  thing  to  prevent  three  more  from  being  established  there  to-morrow? 
— Nothing,  or  thirty-three. 

6181.  Or  the  present  three  from  being  taken  away  ? — Nothing  whatever.  At  the  time 
when  the  old  Marquess  of  Drogheda  exercised  control,  public  feeling  became  very  strong 
against  the  tolls,  and  an  individual  put  up  a public  scales,  and  a case  came  before  the 
magistrates  against  him  for  an  invasion  of  rights.  The  party  was  of  opinion  that  there  was 
no  invasion  of  rights,  as  the  Marquess  of  Drogheda  had  not  put  up  scales,  and  he  applied  to 
the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  and  the  magistrates  received  instructions  that  under  the 
circumstances  they  could  not  enforce  the  penalty. 

6182.  Under  what  Act  could  the  magistrates  prevent  a person  from  establishing  a pair  of 
scales  ? — I am  not  aware,  unless  by  the  patent  which  his  ancestry  held.  I myself,  before  the 
extension  of  the  Civil  Bill  Court,  took  a great  deal  of  trouble  to  have  a Seneschal  Court 
established. 

6183.  I suppose  the  corn  you  buy  is  weighed  at  your  own  stores? — It  is. 

6184.  Do  you  buy  by  sample  ? — Generally,  or  altogether;  the  corn  here  is  bought  by 
sack. 

6185.  Do  you  consider  it  the  best  plan? — Yes;  for  what  a man  purchases  then  he  has 
to  pay  for,  and  he  knows  what  he  has  to  give. 

6186.  Is  this  a large  corn  market? — It  is.  I may  say,  taking  every  grain,  that  the 
quantity  sold  here  amounts  to  150,000  barrels. 

6187.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing? — There  are  two  systems  adopted  here.  The 
more  usual  mode  of  weighing  is  with  no  less  than  half  a stone,  or  what  the  people  here  call, 
the  “give  and  take”  system.  There  is  no  beamage  taken,  and  half  a stone  is  deducted  from 
every  sack.  I do  not  think  that  the  buyers  gain  by  that  system  upon  the  whole.  Generally 
speaking,  the  farmers,  from  long  experience,  will  take  care  that  the  sacks  are  heavy 
enough  to  weigh  half  a stone,  or  sometimes  more,  so  that  the  buyers  really  have  no 
advantage. 

6188-  You  do  not  tare  the  sack? — Not  upon  that  plan.  The  other  mode — and  allow 
me  to  remark  that  either  is  always  at  the  option  of  the  seller — is  to  weigh  standing  beam, 
to  the  pound,  tare  the  sack,  take  no  more  than  the  actual  weight  of  the  sack,  and  deduct 
four  pounds  to  the  barrel.  I may  mention  to  you  as  a fact,  and  a very  singular  one,  that 
although  you  see  we  are  under  no  control  in  the  world,  yet,  during  the  twenty  years 
that  I have  been  sitting  here  as  a magistrate,  I never  x-ecollect  one — certainly  not  three 
charges  as  regards  weighing. 

6189.  Do  you  consider,  as  a rule,  that  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  is  objection- 
able ? — Most  decidedly ; while  human  nature  is  as  it  is,  I think  it  is  the  most  objectionable 
thing  in  the  world. 

6190.  Have  you  ever  known  parties  who  could  afford  to  give  a higher  price  than  others, 
and  make  it  up  by  weighing  ? — There  certainly  is  neither  check  nor  control  upon  them, 
and  people  must  only  depend  upon  their  consciences.  As  a system,  I consider  it  decidedly 
objectionable  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

6191.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised? — Persons  will  say  such  things,  but 
certainly  they  are  not  by  any  means  frequent.  I may  mention  to  you,  as  a singular  fact, 
that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a public  weighing  machine  in  the  town.  We  are  indebted 
to  a private  individual,  at  the  other  end  of  the  town,  who  has  a large  foundry,  who  has  a 
machine  to  weigli  his  metal ; and  wool,  hay,  straw,  coal,  and  other  articles  of  the  kind  are 
weighed  there,  and  pay  4 d.  a load. 

6192.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  proper  accommodation,  under 
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sworn  weighmasters,  with  a proper  market-house  or  market-place,  and  oblige  all  agricul- 
tural produce  to  be  sold  and  weighed  there  ? — Decidedly ; but  provision  should  be  made. 
There  should  be  a sufficient  number  of  beams  and  scales. 

6193.  Of  course  it  would  be  utterly  impossible,  at  present,  to  obtain  any  correct  statistics 
of  the  markets  ? — I should  say  entirely  so. 

6194.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  would  object  to  pay  a small  toll,  just  sufficient  to 
support  such  a market  ? — Decidedly  not ; and  I think  it  would  be  as  much  for  the  advantage 
of  the  buyer  as  the  seller. 

6195.  If  properly  conducted  under  respectable  officers,  would  it  not  be  a protection  to 
both  buyer  and  seller,  the  farmer  and  the  honest  merchant  ? — Certainly ; the  only  thing 

is,  whether  it  would  be  made  compulsory  in  a market  where  the  buyer  and  seller  are 
perfectly  satisfied,  and  have  confidence  in  each  other.  There  should  be  a general  measure 
for  the  whole  country.  There  could  be  no  Act  exempting  one  particular  district. 

6196.  Would  it  not  be  a very  desirable  thing  to  obtain,  which  could  be  done  in  such  a 
general  market,  the  agricultural  statistics  of  the  country? — I was,  for  a long  time,  of 
opinion  that  scarcely  any  country  suffered  so  much  from  the  want  of  statistics.  The  police 
have  latterly  gone  about  to  ascertain,  from  individuals,  the  number  of  their  acres,  and  the 
quantity  of  produce ; but  I should  think  the  returns  are  very  imperfect. 

6197'  Do  you  sell  here  by  the  barrel? — Yes;  twenty  stone  of  wheat,  sixteen  of  barley, 
fourteen  of  oats ; potatoes,  twenty-four  stone.  Bere  and  rape  arc  also  weighed  the  same 
as  barley. 

6198.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  tho 
country?— Most  decidedly;  it  is  almost  impossible  to  understand  the  prices,  at  present,  in 
different  parts  of  the  country.  I should  think  nothing  more  desirable  than  to  enable 
parties  to  understand  prices  all  over  Ireland.  I have  heard  several  parties  here  complain 
of  the  want  of  it.  Very  few  men  here  understand  how  to  compare  the  English  system  of 
measures  with  our  weights. 

6199.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  selling  everywhere  by  the  stone? — I think  by  the 
stone  would  be  the  best  way. 

6200.  Do  you,  as  a practical  man,  see  any  objection  to  selling  everywhere  by  the 
stone  ? — Not  the  least.  I think  the  barrel  system  objectionable. 

6201.  Would  you  be  in  favour,  in  a public  market,  of  weighing  all  agricultural  produce 
standing  beam,  with  as  small  a weight  as  one  pound,  ar.d  abolishing  all  deductions  of  beamage 
over  the  whole  country? — It  is  the  same  thing  exactly ; but  there  would  be  no  door  opened 
for  fraud  of  any  kind  bv  the  system  you  suggest. 

6202.  Is  it  not  a great  injury  to  the  farmer,  as  between  him  and  the  landlord,  as  all 
valuations  are  founded  upon  the  price  of  corn? — One  thing  is  quite  certain,  that  the 
system  you  suggest  would  completely  close  the  door  against  fraud  of  any  kind,  if  the  scale 
be  correct. 

6203.  Do  you  not  consider  the  very  system  of  making  these  deductions  has  been 
rather  an  encouragement  to  parties  to  bring  in  their  corn  in  a dirty  state  ? — I think 
it  has. 

6204.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  such  a market  beginning  at  a stated  hour? — Yes  ; I 
have  heard  very  frequent  complaints  of  the  want  of  a regular  hour.  It  has  very  frequently 
happened,  from  the  want  of  such  a system,  that  when  there  was  a slight  advance  in  the 
market,  people  go  out  upon  the  roads  and  meet  the  farmers  coming  in,  who  are  not  aware 
of  the  advance,  and  buy  the  corn  from  them  before  it  reaches  the  town.  I have  always 
objected  to  the  system  of  selling  by  sample,  which  1 consider  most  objectionable.  When 
you  had  bought  a quantity  of  corn  by  sample,  if  any  advance  took  place,  the  seller  went 
and  sold  it  to  another  buyer ; then,  if  the  market  fell,  your  were  sure  to  get  the  man’s  own 
corn  with  his  neighbour’s  corn,  which  you  did  not  buy  at  all.  Then,  sometimes,  even  if 
you  did  get  home  the  corn,  it  was  ten  to  one  you  would  not  get  the  full  quantity.  Several 
cases  have  occurred  where  such  things  have  been  brought  before  the  Civil  Bill  Courts,  and 
parties  punished  for  not  fulfilling  their  contracts. 

6205.  Now  is  there  anything  to  prevent,  in  a large  market,  corn  being  sold  in  parcels  ? — 
Nothing  in  the  world;  except  that  you  should  be  careful,  in  a legislative  enactment,  that 
where  any  benefit  is  derived  by  the  owner  of  property,  every  proprietor  should  be  com- 
pelled to  leave  sufficient  space  for  a public  market,  and  also  for  a public  fair-green  ; for  I 
think  holding  fairs  in  the  public  streets  very  objectionable. 

6206.  The  very  theory  you  stated  about  the  farmer  being  met  coming  into  town,  not  know- 
ing of  an  advance,  shows  the  necessity  for  a public  market  ? — It  was  with  that  view  I stated 

it.  No  doubt  a public  market  would  be  the  greatest  possible  advantage. 

6207.  A great  advantage  to  the  countryman  would  be  that  he  could  sec  every  thing 
around  him  ? — Yes,  and  no  one  could  take  any  advantage  of  him. 

6208.  Is  there  a butter-market  here? — Nothing  but  the  streets.  We  have  no  market 
for  butter,  eggs,  or  poultry ; and  the  poor  creatures  who  sell  them  are  under  all  the 
weather.  The  very  meat,  at  all  seasons,  is  out  in  the  open  streets. 

6209-  Is  there  a butter  inspector  ? — No  ; the  buyers  inspect  butter  themselves. 

6210.  Then  the  buyers  inspect,  fix  the  price,  and  declare  the  weight  ? — The  thing  is 
greatly  governed  by  custom.  A firkin  of  butter,  by  a sort  of  common  consent,  is  managed 
so  as  to  weigh  a certain  quantity,  I tbink  six  stone  four  pounds,  gross  weight;  and,  except 
by  special  agreement,  it  is  considered  that  you  pay  for  nothing  more  than  that ; and  if  it  is 
short  you  pay  short. 

6211.  Is  it  bought  by  weight  or  by  lump  ? — By  weight. 
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6212.  With  regard  to  fairs,  do  you  think  the  townspeople  would  generally  object  to  the  MOUNTMELLICK, 

fairs  being  removed  ? — Not  if  they  were  kept  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  towns.  I l7tfc  December,  1852. 
hope  the  gcneralsystem  will  be  very  different  under  the  Government,  from  what  it  was  under  rrr- 

the  old  system  belonging  to  the  Lords  of  the  Manor,  in  which  the  most  disgraceful  abuses  s 
occurred.  There  is  no  such  thing  here  as  a person  to  keep  the  records  of  the  fair,  and  it  - ue  S cane’  esq' 
frequently  happens  that  great  disputes  arise,  particularly,  for  instance,  with  regard  to  stolen 
property.  A servant  may  steal  his  master’s  corn,  audit  may  be  sold  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  fair.  Now  it  would  be  a great  security  that  there  should  be  a sort  of  clerk 
of  the  fairs,  who  would  keep  an  account  of  all  the  sales,  and  that  every  thing  should  be 
entered  in  the  book  to  show  that  the  transaction  was  a fair  and  legitimate  one. 

6213.  Of  course  you  would  be  in  favour  of  paying  a small  charge  for  standings? — Certainly ; 

I may  remark,  that  although  under  the  state  of  things  which  you  have  heard  of,  that  it  is  a 
singular  fact,  that  there  is  not  a market  in  the  whole  country  where  the  buyers  have  a higher 
character  for  honesty,  and  fair  dealing  than  this.  I do  not  know  whether  it  would  come, 
within  the  scope  of  any  Act  which  may  be  brought  in,  or  of  your  inquiry ; but  I would  re- 
mark, that  no  town  suffers  more  from  the  want  of  proper  shambles,  particularly  in  warm 
weather.  It  is  an  absolute  disgrace  to  any  civilized  community  to  see  the  way  in  which  meat 
is  exposed  here.  Our  market  is  supplied  principally  by  victuallers  coming  in  from  Portarling- 
tou,  and  there  is  no  provision  whatever  made  for  them,  unless  when  they  sometimes  get 
the  shelter  of  a door  in  wet  weather. 


6214.  How  is  bread  sold  in  the  town  ? — Generally  speaking,  the  bread  is  sold  by  the  four 
pound  loaf  and  the  two  pound  loaf. 

6215.  Is  it  not  the  general  custom  to  lower  the  size  of  the  loaf  when  the  flour  gets  a rise? 
— In  the  case  of  the  bread  sold  to  retailers  it  generally  is. 

6216.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  it  always  sold  by  the  pound,  and  let  the  quantity 
vary  with  the  price  of  the  flour  ? — I think  it  would  ; the  more  uniformity  you  have  in  all 
things  the  better.  I may  remark,  that  before  the  famine,  the  people  bought  flour  by  the 
pint,  the  quart,  or  the  pottle  ; now  they  never  take  it  by  the  measure. 

6217.  We  have  heard  objections  urged  as  regarded  millers  living  outside  the  limits  of  a 
town? — I think  millers  living  three  or  four  miles  from  a market  town  could  not  well  be 
compelled  by  law  to  go  into  the  town ; but  I find  it  here  in  practice,  that  since  the  market 
was  established,  all  the  neighbouring  millers,  even  living  five  or  six  miles  from  the  town, 
come  in  here,  and  buy  at  the  market,  and  have  stores  in  town. 

6218.  And  do  you  find  that  farmers  come  in  here  in  preference  to  stopping  at  the  mills? 
— Decidedly;  such  is  the  case.  In  Athy,  where  the  samples  are  brought  by  the  farmer,  it 
is  quite  easy  for  the  miller;  but  here  it  is  quite  a different  thing;  and  where  corn  comes  in 
in  parcels  it  is  clearly  the  interest  of  the  miller  to  have  a store  to  receive  it.  It  would  be 
very  well  at  once  to  put  a stop  to  selling  by  sample. 

6219.  It  will  stop  itself. — That  is  quite  true;  there  are  three  or  four  parties  here  who 
have  stores  here,  although  they  do  not  live  in  the  town,  and  who  purchase  at  the  market, 
store  it,  and  draw  it  away  at  convenience  during  the  week.  Unless  there  are  many  buyers, 
of  course,  the  farmers  do  not  in  general  bring  in  very  large  parcels. 


Mr.  James  Milner  examined.  513. 

6220.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Mountmellick.  Mr.  James  Milner. 

6221.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  in  the  wool  trade. 

6222.  Is  there  much  wool  sold  in  the  town  ? — A good  deal. 

6223.  Where  is  it  sold? — The  parties  having  wool  in  the  neighbourhood  bring  it  to  the 
stores. 

6224.  Is  it  weighed  there  ? — It  is. 

6225.  What  is  the  stone  of  wool? — Sixteen  pounds. 

6226.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  ? — Standing  beam  to  the  pound,  nothing  less, 
and  for  any  thing  over  three  hundred-weight,  four  pounds  beamage,  the  tare  of  the  sack, 
and  an  allowance  of  one-fortieth  part  for  tret.  From  one  hundred-weight  to  three  hundred- 
weight we  deduct  two  pounds,  and  for  anything  under  that  it  is  optional— if  the  seller 
gives  good  weight,  perhaps  we  would  require  nothing. 

6227.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  abolish  all  these  deductions? — I do  not  think  it  would 
make  any  difference.  I would  have  no  objection  to  have  it  all  abolished  ; I think  it  would 
simplify  matters. 

6228.  Do  you  agree  with  what  Mr.  Sheane  has  stated,  relative  to  a general  market? — 

I do  ; I certainly  would  be  in  favour  of  a general  market. 

6229.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  ? — I would.; 
and  weighing  wool  by  the  pound,  and  corn  by  the  stone. 

6230.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  obtain,  as  we  might  at  a general  market,  proper 
agricultural  statistics  ? — It  would  be  very  satisfactory. 

6231.  At  present  it  is  all  done  by  guess-work? — Completely  so. 

6232.  Do  you  think  the  fairs  would  be  better  held  where  they  are,  or  in  an  enclosed 
fair-green  ? — I hardly  agree  with  what  Mr.  Sheane  has  said  in  that  respect.  I think  it  is 
frequently  a great  advantage  to  collect  people  in  the  town. 


Mr.  Edward  Murphy  examined.  514. 

6233.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  this  town.  Mr.EdvnrdMurpliy. 

6234.  Are  you  in  the  corn  trade  ? — Yes,  and  the  flour  trade  ; and  am  also  agent  to  the 
Grand  Canal  Company. 
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6235.  Do  you  buy  much  corn  ? — From  7,000  to  10,000  barrels  a-year. 

6236.  As  regards  tbe  estimate  of  the  quantity  sold  here,  do  you  think  150,000  barrels 
correct  ? — Perhaps  it  may  be  a little  over  the  mark — certainly  from  120,000  to  150,000. 

6237.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — I think  there  might  be  one  objection. 
Perhaps  occasions  might  occur,  and  they  have  occurred  to  myself,  where,  after  selling  and 
weighing  the  corn  in  a public  market,  the  man  who  sold  it  might  take  some  out  before 
delivering  it. 

6238.  There  should  be  a special  clause  for  punishing,  in  a summary  way,  any  fraud,  either 
upon  the  part  of  the  buyer  or  the  seller,  and  have,  the  power  given  to  the  head  officer  of 
the  market  to  prosecute  in  all  such  cases,  and  they  would  soon  cease  ? — In  that  case,  I 
would  certainly  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  as  a rule,  for  it  would  be  the  fairest  for 
the  buyer  and  seller. 

6239.  Do  you  think  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  private  stores  offers  facilities  for  frauds, 
if  men  choose  to  be  dishonest ? — It  certainly  does. 

6240.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country ? — I would. 

6241.  And  weighing  all  agricultural  produce  standing-beam  to  the  pound,  abolishing 
deductions,  and  regulating  prices  accordingly  ? — Certainly,  I would. 

6242.  Which  would  you  think  best  for  an  uniform  system  in  weighing  corn — the  stone, 
or  the  barrel? — 1 do  not  think  the  stone  would  enable  us  to  go  close  enough. 

6243.  Is  your  system  of  weighing  the  same  as  that  mentioned  by  Mr  Sheane  ? — It  is  ; 
we  adopt  either  the  old  or  the  new  system.  I differ  with  Mr.  Sheane  only  in  one  point — 
if  I find  the  farmers  have  the  sacks  heavier  than  seven  pounds,  I generally  super-tare  them. 

6244.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage  ? — There  used  to  be  a small 
charge  made  by  the  men  about  the  store,  and  they  were  sometimes  a little  disorderly  on 
a Saturday,  and  I prevented  them  from  receiving  it ; and  now,  perhaps,  the  farmer  who  has 
ten  hundred-weight,  will  leave  them  2d.  or  3d.,  or  whatever  he  may  choose  to  give,  and  I 
divide  the  money  among  them. 

6245.  But  you  do  not  oblige  the  farmers  to  give  it  ? — Certainly  not. 

6246.  Have  you  any  of  that  class  of  persons  called  sky-farmers  or  penny-buyers  ? — No. 

6247.  The  transaction  takes  place  directly  between  the  farmer  and  the  merchant  ? — Yes, 
directly. 

624S.  In  the  event  of  a general  market  being  established,  you  would  not  be  in  favour  of 
charging  a higher  toll  than  would  support  it? — Not  more,  certainly. 

6249.  With  regal’d  to  fairs,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  obliging  the  proprietors  of  fairs  to 
provide  proper  enclosed  fair- greens? — Yes;  I would  have  a proper  enclosed  fair-green  for 
all  cattle  coming  in,  quite  convenient  to  the  town. 

6250.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  generally  would  object  to  pay  a small  charge  for  a good 
standing  ? — I do  not  think  they  would,  when  they  would  find  the  benefit  of  it. 

6251.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  pay  such  a charge  upon  entering  the  fair? — Not  a 
doubt  of  it. 

6252.  Do  you  consider  fairs  held  in  the  streets  a nuisance  to  the  inhabitants  of  a town  ? — 
To  some  of  them,  but  not  to  others. 

6253.  Is  it  a convenient  place  for  those  who  come  to  buy  and  sell  cattle  ? — I do  not  think 
it  is,  for  people  want  a place  where  they  can  look  at  the  cattle ; and  the  place  wo  have  is 
nearly  half-a-mile  long,  from  one  end  of  the  town  to  the  other,  and  a man  might  lose  his 
whole  day  going  through  it. 

Mr.  Charles  Pym  examined. 

6254.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Mountmellick. 

6255.  Are  you  a farmer  ? — I am. 

6256.  Do  you  agree  in  the  opinions  we  have  heard  from  Mr.  Sheane  and  Mr.  Murphy  ? — 
I do. 

6257.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a general  market? — I am. 

6258.  You  think  it  would  be  the  fairest  for  the  farmer  and  the  honest  trader? — I do. 

6259.  You  buy  butter  ? — Yes. 

6260.  Is  it  bought  and  weighed  at  your  own  stores  ? — Yes ; and  I inspect  it  and  fix  the 
price. 

626 1 . W ould  you  prefer  a public  market,  and  have  the  inspection  and  weighing  performed 
by  a sworn  weighmaster  ? — Indeed  I would.  I think  the  Cork  system  a great  deal  better 
than  ours. 

6262.  Do  you  make  a charge  for  weighing  or  cooperage  ? — I charge  10<7.  a firkin. 

6263.  How  do  you  weigh? — Standing  beam,  or  just  a bare  turn.  We  pay  for  six  stone, 
and  four  pound  for  beamage  and  scrapeage,  and  if  it  is  short  of  that,  we  pay  for  so  much  less. 

6264.  If  it  is  over? — We  seldom  or  never,  unless  there  is  a bargain  with  the  seller,  pay 
for  it ; and  I have  tried  it  frequently,  and  we  hardly,  in  the  long  run,  gain  by  it.  Thep 
the  tare  of  the  firkin  is  sixteen  pounds  or  seventeen  pounds. 

6265.  Do  you  strip  the  firkin  ?— If  there  is  a dispute  with  the  seller  we  strip  it. 

6266.  If  there  is  not,  what  would  you  do  ?— We  agree  among  ourselves,  and  we  are 
frequently  losers.  The  firkins  sometimes  weigh  twenty  pounds. 

6267.  Do  you  ever  tare  less  than  fifteen  pounds? — Never  less. 

6268.  What  difference  do  you  make  between  first  and  second  quality? — Generally  10s., 
or  8s.,  according  to  quality. 
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6269.  What  quantity  is  sold  here  in  the  year?— I should  say  5,000  firkins. 

6270.  Do  people  ever  complain  that  your  weights  do  not  give  them  the  quantity  they 
■expect  ? — Some  of  them  do  complain,  but  others  are  well  pleased. 

6271.  If  it  were  inspected  and  weighed,  would  it  not  be  better  to  abolish  all  deductions  ? 
— Indeed  I think  we  would  all  be  better  satisfied. 

6272.  Was  there  ever  a public  market  here? — No;  hut  there  was  a person  named 
Thornton  inspector. 

6273.  Did  he  receive  compensation  from  Government  ? — He  did  not. 

6274.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a public  general  market? — I would. 

6275.  What  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  fairs  ? — I would  like  to  see  them  held  in  a 
proper  fair-green. 

Mr.  Michael  Reynolds  examined. 

6276.  Do  you  live  in  this  town? — I do. 

6277.  Are  you  a farmer  ? — I am. 

6278.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market? — I would.  My  opinion  agrees  with 
Mr.  Sheane’s.  I think  it  would  be  a great  advantage,  and  more  satisfactory  for  all  parties. 

6279.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  generally  would  not  object  to  pay  a small  charge  to 
support  such  a market  ? — I do  not  think  they  would. 

6280.  What  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  fairs  ? — I think  if  a fair -green  were  convenient, 
it  would  be  very  satisfactory. 

6281.  Would  it  not  be  a good  plan  to  abolish  all  deductions,  such  as  beamage  ? — I think 
it  would. 


Clearies  Molloy  examined. 

6282.  Do  you  reside  in  Mountmellick  ? — I do. 

6283.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — Principally  weighing  potatoes. 

6284.  By  whom  were  you  appointed  ? — 1 only  took  my  crane  into  the  market. 

6285.  No  one  objected  to  your  doing  so  ? — Not  one. 

6286.  How  long  have  you  been  there  ? — Fourteen  or  fifteen  years. 

6287.  Have  you  only  one  beam  and  scales  ? — That  is  all. 

6288.  Is  it  voluntary  to  make  use  of  it  or  not  ? — Of  course  it  is. 

6289.  What  do  you  charge  ? — One  penny  a sack  for  every  thing,  large  or  small;  some 
very  small  ones  I make  no  charge  for. 

6290.  Do  you  get  Id.  for  a hundred-weight  ? — Sometimes. 

629 1 • What  is  your  system  of  weighing  corn  ? — Just  the  same  as  the  private  stores. 

6292.  Do  you  weigh  both  ways  ? — I do. 

6293.  Do  you  tare  the  sack  ? — Sometimes,  if  they  are  brought  back  to  me. 

6294.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ? — I do. 

6295.  What  do  you  put  on  it  ? — The  buyer’s  and  seller’s  names,  and  the  weight. 

6296.  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — If  any  person  wishes  it  I copy  the  ticket. 

6297.  If  a gentleman’s  servant  or  a farmer’s  man  lost  his  ticket,  and  came  back  next  day, 
could  you  give  him  a copy  ? — I could  not. 

6298.  Do  you  deduct  beamage  from  the  weight  of  the  corn  and  the  sack  ? — No.  I put 
down  the  gross  weight,  and  when  the  sacks  come  back,  I deduct  them,  and  the  beamage 
afterwards. 

6299.  So  that  a person  weighing  upon  the  old  system  would  have  to  bring  back  the 
sacks  ? — He  would. 

6300.  Could  you  tell  the  quantity  weighed  and  the  average  price  for  a year  ? — Indeed 
I could  not. 

6301.  How  often  do  you  get  your  scales  adjusted? — Two  or  three  times  a-year. 

6302.  Are  there  two  other  weighmen  beside  you  ? — There  are. 

6303.  Do  you  compete  with  one  another? — No ; we  are  unanimous. 

6304.  Do  you  get  your  beam  regulated  ? — I do,  once  or  twice  a year. 

6305.  What  height  are  the  scales  ? — Nine  inches  from  the  ground,  standing  beam. 

6306.  What  is  the  barrel  of  potatoes? — Twenty-four  stone. 

6307.  How  do  you  weigh  potatoes  ? — Down  weight. 

6308.  A good  hit  to  the  ground  ? — It  must  hit  the  ground  three  times. 

6309.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use? — Half  a stone. 

6310.  What  would  it  take,  with  a heavy  draught,  to  bring  the  scale  from  standing  beam 
to  down  weight  ? — A couple  of  pounds. 

6311.  Then  the  farmer  may  lose  nine  pounds  ? — He  may. 

6312.  What  deductions  do  you  make? — A stone  on  every  barrel,  from  the  1st  of 
November  to  the  1st  of  May,  and  half  a stone  afterwards  for  bag  and  dirt. 

6313.  Do  you  always  give  a ticket  ? — I do. 

6314.  You  do  not  mark  it  with  chalk  on  the  man’s  hat  ? — I mark  it  on  the  sack,  but  I 
always  give  a ticket  too. 

6315.  Do  you  weigh  any  thing  else  ? — Any  thing  that  may  come  in  to  me. 

6316.  What  is  your  charge  ? — Just  Id.  a load ; but  l weigh  nothing  hardly  but  corn  and 
potatoes. 

6317.  Does  your  system  give  satisfaction? — Yes,  I am  obliged  to  do  so. 

6318.  Were  you  ever  sworn? — I never  was. 
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Abbeyleix,  December  18,  1852. 

Mr.  Edmoncl  Sivctn  examined. 

6319.  Are  you  agent  to  Lord  Do  Vesci  ? — I am. 

6320.  Can  you  tell  us  under  what  authority  or  patent  the  fairs  and  markets  have  been 
held  here  ? — Under  a patent  taken  out,  I believe,  by  Lord  De  Vesci,  but  that  was  before 
I was  agent. 

6321.  In  what  year?— I do  not  know. 

6322.  When  was  the  market  established  ?— It  was  before  my  time,  and  I have  been 
upwards  of  twenty-eight  years  agent  here. 

6323.  I dare  say  you  will  be  safe  in  stating  that  it  was  established  within  the  last  forty 
years  ? — I should  say  so. 

6324.  Who  is  the  present  patentee  and  proprietor  of  the  fairs  and  markets? — Lord 
De  Vesci. 

6325.  Does  any  other  person  in  the  town  claim  any  right? — No. 

6326.  Have  you  any  Town  Commissioners? — No. 

6327.  What  are  the  market-days? — Saturday  in  every  week. 

6328.  Is  that  the  day  granted  by  the  patent  ? — I do  not  know. 

6329-  What  are  the  fair-days  ? — There  are  six  fairs  in  the  year — one  in  every  two  months. 

6330.  Are  tolls  or  customs  paid  at  either  the  fairs  or  the  markets  ? — No. 

6331.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place? — Not  enclosed;  the  market  is  held  in  an 
open  space  about  the  market-house,  and  the  corn  is  weighed  inside. 

6332.  Is  there  a market-house  ? — There  is. 

6333.  Would  you  call  the  place  where  the  market  is  held  the  open  street  ? — Well,  it  is 
a place  made  for  the  purpose  of  holding  markets. 

6334.  When  was  the  market-house  erected  ? — I think  in  1835. 

6335.  Was  it  erected  by  Lord  De  Vesci  ? — It  was. 

6336.  Are  sales  of  agricultural  produce  confined  to  that  open  space,  or  are  they  made 
through  the  town,  and  at  the  stores  ? — I think  the  greater  part  goes  there,  but  not  all. 

6337-  Has  Lord  De  Vesci  appointed  a weighmaster? — He  has. 

6338.  When  was  he  appointed  ?— In  1849. 

6339.  Is  he  the  only  one  ? — No  ; there  is  one  for  corn  and  another  for  potatoes. 

6340.  Are  they  separate  appointments  ? — They  are. 

6341-  Are  these  men  sworn  under  the  4th  of  Anne,  c.  14? — They  are  not. 

6342.  How  many  public  beams  and  scales  are  there  ? — There  are  two,  besides  one  or 
two  smaller  ones  for  butter  and  meat.  The  potato  scales  are  in  the  open  air,  and  that  for 
corn  under  the  market-house. 

6343.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town  weighed  in  the  public  scales  ? — I 
think  the  greater  part  of  it. 

6344-  Where  is  the  rest  weighed  ? — I think  in  the  private  scales  in  the  town ; and  I 
believe  some  parties  weigh  at  their  own  stores. 

6345.  Were  the  private  scales  established  under  any  authority? — They  were  not. 

6346.  Did  the  proprietor  of  the  market  authorize  them? — No. 

6347-  Do  they  weigh  for  hire  ? — Some  of  them  do. 

6348.  Have  you  a public  ounsel  ? — Yes;  and  there  is  one  established  by  a private  party 
in  addition. 

6349.  Is  the  accommodation  provided  at  the  market  sufficient  to  weigh  all  the  agricul- 
tural produce  in  the  town  ? — I consider  that  it  is. 

6350.  Was  there  any  necessity  for  these  private  scales  ? — I think  not. 

635 1 . Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  with  regard  to  the  system  of  weighing  in 
private  ? — I have  heard  it  said  that  parties  sometimes  did  not  receive  their  proper  weight. 

6352.  To  which  side  are  they  supposed  to  lean  ? — To  the  seller,  generally,  but  I.  have 
heard  it  both  ways. 

6353.  Are  the  fairs  held  in  the  public  streets  or  in  an  enclosed  fair-green? — In  the 
public  street,  around  the  market-house. 

6354.  Is  the  place  sufficiently  large  ? — It  is, 

6355.  Does  it  cause  any  inconvenience  or  annoyance  to  the  people? — I think  not;  I 
never  heard  that  it  did. 

6356.  Are  tolls  levied  at  the  fairs  ? — No. 

6357.  Do  they  extend  down  the  street,  or  are  they  confined  to  that  place? — They  are 
generally  very  trifling  in  extent — not  many  cattle. 

6358.  In  the  event  of  large  fairs  being  established,  would  the  space  there  be  sufficient  ? 
— They  might  extend  down  the  street. 

6359.  Would  not  that  be  an  inconvenience  to  the  people  of  the  town? — Not  a great 
deal ; of  course  it  would  be  more  or  less  inconvenience. 

6360.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  in  which  all  agricultural  produce 
should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I would. 

6361.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — I would. 

6362.  Would  you  be  in  favour,  in  such  a market,  of  weighing  all  agricultural  produce 
standing  beam,  to  the  pound,  and  abolishing  all  deductions  of  beamage? — Yes  ; 1 think  it 
would  be  a very  fair  way. 

6363.  Docs  not  the  present  system  of  deduction  keep  up  a fictitious  price  ?— I think 
it  does. 
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6364.  Arc  not  the  same  deductions  made  whether  parties  bring  in  their  corn  clean  or 
dirty  ? — X o ; when  it  comes  to  be  examined,  there  is  a further  deduction  if  it  be  in  a dirty 
state. 

6365.  But  still,  if  a man  brings  in  his  corn  in  the  cleanest  possible  state,  the  first  deduc- 
tion is  made? — It  is ; but  it  is  considered  in  the  price  of  the  article. 

6366.  Then  would  it  not  be  better  to  take  the  exact  quantity? — Certainly;  I think  it 
would  be  very  desirable  to  have  a uniform  system. 

6367.  Would  it  not  he  very  desirable  to  be  able  to  obtain  proper  agricultural  statistics 
from  such  a market  ? — Yes,  it  would  be  very  useful. 

6368.  Do  you  think  the  public  scales  the  fairest  test,  affording  protection  both  to  the 
farmer  and  to  the  honest  trader  ? — I do. 

6369.  Have  you  many  buyers  in  this  town? — 1 believe  not  very  many. 

637  0.  Are  there  any  who  weigh  at  their  own  stores  ? — I believe  there  are. 

6371-  Do  you  consider  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  objectionable,  as  opening  a 
door  for  fraud  if  the  buyer  chooses  to  be  dishonest  ? — I think  it  is;  and  if  there  were  public 
scales,  and  a proper  guarantee  and  precaution  taken  that  the  weighmaster  should  exercise 
his  duty  fairly  and  honestly,  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  both  parties. 

6372.  Is  there  a butter  market  in  the  town  ? — No  ; butter  is  sold  in  lump  here. 

6373.  There  is  no  inspector  of  course  ? — No. 

6374.  Is  it  sold  by  weight? — It  is. 

6375.  Would  you  he  in  favour  of  having  the  fairs  where  they  are,  in  the  streets,  or  having 
an  enclosed  fair-green  provided,  and  making  a small  charge  for  standings  ? — My  experience 
would  go  to  leave  them  as  they  are ; I have  not  seen  any  inconvenience  by  them.  In 
Ballinakill  we  have  a number  of  fairs,  and  some  of  them  very  much  thronged,  and  I do 
not  see  any  inconvenience  from  them.  Of  course  when  the  streets  are  very  narrow,  they 
must  be  inconvenient. 

6376.  Besides,  the  fairs  extend  a mile  in  some  places,  and  buyers  lose  a great  deal  of 
time  in  going  from  one  end  to  the  other  ? — Yes,  there  is  some  objection  in  that. 

Benjamin  Milton  examined. 

6377.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  weighmaster  here. 

037 1-.  By  whom  were  you  appointed? — By  Lord  De  Vesci. 

6379-  When?— In  1849. 

63S0.  Are  you  the  only  weighmaster  ?— No ; there  is  another  for  the  potato-market.  I 
attend  to  the  crane  and  the  ounsel. 

638 1 . How  do  you  attend  to  both  ? — Very  seldom  is  there  much  hay  weighed  in  the  early 
part  of  the  day,  and  the  corn  is  weighed  by  that  time.  I have  a porter  to  help  me  if  the 
corn  is  at  the  same  time. 

6382.  Were  you  ever  sworn? — Never. 

6383.  Do  you  receive  a salary  ? — No,  only  the  fees. 

6384.  Do  you  account  for  your  receipts  to  Lord  De  Vesci’s  agent  ? — I do  not. 

6385.  What  do  you  charge  for  weighing? — Any  tiling  over  ten  stone  of  oats,  Id.,  and 
any  thing  under  that  \d. 

6386.  Do  you  ever  charge  more  than  Id.  for  a draught  ? — Never  more  than  \d.,  no 
.matter  what  it  weighs. 

6387.  What  do  you  charge  for  potatoes? — The  same. 

6388.  What  do  you  charge  at  the  ounsel? — Two  pence  for  a load,  whatever  it  weighs. 

6389.  Would  you  charge  more  than  2d.  for  thirty  hundred- weight  ? — No,  nor  for  fifty. 

6390.  What  is  your  charge  for  butter? — One  halfpenny  a draught,  no  matter  what  it 
weighs — sometimes  four  stone,  and  sometimes  eight  or  nine  pounds. 

639 1 . What  staff  do  you  employ  ? — I have  one  porter,  and  my  wife  and  daughter  attend 
to  the  butter  scales. 

6392.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  corn  ? — Just  a turn  of  the  beam. 

6393.  What  is  your  smallest  weight  ? — Seven  pounds,  except  by  the  special  agreement. 

6394.  It  must  be  seven  pounds  with  a cast,  or  nothing? — It  must. 

6395.  If  there  were  seven  pounds  standing  beam  would  you  throw  it  out? — I would. 

6396.  So  that  a farmer  who  does  not  trim  his  sack,  may  lose  any  thing  up  to  seven 
pounds  ? — He  may. 

6397.  What  do  you  deduct  for  beamago? — Nothing;  only  half  a stone  for  the  weight 
of  the  empty  sack. 

6398.  Do  you  always  deduct  it? — Always,  unless  there  is  an  agreement  to  weigh  standing 
beam,  and  then  put  in  the  empty  sacks  and  weigh  them. 

6399.  What  is  your  system  at  the  potato  crane  ? — Exactly  the  same ; a cast  of  the  beam, 
with  no  less  weight  than  seven  pounds,  and  half  a stone  for  the  sack ; except  this  difference, 
that  any  thing  that  goes  beyond  twenty  stone  of  potatoes,  there  is  a stone  allowed  for  the 
bag  and  dirt. 

6400.  What  is  your  smallest  weight  at  the  ounsel  ? — Two  stone ; I could  weigh  to  the 
pound  before,  but  some  people  got  in  and  broke  the  upper  bar  of  the  ounsel,  and  now  I 
can  only  weigh  to  the  two  stone. 

640 L Do  you  always  weigh  the  cart? — Always,  but  when  we  know  the  cart ; aud  even 
then  we  weigh  it  in  wet  weather. 

6402.  Do  you  give  the  seller  a ticket  at  the  corn  scales  ? — I do. 

6403.  Is  it  printed  ? — It  is. 

2 R 


ABBEYLEIX, 
18th  December,  1852. 

53L8T 

Mr.  Edmond  Swan. 


519. 

Benjamin  Milton. 
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519^ 

Benjamin  Milton. 


6404.  What  do  you  mention  in  the  ticket? — The  gross  weight,  and  the  date,  and  the 
seller’s  name,  and  deduct  seven  pounds  ; and  if  it  is  required,  make  up  what  is  to  be  paid. 

6405.  Do  you  keep  a copy  of  the  ticket? — Not  of  corn. 

6406.  Do  you  enter  in  a book  ?— No.  x , 0 TT  , , , 

6407.  Then  if  a man  lost  his  ticket,  he  could  not  get  a copy  next  day  .'—He  could  not. 

6408.  Is  there  any  charge  made  for  porterage? — None ; I employ  porters  to  help  in  the 


C°6409.  How  is  corn  bought?— By  the  stone:  twenty  pounds  of  wheat,  sixteen  pounds  of 
barley  and  here,  and  fourteen  pounds  of  oats. 

6410.  What  is  the  stone  of  potatoes  ?— Twenty  pounds. 

6411.  How  often  do  you  get  your  weights  adjusted  ? — Mostly  once  a-year. 

6412.  Could  you  give  any  idea  of  the  quantity  of  corn  sold  in  a year? — I could  not. 

6413  Is  any  corn  weighed  at  the  private  stores  ? — There  is. 

6414  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  private  weighing  ? — I heard  of  an 
instance,  where  there  was  a load  of  hay  weighed,  and  there  was  one  hundred- weight  and 
a-half  given  more  than  at  my  stores. 

6415.  Do  the  private  scales  get  much  to  do? — Not  a great  deal. 

6416.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  there  ? — Just  the  same. 

6417.  Did  you  hear  of  any  frauds  there? — I knew  of  one,  where  a sack  of  corn  brought 
from  the  scales  to  be  weighed  at  mine,  and  there  was  half  a stone  weight  more  in  mine. 

6418.  Do  parties  weighing  prefer  the  public  scales? — They  do. 

6419.  Is  there  sufficient  accommodation  in  the  market  to  weigh  all  the  corn  without  the 
private  scales  ? — I think  there  is  quite. 

6420.  How  do  you  weigh  butter  ? — By  the  stone,  to  the  pound. 

6421.  Do  you  weigh  with  less  than  one  pound  weight  ? — Yes,  with  a quarter  pound. 

6422.  Do  you  require  a cast  of  the  beam  ? — I do. 

6423.  What  beamage  do  you  deduct  ? — None  at  all. 

6424.  Is  any  firkin  butter  sold  here  ? — None. 

6425.  Is  there  a large  butter  market  ? — There  is  a great  deal  of  lump  butter  sold. 

6426.  What  is  your  principal  produce  here  ? — I think  oats. 

6427.  Do  you  think  there  are  30,000  barrels  of  all  kinds  of  grain  sold  here  in  the  year?— 
I think  there  are. 

6428.  Have  you  many  buyers  here  ? — A great  many  buyers  attend  the  market. 

6429.  Are  there  many  stores? — There  are  not. 

6430.  How  do  you  weigh  wool?— We  hardly  ever  get  wool  here. 

6431.  If  all  the  corn  weighed  in  the  market  were  obliged  by  law  to  be  sold  and  weighed 
at  the  public  scales,  would  you  have  sufficient  accommodation  ?— I think  we  would. 

6432.  Is  there,  space  enough  to  put  up  more  scales  ? — There  is  plenty. 


520. 

Mr.  John  Leycester. 


Mr.  John  Leycester  examined. 

6433.  Are  you  a magistrate  for  this  county  ? — I am. 

6434.  Do  you  trade  in  corn  ? — My  son  keeps  a flour  and  oat  mill  within  about  a mile  of 
this  town. 

6435.  Does  he  buy  at  this  market  ? — He  does. 

6436.  Where  does  he  weigh  ?— Partly  here,  and  partly  at  the  mill,  just  as  the  seller  wishes. 

6437.  Is  any  charge  made  for  weighing  or  porterage  ?— None. 

6438.  Is  the  system  of  weighing  at  the  mills  the  same  as  that  at  the  public  market? — 

Just  the  same.  . now 

6439.  Do  you  weigh  either  system  at  the  option  of  the  seller  ( — Yes. 

6440.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market? — 1 think  it  would  be  desirable ; but 
I am  afraid  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  the  seller. 

6441-  Where  he  lives  away  from  the  market,  if  he  could  not  sell  to  the  miller  near  him 
without  having  recourse  to  the  market.  _ . 

6442.  But  we  only  speak  of  corn  coming  within  the  limits  of  the  market  ? — Oh,  m that 
case,  I would  clearly  be  in  favour  of  the  system.  _ 

6443-  Do  you  consider  weighing  in  private  objectionable?— I do,  indeed. 

6444.  Have  you  ever  heard  instances  of  some  parties  being  able  to  give  1.?.  more  than 
other  buyers,  and  make  it  up  in  weighing  ? — I have,  in  other  places  particularly. 

6445.  Do  you  think  a public  market  would  be  a protection  to  the  fanner  and  to  the 
honest  trader  ? — I think  it  would  be  very  desirable. 

6446.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  ? — I would. 

6447.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions  of  beamage,  and  regulating 

prices  accordingly?—!  do  not  think  it  would  be  a matter  of  much  interest  to  the  buyer  ; 
but  I would  be  in  favour  of  an  uniform  mode  of  weighing,  whether  with  beamage  or 
without  it.  . ' 

6448.  Do  you  not  think  it  keeps  up  a fictitious  pnee  ? — Certainly,  I think  so.  I never 
thought  otherwise. 

6449.  Did  you  ever  know  instances  where  the  farmers  got  nothing  extra  for  beamage  A— 
Oh,  it  is  quite  certain  it  opens  a door  for  fraud. 

6450.  Do  you  think  the  farmers,  generally,  would  object  to  pay  a small  charge  to  support 
such  a market  ? — I think  it  would  be  for  their  interest,  and  that  they  would  be  better  off  by 
doing  so ; although  there  may  be  nominally  more  money  given,  at  present,  they  would 
really  be  better  off. 
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645 1 . Would  it  not  be  desirable,  in  sucli  a market,  to  obtain  proper  statistical  returns  ? — ABBEYLEIX, 

It  would  be  very  desirable.  . 38(/'  December,  1852. 

6452.  At  present  the  returns  are  only  nominal  ? — That  is  all. 

6453.  Do  you  ever  sell  at  the  fairs  ?— I sell  and  buy  cattle.  . , Mr.  John  liycester. 

6454.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  holding  them  in  a proper  enclosed  fair-green,  or  in  the 

public  streets  ? — Where  there  is  no  accommodation  in  the  streets,  I would  be  decidedly  in 
favour  of  it.  ... 

6455.  With  regard  to  an  uniform  system  of  dealing,  would  you  prefer  weighing  by  the 
barrel  or  the  stone  ?— I think  there  is  no  material  difference ; but  it  very  often  happens 
that  it  is  hard  to  calculate  by  stones. 

6456.  Then  would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  uniformly  by  the  barrel  ? — No ; I think 
the  stone  would  probably,  upon  the  whole,  simplify  matters,  if  the  people  were  used  to  it. 

6457.  But  whatever  were  decided  upon,  you  would  have  the  system  an  uniform  one?— 

Clearly ; the  same  weight  all  over  Ireland,  and  the  same  system  of  markets. 


Pierce  Ryan  examined.  521. 

6458.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — At  Ballinakill.  Pierce  Bj 

6459.  Are  you  a farmer  ?— Yes ; I farm  about  115  acres. 

6460.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  all  over  the  country,  obliging  all  corn 
within  the  limits  of  the  market  to  be  sold  and  weighed  in  the  public  scales  ? — I would  be 
in  favour  of  an  uniform  system,  leaving  at  the  option  of  the  seller,  for  I think  if  would  be 
very  inconvenient  for  large  parcels  to  be  delivered  upon  market-day. 

6461.  Why? — The  days  are  very  short. 

6462.  But  suppose  there  were  sufficient  accommodation  ? — There  could  be  no  sufficient 
accommodation  in  the  country  parts  of  Ireland. 

6463.  Why  ? — Because  the  farmers  live  very  far  from  the  market  town.  They  should 
be  out  all  night  with  their  horses. 

6464.  Suppose  there  were  sufficient  scales  provided  ? — You  would  not  get  buyers.  This 
is  not  a regular  corn  country,  it  is  more  a grazing  country  ; and  you  would  not  get  buyers 
to  attend  in  such  time  as  would  give  the  farmers  an  opportunity  of  going  home  early. 

6465.  Why  should  they  not  attend  as  well  as  they  do  at  this  moment  ? — If  it  were  made 
a compulsory  system,  the  buyers  might  create  a glut  in  the  market,  and  then  wait  until  a 
later  hour  to  get  the  corn  cheap. 

6466.  Recollect  we  only  speak  of  corn  coming  within  the  limits  of  the  market  ?— Oh, 
decidedly  ; I agree  as  far  as  regards  corn  coming  into  the  market. 

6467-  Your  only  objection  appears  to  be,  that  it  would  cause  delay.  Now,  put  that  out 
of  the  question,  for  there  would  be  no  delay;  if  a dozen  beams  and  scales  were  required, 
they  should  be  provided.  Would  you  have  any  other  objection? — No.  I think  there 
is  no  other  valid  objection. 

6468.  Is  there  any  check  upon  a person  weighing  in  private  that  he  will  not  defraud  the 

farmer? There  is  not,  but  the  farmer  generally  knows  the  man  who  has  established  a 

good  character. 

6469.  Have  you  ever  known  frauds  practised  in  private  weighing  ?— Never  to  my  own 
knowledge. 

6470.  Have  you  a beam  and  scales  at  home  yourself? — I have. 

6471.  Then  you  are  perfectly  safe.  But  suppose  a man  has  not  a beam  and  scales  at 
home,  is  he  not  liable  to  be  tricked  in  dealing  with  a dishonest  person,  if  there  be  no 
public  scales  ? — He  is ; and  I flunk,  to  have  public  scales  a most  essential  thing.  I would 
have  the  scales  a certain  distance  from  the  ground  by  law. 

6472.  Would  you  abolish  all  deductions  of  beamage  ? — I would. 

6473.  And  assimilate  weights  and  measures  over  the  whole  country? — Most  decidedly; 
nothing  could  be  fairer. 

6474.  What  is  the  general  height  of  the  scales  here? — I have  seen  scales  in  several 
towns  round,  which,  when  they  came  to  standing  beam,  were  eighteen  or  twenty. inches 
from  the  ground,  and  would  take  a whole  stoue  weight  to  bring  them  down.  Besides  the 
weights  may  be  right,  and  the  beam  most  ruinous ; there  may  be  one  side  long,  and  another 
short,  and  the  scale  may  be  blunt. 

6475.  All  these  things  would  be  corrected  in  a public  market  ? — No  doubt ; it  should  be 
a public  corrector  of  private  weights. 

6476.  But  the  beams  and  scales  may  be  correct,  and  you  cannot  insure  that  the  thumb 
of  the  private  weighmaster  will  be  correct  ? — That  is  true. 

6477.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam,  and  abolishing  all  deductions  ? 

Decidedly ; I do  not  see  what  a weight  is  made  for,  except  to  get  the  actual  weight  of  it. 

6478.  Are  odd  pounds  paid  for  here? — There  is  a system  of  beamage  established  here, 
which  is  very  ruinous.  They  will  not  bring  in  half  pounds. 

6479-  Suppose  you  had  twenty  barrels  and  three  pounds,  would  you  be  paid  for  the  three 
pounds? — You  would ; you  would  get  a fractional  part  for  it. 


Timothy  Bowe  examined. 

6480.  Where  do  you  reside?— On  Lord  De  Vesci’s  estate. 

6481.  What  land  do  you  hold?— About  140  acres. 

6482.  Where  do  you  sell  butter  ? — At  Castlecomer. 

6483.  Does  the  buyer  qualify  and  weigh  here  ? — He  does. 


522. 

Mr.  Timothy  Bowe. 
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Mr.  Timothy  Bowe. 


523. 

Bichard  Hurst. 


BALTINGLASS, 
ZOth  December,  1852. 

521 

William  Kelly. 
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6484.  Does  the  system  give  satisfaction  ? — There  is  an  understanding  between  the  buyer 
and  seller  to  stop  four  pounds  out  of  every  firkin,  and  allow  in  price  for  it. 

6485.  No  matter  what  the  weight  ? — No  matter. 

6486.  Do  buyers  charge  for  cooperage  ? — Ten  pence  a firkin. 

6487-  What  do  they  tare  ? — Whatever  the  firkin  will  weigh. 

6488.  Do  they  always  strip  and  weigh  it  ? — If  the  seller  does  not  agree,  it  will  be  stripped. 

6489-  Do  they  ever  deduct  more  than  the  actual  tare  ? — Sometimes  they  do. 

6490.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  where  all  butter  should  be  inspected 
and  weighed  before  sale  ? — I think  it  would  be  the  best  way. 

6491.  Is  there  much  butter  sold  by  lump  ? — In  the  town  there  is. 

6492.  Do  you  think  that  system  bad  ? — I do  not  think  it  a good  one. 

6493.  Is  it  not  calculated  to  lower  the  character  of  the  butter  ? — It  is ; butter  is  never 
so  well  treated  ; it  cannot  be. 

6494.  Does  it  not  give  rise  to  many  frauds  in  packing? — It  does. 

6495.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam  to  the  pound,  and  abolishing 
all  deductions? — Indeed  I -would,  and  so  should  every  man. 

6496.  Would  you  be  of  the  same  opinion  with  regard  to  corn,  and  would  you  have  it 
weighed  in  a general  market? — Yes;  I would  be  for  it,  and  I think  you  will  find  all  the 
farmers  the  same  way. 

6497.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  generally  would  object  to  pay  a small  charge  for  sup- 
porting such  a market  respectably  ? — I think  not ; I would  not  object  to  it  myself. 

6498.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  of  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  ? — Well, 
I have  heard  of  them. 

6499-  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  weights  and  measures  all  alike  ? — I would;  and 
pay  for  all  you  get,  except  the  empty  sack  and  the  empty  firkin. 

Richard  Hurst  examined. 

6500.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Abbeyleix. 

6501.  Do  you  keep  a private  crane? — Yes. 

6502.  What  do  you  charge  for  weighing? — Three  halfpence  a load  in  the  ounsel. 

6503.  When  did  you  establish  it  ? — A couple  of  years  ago. 

6504.  Did  you  get  any  permission  from  the  patentee  of  the  market? — No. 

6505.  Who  fixed  the  scale  of  charges  ? — We  did  ourselves. 

6506.  Have  you  a crane  ? — Yes. 

6507.  What  do  you  charge  for  it  ? — One  penny  a bag. 

6508.  Do  you  ever  charge  more? — Never. 

6509-  Do  you  get  much  to  do? — Not  a great  deal. 

6510.  What  made  you  establish  the  crane  and  ounsel? — We  wanted  them  for  our  own 
convenience. 

6511.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  of  the  manner  you  weigh? — People  arc 
generally  satisfied.  I have  heard  some  complaints,  and  complaints  of  others. 

6512.  Do  you  consider  there  was  not  sufficient  accommodation  in  the  public  market  ? — 

do. 

6513.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  ? — Seven  pounds. 

6514.  Do  you  require  down  weight  ? —Yes. 

6515.  How  often  have  you  the  beam  and  scales  adjusted  ? — Every  twelve  months. 

6516.  How  high  are  they  from  the  ground? — Nine  inches,  standing  beam. 

6517.  Do  you  give  a ticket  to  the  seller  ? — We  do. 

6518.  What  does  it  state? — The  gross  weight. 

6519.  Do  you  deduct  the  beamage? — No. 

6520.  What  for  the  empty  sack? — Half  a stone.  Sometimes  they  come  back  to  be 
tared,  and  then  we  deduct  the  actual  weight. 

6521.  Do  you  make  up  the  price  in  the  ticket? — Yes. 

6522.  Is  it  printed  ? — It  is  for  the  ounsel ; not  for  the  scales. 

6523.  What  would  it  take  to  bring  the  scales  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight,  with 
four  hundred- weight  at  each  side? — It  might  take  three  pounds. 

6524.  Did  you  ever  try  ? — I cannot  say  I ever  did. 

6525.  Do  you  keep  a book? — No  ; just  give  the  ticket. 

6526.  Then  you  have  no  means  of  giving  a man  a duplicate  if  he  lost  his  ticket  ? — No. 

6527.  How  do  you  weigh  in  the  ounsel? — A turn  of  the  beam.  We  can  weigh  to  the 
two  pounds. 

6528.  With  a ton  of  hay  ? — Yes. 

6529.  What  is  the  lowest  weight  you  use? — A quarter  of  a hundred-weight;  but  I have 
weighed  to  the  stone  or  the  half  stone. 


Baltinglass,  December  20,  1852. 

William  Kelly  examined. 

6530.  Do  you  reside  in  Baltinglass  ? — I do. 

6531.  Can  you  give  any  information  as  to  the  patent  under  which  the  fairs  and  markets 
are  held  ? — I cannot.  There  was  a person  named  Higginson  who  owned  the  markets  when 
I came  here,  but  he  is  dead  these  fourteen  or  fifteen  years. 

6532.  Do  you  know  who  the  proprietor  is? — I think  Mr.  Carroll,  of  Ballynure,  is.  He 
has  the  head  rents. 
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6533.  Is  there  a market-house  here  ? — No.  There  was  an  old  market,  hut  it  was  thrown  BALTINGLASS, 

d°yn-  . 20th  December,  1852. 

6534.  Tlien  there  is  no  market  accommodation  except  in  the  streets  ? — None.  There  * 

is  a market-square,  but  it  is  the  public  street. 

6535.  What  is  the  market-day  ? — I think  Tuesday  and  Friday.  William  Kel1^ 

6536.  How  many  fairs  are  there  ? — Ten ; six  old  fairs,  and  four  new. 

6537-  When  were  the  four  new  ones  got? — I think  about  ten  years,  or  more. 

6538.  Are  tolls  and  customs  levied  there  now  ? — None  whatever. 

6539-  Is  there  any  person  who  manages  the  market  or  arranges  it? — There  is  not.  The 
magistrates,  within  the  last  twelve  months,  made  some  arrangements,  according  to  which 
the  market  opens  regularly  at  eleven  o’clock. 

6540.  Are  there  any  public  beams  and  scales? — No  ; but  there  are  three  private  scales 
erected. 

6541.  Kept  up  on  speculation? — Yes. 

6542.  Are  any  of  the  parties  who  weigh  sworn? — No. 

6543.  Are  they  appointed  by  any  one  ? — No  ; they  started  themselves. 

6544.  What  charges  do  they  make  ? — One  penny  a sack  for  every  thing. 

6545.  Is  it  compulsory  to  weigh  there? — Certainly  not;  but  most  persons  weigh  there 
and  get  a ticket. 

6546.  But  they  can  weigh  in  their  own  stores,  or  in  a yard,  if  they  choose? — Certainly; 
and  they  do  so  often;  but  on  market-days  people  generally  weigh  in  the  scales. 

6547-  What  is  the  system  of  weighing? — Down  weight,  with  half  a stone. 

6548.  Then  it  must  be  half  a stone  down  weight,  or  nothing  ? — It  must. 

6549-  Must  the  scale  touch  the  ground? — It  must,  three  times. 

6550.  Is  that  the  custom  of  the  town? — It' is. 

6551.  What  deductions  are  made  from  the  gross  weight  of  corn? — The  weight  of  the 
sacks. 

6552.  Do  you  tare  the  sacks  ? — That  is  according  as  parties  agree.  Sometimes  they  take 
half  a stone,  but  generally  the  sacks  are  weighed. 

6553.  How  do  you  weigh  potatoes? — The  same  way. 

6554.  Any  reduction  for  beamage  ? — No. 

6555.  Do  you  weigh  butter  ? — None  is  weighed  in  this  town,  except  what  is  weighed  in 
the  shops. 

6556.  Does  the  seller  get  a ticket  on  weighing  ? — He  does. 

6557.  What  does  it  state? — The  weight  and  the  price;  the  gross  weight  first,  and  then 
they  deduct  the  weight  of  the  sacks. 

6558.  Do  they  keep  a copy  of  the  ticket  in  a book? — Yes. 

6559.  Then  it  a person  lost  his  ticket  and  wanted  a copy,  he  could  get  one  ? — He  could. 

6560.  Do  you  weigh  wool? — Yes. 

6561.  What  is  the  charge? — I make  no  charge.  It  does  not  come  in  here  generally, 
unless  the  buyer  appoints  a day. 

6562.  Do  you  weigh  standing-beam? — Yes,  with  a one  pound  weight. 

6563.  What  deductions  ? — That  is  settled  between  the  buyer  and  seller.  I think  four 
pounds  beamage,  and  eight  pounds  in  the  twenty  stone. 

6564.  Do  they  sell  here  by  the  barrel  or  the  stone  ? — By  the  barrel.  Wheat,  twenty 
Stone ; oats,  fourteen  stone  ; barley,  sixteen  stone  ; potatoes,  twenty-four  stone. 

6565.  Could  you  tell  the  quantity  of  potatoes  and  corn  weighed  here  in  a year  from  your 
book  ? — I could. 

6566.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  here  ? — There  is. 

6567.  How  often  do  you  get  your  weights  adjusted? — Once  or  twice  a-year. 

6568.  Could  you  form  any  idea  of  the  quantity  of  corn  sold  here  ? — I could  not. 

6569.  Is  there  an  enclosed  fair-green  here  ? — No  ; it  is  merely  a by-part  of  the  street. 

6570.  Are  tolls  charged  here  ? — No. 

6571.  When  were  they  abandoned  ? — I think  about  twenty  years  ago. 


Mr.  Robert  Henry  Anderson  examined. 

6572.  Do  you  live  here? — I do. 

6573.  Are  you  in  the  corn  trade  ? — Yes,  and  a miller. 

65  7 4.  Could  you  form  any  idea  of  the  quantity  of  com  sold  here  in  a year  ? — Not  beyond 
my  own  immediate  buying,  but  there  are  many  others. 

6575.  Is  there  a largo  corn  market? — There  is.  I suppose  about  500  barrels  a week  are 
sold  here  in  the  season — seven  or  eight  months. 

6576.  Would  it  run  close  upon  20,000  barrels  in  the  year? — I should  think  so. 

6577.  Do  you  weigh  at  your  own  stores  ? — Except  oats,  which  I weigh  in  the  public 
scales.  Oats  are  brought  into  the  market  and  comes  in  gradually,  but  wheat  comes  in  every 
day,  and  is  never  sold  in  the  market. 

6578.  Do  you  receive  a ticket  with  the  oats  ? — Invariably. 

6579.  Do  you  test  the  weight? — I do,  generally. 

6580.  Do  you  often  find  it  wrong  ? — No,  indeed. 

6581.  Do  you  make  any  charge  at  your  stores  for  weighing  or  porterage  ? — No. 

6582.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  corn  ? — Wheat,  standing-beam  to  the  pound, 
and  deduct  four  pounds  to  the  twenty  stone.  Oats,  as  the  case  may  be,  are  weighed  with 
half  a stone,  a turn  of  the  beam,  and  no  beamage. 


525. 

Mr.  B.  H.  Anderson. 
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525. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Ander; 


...Alt  8583.  If  they  choose.  I suppose,  you  let  them  weigh  stauding-beam,  with  four  pounds 
mu  Ttemur,  18KS.  deduction ?-I  would  be  satisfied  hut  they  never  make  a choice. 

6584.  Do  you  deduct  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack?— Yes,  nothing  more. 

9585.  Is  the  market  accommodation  m this  town  sufficient  ?— 1 think  it  is.  _ 

(5586.  Are  the  arrangements  for  weighing  generally  satisfactory  ? They  give  me  perfect 

S““f°Would  you  he  in  favour  of  a general  market,  in  which  all  agricultural  produce 
should  he  sold  and  weighed?— I find  the  present  system  to  work  so  well,  that  I do  not 
anticipate  much  advantage  in  a change.  I have  often  weighed  all  the  corn  weighed  m the 
three  scales  over  again,  and,  taking  the  aggregate,  I have  found  it  perfectly  collect,  and  it 

is  less  expensive  than  a public  market  would  be.  . 0 T t 

6588.  Would  you  bp  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  ? Indeed  I 

W°6589  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  selling  everywhere  by  the  stone?— It  might  make 
matters  more  simple,  at  least  under  present  arrangements,  where  the  barrels  vary  so  much. 
For  a little  while  the  farmers  would  not  think  it  so  simple,  hut  shortly  they  would  come 

int6590.  Would  it  not  he  desirable  to  weigh  all  com  standing  beam  to  the  pound,  and 
abolish  all  deductions?— Indeed  I think  it  would,  upon  the  whole,  be  the  .most  satis- 

f“SWWould  you  think  an  enclosed  market-place  and  market-house  more  convenient 
than  selling  in  the  streets  ?— Indeed  it  would ; at  this  season  wo  are  greatly  inconvenienced 

^6592.  Would  it  not  he  better  to  give  good  accommodation  at  a reasonable  cost  ? If  the 
cost  were  reasonable,  it  most  decidedly  would.  , , 9 

- 6593.  Is  the  system  of  weighing  through  the  town  generally  what  you  have  descnbed  . 

_ 659?*  nlve  ymfever  heard  complaints  of  frauds  practised  by  weighing  in  private?— No. 

I question  very  much  whether  any  buyer  has  private  scales  except  my  own 

6595.  Are  you  aware  who  is  the  proprietor  of  this  market  ? — I should  think  the  Earl  of 

^6596°Uf  he  magistrates  have  recently  made  some  regulations  with  regard  to  the  markets 
here  ?— They  have ; which  have  been  found  very  satisfactory.  . . 

6597.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  have  all  the  markets  of  Ireland  begin  at  a certain 
hour?— Indeed  it  would,  for  there  is  a nasty  system  of  forestalling,  when  the  buyers  are 

110 659 8.  Were  the  weighmasters  here  appointed  originally  by  any  authority  ? I think  not; 

me<5599b' There  is  nothing  to  prevent  others  from  starting  ?— Nothing.  I wish  to  remark 
■that,  when  I said  I was  quite  satisfied  with  the  system  of  weighing,  I think  the  principle  of 
a general  market,  under  authority,  would  be  much  more  satisfactory ; but  I never  had  apy 
refson-and  I feel  bound  to  the  parties  who  weigh  to  say  so— to  complain  and  ^ e 
always  given  me  satisfaction  ; but  I think  the  principle  a.  very  had  one  , and  it  would  be 
found  much  more  satisfactory,  if  a market  were  established  under  proper  control. 

6600.  The  system  of  weighing  in  private  under  no  control  you  consider  objectionable  f 
It  has  worked  very  well  here,  but  it  is  an  objectionable  system,  and  may  be  abused  very 

Would  you  he  in  favour  of  having  proper  weighmasters  sworn?— I would, 
decidedly ; they  sometimes  manage  very  well  here,  and  sometimes  very  slovenly ; there  may 
be  a drunken  porter  put  there  to  weigh ; and,  altogether,  it  is  a very  irresponsible  system. 

Mr.  James  Roclie  examined. 

6602.  Do  you  live  in  this  town  ? — I do.  . , 

6603.  Can  you  give  any  information  as  to  the  patent  or  authority  under  which  the  mar- 
kets were  originally  established  ?_At  one  time  Lord  Aldborough  leased  the  customs  of  the 
town  to  a mail  named  Martin  Higginson.  Lord  Aldborongh  got  part  of  Mr.  Carrolls 

PT6604yDo  YOn  generally  concur  in  the  observations  of  the  last  witness  ?— I do. 

6605  Would  yon  be  in  favour  of  a public  market,  with  a sworn  weighmaster,  and  sufii- 
cient  accommodation  ? — I think  the  system  at  present  is  unsound,  and  open  to  abuse ; and 
it  would  be  a sound  good  principle  to  establish  a public  market,  which  would  give  geneuu 

Would  yon  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 

country  ? I do  not  think  the  present  system  interferes  with  the  buyer  or  seller,  for  they 

understand  it.  . , , o 

6607.  But  would  it  not  he  better  to  have  weights  and  measures  everywhere  the  same 
—So  far  as  I am  acquainted  with  the  country  around,  they  are  the  same  ; the  barrel  oi 
wheat  or  oats  is  the  same  here  as  it  is  in  Dublin  or  Carlow ; there  is  some  difference  in 
potatoes,  but,  generally,  they  are  sold  by  the  stone  of  fourteen  pounds  weight,  not  by  tne 

ba(ffi08.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam  to  the  pound,  and  abolishing 
all  deductions?— If  it  were  the  same  everywhere,  it  would  be  a very  fair  system. 

6609.  Do  you  think  the  streets  an  inconvenient  place  for  holding  fairs  ? — Not  when  w 
have  good  accommodation. 


Mr.  James  Roche. 
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6610.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  fairs  removed  to  a proper  enclosed  fair-  BALTINGLASS, 
green? — No  ; I do  not  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  any  party,  when  we  have  suffi-  20 th December,  1852 


cient  room. 

6611.  Are  the  fairs  here  good  ? — Some  of  them  are  very  good  fairs. 


526. 

Mr.  James  Roche. 


Mr.  Robert  Parke  examined.  527. 

6612.  Do  you  live  in  this  town? — I do.  AIr'  Robert  Parke. 

6613.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  as  to  the  patent  or  authority  under  which  the 
markets  in  this  town  were  established  ; do  you  know  who  succeeded  to  the  Eustace  pro- 
perty ? — Sir  Henry  Harrington,  but  the  family  is  extinct,  and  Sir  James  Carroll  succeeded, 
of  whom,  Mr.  Carroll,  of  Ballynure,  is  now  the  representative,  and  the  proprietor  in  fee 
of  the  whole  town  ; the  patent  was  granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth  to  Sir  Henry  Harrington, 
and  purchased  from  him  by  Sir  J ames  Carroll. 

6614.  Who  is  the  representative  of  Lord  Baltinglass? — The  Earl  of  Aldborough. 

6615.  Do  you  remember  when  tolls  were  collected? — I do ; they  were  leased  to  Martin 
Higginson,  by  John,  Earl  of  Aldborough. 

6616.  Were  there  tolls  at  the  fairs  ? — There  were ; and  there  was  a scales  in  the  house, 
for  which  3 d.  a sack  was  charged. 

6617.  Did  Mr.  Carroll  ever  let  the  tolls? — Never;  I think  Lord  Aldborough  has  a right 
to  the  market. 


Wicklow,  December  22,  1852. 

Mr.  Robert  Halpin,  examined. 

6618.  Do  you  reside  in  Wicklow  ? — I do. 

6619-  Are  you  Secretary  to  the  Town  Commissioners? — I am. 

6620.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  as  to  the  patent  or  authority  under  which  the 
markets  are  held  in  this  town  ? — They  are  held  by  the  Town  Commissioners,  as  the  succes- 
sors to  the  old  Corporation,  under  a charter  of  James  TI. 

6621.  Were  the  Corporation  proprietors  of  the  fairs  and  markets  here? — They  were. 

6622.  Did  the  charter  give  them  a grant  of  the  market? — Yes;  it  granted  them  the 
whole  town. 

6623.  How  often  are  your  markets  held? — On  every  Saturday. 

6624.  Is  that  the  day  mentioned  in  tbe  patent  ? — 1 think  it  is. 

6625.  How  many  fairs  are  held? — Four;  on  28th  March,  24th  May,  12th  August,  and 
25th  November. 

6626.  Are  these  fairs  mentioned  in  the  patent? — No  ; they  were  established  some  few 
years  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  the  Commissioners. 

6627.  Did  the  Commissioners  obtain  any  authority  to  establish  them  ? — They  did  not. 

6628.  Are  tolls  paid  at  the  markets  or  fairs? — No. 

6629.  Were  they  ever  paid? — They  were  at  the  market  under  the  old  Corporation;  but 
they  were  discontinued,  because  they  were  thought  not  to  be  for  the  general  benefit. 

6630.  Where  are  the  markets  held? — In  the  streets. 

6631.  Is  there  a market-house  ? — There  is ; but  it  is  not  used,  because  the  market  people 
disliked  coming  there,  thinking  it  a backward  place. 

6632.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ? — No. 

6633.  All  the  agricultural  produce,  then,  is  sold  about  the  streets  and  at  the  stores  of 
the  merchants  ? — Yes. 

6634.  Where  are  the  fairs  held  ? — At  the  upper  end  of  the  town,  also  in  the  streets. 

6635.  Have  you  public  scales? — There  is  a public  weighmaster,  named  John  Ost,  but 
he  has  nothing  to  do. 

6636.  When  was  he  appointed? — I should  think  thirty  years  ago.  If  goods  came  to  the 
market-place,  he  would  weigh  them. 

6637.  Does  he  keep  beams  and  scales? — He  does. 

6638-  Where  are  they  erected  ? — In  the  market-house. 

6639.  Are  they  the  property  of  the  Corporation  ? — They  are. 

6640.  Is  there  a scale  of  fees  laid  down  for  him  to  charge  ? — I think  there  was  by  the  old 
Corporation. 

6641.  Are  the  scales  ever  used? — Not  now ; they  were  used,  I believe,  within  the  last  four 
or  five  years. 

6642.  Is  the  weighmaster  sworn  ? — I believe  he  was. 

6643.  Do  the  merchants  make  any  charge  for  weighing  at  their  own  stores? — No. 

6644.  Where  are  potatoes  weighed  ? — About  the  town,  the  same  way  as  corn. 

6645.  Are  the  fairs  held  in  the  public  streets  inconvenient  ? — I think  not. 

6646.  Do  the  holding  them  there  generally  give  satisfaction  ? — I think  it  does. 

6647.  Would  it  bo  more  convenient  to  have  them  held  in  the  streets  than  in  an  enclosed 
fair-green  ? — I think  it  would. 

6648.  Is  not  the  thoroughfare  blocked  up  ? — It  is  a kind  of  fair-green. 

6649.  Is  it  sufficiently  large? — At  present  it  is. 

6650.  Were  there  any  fairs  held  before  the  establishment  of  these  four  fairs? — There 
were  two  fairs  before,  but  they  failed.  . 

6651.  Have  the  Town  Commissioners  any  property? — They  have,  in  landed  and  house 
property,  about  £500  a-year,  and  in  harbour  dues  about  £200  a-year. 


WICKLOW, 

22 nd  December,  1852. 

528. 

Mr.  Robert  Halpin. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


WICKLOW, 
22«d  December , 1802. 

528. 

Robert  Halpin. 


529. 

Mr.  W.  Wilkinson. 


312  FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 

6652.  How  are  they  expended? — In  improving  the  town. 

6653.  Is  any  of  it  expended  in  market  improvements? — Not  as  yet.  The  harbour  rates 
are  expended  upon  the  harbour,  and  the  town  property  upon  the  town. 

6654.  Have  you  ever  struck  a borough  rate  ? — Never. 

6655.  Is  the  town  lighted  or  cleansed? — It  is  cleansed,  not  lighted;  we  have  not  the 

Act  for  lighting  yet.  , 

6656.  You  mean,  you  have  not  placed  yourselves  under  that  section  of  the  Act?—!  es. 

665T.  How  is  the  £500  a-year  expended? — In  widening  the  streets,  purchasing  old 

houses,  making  roads  and  sewers,  and  general  cleansing. 

6658.  Would  notan  enclosed  market-green  be  more  satisfactory  than  selling  through  the 
streets  ? — As  regards  markets  it  would. 

6659-  And  as  regards  fairs  would  it  not  be  better  ?— The  fairs  are  held  here  upon  a green ; 
they  do  not  go  straggling  through  the  town. 

6660.  Could  you  give  an  idea  of  the  quantity  of  corn  sold  here  in  a year  ?— I could  not. 

6661.  Are  there  many  buyers  here  ? — About  half  a dozen. 

6662.  Do  they  keep  stores  ? — They  do. 

6663.  Do  sales  of  corn  take  place  every  day  ?— Yes ; there  is  no  particular  day  for  corn. 
There  are,  I have  just  been  told,  from  60,000  to  80,000  barrels  of  corn  sold  here  in  the  year. 

6664.  Are  potatoes  sold  every  day  ? — They  are. 

6665.  Then,  in  fact,  a sort  of  a market  goes  on  every  day  in  the  week  ? — Exactly. 

Mr.  William  Wilkinson  examined. 

6666.  Where, do  you  reside? — In  Wicklow. 

6667.  Are  you  in  the  corn  trade  ? — I am. 

6668.  Do  you  buy  corn  about  the  streets  ?— I buy  it  before  it  enters  the  town.  It  is 
bought  by  sample,  and  I mark  the  sack,  and  if  all  the  others  are  the  same,  it  is  right,  and 
if  not  we  return  or  cut  them. 

6669.  Do  you  employ  buyers? — I do. 

6670.  Are  they  paid  by  you? — They  are. 

6671.  The  farmer  does  not  pay  for  them  ?— No. 

6672.  It  is  weighed  at  your  stores  ? — Yes.  _ 

6673.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage? — Not  for  weighing,  but  I 

charge  Id.  a sack  for  porters.  . . 

6674.  Does  that  do  more  than  pay  the  porters  ? — I always  give  them  wliat  it  makes. 

6675.  How  many  have  you  employed  ?— Three,  constantly,  and  sometimes  more. 

6676.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  ? — A turn  of  the  beam. 

6677.  What  is  your  smallest  weight? — Seven  pounds.  _ . 

6678.  It  must  be  seven  pounds  or  nothing  ? — Yes ; but  we  sometimes  give  and  take. 

6679.  What  deduction  do  you  make  from  the  gross  weight? — I wo  pounds. 

6680.  Then  a man  may  lose  seven  pounds? — He  very  seldom  does,  for  the  sacks 
generally  are  overweight ; sometimes  they  are  eight  pounds  or  ten  pounds,  and  we  only 
take  seven  pounds  for  them. 

6681.  Do  you  ever  tare  the  empty  sack  ? — Not  unless  it  is  very  wet. 

6682.  Do  you  pay  for  every  odd  pound  which  may  come  out  ? — There  are  none  in  that 

way,  not  less  than  seven  pounds.  ...  . . . 

6683.  Do  you  consider  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  objectionable  . — It  may  be  in 

some  respects.  , . 

6684.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  proper  accommodation,  an 
enclosed  market-place,  and  a sworn  weighmaster,  making  it  obligatory  to  all,  and  weigh 
all  agricultural  produce  there,  the  market  to  begin  at  a certain  hour  and  close  at  a certain 
hour  ?— I would  be  an  advocate  for  it ; it  would  give  us  a great  deal  less  trouble. 

6685.  Of  course  the  charge  should  be  nothing- more  than  would  support  such  a market 
respectably  ? — Nothing  more  ; and  I think  it  would  be  a great  improvement. 

6686.  Would  it  not  be  a protection  to  the  farmer  and  to  the  honest  trader  ? — I think  it 

would.  , . . „ 

6687.  Did  you  ever  hear  instances  of  fraud  practised  in  weighing  at  the  private  stores. 
The  farmers  would  not  allow  us  to  do  such  things ; it  is  rather  the  reverse,  generally. 

6688.  But  frauds  may  be  practised  without  the  farmer  finding  them  out  for  a long 
" time  ? — The  porters  wou'ld  have  no  interest  in  committing  fraud,  and  it  is  they  who  weigh. 

6689.  But  would  it  not  be  better  to  have  a sworn  weighmaster,  a person  of  respecta- 
bility, in  whom  all  could  place  confidence  ? — It  would  be  much  better,  if  it  could  be  done. 

6690.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the 
whole  country  ? — I think  it  would  be  much  better  ; every  one  would  understand  it. 

6691.  Would  it  be  desirable  in  such  a public  market  to  weigh  standing  beam  to  the 
pound,  and  abolish  all  deductions? — Yes,  if  it  could  lie  done. 

6692.  It  could  be  done  in  a public  market? — I think  the  two  pounds  ought  to  be  left 

on  account  of  the  state  in  which  the  corn  is  brought  in.  ...  ,.  , 

6693.  Does  not  your  present  system  encourage  persons  to  bring  in  the  corn  dirty,  when 

you  make  the  same  deduction  however  clean  the  corn  may  be?— Not  the  same;  it  is 
given  in  price.  . , , 

6694.  Then  would  it  not.  be  as  well  to  abolish  all  such  deductions,  and  regulate  your 

price  according  to  quality  ? — I think  it  would  be  a very  fair  system.  _ 

6695.  Would  there  not  be  one  great  advantage  in  a well-regulated  public  market  that 
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you  could  get  the  proper  statistics  of  the  country  ? — It  would  be  a great  advantage.  We 
have  very  little  power  to  do  so  now ; but  under  the  Act  you  speak  of  we  would  have  the  2 
power. 

6696.  In  such  a market  would  it  not  be  very  necessary  to  have  heavy  penalties  for  _ 
frauds  upon  the  part  either  of  buyer  or  seller,  and  the  person  at  the  head  of  the  market  to  J 
prosecute  ? — It  certainly  would. 

6697.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  buying  by  the  stone  or  by  the  barrel? — I think  by  the 
stone  would,  perhaps,  be  more  simple. 

Mr.  James  Nolan  examined. 

6698.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Wicklow. 

6699.  Are  you  engaged  in  the  corn  trade? — Not  at  present,  but  I have  been ; I am  now 
in  the  shipping  trade. 

6700.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  such  a general  market  as  has  been  described? — I 
would,  decidedly.  I coincide  entirely  with  the  last  witness. 

6701.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a protection  to  the  farmer  and  to  the  honest  trader? — 
Certainly. 

6702.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures? — I would.  I 
have  had  some  dealings  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  where  1 found  buying  by  the  hundred- 
weight and  stone  a very  simple  way. 

6703.  You  think  it  would  be  easier,  as  a uniform  system,  than  buying  by  the  barrel? — I 
think  it  would. 

6704-  W ould  you  abolish  all  deductions,  and  let  the  merchant  regulate  his  price  according 
to  quality  ? — Yes ; I think  in  the  end  it  would  be  much  better. 

6705.  Would  it  not  be  very  desirable  to  obtain  the  proper  statistics  of  the  country? — 
Certainly  ; they  are  very  much  wanted. 

6706.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  a convenient  place  for  establishing 
a general  market  here  ? — It  would  require  some  consideration ; but  I think  such  a place 
might  be  very  easily  procured. 

6707.  I suppose  you  would  not  allow  the  charge  to  be  more  than  would  support  such  a 
market  respectably  ? — Certainly  not. 

670S.  You  would  not  have  it  a source  of  revenue  for  any  body  ? — No  ; I think  it  is  time 
to  abolish  all  these  things. 

6709.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  would  object  to  pay  a small  charge  to  support  such 
a market  ? — They  would  object  to  pay  anything,  I think. 

6710.  Did  Lord  Fitzwilliam  ever  exercise  any  right  here  as  Lord  of  the  Manor  ? — No,  he 
does  not  own  all  the  town  ; the  Corporation  owns  more  than  three-fourths  of  it  in  fee. 

6711.  Is  there  a butter-market  here  ? — There  is  not. 

6712.  If  you  had  a proper  market,  would  it  not  be  sold  here  ? — I think  it  would.  The 
farmers  have  to  go  round  knocking  at  every  door  to  try  and  sell  it.  and  it  is  generally  not 
inspected  at  all.  The  firkin  butter  is  generally  taken  to  Dublin  and  sold  there. 

Mr.  Halpin  re-examined. 

6713.  Have  the  Commissioners  taken  any  steps  with  regard  to  the  markets  of  the  town? 

They  tried  to  enforce  having  them  held  at  a regular  hour. 

6714.  But  if  corn  were  to  be  brought  to  the  market-place  for  sale,  would  not  the  place 
be  very  insufficient  ? — It  would. 

6715.  Have  the  Corporation  sufficient  ground  at  present  unoccupied,  without  interfering 
with  private  rights,  to  make  a place  for  a proper  general  market  ? — They  have. 

6716.  And  I suppose  they  would  be  glad  to  carry  out  any  regular  measure  for  improving 
the  fairs  and  markets  ? — They  have  always  shown  that  they  would. 

6717.  I suppose  your  barrel  of  corn  means  twenty  stone  of  wheat,  fourteen  stone 
of  oats,  and  sixteen  stone  of  barley  ? — Exactly. 

Mr.  John  Chapman  examined. 

6718.  Do  you  reside  in  Wicklow  ? — I do. 

67 19.  Are  you  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — I am. 

6720.  Do  you  farm? — I do. 

6721.  Would  you,  as  a farmer,  be  in  favour  of  such  a general  market  as  you  have 
heard  described  ? — I would. 

6722.  Would  you,  as  a farmer,  object  to  pay  a small  charge  to  support  such  a market  ? — 

I would  not. 

6723.  Do  you  object,  on  principle,  to  the  system  of  weighing  in  private? — I do  not  object 
on  my  own  behalf,  for  I believe  there  has  been  no  fraud  committed  here ; I am  quite  satis- 
fied there  has  not ; but  I think  the  other  plan  would  be  much  more  satisfactory. 

6724.  Does  it  not  offer  great  facilities  for  fraud  ? — It  does  ; and  I have  heard  that  frauds 
were  practised  here  some  years  ago  to  a great  extent. 

6725.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  fairs  removed  to  a proper  enclosed  fair- 

green  ? I would  ; I think  it  would  be  an  encouragement  to  the  farmers  to  send  in  their 

stock.  With  regard  to  the  corn-market,  I think  there  ought  to  be  more  than  one  day  in  the 
week  for  the  market That,  I think,  would  be  quite  optional  with  the  townspeople. 
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FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 

Mr.  John  Hayden  examined. 


6726.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Wicklow. 

633.  6727.  Are  you  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners?— Iam.  \ 

Mr.  John  Hayden.  6728.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  and  a small  charge  for  supportmg.it  t 
— I would.  Q „ 

6729.  And  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  ? — les. 

6730.  Would  you  he  in  favour  of  buying  everywhere  by  the  stone.  we^gmn^  standnig 
beam,  and  abolishing  all  deductions  ? — Yes;  and  payir 


>•  for  whatever  is  delivered. 


534. 

John  Ost. 


535. 

A.  W.  Byrne,  esq. 


John  Ost  examined. 

6731.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Wicklow. 

6732.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — Town  Sergeant. 

6733.  Are  you  weighmaster? — I stopped  weighing  shortly  after  my  father  died. 

6734.  Did  you  ever  receive  any  appointment  ? — Never. 

6735.  Were  you  sworn? — No. 

6736.  Was  your  father  weighmaster  of  the  Corporation? — He  was. 

6737.  Did  you  act  for  him  ? — I did. 

6738.  Did  he  get  a regular  appointment?— He  did.  . . x . 

6739.  Was  he  sworn  ?— I cannot  say.  I used  to  weigh  any  thing  coming  into  the  market 
for  him,  and  I used  to  be  paid  1 d.  a barrel  on  corn. 

6740.  Did  the  Town  Commissioners  fix  any  scale  of  charges . — They  did  not. 

6741.  You  charged  as  you  liked  ?— No ; it  was  always  the  very  same. 

6742.  Do  you  keep  a book?— No;  my  father  did. 

6743.  Did  you  keep  the  money  you  received  ? — I did. 

6744-  Are  you  paid  a salary  as  bailiff? — I am. 

7645.  Have  you  been  weighing  lately  ? — Not  these  ten  or  twelve  years ; there  has  been 
nothing  here.  . „ , 

6746.  Was  it  during  the  time  of  the  old  Corporation  your  father  died  f—  It  was. 

6747.  Was  it  with  their  sanction  you  took  his  place? — I was  allowed  to  remain  where 

I was.  , _ _ 

6748.  To  whom  did  the  scales  belong? — To  the  Town  Commissioners. 

Andreiv  William  Byrne,  esq.,  examined. 

6749-  Are  you  a weighmaster  for  this  county  ? — I am.  _ ,,  , „ 

6750.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  with  regard  to  the  fairs  of  the  town  . — Not  ot  the 
town,  for  they  are  very  little  attended,  and  scarcely  talked  of  as  fairs  ; but  with  regard  to 
Rathdrum  and  Roundwood,  and  other  fairs,  they  are  tolerably  well  conducted  under  the 
circumstances,  but  upon  a bad  system.  Some  are  subject  to  charges,  and  some  not  which 
causes  a great  deal  of  confusion,  and  very  often  fights.  There  is  another  defect  ; although 
a late  law  gives  magistrates  the  power  of  interfering  and  settling  disputes,  still  from  the 
non-attendance  of  magistrates  (except  two  or  three,  who  are  men  of  business,  and  have  too 
much  to  do  there  to  attend  to  settling  disputes)  the  law  is  of  very  little  use.  Another 
great  defect  is,  that  stock  of  every  kind  arc  jumbled  up  together.  At  the  fair  of  Round- 
wood  it  is  particularly  objectionable.  It  has  become  a great  fair  for  horses,  and  f was 
going  to  write  to  the  Government  several  times  to  assist  me  in  making  some  arrangements 
by  which  the  public  would  be  protected  from  being  ridden  over  in  the  streets. 

6751.  Who  is  the  patentee  ? — I believe  Mr.  Trouton;  and  he  lets  it  to  a man  named 

Fagan,  a brogue-maker,  to  make  the  best  he  can.  Some  of  the  dealers  endeavour  to  force 
their  way  out  without  paying,  and  some  succeed,  and  there  is  terrible  work  there.  Ihe 
horse-fair  is  held  in  the  town,  which  is  also  taken  up  on  fair-days  with  standings  of  brogues 
and  vegetables.  Drinking  takes  place  there ; and  people  gallop  their  horses  through  the 
crowds,  and  some  accidents  have  occurred ; and  unless  some  remedy  be  taken,  some  very 
serious  affairs  will  happen.  _ _ 

6752.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  enclosed  fair-green? — les;  I would  not  only  have 

sufficient  accommodation,  but  1 would  also  have  arrangements  made  by  which  there  would 
be  proper  authority  to  enforce  the  rules,  and  I would  have  every  description  of  stock 
classified— for  instance,  milch  cows  in  one  place,  young  stock  in  another,  bullocks  m another, 
and  bulls  by  themselves— for  they  cause  great  inconvenience;  stallions  I would  not  allow 
in  the  fair,  nor  would  I have  them  shown  unless  in  some  very  retired  place,  l hese  arrange- 
ments would  wonderfully  facilitate  the  business  of  fairs.  Then  I would  either  make  the 
Stipendiary  Magistrate  attend,  or  let  the  police  constable  attend,  and  give  him  a summary 
power  of  settling  disputes.  There  is  another  matter  which  causes  the  farmers  to  suffer 
very  much  with  regard  to  the  pig  trade:  a jobber  comes  in  and  buys  a pig,  and  if  the  market 
falls  towards  evening  he  will  give  the  pig  a prod,  and  make  it  bleed,  and  then  say  he  is 
measly,  and  he  will  not  take  it.  _ . 

6753.  In  fact  there  should  be  some  person  to  settle  disputes  of  the  kind,  whose  business 
it  would  be  ? — There  should  ; or  let  every  county  magistrate  take  a turn  of  it. 

6754.  Would  you  object  to  pay  a small  charge  for  standings  in  a proper  enclosed  place  . 
— Certainly  not;  it  would  be  a great  improvement;  there  should  be  also  some  person  to 
keep  the  statistics  of  the  fairs.  At  the  green-hide  crane,  in  Dublin,  there  is  such  a system. 
No  records  of  the  kind  are  kept  here ; and  records  of  the  fairs  would  enable  the  authorities 
to  judge  of  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
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'**"”**  lfcr,not  also  desirable  to  obtain  returns  of  the  markets,  and  the  average 
prices  of  corn  ?— Certainly,  it  would.  b 

6756.  Do  you  think  the  farmers,  generally,  would  object  to  pay  such  a charge?— 
L d°  Vi0t  1tIlinI^  thc>'  would;  because  they  would  have  to  pay  much  less  than 
they  generally  have  in  customs  at  the  present  day.  At  Ashford  they  pay  3d.  a head  for 
cattle,  and  also  at  Cronroe  and  Round  wood.  Some  people  thinking  to  escape  the  customs 
expose  their  goods,  nominally,  m the  public  way,  and  then  there  are  disputes  between  them 
and  the  men  at  the  custom  gaps,  as  to  whether  they  will  charge.  I think  Id.  a head  on 
cattle  would  rather  over-pay  the  charge  of  keeping  up  a public  market.  At  Rathdrum  there 
is  a very  hue  roomy  fair-green,  and  it  would  be  very  easy  to  make  the  arrangements  ; but 
m Arklow  it  is  a very  miserable  place— in  fact  it  is  all  in  the  town.  I do  not  think  any 
thing  iu  the  country  requires  reformation  more  than  the  arrangements  for  fairs. 

Bray,  December  23,  1852. 

John  Dalton  examined. 

C757.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I was  appointed  weighmaster  of  Bray. 

'■J*;  By  whom?— By  the  present  Lord  Meath's  father.  1 

K “ tlle  Proprietor  of  the  markets  ?-Ycs.  he  is  the  owner  of  the  royalty, 
hi  60.  H hat  are  the  market-days  ?— Tuesday  and  Saturday. 

and  ofTaWh  re  fe  ?-Tho  's‘  of  itod  20th  of  September-iwo  old  fairs 

thei°have  been  four  new  fairs  added  in  the  year, 
r-ru  a Gn  Were  tlie  Dew  fairs  established  ? — I think  in  1833  or  1835 
"e  y°u  aware:  whether  any  patent  was  got  for  them  ? — I think  so. 

J'ZJf*  JVherc  are  the  markets  held  ?— In  the  public  street, 
hi  bo.  Is  there  any  market  or  fair  accommodation  ?— None  whatever, 
the  ^tVofKty  S fairs^People  used  to  paycustorus  at 

ye^sbago!VheU  T®”  thCJ  abandoned  tbink>  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  about  ten 

?![$  j-  waS  Jt  c0nscfl,uence  of  opposition  they  were  abandoned  ?— It  was. 

0  i_h9.  W ere  there  any  legal  proceedings  ?— There  were. 

were^gif/to^on^of^is^tewards*110  t0“S  MnMi  " “ I<S*  *°  “"7  party  ?_They 

largl7o'r  small!  Cl“*rgeS  d0  >0U  ra,,1‘0  f°‘'  "'e!gMllg  here?— One  penny  for  eyeiy  draught, 

but  there^is  S tlhednow’ “ ***  — * «* 

all  Iprthe  S^tfpS!‘otrt.I'r“ii*  “Id  “ ‘he  *°m  'reigl’ed  inr0Ur  “ca>et?-Kot  at 
6774.  Where  is  it  weighed  ?— Generally  at  home. 
bu5.  Is  there  much  corn  sold  here  in  the  year?— A good  deal. 

*VmC  there  a"y  corn  merchants?— There  are  a good  many. 

L!;  ere  d°  th0f  weigh  ? Sometimes  at  their  own  stores,  or  at  the  market  scales, 
word  fo!  it  raaUJ  Pe°Ple  baVG  14  weighed  when  they  come  in,  and  the  merchants  take  their 
6778.  Is  it  compulsory  to  weigh  with  you  ?— Not  at  all. 
ilf:  VT°  charS°  ma<lo  except  they  weigh  with  you?— None  whatever. 

W l aVv?i°U  a"y  ldca,°( fhc  <3uantity  of  corn  sold  here  ?— I should  think  during  the  ' 
best  reason  of  the  year  probably  5,000  barrels  of  oats,  and  nothing  else  is  sold  here, 
hero  6 Tl, In  d0CS  al  tb®c°rn  S°  ?— Four  times  as  much  goes  to  Wicklow  as  comes 

fi-flow  * -G  ’iianj  market;days  here  when  there  are  not  more  than  six  barrels  of  oats. 
K-ai  wf1  '-S  tbG  sy8teai  of  weighing  corn  here?— We  take  just  a turn  of  the  beam, 
sack  ttn  lnfn  11  ,i  nw  .weight  you  use?— Seven  pounds,  and  two  pounds  for  the 
sack,  the  same  as  the  Corn  Exchange  regulations  in  Dublin. 

6784.  Do  you  tare  the  sack  ? — No. 

foiS  1,0  10,1  d°dl'0t  beamas<s?— 1 °P .twenty  stone  of  potatoes  half  a stoue  is  allowed 

it  out36'  D°  >0U  "’Cigl1  *°  Wo > if  do<ii<  not  come  to  the  half  stone  we  throw 

8787.  Then  the  farmer  loses  the  odd  pound's?— If  there  are  any  odd  pounds, 
b 1 88.  Do  you  weigh  butter  ?— Yes.  1 

6789.  What  is  your  system  ?— With  a cast  of  the  beam  j for  any  tiling  over  sixteen 
P “ifr?™4  IS  ?Pow°d.  al’d  beyond  fifty-six  pounds  two  pounds.  ' 

6790.  What  would  you  deduct  for  a hundred-weight  ? — I never  weigh  so  large  a quantity. 

0791.  Do  you  weigh  wool?— Sometimes.  ° 1 3 

M Pretty  *175$!“  ^ 1 

I  have  not  weighed 

6794.  What  do  you  charge?— The  charge  was  6d.  a pack. 
ailurti?o“at“  ““  hm  *m*’-'*<*  st0“  of  barley, 

6796.  What  is  tlie  barrel  of  potatoes  ? — Twenty-one  stone. 

2  S 2 


WICKLOW, 

22 nd  December,  1852. 

535. 

A.  W.  Byrne,  esq. 


BEAT, 

23rct  December,  1852. 

536! 

John  Dalton. 
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6797.  Do  you  keep  a book  in  which  you  enter  the  articles?— I do  not. 

6798-  Do  you  give  a ticket? — I do,  when  required. 

6799.  If  it  is  not  required  ? — I mark  it  with  chalk  on  the  sack. 

6800.  Could  you  tell  all  the  articles  weighed  by  you  in  the  year?— I would  go  very 
near  it,  for  I enter  a great  deal  of  them.  _ 

6801.  Could  you  give  a duplicate  if  the  ticket  was  lost . — 1 could.  . 

6802.  Does  the  market  here  begin  at  any  stated  hour? — No ; early  in  the  morning. 

6803.  Do  people  go  out  upon  the  roads  to  meet  the  produce  coming  m '—l  tlimlc  not. 

6804.  Do  people  ever  purchase  before  daylight? — Sometimes  they  do. 

6805.  Are  there  jobbers  in  the  market  who  buy  the  corn  before  the  regular  time.— 

There  is  no  appointed  time.  , . , , , , 

6806.  Is  there  corn  going  to  other  places  for  sale,  which  would  come  here  if  there  were 

a well  regulated  market  ? — Indeed  I think  not.  , „ 

6807-  Do  you  keep  your  receipts  for  weighing,  or  do  you  account  to  any  one  lor  them  r 
— I keep  them  myself ; I have  no  fixed  salary. 

6808.  Are  the  beams  and  scales  your  own  property  ? — They  are. 

6809.  How  often  do  you  get  them  adjusted? — Generally  once  in  the  year,  or  perhaps 
once  in  two  years,  whenever  the  gentleman  comes  round  to  adjust  them. 

6810.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  county  l — there  is. 

6811.  Where  do  you  keep  your  beam  and  scales? — Opposite  my  own  door. 

6812.  It  is  only  a triangle,  I suppose? — It  is  a movable  triangle. 

6813.  Have  your  weights  been  inspected  by  the  Constabulary?— I think  not. 

6814.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  weighing  in  this  district . I never  did. 

6815.  Are  there  any  corn  stores  or  mills  in  the  neighbourhood  ?— '.there  are.  _ 

6816.  The  corn  bought  here  is  generally  weighed  at  the  nulls,  I suppose  l It  is.  _ 

6817.  What  height  are  your  scales  from  the  ground  at  standing  beam/  About  lime 
inches. 

The  Earl  of  Meath  examined. 

6818.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  with  regard  to  the  patent  under  which  the  fairs 

and  markets  in  this  town  are  held  ? — I cannot,  at  present.  _ . 

6819-  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  commencing  at  a certain  hour,  where 
all  agricultural  produce  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I think  it  would  be  a very  desirable 
thing;  the  only  objection  would  be  putting  the  country  to  the  expense  of  holding  the 

markets.  , * t i i j 

6820.  I do  not  know  that  it  should  be  done  by  the  country. — If  it  were  not,  1 should 
forward  it ; it  strikes  me  as  very  desirable. 

6821.  The  scale  of  charges  laid  down  should  be  only  sufficient  to  remunerate  the  pro- 

prietor for  giving  proper  accommodation? — Yes,  I think  that  would  be  very  desirable;  the 
same  as  the  markets  are  regulated  in  most  parts  of  England.  There  could  be  no  possible 
objection,  I think,  upon  the  part  of  anybody.  . . 0 

6822.  Is  there  any  inconvenience  felt  here  from  holding  the  fairs  m the  public  streets . 
Yes.  I should  think,  very  great  inconvenience. 

6S23.  Would  not  a proper  enclosed  fair- green  be  much  better  ?— I should  say  so, 
certainly  ; it  is  a great  nuisance  to  have  the  fairs  held  in  the  streets  ; and  there  is  a very 
convenient  place  close  here. 

6824.  Would  it  not  be  a better  plan  to  make  a small  charge  upon  all  cattle  entering  the 

fair,  for  a good  standing,  than  the  present  system?— Certainly  it  would. 

6825.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the  whole 
country? — Decidedly. 

6S26.  And  weighing  all  produce  standing  beam,  to  the  pound,  and  abolishing  all 
deductions? — Yes.  . . . » 

6827.  Would  it  not  be  a great  advantage,  that  in  such  a market,  the  proper  statistics  ot 
the  country  could  be  obtained  ?— Decidedly  ; I do  not  think  there  could  be  an  objection, 
on  the  part  of  anybody,  to  such  a general  market. 


ggg  Marcus  Donovan  examined. 

Marcus  Donovan.  gS28.  Where  do  you  reside,  and  what  is  your  occupation  ? — In  Bray.  I am  a publican ; 

and  I object  to  a general  market,  because  the  market  at  present  is  serviceable  to  publicans, 
and  an  alteration  would  be  an  injury  to  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors.  If  the  people  are  to 
pay  a duty  to  Government  for  drink,  the  market  should  not  be  removed.  I say  every 
person  in  the  county,  and  the  owners  of  estates,  would  be  opposed  to  any  alteration  m 
the  present  system. 

Mr.  John  Quinn  examined. 

539. 

Mr.  Jolm  Quinn.  6829-  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  in  the  town,  with  proper  accom- 
modation ? — If  1 could  see  my  way  with  regard  to  the  amount  of  expense  to  the  public. 

6830.  Of  these,  there  should  be  no  charge  more  than  would  be  sufficient  to  support  such 
a market? — The  place  where  the  market  should  be  held  would  be  a matter  of  very  great 
importance;  and  it  strikes  me  that  there  is  only  one  place  in  Bray,  or  that  part  of  it  in  the 
county  Wicklow,  where  it  could  be  held ; but  it  is  a very  valuable  field,  and  if  it  were  to  be 
occupied  twice  a week,  the  owner  would  require  very  considerable  remuneration. 

6831.  That  would  be  a matter  for  the  proprietor  of  the  market  to  get  the  most  con- 
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venient  locality. — I think  the  greatest  complaints  about  the  markets  hitherto  have  been 
the  want  of  any  regulations,  as  regards  the  hours  of  selling ; some  parties  going  out  upon 
the  roads  and  buying  from  the  farmers  before  daylight,  and  then  getting  another  profit  in 
the  market,  which  is  injurious  to  the  consumer.  I do  not  think  there  have  been  many 
complaints  of  false  weights. 

6832.  The  objections  you  have  mentioned  would  be  removed  in  a public  market,  because 
all  corn  coming  within  the  limits  of  the  market  should  be  sold  at  a certain  hour  ? — Bray  is 
going  to  be  a very  important  place  in  future,  and  that  would  certainly  be  a step  in  the 
right  direction.  If  we  could  get  rid  of  the  system  of  slaughtering  cattle  upon  the  foot-paths, 
it  would  be  very  desirable. 

6833.  Have  you  no  Town  Commissioners  here? — No.  There  was  an  attempt  made  to 
obtain  them,  and  all  the  gentlemen  around  the  town  voted  unanimously  for  them ; but  the 
next  step  was  to  raise  a very  small  tax,  and  when  it  was  about  to  be  raised,  the  very  same 
gentlemen  voted  against  it.  There  being  no  market-place  or  boundaries  to  the  town  de- 
fined, before  we  undertook  the  matter,  it  appeared  to  us  that  the  market-place  should  be 
confined  to  within  a radius  of  a mile,  and  it  was  very  natural  that  the  gentlemen  living 
within  that  radius  should  pay  some  quota  towards  "the  expense ; but  when  we  went  to 
carry  out  the  Act,  those  gentlemen  construed  the  Act  in  such  a way  that,  as  their  gate- 
houses only  were  on  the  high-road,  and  we  did  not  intend  to  go  up  their  avenues  to  clean 
the  walk  or  to  light  them,  they  had  no  right  to  pay  any  part  of  the  tax,  which  they 
threw  altogether  upon  the  houses  and  streets  of  Bray.  The  thing  was  then  abandoned. 

6834.  What  is  your  population  ? — 1 think  about  4,000. 

6835.  In  addition  to  a general  market,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of 
weights  and  measures? — To  be  sure  I would.  It  is  the  greatest  absurdity  in  the  world 
that  we  cannot  know  what  people  are  doing  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

6836.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions  in  the  nature  of  beamage, 
and  paying  the  farmers  for  what  they  have  ? — I would.  I think,  in  the  deductions  made 
upon  wool,  the  most  outrageous  robbery  was  allowed  to  exist.  The  poor  country 
farmer  sells  his  wool  at  so  much  a stone,  and  then  the  buyer  deducts  for  beamage, 
and  matted  fleece,  and  other  deductions,  and  puts  him  beyond  calculation  altogether.  I 
have  been  trying  to  have  wool  sold  by  the  pound  here,  and  I have  succeeded  to  a certain 
extent. 

683".  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  extend  that  system  to  all  agricultural  produce  ? — 
Decidedly  it  would. 

6838.  In  a general  market  should  there  not  be  heavy  penalties  for  fraud  upon  the  part 
of  buyer  or  seller? — Certainly  there  should. 

6839.  Is  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  stores  and  mills  the  same  as  has  been  described? — 
It  is. 

6840.  The  farmer  may  lose  any  odd  pounds  ? — No.  Suppose  one  sack  weighs  stand- 
ing beam,  and  the  next  is  a little  heavy,  they  will  be  let  go  against  one  another;  but, 
however,  if  a man  likes  to  take  out  any  odd  pounds,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  him. 

6841.  If  a man  were  selling  only  one  sack  he  might  lose  the  odd  pounds? — lie  might; 
but  he  would  be  allowed  to  take  them  out  if  he  liked.  In  fact,  he  is  only  obliged  to 
deliver  fourteen  stone  nine  pounds  for  the  sack  and  the  corn,  and  since  the  nine  pounds 
were  taken,  I think  the  farmers  have  managed  to  increase  the  weight  of  their  sacks  to  make 
up  for  the  two  pounds. 

6842.  With  regard  to  fairs,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  removing  them  to  an  enclosed 
green,  out  of  the  public  streets  ? — Nearly  all  the  fairs  in  the  country  are  held  in  the  public 
streets,  but  as  far  as  1 am  personally  concerned,  perhaps  I would  rather  not  have  them  so ; 
but  the  feeling  among  the  people  is  that  they  are  a benefit  to  a certain  extent. 

6843.  To  the  shopkeepers  ? — Yes. 

6844.  But  arc  not  the  streets  inconvenient  for  the  buyers  and  sellers? — I do  not  think 
they  complain  of  it.  It  is  more  inconvenient  to  persons  going  through,  stopping  up  the 
thoroughfares. 

Mr.  Hugh  Stafford  examined. 

6845.  Do  you  reside  in  the  town  ? — I do. 

6846.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  such  a general  market  as  has  been  described  ? — 
Certainly. 

6847-  Would  it  not  be  a benefit  to  the  farmer  and  to  the  honest  trader  ?— I should 
think  so. 

6848.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — I would. 

6849-  And  abolishing  all  deductions  ? — Certainly. 

6850.  Do  you  think  holding  fairs  in  the  streets  inconvenient? — Decidedly,  to  the  general 

community.  . 

6851.  Is  it  so  to  the  buyers  and  sellers? — I should  suppose  it  is.  I think  with  every 
fair  there  should  he  a slaughter-house  established,  which  would  prevent  a nuisance  much 
complained  of  in  this  town.  I have  a small  property  in  tho  town,  which  suffers  greatly 
from  having  slaughter  carried  on  in  the  town.  There  is  a Sanitary  Board  here,  but  they 
have  given  no  relief  in  the'  world.  If  there  were  a place  for  keeping  fairs  and  markets, 
there  might,  at  very  small  expense,  be  a slaughter-house  established,  where  all  the  butchers 
could  slaughter. 


BRAY, 

23 rd  December,  1852. 

53th 

Mr.  John  Quinn. 


540. 

Mr.  Hugh  Stafford. 
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6852.  A proper  shambles  ? — Exactly ; a proper  shambles.  * 

6853.  Do  you  think  any  attempt  now  to  place  you  under  the  Act  in  order  to  obtain 
Town  Commissioners  would  be  opposed  ? — Certainly  not. 


Drogheda,  December  30,  1852. 

Mr.  Thomas  Kelly  examined. 

6854.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Drogheda. 

6855.  Are  you  town  clerk  to  the  Corporation  ? — I am. 

6856.  Under  what  patents  or  charters  are  the  fairs  and  markets  held  ? — There  are  two 
fairs  held  under  the  7th  of  James  I.,  on  the  11th  of  June,  and  18th  of  October,  old  style, 
five  days  for  each  fair,  with  a court  of  pie  poudre. 

6857.  Does  that  charter  mention  any  thing  about  markets  ? — No.  There  is  a more  recent 
charter  in  the  10th  year  of  William  111.  which  gives  four  fairs  yearly,  on  the  12th  of  May, 
22nd  of  June,  26th  of  August,  and  29th  of  October. 

6858.  What  is  the  next  charter? — That  of  William  IV.,  in  1833. 

6859.  What  does  it  grant  ? — Full  power  and  authority  to  the  Corporation  of  Drogheda 
to  hold  four  yearly  fans,  on  every  second  Monday  in  March,  every  second  Friday  in  April, 
every  third  Friday  in  November,  and  every  third  Friday  in  December,  with  reasonable  tolls 
and  customs,  privileges  and  immunities. 

6860.  Then  there  are  eight  fairs? — There  are. 

6861.  Are  these  eight  fairs  held  at  present? — They  are. 

6862.  Are  there  any  fairs  besides  these  ? — None. 

6863.  Have  you  any  charter  granting  a market  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any. 

6864.  When  are  the  markets  held  ? — There  is  a general  market  on  Saturday,  and  a cattle 
market  on  Thursday. 

6865.  When  were  they  established? — The  corn  market  is  beyond  memory;  the  Thursday’s 
market  was  formerly  held  upon  Tuesday,  but  it  was  changed  about  sixteen  years  ago. 

6866.  How  were  these  markets  originally  established  ? — I cannot  say. 

6867.  Were  tolls  ever  collected  at  any  of  the  markets? — They  were. 

6868.  Are  they  collected  now? — Not  at  all. 

6869.  How  did  you  levy  tolls  if  you  had  no  charter? — There  were  tolls  for  every  thing 
entering  the  town,  I understand,  but  it  was  before  my  appointment. 

6870.  When  were  they  abolished? — In  October,  1842. 

.687 1 . For  what  reason  ? — There  was  opposition,  and  the  people  thought  the  tolls  injured 
the  trade  of  the  town,  other  towns  in  the  locality  not  having  tolls ; and  there  was  also 
another  reason — that  the  freemen  of  the  old  Corporation  paid  no  tolls,  and  it  was  con- 
sidered that  that  gave  them  an  undue  preference  in  trade.  Immediately  upon  the 
appointment  of  the  new  Corporation  they  abolished  the  tolls.  There  was  great  quarrelling 
during  the  time  of  the  old  Corporation  between  the  people  and  them. 

6872.  Were  the  tolls  ever  the  subject  of  legal  proceedings  ? — There  were  several  actions 
in  progress  in  the  Queen’s  Bench,  but  they  never  came  to  an  issue. 

6873.  Why  did  they  not? — I rather  think  the  parties  abandoned  them  in  consequence 
of  the  expense. 

6874.  Who  were  the  parties? — The  farmers  of  Meath  and  Louth. 

6875.  How  many  different  kinds  of  toll  were  collected? — There  was  gateage  toll  upon 
every  thing  entering  the  town : there  was  pontage  toll  for  every  thing  crossing  the  bridge, 
supposed  to  be  for  the  repairs  of  the  bridge,  under  the  authority  of  the  charter ; and  water 
custom,  which  also  claimed  to  be  levied  under  the  charter. 

6876.  Did  the  same  articles  pay  gateage  and  pontage? — I can  give  no  information  on 
that  point  from  my  personal  experience. 

6877.  Are  any  tolls  now  charged  here  at  all? — No;  they  were  all  abandoned. 

6878.  Is  any  charge  made  at  the  fairs? — None. 

6879-  How  many  market-places  are  there? — There  is  the  cattle-market,  held  upon  the 
new  quay,  at  the  north  side  of  the  Boyne;  and  the  corn-market,  held  in  a building  erected 
by  the  former  Corporation. 

6880.  Where  is  the  butter-market  held? — In  a wing, of  the  same  building. 

6881.  Where  is  the  potato-market? — In  an  open  space,  at  the  rerc  of  the  corn- 
market. 

6882.  Have  you  any  other  markets  ? — Poultry  are  sold  there ; and  there  is  a fisli-market 
in  a building  enclosed  by  the  Corporation ; and  a pig-market,  but  the  pig-market  is  held 
in  an  open  space ; there  is  also  the  Linen  Hall ; there  is  a vegetable  market  to  the  west  of 
the  corn-market,  in  an  open  space.  Hay  and  straw  are  sold  adjacent  to  the  cattle-market, 
on  W ellington-  quay. 

6883.  Is  there  a weighmastcr  appointed  for  the  town? — Yes;  there  is  a weighmaster 
appointed  by  the  Corporation,  but  not  under  the  statute; 

6884.  Is  he  sworn  ? — No. 

6885.  Where  does  he  weigh  ? — In  the  weigh-house,  adjacent  to  the  cattle-market. 

6886.  Does  he  charge  cranage  ? — He  does. 

6887.  Does  he  account  to  the  Corporation  for  his  receipts? — Yes;  he  gets  a yearly 
salary,  which  the  receipts  hardly  pay. 

6888.  In  the  weigh-house  are  there  public  beams  and  scales? — There  are. 
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6889.  And  a weigh-bridge  ? — Yes. 

6890.  Is  there  a weighmaster  at  the  corn-market  ? — There  is  a deputy  of  the  head  weigh- 
master,  who  attends  there. 

6891.  Has  he  a scale  of  charges? — He  has. 

6*92.  Are  the  charges  laid  down  by  the  Corporation  ? — They  are. 

6893.  Is  there  any  other  weighmaster? — There  is  a man  appointed  by  the  Corporation, 
at  the  potato-market,  but  lie  charges  nothing  there. 

6894.  Who  weighs  the  butter? — A deputy  of  the  head  weighmaster. 

6895.  Is  all  the  corn  which  comes  into  the  town  sold  in  the  corn-market  ? — Not  a fifth  of 
it ; there  is  a market  every  day  in  the  week  for  com. 

6896.  Where  is  it  sold?— The  farmers  come  into  town  and  employ  men,  who  take  about 
samples  to  the  different  merchants,  and  get  the  highest  they  can. 

6897.  Is  it  weighed  at  the  stores  ? — It  is. 

6898.  Is  the  corn  sold  in  the  public  market  always  weighed  there? — No  ; they  sell  by 
sample. 

6899.  Is  the  market  there  only  upon  Saturday  ? — Only  on  Saturday. 

6900.  What  is  weighed  there  ?— A few  sacks  of  corn  for  feeding  horses,  an  odd  sack  of 
wheat,  and  a little  at  seed  time ; but  the  great  bulk  of  the  business  is  transacted  by  the 
merchants,  at  their  private  stores. 

6901.  Are  the  proprietors  of  the  markets  the  Corporation  of  Drogheda? — Yes. 

6902.  No  private  proprietors  claiming  any  right  ? — None.  Tolls  were  formerly  received, 
I may  remark,  by  the  Corporation,  in  kind  ; — of  the  corn  sold  at  the  market,  they  used  to 
receive  a hat-full. 

6903.  Would  it  be  possible,  in  the  present  state  of  the  markets,  to  receive  any  statistical 
returns  of  the  yearly  quantity  sold  ? — It  would  be  utterly  impossible,  unless  by  going  around 
to  the  different  merchants. 

6904.  Is  there  much  butter  sold  in  the  town  ? — Very  little. 

6905.  Is  it  all  sold  in  the  public  market? — No,  just  the  same  as  corn;  but  crocks,  I 
believe,  are  sold  in  the  public  market. 

6906.  Is  there  any  firkin  butter? — Very  little. 

6907.  Is  there  any  charge  made  at  the  Linen  Hall? — None. 

6908.  Where  are  your  fairs  held  ? — The  cow  fair  is  held  at  the  north  side  of  the  town,  in 
the  public  thoroughfare. 

6909.  Is  there  no  enclosed  fair-green  ? — None. 

6910.  Where  are  the  other  fairs  held  ? — The  horse  fair  upon  the  North  Road,  and  the  pig 
fair  in  Magdalen-street,  and  the  sheep  fair  in  Fair-street. 

6911.  All  in  the  public  streets? — Yes. 

6912.  There  must  be  a considerable  distance  between  these  places? — Not  much;  they 
arc  all  upon  the  north  side  of  the  river. 

6913.  Is  it  not  considered  inconvenient  to  hold  the  fairs  in  the  streets? — There  are  a 
great  many  complaints  about  the  horse  fairs ; it  is  rather  a narrow  road. 

6914.  Would  not  an  enclosed  fair-green  be  more  convenient? — Indeed  it  would;  the 
horse-fair  upon  the  public  road  is  extremely  dangerous. 

6915.  Would  the  townspeople  oppose  having  the  fairs  removed  out  of  the  streets? — I 
suppose  the  publicans  of  the  neighbourhood  woidd  ; but  I think  the  public  generally  would 
not. 

6916.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  here? — There  is;  only  for  the 
county. 

6917.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  complaints  of  the  system  of  weighing  in  private? — I never 
did. 

6918.  Is  there  much  forestalling  carried  on  in  this  market? — Indeed  there  is  ; there  is 
a class  of  persons  called  “ whackers”  here,  a kind  of  corn  agents,  who  watch  the  cars  coming 
into  the  town,  and  bring  them  to  the  different  merchants. 

6919.  Can  the  farmers  sell  their  corn  without  making  use  of  these  persons  ? — They  can, 
certainly. 

6920.  Do  they  do  so  ?— Only  sometimes. 

6921.  By  whom  are  these  persons  paid? — They  get  Icl.  a barrel  from  the  buyer,  but,  I 
believe,  they  are  often  paid  by  both  parties.  I have  paid  them  myself  as  a seller ; they  get 
as  much  as  they  can,  in  point  of  fact. 

6922.  Are  these  persons  encouraged  by  the  merchants  ? — The  merchants  profess  to  wish 
to  get  rid  of  them,  and  yet  I do  not  see  any  combined  effort  to  do  so. 

6923.  Are  they  a necessary  evil — could  you  do  without  them? — We  could,  very  well,  if 
we  had  two  or  three  additional  corn-markets  in  the  week. 


Mr.  John  Morton  examined. 

6924.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Drogheda. 

6925.  Are  you  in  the  corn  trade  ? — I am. 

6926.  Where  do  you  buy  ?— Partly  in  the  market  by  sample,  and  partly  at  my  own  stores. 

6927.  Do  you  buy  direct  from  the  farmers  ? — I do. 

6928.  You  do  not  make  use  of  the  “ whackers”  then  ?— I do  not.  The  “ whackers”,  are 
a class  of  men  who  were  at  one  time  corn  porters  about  the  stores,  and  who  strive  to  establish 
agencies ; and  the  competition  among  the  buyers  was,  at  one  time,  so  strong  that  they  gave 
Id.  a barrel  to  these  men  for  all  they  could  bring. 
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6929.  Are  they  necessary  ? — No.  We  could  do  very  well  without  them;  and  it  would 
tend  very  much  to  the  morality  of  the  market,  if  we  could  get  rid  of  them.  They  are  paid 
lei.  a barrel  by  the  merchant,  but  1 think  they  get  something  from  the  fanners  too,  generally 
in  drink. 

6930.  It  comes  out  of  the  farmer’s  pocket  in  the  end  ? — It  does. 

6931.  Do  they  force  their  services  upon  the  farmers  ? — I believe  they  do,  to  some  extent. 

6932.  Do  you  always  get  the  corn  you  buy  by  sample  in  the  market  ? — I do  not.  I may 
buy  1,000  barrels,  and  not  receive  one  hundred-weight ; and  if  there  is  a rise,  I may  get 
none.  I believe  some  of  the  farmers  only  exhibit  their  corn  for  sport,  for  they  never  give 
it  at  all. 

6933.  And  if  there  were  a fall,  I suppose  you  might  get  their  own  and  their  neighbours? — 
Just  so.  We  often  buy  through  the  “whackers”  what  we  know  we  have  bought  in  the 
market  before,  and  have  to  pay  more  for  it,  and  we  cannot  help  ourselves.  It  is  a bad 
system  altogether.  There  might  be  some  advantage  in  it  if  people  could  all  be  made 
honest  by  law,  for  I certainly  think  it  is  a lumbersome  way  to  sell  all  by  bulk ; but  I believe 
it  is  managed  in  some  markets  as  well  as  our  system. 

6934.  Is  all  the  corn  weighed  at  your  own  stores? — No.  The  farmers  generally  weigh 
it  at  home,  and  we  only  check  the  weight. 

6935.  Suppose  a man  has  not  the  means  of  weighing  at  home  ? — Then  wo  must  weigh 
it;  but  we  encourage  them  as  much  as  possible  to  weigh  at  home,  for  in  a crowded  store  it 
is  very  hard  to  get  through  all  the  business. 

6936.  Is  there  any  charge  made  for  weighing  or  porterage  ? — There  is  generally  \d.  a 
barrel  charged  for  wheat ; and  in  order  to  keep  the  men  from  wrangling  with  the  farmers, 
I stop  the  Id.  from  the  farmers,  and  give  it  all  to  the  porters. 

6937.  In  a good  store,  would  not  that  more  than  pay  the  porters  ? — At  times  it  would ; 
but  you  cannot  get  good  porters  to  remain  unless  you  pay  them  high  wages. 

6938-  What  do  the  porters  do? — They  carry  the  sacks  out  and  in,  and  in  some  stores 
they  hoist  them. 

6939-  Is  not  that  making  the  farmer  pay  for  the  work  of  the  merchant? — No;  it  is 
generally  received  everywhere  that  the  farmers  have  a right  to  deliver  their  goods.  When 
the  store  is  not  very  much  crowded,  we  allow  them  to  employ  their  own  men,  and  save  the 
Id.,  for  it  is  no  benefit  at  all  to  us,  except  that  it  facilitates  business. 

6940.  If  the  store  were  full  you  would  not  allow  them  ? — No  ; It  would  create  too  much 
confusion. 

6941.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing? — Standing  beam,  with  one  pound  weights. 

6942.  Is  that  the  custom  of  the  town  ? — It  is. 

6943.  What  do  you  deduct  ? — Two  pounds  for  beamage  ; some  of  our  Mayors  allowed 
four  pounds,  but  two  pounds  is  now  established. 

6944.  Is  there  a discretionary  power  with  the  Mayor  to  that  effect  ? — There  is,  at  least 
some  Mayors  decided  that  four  pounds  were  illegal,  and  others  that  they  were  not. 

6945.  Are  there  any  other  deductions  ? — Nothing  but  the  weight  of  the  sack. 

6946.  Do  you  always  tare  the  empty  sack? — We  tare  nine  pounds  for  the  sack  and 
beamage. 

6947.  If  the  sack  is  under  seven  pounds? — Then  the  merchant  lias  the  benefit  of  it ; but 
it  does  not  often  happen.  There  are  some  parties  with  bags  which  are  very  light,  and  they 
are  allowed  by  private  agreement  the  actual  weight. 

6948.  If  the  sack  be  more  than  seven  pounds  ? — Then  we  deduct  the  actual  weight. 

6949.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  with  respect  to  the  system  of  weigliing  in 
private  ? — Not  to  my  own  knowledge ; but  I have  heard  of  parties  who  complained  that 
they  were  robbed. 

6950.  Does  not  the  system  offer  very  great  facilities  for  fraud,  if  a party  choose  to  be 
dishonest  ? — I think  it  does. 

6951.  Would  it  not  be  much  better  to  have  all  the  corn  sold  in  a public  market,  and 
weighed  there  under  a sworn  inspector? — It  would  be  very  hard  to  get  the  quantity  of 
business  done. 

6952.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  such  a market,  where  all  agricultural  produce  should 
be  sold  and  weighed,  provided  it  could  be  carried  out  ? — I should  be  very  glad  to  see  it 
adopted.  I do  not  know,  not  having  had  actual  experience,  whether  it  would  be  possible 
in  such  a market  to  get  through  the  amount  of  work ; but  any  tiling  would  be  better  than 
the  present  system.  It  would  be  very  desirable,  if  practicable. 

6953.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures? — Most  cer- 
tainly. It  would  be  very  desirable. 

6954.  Would  it  not  be  a good  plan  to  abolish  all  deductions,  weigh  to  the  pound,  and 
regulate  the  price  accordingly  ? — I think  it  would ; I can  see  no  use  in  having  beamage 
at  all. 

6955.  Has  it  not  the  effect  of  keeping  up  a fictitious  price? — Of  course  it  has. 

6956.  Could  you  give  any  idea  of  the  quantity  of  corn  sold  here  in  the  year? — No  ; I 
made  up  the  lists  different  times,  but  they  were  very  irregular  during  the  last  five  or  six 
years.  We  ship  a great  deal  of  oatmeal;  probably  more  than  any  other  port  in  Ireland. 
There  used  to  be  about  10,000  barrels  a-week,  and  probably  there  are  still,  for  four  months 
of  the  year. 

6957.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  public  market  begin  and  close  at  a certain 
hour  ? — Decidedly. 

6958.  Would  you  prefer  weigliing  and  buying  by  the  hundred-weight  and  stone,  or  by 
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the  barrel  ?— I think  the  hundred-weight  and  stone  would  be  a very  good  plan,  the  barrels  DROGHEDA 
vary  so  much.  There  is  nothing  so  simple  as  the  stone  and  hundred-weight.  30 th  December,  m2. 

6959.  Would  it  not  be  very  desirable  to  be  able  to  ascertain,  as  you  could  in  a well-regu-  

lated  public  market,  the  proper  statistics  of  the  country? — Very  desirable,  now  that  we  542. 

arc  getting  so  much  from  abroad,  that  the  quantity  consumed  in  other  localities  should  be  Mr‘  John  Morton- 
known. 

6960.  Does  corn  imported  here  pay  any  charge  ?— Nothing  but  river  dues ; and  these 
are  upon  the  shipping ; the  corn  pays  nothing. 

6961.  Instead  of  having  the  farmers  hawking  their  corn  about  the  different  stores,  would 
it  not  be  very  desirable  to  have  a market  where  all  the  buyers  and  sellers  could  meet,  and 
where  all  would  know  the  prices  of  the  day,  and  competition  would  be  created  ? — It  would 
be  very  desirable.  To  give  vou  an  idea  of  what  is  paid  to  “whackers,”  I have  given,  in 
my  office,  as  much  as  £8  or  £ i 0 a week  to  these  men,  which  is  all  money  thrown  away, 
and  comes  out  of  the  farmer’s  pocket  in  the  end. 

6962.  There  should  be  severe  penalties  in  a public  market  for  frauds  practised  either 
by  the  buyer  or  the  seller?— Of  course  there  should.  If  you  compel  all  parties  to  sell  in 
a public  market,  and  make  a penalty  for  every  party  taking  delivery  of  what  was  not  sold 
there,  you  will  certainly  mitigate  the  present  evils.  Whether  you  will  take  them  away 
altogether  is  another  matter ; and  I have  heard  many  parties  agree  that  a bulk  market 
worked  right  well. 

Mr.  Ralph  Smith  examined.  543, 

6963.  Where  do  you  reside? — A mile  or  two  from  Drogheda.  Mr*  RalP'’  Smith. 

6964.  D.j  you  buy  in  this  market?— Not  latterly;  but  I used  to  buy  a great  deal. 

6965.  Did  you  buy  in  the  corn  market,  or  in  the  streets? — When  I first  went  into 
business  I bought  all  the  com  in  the  market  by  sample,  and  the  consequence  was  that 
during  a long  series  of  years,  a great  deal  of  the  corn  which  I bought  did  not  come  in,  and 
I was  often  very  glad  to  buy  the  corn  wherever  I could  get  it,  from  jobbers,  carriers, 
whackers,  and  all  kinds  of  people. 

6966.  Was  it  competition  gave  rise  to  the  whackers  ? — Competition,  entirely.  The  system 
was  commenced  by  fellows  who  used  to  go  out  and  ask  parties  what  they  were  getting  for 
the  corn,  which  they  had  sold  by  sample,  and  were  bringing  into  town  ; and  when  they  were 
told  the  price,  offer  to  get  them  sixpence  more.  We  suffered  so  much  from  that  system, 
that  we  would  buy  nothing  in  the  market  at  all,  except  from  gentlemen  well  known  to  us  ; 
farmers  with  whom  wo  had  been  dealing  for  many  years,  who  we  knew  would  deliver  what 
they  had  sold. 

6967.  Do  you  mostly  make  use  of  the  whackers,  or  do  you  ever  buy  direct  from  the 
farmers?— I constantly  buy  direct  from  the  farmers;  I think  pretty  equally. 

6968.  What  do  you  pay  the  whackers  ? — One  penny  a barrel. 

6969.  Do  you  think  them  a necessary  evil  under  the  present  system? — Under  the  pre- 
sent system,  if  we  do  not  buy  from  them,  we  may  not  get  the  corn  at  all. 

6970.  Is  your  system  of  weighing  the  same  as  Mr.  Morton’s  ?— We  weigh  a sack  or  two, 
and  ask  the  farmers  how  many  they  have — not  in  one  instance  out  of  twenty  do  we  weigh 
all  the  sacks. 

6971.  1 suppose  the  farmers  here  principally  weigh  the  corn  at  home? — In  this  neigh- 
bourhood, almost  every  farmer  has  weights  and  scales  of  his  own. 

6972.  Is  not  the  system  of  weighing  at  the  stores  open  to  the  objection,  that  there  is  no 
check  whatever  if  parties  choose  to  be  dishonest  ? — Not  a doubt  of  it. 

6973.  In  many  places  we  have  heard  of  men  who  could  pay  Is.  a barrel  more  than  others, 
and  make  it  up  in  weighing,  and  drive  respectable  traders  out  of  the  market  ? — It  is  all  in 
the  system. 

6974.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage? — The  custom  of  the  trade  is, 
that  the  seller  puts  the  corn  upon  the  merchant's  loft,  and  a number  of  men  attend  about 
the  stores  to  deliver  the  corn  for  them. 

6975.  There  is  a charge  made  of  Id.  a barrel,  is  there  not? — There  is,  but  in  my  stores 
we  know  nothing  about  it ; the  farmers  settle  with  the  men  outside,  and  if  they  did  it  for 
themselves,  we  would  much  rather  have  it. 

6976.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  if  it  were  properly  carried  out? — 

Most  decidedly ; then  we  should  all  have  a fair  scramble  for  the  corn. 

0977  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the  whole 
country  ? — Decidedly ; an  uniform  system  of  dealing. 

6978.  What  would  you  suggest  as  the  best  uniform  system? — I think  hundred- weights 
and  stones. 

6979.  Would  you  also  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions,  and  weighing  as  closely 
as  possible  ? — I do  not  conceive  that  there  should  be  any  deductions  whatever  upon  corn, 
when  it  is  delivered  equal  to  the  sample. 

6980.  If  it  is  not  the  farmer  should  be  punished  for  fraud? — Precisely. 

6981.  Would  it  not  be  one  great  advantage  of  such  a market,  that  you  would  be  able  to 
get  the  statistics  of  the  country,  which  at  present  you  cannot  do  ? — Yes ; but  if  I bought 
corn  and  had  it  delivered  where  it  was  not  necessary  to  weigh,  that  would  not  come  into 
the  statistics  of  the  country. 

6982.  If  there  were  a proper  corn-market,  would  there  not  be  very  little  of  these  trans- 
actions?—I think  the  farmers  would  stop  at  the  mills  in  the  country,  if  it  answered  their 
convenience. 

2 T 
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6983.  What  quantity  of  corn  is  sold  here  in  the  year,  would  you  say  200,000  barrels  ?— 
I should  say  more ; but  it  is  a very  wild  guess  of  me  to  say  any  thing  on  the  subject. 

6984.  W ould  it  not  be  a very  good  thing  to  have  a market  every  day  ? — I am  strongly  of 
opinion  that  necessity  would  compel  us  to  have  it. 

6985.  What  would  you  think  a good  hour  to  commence? — I should  say  ten  or  eleven 
o’clock,  or  whatever  would  be  convenient  to  the  farmers.  With  respect  to  fairs,  although 
we  have  eight  fairs,  yet  I conceive  it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  the  people  of  the 
country,  and  the  shipping  trade  in  particular,  to  establish  monthly  fairs  in  addition.  There 
are  six  or  eight  months  in  the  year,  particularly  from  July  to  Christmas,  when  vast  quantities 
of  cattle  are  coming  in  from  people  all  over  the  country,  many  of  whom  would  be  glad  to 
meet  a market  here,  instead  of  encountering  the  sea  risk  of  going  to  England.  If  you  were 
aware  of  the  immense  quantity  of  cattle  shipped  from  this  port,  you  would  be  inclined  to 
agree  with  me,  that  it  would  be  a great  advantage.  We  sometimes  ship  2.000  head  of  cattle 
in  the  week  ; and  1,000  head  a week  from  August  to  Christmas  Day,  would  be,  one  week 
with  another,  about  the  thing — certainly  S00  a-week.  Then,  in  another  season  of  the  year 
there  are  sheep  and  swine. 

6986.  Would  it  not  be  a great  improvement  to  have  a proper  enclosed  fair-green  ? — I 
have  no  doubt  some  people  would  prefer  having  the  fairs  in  the  streets — the  owners  of 
public  houses  and  other  parties,  to  whom  it  is  a great  advantage  to  have  a crowd  opposite 
their  doors. 

6987.  Do  you  think  the  parties  frequenting  the  fail-  would  object  to  pay  a small  charge 
for  standings  ? — Indeed,  I think  they  would. 

6988.  Do  you  think  any  man  with  a good  lot  of  cattle  would  not  prefer  having  an 
enclosed  fair-green,  where  they  would  be  safe? — No  doubt  he  would. 

6989.  Is  there  not  some  clause  in  your  Charter  which  enables  you  to  postpone  any  fair 
within  ten  miles  ? — I think  not.  I recollect  when  we  were  getting  four  additional  fairs, 
the  gentlemen  of  Ardee  came  down,  and  it  was  arranged  that  the  days  we  would  have 
should  not  interfere  with  their  market. 

Mr.  Patrick  Matheivs  examined. 

6990.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Within  two  and  a-half  miles  of  Drogheda. 

6991 . Are  you  a farmer  ? — Yes. 

6992.  Do  you  sell  in  this  town  ? — I sell  cattle  here  and  in  Liverpool.  I sell  corn  at 
home. 

6993.  Do  you  approve  of  the  present  system  of  corn-selling  in  this  town? — Indeed  I do 
not;  I objected  to  it  years  ago ; and  to  the  system  of  having  nearly  all  the  produce  sold 
through  third  parties,  called  whackers,  which  is  most  objectionable. 

6994.  Does  the  farmer  pay  for  it  in  the  end? — The  farmer  and  the  merchant  very  often 
both  pay  for  it. 

6995.  Would  you  rather  have  a bulk-market  or  sell  by  sample  ? — I would  rather  sell  by 
sample  in  a three-days  market,  for  this  reason  I consider,  as  an  extensive  farmer,  that  it 
would  be  objectionable  to  bring  in  twenty  or  forty  barrels,  and  if  I did  not  sell  them,  to 
have  to  take  them  back  again.  I would  let  the  farmer  sell  by  sample,  and  give  him  twenty- 
four  hours  to  deliver  it. 

6996.  How  would  you  ensure  his  delivering  it  ? — I suppose  if  there  were  an  Act  passed 
to  establish  a market,  it  would  either  impose  a penalty  or  require  a deposit. 

6997.  Does  not  every  farmer  who  sends  his  corn  to  market  know  the  prices  of  the  day? — 
He  may  be  more  than  6d.  mistaken. 

6998.  But  if  there  were  a general  market  he  could  not-? — Of  course  he  would  know  in 
a general  market. 

6999.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country? — Decidedly;  and  sell  by  the  stone  and  hundred-weight. 

7000.  Would  you  abolish  all  deductions? — I would;  and  pay  every  man  for  what  he 
has,  and  regulate  the  price  by  it.  If  he  has  a ton,  let  him  be  paid  for  a ton. 

7001.  Does  not  the  present  system  keep  up  a fictitious  price? — Of  course  it  does.  I 
have,  myself,  seen  a farmer  deliver,  I think,  eleven  sacks  of  corn,  and  when  the  sacks  were 
weighed  and  tried,  it  was  found  that  fifteen  Stone  were  taken  to  the  barrel  instead  of 
fourteen. 

7002.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  regarding  the  weighing  in  the  private  stores? — 
No;  I never  knew  of  any  of  the  merchants  of  Drogheda  having  deceitful  weights  and 
measures;  but  I know  that  for  twenty  stone-weight  they  will  take  twenty  stone  ten 
pounds. 

7003.  Would  not  public  scales,  under  sworn  weighmasters,  be  a protection  both  to  the 
farmer  and  to  the  honest  trader  ? — Certainly,  it  would. 

7004.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  beginning  and  closing  at  a certain  hour  ? — I would. 

7005.  With  regard  to  fairs,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  an  enclosed  fair-green? — 
I would. 

7006.  Would  you  object  to  pay  a small  charge  on  entering,  to  cover  the  expense  of  the 
field  ? — Certainly  not ; it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  me.  I have  seen  many  riots 
caused  by  having  cattle  sold  in  the  streets. 

7007.  The  thoroughfare  is  completely  blocked  up  here? — Quite  so;  particularly  by  the 
horse-fair,  which  is  very  dangerous. 

7008.  Generally  speaking,  do  you  think  the  farmers  would  object  to  pay  a small  toll  for 
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good  accommodation  ? — They  have  a great  dislike  to  pay  any  thing ; but  I conceive  it  would 
be  for  their  advantage. 

7 009.  W ould  it  be  possible  to  get  a proper  enclosed  fair-green  in  a convenient  place 
here '?— I do  not  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty.  If  I had  a field  convenient  I would 
think  it  an  advantage  to  me. 

7010.  Would  you  be  satisfied  to  have  corn  sold  by  sample,  but  weighed  in  the  public 
scales  ? — I think  it  should  be  weighed  in  the  public  scales,  and  that  it  should  have  the 
seal  of  the  public  weight  upon  it ; but  I do  not  think  it  should  all  be  brought  into  one 
large  focus,  such  as  Drogheda. 

7011.  Then  you  would  have  different  places? — Yes  ; or  else,  in  a town  like  Drogheda, 
hanging  upon  the  side  of  a hill,  you  must  inconvenience  many  parties. 

7012.  Your  principle  objection  seems  to  be  the  locality  ?— Yes;  the  position  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Marlcey. — I beg  to  remark  that  there  is  no  regular  cattle-market  here ; 
or  hour  of  beginning.  It  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  a regular  market,  and,  if  possible, 
that  there  should  be  pens  established,  like  Smithfield,  in  a small  way,  and  the  cattle  could 
be  sold  or  removed  by  twelve  o’clock. 

7013.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  increasing  the  fairs  ? — I think  it  would  be  very  neces- 
sary to  have  a weekly  market  here  for  the  town  and  neighbourhood. 

7014.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  in  preference  to  the  present  system  ? 
I would  ; I do  not  approve  of  the  system  by  which  this  market  is  conducted  at  all.' 

7015.  Would  you  make  it  compulsory  to  weigh  in  a public  market  ? — No  ; I cannot  see 
any  necessity. 

7010.  Have  you  never  heard  any  complaints  of  private  weighing? — Never  in  that  way 
at  all. 

7017.  And  if  there  wore  a general  measure  for  regulating  markets,  would  you  have  this 
town  an  exception  ? — No,  certainly  not ; if  it  were  a general  rule  I would  certainly  have  it 
for  Drogheda  as  well  as  for  every  other  place. 

7018.  Do  you  think,  generally  speaking,  the  farmers  of  Meath  and  Louth  would  find  it 
a hardship  to  have  to  bring  their  corn  into  one  place  ? — I think  they  would. 

7019-  But  if  it  were  optional  no  one  would  use  a general  market.  The  market  in  Sligo 
has  failed  for  that  reason  ? — I believe  it  should  be  compulsory. 

7020.  Do  you  think  the  people  would  go  there  if  it  were  not  so  ? — I believe  very  few 
farmers  would  go  there,  and  so  I change  my  mind.  What  you  have  said  about  Sligo 
proves  it. 

7021.  Y es  ; there  is  a very  fine  market  there,  with  six  pair  of  scales,  and  not  one  person 
in  twenty  uses  it. 

Mr.  Peter  Carroll  examined. 

7022.  Where  do  you  live  ? — In  this  town. 

7023.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a farmer.  I have  to  .complain,  with  regard  to 
the  pig-market,  that  a poor  man  or  poor  woman  who  comes  in  with  a pig  in  the  morning 
will  find  a certain  lot  of  jobbers,  who  have  people  employed  not  worth  2c l.  to  buy  for 
them,  and  they  will  buy  the  pig  and  keep  it  in  the  yard  until  evening,  and  the  person  who 
sold  it  will  go  perhaps  and  buy  a couple  of  small  pigs  ou  the  faith  of  being  paid  for  it ; and 
theu  a fellow  comes  and  says  the  pig  is  measly,  and  if  he  does  not  submit  to  a cut  he  may 
take  his  pig  away,  which  will  be  found  to  be  sound  after  all,  and  lose  his  market.  Some- 
times these  jobbers  will  put  a mark  upon  the  pig,  without  the  owner’s  consent,  and  then 
no  other  jobber  will  buy  it, 

7024.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  parties  buying  pigs,  and,  if  they  do  not  sell  them  at  a 
profit,  throwing  them  up  ? — I have,  often. 

7025.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  an  inspector  to  decide  these  matters? — It  would  be 
very  well. 

_ 7026.  Do  you  know  of  any  persons  buying  at  the  fairs  in  the  morning,  and  throwing  the 
pigs  up  if  the  prices  happen  to  fall  ? — Yes ; we  have  a regular  staff  of  jobbers  who  do  so. 

Mr.  Anthony  Smith  examined. 

7 027.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — At  Ardee. 

7 028.  Are  you  chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners  of  Ardee  ? — I am.  I would  object 
to  markets  being  held  in  this  town  upon  Tuesdays,  because  that  is  our  market  day  at  Ardee, 
and  I do  not  think  it  right  to  have  it  interfered  with.  I would  also  say  that  it  would  be 
better,  in  all  probability,  if  you  were  to  let  the  fairs  here  alone.  At  Ardee  we  had  seven 
old  fairs,  which  were  always  well  attended — we  have  now  twelve  fairs,  and  they  are  not 
well  attended  at  all. 

P.  Verdon,  esq.,  examined. 

7 029.  Are  you  Mayor  of  Drogheda  ? — I am. 

7030.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  an  enclosed  fair-green,  and  removing  the  fairs 
out  of  the  streets? — I would;  parties  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fairs  might 
naturally  object,  from  motives  of  self-interest,  but  as  a public  or  general  measure  no  man 
of  common  sense  could  object  to  it. 
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George  Ogle  examined. 

7031.  Do  you  reside  in  Drogheda? — I do. 

7032.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  inspector  of  streets,  and  assistant  wcighmaster 
under  the  Corporation. 

7033.  What  are  your  duties  at  the  butter-market  ? — To  weigh  there. 

7034.  How  many  beams  and  scales  are  there? — There  is  one  for  pounds,  a shop  scale, 
principally  for  the  accommodation  of  the  market  jury  when  any  doubtful  butter  in  pounds 
or  half  pounds  comes  before  them,  and  a large  scale,  in  which  crocks  and  lumps  are 
weighed,  and  any  thing  from  seven  pounds  up. 

7035.  What  is  your  market-day  ? — Saturday. 

7036.  Is  any  butter  sold  in  the  market  except  on  that  day  ? — No,  except  a little  on  fair- 
days. 

7037.  Any  firkin  butter? — None;  the  firkin  butter  which  comes  here  at  present  is 
shipped  direct.  I may  say  it  is  all  fresh  butter  which  is  sold  in  this  market. 

7038.  What  do  you  charge?— One  half-penny  up  to  ten  pounds,  and  \d.  beyond  that, 
and  no  higher. 

7039.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ? — If  the  party  requires  it,  but  some  of  them  do  not. 

7040.  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — No. 

7041.  No  entry? — None. 

7042.  How,  then,  do  you  know  the  proper  amount  you  have  to  hand  over  to  the  head 
weigh  master  ? — 1 hand  him  over  whatever  is  in  the  till. 

7 043.  Do  you  always  account  to  him  for  the  receipts  ? — I do. 

7 044.  What  do  you  usually  receive  ? — The  last  day  I only  received  2s.  9§tZ.,  and  I have 
often  received  15s. 

7045.  All  you  do  is  to  hand  the  receipts  to  him  at  the  end  of  the  market? — Yes,  and  to 
get  a receipt  for  the  amount  I give  him. 

7046.  If  any  money  were  lost,  or  any  mistake  took  place  in  reckoning,  you  would  not 
know  what  was  right  ? — I would  not ; I keep  no  record. 

7047-  Have  you  an  assistant  ? — There  is  a man  who  receives  the  money. 

7048.  Suppose  he  were  to  keep  any  of  it? — He  could  not;  I remain  there  until  the 
market  is  over.  There  is  no  one  could  keep  any  of  it  but  myself,  if  I were  inclined  to  be 
dishonest. 

7049-  What  are  the  average  receipts  of  a day  ? — About  9s. 

7050.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  ? — Rather  down  weight. 

7051-  Do  you  make  the  scale  touch  the  ground? — Just  touch  ; a quarter  of  a pound 
would  turn  it. 

7052.  You  would  not  pass  it  if  it  were  standing  beam? — No,  unless  the  complements 
were  small. 

7053.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  ? — A quarter  of  a pound  for  any  thing  up  to 
fourteen  pounds ; half  a pound  beyond  that,  up  to  fifty  pounds ; and  over  fifty  pounds, 
one  pound. 

7054.  What  deductions  do  you  make? — At  the  rate  of  four  pounds  a hundred-weight, 
and  whatever  the  crocks  will  weigh. 

7055.  Suppose  a crock  of  butter  weighed  fifty-six  three  quarter  pounds,  and  it  merely 
turned  the  beam,  what  would  you  call  it  ? — Fifty-six  pounds. 

7056.  In  fact,  when  it  comes  to  fifty-six  pounds  he  may  lose  any  thing  short  of  one  pound, 
besides  the  beamage  ? — He  may. 

7057.  If  a crock  weighed  fifty-seven  pounds  standing  beam,  all  he  would  get  would  be 
fifty-four  pounds  ? — That  is  all. 

7058.  What  do  you  deduct  in  the  small  scales? — No  deduction  upon  any  thing  short  of 
seven  pounds. 

7059.  Do  you  require  the  small  scale  to  touch  the  ground  as  well  as  the  large  one? — 
Yes. 

7060.  Is  butter  ever  sold  here  by  the  lump  ? — A great  deal. 

7061.  But  is  it  ever  sold  by  the  lump  without  weighing? — Not  an  ounce. 

7062.  Do  you  tare  the  crocks? — I did  not  formerly ; but  the  people  go  to  the  crockery 
shops  and  buy  the  softest  crocks  and  the  widest  at  the  bottom,  and  get  them  weighed  by 
the  crane-master  and  then  stamped,  and  take  them  home  and  put  the  butter  and  pickle  in 
them,  and,  in  some  instances,  they  will  increase  in  weight  two  pounds  or  three  pounds. 

7063.  Docs  the  crock  go  with  the  butter  ? — Almost  always.  They  sometimes  pack  the 
butter  here  in  flour  casks,  just  wrapping  a cloth  about  it. 

7064.  How  is  the  crock  stamped  ? — It  is  branded  with  paint. 

7065.  Could  not  any  one  imitate  the  figures? — We  would  know  the  Corporation  mark. 

7066.  Are  there  many  frauds  here  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  finding  out  the  tare 
of  the  crock? — There  are  ; and  I think  the  crock  ought  always  to  be  weighed. 

7067.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  corn  ? — Mostly  standing  beam  to  the  pound,  and 
I deduct  nothing ; I leave  that  to  the  buyer  and  seller.  There  is  very  little  weighed  here 
except  in  seed  time. 

7068.  What  do  you  charge  for  weighing? — One  penny  a draught,  independent  of  the 
weighing.  I did  not  make  6<2.  in  that  way  for  the  last  month. 

7069.  What  are  your  receipts  in  the  year  ? — I think  about  £25. 

7070.  Are  you  employed  at  the  fairs  ? — Yes ; at  the  four  old  fairs. 
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7071.  Are  you  employed  at  the  new  fairs?— Yes;  but  there  is  nothing  done  there  • I 
never  made  a shilling  there. 

7072.  Do  you  get  a yearly  salary? — I do. 

7073.  What  else  is  sold  at  your  market?— Fowl  and  eggs  ; but  they  pay  nothing  for 
being  sold  there.  I weigh  wool  also. 

7074.  How  do  you  weigh  it  ? — I weigh  gross,  and  require  a cast  of  the  beam,  iust  the 
same  as  corn,  to  the  pound. 

7075.  What  do  you  deduct?— I have  nothing  to  do  with  that. 

7070.  Do  you  give  a ticket? — I do. 

7077.  Do  you  keep  a copy  of  it? — No. 

7078.  Wlmt  do  you  charge  ?— Sixpence  for  a large  pack  ; 4 d.  for  a small  one  ; and  2 d. 
tor  a stone  of  sixteen  pounds. 

7079.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter  ? — No  ; there  is  a pierce  there,  and  every  one  goes 
and  pierces,  and  inspects  himself. 

James  Cruise  examined. 

7080.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  weighmaster ; appointed  by  the  Corporation. 

7081.  Do  you  receive  a regular  salary? — Yes. 

7082.  And  account  to  the  Corporation  for  the  receipts  ? — Yes. 

7083.  When  were  you  appointed? — I believe  about  eight  or  nine  years  ago. 

7084.  Did  you  take  the  oath  of  office  ? — No  ; I never  was  asked. 

7085.  How  many  scales  have  you  ? — I have  an  ounsel,  and  a large  beam,  and  a small  one, 
generally  used  for  weighing  oatenmeal. 

7086.  Are  they  all  in  the  Corporation  weigh-liouse  ? — They  are. 

7087.  Have  you  any  assistants  ? — One  man. 

70SS.  Is  he  paid  by  you  ? — No  ; by  the  Corporation. 

7089.  What  do  you  weigh  in  the  ounsel  ? — Hay  and  straw,  turnips,  mangolds,  and  green 
crops  generally. 

7090.  What  do  you  weigh  in  the  beams  and  scales? — Corn,  when  it  comes  in;  which 
is  generally  when  there  is  a dispute  between  the  merchant  and  the  seller, ; flour  and  oaten- 
meal.  sugar  and  teas,  butter,  hides,  scrap  iron,  rags,  and  in  fact  every  thing. 

7091  Have  you  a list  of  your  charges? — I have  ; here  it  is. 

Scale  of  Prices  for  weighing  at  the  Town  Cranes. 
s.  d. 

For  every  draught  under  1 cwt.,to  include 

thetaring  of  drays,  carts,  cars,  4zc.,  with 

a crane  note  of  the  weights,  . . 0 0i 

Do.,  exceeding  1 cwt.,  do.,  do.,  0 1 

Do.,  do.,  3 do.,  do.,  do.,  0 2 

Do.,  do.,  10  do.,  do.,  do.,  0 3 

Do.,  do.,  20  do.,  do.,  do.,  0 4 

By  Order  of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation. 

Drogheda,  16/A  September,  1846. 

7092.  Do  you  always  tare  the  cart  at  the  ounsel  ?— Always  ; and  make  up  the  weight, 
and  issue  a crane  note. 

7093.  Do  you  never  issue  the  crane  note  until  the  cart  is  tared  ? — Never ; unless  they 
agree  among  themselves,  and  come  bade  and  say  the  cart  is  so  much. 

7094.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  in  that  way?— There  might  be;  but  I am  very 
particular. 

7095.  If  you  do  not  taro  the  cart  how  do  you  know  what  to  charge? — The  parties 
generally  come  to  an  understanding  about  it. 

7096.  What  can  you  weigh  in  the  scales  ? — Any  thing  up  to  twenty-five  hundred-weight. 

7097.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  porterage? — No. 

7098.  How  do  you  weigh?— Just  a turn  of  the  beam. 

7099.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound? — Yes,  certainly;  and,  where  there  is  any  dispute 
between  the  parties,  to  the  half-pound. 

7100.  Do  you  always  weigh  gross? — Yes. 

7101.  Suppose  you  had  twenty  stone  ten  pounds,  what  would  you  call  it? — Twenty 
stone  ten  pounds,  and  let  the  parties  regulate  the  tare  themselves. 

7102.  How  do  you  weigh  wool? — Avoirdupois  weight,  and  if  they  bring  it  back  to  me, 
I deduct  the  forty-second  part  for  tret. 

7103.  What  does  your  ticket  state? — The  gross  weight  and  the  parties’  names,  and 
the  Mayor’s  name  underneath. 

7104.  Do  you  enter  the  same  in  the  block? — Yes. 

7105.  If  a man  lost  his  ticket,  you  could  give  him  a copy  of  it? — Certainly. 

7106.  Have  you  always  kept  a block? — Yes;  always  just  the  same. 

7107.  How  often  do  you  settle  with  the  Corporation? — Once  a quarter. 

7108.  What  were  your  receipts  for  the  last  quarter? — Twenty-five  pounds,  one  shillin'*-, 
and  eleven  penco  halfpenny. 

7109.  What  is  your  salary? — Forty-two  pounds  a-year. 
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7110.  What  persons  have  you  under  you? — My  own  assistant,  who  gets  8s.  a-week,  and 
a man,  who  gets  4s.,  in  the  potato  market ; a man  who  gets  Is.  for  assisting  in  the  market 
once  a-week,  and  Is.  at  each  of  the  four  fairs. 

7111.  Do  you  pay  the  man  who  was  last  examined? — No. 

7112.  What  other  expenses  are  there? — The  expense  of  repairs  and  stationery. 

7113.  Is  the  house  the  property  of  the  Corporation  ? — It  is. 

7114.  How  often  do  you  get  your  weights  adjusted? — Sometimes  every  three  years; 
but  there  is  a great  deal  of  care  taken  of  them. 

7 1 15.  What  would  bring  the  scale  down  with  a heavy  draught  ? — One  and  a-half,  or  two 
pounds. 

Owen  Meehan  examined. 

7116.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Drogheda. 

7117.  What  is  your  occupation? — Deputy  weighmaster  at  the  potato  market. 

7118.  Is  there  any  charge  made  there  for  weighing? — None  whatever. 

7119.  How  many  scales  are  there? — One  scale ; there  is  another  belonging  to  a woman 
who  retails  potatoes  by  the  stone. 

7120.  Has  she  any  authority  from  the  Corporation? — I do  not  know. 

7121.  Do  you  weigh  small  quantities? — Yes;  from  two  stone  up  to  fifty  stone. 

7122.  Is  the  market  enclosed? — It  is  not. 

7123.  Are  you  employed  every  day? — I am. 

7124.  Do  you  give  a ticket? — I mark  the  weight  upon  the  sack. 

7125.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing? — Down  weight;  the  scale  must  go  near  the 
ground  ; but  it  need  not  touch  it. 

7126.  What  is  your  smallest  weight? — Half  a-stone. 

7127.  If  it  were  half  a-stone  standing  beam,  would  you  throw  it  out? — I would. 

7128.  Then  a person  may  lose  any  thing  short  of  seven  pounds? — He  may. 

7129.  What  deductions  do  you  make? — One  and  a-half  stone  on  the  barrel  for  the  bag 
and  dirt. 

7130.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  abolish  all  deductions,  and  pay  according  to  quality? — 
That  is  what  should  be  done ; but  the  people  do  not  bring  in  the  potatoes  fair  at  present. 

7131.  But  if  they  bring  them  in  properly  clean,  do  you  not  make  the  same  deduction? 
— If  I knew  they  were  fair  I would  not  stop  so  much. 

7132.  How  much  would  you  stop? — One  stone. 

7133.  Would  it  not  be  a much  better  plan  to  abolish  all  deductions,  weigh  to  the  pound, 
standing  beam,  and  let  the  buyer  regulate  his  price  accordingly  ? — Decidedly,  it  would. 

7134.  Have  you  many  forestallers  here  ? — A great  number. 

7135.  Do  these  parties  raise  the  price  much? — They  do. 

7136.  What  is  the  difference? — I have  seen  them  charge  9cZ.  a-stone  for  what  they 
buy  for  Id. 

7137.  Do  they  generally  weigh  fairly? — Well,  I think  they  do. 

7138.  Do  parties  ever  try  the  weight  with  you  after  these  people? — Very  often. 

7139.  Do  you  find  them  correct  ?— Generally,  very  fair. 

7140.  How  many  of  them  are  there? — I suppose  about  twenty  in  the  market. 

7141.  How  many  were  there  before  the  failure  of  the  potatoes  ? — Only  four  or  five. 

7142.  Have  these  people  got  scales? — They  have. 

7143.  Has  the  Corporation  ever  attempted  to  get  rid  of  those  people? — The  mayors, 
generally,  had  a great  deal  of  trouble  with  them.  The  present  Mayor  had  not  so  much 
trouble  with  them;  because  he  went  up  and  cautioned  them,  and  laid  down  rules. 

7144.  Could  you  give  any  idea  of  the  quantity  of  potatoes  sold  in  the  market  during  the 
year  ? — I could  not.  They  sell  potatoes  at  present  along  the  road  from  the  railway,  instead 
of  in  the  market.  I recollect  a man,  one  day,  bought  potatoes  at  1 Os.  a barrel  in  the  road, 
and  sold  them  in  the  potato  market'  for  12s. ; he  sent  his  son  in  the  evening  to  the  man 
who  sold  them,  telling  him  to  send  out  another  load  next  day,  and  he  would  give  him  a 
higher  price:  the  man  came  out  next  morning  himself  with  the  load,  and  got  11s.  for  them. 

7145.  Are  there  porters  in  the  market? — There  are. 

7146.  Who  pays  them? — The  farmers. 

7147.  What  do  they  do? — Carry  the  sacks. 

7148.  Could  not  the  farmer  carry  his  own  sacks? — Very  seldom  he  has  men;  but  if  he 
has,  he  can  carry  them  himself. 

7149.  If  the  farmers  did  not  employ  these  porters,  would  they  get  to  your  scales  quite 
as  quickly? — I do  not  think  they  would ; for  no  farmer’s  men  can  carry  as  well  as  these  men. 

7150.  What  do  they  earn? — Some  days  2d.  or  3d. ; some  days  Is.  or  Is.  6 d. 

7151.  Do  these  porters  force  themselves  upon  the  farmers? — They  do  as  much  as  they 
can  to  get  the  farmers  to  employ  them. 

7152.  Do  they  porter  for  every  one? — No;  nor  for  half  of  them. 

7153.  What  are  they  paid? — One  penny  per  sack. 

7154.  Is  there  any  thing  to  prevent  the  chalk  marks  which  you  put  on  the  sacksjfrom 
being  altered  ? — I never  knew  it  to  be  done. 

Peter  Hoey  examined. 

7155.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  employed  and  paid  by  the  Corporation  to  attend 
at  the  fish  market. 

7156.  What  is  your  salary? — Twenty  pounds,  a-year- 
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7157.  Is  the  fish  market  enclosed? It  is. 

7158.  What  are  your  duties? — To  see  that  the  fish  is  fresh,  and  keep  the  market 

regular.  1 

7159.  Is  it  open  every  day? — It  is. 

7160.  Is  there  any  charge  made  there  ? — None  whatever. 

7161.  Is  any  one  allowed  to  sell  there  ?— Certainly. 

7162.  Is  any  other  person  employed  there  ? — There  is  a woman,  named  Margaret  M'Gee, 

employed  there  by  the  Corporation  to  keep  the  place  clean,  and  she  receives  two  pounds 
twelve  shillings  a-year.  1 

7163.  Is  the  market  sufficiently  large  ? — It  is. 

7164.  Is  it  well  supplied  ? — It  is  a very  fair  market ; there  are  about  forty  stores  there 
for  selling  fish. 

7165.  Would  you  seize  fish  if  it  were  bad  ?— No  ; I would  make  a complaint,  and  have 
the  person  brought  before  the  market  jury. 

7166.  Is  the  market  the  property  of  the  Corporation  ? — It  is. 

7167.  Are  there  scales  there  for  weighing  ? — There  are  not. 


Mr.  William  Campbell  examined. 

7168.  Do  you  reside  in  Drogheda? — I do. 

7169.  Do  you  hold  any  situation  under  the  Corporation  ?— Yes  ; I am  Treasurer 

7170.  What  markets  have  the  Corporation  ?— The  corn  market,  the  fish  market  and  the 

general  market,  enclosed;  they  pay  a ground-rent  of  £21  10*.  9 d.  for  the  corn ’market 
and  ±.60  lor  the  fish  market,  the  weigh-house,  and  the  formation  of  the  new  quay  where 
they  are.  u J ’ ■ 

7171.  What  proportion  is  paid  for  the  fish  market  and  weigh-house  ? — I cannot  sav  • the 

Corporation  pay  £69  4.?.  Id.  for  the  Linen  Hall.  5 

7 1 72  Is  the  Linen  Hall  free  ?— Formerly  there  was  a charge  for  measurement,  but  I do 
not  think  there  is  any  charge  now. 

7173.1s  there  any  person  in  charge  of  it  ?— There  is  a caretaker,  who  is  paid,  I think 
by  the  Committee  of  Weavers.  ’ 

7 1 74.  Is  the  house  the  property  of  the  Corporation  ? — It  is. 

7175.  Have  they  a lease  for  ever  of  it?— They  have.  I believe  it  was  built  by  public 
subscription,  by  the  Committee  of  Weavers. 

7176.  What  income  have  the  Corporation  ?— They  have  about  £3,000  a-year  landed 

property.  J 

Mr.  Michael  Taggart  examined. 


7177.  Do  you  reside  in  Drogheda; — I do. 

7178.  What  is  your  occupation?—!  am  a partner  of  Mr.  Murphy,  in  the  egg  trade. 

7179.  Is  there  a large  market  here?— No  market  except  for  retail. 

7180.  Where  do  you  buy  eggs? — The  cars  generally  bring  them  to  my  stores. 

7181.  How  many  egg-buyers  are  there? — Five. 

7182.  Are  ye  the  principal  buyers? — We  are. 

7183.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  for  eggs? — I would  be  in  favour  of  a 
general  market,  the  same  as  the  Dublin  market.  There  is  room  in  the  north  of  the  corn 
market  for  a shed  to  be  built  there,  and  it  would  pay  in  a short  time. 

7184.  How  many  carts  come  in  ? — I should  say  about  sixty  in  the  week,  one  day  with 
another ; there  is  a season  when  ten  loads  a-week  do  not  come  in,  and  in  the  spring 
there  may  be  six  hundred. 

7 1 85.  What  is  the  average  value  of  a cart-load  ? — About  twenty  pounds. 

7186.  That  would  make  £65,000  all  the  year  round? — Well,  I suppose  that  much  is 
sold. 

7187-  How  would  you  get  the  Corporation,  under  the  present  system,  to  lay  out  money 
for  a market,  when,  perhaps,  the  buyers  and  sellers  might  not  rise  it  ? — Let  the  buyers 
build  it  themselves,  and  have  the  receipts  for  five  or  six  years. 

7188.  In  the  event  of  a general  Act.  would  you  bo  in  favour  of  obliging  eggs  to  go  into 
the  market  the  same  as  corn  ? — I would ; and  I think  all  the  egg-buyers  would  be  in  favour 
of  it.  There  could  be  no  underhand  dealing  then,  when  the  prices  would  be  declared  in 
the  morning. 

7189.  What  are  the  inconveniences  of  the  present  system? — If  we  do  not  want  eggs, 
and  a customer  comes  in,  you  must  take  them  then  ; or  when  you  do  want  them  he  will 
not  sell  them  to  you.  If  we  had  a market  we  would  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  buy  through 
a factor. 

7190.  Could  you  not  do  without  a factor? — Not  so  well;  if  we  did,  each  man  would 
have  his  own  customers.  Let  the  men  put  their  eggs  up  to  auction,  the  same  as  corn. 
The  system  is  so  long  established  we  could  not  well  get  rid  of  it  otherwise. 

7191.  Would  it  bring  in  more  sales  if  you  had  a regular  market? — Yes;  for  several 
persons  at  present  go  to  Dublin  in  preference  to  Drogheda. 

7192.  Would  it  not  bring  more  buyers,  for  it  appears  that  a person  cannot  establish  here 
now,  as  you  have  all  your  regular  customers? — He  cannot,  unless  he  advances  the  price. 

7193.  Would  you  oblige  parties  bringing  in  small  quantities  to  come  to  the  market? — 
I would  regulate  a certain  quantity — any  thing  over  £2  worth  or  £3  worth. 

7194.  Do  any  of  the  retailers  bring  eggs  to  you  to  sell? — They  do. 
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7195.  Then  would  not  a general  market  be  a great  advantage  for  all  parties? — It 
would. 

7196.  To  women  with  baskets  of  eggs? — Certainly. 

7197.  Is  there  a fowl  market  here  ? — There  is. 

7198.  Do  you  export  fowl? — We  do. 

7199.  Where  do  you  bay  them? — In  the  market. 

7200.  Are  they  ever  sold  about  the  streets? — They  are. 

7201.  Is  there  a large  fowl  market? — There  is  not.  I should  say,  on  an  average,  not 
more  than  £30  worth  in  the  week. 

7202.  Are  they  sold  every  day  in  the  week?— No  ; only  on  Saturdays. 

7203.  Do  you  think,  if  there  were  a general  market,  the  people  would  complain  if  they 
were  obliged  to  go  there  ? — I am  sure  they  would  not.  It  would  very  much  extend  the 
trade  of  Drogheda  if  it  were  established. 

Bernard  Reilly  examined. 

7204.  Do  you  live  in  Drogheda? — I do. 

7205.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A manufacturer  of  linens. 

7206.  Do  you  recollect  the  establishment  of  the  Linen  Hall? — I cannot  say  in  what 
year  it  was  established. 

7207.  By  whom  was  it  erected? — By  subscription  by  the  manufacturers.  It  was 
a free  grant  given  by  the  Corporation  to  the  trade,  and  then  the  trade  subscribed  for  the 
building. 

7208.  Are  you  one  of  the  Committee?— I am. 

7209.  Was  there  formerly  a large  trade  in  the  town? — Yes;  all  the  parties  who  made 
linen  brought  it  there. 

7210.  Was  there  a charge  made? — There  was,  at  the  time  of  getting  up  the  building, 
lcZ.  on  every  piece ; but  square  after  square  was  built  according  as  the  funds  afforded,  and 
when  it  cleared  itself,  the  charge  was  stopped,  and  it  is  now  free. 

7211.  Why  is  it  not  used  to  the  same  extent  now  as  formerly? — The  trade  now  has 
taken  a different  turn ; the  large  manufacturers  have  places  within  their  own  factories,  and 
no  one  goes  to  the  market  but  those  whose  means  are  too  small  to  erect  stores,  or  carry 
on  a trade  which  would  bring  buyers  to  their  place. 

7212.  Is  Saturday  the  market-day  ? — It  is. 

7213.  If  a person  has  a quantity  of  linen,  can  he  take  it  direct  to  the  buyer  ? — No  ; the 
buyers  will  get  their  own  goods  in.  At  present  the  largo  manufacturers  sell  the  linen 
directly  themselves,  and  correspond  with  the  merchants;  whereas,  formerly,  all  the  small 
quantities  were  sold  to  the  merchants,  not  the  manufacturers ; but  the  trade  now  has  taken 
a different  course  altogether. 

7214.  What  value  is  sold  in  the  market  generally  ? — Some  days  none  at  all,  and  perhaps 
other  days  the  value  of  £200. 

7215.  Is  that  the  largest  amount? — There  might  be  £300,  or  not  more  than  £50,  or, 
perhaps,  none  at  all.  Some  have  been  out  of  the  trade,  and  have  to  turn  to  work  for 
other  manufacturers. 

7216.  When  you  make  linen  do  you  take  it  to  the  Linen  Hall? — Generally. 

7217.  To  whom  do  you  sell  it  ? — To  the  buyers.  There  was  formerly  more  sold  in  one 
day  than  now  in.  six  months ; and  there  is  nearly  as  much  linen  exported  now  as  then,  and 
nearly  as  many  employed,  but  it  is  a different  system. 

7218.  What  used  to  be  sold  upon  a good  day  formerly? — I dare  say  there  would  be 
more  than  £3,000  worth.  Formerly  the  yarn  was  sold  at  the  fairs,  and  bought  by  the 
small  manufacturers ; now  the  large  manufacturers  can  order  any  quantity  from  the  mill, 
and  get  it  bleached  ready  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the  workmen. 

7219-  How  much  do  you  make  in  the  year? — I genex-ally  keep  from  thirty  to  forty 
looms  on. 

7220.  Can  you  compete  Tvith  the  large  manufacturer?—!  can. 

7221.  Where  do  you  buy  your  yarn? — Here,  and  in  the  north,  and  in  Scotland. 

7222.  Are  there  many  yarn  manufacturers  here? — There  are  three. 

7223.  Where  do  they  get  the  flax? — From  the  north  of  Ireland. 

7224.  What  will  one  loom  make? — A piece  of  about  one  hundred  yards  a fortnight. 

7225-  How  is  the  person  paid  who  takes  care  of  the  Linen  Hall? — He  is  not  paid,  but 

he  has  a house  free. 

7226.  How  do  you  keep  the  hall  in  repair? — There  is  one  square  of  it  let  to  Mr  Scott, 
of  Dublin,  and  the  rent  he  pays,  £10  a year,  keeps  it  in  repair. 

Mr.  William  Cairns  examined. 

7227.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Near  Drogheda. 

7228.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a maltster. 

7229.  Do  you  buy  entirely  in  this  market? — Not  entirely. 

7230.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  given  here  yesterday  and  to-day  ? — I did. 

7231.  Do  you  generally  agree  with  the  suggestions  made  ? — I do. 

7232.  Would  you  bo  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — I think  it  would  interfere  very 
much  with  existing  trade.  Suppose  a man  has  sold  me  thirty  or  forty  barrels  of  barley,  and 
that  they  are  bought  at  the  market  and  weighed,  and  that  when  he  comes  to  be  paid  for 
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it  lie  says,  “ I have  100  barrels  more,  will  you  take  them,  to  be  delivered  to-morrow  or 
next  week,”  now  I think  it  would  bo  a great  hardship,  and  would  interfere  very  much 
with  the  farmer  if  he  wore  obliged  to  bring  that,  which  he  had  weighed  himself,  to  be 
weighed  at  the  general  market. 

7233.  But,  if  you  do  not  make  it  compulsory,  the  market  will  remain  just  as  it  is  at 
present  ? — I think  the  farmers  would  suffer  very  much  if  it  were  made  compulsory.  Sup- 
pose a man,  living  eight  or  ten  miles  from  this,  comes  to  the  buyer  at  twelve  o’clock,  with 
1 00  barrels,  they  will  be  taken  into  the  store  in  an  hour ; but  if  they  have  to  be  taken  to 
the  market  and  weighed  there,  and  then  put  on  the  carts  and  brought  back  again,  the  whole 
day  will  bo  spent. 

7234.  But  if  you  have  ten  or  twelve  pairs  of  scales,  with  a weighmaster,  and  a complete 
staff  for  each  ? — It  strikes  me  that  it  should,  in  any  case,  be  a complete  interference  with 
the  existing  trade,  and  that  it  would  be  unsatisfactory  to  the  farmer  and  to  the  merchant. 
The  farmers  1 deal  with  weigh  all  their  corn,  and  it  is  checked  at  my  store  ; now,  if  it  has 
to  bo  brought  into  the  market,  and  taken  off,  sack  by  sack,  it  will  require  a great  many  men 
and  scales  to  do  it. 

723').  What  check'  is  there  at  present  in  the  private  stores  upon  any  person  who  chooses 
to  weigh  dishonestly  ? — My  observations  entirely  refer  to  corn  weighed  by  the  farmer.  I 
think  every  sack  belonging  to  the  farmer,  who  has  not  weights  at  home,  should  go  to  the 
public  market. 

7236.  Then  would  you  make  a law  to  arrange  it — how  would  you  decide  what  was  to 
be  weighed  and  what  was  not  ? — It  should  be  obligatory  on  the  farmers  to  put  a certain 
weight  in  each  sack. 

7237.  In  this  neighbourhood  you  are  differently  circumstanced  from  the  rest  of  Ireland — 
you  have  a more  intelligent  class  of  farmers,  who  can  detect  fraud  ; but  how  are  farmers 
in  other  places  to  be  protected  if  the  buyers  are  dishonest  ? — I agree  that  it  should  not  be 
left  to  any  trade  to  weigli  the  sack,  if  the  weight  lias  not  been  ascertained  before ; but  I 
think  it  would  be  a complete  interference  with  the  freedom  of  trade  if  the  farmer  were 
compelled,  after  weighing  his  corn  at  home,  to  weigh  it  in  a public  market.  It  would  not 
only  be  incurring  expense,  but  putting  the  farmer  to  useless  expense. 

7233.  What  would  be  the  inconvenience  to  the  farmer  to  go  to  the  public  market, 
putting  delay  out  of  the  question,  for  in  markets  where  there  is  six  times  more  corn  to  be 
weighed,  it  is  weighed  without  delay  ? — It  requires  more  labour,  and  the  labour  must  be 
paid  for. 

7239.  The  buyer  would  not  pay  for  it  ? — It  would  put  more  expense  upon  the  trade. 

7240.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  cases  where  certain  buyers  could  give  (id.  a barrel  more  than 

others,  and,  by  making  it  up  in  weighing,  drive  respectable  traders  out  of  the  market"? 

That  system  might  stand  for  a while,  but  where  there  were  respectable  buyers  they  would 
still  get  the  preference. 

7241.  I do  not  think  that  is  the  case  by  any  means. — I speak  only  of  this  town. 

7242.  In  buying  by  sample,  have  the  merchants  any  security  that  they  will  receive  the 
quantity  they  buy "? — We  have,  in  this  market,  because  the  persons  we  deal  with  are 
generally  well  known  to  us. 

7243.  You  are  an  isolated  case  here  ? — I do  not  think  we  are. 

7244.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — 1 think  a change  might  produce  inconvenience. 

7245.  Is  your  only  objection  to  the  public  market  that  the  farmers,  who  have  scales  at 
home,  would  be  obliged  to  come  in  there  ? — Yes  ; I think  it  would  be  a restriction  upon 
trade,  for  I think  anything  a restriction  which  incurs  expense. 

7246.  But  it  is  to  the  farmer,  not  the  merchant  ? — Yes ; but  it  interferes  with  the  price, 
and  puts  so  much  more  upon  it. 

7247.  Farmers  lose  more  at  present  by  your  system  of  deductions  and  beamage. — Now 
there  is  another  matter.  Suppose  I buy  from  the  merchants’  stores,  must  that  corn  be 
weighed  ? 

7248.  Not  if  it  has  already  gone  into  the  market.  The  question  refers  to  corn  coming 
into  town. — I cannot  see  any  difference  between  the  cases. 

7249.  Then,  in  order  to  save  a few  farmers  of  Drogheda  from  a slight  expense,  which 
they  themselves  are  perfectly  willing  to  incur,  you  would  oppose  a general  Act  for  the 
whole  country? — I do  not  say  that  I would  wish  to  have  this  town  made  an  exception,  if 
there  were  to  be-a  general  Act  for  the  whole  country. 

7250.  Is  there  any  means  of  obtaining  the  statistics  of  the  country  except  through  the 
medium  of  a public  market  ? — Probably  there  is  not. 

7251.  Do  not  the  “whackers”  here  ever  take  away  the  corn  from  you? — The  sooner  they 
are  got  rid  of  the  better. 

7252.  But  you  cannot  get  rid  of  them  unless  you  have  a general  market? — I would  be  in 
favour  of  a general  market  as  a public  check  upon  weighing. 

7253.  But  if  you  leave  it  optional  you  must  make  a much  higher  charge,  or  how  is  it  to 
be  supported  ? — If  all  were  to  pay,  a very  small  charge  would  do  it. 

7254.  I should  like  to  know  what  100  barrels  would  cost? — Probably  lOOd. 

7255.  That  is  a great  deal. — I am  sure  that  farmers  would  be  willing  to  pay  more  than 
that;  they  pay  Id.  at  most  stores  for  porterage  alone. 
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FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


DROGHEDA.  [The  following  Return  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditure  on  account  of  the  Markets  was 

Hist  December,  1852.  handed  in  by  the  Treasurer ] : — 


INCOME. 

One  3'ear’s  receipts,  ending  August, 

1850, 

One  year’s  receipts,  ending  August, 

1851,  . . 

One  year’s  receipts,  ending  August, 
’ 1852,  .... 

To  balance  paid  by  Corporation  out 
of  their  income,  being  required  to 
meet  expenditure  attending  Mar- 
. kets,  . . . . • 


MARKETS  OP  DROGHEDA. 


£ 

105 

90 

S4 

522 


EXPENDITURE. 

s.  d. 

I One  year’s  expenses,  including  rent 

7 3^  and  salaries, ending  August,  1850: 

I Rents,  . £150  15  4 

8 7U  Salaries,  . 122  2 7 


7 


li|  One  year’s  expenses,  including  rent 
and  salaries,  ending  August,  1851: 
Rents,  .£150  15  4 

Salaries,  . 114  19  5 


One  year’s  expenses,  including  rent 
and  salaries,  ending  August,  1S52 : 
Rents,  . £150  15  4 

Salaries,  . 113  2 1^ 


£ s.  d. 


272  17  11 


265  14  9 


263  17  54 


£802  10 


Hi 


£802  10  1J 


NEWRY, 

3rd  January,  1853. 

557. 

John  Boyd,  esq. 


Newry,  January  3,  1853. 

John  Boyd,  esq.,  examined. 

7256-  Are  you  seneschal  of  this  town  ? — I am. 

7257-  By  whom  were  you  appointed  ? — By  the  trustees  of  the  Kilmurry  estate. 

7258.  Who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  markets  here? — They  are  the  proprietors. 

7259.  Are  the  Kilmurry  family  the  patentees  ? — They  are. 

7260.  And  the  estate  is  vested  in  trustees? — Tes. 

7261.  Who  are  they? — The  Honourable  J.  H.  Knox,  Mr.  Oust,  and  Mr.  Higgins. 

7262.  When  was  the  patent  granted  ? — I cannot  say. 

7263.  When  was  the  market  established? — I do  not  know  the  date. 

7264.  What  are  the  market  days  ? — Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Saturdays. 

7265.  What  are  the  fair-days  ? — There  is  a fair  upon  the  first  Monday  of  every  month. 

7266.  When  were  those  fairs  established? — About  fifteen  years  ago.  There  were  two 
old  fairs  upon  the  29th  October,  and  the  third  Monday  after  Easter  Monday. 

7267-  Under  what  authority  were  the  monthly  fairs  established  ? — By  general  consent. 

7268.  Are  tolls  paid  at  the  markets  at  present? — There  are  not. 

7269.  Were  there  formerly  ? — There  were;  but  they  were  abandoned,  I think,  about  ten 
years  ago,  or  perhaps  more,  because  the  people  could  not  collect  them  in  consequence  of 
opposition. 

7270.  Were  there  any  legal  proceedings  ? — I think  not. 

. 7271.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  here? — There  is,  for  butter;  and  there  was  an 
enclosed  grain-market,  but  it  is  not  at  present  used.  There  is  a flax-market  also,  held  in 
the  butter-market. 

7272.  Do  sales  of  agricultural  produce  take  place  in  the  public  streets? — They  do. 

7273.  Is  there  a market-place  for  potatoes? — There  is,  but  it  is  not  enclosed;  it  is  in 
the  street.  There  is  a house  there  where  the  potatoes  are  weighed. 

7274.  Is  there  a pork-market? — It  is  held  in  the  street. 

7275.  Are  poultry,  eggs,  fish,  and  articles  of  that  kind  sold  in  the  streets? — There  is  a 
kind  of  market  for  them  held  in  the  street,  but  they  are  hawked  about  the  town. 

7276.  Is  there  a weighmaster  here  ? — Yes  ; one  for  the  pork-market,  one  for  the  potato- 
market,  and  one  for  the  butter-market. 

7277.  Appointed  by  the  trustees? — Two  of  them  are — the  butter  and  the  potato  weigh- 
masters.  1 believe  it  was  I appointed  the  pork  weighmaster.  He  put  up  beams  and  scales, 
and  he  weighs  and  is  paid  so  much. 

7278.  Under  what  authority  did  you  appoint  him  ? — Merely  as  being  seneschal. 

7279.  Did  you  appoint  him  with  the  approbation  of  the  proprietors  ? — Yes,  of  the  agent, 
at  least. 

7280.  Is  there  a sufficient  number  of  beams  and  scales  here  ? — I should  say  not. 

7281.  How  many  are  there? — One  at  the  butter-market,  one  at  the  potato-market,  and 
6iie  at  the  pork-market. 

7282.  Is  there  a public  ounsel  ? — No  ; there  are  some  private  ones. 

7283.  Where  is  the  corn  generally  weighed? — At  the  merchants’  stores. 

7284.  Are  any  of  the  weighmasters  sworn  ? — None,  but  the  butter  weighmaster ; I under- 
stand he  is  sworn. 

7285.  Is  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  at  the  market  scales? — No,  it  is  weighed  about 
the  town . 

7286.  Where  is  corn  bought  ? — Upon  the  different  roads  as  it  comes  into  town.  There 
is  a kind  of  gathering  just  opposite  this  place  here  upon  the  high  road,  and  it  is  called  a 
grain  market,  but  the  grain  is  purchased  as  it  comes  in. 

7287-  By  whom  ? — By  persons  whom  the  merchants  send  out  as  their  buyers. 

7288.  Are  they  employed  by  the  merchants? — They  are. 
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7289.  Not  like  the  sky-farmers  in  other  places  ? — Not  at  all.  NEWRY, 

7290.  Is  the  corn  then  taken  direct  to  the  stores? — It  is,  and  weighed  there.  3rd  January,  1853. 

7291.  The  market  does  not  begin  at  any  regular  hour  ? — Of  course  riot.  - — 

7292.  Do  the  three  weighmasters  keep  books  ? — They  do. 

7293.  Is  corn  sold  by  the  barrel? — No;  by  the  hundred-weight,  of  one  hundred  and  • ohn Bo7d>  e89- 
twelve  pounds. 

7294.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  regarding  the  system  of  weighing  at  the  private 
stores  ? — The  farmers  have  frequently  complained  of  unjust  weight. 

7295.  Have  you  heard  many  instances  of  the  sort? — Not  many. 

7296.  Did  any  come  before  the  magistrates? — They  did. 

7297.  How  were  they  decided? — Some  were  convicted  and  some  escaped. 

7298.  Do  you  consider  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  objectionable? — Very  much  so. 

7299.  Docs  it  not  offer  facilities  for  fraud  if  a person  chooses  to  be  dishonest? — It  does. 

7300.  No  check  in  fact  ? — No  check. 

7301.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  where  all  agricultural  produce  should 
be  sold  and  weighed? — Yes;  if  proper  accommodation  could  be  given. 

7302.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  the  fairest  system  both  for  the  farmer  and  the  honest, 
trader? — Decidedly,  it  would. 

7303.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures,  and  an  uniform 
system  of  dealing  all  over  the  country  ?— I would ; and  sell  everywhere  by  the  hundred-weight. 

7304.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions  under  the  name  of  beamage, 
or  any  thing  else,  and  pay  the  farmer  for  what  he  has  ? — My  idea  would  be  to  weigh  standing 
beam,  and  allow,  say  for  the  sack  of  oats,  two  pounds. 

7305.  Would  it  not  come  to  the  same  thing  to  weigh  standing  beam,  and  abolish  all 
these  deductions  ? — Well,  it  would ; I do  not  see  how  it  could  be  considered  objectionable. 

7306.  Would  it  not  bo  desirable  to  obtain  the  statistics  of  the  country,  which  you  could 
do  in  a proper  market,  and  which,  at  present,  are  only  obtained  by  guess-work  ? — I think 
it  would  ; but  it  would  be  very  easy  to  obtain  these  statistics  in  a market  of  this  kind,  for 
the  merchants  would  all,  I am  sure,  make  returns  of  what  they  have  purchased. 

7307.  But  you  could  not  find  out  the  quantity  purchased  for  consumption  at  home  by  the 
the  present  system? — No  ; you  could  not,  certainly. 

7308.  What  are  your  duties  as  seneschal  with  regard  to  the  markets? — I go  round  the 
public  market  almost  every  Thursday,  and  see  the  different  articles  weighed,  and  ascertain, 
if  any  buyer  or  seller  has  a complaint  to  make. 

7309.  Where  are  the  fairs  held? — The  monthly  fair  is  held  at  a place  called  Ballybot, 
in  the  parish  of  Newry,  county  of  Armagh,  in  the  open  street. 

7310.  Are  any  tolls  charged  there  ? — None. 

7311.  Is  corn  sold  upon  other  than  market  days  ? — It  may  be  sometimes  ; but  it  is  chiefly 
upon  the  three  days  appointed. 

7312.  Is  there  any  thing  to  prevent  it  from  being  sold  every  other  day  in  the  week?— 

I think  not ; but  there  is  very  little  brought  in  upon  any  other  day. 

7313.  Has  the  lord  of  the  manor  appointed  any  weighmaster  for  the  entire  town  ? — Not 
for  the  entire  town.  I think  it  was  by  him  the  butter  weighmaster  was  appointed.  I may 
remark  that  we  have  no  market  at  all  for  poultry,  eggs,  fish,  or  such  other  articles.  The 
town  is  largely  supplied  with  them,  but  there  is  no  authority  to  take  them  to  any  certain 
place ; and,  therefore,  the  seller  hawks  them  about  the  town,  and  disposes  of  them  as  best 
he  or  she  may. 

7314.  Is  bread  sold  by  weight  or  by  loaf?— By  loaf. 

7315.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  obliging  it  to  be  sold  by  the  four  pounds,  two  pounds, 
and  one  pound  loaf,  and  let  the  price  vary  with  the  price  of  flour,  the  weight  to  be  always 
the  same  ? — Decidedly.  At  present  every  baker  makes  it  just  the  weight  he  likes 

Mr.  Joseph  Lupton  examined.  558. 

7316.  Do  you  reside  in  Newry  ? — I do.  . Wr'  Joseph  Lupton. 

7317.  Are  you  in  the  corn  trade? — I am. 

7318.  Do  you  employ  buyers? — I do. 

7319.  By  whom  are  they  paid? — I pay  them  half-a-crown  a day. 

7320.  Do  you  weigh  at  your  own  stores  ? — Yes. 

7321.  There  is  no  public  place  for  weighing  corn  ? — None. 

7322.  Do  you  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage  ? — Yes ; I charge  the  farmers  Id.  a sack, 
and  a \d.  a bag  for  porterage. 

7323.  Do  you  give  that  all  to  the  porters? — I pay  the  porters,  and  deduct  it  from  the 
farmers. 

7324.  Would  not  that  do  more  than  pay  the  porters? — Sometimes  it  would. 

7325.  What  number  of  men  do  you  employ  ? — Twelve  or  fourteen. 

'7326.  Are  they  always  enployed  ? — Not  after  the  market  is  over. 

7327.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  ? — Standing  beam. 

7328.  Would  you  pass  it  if  it  were  standing  beam  ? — I would. 

7329.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  ? — Four  pounds. 

7330.  It  must  be  four  pounds  or  nothing  ? — Yes. 

7331.  What  deductions  do  you  make  ? — None,  when  the  grain  is  equal  to  sample. 

7332.  A person  may  lose  any  thing  short  of  four  pounds? — He  would  not  lose  it  if 
there  were  the  least  turn  of  the  beam  in  the  world  ; I give  one  time,  and  take  the  next 
time.  I get  it  in  one  sack,  and  lose  it  in  another. 
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7333.  Then,  if  a person  has  his  sacks  trimmed  exactly,  it  does  not  follow  that  lie  should 
lose  anything? — No. 

7334.  He  may  be  paid  for  every  pound  ? — He  may ; there  is  no  beamage  taken  whatever. 

7335.  Do  you  deduct  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack  ? — Yes,  in  every  instance. 

7336.  You  do  not  deduct  a given  amount?— No  : just  what  it  will  weigh. 

7337.  Do  you  buy  all  by  the  hundred-weight  ?— Yes. 

7338.  The  same  system  for  wheat,  barley,  and  oats? — Yes. 

7339.  Do  you  give  a ticket  to  the  seller? — I do. 

7340.  Do  you  pay  for  odd  .pounds? — Yes,  for  one  pound. 

7341.  Is  that  the  usual  custom  of  the  town  ? — 1 think  it  is. 

7342.  Are  there  many  buyers  in  the  town  ? — Ten  or  fifteen. 

7343.  Have  they  all  stores  ? — They  have. 

• 7344.  Do  you  think  the  system  of  weighing  objectionable  ? — I do  not  think  that  ten 
public  market  cranes  would  weigh  all  the  grain  coming  into  Newry  ; and  then  it  should  be 
weighed  again  at  the  merchants’  stores. 

7345.  You  might  do  so  if  you  choose? — I do  not  think  all  the  grain  could  be  ever 
weighed. 

7346.  What  quantity  of  corn  comes  in  here  upon  a large  market-day  ? — I should  think 
between  200  and  300  tons;  the  average  is  between  100  and  150  tons. 

■ 7347.  That  is  about  2,000  barrels  ? — Yes. 

7348.  Suppose  you  had  twenty  pair  of  scales,  would  they  weigh  it  ? — They  would. 

7349.  What  check  is  there  at  present  upon  the  buyer  if  he  chooses  to  be  dishonest? — 
The  farmers  generally  weigh  all  their  corn,  and  I should  be  very  glad  if  every  one  of  them 
weighed  it. 

7350.  But  suppose  a man  has  not  the  means  of  weighing  his  corn  at  home? — We  are 
getting  into  a better  position  now,  and  they  will  all  be  able  to  weigh ; besides  the  farmers 
all  stand  by  and  see  the  corn  weighed. 

7351.  Have  you  never  heard  of  any  frauds  practised  in  weighing  in  private  ? — Not  to  a 
great  extent ; the  town  is  very  clear  of  that  sort  of  thing. 

7352.  But  is  not  the  public  scales  the  fairest  test? — I do  not  think  it  ever  could  be  done 
in  Newry. 

7353. ' In  Cork  it  is  done  very  well;  there  all  the  corn  is  sold  and  weighed. — What  would 
prevent  the  farmers  from  taking  out  some  of  the  corn  on  the  road  between  the  market  and 
the  stores  ? 

7354.  You  can  weigh  over  again  if  you  suspect  it,  but  it  is  very  seldom  done  in  the 
markets  where  the  system  prevails — We  cannot  trust  some  of  the  farmers  we  have  here  ; 
the  delivery  from  the  farmers  has  become  considerably  worse ; their  system  of  delivering  the 
grain  is  becoming  more  fraudulent ; we  buy  in  the  market  at  a certain  price,  and  the  bulk 
does  not  turn  out  equal  to  the  sample. 

7355.  Would  you  object,  as  a merchant,  to  buy  in  such  a public  market  ? — I would. 

7356.  Why  ? — The  corn  should  all  be  re- weighed. 

7357.  You  would  not  be  worse  off  even  then  than  you  arc  now? — If  it  were  a general 
system,  followed  throughout  Ireland,  I would  not  object. 

7358.  We  refer  entirely  to  a general  measure  ? — In  that  case  I should  not  object  to  it. 

7359.  "Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  ? — Certainly  ; 
hundreds,  quarters,  and  pounds,  all  throughout  Ireland,  England,  and  Scotland. 

7360.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions,  weighing  standing  beam,  to 
the  pound,  and  regulating  prices  accordingly? — If  you  could  get  the  farmers  to  clean  the 
grain. 

7361.  Pay  according  to  quality;  at  present  the  same  amount  is  deducted  from  a person 
bringing  in  the  corn,  clean  or  dirty? — But  the  price  is  not  the  same. 

7362.  Then  why  not  take  off  these  deductions,  which  are  of  no  use  to  you,  and  a great 
annoyance  to  the  farmers.  Do  you  not  think  these  deductions  an  encouragement  to  bring 
in  the  corn  dirty  ? — They  may  have  a tendency  that  way. 

7363.  If  the  farmer  knew  that  he  would  be  paid  according  to  quality  for  every  pound, 
would  it  not  be  an  encouragement  to  him  to  bring  in  his  corn  clean  ? — Yes ; I think  it  would. 

7364.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  market  beginning  and  closing  at  a certain  hour? — 
It  should  begin  at  seven  o’clock,  or  there  would  not  be  time  enough. 

7365.  At  much  larger  markets  where  they  begin  at  a certain  hour,  the  sales  are  over  in 
twenty  minutes? — The  grain  is  not  brought  in  here  in  a certain  hour;  it  is  coming  in  all 
the  day. 

7366.  But  you  could  make  it  be  brought  in  a certain  hour.  With  regard  to  the  system 
of  deductions,  we  found  in  some  places  that  the  farmers  used  to  bring  in  their  corn  quite 
clean,  but  when  they  found  that  the  same  deductions  were  still  made,  they  mixed  sand  in 
it? — Yes;  I have  taken  ten  hundred-weight  of  sand  myself  in  a day 

7367.  Do  you  mean  nothing  but  sand? — Nothing  but  sand. 

7368.  Would  it  not  be  a desirable  thing  to  obtain  the  proper  statistics  of  the  country,  as 
you  could  in  a public  market  ? — It  would. 

7369.  What  course  do  you  generally  pursue,  when  corn  in  the  bottom  of  the  sack  is  not 
equal  to  the  top  ? — T reduce  it  in  price. 

7370.  Does  the  reduction  rest  with  you? — It  does 

7371.  Do  you  make  the  deductions  in  weight  or  price? — In  price;  but  I give  the  party 
the  privilege  of  taking  the  corn  away. 

7372.  Would  not  the  fairest  system  be-to  pay  the  farmer  for  what  he  has,  and,  if  there 
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be  any  fraud,  punish  him  ? — I am  sure,  if  the  magistrates  attended  to  every  case  I have, 
they  should  give  up  all  their  time. 

7373.  Do  not  the  farmers  sometimes  suspect  fraud  where  there  is  no  cause,  and  would 
not  a public  market  put  an  end  to  all  that  suspicion? — Well,  I think  it  would. 

737 4.  Did  not  the  merchants  of  this  town  hold  a meeting  to  adopt  regulations  some  time 
since? — They  did,  in  1849;  and  they  adopted  these  rules  which  have  been  carried  out 
since : — 

Notice  to  Farmers. 

At  a meeting  of  corn  merchants,  held  at  the  Commissioners’  rooms,  Thomas  A.  Kidd  in 
the  chair,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted ; — 

1.— Proposed  by  Joseph  Lupton,  and  seconded  by  William  Sinclair,  “That  all  grain  purchased  by 
us  in  the  Newry  market  be  by  the  hundred- weight,  nett,  without  deduction.” 

?. — Proposed  by  James  Kidd,  and  seconded  by  Thomas  Cardwell,  “That  we  continue  to  weigh 
grain  in  the  usual  manner  ; using  not  less  than  a four-pound  weight.” 

3.  — Proposed  by  Hugh  John  Wallace,  and  seconded  by  William  Henry,  “That  all  empty  sacks  and 
bags,  in  future,  be  weighed. 

4.  — Proposed  by  Janies  Greer,  and  seconded  by  John  Bodel,  “ That  a porterage  of  Id.  per  sack, 
and  id.  per  bag  be  charged ; one  barrel  of  each  kind  of  grain  to  be  considered  a bag.” 

5. — Proposed  by  D.  lialy,  and  seconded  by  Robert  Glenny,  “ That,  as  we  have  been  subject  to  a 
considerable  loss  by' the  fraudulent  delivery  of  grain,  we  are  resolved,  that  when  such  fraudulent 
delivery  occurs,  we  will  exact  a corresponding  reduction  in  price;  and,  in  case  of  dispute  between 
buyer  and  seller,  the  matter  to  bo  referred  to  the  magistrates.” 

6. — Moved  by  James  Henning,  and  seconded  by  Isaac  Smith,  “That  the  foregoing  resolutions  take 
effect  from  18th  December  next.” 

We,  the  undersigned,  bind  ourselves  to  the  above  resolutions: 


Kidd,  Brothers, 

Joseph  Lupton, 

William  Sinclair, 
James  Henning  and  Co., 
Cardwell  and  Holden, 
James  Greer  and  Co., 
Hugh  John  Wallace, 
John  Best, 

Newry,  12 th  December,  1849. 


Robert  Glenny, 

John  Bodel, 

Isaac.  Smith, 

William  Henry  and  Co., 
Dominick  Daly, 

Joseph  Hamilton, 
Crawley  and  Coulter, 
Samuel  Glenny  and  Co. 


7375.  Was  it  entirely  a meeting  of  buyers? — It  was. 

7376.  Were  these  rules  different  from  the  rules  adopted  before? — They  were. 

7377.  What  number  of  bags  do  you  receive  on  a large  day? — Perhaps  1,000. 

7378.  How  many  in  the  year? — I should  say  20,000  loads,  or  50,000  barrels. 

7379.  Is  not  the  charge  for  porterage  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the  porters? — It  is. 

7380.  It  is  part  of  tho  profit,  in  fact? — It  is;  it  is  taken  into  account  in  the  price.  It 
does  not  make  up  for  the  half-ton  of  sand  I take  out. 

7381.  What  do  those  porters  do? — They  help  the  corn  into  the  crane,  and  assist  at  the 
weighing  and  hoisting.  I hoist  part  of  the  corn  by  machinery. 

7382.  How  many  porters  do  you  keep  ? — Three  all  the  year,  and  four  more  during  eight 
months  of  the  year. 

7383.  What  do  you  pay  them? — The  highest,  12s.  a-weelc,  and  the  lowest,  is.  6d.  a-day. 

7384.  Is  not  the  porterage  part  of  the  merchant’s  own  work? — No;  it  is  the  custom  of 
the  trade. 

7385.  Would  it  not  bo  the  fairest  plan  to  pay  for  every  pound,  regulate  the  price,  and 
let  the  farmer  know  what  he  is  getting? — What  would  you  do  to  meet  the  half-ton  of  sand? 
and,  at  the  rate  they  are  going  on,  it  may  be  a ton  of  sand  soon. 

7386.  Pay  according  to  quality.  Your  present  system  appears  to  punish  the  good  for 
the  bad. — Oh,  not  at  all. 

7387.  Are  not  the  deductions  the  same  whether  tho  corn  is  clean  or  dirty? — They  are 
the  same,  but  not  the  price. 


Mr.  Thomas  Alexander  Kidd  examined. 

7388.  Do  you  live  in  Newry  ? — I do. 

7389.  Are  you  in  tho  corn  trade  ? — I am. 

7390.  What  quantity  do  you  buy  ? — In  a large  market,  perhaps  sixty  or  seventy  tons 
of  oats. 

739 1 . Do  you  buy  all  kinds  of  grain  ? — Wheat  and  oats,  principally. 

7392.  Is  the  system  detailed  by  Mr.  Lupton  that  adopted  by  the  buyers  of  the  town 
generally? — We  take  a turn  of  the  scale,  and  use  no  less  a weight  than  four  pounds. 

7393.  Then  a person  may  lose  any  thing  short  of  four  pounds,  but  it  does  not  follow 
that  he  should? — Just  so. 

7394.  If  it  were  four  pounds  standing  beam,  would  you  pass  it  ? — In  some  cases  I would, 
but  not  usually. 

7395.  Would  you  require  the  scale  to  touch  the  ground  ? — I would  just  turn  the  scale ; 
but  they  are  hung  so  low,  a turn  makes  them  touch  the  ground. 


NEWltY, 
d January,  1833. 

558. 

r.  Joseph  Lupton. 


559. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Kidd. 
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7396.  What  height  are  they  from  the  ground? — I suppose  from  four  to  six  inches;  they 
require  to  be  hung  low  for  the  convenience  of  getting  in  the  sacks. 

7397.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Lupton  ? — No ; I would  be  very  glad  to  see 
a public  market. 

7398.  You  would  be  in  favour  of  having  a general  market,  with  proper  accommodation, 
and  sworn  weighmasters ?— Yes;  but  I think  if,  instead  of  having  them  all  at  one  market, 
you  had  a number  of  inspectors  at  the  different  stores,  it  would  meet  all  the  objections. 

7399.  That  has  been  tried;  and  at  a public  market  one  superintendent  would  be  sufficient, 
but  otherwise  you  should  have  some  twenty  persons.  But  you  would  be  in  favour  of  a 
general  market  ? — Most  certainly. 

7400.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  that  some  buyers  do  not  deal  as  fairly  as  others? 
— I have  heard  complaints,  but  I would  not  vouch  for  their  credit,  and  I think  competition 
would  make  people  act  fairly ; if  farmers  are  treated  badly  by  any  person,  they  will  not 
go  to  him  again. 

7401.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  some  parties  who  were  able  to  give  a higher  price  than 
others  ? — I think  prices  are  much  the  same  here. 

7402.  Do  you  consider  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  an  objectionable  one? — I 
would  certainly  prefer  the  public  scales. 

7403.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the  . 
country? — Yes;  it  would  be  very  advisable  to  buy  everywhere  by  the  hundred-weight. 

7404.  Would  not  by  the  stone  be  more  convenient? — No,  I think  the  hundred-weight 
more  so. 

7405.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam,  to  the  pound,  and  abolishing 
all  deductions  but  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack? — I would,  as  an  uniform  system. 

7406.  Do  you  pay  for  odd  pounds? — I do,  for  one  pound. 

7407.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  obtain  the  proper  statistics  of  the  country? — It 
would  be  very  much  so  ; the  statistics  now  published  always  come  a year  too  late. 

7408.  Do  you  mean  the  statistics  collected  by  the  Constabulary? — I do. 

7409-  With  regard  to  porterage,  do  you  make  the  same  charge  as  Mr.  Lupton? — Yes  ; 
Id.  a sack,  and  id.  a bag.  I think  there  is  some  misapprehension  upon  that  subject; 
before  it  was  paid  there  were  always  seven  pounds  taken  off  the  sack,  and  five  pounds  for 
the  bag,  and  when  that  was  abolished  the  charge  for  porterage  was  put  on  as  an  equivalent; 
now  we  weigh  the  sacks,  and  only  deduct  the  actual  weight ; and  on  the  change  of  the 
system  that  charge  was  put  on.  There  was  also  Hd.  a hundred-weight,  waste,  which  was 
merely  nominal;  if  your  ticket  was  marked  payable,  you  paid  l|d.  a hundred-weight;  if 
not,  it  was  deducted  off ; it  was  in  fact  a difference  between  the  quality  of  the  grain. 

7410.  Do  you  consider  that  the  charge  for  porterage  more  than  pay  the  porters? — We 
hoist  by  machinery. 

7411.  In  fact  it  is  not  for  porterage,  actually,  but  a charge  put  on  in  place  of  another 
deduction  ? — Exactly.  If  there  were  an  uniform  system,  I would  not  object  to  have  all 
these  charges  abolished. 

7412.  Do  you  weigh  the  empty  sacks  in  the  same  way  as  you  weigh  corn  ? — Yes;  only 
that  we  weigh  sacks,  of  course,  to  the  pound. 

7413.  "What  do  you  consider  you  get  on  every  barrel  by  not  weighing  with  less  than  four 
pounds  ? — I consider  it  is  very  trifling. 

7414.  Do  you  make  two  pounds  on  every  barrel? — I think  not.  We  do  not  weigh  by 
barrel,  and  if  there  are  small  bags,  two  are  put  into  the  scale  at  once.  I would  suggest 
with  regard  to  a public  market,  that  there  should  be  no  tollage  whatever. 

7415.  There  should  be  a charge  for  weighing  ? — I do  not  think  there  should  be  any 
charge. 

7416.  How  would  you  support  such  a market  ? — That  I cannot  tell ; you  might  have  some 
fund  or  some  endowment  for  it ; but  there  is  a great  objection  to  paying  tolls,  and  in  other 
towns  they  caused  a great  deal  of  annoyance. 

7417.  W ould  not  the  three  farthings  a barrel  porterage  be  well  applied  for  the  purpose  ? — 

I think  any  toll  would  be  very  objectionable.  With  regard  to  another  matter,  there  was  a 
statement  made  here,  that  where  anything  fraudulent  occurs,  it  should  be  punished.  I 
brought  a case  here,  and  I was  very  much  dissatisfied  with  the  decision  of  the  magistrates. 
The  law  states  that  the  whole  of  the  grain  should  be  forfeited ; but  as  the  magistrates 
administered  it  here,  only  the  bad  part  was  forfeited.  Mr.  Boyd  was  on  the  bench  at  the 
time. 

7418.  In  any  new  Act,  would  you  have  the  penalty  recoverable  before  a magistrate  in  a 
summary  way  for  fraud  upon  the  part  of  the  buyer  or  seller? — Yes;  only  let  the  law  be 
carried  out. 

7419.  How  much  was  forfeited  in  the  case  you  referred  to  ? — Three  or  four  sacks. 

7420.  Was  not  that  a sufficient  penalty  ? — I do  not  think  it  was. 

7421.  What  was  their  value  ? — I should  say  about  £10  or  £12. 

7422.  Then  you  think,  if  a man  had  one  sack  bad,  he  should  forfeit  all? — That  is  the 
law.  I think,  however,  that  is  too  severe,  and  in  many  cases,  I have  preferred  submitting 
to  fraud,  rather  than  have  it  inflicted.  I would  have  a fine  for  fraud. 

Mr.  Hugh  John  Wallace  examined. 

7423.  Do  you  reside  in  Newry? — Ido. 

7424.  Are  you  in  the  corn  trade  ? — I am.  I beg  to  say,  with  regard  to  porterage,  that 
both  Mr.  Lupton  and  Mr.  Kidd  hoist  their  grain  by  machinery ; but  1 find  that  the  porterage 
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takes  very  nearly  tlie  whole  amount,  when  I have  the  grain  hoisted  three  stories  high  by 
manual  labour. 

7425.  How  much  do  you  buy  in  the  course  of  the  year? — I am  not  regularly  in  the 
market,  perhaps  only  one  or  two  days  in  the  week. 

7426.  How  many  men  do  you  employ  ? — About  six  men,  perhaps,  will  hoist  ten  or  fifteen 
tons  of  grain. 

7427.  Along  with  the  men  belonging  to  the  farmers? — The  farmers’  men  will  only  put 
the  corn  in  the  scales. 

7428.  Suppose  the  farmer  had  two  or  three  hundred- weight,  and  his  men  and  he  were 
willing  to  assist  in  weighing,  would  you  let  him? — I would  charge  porterage  for  part. 

Mr.  George  Gray  examined. 

7429.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — About  a mile  and  a-lialf  from  this. 

7430.  Do  you  sell  corn  in  this  market  ? — I do. 

7431.  Did  you  hear  the  suggestions  of  the  former  witnesses  as  to  the  system  of  weigh- 
ing ? — I never  saw  standing  beam  used  in  the  weighing  of  corn. 

7432.  The  system  you  experienced  was  a turn  of  the  beam? — Down  weight ; and  if  it 
came  near  standing  beam,  four  pounds  knocked  off. 

7433.  It  must  be  four  pounds  down  weight  or  nothing? — Yes. 

7434.  Do  you  consider  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  stores  objectionable? 

Decidedly  ; I would  prefer  a public  market 

7435.  Would  you  prefer  to  pay  a small  charge  to  support  a public  market? — I would. 

7436.  Would  the  farmers,  generally,  object  to  pay  such  a charge?— I do  not  think  they 
would. 

7437-  Would  you  oblige  all  agricultural  produce  to  be  sold  there,  and  weighed  by  sworn 
weighmasters  ? — I would. 

7438.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures? — Decidedly. 

7439.  What  would  you  consider  the  best  system  ? — I think  to  weigh  by  the  stone  ; we 
had  it  here  before,  and  I thought  it  very  satisfactory. 

7440.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam,  to  the  pound,  and  abolishing 
deductions  ? — Certainly,  I would. 

7441.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  weighing  at  the  private  stores  ? — I have. 

I have  weighed  corn  at  home,  and  sent  it  into  Newry,  and  did  not  tell  the  parties  what  the 
weight  was,  and  they  would  not  stand  the  weight  there ; so  I sent  for  the  merchant,  and  he 
said  whatever  the  weight  was  he  would  pay  for. 

7442.  What  do  you  mean  by  not  standing  the  weight? — The  weights  I put  in  were  not 
sufficient.  There  were  two  men  weighing  before  me,  and  one  man  said  I had  actually  got 
fairer  play  than  he  had. 

7443.  Have  you  ever  known  ■other  instances? — I sell  to  a very  respectable  concern  in 
town,  and  I sent  in  a cart  there,  and  went  to  the  scales  before  the  cart  came  in,  and  threw 
all  the  weights  off ; and  in  the  scale  whore  the  weights  were,  there  were  three  large  stones. 

I took  two  of  them  out,  and  I found  it  required  them  all  out  to  make  the  balance.  I asked 
the  clerk  what  they  were  put  in  for,  and  he  said  to  make  the  scale  balance ; and  I said  “ I 
pity  the  poor  men  who  weighed  here  yesterday.” 

7444.  What  might  these  stones  weigh  ? — About  two  pounds  each. 

7445.  Do  you  think  there  are  many  frauds  practised  in  private  weighing? — I think  so  ; 
and  the  farmers  felt  so  much  aggrieved,  that  they  called  a meeting,  and  the  merchants 
refused  to  meet  us  ; but  previous  to  our  meeting,  they  held  a private  meeting  of  their  own, 
and  framed  resolutions  ; and  six  days  after  they  were  framed  they  put  them  into  practice. 
Since  then  we  have  been  paying  1 cl.  a sack,  and  a Id.  a bag  for  porterage,  although  I know 
many  cases  where  people  were  obliged  to  put  up  the  grain  themselves. 

7446.  What  did  the  farmers  do  at  the  meeting  they7  called? — It  was  of  no  use;  for  the 
merchants  had  resolutions  framed,  and  we  had  to  submit  to  them,  or  send  to  other  places. 

I could  point  to  some  men  who  never  sent  a pound  of  corn  here  since,  but  sent  it  all  to 
other  places. 

7 447.  That  must  be  a great  injury  to  the  town  ? — It  is ; I know  several  farmers  who  made 
a promise  not  to  bring  corn  into  the  town  again,  and  kept  it.  I may  also  remark,  that  there 
is  no  use  in  cleaning  our  grain  here,  for  we  will  get  no  more  for  it  than  for  the  worst  stuff 
in  Newry. 

Mr.  John  Ellis  examined. 

7448.  Where  do  you  live  ? — About  a mile  from  town. 

7449.  Do  you  generally  concur  in  the  opinions  we  have  heard  expressed  here  ? — I think 
our  system  here  is  a bad  one,  from  beginning  to  end  ; there  ought  to  be  one  uniform  weight 
over  the  whole  country — by  the  hundred-weight  of  112  pounds.  I have  sold  flax  at 
Tanderagee,  where  there  are  sixteen  pounds  and  a quarter  to  the  stone,  and  consequently, 
on  every  112  pounds,  I lose  twenty  pounds  of  flax.  I was  also  charged  for  storage  for  my 
own  men  throwing  it  off  the  cart  into  the  merchants’  stores.  Now,  as  far  as  the  selling  of 
pigs  goes,  there  could  be  no  fairer  way  of  weighing  according  to  the  system.  I am  sure 
oil r merchants  are  as  respectable  and  honest  as  any  other  merchants,  but  the  system  is 
a bad  one.  Eleven  pounds  is  taken  off  before  the  pork  is  declared  a hundred-weight  at 
all.  Then  they  deduct  eight  pounds  more,  and  in  round  numbers  you  may  say  that  for 
every  pig  I sell  I lose  twenty  pounds.  If  one  of  my  pigs  only  weighs  three  quarters  of  a 
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hundred-weight,  1 lose  as  much  as  if  the  pig  weighed  four  hundred-weight.  Now,  if  you 
go  into  any  of  these  stoves  a day  or  two  after,  all  they  will  give  you  to  the  hundred-weight 
is  112  pounds,  when  the  pig  is  salted.  Perhaps  we  get  more  for  the  120  pounds  than  we 
would  for  112  pounds,  but  I would  rather  take  the  chance. 

7450.  Have  you  any  remark  to  make  as  regards  the  selling  of  corn?— I never  knew 
standing  beam  to  be  used;  but  of  late  I have  been  selling  to  Mr.  Lupton,  and,  generally 
speaking,  he  only  weighs  one  or  two  bags,  for  I weigh  all  the  corn  at  homo ; and  if  he  finds 
that  they  stand  the  weight  he  takes  them  all  without  going  to  any  more  trouble. 

7451.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  such  as  has  been  described  ? — Most 
decidedly. 

7452.  As  a farmer,  would  you  object  to  pay  a small  charge  to  support  it  ? — Not  in  the 
least. 

7453.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions  and  regulating  prices  accord- 
ingly ? — Certainly. 

7454.  And  an  uniform  system  of  weighing? — Yes,  by  the  hundred-weight.  1 have  also 
to  remark  that  the  buyers  do  not  make  any  distinction  between  good  and  bad  oats,  and 
that  if  you  put  the  oats  through  the  fan  three  times  you  will  not  get  a single  iota  more 
than  if  you  did  it  only  once.  I can  also  tell  you  that  a good  deal  may  be  done  by  the  man 
weighing  holding  the  chain.  1 do  not  say  it  is  done  here. 

7455.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  market  begin  at  a certain  hour? — I would. 

7456.  You  think  the  farmers,  generally,  would  not  object  to  pay  a small  charge  to 
support  such  a market  ? — I am  sure  they  would  not. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cctrseiuell  examined. 

7457.  Do  you  live  in  Newry  ? — I do. 

7458.  Are  you  a farmer? — I am. 

7459.  Do  you  sell  in  this  market? — I do  not;  I have  brought  no  oats  into  this  market 
since  the  merchants  changed  their  system,  and  I sell  all  my  grain  elsewhere. 

7460.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — I would. 

7461.  Would  you  object  to  pay  a sniall  charge  to  support  it? — Certainly  not;  I could 
not  expect  that  a market  would  be  kept  up  if  we  did  not  pay  something  for  it ; and  in  the 
neighbouring  towns  we  have  an  example,  and  why  not  follow  it  ? 

Mr.  Isaac  Curry — I am  a magistrate  of  Newry,  I have  heard  an  imputation  thrown  out 
against  the  magistrates  of  this  town,  and  I cannot  sit  here  tamely  and  listen  to  it.  1 find 
by  the  Act  of  Parliament  that  the  magistrates  acted  quite  in  accordance  with  it  in  the  case 
alluded  to  to-day. 

Mr.  William  Todd  examined. 

7462.  Do  you  live  in  Newry  ? — I do. 

7463.  Are  you  in  the  butter  trade? — I am. 

7464.  Where  do  you  purchase  ? — In  my  own  stores. 

7465.  Is  there  no  public  market  ? — There  is,  but  we  do  not  always  buy  there  ; some- 
times we  do. 

7466.  Is  there  a weighmaster  and  inspector  there  ? — There  is. 

7467.  Established  under  the  52nd  of  George  III.  ?— I believe  so. 

7468.  Do  you  inspect,  weigh,  and  fix  the  price  yourself? — Yes. 

7469.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound? — Yes. 

7470.  Do  you  weigh  standing  beam  ? — No,  down  weight. 

7471-  What  deductions  do  you  make? — The  weight  of  the  firkin,  which  is  very  often  a 
great  deal  more  than  is  branded  on  it. 

7472.  Do  you  ever  tare  it? — Sometimes,  but  in  a large  market  we  cannot  do  so  always. 

7473.  Do  you  make  any  deductions  for  beamage? — Five  pounds  on  every  firkin. 

7474.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  weighing,  inspecting,  or  cooperage? — Surely,  Ad.  a 
fiikin. 

7475.  If  the  firkins  are  over  a certain  weight,  do  you  pay  for  the  extra  pounds  ? — No, 
we  pay  for  nothing  over  seventy  pounds,  and  there  is  the  same  rule  as  regards  the  butter 
crane. 

7476.  Suppose  there  were  eighty  pounds  gross,  what  would  you  pay  for? — Seventy 
pounds. 

7477-  What  is  the  reason  of  that  ? — It  has  been  the  custom  of  the  town  as  long  as  1 
remember.  Very  few  of  the  farmers  now  bring  in  more  than  seventy  pounds — they  are 
getting  too  wise. 

7478.  What  quantity  do  you  buy? — Some  weeks  300  firkins,  and  other  weeks  only  100. 

7479-  Is  this  a large  market  ? — It  is. 

7480.  If  there  were  a well-regulated  public  market,  would  you  not  prefer  buying  in  it  ? 
— I would. 

7481.  If  there  were  an  uniform  system,  would  it  not  be  the  fairest  way  to  pay  for  every 
pound,  and  abolish  all  deductions  ? — I wish  that  were  the  case  now.  At  present  we  often 
get  wood  in  place  of  butter.  The  cooper  sometimes  brands  less  than  the  weight  for  his 
friends,  and  we  cannot  always  strip  the  firkin. 

7482.  Generally  speaking,  do  you  think  the  tares  are  equal  to  the  real  weight  ? — There 
is  hardly  one  honest  firkin  in  Newry  ; there  may  be  one  firkin  out  of  a large  market,  but 
not  more. 
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7483.  Would  you  bo  in  favour  of  having  the  casks  branded  and  weighed  before  thev  are 
filled  ? — I would.  J 

1 7484.  Does  not  the  beamage  of  five  pounds  tend  to  keep  up  a fictitious  price? — It  certainly 

7485.  Do  you  lose  upon  the  whole  by  the  tares? — We  lose  a great  deal. 

748G.  Notwithstanding  the  five  pounds  beamage  ? — Yes ; we  cannot  get  as  high  a price  as 
the  merchants  of  Belfast,  because  the  merchants  of  Belfast  give  all  butter,  but  here  the 
buyer  gets  a great  part  wood. 

7487.  Is  there  any  butter  shipped  fromNewry  upon  the  qualification  of  the  inspector? 

There  is,  a good  deal. 

7488.  How  does  it  rank  at  the  other  side?— It  ranks  very  well,  I believe. 

7489.  Do  you  ever  ship  upon  his  qualification  ? — A little. 

7490.  Do  you  mark  your  own  quality  in  it  ? — No  ; we  never  alter  his  brands. 

7491.  Is  there  any  tiling  to  hinder  any  person  from  altering  his  brands  ? — 1 never  heard  of 
it  being  done  ; we  are  all  honest  about  Ncwry. 

7492.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  the  butter  shipped  upon  the  qualification  of  a 
sworn  inspector  ?— I would. 

7493.  If  it  were  to  be  made  compulsory,  you  would  not  object  to  go  there  ? — Not  at  all  ■ 
1 would  be  very  glad  of  it. 

7494.  In  such  a market  would  you  pay  the  farmers  for  every  pound  they  have,  and  regulate 
your  prices  accordingly? — Certainly  I would. 

7495.  What  is  the  general  weight  of  the  firkin  here? — Fourteen,  fifteen,  sixteen,  or 
eighteen  pounds ; very  few  as  low  as  twelve  pounds.  The  coopers  brand  them  with  any 
tare,  according  as  they  are  paid  by  the  farmers. 

7 496.  Suppose  a firkin  weigh  twelve  pounds  when  it  is  fresh,  what  should  the  cooper  brand 
it  ? — Fourteen  pounds. 

7497.  Does  he  always  do  so  ? — He  docs  not ; he  often  makes  no  allowance  whatever  for 
soakage.  In  Ncwry  the  firkins  are  generally  twelve  pound  tares. 

Mr.  Robert  M‘Clellan  examined. 

7498.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a farmer. 

7499.  Where  do  you  reside? — About  four  miles  from  Newry. 

7500  Do  you  approve  of  the  system  of  weighing  butter  here?— I do  not.  There  is  a 
deduction  of  five  pounds  to  the  firkin,  and  if  there  is  more  than  seventy  pounds  the  seller 
gets  nothing  for  the  extra  amount.  About  two  years  ago  I was  selling  at  the  public  crane, 
and  there  was  a neighbour  of  mine,  a poor  man,  who  was  a long  time  getting  a firkin  filled! 
and  when  it  was  put  into  the  scale  it  did  not  move  from  the  ground  at  all.  I insisted  that 
it  should  be  weighed  out,  and  the  weighmaster  refused.  At  last  he  weighed  it,  and  there 
were  three  and  a half  pounds  over,  which  the  man  lost,  because  it  was  over  the  weight. 
Generally  speaking,  the  poor  man  is  a long  time  filling  the  firkin,  and  cannot  be  accurate  in 
the  weight,  and  he  loses  whatever  is  over  seventy  pounds. 

7501 . Is  he  allowed  to  take  it  out  ? — No  ; unless,  if  it  be  not  filled  up  to  the  heading,  he 
will  lose  one  farthing  a pound. 

7502.  Do  you  sell  in  the  private  stores  or  in  the  public  market  ? — I sell  to  Mr.  Henning, 
and  generally  get  the  first  prices. 

7503.  Would  you  approve  of  a public  market  ?— I would  like  it  very  much. 

7501.  Would  you  pay  a small  charge  to  support  it  ? — Certainly  ; I beg  to  say  that  I do 
not  think  the  farmers  get  their  firkins  marked  heavier  than  the  real  weight ; and,  whenever 
the  merchants  are  suspicious,  I have  always  found  them  to  take  the  butter  out  and  take  the 
actual  weight,  and  they  all  have  coopers  at  their  own  establishments. 

7505.  Do  you  get  your  empty  firkins  weighed  ? — Decidedly  ; and  branded. 

7506.  'Did  you  ever  pay  for  having  them  branded  an  extra  weight? — Never,  indeed. 

7507.  What  is  branded  on  the  firkins? — If  they  weigh  ten  pounds,  they  are  branded 
twelve  pounds. 

7508.  The  coopers  allow  for  soakage  ? — They  do. 

7509.  Do  your  firkins  generally  weigh  less  than  is  branded  on  them  ? — Not  less ; there  are 
two  pounds  over  branded  on  them. 

7510.  Do  you  think  the  merchants  generally  give  fair  quality  ? — Indeed  I suppose  they 
do.  There  is  competition ; and  if  one  merchant  docs  not  act  fairly,  people  will  go  to 
another. 

7511.  Do  the  farmers  ever  object  to  the  present  cranemaster  ? — I never  knew  them  to  do 
so  ; but  there  are  very  few  firkins  weighed  there. 

William  Barrett  examined. 

7512.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  butter  inspector. 

7513.  By  whom  appointed? — By  Mr.  Knox. 

7514.  Ilow  long  have  you  been  butter  inspector  ? — Thirty-four  years. 

7515.  Were  you  appointed  under  52nd  of  George  III.? — I believe  so. 

7516.  Who  was  weighmaster  under  the  old  system? — Mr.  Knox. 

7517.  Did  he  receive  compensation  ? — He  did. 

7518.  By  whom  are  you  paid  ? — By  Mr.  Knox’s  agent. 

7519.  Do  you  inspect  much  butter  ? — Not  so  much  now  as  a few  years  ago. 

7520.  How  many  firkins  did  you  inspect  last  year  ? — Three  thousand  three  hundred  and 
sixty-three. 
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7521.  Does  your  inspection  generally  give  satisfaction  ? — I do  not  Rear  many  complaints ; 
but  we  cannot  please  all  parties. 

7522.  Wliat  charges  do  you  make  ? — One  penny  for  inspecting,  and  2d!,  for  weighing  and 
branding.  The  porter  gets  Id.  also,  but  I have  nothing  to  do  with  that  charge. 

7523.  Is  the  weigh-house  sufficiently  large? — It  is  ; ten  times  as  much  could  be  weighed 
there. 

7524.  How  long  has  the  quantity  weighed  there  fallen  off  ? — Since  the  change  of  the  Act. 

7525.  What  quantity  was  weighed  before  ? — One  hundred  and  ten  thousand  firkins  was 
the  most. 

7526.  Is  it  now  optional  to  make  use  of  the  market  ? — Just  so. 

7527.  Is  there  anything  to  prevent  parties  from  changing  the  qualities  you  brand  ? — They 
should  efface  the  brands. 

7528.  Might  they  not  change  the  butter  ? — They  might  change  the  butter. 

7529.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  second  quality  from  being  put  into  the  first  cask  ? — It 
could  be  done. 

7530.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  it  ? — No  ; but  it  might  be  done. 


William  Casey  examined. 

7531.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I have  been  for  thirty-seven  years  book-keeper  of  the 
crane  of  Newry.  . I register  all  the  butter  passing  through  the  scale. 

7532.  Do  you  give  a ticket? — In  some  cases. 

7533.  By  whom  are  you  employed  ? — By  Mr.  Knox. 

7534.  And  paid  by  him  ? — Yes. 

7535.  Do  you  know  what  compensation  he  received? — I think,  £l,0S4  14s.  8d.,  the 
average  of  three  years  preceding  1829 ; and  he  gives  credit  for  what  is  weighed  in  the 
market. 

7536.  What  is  your  staff  in  the  market  ? — An  inspector,  a weighmaster,  book-keeper, 
and  brander. 

7537.  Is  there  a porter  ? — Not  a public  porter ; every  merchant  has  his  own,  and  charges 

1J. ; but  the  crane-master  has  nothing  to  do  with  that. 

7538.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing? — As  near  standing  beam  as  possible,  with  one 
pound  weight ; and  deduct  five  pounds  on  every  firkin  weighing  half  a hundred-weight,  and 
two  pounds  on  every  firkin  weighing  only  twenty-eight  pounds. 

7539.  Do  you  deduct  the  weight  of  the  firkin  ? — Yes. 

7540.  Do  you  take  the  tare  branded  on  the  actual  weight  ? — The  tare  branded  on  it ; 

and  it  is  a very  great  grievance  to  the  merchants  at  present,  for  the  coopers  do  not  brand 
fairly.  . 

7541.  If  the  merchant  requires  it,  do  you  strip  the  cask  and  weigh  it? — Yes;  but  the 
farmers  often  say,  if  we  attempt  to  strip  them  they  will  take  them  away. 

7542.  Then  would  you  recommend  a return  to  the  system  of  the  old  Act? — So  far  as 
super-tares,  I certainly  would.  The  charge  here  used  to  be  3d.,  Irish  ; but  now'  it  is  2d., 
Irish,  and  Id.,  British,  for  inspection. 

7543.  Then  it  is  less  than  3d.  ? — It  is. 

7544.  Do  you  get  less  than  3d.?— We  do;  for  we  send  in  a general  bill  to  the  dealer 
once  a month;  and  in  every  100  firkins,  in  place  of  2 5s.  we  would  get  only  23s.  8 kd. 

7545.  What  would  you  charge  the  fanner  ? — We  would  not  make  less  than  3d.  for  one 
firkin ; but  if  there  were  three  firkins  the  charge  would  be  only  8|d. 

7546.  When  you  tare  the  firkin,  do  you  make  any  extra  charge  ?—We  do  not. 

7547.  Do  you  give  a ticket? — If  it  is  required.  I have  to  remark  that  the  flax  market 
requires  redress,  for  it  is  all  weighed  in  private. 

7548.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  ? — Sixteen  pounds  to  the  stone,  and  a quarter  of 
a pound  for  beamage. 

7549.  Do  they  weigh  standing  beam? — I believe  not;  but  if  it  were  brought  to  me,  I 
would  weigh  standing  beam.  I was  appointed  by  the  flax  market  Committee  alone,  with 
two  respectable  flax  buyers,  to  decide  disputes  regarding  the  flax  market ; and  if  we  could 
not  decide  them,  to  call  in  a magistrate. 

Mr.  William  M‘  Cullagh  examined. 


7550.  Do  you  reside  in  Newry  ? — I do. 

7551.  Do  you  purchase  pork? — Yes. 

7552.  Is  there  a large  trade  here  ?— There  was  a rather  large  dead  pork  trade,  and  I 
think  it  is  improving  again. 

7553.  Is  there  a market  ? — Not  a regular  market ; but  there  is  a public  crane,  and 
weighmaster. 

7554.  Do  you  buy  in  the  street? — Yes;  my  store  is  in  the  street,  but  the  pork  comes 
through  the  town. 

7555.  Are  sales  confined  to  the  street  ? — We  would  wish  to  confine  them  to  that  street, 
but  we  cannot  do  so. 

7556.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  weighing  at  your  own  store  ? — Four  pence  a pig. 

7557.  What  is  the  charge  in  the  public  market? — We  charge -8dk  there,  of  which  the 
cranemaster  receives  Ad. 

7558.  Do  you  reweigh  the  pork  when  it  has  been  weighed  in  the  public  market  ? — 
Very  seldom. 
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7559.  IIow  do  you  weigh  ?— By  the  hundred-weight  of  120  pounds;  and  we  take  off 
eleven  pounds  tare  on  every  pig  except  upon  a wet  day,  when  we  take  twelve  pounds 
weightttGr  t lG  WClght  of  t ie  P'S’  we  deduct  eight  pounds  from  every  hundred- 

Pol“?“NXrth^;d„ixundB- do  7ou  deduot  from  *-*•■  * *«•*<«* 

7561.  You  are  an  exception  in  that  respect  ?— I think  not. 

So'  ™ you  require  down  wciSht  ?— Yes,  the  scale  must  touch  the  ground, 
pound'  " lat  WOuld  brmg  y°ur  scale  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight  ?— About  one 

7o(j4.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  these  deductions  ?— I would  have  no 
objection.  Let  the  change  be  made  in  Belfast  and  we  will  follow  it. 

tllc  buyers  give  a price  in  proportion  to  the  tares  ?— They  do. 
j , " ouId  >'ou  b?  in  favour  of  a general  market  for  pork  ? — I would  ; and  let  it  onen 

ana  close  at  a certain  hour,  and  have  it  compulsory  to  weigh  there.  1 

7567.  Would  you  pay  a small  charge  to  support  it? — Certainly, 
badly  killed  7°U  °V<3r  CUt  a P‘S  f°r  measles  ?~ We  cut  to  trY  for  measles,  or  if  the  pig  was 
7569.  Do  you  mark  the  pig  ? — Yes. 

H*veyou  ever  heard  of  persons  scoring  a pig,  and  then  saying  he  must  cut  so 
much  for  measles,  and  if  the  seller  objects,  throwing  up  the  pig,  and  then  no  one  else  will 
buy  the  pig  ? — I do  not  know  any  cases  of  the  kind  here. 

gJd  of ';tW<rald  yoa  be  “ favour  of  ha,!ns  an  ■“Vector  for  pork  ?_Yes ; I should  be  very 
Henry  Wright  examined. 

J2«  your  occuPation  1 am  weighmaster  at  the  pork  market. 

;££?•  fy,7bom  were  you  appointed  ?— By  Mr.  Boyd,  the  seneschal. 
l.LZ'  t ■ tbe  Pork  weighed  at  the  market?— It  is  not ; scarcely  half  of  it 
l0‘5-  Is  it  an  enclosed  market  ?— It  is  a yard,  off  the  street. 

7576.  What  is  your  charge  for  weighing  ? — Fourpence. 

7577.  Do  you  keep  the  receipts  yourself  ?— I do. 

HI!'  I017  raa.n>’  P‘SS  <lid  fa"  weigh  last  year  ? — I suppose  1,600. 

<579.  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — I do. 

a JSt i70Ur  SJSt°“  °f  weighing?  Down  weight,  to  the  pound,  and  eleven  pounds 
are  taken  ofl  for  taro,  except  upon  a wot  day,  when  twelve  pounds  are  taken.  ^ 

the  112  p?undPs  Wei’011®  7 tll<!  l0"E  120  P»ands,  and  you  weigh  by 

7582.  Do  you  give  a ticket?— Only  when  it  is  called  for. 
half  lLCan  “v,  P™"8  Ptortf„for  themselves  ?-Ho ; the  buyers  who  come  here  generally 
have  porters  with  them,  who  follow  them  from  one  market  to  another,  and  get  Id  a bag 
bUying,be-°nging  t°tbe  town  SIVC  me  5d  and  1 employ  porters  ; but  those  from 
other  places  only  give  me  4d,  because  they  bring  the  porters  with  them. 

75S4.  Do  you  keep  a staff  ? — No  ; I enter  every  thing  myself. 

if®?-  5°  y0U  keep  ? book  ?—I  d.°  ; and  enter  the  names  and  the  weight. 

(58b.  Do  you  ever  bring  the  weight  for  short  hundreds  into  long  hundreds?— I do  if 
the  farmers  require  me.  ° ’ 

pound7  m'at  WmlM  bri"S  7°Ur  “CalCS  fr°m  BtaDdi,1S  beam  to  down  weight  ?— About  one 

!f  “P’S  «"V  weighs  one  hundred-weight,  will  a man  lose  twelve  pounds  upon  a 
wet  day  ? — He  will,  or  if  it  weighs  only  three-quarters.  1 

7589.  ^hat  is  the  average  weight  of  a pig? — About  one  hundred-weight  and  a half ; we 
had  a pig  last  ikursday  which  weighed  over  four  hundred-weight. 
does90'  ThC”  * mim  l0S°S  “P°“  “ av01'aSc  eight  pounds  to  every  hundred-weight.  ?k~He 

have  hearf”!  some6™1  heard  °f  fl'aUdS  practised  “ P*ato  weighing?— Hot  many;  but  I 

cl59!'  v!7°;,  eT  kT™  pig;  lowered  in  price  for  measles,  where  there  was  no  real 
n 0t  .tb,e  ast  .tbreo  or  four  years  ; but  I have  known  such  cases. 

7j9J.  Can  a pig  be  easily  sold  with  a mark  put  on  it  ? — I have  seen  a measly  pig  which 
would  not  be  taken  by  one  man,  sold  to  another  man  within  the  last  month,  sold  for  more 
than  it  was  worth,  but  it  was  because  the  man  was  not  a judge  of  it.  I am  very  often  called 
upon  myself  to  decide  between  buyer  and  seller. 

Mr.  James  Thomas  Stephens  examined. 

7594.  Do  you  live  in  Nevvry? — I do.  Mr. 

£re  y°U  *n  *b°  bu^er  *rade  ? — I have  been  this  year. 

y°u  buy  in  the  public  market  or  at  your  own  stores?— I huy  at  both. 

7o97.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a public  market,  with  a sworn  inspector,  where  it  would 
be  compulsmy  to  have  butter  weighed,  inspected,  and  sold  ?— I would,  and  have  the  firkins 
7 s?ra®  resPonsible  person,  such  as  the  inspector  of  a public  market. 
firkin9?8’  t 0Ul1y°"be  7 .favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions  except  the  actual  tare  of  the 
nrian  r I would,  if  the  firkins  were  weighed  and  branded  by  some  responsible  person. 
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William  Murphy  examined. 

7599  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I keep  the  potato  markot,  , 

7600.  By  whom  were  you  appointed  ?-By  Mr.  Henry,  agent  to  the  proprietor,  about 

7601.  Is  the  market  enclosed  ? — It  is  in  the  open  street. 

7602.  Is  there  a market-house  ? — There  is 

7603.  How  many  beams  and  scales  are  there  .'’—Only  one. 

7604  What  is  your  scale  of  charges?— One  penny  a bag,  independent  ot  tne  weight. 

7605  How  do  you  weigh  ?— Standing  beam,  with  five  pound  weights. 

7606’  Do  you  make  any  deductions  from  the  gross  weight  ?— None. 

7607’  Do  you  tare  the  empty  sack  ?— No  ; 1 deduct  five  pounds  for  the  bag,  and  seven 
pounds  for  the  sack,  if  the  parties  are  agreed;  and  if  not,  take  the  actual  weight. 

7608.  Do  you  get  much  to  do  ? — Not  a great  deal. 

7609-  What  were  your  receipts  last  year  ? — I think  about  £7  ; but  1 keep  no  book. 

7610.  Do  you  account  to  any  one  for  the  receipts  ?—Nc. 

7611.  Are  potatoes  sold  everyday  in  the  week?— No;  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and 

^76 1 2 ^To  whom  do  the  scales  belong? — To  the  trustees. 

7613.  Do  you  weigh  any  thing  else  besides  potatoes?— A little  oats,  mostly  from  jobbers 

making;  meal  for  themselves.  , T 

7614.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing? — Four  pounds  is  the  lowest  weight  1 use. 

7615.  What  is  the  average  weight  of  a draught? — About  two  hundred-weight. 

7616’  What  quantity  of  oats  did  you  weigh  last  year  ?— Perhaps  three  tons. 

7617.  Is  there  a public  weigh-bridge  here?— No;  there  is  a private  one,  kept  by  Mr. 
Stewart. 

Mr.  James  Fagan  examined. 

7619.  Can^^giveVs* any  Information  as  to  the  patent  under  which  the  market  is  held  ? 

—The  Kilmurry  family  are  the  patentees. 

7620  Are  the  new  fairs  authorized  by  patent?— I cannot  tell. 

7621  What  markets  are  there?— The  Kilmurry  family  went  to  a great  deal  of  expenso 
in  buddiuo-  markets.  There  was  a butter  market  which  is  now  closed  up. 

7622.  Why  is  it  closed  up?— The  buyers  and  sellers  did  not  go  there.  The  butter 
market  covers  half  an  acre  of  ground. 

7623.  Who  is  the  present  weighmaster  .'—Mr.  iinox. 

7624.  Is  he  one  of  the  trustees  ? — He  is.  , , 

7625.  Are  there  any  other  markets ?— The  pork  market,  the  potato  market;  there  was 
a corn  and  flax  market,  but  it  is  closed. 

7626.  Are  they  still  available? — They  are.  . , , . 

7627.  Are  they  all  in  one  part  of  the  town?— No  ; but  there  is  only  a short  distance 

Inhere  a meat  market?— The  late  Lord  Kflmuny  rented  apiece  of  ground  for 
the  purpose,  for  which  £30  a-year  is  now  paid  by  lease  lor  over,  and  it  is  now  dosed  up. 

7629  In  the  event  of  a general  market,  requiring  tho  proprietors  to  give  proper  accom- 
modation, and  obliging  all  parties  to  make  use  of  the  market,  would  the  Kilmurry  family 

provide  accommodation? — They  would.  n +1  ™ 9 Tt  tvahI/1 

7630.  Would  the  space  be  sufficiently  large  for  weighing  all  the  coin  . It  would. 


Mr.  James  Morton  examined. 

574. 

Mr.  James  Morton.  Where  do  you  reside? — Four  miles  and  a half  from  this. 

7632’  Do  you  sell  flax  ? — I do ; but  not  in  this  town.  I think  it  would  be  a great  improve- 
ment if  the  market  commenced  at  a certain  hour  in  the  morning,  say  ten  o’clock,  and 
stopped  at  a certain  hour. 

76'33.  In  fact  you  would  put  flax  in  the  same  list  as  all  other  produce  f—Y  es ; 1 think 
it  would  be  a great  improvement.  . .c  , e 

7634  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions,  and  having  an  uniform  system  of 
dealing’?— Decidedly ; I think  it  would  be  better  to  have  fourteen  pounds  to  the  stone  of 
flax,  instead  of  sixteen  pounds  and  a quarter,  as  at  present. 

7635  Is  flax  weighed  standing  beam? — No,  a turn  ot  the  scale. 

7636  Do  they  weigh  with  less  than  one  pound  ?— Every  stone  is  weighed  separate. 
7(537'  Would  the  farmers  be  satisfied  to  pay  a small  charge  tor  the  support  of  a general 

market  ?— I think  they  would. 


TANDERAGEE, 
ith  January,  1853. 

575! 

Mr.  H.  J.  Torter. 


Tanderagee,  January  4,  1853. 
Mr.  Henry  John  Porter  examined. 


7638.  Do  you  reside  at  Tanderagee  ? — 1 do. 

7639-  You  are  agent  to  the  Duke  of  Manchester? — I am. 

7640  When  was  the  patent  granted  authorizing  the  fairs  and  markets  here  l— 
•28th  of  December,  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  James  I-,  dated  at  Dublin. 

7641  What  does  that  patent  grant?— The  holding  ot  a market  and  lair. 


On 


the 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


575. 

Mr.  IT.  J.  Porter. 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE.  341 

7642.  On  what  day  ?— Wednesday,  the  market;  and  a fair  upon  the  5th  of  July  and  5th  TAN  DEE  AGEE, 

of  November,  with  a right  to  levy  toll,  and  a court  of  pie  poudre.  uh  January,  1803. 

7643.  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  the  year? — Two  old  fairs;  and  there  were  monthly 
fairs  attempted,  but  they  did  not  prove  successful. 

7644.  When  were  they  established  ?— The  attempt  was  made  about  thirteen  or  fourteen 
years  ago,  and  they  went  on  for  some  time.  We  raised  some  money  by  subscription  to  give 
premiums  to  induce  people  to  go  there;  but  we  finally  gave  up  the  attempt,  because  it 
rather  injured  the  old  fairs. 

7645.  Did  you  get  any  new  patent  for  them? — We  did  not. 

7640.  Are  they  now  published  in  the  Almanac? — They  are  not. 

7047.  Is  the  Duke  of  Manchester  the  present  proprietor  and  patentee  of  the  market? 

7648S  Are  tolls  charged  at  the  market?— No ; they  were  abandoned  upwards  of  twenty- 
five  years  ago  ; there  was  an  universal  opposition  got  up  in  the  north  of  Ireland  to  tolls  ; 
and  at  length  the  proprietors  of  the  different  estates  thought  it  more  prudent  to  give 

7649?' Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place?— Not  regularly  enclosed,  beyond  the  stalls 

fOr7650°  Where  is  the  corn  sold  ?— In  the  public  streets,  and  weighed  at  the  stores  of  the 

bU7G51.  Where  is  the  flax  sold  ?— Also  in  the  public  streets. 

7652  You  have  no  market-house  or  enclosed  market-place  in  the  town  ?— hone. 

7653.  Have  you  a public  weighmaster  ?— We  have  a man  who  acts  as  public  weighmaster, 
and  charges  the  usual  fees.  , „ . , , 

7654  Appointed  by  the  Duke  of  Manchester?— Yes,  the  former  weighmaster  was,  and 
his  son  continues  to  act.  He  returns  to  me  the  produce  of  his  receipts,  and  we  allow  him 
a per  centage  upon  the  net  proceeds. 

7655.  Has  he  ever  been  sworn?— He  has  not.  . . . „ 

7656.  How  many  public  beams  and  scales  are  there  ? — There  is  one  for  pork,  one  for  beef, 

7657.  Does  the  one  man  superintend  both  scales? — He  does ; he  keeps  a deputy  at  each 

**7658.  Where  is  flax  weighed?— At  the  private  stores. 

7659.  Has  the  weighmaster  a scale  of  charges  ? — I believe  he  has. 

7660.  Have  you  a wcigli-bridge  ? — Yes. 

7661.  Erected  by  the  Duke  of  Manchester?— Yes. 

7662.  Is  it  under  the  superintendence  of  the  same  man  ? — No  ; under  the  superinten- 
dence of  another  man. 

7663.  Does  he  make  a charge  ?— Yes ; 3d.  for  every  draught.  . 0 „ 

7664.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  of  the  town  weighed  at  the  public  scales.  Hay 

and  straw  are  generally  weighed  there.  ,,  , 

7665  Is  there  a butter  market?— A man  rents  a house  here,  and  has  two  or  three  places, 
which  were  intended  for  butchers’  stalls,  fitted  up  for  the  purpose ; and  persons  pay  rent  for 
them,  and  weigh  in  their  own  scales. 

7666.  It  is  not  compulsory  to  make  use  of  it? — Certainly  not. 

nil.  Is  much  com  sold  here  in  the  year?_Very  little  We  had  rather  a good  market 
some  years  back,  hut  it  went  down  in  consequence  of  a large  null  m the  neighbourhood 
being  burned.  We  have  perhaps  thirty  or  forty  loads  in  the  market  day  for  portion  of  the  year. 

T668.  How  is  corn  weighed?— By  the  112  pounds ; two  pounds  beamage  deducted  upon 
everv  draught,  and  the  sacks  are  weighed,  and  the  tare  deducted. 

7669.  Standing  beam  or  down  weight  ?— The  scales  must  bump  the  ground  twice  , but  if 
you  "O  to  buy  bran  at  the  same  place  it  is  weighed  as  nice  as  a guinea. 

76*70.  Do  they  weigh  to  the  pound? — No  less  weight  than  two  pounds. 

7671.  What  would  bring  the  scale  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight  ?— Perhaps,  one 

^°7672  Then  there  may  be  three  pounds  lost  on  every  draught? — There  may. 

7673’  Do  they  pay  for  odd  pounds  ?— In  paying  for  any  quantity  under  fourteen  pounds, 
the  next  lowest  even  price  is  paid.  If  the  grain  were  10*.  a hundred-weight,  the  price  paid 

would  be  only  lri  for  odd  pounds.  . ~ 

7674  Is  there  any  charge  made  in  private  for  weighing  or  foi  porteiaae  . IS  one. 

7675  Is  there  a public  scale  for  weighing  gram  ?— There  is  not. 

astheeorn?-No;  they  weigh  them 

nl?6M  “iHu'buttTSm  the  town  f-There  is,  but  not  much.  There  was  a great 
i nt  wo  i«i f for  the  last  ei°iit  or  ten  years  there  has  been  chiefly  only  fresh  buttei. 

679.^  Yoi have ^reXefmSet-pLe,  or  inspector  ?-Ho ; butter  is  sold  in  the 


rmblic  streets,  and  weighed  at  the  merchants’ stores.  _ 

* 7680  Do  the  buyers  inspect,  weigh,  and  fix  the  price  themselves . They  do. 
icsf  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  tatter /-ThejSAm  r^ 


7680.  Do  the  buyers  inspect,  weigh 

Sr.Mmht  It  has  been  known,  that  people  have  agreed  with  the  maker  of  the  frkm,  to  make 
ftTntrira ^wofght!wUcli  is  a fraud  between  the  seller  of  the  butter  and  the  cooper  who 
makes  the  cask. 
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TAN DE  K AG  EE , 
4th  January,  1853. 

575. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Porter. 


EourteeifpoS  **  WeigI,s  lwelTe  pomlds  fl'esl1’  "*at  does  the  cooper  brand  it  ?_ 

7683.  Do  the  buyers  pay  for  over  seven  pounds  ?— They  do  not 

7684.  Does  the  buyer  charge  for  weighing  or  inspection  ?— That  depends  npon  the 

arrangement  made  with  the  seller.  * 

76’85.  Was  there  ever  a butter  market  hero  under  the  52nd  of  George  HI.?— There  was 
a butter  market  here  some  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago. 

J5®®-  J?-id  ?16  wfighmaster  receive  compensation  upon  the  repeal  of  the  Act?— Never. 
J7/  * * “ the  SJ,Stem  .?f.wei§'binS  rolls  of  butter  ?_There  is  a deduction  of  one 
pound  101  tWent*Y  P°Unds  untd  14  comes  t0  ten  pounds,  and  then  the  deduction  is  half  a 

7688.  Is  it  weighed  standing  beam? — No;  down  weight. 

7689.  Is  it  weighed  to  the  pound? — It  is. 

7690.  It  must  be  one  pound  down  weight  or  nothing? — It  must. 

7691.  What  does  it  take  to  bring  the  scale  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight?— It 

would  take  six  ounces  at  the  very  least.  I have  to  make  a remark  upon  that  subject.  If  a 
person  is  selling  a roll  of  butter,  and  that  a dispute  occurs  with  the  buyer,  the  buyer  will 
sometimes  try  the  butter  and  disfigure  it ; then,  when  it  is  put  into  the  scales,  and  if  the 
Sm,dw,I10iTiSree  *°  the  Frwe\  ho  raay  take  t0  anotIler  buyer;  but,  as  soon  as  he  secs 
butter  S’  n " tT7’  ■ y0U  h",e  beei>  % some  other  person ; I will  not  have  this 

they  w,R  ™t  look  a7it.18  “ mderstandm«  botwoen  buyers,  ‘bat  » butter  is  disfigured 

1S  flaX  Sold  ? — tbe  stone  of  sixteen  and  a-quarter  pounds. 
io'JJ.  Is  the  quarter  pound  beamage  ? — It  is. 

7ff,49  Suppose  there  were  sixteen  and  a-quarter  pounds  standing  beam,  would  it  be 
-sea  ( — it  must  be  down  weight. 

TWo,1?ld  i4  takf  mother  quarter  to  bring  down  the  scale?— No,  about  ten  ounces. 

1 696.  Is  all  flax  made  up  by  the  stone  ?— It  is. 

stores7’  Wher° 18  lk  S°ld  In  the  StreetS)  and  the  wcioht  is  checked  at  the  buyers’  private 

1)0  the,bu^S  charge  for  weighing?— A halfpenny  a stone  for  the  house  where 
ches ter Wl?Sr  “i a St°je4 ,a  few hundred  ?ards  from  this,  which  the  Duke  of  Man- 

7fiQQ  Fa  f j? n°  y?arly»  a°d  tbe  rent  is  paid  half  a dozen  times  over  by  the  farmers. 
21  600 at™  3?  60  d here  in  the  ?~0n  the  17th  of  November,  there  were 

tJ16?  °*  dax  scdd>  and  there  were  two  large  markets  since 

the  !3m0  cbarge  be  made  ? It 

foSmSSS  ylan®6  “ ‘ a market-day?-Ithinkone  hundred  tone  on  a market-day, 

-I702,  Ti'°"  *•  ®*™'8  m i960  a-year  for  stores?— They  do.  There  is  another 
guevance  from  which  the  people  here  suffer  very  much.  There  are  people  called  jobbers 
theV  In?  ‘ f”d  buy  se™fnl  Ioads  of  a"d  if  they  cannot  sell  it  Aver  again  at  1 profit. 

reSs  tie  m.°-S?mt6  d?P?te  Wlth  the  S/ller’  a°d  *hffll  throw  tho  "P°“  bis  hands.  It 
requires  two  magistrates  to  hear  a case  of  the  land,  and  they  can  only  fine  the  party  10s 

■TS  «b.William  W,  sec.  11,  and  a man  may  iL  his  whVdayLihatwwy. 
mahhfssold  btfi  TngS  °{ /'"I”?  occllrrcnce  ? — They  are.  Sometimes,  too,  when  a 

™inubefol lfhe  m?e,  ? hlghe,r  buT«' he  wm  seI1  « oyer  again,  and  then  it  requires 
for  the  Wfi t S tb  maSf  rat®.  *he  man  can  be  only  fined  10*.  In  forming  an  Act 
very  dedrable.  ^ * ’ some  Provis,on  for  buyer  and  seller  in  that  respect  would  be 

penalties  summarily  recovered  for  frauds 

a day  bJ  lt0  ]arge8‘  b“yer  “ 

770-’  Snat  d0<;S  lle  pay  for  bis  stores?— Six  pounds  a-year. 

7708  Thk  rnn  m ‘T8®  £rice  of  ?ax  Six  P°unds  in  town  would  be  a low  average. 
770Q  wh!  -fc45e  ala[ge  !law  market?— ^ is  the  best  in  the  north  of  Ireland. 
crane  9'  Vh  1S  the  pork  sold  ?~[t  1S  sold  in  tbe  public  streets,  and  weighed  at  the  public 

there'  I?™  ^ ?~U  ia  tle  Dllll8'B  riglrt  t,Iat  H ‘hmld  h°  ™«lmd 

ownicales  fnWf'£  0,dtl’Cre'  but  011  other  days  people  weigh  it  at  their 

Zirt  hmdredP  k u f?  ,by  tie  i™*  bundred-weight  of  120  pounds,  and  weighed  by  the 
Zwet  dai,  dT’gfl  °n- : 1 2 pmnis-  “d  eIevon  Pounds  deducted  for  head  and  feet,  except 
on  wet  days,  when  there  is  one  pound  more  taken.  P 

7lll.  Do  they  weigh  down  weight?— They  do 

7712.  To  the  pound?— Yes.  ' 

th?  monel¥b,aZhrge?  S?  fade  ?.~7Tw0  Ponce  &r  drying,  3d.  for  the  public-house  where 

Sssc^fg!  oach  pis-  The  bu?er  dcdMt8  the  whok  “ 

seZoi!  abTnfsSonls  ‘ S°U  lMr°  ” tl°  ye”  ?~T  tIli,lk  about  forly  pigs  a day  duri”S tb8 

thersl1ieS?.i6igb,m“Ste‘;d0eS  n0t,ta!Ie  tbe  reductions  at  aB  into  consideration  ?-No ; 

771  r uht  ways  hung  °n  the  beam- 

• How  do  they  manage  the  bringing  from  short  hundred-weights  into  long?— If  the 
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buyer  happens  to  be  a fraudulent  person,  and  wishes  to  take  an  advantage,  he  can  act  in 
this  way.  Suppose  the  pig  weighs  two  hundred-weight  two  quarters  and  twenty-three 
pounds,  there  are  eleven  pounds  deducted,  which  leave  two  hundred-weight  two  quarters 
and  twelve  pounds. 

7717.  Is  that  done  by  the  weighmaster? — It  is  done  by  the  buyer.  Then  two  hundred- 
weight two  quarters  and  twelve  pounds,  are  turned  by  the  weighmaster  into  short  weight ; 
then,  to  ascertain  the  price,  the  buyer  should  bring  it  into  long  hundred-weights,  but  he 
deducts ; eight  pounds  is  deducted  from  every  short  hundred-weight,  that  is,  twenty  pounds 
from  two  hundred-weight  two  quarters  and  twelve  pounds,  which  leaves  two  hundred- weight 
one  quarter  and  twenty  pounds.  Now  an  ignorant  man  would  not  question  this;  but,  in 
fact,  ho  loses  so  much ; and  that  it  has  been  done  frequently,  there  cannot  be  a doubt.  If 
the  deductions  were  made  from  the  long  weight  it  would  be  all  right,  but  when  it  is  made 
from  the  short  weight,  the  seller  loses  so  much.  I do  not  say  it  is  done  in  every  case,  but  it 
is  certainly  done  in  some  cases. 

7718.  What  is  the  average  price? — Forty-seven  shillings  last  Wednesday. 

771!).  Then  a man  may  lose  6s.  3d.  on  every  pig? — He  may.  There  is  another  point 
which  I would  like  to  mention.  In  buying  a pig,  suppose  it  weighed  two  hundred-weight 
twenty-nine  pounds,  and  is  bought  at  39s.  1 Id.,  the  two  hundred-weight  are  paid  for  at  39s. 
1 1 d.,  and  the  odd  pounds,  at  an  even  price  of  3ld.  per  pound,  which  would  be  35s.  a hundred- 
weight for  the  odd  pounds.  The  calculations  are  very  difficult.  There  was  one  of  the 
schoolboys,  who  learned  mental  arithmetic  at  our  school,  who  made  a very  fair  income  some 
years  ago,  by  getting  a halfpenny  from  each  farmer  for  making  up  the  calculations  for  them. 
There  is  one  other  matter  which  I should  like  to  mention.  There  was  a combination  here 
between  some  persons  who  called  themselves  pork  merchants,  and  they  fixed  before  the 
market  commenced  the  price  every  day  that  they  would  give,  and  no  one  of  them  would 
exceed  the  others.  If  any  man  came  in  and  raised  the  price,  they  would  then  go  beyond 
him  and  give  an  exorbitant  price,  so  as  to  drive  every  other  dealer  out  of  the  market,  even 
by  giving  a losing  price  themselves,  and  thus  keep  the  market  all  to  themselves. 

7720.  Does  that  system  exist  among  all  the  buyers  ? — No  ; there  are  some  independent 
buyers  in  no  way  connected  with  the  matter.  There  is  also  a trick  here  : persons  will  score 
a pig,  and  then  say  that  it  is  measly ; and  if  he  refuses  to  submit  to  an  abatement  in  the  price 
and  takes  it  elsewhere,  every  one  will  know  his  pig  has  been  rejected  elsewhere. 

7721.  That  is  a great  disadvantage  ? — Of  course  it  is. 

7722.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  some  party  to  decide  between  the  buyer  and 
seller  ? — I would  ; at  present  there  is  no  criterion  by  which  to  judge  what  deductions  should 
be  made  in  such  cases. 

7723.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  an  enclosed  market-square, 
proper  accommodation,  and  sworn  weighmasters,  where  all  agricultural  produce  should  be 
sold  and  weighed  ?— Most  decidedly ; I think  it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  the  farmers. 

7721.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  would  object  to  pay  a small  charge  to  support  such  a 
market  ? — I do  not  think  they  would  ; I think  when  they  would  know  that  they  had  a cer- 
tain protection  they  would  be  willing  to  pay  a certain  sum. 

7725.  Would  yon  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country,  and  buy  everywhere  by  the  stone  or  by  the  hundred-weight,  whichever  was  consi- 
dered the  most  convenient  ? — Decidedly  ; I think  the  hundred-weight  would  be  the  best 
mode  of  calculation,  but  I would  yield  to  the  opinion  of  any  person  more  experienced. 

7726.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions,  weigh  to  the  pound,  and  pay 
the  farmers  for  what  they  have  ? — I would  ; I think  it  would  be  an  advantage  both  to  the 
farmer  and  to  the  merchant ; the  farmer  would  understand  what  he  was  getting,  and  the 
buyers  could  regulate  their  prices. 

7727-  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  market  opening  and  closing  at  a certain  hour? — I 
think  it  would  be  desirable 

7728.  Of  course  you  would  have  the  charge  nothing  more  than  would  be  sufficient  to 
support  such  a market  respectably  ? — Certainly ; nothing  more. 

7729-  You  would  have  heavy  penalties  for  fraud  upon  the  part  of  either  buyers  or  sellers  ? 
— Certainly. 

7730.  How  are  potatoes  weighed  here  ? — By  the  hundred- weight  of  1 12  pounds  ; persons 
bring  their  own  scales  and  weigh  them. 

7731.  Is  not  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  stores  an  objectionable  one? — I think  it 
is ; public  scales  would  be  much  better. 

7732.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  all  butter  should  be  inspected  and  weighed 
by  a sworn  inspector  and  weighmaster,  before  sale  ? — I think  it  would. 

Mathew  Guy  examined. 

7733.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  weighmaster. 

7734.  By  whom  were  you  appointed? — My  brother  holds  the  office,  and  I transact  the 
business  for  him  ; my  father, held  the  office  previously. 

7735.  Do  you  account  to  Mr.  Pate  for  your  receipts? — I account  to  my  brother,  and  he 
accounts  to  Mr.  Pate. 

7736.  How  many  scales  have  you  ? — Three ; one  for  pork,  one  for  meat,  and  one  for  tow. 

7737.  What  arc  your  charges  ? — Three-pence  each  pig ; butter  is  weighed  in  a box  of  two 
hundred-weight  or  three  hundred-weight,  and  I charge  2 d.  each  box. 

7738.  In  what  do  you  weigh  it? — In  the  meat  scales. 
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7739.  What  do  you  charge  for  meat  ? — Four-pence  a carcass,  but  it  is  frequently  resisted. 

7740.  What  for  tow? — One  penny  for  a hundred-weight  of  fourteen  stone. 

7741.  Do  you  weigh  anything  else ? — Nothing  more. 

7742.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  pork  ? — Down  weight,  with  one  pound  weights, 
aud  eleven  pounds  deducted  off  each  pig. 

7743.  What  would  it  take,  with  a pig  of  two  hundred- weight,  to  bring  your  scales  from 
standing  beam  to  down  weight? — About  one  pound  weight. 

7744.  Then  the  seller  may  lose  twelve  pounds  weight? — Yes — thirteen  pounds  on  a 
wet  day. 

7745.  Do  you  give  a ticket? — I give  the  seller  a ticket,  and  it  is  entered  in  the  book, 
and  the  buyer  gets  a list. 

7746.  Could  you  tell,  from  your  book,  the  number  of  pigs  weighed  every  day  for  the  last 

year? — I could.  « 

7747.  How  do  you  weigh  tow  ? — Seventeen  pounds  to  the  stone,  that  is,  sixteen  pounds, 
aud  ten  pounds  to  the  hundred- weight — allowance. 

7748.  Do  you  weigh  corn  ? — Very  little. 

7749.  How  do  you  weigh  it? — Standing  beam,  and  two  pounds  to  the  draught. 

7750.  How  do  you  weigh  butter? — With  a cast  of  the  beam,  and  five  pounds  off  the 
firkin. 

7751.  Suppose  a firkin  weighed  two  quarters  nineteen  pounds,  what  would  you  call  it 
net? — Two  quarters. 

Patrick  Hogan  examined. 

7752.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a cooper. 

7753.  Do  you  make  the  butter-firkins  ? — I do. 

7754.  Do  you  brand  the  weight  on  them  ? — Yes. 

7755.  Where  do  you  weigh  them  ? — In  the  scales  in  my  own  shop. 

7756.  What  do  you  charge  for  weighing  ? — I do  not  charge ; I weigh  them  before  selling 
them. 

7757.  Suppose  a firkin  when  fresh  weighed  twelve  pounds,  what  would  you  brand  it  ? — 
The  firkins  must  be  fourteen  pounds  weight. 

7758.  But  if  it  weighed  twelve  pounds  what  would  you  brand  it? — I would  brand  it 
twelve  pounds,  but  I make  them  fourteen  pounds. 

7759.  Would  it  not  make  sixteen  pounds  when  the  butter  is  in  ? — Many  of  them  do  not 
soak  one  and  a-lialf  pound. 

7760.  Do  you  make  many  firkins  ? — I do. 

Mr.  Patrick  M‘  Connell  examined. 

7761.  Do  you  reside  in  Tanderagee? — I do. 

7762.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market? — Quite  so. 

7763.  And  if  the  proprietor  provided  proper  accommodation,  would  you  protect  him  in 
his  rights,  and  make  it  compulsory  to  weigh  there  ? — Unquestionably. 

7764.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  would  object  to  pay  a small  toll  to  support  such  a mar- 
ket ? — I am  sure  they  would  not. 

7765.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the  whole 
country  ? — I would. 

7766.  And  buy  everywhere  by  the  stone  ? — Yes. 

7767-  Abolishing  all  deductions? — Decidedly. 

7768.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  market  begin  and  close  at  a certain  hour? 
— Yes ; I think  it  would  be  well  to  close  at  a certain  hour,  to  give  facilities  to  all  parties  to 
go  home  to  their  business,  and  to  the  merchants  to  make  up  their  accounts. 

7769.  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  that  you  could  get  the  proper  statistics  of  the 
country  in  such  a market,  and  not  have  the  difficulty  which  wc  had  to-day  to  find  the 
average  quantity,  price,  and  amount  of  all  articles  sold  in  the  market  ? — I think  it  would 
be  very  desirable,  and  it  would  be  the  duty  of  Government  to  have  it  done,  if  possible. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  forestalling,  which  has  been  alluded  to,  I beg  leave  to 
observe,  that  when  eggs  and  poultry  are  being  brought  in,  parties  go  out  and  catch  the 
sellers  coming  into  town,  and  buy  them  there,  and  carry  them  away  ; so  that  the  general 
buyers,  that  is,  the  townspeople,  very  often  cannot  get  any. 

7770.  Are  the  eggs  and  fowl  sold  in  the  public  streets  ? — There  is  no  regular  place  for 
them. 

7771.  Is  it  the  want  of  a regular  market  which  occasions  the  system  of  forestalling  ? — 
To  a great  extent  it  is. 


Portadown,  January  5,  1853. 

Mr.  John  Obins  Woodhouse  examined. 

7772.  Do  you  reside  in  Portadown  ? — I do ; I am  seneschal  of  the  town,  and  chairman 
of  the  Town  Commissioners. 

7773.  When  were  you  appointed? — Upon  the  1st  of  October,  1845,  by  the  Duke  of 
Manchester. 

7774.  Are  you  chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners  for  this  year? — lam;  and  have 
been  for  the  last  five  years. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


345 


• 7775.  Are  you  aware  under  wliat  patent  the  markets  are  held  ? — They  are  held  by  virtue 
of  a charter  dated  the  13th  of  July,  1632,  in  the  7th  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
First,  which  was  what  is  called  a renewal  patent,  granting  to  Prudence  Obins  and  her  son 
John,  a market  on  the  Saturday  of  every  week,  and  two  fairs  annually;  to  be  held  upon 
the  1st  of  November,  and  one  day  following;  and  upon  the  Monday  after  Pentecost,  and 
one  day  following. 

7776.  Is  the  Duke  of  Manchester  now  the  representative  of  the  original  patentees,  and 
the  proprietor  of  the  fairs  and  markets? — He  is. 

7777.  Docs  the  patent  grant  a right  of  toll  ? — It  does,  and  a court  of  pie  poudre. 

7778.  Are  the  markets  now  held  upon  the  days  mentioned  in  the  patent? Yes;  for  a 

long  time  I recollect  the  markets  being  held  on  Monday ; but  they  are  now  back  again  to 
the  day  mentioned  in  the  patent. 

777!).  Are  the  fairs  held  upon  the  days  mentioned? — We  have  more  fairs  than  those 
mentioned  ; we  have  a monthly  fair  upon  the  third  Saturday  of  every  month,  and  we  have 
an  Easter  Monday  fair;  the  November  fair,  granted  in  the  old  patent,  has  fallen  into 
disuse. 

7780.  Are  any  of  the  new  fairs  held  under  patents? — Not  that  I know  of;  we  claim 
them  now  by  prescription,  as  they  have  been  beyond  the  memory  of  man ; there  was 
some  dispute  about  the  holding  of  these  fairs  for  the  sale  of  cattle,  for  I conceive  that  is 
the  difference  between  a common  market  and  a fair ; but  whatever  litigation  there  was,  the 
fairs  are  still  held. 

7781.  Have  they  been  held  for  the  last  twenty  years? — Long  beyond  that  period. 

7782.  Arc  tolls  paid  at  the  markets  here?— No;  there  are  no  tolls  paid;  I recollect 
tolls  being  levied  here,  and  there  was  a great  deal  of  litigation  in  this  part  of  the  country 
about  tolls ; and  there  was  a great  deal  of  rioting  and  disturbance,  until,  for  the  peace  of 
the  county,  it  was  thought  better  to  give  up  the  tolls  ; we  have  still  a demise  of  the  tolls, 
and  wo  might  proceed  under  it.  but  we  do  not  think  it  prudent  to  attempt  to  levy  them. 

7783.  llow  many  years  have  they  been  abandoned  ? — I suppose  nearly  thirty  years ; 
a very  long  time. 

7784.  Does  the  Duke  of  Manchester  exercise  any  control  over  the  market?— No  ; it  is 
vested  in  the  trustees. 

7755.  How  did  it  pass  from  him  to  the  trustees?— It  was  vested  in  them  by  a lease 
dated  31st  March,  1*45,  from  the  Duke  of  Manchester,  to  John  0.  Woodhouse,  Thomas 
Donovan,  John  Shillington,  Thomas  Shillington,  and  Henry  John  Porter;  there  are  now 
four  of  them  alive,  Mr.  John  Shillington  being  dead. 

7756.  In  the  event  of  an  appointment  being  made,  who  has  the  power  to  make  it? — : 
We  have  all  the  right  w hich  the  Duke  has. 

7787.  For  what  purpose  was  that  lease  granted? — It  is  declared  in  the  lease  that  if 
there  arc  any  profits,  they  should  be  applied  for  public  purposes ; unfortunately,  shortly 
after  the  lease  was  granted,  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop  took  place,  and  the  market  was 
quite  unprofitable  for  the  first  two  or  three  years  ; however,  I am  glad  to  say  that  things 
are  changing  now,  and  for  the  last  year  there  has  been  a very  fair  return. 

7788.  What  is  the  rent  received  ? — Ten  pounds. 

7789-  Is  it  paid  ? — Certainly. 

7790.  From  what  do  the  profits  arise  ? — They  arise  from  two  cranes ; there  was  something 
paid  formerly  for  standings  in  the  streets,  but  it  is  not  paid  now. 

7791.  Are  the  rights  vested  for  ever  in  the  trustees? — No;  only  during  the  Duke’s 
lifetime. 

7792.  Is  there  an  enclosed  market-place  ? — None,  except  the  meat  market. 

7793.  Where  is  corn  sold  ? — In  the  open  streets. 

7794.  What  are  the  principal  articles  of  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town? — Corn 
of  all  descriptions,  pork,  butter,  flax,  potatoes,  green  crops,  live  pigs,  fowl,  and  eggs. 

4795.  Does  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  take  place  in  the  public  streets? — Yes. 

7796.  Where  is  it  weighed  ? — The  merchants  themselves  weigh  the  greater  part  of  the 
corn,  but  if  the  seller  pleases,  he  may  go  to  the  public  crane  and  get  it  weighed ; it  is 
optional. 

7797-  How  many  public  cranes  have  you? — Two  ; there  is  the  lower  public  crane,  where 
grain  is  weighed,  and  the  upper  public  crane,  for  pork. 

7798.  Is  there  a crane  in  the  meat  market  ? — Yes,  there  is. 

7799.  Is  there  a butter  and  flax  crane? — Latterly,  butter  has  been  sold  in  the  meat 
market,  and  some  of  the  sheds  are  used  by  people  who  buy  butter  there,  and  who  weigh 
it  themselves. 

7800.  Is  that  place  the  property  of  the  trustees? — No  ; the  pork  and  the  grain  cranes 
belong  to  the  trustees,  under  their  lease,  but  the  meat  market  belongs  to  a Market  Com- 
pany, a Company  formed  for  building  the  shambles. 

7801.  Under  the  Town  Commissioners  ?— No ; they  are  a separate  body,  composed  of 
shareholders. 

7802.  What  is  the  constitution  of  the  body? — In  September,  1829,  a Company  was 
formed  for  the  erection  of  shambles,  and  the  money  was  raised  by  shares.  The  Company 
wore  authorized  to  extend  their  operations  if  they  thought  proper  to  speculate  by  the  deed, 
as  far  as  they  legally  could.  They  hold  the  meat  market,  and  it  is  their  property. 

7803.  Have  you  a weighmaster  for  your  cranes? — We  have. 

7804.  Is  there  one  weighmaster  appointed  for  the  entire  town,  under  the  4th  of  Anne  ? 
—No. 

2 Y 
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7805.1  Merely  a man  employed  at  each  crane? — We  call  a man  named  John  Conn  the 
head  weighmaster. 

7806.  Was  he  appointed  by  the  trustees  ? — He  was,  and  by  the  Market  Company  too. 

7807-  Does  he  keep  a deputy  at  each  crane  ? — He  does. 

7808  Does  he  account  to  the  trustees  and  the  company  for  his  receipts  ? — He  does. 

7809-  And  receives  a fixed  salary  ? — He  receives  a certain  allowance,  and  the  receipts  of 
the  meat  market  are  returned  to  the  Company,  and  the  other  receipts  to  the  trustees  under 
the  lease. 

7810.  Is  he  sworn  ? — No. 

7811.  Is  flax  sold  in  the  public  streets? — It  is,  and  is  brought  made  up  in  bundles  to  the 
mills,  and  never  weighed  at  all,  unless  there  is  a desire  to  check  the  weight ; but  it  is 
generally  understood  that  the  bundles  are  taken  as  stones,  and  unless  some  person  raises  an 
objection,  the  buyers  will  take  it  for  granted. 

7812.  Have  the  buyers  stores  in  the  town? — Not  particularly  for  flax  that  I am  aware 
of.  Most  of  the  buyers  come  from  a distance.  They  store  the  flax  occasionally  hero. 

7813.  Where  are  potatoes  sold  ? — In  the  public  streets,  and  very  frequently  weighed  by 
the  parties  themselves. 

7814.  Where  is  butter  sold? — It  has  been  sold  latterly  at  some  of  the  stalls  in  the 
shambles,  and  the  buyers  there  weigh  it  themselves. 

7815.  Have  you  a fowl  and  egg  market  ? — There  is  a large  quantity  of  fowl  and  eggs 
sold  here  latterly,  but  they  are  sold  in  the  public  streets. 

7816.  Where  are  the  fairs  held  ? — The  cattle  fair  is  held  near  the  church,  and  upon  the 
roads  and  avenues  leading  to  it. 

7817.  In  the  public  street  ? — Y es. 

7818.  Is  there  no  enclosed  fair-green? — None. 

7819.  Do  you  not  consider  that  a great  inconvenience  to  the  buyers  and  sellers? — I 
myself  perhaps  would  rather  see  them  in  an  enclosed  place,  but  I know  that  there  are  a 
great  many  people  in  the  town  who  would  prefer  having  them  in  the  streets. 

7820.  What  would  the  buyers  and  sellers  prefer  ? — I am  inclined  to  think  the  merchants 
would  prefer  going  on  with  the  business  just  as  it  is  at  present. 

7821.  Do  you  think  the  public  thoroughfare  the  proper  place  for  holding  fairs? — It  is 
certainly  inconvenient.  I think  an  enclosed  place  would  be  better ; but  still,  at  the  same 
time,  there  is  always  a great  objection  in  this  town  to  any  thing  connected  with  the  removal 
of  the  markets. 

7822.  Could  you  give  any  idea  of  the  quantities  of  grain,  pork,  flax,  and  every  thing  else 
sold  in  this  town? — Yes;  we  have  prepared  a return  taken  from  the  united  opinions  of 
several  gentlemen  conversant  with  the  markets. 


Portadown  Market. — Return  of  Sales  in  Portadown  Markets  and  Fairs,  and  Trade  of  the  Town. 


*o.  of  Carts. 

Quantity. 

Valuo. 

Observations. 

Wheat,  .... 

400 

Tons. 

300 

£ 

3,000 

1.200 

This  is  about  the  average 

Oats, 

Barley  and  other  grain, 

300 

200 

sales  in  the  weekly  market 

70 

50 

300 

in  the  winter  months. 

Potatoes,  .... 

150 

100 

250 

Turnips,  .... 

- 

50 

30 

Fruit, 

- 

10 

60 

Butter,  .... 

100 

5 

400 

Pork, 

Live  pigs,  .... 

Pigs. 

600 

1,800 

- 

200 

100 

Butchers’  meat,  . 

Carcases. 

50 

250 

Flax 

60 

1,000 

Fowl  and  eggs, 

- 

_ 

150 

Other  articles, 

40 

- 

300 

Fairs. 

Black  cattle, 

1,120 

Head. 

500 

8,840 

2,500 

This  is  about  the  average 

Sheep,  .... 

100 

125 

sales  in  the  monthly  fairs. 

Goods  in  the  shops,  meal  and  "1 
flour  at  the  mills,  timber,  1 
coals,  iron,  and  other  mer-  | 

_ 

_ 

12,000 

This  is  supposed  to  be  the 
average  amount  of  the  ordi- 
nary weekly  trade  of  the 

chandize,  ] 

23,315 

town  all  the  year  round. 
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7823.  Is  grain  sold  here  by  the  barrel  or  by  the  hundred-weight  ?— It  is  sold  by  hundreds, 
quarters,  and  tons. 

7824.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a general  market,  with  proper  accommodation, 
in  which  all  agricultural  produce  should  be  sold  and  weighed? — Perhaps  it  would  be 
better  that  it  were  so  ; but  the  feeling  of  many  of  the  merchants  here  is  decidedly  against  it. 

7825.  Why  ? Because  the  market  is  enormously  large,  and  there  would  be  great  diffi- 

culty in  bringing  all  the  grain  and  every  thing  else  into  an  enclosed  place,  getting  it  weighed, 
and  bringing  it  back  again  to  the  merchants’  stores. 

7826.  But  it  is  done  in  much  larger  markets  ? — That  is  true ; I could  instance,  myself,  the 
case  of  Strabano  ; and  if  it  could  be  done  without  injury  to  this  market— 

7827.  The  alteration  could  be  no  injury  to  the  market,  for  we  are  talking  of  an  uniform 

system  ? That  would  certainly  take  away  a great  deal  of  the  objection.  I freely  admit, 

that  it  would  be  better  to  have  it  under  proper  regulations,  and  in  a proper  place,  than  in 
the  scattered  way  it  now  is.  The  objection  the  merchants  make  is  that  it  would  cause  delay. 

7828.  There  would  be  no  delay,  for  where  it  is  established  in  very  large  markets,  all  the 
grain  is  weighed  in  a very  short  space  of  time  ? — That  would  remove  the  chief  objection. 

7829.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  beginning  and  closing  at  a certain  hour  ? — Certainly  ; I 
have  attempted  it  several  times  here. 

7830.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ?«— Certainly  ; there  is  nothing  more  mischievous  and  embarrassing  to  trade  than 
different  systems  of  weights  and  measures.  I would  also  be  very  glad  to  see  the  system  of 
allowances  done  away  with. 

7831-  We  will  come  to  that.  In  such  a market,  do  you  think  the  fairest  system  would 
be  to  weigh  all  agricultural  produce  standing  beam,  to  the  pound,  and  abolish  all  deductions 
but  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack  or  firkin,  and  pay  the  farmer  for  what  he  has  ?— I 
am  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  very  beneficial  to  the  public.  With  regard  to  the  pork 
trade,  I find  that  pork  is  weighed  at  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  to  the  hundred-weight, 
and  eleven  pounds  are  taken  off  each  pig.  I find  also  that  the  buyer  charges  2d.  for 
weighing,  and  2d.  for  carrying,  and  2d.  for  the  house  ; I think  all  these  are  unfair  charges, 
and°that  the  farmers  should  not  be  subjected  to  any  thing  of  the  kind.  Buying  by  the 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds  appears  to  me  to  be  a humbug.  If,  as  is  stated,  the  sellers 
may  get  more  in  the  price,  still  it  is  only  trifling  with  and  impeding  business. 

7832.  Does  it  not,  at  least,  keep  up  a fictitious  price  ? — It  does  ; and  I am  bound  to  ob- 
serve that  the  unfortunate  farmers  have  quite  the  worst  of  it,  for  all  the  reductions  and 
stoppages  cut  in  favour  of  the  buyer.  I think  the  buyer  ought  to  be  prohibited  from  making 
any  charge  for  weighing  and  for  the  house,  which  is  charging  people  for  their  own  ofljees. 

7833.  Do  you  not  think  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  is  wrong,  as  it  offers  facilities 
for  fraud,  if  parties  choose  to  be  dishonest  ?— -I  admit  there  may  be  cases  of  fraud,  but  still 
I am  entitled  to  say,  on  behalf  of  the  merchants  of  Portadown,  that  there  has  been  no  com- 
plaints against  them  ; and  if  there  were  only  Portadown  to  be  regulated,  I think  that  part 
might  be  passed  over. 

7834.  But,  as  a principle,  would  not  public  scales,  under  sworn  weighmasters,  be  the 

fairest  test  ? Certainly  ; I must  of  course  consider  that  the  regulation  is  to  be  uniform,  and 

that  we  are  now  speaking  for  other  places  besides  this  ; and,  therefore,  I think  there  ought 
to  be  sworn  weighmasters. 

7835.  Would  it  not  be  a great  advantage  that,  in  a regular  market,  you  could  obtain 
proper  statistics,  which  at  present  can  only  be  obtained  by  guess-work? — It  would  be  very 
desirable  ; even  the  best  returns  at  present  collected  by  the  police,  I consider  to  be  mere 
guess-work.  There  was  a particular  fancy  among  the  people  at  first  to  deny  what  agricul- 
tural stock  they  had,  for  they  thought  there  was  to  be  some  tax,  or  something  of  the  kind. 

7836.  Are  there  many  cases  of  fraudulent  weights  here? — Sometimes  there  are. 

7837.  Who  performs  the  duties  of  inspector  of  weights  and  measures? — Mr.  Greer,  of 
Lurgan,  was  appointed  by  the  Grand  J ury,  and  the  head-constable  of  police,  under  the  Act, 
is  authorized. 

7838.  Does  he  perform  the  duties  ? — He  has  not  commenced  to  act. 

7839.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  corn  here? — It  is  weighed  by  the  hundred,  with  a 
cast  of  the  beam. 

7840.  Is  it  weighed  to  the  pound  ? — No  ; to  the  two  pounds. 

7841.  What  is  deducted? — Two  pounds  to  the  draught. 

7842.  Suppose  there  were  two  pounds  standing  beam,  would  it  be  passed?— No. 

7843.  Then  he  may  lose,  if  the  sacks  are  not  trimmed,  nearly  four  pounds: — He  may; 
he  may  lose  three  and  a half  pounds  at  all  events. 

7844.  Is  the  emptv  sack  tared? — It  is.  . , 

7845.  When  the  ticket  is  made  up,  are  odd  pounds  paid  for? — They  are  paid  tor  down 
to  seven  pounds,  and  odd  pounds  under  that  will  be  paid  for  at  the  next  lowest  even  price. 

7846.  Is  there  any  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage  ? — Not  at  all. 

7847.  Are  the  sacks  weighed  to  the  pound  ?— They  are.  ■ „ 

7848.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  frauds  practised  in  the  weighing  of  corn  at  the  stores/ 
I have  heard  talk  about  them,  but  nothing  very  specific,  and  I never  heard  a well- 
-rounded complaint  established  against  any  of  the  merchants  here.  I may  mention  to  you 
a circumstance  bearing  upon  this  subject.  I understand  from  even  more  than  halt  way 
between  this  town  and  Belfast,  people  come  here  with  grain,  in  consequence  ol  the  con- 
fidence they  have  in  the  merchants  here ; and  the  facilities  they  get  for  selling,  being  subject 
to  no  charge  for  weighing.  There  is  another  thing  I wish  to  mention the  merchants  m 
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selling  allow  ten  pounds  a ton,  which  is  giving  away  a great  deal  of  what  they  get  in 
another  form. 

7849-  Would  it  not  bo  a fairer  system  to  weigh  to  the  pound,  standing  beam,  and  abolish 
these  deductions?— Decidedly ; I think  there  ought  to  be  no  allowances  given  to  anybody. 
It  is  quite  a delusion,  just  as  men  will  give  £10  for  a horse,  provided  they  get  back  £5 
luck-penny. 

7850.  What  would  you  recommend  as  the  best  uniform  system  of  weighing  ? T am 

decidedly  of  opinion  that  our  mode  is  the  right  way— selling  by  the  hundred-weight.  In 
parts  of  Ireland  where  they  sell  by  the  stone,  when  they  enter  them  in  the  book  they  have 
to  turn  them  into  liundreds-weight.  As  for  the  barrels,  there  can  be  no  pretence  at  all 
for  adopting  that  system,  for  they  do  not  appear  to  be  a defined  quantity  at  all  ; there  is 
one  thing  in  one  place  and  quite  a different  thing  in  another. 

7851.  How  is  pork  sold  ? — By  the  long  hundred-weight  of  120  pounds,  and  it  is  weighed 
by  the  112  pounds,  and  it  is  weighed  to  the  pound  down  weight. 

7852.  How  many  pounds  will  bring  the  scale  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight  with 
a heavy  draught  ? — One  pound  would  do  it. 

7853.  What  are  the  deductions  ? — Eleven  pounds,  and  on  a wet  day  twelve  pounds. 

7854.  Then  the  farmer  may  lose  twelve  pounds,  and  if  the  day  be  wet  thirteen  pounds  ? 
— He  may. 

7S55.  What  charges  are  made? — The  seller  is  charged  for  each  pig  2d.  for  weighing, 
2c?.  for  carrying,  and  2d.  for  the  house  in  which  he  is  paid. 

7856.  In  bringing  it  from  short  liundreds-weight  into  long,  is  there  not  a way  by  which, 
by  deducting  the  odd  pounds  from  twenty-eight  pounds  instead  of  thirty  pounds,  the  seller 
may  lose  another  two  pounds? — That  is  sometimes  done  here. 

7857-  What  is  the  average  weight  of  a pig? — About  one  hundred- weight  three  quarters. 

7858.  Then  the  farmer  may  lose  nearly  five  pounds  upon  each  pig?— 1 suppose  if  we 
had  a pork  merchant  here  he  would  tell  us  that  he  pays  so  much  more  for  it. 

7859.  Do  they  ever  cut  pigs  for  being  measly  here? — We  have  frequently  disputes  upon 
that  point,  and  the  sellers  frequently  come  to  me  hoping  that  they  may  get  some  redress, 
for  what  I conceive  is  a great  injury  to  them.  A buyer  comes  and'  buys  the  pig,  and  takes 
his  knife  and  scores  it,  and  the  moment  it  is  marked  it  is  rendered  unsaleable,  and  no  other 
buyer  will  look  at  it,  so  that  the  buyer  can  then  give  just  what  lie  pleases,  or  the  man  will 
have  to  take  his  pig  away.  I have  seen  the  most  enormous  reductions  proposed  in  such 
cases. 

7860.  Are  the  pigs  supposed  to  have  anything  the  matter  with  them  ?— The  buyer  will 
allege  that  the  pork  is  measly,  but  it  is  just  as  easy  for  him  to  say  that  as  any  thing  else. 

7861.  Would  it  not  be  the  fairest  system  to  let  him  examine  the  pig  first,  and  when 
once  he  has  bought  it  bind  him  to  his  bargain  ? — Exactly. 

7862.  Have  you  a class  of  persons  here  who  buy  pigs  without  any  means  of  paying,  take 
their  chance  of  reselling  them,  and  if  they  cannot  do  so,  throw  them  up  at  the  end  of  the 
day  ? — I cannot  say  I ever  heard  of  that,  but  the  other  complaint  is  made  very  often. 

7863.  Have  you  any  power  of  redress  ?— No  real  power  which  could  be  properly 
exercised. 

7864.  How  is  flax  sold  here? — It  is  made  up  in  bundles  of  sixteen  pounds,  and  four 
ounces  added. 

7865.  Will  that  be  considered  weight,  standing  beam  ? — No,  the  scale  must  turn. 

7866.  That  would  be  two  ounces  more? — I suppose  it  would;  if  flax  is  sold  by  the 
hundred-weight,  I understand  two  pounds  are  added.  The  buyers  charge  l,d.  a stone  for 
the  house. 

7S67.  What  is  that  for? — It  is  pretended  to  be  for  the  house  in  which  it  is  weighed. 
There  are  a great  many  jobbers,  with  regard  to  flax,  who  come  into  the  market,  and  it  is 
a misfortune  that  we  have  no  control  over  them,  and  after  buying  the  flax  they  will  quarrel 
with  the  sellers  and  refuse  to  take  it  in  the  evening.  I sometimes  attempt  to  interfere, 
but  we  are  quite  deficient  in  proper  authority. 

7868.  Is  there  much  firkin  butter  sold  here  ? — No  : it  is  principally  sold  in  pounds. 

7869.  Do  the  buyers  purchase  about  the  streets  ? — Tncy  do  ; there  is  a covered  place 
in  which  they  could  carry  on  business. 

7870.  Have  you  a butter  inspector  ?— The  buyers  -weigh  and  qualify  for  themselves. 

7871.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  ?— They  weigh  to  the  half  pound,  or  the  quarter ; 
every  buyer  has  his  own  scales. 

7872.  Do  they  require  down  weight? — They  do;  there  are  a good  many  complaints 
about  too  much  weight  being  taken. 

7373.  In  weighing  the  crock,  is  the  crock  tared?— The  butter  is  taken  out  of  the  crock 
and  weighed. 

7874.  Is  there  any  beamage  taken  from  it? — I think  not. 

7875.  How  are  potatoes  sold? — By  the  112  pounds. 

7876.  Are  they  weighed  to  the  pound? — Generally;  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty 

sack  deducted.  1 

7877.  Have  you  a weigh-bridge  ? — Not  belonging  to  the  public;  there  is  one  belonging 
to  Mr.  Shillington,  1 wish  to  mention  some  matters.  Wo  have,  in  various  shapes,  and 
with  great  colour  of  law,  attempted  to  enforce  regulations  here ; but  I find  the  actual 
enforcement  is  very  deficient.  You  will  have  observed  that  the  charter  here  gives  us  the 
power  of  holding  a court  to  settle  all  disputes ; but  it  is  so  long  since  a court  sat,  I am  afraid 
1 could  scarcely  venture  upon  holding  a court  of  the  kind  again.  Of  course  I am  very 
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anxious  to  give  every  assistance  to  people  who  believe  themselves  aggrieved,  but  there  is 
great  difficulty  in  carrying  any  regulation  out.  I am  told  I might  have  arrested  parties 
and  committed  them  to  gaol,  but  I do  not  know  where  the  gaol  is  to  put  them  in.  In 
some  instances  I have  seized  goods,  but  the  thing  has  now  got  so  obsolete,  and  so  encum- 
bered with  legal  difficulties,  that  very  few  seneschals  would  go  the  length  of  embarrassing 
themselves  by  proceedings  of  the  kind.  The  only  remedy  is  by  civil  bill  process,  or  be- 
coming before  a magistrate.  Now,  the  magistrates  meet  here  on  Saturdays,  and  they  are 
entirely  occupied  with  assaults,  and  the  ordinary  business  of  the  co'untry,  so  that  they'have 
no  time  to  occupy  with  disputes  between  buyer  and  seller.  If  a man  comes  to  me  and  says 
that  a buyer  has  scored  his  pig  and  rendered  it  unsaleable,  and  refuses  to  give  the  price  for 
it,  the  man  is  really  without  any  remedy.  What  can  I do,  only  tell  the  man  that  he  is 
behaving  very  badly,  and  that  he  ought  to  pay,  and  sometimes  they  will  take  my  advice 
and  settle  the  matter,  but  other  times  they  will  not,  and  there  is  great  difficulty  in  com- 
pelling them.  Even  if  the  magistrates  had  the  power — and  they  really  have  no  authoritv 
except  as  arbitrators — the  Petty  Sessions  arc  only  held  once  a fortnight,  which  would  not 
do  for  settling  disputes  which  ought  to  be  settled  on  the  spot.  I say,  a summary  juris- 
diction should  be  lodged  in  some  person  on  the  spot,  who  has  an  interest  in  the  town,  and 
who  is  really  the  only  person  who  could  execute  such  a power. 

7878.  What  would  you  suggest? — About  three  years  ago  we  had  some  agitation  in 
Ireland,  about  getting  Towns’  Improvement  Bills,  and  the  Government  promised  to  adopt 
the  principle  of  a Scotch  Act,  passed  before,  which  allowed  the  inhabitants  of  a town  to 
elect  two  magistrates,  ever}-  year,  for  the  town;  and  I think  if  that  regulation  were 
adopted,  a power  of  the  kind  might  be  given  to  them.  Objection  may  be  made  to  the 
people  appointing  their  own  magistrates,  but  it  could  be  controlled;  "the  Government 
could  have  a veto,  or  the  people  might  be  allowed  to  elect  them,  subject  to  the  approbation 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

7879.  Or  the  Lord  Chancellor? — Yes,  or  the  Lord  Chancellor.  It  is  utterly  impossible 
to  carry  out  the  Acts  unless  some  parties  in  the  town  are  authorized  to  put  them  in  force. 

7880.  Would  not  one  person  be  sufficient — for  instance,  the  Chairman  of  the  Town  Com- 
missioners ? — The  reason  I spoke  of  two  was,  that  two  are  mentioned  in  the  Scotch  Act, 
and  the  Government  might  consider  that  the  public  ought  to  have  the  security  of  two. 

7*81.  What  is  the  population  of  Portadown? — It  is  much  on  the  increase ; in  1851  it 
was  3,092. 

7882.  Was  there  never  a Corporation  here? — Never. 

7883.  Is  the  trade  of  the  town  increasing? — It  has  been  rapidly  on  the  increase;  no 
town  can  boast  more  of  the  appearance  of  prosperity  than  this,  at  present,  so  far  as  the 
number  of  houses  being  built,  and  the  few  which  are  to  let  may  be  taken  into  account. 

John  Conn  examined. 

7884.  Do  you  reside  in  Portadown? — At  the  end  of  it. 

7885.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  weighmaster  for  pork. 

7886.  Do  you  superintend  all  the  scales? — I do;  but  the  principal  part  of  my  time  at 
this  season  of  the  year  is  occupied  with  the  pork  crane. 

7887.  Do  you  weigh  the  pork  yourself? — There  is  a man  who  weighs  under  me,  and  I 
stand  by  and  assist. 

7888.  Who  appointed  you  ? — The  market  trustees  and  the  Market  Company. 

7889.  When  were  you  appointed? — About  two  years  ago. 

7890.  Were  you  ever  sworn? — Never. 

7891.  Do  you  account  for  your  receipts  ?•— I do;  I return  the  receipts. 

7892.  How  many  pairs  of  scales  have  you  ? — Three. 

7893.  Do  you  get  much  grain  to  weigh?— Not  much. 

7 894.  Could  you  say,  in  round  numbers,  what  you  weigh  in  the  course  of  the  year  ? — 
Not  a twentieth  part  of  what  is  sold  in  the  town. 

7895.  What  are  your  charges? — Two  pence  a draught  for  corn,  independent  of  the 
weight.  * 

7896.  What  for  pork? — The  same — 2d.  a draught;  only  one  carcass  at  the  time;  if 
there  were  small  pigs  we  would  not  object  to  weigh  two  or  three  of  them  at  once,  and  only 
charge  2d. ; but  it  is  never  applied  for. 

7897.  What  do  you  charge  for  potatoes? — Just  the  same — 2d.  a draught.  Very  few 
sacks  of  potatoes  are  weighed  here. 

7898.  What  do  you  charge  for  fruit? — The  same — two  pence  a draught  for  every  thing. 

7899.  Would  you  charge  2d.  for  a hundred- weight  of  corn? — In  spring,  when  there  are 
small  draughts,  we  weigh  for  \d.\  but  2d.  is  the  general  charge. 

7900.  How  do  you  weigh  corn? — With  a one  pound  weight,  down  weight,  and  when 
there  is  a large  draught  we  take  off  two  pounds. 

7901.  You  weigh  the  same  as  the  merchants,  only  that  you  use  a one  pound  weight,  and 
they  use  two  pounds? — Just  so. 

7902.  What  do  you  deduct  for  the  empty  sack? — Just  the  weight  of  it. 

7903.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  pork? — Down  weight;  we  weigh  by  the  short 
hundred-weight  of  112  pounds,  and  deduct  eleven  pounds. 

7904.  Does  that  eleven  pounds  always  lie  in  the  scale? — Yes,  it  is  fastened  there. 

7905.  Do  you  deduct  more  upon  a wet  day?— No;  but  the  buyers  generally  take 
another  pound  off. 
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7906.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound? — We  do. 

7907.  Do  you  give  the  ticket  in  short  hundreds-weight  ? — Yes. 

7908.  How  is  it  brought  into  long  hundreds-weight  then  ? — By  taking  eight  pounds  off 
every  hundred-weight. 

7909.  Suppose  the  pig  weighed  two  hundreds-weight  two  quarters  twelve  pounds,  what 
would  it  he  in  long  hundreds-weight  ? — Two  hundreds-weight  one  quarter  twenty  pounds. 

7910.  Do  you  make  up  the  ticket  for  the  farmers  ? — No  ; they  do  it  themselves. 

7911.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  dispute  about  cutting  pigs  for  measles? — Yes,  several 
times ; when  a pig  is  found  to  be  measly  it  breaks  off  the  bargain,  and  then  the  buyer  and 
seller  have  to  come  to  an  understanding  what  the  price  is  to  be. 

7912.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  attempts  made  to  cut  pigs  for  measles,  which  really  had 
no  measles  ? — Yes ; the  buyers  have  men  appointed  to  try  whether  the  pigs  are  measly, 
and  sometimes  they  say  it  is  measly,  but  when  I find  it  is  not,  I always  interfere  ; and  when 
the  trier  and  the  buyer  can  make  nothing  of  me  they  give  up'the  charge. 

7913.  Suppose  a man  has  marked  a pig,  and  then  will  not  take  it,  will  the  owner  find  it 
as  easy  to  sell  the  pig  after  it  has  been  marked? — I think  not ; he  can  hardly  sell  it  in 
the  market  the  same  day. 

7914.  How  do  you  weigh  meat? — To  the  pound,  with  a cast  of  the  beam,  and  one  pound 
off  the  quarter. 

7915.  What  do  you  charge?— We  charge  6c£.  a stall  for  accommodation  in  the  market- 
place. 

7916.  Do  you  you  always  give  the  buyer  a ticket? — Yes. 

7917-  Do  you  give  a ticket  to  the  seller? — Sometimes;  when  it  is  required;  we 
endeavour  to  satisfy  every  one. 

7918.  In  the  event  of  a dispute,  could  you  tell  the  weight  on  the  next  day  ? — Yes,  or  a 
year  after. 

Mr.  Thomas  A.  Shillington  examined. 

7919-  Where  do  you  reside? — At  Portadown. 

7920-  Are  you  in  the  corn  trade  ? — Yes,  and  the  timber  and  iron  trade. 

7921.  Do  you  buy  all  kinds  of  grain  ?- — Yes. 

7922.  Do  you  buy  the  corn  in  the  streets  ? — Yes,  and  at  my  own  stores. 

7923.  Is  your  system  of  weighing  the  same  as  that  described  by  Mr.  Woodhouse  ? — Yes ; 
two  pounds  beamage  are  deducted  upon  the  draught ; but  we  sometimes  put  in  three  sacks, 
sometimes  two,  and  sometimes  only  one. 

7924.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market? — I would,  but  for  the  expense  it 
would  entail. 

7925.  But  if  all  the  corn  coming  into  the  town  were  sold  and  weighed  at  the  public 
market,  a very  small  charge  in  the  barrel  would  be  sufficient  ? — It  might  pay  for 
weighing,  but  all  the  additional  porterage  would  make  a very  sensible  difference.  Since 
all  the  corn  was  obliged  to  be  brought  into  Belfast  many  sellers  give  us  the  preference  here ; 
besides,  we  would  have  to  undergo  all  the  same  trouble ; for  after  the  corn  had  been 
weighed  at  the  public  market  we  should  reweigh  it. 

7926.  But  what  surety  is  there  at  present  that  the  farmers  will  be  fairly  dealt  with  ? — 
Let  there  be  a public  crane  for  that  purpose,  where  persons  may  go  when  they  think  it 
necessary. 

7927.  If  you  leave  it  optional  to  go  to  a public  crane,  it  will  never  be  made  use  of? — I 
have  seen  it  made  use  of  by  farmers  coming  in  to  try  whether  their  grain  was  fairly 
weighed.  If  you  kept  up  a sufficient  staff  at  the  public  scales,  you  should  impose  a very 
severe  tax. 

7928.  That  would  depend  entirely  upon  the  quantity  coming  in ; the  larger  the  quantity, 
the  less  would  be  the  charge ; for  one  supervisor  would  suffice  ? — I would,  myself,  very 
much  prefer  it,  if  it  were  not  to  entail  such  expense  upon  the  farmer ; for  I cannot  conceive 
how  it  could  be  effected  without  creating  an  impost  upon  the  trade  and  market  of  the  town 
which  it  would  be  better  without. 

7929-  Have  you  ever  heard  of  some  buyers  being  able  to  give  higher  prices  than  others,  and 
make  it  up  in  weighing? — I have  heard  of  solitary  instances ; but  they  are  soon  detected  by 
the  farmers.  The  buyers  would  do  themselves  by  that  conduct.  Honesty,  in  that  respect, 
is  the  best  policy. 

7930.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — Decidedly ; buy  everywhere  by  the  stone  or  the  hundred-weight ; I think  it  is 
perfectly  indifferent  which. 

7931.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions  in  the  shape  of  beamage? — 
certainly. 

7932.  How  would  you  carry  out  these  regulations  without  having  a public  market? — If 
you  rendered  them  obligatory,  and  put  it  in  the  power  of  every  seller  to  enforce  them,  every 
respectable  person  would  conform  to  them;  and  others,  then,  should  do  the  same.  I11  order 
to  effect  it,  all  bargains  should  be  rendered  null  and  void  not  according  to  these  regulations, 
and  it  should  be  penal  to  carry  them  out  otherwise. 

7933.  Would  it  not  be  very  desirable  that  all  the  buyers  and  sellers  should  meet  at  a 
public  market  at  a certain  hour  ? — It  would,  if  it  could  be  carried  out  without  expense  to 
trade ; besides  there  are  a number  of  establishments  around,  not  in  the  market  at  all,  where 
fhe  farmers  might  go  and  sell  without  coming  to  us  at  all.  There  might  be  a public 
scales  as  a protection  to  farmers,  but  I certainly  would  leave  it  optional  to  go  there. 
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7934.  Then  how  would  you  support  it? — It  ought  to  be  self-supporting;  it  would  be  a 
great  hardship  to  force  buyers  to  use  the  scales. 

7935.  Where  that  system  has  been  tried,  the  scales  are  never  made  use  of  at  all? I 

think  it  would  be  used.  I wish  to  suggest  the  necessity  of  having  an  inspector  appointed 
to  protect  the  buyers  against  fraud  as  well  as  the  sellers.  In  the  grain  trade,  it  is  often 
very  difficult  to  protect  the  buyers  from  fraud ; and  I think  some  person  should  have  a 
summary  authority  to  act  in  cases  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  William  Langtree  examined. 

7936.  Do  you  reside  in  Portadown? — I do. 

7937.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market? — I would;  but  I think  it  would  be 
an  additional  expense  for  labour. 

7938.  If  there  were  a general  market  established,  would  it  not  be  better  to  have  it  every 
day  in  the  week? — I would  have  no  objection;  but  many  of  the  merchants  here  have  other 
business  to  do  upon  other  days  in  the  week. 

7939.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam  to  the  pound,  and  abolishing 
all  deductions? — Certainly. 

7940.  And  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures? — Decidedly. 

7941.  Would  you  think  weighing  by  the  hundred-weight  the  best  uniform  system? — I 
would  approve  of  the  plan  which  is  adopted  here ; but,  perhaps,  it  is  because  I am  most 
used  to  it. 

7942.  Would  it  not  be  a good  plan  that  the  market  should  begin  and  close  at  a certain 
hour? — I think  it  would.  It  would,  certainly,  put  all  parties  upon  an  equality,  and  create 
competition. 

Mr.  Bernard  John  Riddall  examined. 

7943.  Do  you  reside  in  Portadown? — I do. 

7944.  Do  you  farm?— Yes;  I have  seventy-two  acres  of  land. 

7945.  Do  you  generally  concur  with  the  opinions  of  the  previous  witnesses? — I do. 

7946.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market? — I would. 

7947-  Would  you,  as  a farmer,  object  to  pay  a small  charge,  barely  sufficient  to  support 
such  a market  ? — Certainly  not. 

7948.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country? — Decidedly. 

7949.  Weighing  standing  beam  to  the  pound,  and  abolishing  all  such  deductions  as 
beamage  ? — Exactly. 

7950.  Deducting  nothing  but  the  actual  tare  of  the  bag  or  firkin? — Just  so. 

7951.  Would  you  approve  of  having  the  market  begin  and  close  at  a certain  hour? — I 
would. 

7952.  Would  it  not  be  a great  advantage,  that  in  such  a general  market  you  could  obtain 
the  proper  statistics  of  the  country? — It  would. 

7953.  Do  you  think  that  the  farmers,  generally  speaking,  if  they  got  accommodation, 
would  object  to  pay  a small  charge  ? — I think  they  would  not ; and  I think  it  would  be 
very  satisfactory  to  the  small  farmers  in  particular.  I have  seen  many  small  farmers  about 
to  be  defrauded  when  I challenged  the  thing.  I always  thought  it  a great  grievance  to 
have  these  deductions  upon  flax  and  pork. 

7954.  It  is  said  the  buyers  pay  extra  for  all  these  deductions;  do  they  do  so,  in  your 
opinion  ? — They  say  they  do  so,  but  I do  not  believe  it. 


Mr.  John  Watson,  examined. 

7955.  Do  you  reside  in  Portadown? — I do. 

*■  7956.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a farmer  and  shopkeeper ; I buy  and  sell  in  this 
market.  I wish  to  say  that,  in  Portadown,  there  are  two  baronies  and  two  parishes  which 
have  not  been  mentioned  here,  and  two  distinct  manors. 

7957.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market? — I would;  I think  the  public  high- 
way is  not  the  proper  place. 

7958.  Do  you  think  holding  the  fairs  in  the  public  streets  is  objectionable  ? — It  is;  I have 
seen  coaches  and  mails  stopped  here,  on  account  of  the  thoroughfare  being  blocked  up  by 
the  fairs. 

7959.  Do  you  think  the  sellers  and  buyers  would  prefer  a properly  enclosed  fair-green  ? — 
I have  been  talking  to  a great  many  dealers  in  cattle,  and  1 think  they  would  prefer  it. 

7960.  In  the  event  of  a properly  enclosed  fair-green  being  provided,  would  parties  object 
to  paying  a very  small  charge  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  it  ? — I have  been  talking  to  a 
great  many  who  stated  that  they  would  have  no  objection. 

7961.  Would  it  not  be  the  fairest  system  to  make  a small  charge  upon  everything  going 
in? — It  would  be  a safe  plan,  and  better  for  the  farmers. 

7962.  Could  a proper  place  be  got  for  a fair  near  tliis  town? — You  could ; and,  I think, 
a very  small  charge  would  be  sufficient.  I think  Ida  head  would  be  enough. 

7963.  Would  the  townspeople  generally  object  to  the  fairs  being  removed? — Some  of 
them  would,  and  some  would  not. 


PORTADOWN, 
5th  January,  1853. 

581 

Mr.T.A.Sliillington. 


582. 

Mr.  Wm.  Langtree, 


583. 

Mr.  B.  J.  Riddall. 


584. 

Mr.  Jolin  Watson. 
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Colonel  Blacker. 


586. 
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Mr.  J.  G.  Wolssy. 
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588. 

.‘William  Paton,  esq. 
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Colonel  Blacker  examined. 

7964.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market? — I think  a general  market  would  be 
a good  thing  if  it  could  be  brought  round  without  injuring  the  farmers. 

7965.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country? — Certainly;  no  doubt  of  it;  and  abolishing  all  deductions. 

7966.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  properly  enclosed  fair-greens  ? — In  some  respects 
the  streets  are  a bad  place  for  holding  fairs.  If  there  were  nothing  more  than  preventing 
cattle  from  running  wild  about  the  streets  it  would  be  a great  advantage,  provided  the  place 
was  suitable,  and  given  at  a.  small  charge. 

Mr.  Michael  Annesley  examined. 

7967.  Where  do  you  reside? — About  two  miles  out  of  the  town. 

7968.  Are  you  a farmer? — I am  ; 1 farm  about  105  acres. 

7969.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  under  proper  superintendence,  and 
with  every  accommodation  ?— I would,  except  for  grain.  1 think  grain  is  very  well 
as  it  is. 

7970.  Do  you  weigh  at  home  ? — Sometimes,  but  not  generally. 

7971.  As  a principle,  at  all  events,  you  think  the  general  market  would  be  more  satis- 
factory?— I think  it  would. 

7972.  Would  you  approve  of  an  uniform  system  of  weighing? — I would. 

7973.  And  abolishing  all  deductions? — Decidedly. 

7974.  With  regard  to  fairs,  would  you  bo  in  favour  of  having  them  held  in  properly 
enclosed  fair-greens  ? — They  are  a very  great  nuisance  in  the  streets,  and  they  Would  be 
much  better  in  an  enclosed  fair-green. 

7975.  Would  you  object  to  pay  a small  charge  for  standings  in  such  a fair-green  ? — I 
would  x-ather  pay  it  than  have  my  cattle  in  the  streets. 

Mi-.  Joseph  George  Wolsey  examined. 

7976.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — A mile  from  this  town. 

7977.  Do  you  farm? — I farm,  and  I buy  grain.  I beg  to  say  that  the  cranes  which 
have  been  confided  to  trustees  by  the  Duke  of  Manchester,  and  which  have  been  in  occu- 
pation under  deed  for  seven  years,  produced  last  year  a net  revenue  of  £55  5s.  '.hi.,  and 
I have  not  the  slightest  knowledge  that  a shilling  of  that  money  was  ever  applied  for 
public  purposes. 

7978.  Does  that  include  the  £10  rent? — I think  it  does. 

7979-  But  the  weighmaster’s  salary  is  not  included  ? — It  is  not. 

7980.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ? — Yes ; I agree  with  the  evidence 
generally  ; but  we  have  grain  coming  in  here  in  very  large  quantities,  but  then  it  is  con- 
fined to  one  market  day.  With  regard  to  the  Market  Company,  it  is  another  feature  in  the 
affairs  of  the  market  here.  So  negligent  were  the  patentees  of  the  market,  that  a joint 
stock  company  sprang  up  and  found  it  an  advantage  to  open  a market,  and,  accordingly 
the  Company  was  originated  in  the  year  1829.  in  1830,  the  Commissioners,  some  of 
whom,  I will  ventui-e  to  say,  are  shareholders,  passed  a resolution  converting  the  meat 
market  in  the  street  into  a nuisance,  and  compelling  parties  to  occupy  the  new  market  and 
pay  a revenue. 


Armagh,  January  6,  1853. 

William  Paton,  esq.,  examined. 

7981.  Do  you  reside  here  ? — I do. 

7982.  Are  you  a magistrate? — I am. 

7983.  And  one  of  the  Tolls’  Committee? — Yes. 

7984.  Who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  market  ? — The  proprietor  of  the  tolls  and  customs  of 
the  markets  and  fairs  is  the  Primate  of  Armagh. 

7985.  Does  he  hold  under  patent  ? — He  holds  the  tolls  in  the  same  title  as  the  see ; they 
are  part  of  the  see  property. 

7986.  Does  he  exercise  any  control  over  the  markets,  ox  levy  the  tolls  himself? — No  ; he 
leases  them. 

7987-  How  long  is  it  since  he  leased  them  ? — At  the  time  he  became  Primate  here. 

7988.  To  whom  did  he  lease  them  in  the  first  instance  ? — I am  not  aware,  for  1 have  been 
only  here  sixteen  years,  and  he  is  Primate  thirty. 

7989.  Did  the  Tolls’  Committee  get  a lease  ? — Yes  ; they  got  a fresh  lease.  There  was  a 
considerable  disturbance  about  tolls,  and  it  was  wanted  to  settle  the  markets,  and  the 
inhabitants  joined  together,  and  took  a certain  number  of  shares. 

Mr.  Thomas  Dobbin  examined. 

7990.  Do  you  reside  in  Ai-magh  ? — I do.  I am  treasurer  to  the  Tolls’  Committee. 

7991.  When  was  that  body  formed  ? — The  inhabitants  of  the  town  formed  a committee, 
and  purchased  the  interest  in  the  tolls  from  Mr.  Beattie,  the  former  Primate’s  steward,  to 
whom  the  tolls  had  been  granted ; and  they  obtained  a fresh  lease  from  the  Primate,  who  was 
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kind  enough  to  say  that  he  would  make  us  a present  of  the  fine,  in  order  that  the  money 
might  lie  find  out  tor  the  improvement  of  the  market  after  paying  the  interest  upon  the 
money  raised  by  expense  and  the  debentures.  1 

7902.  In  what  year  was  that  done  ? — I think  about  1821.  It  was  before  the  time  of  the 
present  1 rimate.  It  was  m Primate  Stewart’s  time.  The  present  Primate  confirmed  it 
Y\  e waited  upon  him  immediately  after  his  coming  here,  and  told  him  all  the  circumstances' 
and  he  was  kind  enough  to  confirm  the  lease.  ’ 

-Hn!'  rent  ^served  in  the  present  lease?  -Twenty-five  pounds,  late  currency 

‘ • V hat  wtho  renewal  fine?— One-eighth  of  the  gross  produce  is  the  usual  fine  charged 
upon  all  leases  of  the  kind.  6 

"995.  The  present  Primate  1ms  never  exacted  the  fine  ?— Sever.  There  was  a imblic 
meeting  at  which  we  selected  the  trustees,  consisting  of  eight. 

799G.  \\  hat  officers  have  you  ? — A treasurer  and  secretary. 

7997.  You  never  were  called  upon  to  pay  a rent  or  renewal  fine  ? No. 

.998.  How  are  your  receipts  appropriated  ? — In  paying  the  interest  and  improving  the 
market-place,  keeping  up  the  market-house  and  the  scales  and  weights. 

7999.  Do  you  ever  publish  your  accounts?— We  do  not  publish  them,  because  it  is  not  a 
general  understanding. 

SOOO.  The  accounts  are  audited,  of  course  ? — Once  a year,  regularly. 

800 1 . What  interest  do  you  pay  upon  the  £l  ,700  you  borrowed ?— Five  per  cent.  It  used 
to  be  six,  but  it  has  been  reduced.  ' 

8002  Were  you  ever  formed  under  the  Act  of  Parliament  ?— Never. 

8003.  By  whom  are  the  market  officers  appointed  ?— By  the' Committee,  and  we  let  the 

tolls  once  a rear  to  the  highest  bidder  by  auction.  We  do  not  engage,  however,  to  give 
them  to  the  highest  bidder.  h 

8004.  Have  you  the  right  to  levy  tolls  under  the  lease?— Yes. 

8005.  What  are  the  market-days?— Tuesday,  a general  market;  Saturday,  a grain  and 

meat  market,  and  Wednesday.  ° 

8006.  What  articles  are  sold  on  Tuesday  ?— Flax,  yarn,  linen,  pork,  butter,  and  articles  of 
different  kinds. 

8007.  Are  these  the  days  mentioned  in  the  patent?— Only  Tuesday  and  Saturday. 

8008.  W hen  was  Wednesday  established  as  a market-day  ?— Since  ever  I remember 

8009.  Was  there  a patent  obtained  for  holding  a market  on  that  day  ?— There  was  not 

8010.  On  what  days  do  you  levy  tolls  ?— Tuesday  and  Saturday. 

SOIL  Arc  tolls  levied  on  Wednesday ? — No. 

80 1 2.  Do  sales  take  place  on  Monday,  Thursday,  and  Friday  ?— Some  separate  sales  do 
take  place  ?— Gram  is  generally  sold  upon  the  market-day;  but  people  do  not  hesitate  to 
buy  it  upon  other  days.  I think  sales  generally  are  confined  to  the  market-days. 

8013.  Who  are  the  present  lessees  of  the  tolls  ?— Charles  lveavs  and  William  Browne 

8014.  What  do  they  give  a year  for  the  tolls  ?— One  gives  £250,  and  the  other  £100  ’ 

8015.  Have  you  schedules  of  tolls  exhibited  in  the  market?— We  have.  Someofthe  tolls 

have  been  struck  off  which  were  formerly  levied. 

8010.  Have  you  printed  boards? — Yes. 

8017.  Are  the  collector's  names  mentioned? — They  are. 

8018.  Do  the  schedules  show  the  tolls  at  present  collected,  or  are  they  old  schedules  ?— 
They  are  old  schedules. 

8019.  Do  your  accounts  show  your  receipts  and  disbursements  ?— They  do. 

8020.  Do  they  show  for  what  purpose  the  disbursements  have  been  made  ? — They  do  not 
show  for  what  purpose  they  were  made.  I keep  the  accounts  according  to  the  orders  I 
receive,  which  do  not  state  the  purpose  of  the  disbursements. 


ARMAGH, 

0th  January,  1853. 


Mr.  Samuel  Gardiner  examined. 

8021.  Do  you  reside  in  Lurgan  ? — I do. 

8022.  Are  you  secretary  to  the  Tolls’  Committee  ? — I am. 

8023.  Can  you  state  the  tolls  and  customs  collected  at  present? — For  every  sack  of  oats 
3 d-  including  weighing,  a sack  of  meal,  3d.,  flour  not  weighed,  2d.  Tho  lessees  of  the  tolls 
can  state  them  more  fully  than  I can. 

8024.  Are  the  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  the  seller  ?— By  the  seller. 

8025.  Are  they  charged  upon  fair  and  market  days  ?— We  have  no  fairs.  We  have  a 
patent  lor  them,  but  there  are  no  fairs  held. 

8026.  Arc  there  enclosed  market-places  ?— There  arc.  We  have  a wheat  and  barley 

market  enclosed,  and  a pork  market  enclosed.  J 

8027.  Is  there  a market-house?— There  is, and  sheds  for  weighing,  with  two  pairs  of  beams 
and  scales,  and  a weigh-bridge.  'I  here  is  a market-house  and  a Space  enclosed  in  Market- 
street,  for  the  sale  of  meal,  oats,  potatoes,  turnips,  and  vegetables  of  every  kind,  and  also 
crockery  and  other  articles. 

8028.  Any  other  market  ?— There  is  the  Linen  Hall.  Butter,  eggs,  poultry,  and  linen  are 
sold  there. 

8029.  Is  there  a market-house? — No. 

8030.  Is  lump  butter  and  firkin  butter  sold? — Yes. 

8031.  What  weighing  accommodation  is  there  ?— There  are  beam  and  scales  in  all  the 
butter  sheds,  and  there  is  a large  beam  and  scales  for  weighing  firkins. 

8032.  Then  in  all  there  are  three  markets,  the  property  of  the  Committee  ? Yes. 

8033.  Where  is  the  flax  market  held  ? — In  the  streets. 


590. 

Mr.  Sami.  Gardiner. 
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8034.  Have  yon  a shambles  also  ?— Tes ; there  is  a live  pig  market  in  front  of  the  gaol. 

Ts  it  enclosed  ?— No,  held  in  the  open  street.  ..  ., 

lolf:  Were  the° shambles  erected  by  the  Committee  ?— Yes ; there  were  old  shambles 

there  which  were  taken  down,  and  new  shambles  erected  by  the  Committee. 

■ 8037.  What  was  done  with  the  old- shambles ’—Nothing  as  yet;  the  intention  is  to 
tmn  them  to  some  nsefnl  public  purpose.  There  is  a turf  market,  also,  hold  in  the  streets. 
We  harm  made  arrangements  for  taking  a piece  of  ground,  which  will  give  increased 

^S^D^yonintend  to  enclose  it  ’—Whatever  is  necessary  to  give  accommodation. 

8039.  Are5all  the  enclosed  markets  the  property  of  the  lolls  Committee  ?— 1 hey  ale, 
except  the  Linen  Hall,  which  is  the  public  property.  • 

8040  Could  you  be  turned  out  oi  it  to-morrow?— Oh,  no;  I think  not.  It  was,  origi 
nally,  got  from  Primate  Stewart,  by  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Dobbin,  to  accommodate  the  linen- 

8041.  Is  it  mentioned  in  your  lease  from  the  Primate  ? It  is  not. 

8042.  Do  the  present  Tolls’  Committee  assume  the  management  and  control  of  it . 

Th8e043°You  do  not  consider  it  private  property ’-Certainly  not;  it  belongs  to  the 

VU8044.  Is  there  any  of  Mr.  Dobbin's  property  still  m it  ?-I  believe  there  is  a strip  of 
ground  there  belonging  to  him  exclusively ; and,  I believe,  he  could  erect  a wall,  if  he  liked, 

the' primate  only°£ve“'ou  the  tolls  and  customs,  and  no  grant  of  the  market 

Bellas  a weighmaster  been°a^poiiited  by  the  Committee  for  the  whole  town ’-The 
parties  who  rent  the  tolls  provide  weighinasters  themselves,  and  we  see  that  the  weights 

^to^L^Do  they  make  any  charge  for  weighing  in  addition  to  the  tolls?— Not  in  addition. 
The  whole  charges  are  specified  in  the  tolls.  ...  , , . , ,,  Aill 

8048.  If  a person  comes  into  the  market  and  does  not  weigh,  will  he  be  charaed  the  full 
tolls  ?— He  will  not. 

8049.  Are  the  weighers  sworn  ? — I should  suppose  not. 

• 8050  Is  there  any  charge  for  wheat  ’-Not  as  toll,  but  for  weighing.  A great  portion 
of  the  wheat  is  purchased  and  weighed  at  the  private  stores.  It  is  only  weighed  at  the 

public  markets  on  a market-day  ?-I  think, 

CM805J2.  Is  it  all  weighed  at  the  market  scales’— No;  a great  part  is  weighed  at  the 

PnM53.SWhy'is  there  no  toll  charged  on  wheat  ’-At  the  time  the  charter  was  given  there 
■tfas  no  market  for  wheat  Or  barley.  , . , 9 

8054.  On  the  market-day  are  parties  obliged  to  weigh  oats  at  the  public  scales  . —No. 

8055.  Have  you  a written  agreement  with  the  parties  to  whom  you  lease  the  tolls  . 
There  is;  but  not  being  prepared  for  the  questions  you  would  ask,  1 have  not  got  it 

8056.  What  do  you  lease  to  them  ?— The  toll  ol  the  markets,  and  the  cranage  fees. 

8057.  The  only ‘receipts  the  Committee  have  are  the  rent  of  the  shambles,  and  the  rent 
paid  by  the  toll-collectors  ? — Yes. 


591. 

. Charles  ICeays. 


Mr.  Charles  Keays  examined. 

8058.  Do  you  reside  in  Armagh  ?— I dp. 

8059.  Do  you  rent  the  tolls  and  customs  of  the  markets  . l uo. 

8060.  Have  you  any  thing  to  do  with  the  other  lessee  .—Nothing.  ' 

8061.  What  do  you  rent?— The  market-house,  for  the  sale  of  meal,  oats,  oatmeal,  flour, 

butter,  and  the  street  customs  upon  different  articles.  ■ 

■ 8062.  What  are  your  tolls?— A sack  of  meal,  including  weighing,  3d.  Some  thirty 
years  ago  meal  paid  4d.,  but  the  toll  has  been  reduced.  A sack  of  oats,  3d.,  including 
weighing,  for  which  there  was  Ad.  formerly,  and  1 d.  for  weighing. 

8063.  If  a person  sells  oats  in  the  market  now,  and  does  not  weigh,  what  will  he  have  to 
my? Two  pence  on  a market-day,  and  3d.  any  other  day. 

V 8064.  What  other  tolls-?— A car  of  potatoes,  Id.  for  a standing;  a bag  of  flour,  2d., 

but  there  has  been  no  flour  in  the  market  these  some  years. 

8065.  Is  there  any  charge  for  weighing  potatoes  ?— N o ; they  bring  potatoes  m large 

carts  and  weigh  with  their  own  weights.  , , , ... 

8066.  What  is  the  next  charge  ? — A crock  of  butter,  2d. ; Id.  custom,  and  Id.  weighing. 
The  person  who  empties  the  butter  gets  1 d.,  but  2d.  is  what  I receive. 

, 8067.  Do  you  receive  it  in  the  first  instance  ?— I do ; it  is  more  convenient  to  hand  it  to 
me  A standing  for  a shoemaker  or  hatter.  Id. ; a car  of  young  pigs,  2d.  , . 

8068  Is  that  in  the  open  street?— Yes;  but  they  are  covered  standings.  Stocking 
standings,  2d. ; a car  of  fruit,  Id. ; a load  of  salt,  Id  ; a cart  with  young  trees,  2d. 

• 8069.  Have  you  a regular  agreement  with  the  Tolls  Committee  l res. 

8070.  Is  it  in  the  shape  of  a lease? — Yes.  . 

8071.  Does  it  specify  the  tolls  you  are  to  receive  l — It  does  not. 

8072.  What  docs  it  state  ?— The  amount  I am  to  pay. 
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8073.  Does  it  leave  it  optional  with  you  to  charge  what  you  like  ? — There  is  a printed 

board  in  the  market  by  which  I must  go.  , 

8074.  Does  the  agreement  specify  the  articles  upon  which  you  are  to  levy  tolls?— It 
does  not. 

8075.  Was  it  a written  agreement  at  all  ?— ' There  was  a proposal  sent  in  by  me,  which 
was  accepted,  and  I passed  security  to  the  Committee. 

807(5.  Do  you  charge  upon  any  thing  not  marked  on  the  board  ? — Nothing  else  comes 
into  the  market. 

8077.  But  if  there  did,  would  you  charge? — I suppose  I would. 

8078.  What  other  charges  are  there  ?— Standings  for  glass,  2d. ; but  I never  receive  it. 
Carpenters’  standings,  2d. 

8079.  What  arc  the  charges  for  butter  ?— For  lump  butter  there  is  paid  for  weighing,  \d., 
up  to  ten  pounds;  1 d.,  up  to  twenty  pounds;  and  over  that,  2d. 

8080.  Are  all  the  oats  sold  at  your  market?— I think,  chiefly;  but  not  weighed.  . My 
calculation  is,  that  about  one-third  of  the  oats  coming  in  is  weighed. 

8081.  A stranger  would  not  know  by  your  list  what  he  was  to  pay  for  oats  if  he  did  not 
weigh  ? — 1 suppose  he  would  not. 

8082.  Would  you  allow  persons  to  sell  oats  out  of  the  market? — It  is  often  done. 

8083.  Do  you  object  to  it  ? — I do. 

8084.  Did  you  ever  take  any  proceedings  ?— Never. 

8085.  What  staff  do  you  provide  ? — I have  six  persons  assisting  me. 

80SG.  Have  you  toll  boards  exhibited  at  the  market  ? — I have. 

8087.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  oats? — Down  weight. 

8088.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  ? — One  pound. 

8089.  What  would  it  take  to  bring  your  scale,  with  a heavy  draught,  from  standing 

beam  to  down  weight  ? — One  pound.  . 

8090.  Then  a person  would  only  lose  one  pound  ? — That  is  all ; and  I take  good  care  to 
change  my  beams  every  six  months,  from  one  side  to  another,  and  to  keep  them  oiled. 

8091.  Do  you  make  any  deductions  for  beamage? — Not  an  ounce. 

8092.  Are  there  deductions  made  between  the  buyer  and  seller  ? — I think  not. 

8093.  What  do  you  deduct  for  the  empty  sack  ? — The  actual  weight.  The  county 
inspector  examines  my  beams  and  scales  and  weights  twice  a year. 

8094.  Are  oats  sold  here  by  the  barrel  or  by  the  stone  ? — By  the  stone  of  fourteen 
pounds. 

8095.  You  enter  oats  in  stones  ? — Yes. 

8096.  Do  you  keep  a book  in  which  you  enter  every  draught  ?— I do. 

8097.  Do  you  enter  tolls  paid  upon  what  you  do  not  weigh  ?— No. 

8098.  How  do  you  know  the  amount  ? — I must  trust  to  the  men  I employ. 

8099.  Could  you  furnish  statistics  of  the  quantity  weighed  at  the  market  ?— I could  not. 

8100.  What  do  you  state  in  the  ticket  you  give  ?— Just  the  weight. 

8101.  Do  you  enter  the  names  of  the  buyer  and  seller  ?— Not  unless  I am  asked. 

8102.  What  is  to  prevent  parties  from  changing  their  tickets?— Oh,  they  never  do. 

8103.  Would  it  not  be  more  regular  to  enter  the  names  ? — It  might ; but  it  is  not  generally 

asked  for.  . 

8104.  Do  you  keep  a copy  of  the  ticket? — I do,  m the  book. 

8105.  In  case  a ticket  was  lost,  could  you  furnish  a duplicate  the  next  day  ? — I could,  a 
twelvemonth  after. 

8106.  Do  you  ever  enter  the  price  ?— I do,  if  parties  ask  me.  ... 

817.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  meal? — By  the  hundred-weight,  down  weight, 

t0  8103P°Whatr  is  the  height  of  your  scales  from  the  ground,  at  standing  beam  ?— I think 
eight  inches. 

8109.  You  weigh  meal  and  flour  the  same  way  as  oats'. — Just  the  same, 

8110. ’  No  deductions  from  either  but  the  actual  weight  of  the  sack  ?— None. 

8111.  Suppose  a person  sold  meal  in  the  market,  and  did  not  weigh,  should  he  pay  the 
same  charge  ?— He  should ; oats  is  the  only  article  upon  which  I make  any  difference. 

8112.  What  do  you  charge  for  a sack  of  potatoes?— I.  charge  Id. 

8113.  Suppose  six  or  seven  sacks  came  in,  would  you  charge  for  each,  xes;  1 am 
entitled  to  it. 

81H.  Do  you  rent  all  the  standings  in  the  street  l — 1 do. 

8115.  Do  you  rent  the  live  pig  market?— I do.  , . , ,,  . , 

8116.  What  do  you  charge  there  ? — There  has  not  been  any  thing  charged  for  a number 
of  years  ; the  only  charge  is,  for  a cart  of  young  pigs,  2d. 

8117.  Do  you  charge  for  a car  of  fowl?— No ; there  has  been  no  charge  made  for  some 

time.  „ v 

8118.  Do  you  receive  the  rent  of  the  butter  market . xes. 

8119.  Do  you  let  the  places  where  parties  store  their  oats  in  the  market-house . — JN  o ; it 

they  weigh  them,  and  want  accommodation,  I let  them  remain  there  until  it  is  their  conve- 
nience to  take  them  away.  , _ ,T  r . j, 

8120.  Do  the  buyers  weigh  for  themselves  at  the  butter  market . — No  ; I have  five  men 

t0  812°im  What  do  you  charge  for  stalls  ? — One  shilling  a-week  for  a single  standing,  and 
Is.  6d.  for  a double  one.  , „ , ' . , 

8122.  What  scales  have  you  there  ? — Each  of  my  men  has  two  pairs  of  scales.^  ^ 


ARMAGH, 

0th  January,  18(>3. 
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ARMAGH,  8123.  What  do  you  charge  for  a crock  or  firkin  of  butter,  including  the  weighing  9 

6th  January,  1853.  Up  to  ten  pounds,  \d.,  from  that  to  twenty  pounds,  Id.  ; and  from  twentv  pounds 

591.  upwards,  2d.  ' 1 

Mr.  Charles  Keays.  812f-  No  higher  charge  ? — No. 

8125.  How  many  stalls  are  there? — Five  double,  and,  I think,  nine  single. 

8126.  Arc  they  all  occupied  every  market-day  ?— They  are  not;  some  of  them  arc  unoc- 
cupied now. 

8127.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  butter?— Down  weight,  to  the  pound.  It.  is 
emptied  out  ot  the  crock,  and  weighed  upon  a cloth,  and  one  pound  is  allowed  by  agree- 
ment between  the  buyer  and  seller,  to  the  draught  for  beamago. 

8128.  Then  the  seller  may  lose  two  pounds?— Yes;  and  there  is  one  pound  additional 
lor  the  wet  cloth. 

£_o  the  cloths  generally  weigh  a pound  ?— They  do,  and  sometimes  more. 

8130.  \\  hat  deduction  is  made  from  the  firkin  of  butter? — I think  five  pounds. 

8131.  How  is  it  weighed  ? — Down  weight,  to  the  pound. 

8132.  What  do  you  deduct  for  the  firkin  ?— Generally  whatever  is  marked  upon  it. 
sometimes  strip  it  when  the  buyer  is  not  satisfied. 

8133.  What  is  the  five  pounds  deducted  for? — For  soak  age. 

8134.  Have  you  a butter  inspector  here? — No. 

8135.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  in  the  small  scales?— To  the  quarter  pound 

and  we  require  down  weight.  1 

8136.  What  will  it  take  to  bring  the  scales  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight  ?— It 
would  not  take  a quarter  of  a pound. 

8137.  If  a farmer  put  his  own  crock  of  butter  into  the  scales,  would  he  have  to  pay 

Id.  for  emptying  the  crock?— I never  saw  them  do  it;  they  never  sav  anv  tiling  against 
paying  it.  ' ' ° & 

8138.  Is  the  system  of  weighing  at  the  private  stores,  generally,  the  same  as  yours?— 

I think  it  is.  J 

8139.  Are  there  no  deductions  for  beamage? — I believe  not. 

8140.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  regarding  the  system  of  weighing  in  the 
private  stores  ? — I have  sometimes  heard  that  they  take  more  weight  than  is  <dven  in  the 
public  scales.  Latterly  I have  heard  very  little  complaints. 

,8 1 41 . Have  you  ever,  of  your  own  knowledge,  discovered  anv  fraud  upon  farmers? 

they  have  come  back  to  me  sometimes  to  get  their  grain  weighed  over  again,  and  I found 
sometimes,  that  it  had  not  been  correctly  weighed ; but  I do  not  think  there  has  been  any 
case  ot  the  kind  within  twelve  months. 

8142.  What  was,  generally,  the  difference  between  the  weights  ?— Perhaps  a stone  in  a 
stone  and  a-half,  more  or  less,  in  a sack  of  thirty -four  stone  or  so. 

8143.  Do  the  buyers  here  always  qualify  their  own  butter  ?— They  do. 

8144.  What  quantity  of  butter  is  sold' here  in  the  year?— I could  not  sav.  There  is 
very  little  firkin  butter  sold ; perhaps  thirty  hundred-weight  a day  in  the  season. 

8145.  What  quantity  of  oats  is  sold  ? — There  may  be,  in  very  rare  cases,  400  tons ; but 
probably  fifty  tons  is  the  average. 

8146.  What  do  you  pay  to  the  Tolls’  Committee? — £250  a-yoar. 

8147.  Do  you  pay  all  expenses  ? — I do. 

8148.  Do  you  pay  taxes? — Oh,  no. 

8149.  You  find  the  staff  and  the  stationery,  and  every  thing  of  that  sort  ? Yes. 

8150.  Do  the  Committee  keep  the  markets  and;  the 'beams  and  scales  in  repair? As  a 

general  rule  they  do ; but  sometimes,  when  there  are  trifling  repairs,  I do  not  trouble  the 
Committee  with  them. 

8151.  What  check  have  you  upon  the  men  you  employ  to  collect  the  tolls  outside?— 

Nothing  but  their  moral  character;  I could  not  have  any  other;  there  is  no  possible  way 
of  having  a check  upon  them.  J 


Mary  Browne  examined. 

8152.  Does  your  husband  lease  any  tolls  from  the  Committee? — He  does. 

8153.  What  does  he  pay  for  them  ? — £100  a-year. 

8154.  What  tolls  does  he  get?— On  dead  pork,  all  that  is  sold  at  the  shambles  ; beef, 
mutton,  veal,  and  all  meat ; hides,  calf-skins,  and  different  other  articles. 

8155.  Have  you  also  the  use  of  the  cranes  in  the  market  ? — Yes. 

8156.  Is  it  compulsory  to  go  there?— Only  for  pork,  beef,  and  mutton. 

8157.  On  any  day? — Yes  ; but  particularly  on  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays. 

8158.  Do  you  make  a charge  upon  pork  for  toll  and  for  weighing  ? — Only  for  weighib", 
Ad.  a carcass. 


8159.  On  every  day  in  the  week? — Yes. 

8160.  Do  you  oblige  parties  to  come  in  upon  a market-day? — Yes;  there  is  no  other 
place  where  they  can  sell  but  with  us. 

8161.  Have  you  an  agreement  with  the  Tolls’  Committee? — No  more  than  that  we 
sent  in  a proposal,,  and  they  accepted  it. 

8162.  Did  it  state  what  you  were  to  levy  ?— No;  but  there  has  been  a toll-board  up  there 
for  years. 

8163.  What  are  your  charges?— A carcass  of  beef,  A\d. ; a cake  of  fat,  Id. ; hides,  Md. 
each  ; two  kips  and  runners,  \\d. ; calf-skins,  \d. ; veal,  Ad. ; pigs  and  bacon,  Ad. ; a sheep, 
2 \d. ; a lamb,  1 \d. 
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8164.  Where  do  you  weigh  meat?— At  the  shambles;  and  pork  in  the  crane.  ' ARMAGH, 

8165.  Do  you  ever  weigh  wheat,  oats,  or  barley  ? — We  do,  if  required.  m January,  vm. 

8166.  Where  do  you  weigh  them  ? — In  the  scales.  — - ’ 

8167.  Where  do  you  weigh  hay  and  straw? — On  the  weigh-bridge.  592. 

8168.  What  do  you  charge? — Two  pence.  MarJ’  Browne. 

8169.  What  scales  have  you  ? — Four  scales,  and  a weigh -bridge  for  hay  and  straw. 

8170.  What  do  you  charge  for  corn  ? — Two  pence  a sack. 

8171.  Do  you  give  a ticket  for  corn  ? — Yes  ; and  weigh  the  empty  sack,  and  mark  the 
weight  on  the  foot  of  the  ticket,  and  take  off  the  tare. 

8172.  Do  you  give  a ticket  for  hay  and  straw? — Yes;  and  give  the  weight  of  the  empty 

cart.  1 

8173.  What  staff  have  you? — One  man  for  the  beef  and  pork;  and  I take  down  the 
weights  myself,  and  give  a list  to  every  buyer  who  comes  to  the  market,  and  keep  a check 
upon  it,  so  that  if  a countryman  came  back  in  the  evening  for  a copy,  I could  give  it  to  him; 
and  I could  give  the  weight  of  every  tiling  at  the  end  of  the  year,  as  well  as  the  day  it  was 
weighed. 

8174.  How  do  you  weigh  wheat  or  barley  ? — To  the  pound,  down  weight. 

8175.  What  would  bring  the  scale  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight  ? One  pound. 

8176.  What  deduction  ? — Nothing  at  all. 

8177.  Do  you  weigh  the  sack,  and  deduct  the  tare? — Yes. 

8178.  Do  you  weigh  barley  the  same  way  ? — Yes ; just  the  same  way. 

8179.  Are  odd  pounds  paid  for  ? — They  are. 

8 1 80.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  private  weighing  ? — Never. 

8181.  Did  anybody  ever  come  back  to- check  their  weight  with  you  ? — They  did  ; but  I 
often  found  that  the  weights  were  right. 

8182.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  pork  here? — By  the  short  hundred- weight;  and  it  is 
bought  by  the  120  pounds. 

8183.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound  ? — Yes ; down  weight,  and  if  it  is  light  weight,  and  will 
not  strike,  one  pound  must  be  given  to  make  up  the  weight. 

8184.  What  deductions? — Eleven  pounds  on  every  pig  which  is  hung  on  the  scale. 

8185.  If  the  pig  weighed  two  hundred-weight  and  eleven  pounds,  what  would  you  call  it? 

— Two  hundred-weight. 

8186.  You  give  it  in  short  hundreds-weight  ? — Yes,  and  let  the  buyer  make  it  into  long 
liundreds-weight. 

8187.  Do  they  deduct  from  the  twenty-eight  pounds  in  bringing  it  into  long  hundred- 
weight?— No  ; from  the  thirty  pounds,  I think. 

8188.  AVhat  ticket  do  you  give  ? — I keep  a list,  and  I put  every  name  in  it. 

8189.  But  suppose  a single  pig  is  bought  ? — Then  I always  give  a ticket. 

8190.  Do  you  make  any  additional  deduction  upon  a wet  day  ? — No  ; although  different 
people  came  to  me  and  said  I should  do  so,  but  I would  not;  I leave  it  between  the  buyers 
and  sellers  themselves. 

8191.  Do  the  buyers  pay  extra  for  the  long  weight  ? — I am  sure  if  the  pigs  were  sold  by 
short  weight  they  would  be  sold  cheaper. 

8192.  What  is  the  deduction  of  eleven  pounds  for? — For  feet  and  head. 

8 1 93.  Do  the  farmers  get  the  feet  and  head  ? — They  do  not ; at  one  time  there  was  only 
four  pounds  taken  off  the  pig,  and  then  it  came  to  eight  pounds,  and  the  first  day  the 
attempt  was  made  there  was  a regular  stand  in  the  market ; the  fanners  would  not  give  it, 
and  the  buyers  would  not  buy  without  it,  for  they  had  to  give  it  themselves  ; and  a gentle- 
man wrote  to  Belfast  and  other  places  about  it,  and  the  answer  he  got  back  was,  that  if  the 
sellers  did  not  like  it,  they  might  keep  their  pigs  at  home. 

8 1 94.  How  do  you  weigh  meat  ? — It  is  weighed  to  the  half  pound  until  it  comes  to  twenty 
pounds,  and  over  that  it  is  weighed  to  the  pound,  down  weight,  and  no  deductions. 

8195.  Do  you  let  the  shambles? — Yes. 

8196.  Do  you  still  charge  for  the  old  shambles,  although  they  are  shut  up? — Yes; 
if  they  come  upon  the  ground  at  all.  There  are  poor  butchers  who  stand  in  the  open  air, 
who  pay  nothing. 


Mr.  James  Broivne  Boyd  examined. 

8197.  Do  you  reside  in  Armagh  ? — I do. 

8198.  Do  you  buy  flax  in  this  market  ? — I do. 

8199.  AVhat  quantity  ? — I think  you  might  say  about  200,000  pounds-weight  a-year. 

8200.  Is  it  bought  in  the  street  ? — It  is ; and  weighed  at  the  private  stores. 

8201.  Is  any  toll  charged  upon  it? — None. 

8202.  How  is  it  sold? — Made  up  in  bundles,  by  the  stone  of  sixteen  pounds,  and  a quarter 
of  a pound  allowance. 

8203.  Is  it  weighed  standing  beam  ? — It  is. 

8204.  Is  that  the  custom  of  the  town  ? — It  is. 

8205.  Is  there  any  charge  made  for  weighing  or  porterage  ? — One  halfpenny  a stone  is 
charged  by  the  buyer  for  the  store. 

8206.  Is  that  part  of  the  profits  ? — If  you  have  not  a store  of  your  own,  it  is  generally 
given  to  the  person  in  whose  house  you  pay  the  sellers. 

8207.  But  if  you  have  a store  of  your  own? — Then  it  is  part  of  the  profits. 

8208.  AVhat  do  you  deduct  upon  the  hundred-weight  ? — Two  pounds,  if  it  is  bought  by 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


358 


PAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


ARMAGH,  tlie  hundred-weight.  "We  labour  under  a sad  disadvantage  here  through  the  want  of  an 

m January , 1853.  inspector,  and  frauds  occur  to  a very  large  extent.  First,  there  is  putting  damp  flax  into 

the  centre  of  the  stone ; another,  is  putting  inferior  flax  into  the  centre  of  the  stone  ; a 

593'  third,  is  selling  before  the  market  hours  ; a fourth,  is  re-selling  by  the  jobbers  after  it  has 

Mr.  Jas.  B.  Boyd.  been  sold. 

8209.  Are  frauds  practised  by  the  buyer  ? — Very  frequently  ; after  persons  buy  the  flax, 
they  will  not  take  it  if  the  market  falls.  There  is  a penalty  of  10s.  in  the  Act  for  such 
frauds  as  these  ; but  if  you  have  to  go  before  a magistrate  and  make  your  complaint,  it 
takes  a great  deal  of  time  and  trouble.  Now,  if  there  were  an  inspector  in  the  market  who 
would  make  it  his  business  to  bring  such  parties  before  the  magistrates  it  would  be  a very 
great  advantage. 

8210.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  for  flax,  and  obliging  it  all  to 
be  sold  and  weighed  there ? — Most  certainly ; but  it  could  not,  possibly,  be  all  weighed 
here. 

8211.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  all  produce  standing  beam,  the  exact  weight, 
and  abolishing  all  deductions  ? — I think  it  is  just  as  broad  as  it  is  long. 

8212.  Does  it  not  keep  up  a fictitious  price  to  make  these  deductions  ? — There  is  not  a 
grower  of  flax  in  Ireland  who  does  not  understand  them. 

8213.  But  would  it  not  be  well  to  give  things  their  proper  names? — I should  not  have 
the  least  objection,  not  the  slightest. 

8214.  Is  not  the  system  of  charging  id.  a stone,  making  the  seller  pay  for  your  store  ? — 
It  is  the  custom  all  over  the  country,  and  in  Monaghan  and  Cavan  they  charge  1 d. 

8215.  Would  you  give  the  same  price  if  it  were  knocked  off? — Certainly  not. 

8216.  How  many  stones  do  you  buy  on  a market-day  ? — From  1,000  to  3,000. 

8217.  Instead  of  the  merchant  charging  the  farmer  \d.  a stone,  if  the  trustees  provided 
proper  accommodation,  and  charged  \d.  a stone,  would  it  not  be  an  improvement? — Yes  : 
but  you  cannot  trust  your  property  lying  about  a store. 

8218.  It  would  be  just  the  same  as  in  your  own  store. 


594. 

Mr.  James  Kidd. 


Mr.  James  Kidd  examined. 

8219.  Do  you  reside  in  Armagh  ? — I do. 

8220.  You  are  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — I am. 

8221.  Are  the  markets  in  this  town  conducted  satisfactorily  ? — In  general,  I think,  they 
are. 

8222.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a general  market  for  all  articles  of  produce? — 
I do  not  think  it  could  be  done ; there  wrould  not  be  room. 

8223.  Would  it  not  be  an  improvement  to  have  all  corn  sold  and  weighed  in  a public 
market? — It  would,  provided  sufficient  accommodation  could  be  provided.  I have  known 
400  tons  of  wheat  sold  without  being  taken  off  the  carts  at  all ; now  I doubt  very  much 
if  that  quantity  could  be  weighed  in  the  public  scales  ; I do  not  say  that  it  might  not  be 
done. 

8224.  As  a principle,  is  not  the  system  of  weighing  in  private' an  objectionable  one  ? — 
It  is ; although  I may  say  I know  the  trade  for  the  last  thirty  years,  and  I have  heard  very 
few  complaints;  I have  no  doubt,  however,  that  frauds,  in  that  way,  have  been  committed, 
which  we  hear  nothing  of.  I would  make  an  exception,  as  regards  a public  market,  in  the 
case  of  flax,  because  it  all  comes  in  weighed  and  made  up  in  small  bundles  of  sixteen  and 
a-quarter  pounds. 

8225.  Would  it  not  be  a great  advantage  to  have  the  honest  trader  as  well  as  the  farmer 
protected  ? — It  would,  certainly. 

8226.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country? — Decidedly  ; the  stone  of  fourteen  pounds,  the  hundred-weight  of  112  pounds, 
and  the  ton  of  twenty  hundred-weight. 

8227.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions  under  the  name  of  beamage, 
weighing  to  the  pound,  standing  beam,  and  only  taking  off  the  actual  tare  of  the  sack  or 
firkin  ? — Yes ; it  would  be  the  simplest  and  the  fairest,  and  would  give  general  satisfaction ; 
I would  also  like  to  have  112  pounds  weight  of  pork  instead  of  120  pounds. 

8228.  Does  not  the  present  system  keep  up  a fictitious  price  ? — It  certainly  does. 

8229.  Would  it  not  be  a very  great  advantage  that,  in  such  a market,  you  could  obtain 
the  proper  statistics  of  the  country  ? — It  would  be  very  desirable. 

8230.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  market  open  and  close  at  a certain  hour  ? 
— I think  it  would  be  a very  good  plan  ; jobbers  go  out  at  present  and  meet  the  people 
on  the  roads  ; when  corn  is  bought  by  sample,  if  there  be  a rise  in  the  market  you  will, 
perhaps,  hear  nothing  more  of  the  seller,  and  if  it  falls,  he  is  sure  to  bring  it  in,  and,  perhaps, 
a large  quantity  along  with  it. 

8231.  Of  course  your  opinion  would  refer  equally  to  the  pork  market  and  to  every 
thing  else? — Certainly. 

8232.  You  would  have  the  charge  only  sufficient  to  support  the  market  respectably  ? — 
Nothing  more. 

8233.  You  would  not  allow  it  to  be  made  the  source  of  revenue  to  any  public  body  or 
private  individual  ? — Certainly  not. 

8234.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  it  vested  in  trustees,  who  should  represent  all 
classes  ? — I think  so  ; I would  certainly  like  to  have  the  farmers  represented. 
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Mr.  William  Paton  re-examined. 

8235.  Have  you  heard  the  opinions  expressed  to-day  ? — I have. 

8236.  Do  you  generally  concur  in  them  ? — I do. 

8237.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market? — I would. 

8238.  And  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the  country  ? — Certainly. 

8239.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam,  to  the  pound,  and  abolishing 
all  deductions  ? — I would,  decidedly. 


ARMAGH, 

Oth  January,  1853. 

595. 

Mr.  William  Paton. 


A Schedule  of  the  Rates  of  the  Tolls  and  Customs,  to  be  applied  for  the  Improvement  of  the 
Markets  and  the  City  of  Armagh. 


Schedule  of  Tolls  and 
Customs,  &c. 


Market-house  Customs. 

s.  d. 

For  every  sack  of  meal,  weighing  in- 


cluded, . . . .03 

Sack  of  oats,  do.,  . 0 3 

Do.,  not  weighed,  . .02 

Bag  of  flour,  . . .02 

Standing  for  sack  of  potatoes,  . 0 1 

Standing  for  cart  or  car  of  do.,  . 0 2 

Crock  or  firkin  of  butter,  weighing 

included,  . . .02 


Chas.  Keats,  Cranemaster. 


Shambles’  Customs. 


Carcass  of  beef, 

Cake  of  fat,  . 

Hide, 

Two  kips  or  runners, 
Calf-skin, 

Veal  calf, 

Pig,  or  bacon, 

Sheep, 

Lamb, 


s. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


d. 

H 

l 


0} 

4 

4 

a 


Felix  Hughes,  Cranemaster. 


Tolls  payable  on  the  several  articles  occupying  the  streets  in  the  City  of  Armagh,  on  Fair  and 
Market  Days,  &c.,  under  the  denomination  of  Street  Customs. 
d. 


Standing  occupied  by  shoemakers,  . 0 1 
Car  with  young  pigs,  . .02 

Hatter’s  standing,  . , .01 

Covered  standing,  . . .02 

Uncovered  do.,  . . .01 

Stocking-man’s  crate  or  standing,  . 0 2 
Creel  of  fruit,  . . .01 

Sack  of  do.,  . . .01 

Sack  of  salt,  . . .01 

31s<  day  of  October,  1821. 


Car,  with  plants,  young  trees,  brooms, 


&c.,  . . . .02 

Standing,  with  wool,  . .01 

Crockery  standings,  . .02 

Auction  in  the  street,  . .06 

Standing,  with  grass,  . .02 

Carpenter’s  standing,  . .02 

Cooper’s  work,  . . .02 

Nailer’s  standing,  . . .01 


Armagh  Tolls,  in  Account  with  the  Treasurer. 


November,  To 

November  3, 
December  1, 
December  18, 


Paid  Mrs.  Vogan  balf-ycar’s  rent,  to  1st,  inclusive,  less 
poor-rates,  6s.,  ..... 

Paid  order,  No.  61,  ..... 

„ „ No.  62, 

„ Collector  crown-rent  for  markets,  <fcc.,  . . 


£ s.  d. 


5 14  0 
34  10  2 
14  18  2 
0 6 10 


1852. 
January, 
February  4, 
March, 

April, 

May, 

May  1 9, 

June,  7, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 


„ Order,  No.  63,  . 

„ „ No.  64, 

„ „ No.  65, 

„ „ No.  66, 

„ „ No.  67, 

„ Mrs.  Vogan  half-year’s  rent  of  shambles,  to  1st, 
inclusive,  ..... 
„ Order,  No.  68,  ..... 

„ „ No.  69, 

„ „ No.  70, 

„ „ No.  71, 

„ „ No.  72, 

„ Interest  on  57  debentures,  to  1st  November,  1851, 
£20  each ; interest,  £1  4s.  each;  Nos.  1 to  60, 
inclusive,  ..... 

„ Interest  to  November,  1850,  on  3 debentures,  Nos. 

9,  10,  and  26,  . . 

„ Crown-rent  for  markets  and  fairs,  . 

Incidents,  ...... 

Balance  brought  down  to  new  account, 


7 9 8 
6 13  7 

10  7 8 

8 5 4 
29  11  8 

6 0 0 
34  11  7 
1 8 0 
3 13  0 
151  13  4 
18  0 


68  8 Q 

3 12  0 
0 6 10 
0 2 6 
268  7 2 


£657  7 


6 
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ARMAGH, 

(ilk  January,  1803. 

Schedule  of  Tolls  and 
Customs,  &c.  • 


Armagh  Tolls,  in  Account  with  the  Treasurer — continued. 


1851. 
November, 
November, 

1852. 

February  4, 
May  4, 

August  4, 


Ci\ 

By  Balance  from  last  year’s  account, 

„ Keay’s  and  Hughes’s  bills,  £25  and  £02  10s., 


„ Casli  from  Town  Commissioners  for  rent, 


£ s.  d. 
300  7 6 
87  10  0 


87  10  0 
87  10  0 
87  10  0 
1 0 0 


In  Treasurer’s  hands, 

This  account,  examined  and  found  correct,  leaving  a balance  of  two 
pounds,  seven  shillings  and  two  pence  in  the  Treasurer’s  hands. 


£057  7 0. 

. £2G8  7 2 
Thos.  Dobbin. 
hundred  and  sixty-eight 

Geo.  Scott. 

J ames  Bennett. 


LURGAN, 

1th  January,  1853. 

596. 

John  Haiulcock,  esq. 


dated  the  22nd  of  June,  1 630,  granted  by  Charles  I.,  to  Sir  William  Brownlow,  Knight,  in  the 
fifth  year  of  his  reign.  He  was  the  ancestor  of  the  present  Lord  Lurgan. 

8246.  Lord  Lurgan  is  the  representative  of  the  original  patentee  ?-*-Yes. 

8247.  And  consequently  owner  of  the  fairs  and  markets? — Yes. 

8248.  What  does  the  patent  grant  ? — One  free  market  weekly  on  every  Friday,  and  two 
fairs  yearly,  one  on  the  feast  of  St.  James,  and  the  other  on  the  feast  of  St.  Martin ; the 
fairs  to  continue  two  days,  respectively,  unless  they  happen  to  fall  upon  Saturday  or  Sunday, 
when  they  are  to  be  held  on  the  Monday  next  following,  and  continue  two  days,  and  it  grants 
courts  of pie  poudre  with  all  tolls,  customs,  profits,  emoluments,  jurisdiction,  and  privileges, 
whatever  belonging  to  the  said  markets  and  fairs.  All  these  tolls  were  given  up  by  the 
present  Lord  Lurgan’s  grandfather. 

8249.  Is  the  market  now  held  on  Friday? — No;  it  is  held  on  Thursday,  in  consequence 
of  the  opening  of  the  railroad,  and  the  Belfast  market  being  on  Friday. 

8250.  When  was  the  change  made? — In  October,  1841.  A memorial  was  presented  to 
Lord  Lurgan  from  the  townspeople. 

8251 . Was  there  any  authority  or  patent  obtained  for  the  change  ? — I believe  not. 

8252.  There  was  no  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum  sent  down  to  ascertain  if  the  change 
affected  any  neighbouring  market  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

8253.  Is  there  any  market  within  seven  miles  held  upon  Thursday  ? — I am  not  aware 
of  any. 

8254.  Are  tolls  paid  at  the  fairs  ? — -No. 

8255.  When  were  they  abandoned  ? — Upwards  of  thirty  years  ago. 

8256.  Was  it  in  consequence  of  opposition  ? — It  was. 

8257.  Are  the  fairs  held  upon  the  days  mentioned  in  the  patent? — They  are. 

8258.  What,  are  the  days? — The  5th  and  6th  of  August,  and  22nd  and  23rd  of  November. 
The  second  fair  day  is  now  of  very  little  consequence. 

8259-  Are  there  any  other  fairs  held? — Yes;  there  is  a fair  on  the  second  Thursday  in 
every  month. 

8260.  Was  there  a patent  obtained  ? — None,  whatever;  it  was  done  by  general  consent. 

828 1 . Are  there  enclosed  market  places  here  ? — N ot  except  for  the  linen  market.  There 
are  two  linen  markets,  one  in  a house  for  diapers  and  damasks,  and  another  in  a yard, 
enclosed,  for  lawns  and  lighter  fabrics.  There  is  a market-house  for  meal,  with  a weigh- 
bridge attached  for  weighing  hay  and  straw. 

8262.  What  other  market  accommodation? — There  is  a house,  or  rather  a wooden  box, 
with  scales  for  weighing  corn.  There  is  also  a wooden  weigh-house  for  pork,  and  butter 
sheds,  also  under  cover.  There  is  a fowl  market,  but  there  is  no  accommodation  for  it. 

8263.  Then  all  the  corn,  butter,  pork,  and  every  thing  except  linen,  are  sold  in  the  open 
street? — Yes;  the  meat  is  sold  in  sheds,  which  are  private  property. 

8264.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town  weighed  at  the  places  you  have 
mentioned  ? — A great  deal  of  the  grain  is  weighed  at  the  private  stores. 

8265.  Where  is  pork  weighed  ? — All  in  the  public  scales. 

8266.  Where  is  butter  weighed  ? — A good  deal  is  weighed  about  the  town.  Meal  is 
weighed  sometimes  in  the  scales,  and  sometimes  at  private  stores.  The  meal-market  has 
very  much,  decreased. 


Lurgan,  January  7,  1853. 

John  Handcock,  esq.,  examined. 

8240.  Do  you  reside  iu  Lurgan  ? — I do. 

8241.  Are  you  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners? — Yes.  and  seneschal  of  Lurgan. 

8242.  You  are  agent  of  Lord  Lurgan? — Yes. 

8243.  When  were  you  appointed  seneschal  ? — In  April  last. 

8244.  How  long  has  the  town  been  under  the  control  of  Town  Commissioners? — -Since 
1829. 

.8245.  Under  what  patent  are  the  fairs  and  markets  held  in  this  town  ? — Under  a patent, 
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8267.  Is  all  the  linen  sold  in  the  Linen-hall  ?— No  ; merely  for  what  is  called  the  open  J-URGAX, 
market.  There  is  a good  deal  of  manufacturing  carried  on  independent  of  the  market  January,  1959. 

altogether  ; it  is  used  by  the  small  manufacturers  and  by  weavers.  The  open  market  had  595 

fallen  off,  but  the  trade  is  increasing.  „ _T  . John  Handcock,  esq. 

8-,68.  Are  all  the  markets  under  the  superintendence  of  Lord  Lurgan  . No;  he  docs 
not  exercise  control  over  them.  The  butter  market  and  the  pork  market  were  erected  by 
subscription.  I11  1840,  a Market  Committee  was  established,  who  raised  money  by  sub- 
scription, and  erected  sheds  for  the  sale  of  pork  and  butter,  and  made  a small  charge  tor 
weighing,  to  cover  the  expense. 

8269.  Did  they  appoint  a weighmaster? — They  did. 

8270.  What  weighmaster  has  Lord  Lurgan  appointed? — The  weighmaster  for  the  meal 

8271.  Is  there  a sufficient  number  of  beams  and  scales  provided? — I should  think  so  ; I 

have  heard  no  complaints  on  the  subject.  , 

8272.  If  all  the  agricultural  produce  had  to  go  to  the  public  crane,  would  there  be 
sufficient  accommodation  ? — I should  think  not. 

8273.  Is  any  of  the  weighmasters  sworn? — None  of  them. 

8274.  Do  they  charge  what  they  like,  or  is  there  a scale  laid  down  ?— There  is  a certain 
scale  ; I never  heard  complaints  about  it,  and  never  interfered. 

8270.  Do  they  account  to  you  for  their  receipts  ? — No. 

8276.  They  keep  what  they  receive  as  salaries?— Yes.  . , . ,, 

8277.  Is  corn  sold  here  by  the  barrel  or  by  the  hundred-weight  ?— By  the  hundred- 
weight of  1 12  pounds. 

8278.  Where  are  the  fairs  held  ?— In  the  open  street. 

8279.  No  enclosed  fair-green  ?— No  fair-green  of  any  kind. 

8280.  Do  you  consider  the  street  a convenient  place  for  the  holding  ot  lairs.—  1 
have  heard  inconvenience  much  complained  of;  the  streets  are  crowded  a little  upon 

828 1.  Would  not  an  enclosed  fair-green  be  better? — I do  not  know  that  it  would  be  of 
very  much  use  here  ; there  is  not  much  cattle,  and  it  is  a very  bad  horse  fair. 

8282.  Do  the  townspeople  complain  of  the  streets  being  crowded.  They  complain 
more  on  market  days;  the  market  is  increasing,  and  it  is  all  held  at  one  part  of  the  town, 
where  there  is  considerable  pressure. 

8283.  Have  you  a flax  market  here  ?— No.  . . „ A ~ 

82-4  Would'  vou  explain  how  the  Market  Committee  was  originally  constituted  . —On 

the  26th  of  October,  1841,  a meeting  was  held,  at  which  it  was  resolved  to  alter  the 
market  dav,  and  to  hold  monthly  fairs.  Then  there  was  a subscription  list  opened  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  butter  sheds  and  a pork  market,  and  £76  was  subscribed  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  town,  which  was  vested  entirely  in  the  hands  of  a Committee  of  fifteen 
gentlemen  who  were  named  at  the  first  meeting,  the  survivors  of  whom  still  continue  to 
act.  They  laid  out  the  money  in  erecting  sheds,  and  made  certain  charges  for  the  U6e  01 
the  scales  and  weights. 

82-5.  It  is  not  held  in  shares?— Not  at  all.  9 , 

8286.  Was  the  appointment  of  these  gentlemen  sanctioned  by  Lord  Lurgan  .—Yes  , he 
was  one  of  them  himself.  Three  years  ago  a joint  committee  was  formed,  when  the  Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction  Act  was  passed,  which  gave  additional  power  to  Town  Commissioners 
over  markets;  a joint  committee  was  formed,  at  a meeting  held  here,  of  the  Mai ket  Com- 
mittee and  the  Town  Commissioners,  to  carry  out  arrangements  for  the  butter  and  pork 

"'^SL  Have  you  a secretary  and  treasurer  ?— We  have  a secretary  who  is  also  clerk  to 
the  Town  Commissioners.  We  have  no  treasurer,  the  money  is  lodged  in  the  bank. 

8288.  Of  course  the  four  Town  Commissioners  are  changed  yearly  ?— They  are  appointed 

8289.  Did  the  Committee  appoint  a weighmaster  ?— They  did.  , 

8290.  Is  there  one  weighmaster  for  pork  and  butter  ?— There  is.  II  e had  foimerly  two, 
but  one  man  manages  both  now ; we  have  also  a weighmistress. 

8291.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  proper  accommodation,  sufficient 
staff"  and  sworn  weighmasters,  and  have  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  and  weighed 

thcrc  9 it  is  a very  difficult  question.  I think  myself  some  of  the  markets  w ould  be  very 

advantageously  removed  to  a market  square,  but  there  would  be  great  objection  upon  the 
part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  It  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  them  all  class  fied, 
and  have  proper  accommodation,  but  I do  not  know  where  you  would  get  a square  large 
enough. 

8292.  These  are  matters  of  detail,  but  as  r< 

1 *8293  "w'o old  you  lie  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over 
the  country?— Most  decidedly.  1 would  have  au  uniform  system  of  dealing  every- 

'V,8294.  What  would  you  think  the  best  uniform  system  of  weighing  ?— We  have  been 
always  accustomed  to  the  stone  and  hundred-weight  I should  like  myself  to  get  tl c 
decimal  system  of  weights  introduced,  but  if  that  could  not  be  earned  out,  I should  like  to 
weiXbv  ' the  hundred-weight  and  stone.  Pork  hero  is  bought  by  tlio  long  hundred-weight,  ot 
0110° hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  which  is  illegal,  and  I endeavoured  to  stop  the  piactice, 
but  they  evade  the  law  by  purchasing  by  so  many  pounds.  A 


garils  the  principle? — As  regards  the  principle, 
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LURGAN,  8295.  ftdlni  be  in  favour  of  weighing  all  agricultural  produce  standing  beam  to  the 
■hiiuianj.  to. .!.  pound,  and  abolishing  all  deductions  ? — I certainly  would.  ’ 

596,  rJifFf'R°-eS  n0t  tl>e  B'Te,,t  bominaiiy  paying  for  a certain  ouantity,  and  in 

>hn  Handcock,  esq.  ^eailt7  &ettmg  a great  deal  more,  if  it  does  not  actually  injure  the  farmers,  tend  at  least  to 

keep  up  a fictitious  price  ?— Certainly  it  does.  8CT0 

8297.  AVould  you  approve  of  opening  and  closing  the  market  at  a certain  hour  9— T 
would  ; we  do  so  here  with  the  linen  and  pork  markets. 

, 8J9t8'  ^ould  "ot  ,be  a VC1T  great  advantage  that,  in  such  a market,  you  would  bo  able 
!oets  whSr  ,ST  w the  “0Un“T  ?~0f  °omse  * ™>M ; the  only  difficulty  I 

of  tS  ot“BoZf  W0UW  m “ 11,6  *"“»  coml>lain  a good  dLl 

faiwr  slio,,ld  bc  nothins  more  tiian  wouid  "w* 

8300.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  private  weighing?— One  or  two 

instances,  but  they  are  very  rare.  b ° lwo 

8301.  Does  not  the  system  offer  great  facilities  for  fraud,  if  a person  chooses  to  be 
dishonest  —I  do  not  know ; 1 see  great  difficulties  in  carrying  out  a wholesale  system  of 
weighing,  for  1 fear  it  never  could  be  got  through. 

T*  are  J0ur  ?lut!es  “ 3eliescllal  ?— Practically  nothing  ; I never  hold  a court 
resident  herey°“  * ra“glSlrllte  °r  ?~l  “i  ‘her°  is  mother  gentleman  also 

8304.  Then  you  have  no  great  difficulty  in  deciding  disputes  ?— No 
8 ln  Place®  whcre  thcre  are  no  local  magistrates,  would  it  not  he  desirable  to  give 
the  down  Commissioners  increased  powers  ?— Yes,  I would  give  them  very  extensive 
poweis  for  deciding  disputes  and  regulating  the  markets. 

8306.  As  a general  rule  throughout  the  whole  country,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  vesting 
?7  W°Uld  bG  “ favour  nesting  them  ij the  Town  CoLLSnS 

WoiJd  not  that  vesting  them  altogether  in  buyers  ? Do  you  not  think  it 

w^n  nf  +Gtter  t0  VGSt  them  111  trustees  selected  from,  and  representing  all  classes  ? I 

would  like  to  see  a greater  number  of  persons  voting,  and  the  Town  Commissioners  made 

2 XrTis  OT?  lSrdErifrrm,gA  1,0  “ ",Pr ’*  V“ted  “ S0'™  co”trolli"g  PWOT.  such 
as  there  is  o\ei  Boards  of  Guardians,  and  functionaries  of  the  same  descrintion  It 

seems  to  me,  that  a local  government  of  that  sort,  elected  by  the  inhabitants,  affords  the 
best  safeguard  for  having  the  market  well  looked  after. 


Ellen  Browne  examined. 

8308.  Do  you  reside  in  Lurgan  ? — I do. 

lVlat, is  Jour  occ“l“tilJ1'  1 superintend  the  weighing  of  corn  at  the  crane 
By  'lhom  wcr“  J™»  Appointed  ?— By  the  late  Lord  Lurgan ; he  continued  me  in 
the  office,  as  successor  to  my  father,  who  held  it  before. 

S31 1.  How  many  beams  and  scales  have  you?-A  large  one  for  weighing  corn,  and  a 
small  one  for  weighing  the  empty  bags. 

8312.  How  many  persons  do  you  employ?— One  man  to  attend  the  scales  and  lift  the 
weights,  a do  the  clerk  s work  myself. 

8313.  Have  you  an  office  there  ?— Yes. 

oolt'  !,na11  the  COrn  weighed  at  your  scales?— No,  a very  small  proportion, 
the  book W iat  qUantlty  d°  you  weigh  in  a year?— 1 could  not  tell,  but  it  is  made  up  in 

8316.  You  keep-a  book  ? — Yes. 

®3,17 , D.02'°°  1',?!gh  any  th“g  lllt  corn  : Nothing;  and  a good  deal  of  the  corn  is 

weighed  at  the  meal  crane. 

8318.  You  do  not  account  for  your  receipts  ? — No,  I keep  the  receipts. 

8319.  What  do  you  charge?— One  penny  a draught,  large  or  small. 

8320.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  ? — A turn  of  the  beam. 

8321.  Do  you  require  the  scale  to  touch  the  ground  ? — Yes,  generally. 

8322.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound  ?— No,  to  the  two  pounds. 

8323.  If  it  were  standing  beam,  would  you  throw  out  two  pounds? Yes 

wi6n  a,  PfrS0n  m'W  losc  anY  tbing  short  of  two  pounds  ?— Yes,  he  may. 

832o.  VV  hat  deductions  do  you  make  for  beamage  ?— There  have  been  none  made  these 
tnree  years  past;  there  used  to  be  three  pounds  taken  off  the  beam  generally 

8326.  Do  you  deduct  the  weight  of  the  empty  sack  ?_Yes. 

oo?I‘  you  weioh  tlie  empty  sack  to  the  two  pounds  ?— No,  to  one  pound. 

8328.  Do  you  enter  the  weight  of  the  corn  in  the  book  ?— Yes,  and  the  name  of  the 
seller,  and  make  out  the  ticket  from  it. 

8329-  Do  you  put  the  price  in  the  ticket,  or  the  weight  of  the  sack  ?— No 

8330.  Do  you  weigh  on  every  day  in  the  week  ?— None  comes  in  except  upon  market, 
days,  but  if  it  did  I would  weigh  it. 

cqqo  vt16  °idd  P?unds  paKJ  for  Yes,  \d.  a pound  when  they  come  to  less  than  a stone. 

8332.  How  long  ha,ve  you  been  performing  the  duties  ? — Twenty  years. 

before3'  ^ ^ Weigh  a great  deal  last  yoar  The  market  was  better  than  the  year 

8334.  Could  you  give  a copy  of  a ticket  if  it  were  lost?— I could. 

8335.  But  not  the  tare  of  the  back  ? No. . 
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John  Macrory  examined. 

8336.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — Wcighmaster  of  the  meal  crane. 

8337.  By  whom  were  you  appointed ?— By  Mr.  Ilandcock,  agent  to  Lord  Lurgan. 

8333.  When  were  you  appointed? — I think  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  ago,  when  my 

father  died,  who  was  wcighmaster  before  me. 

8339.  What  weighing  accommodation  have  you  ? — A large  scale,  and  a weigh-bridge, 
and  sixteen  small  scales  for  potatoes,  which  I let  out  at  2d.  a day,  and  the  parties  them- 
selves weigh. 

8340.  What  do  you  weigh? — I used  to  weigh  a great  deal  of  meal,  hut  it  has  nearly  all 
left  the  market,  and  is  taken  upon  the  miller’s  word.  Whatever  com  is  fetched  to  me  I 
weigh. 

8341.  What  do  you  charge? — Two  pence  a draught. 

8342.  Independent  of  weight  ? — Yes. 

8343.  Tf  you  weighed  six  or  seven  stone  of  grain,  would  you  charge  2d.? — I would  only 
charge  1 d.  for  a hundred- weight,  but  any  thing  over  that  I charge  2d.  I sometimes  put 
two  bags  in  the  scale. 

8344.  What  is  your  system  of- weighing  grain? — Just  merely  a turn  of  the  beam. 

8345.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  ? — One  pound. 

8346.  If  it  were  standing  beam,  would  you  take  out  one  pound? — I would. 

8347.  That  is  all  a person  can  lose?  — It  is;  I do  not  think  he  would  lose  over  that. 

8348.  Do. you  deduct  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sacks?— I do. 

8349.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ? — Yes. 

8350.  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — Yes. 

8351.  What  does  the  ticket  state?— The  gross  weight,  the  date,  and  the  tare  of  the 
bags. 

8352.  No  beamage  ? — Nothing  at  all. 

8353.  Do  you  get  much  corn  to  weigh  ? — In  the  season  of  the  year  I do. 

8354.  Is  your  system  of  weighing  meal  the  same  ? — Exactly  the  same. 

8355.  And  potatoes  ? — Just  the  same. 

8356.  Is  there  much  corn  weighed  at  the  stores?— Yes,  considerably  more  than  I weigh. 

8357.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  private  weighing? — Very  seldom  in 
this  town. 

8353.  Did  you  ever  hear  persons  say  you  did  not  give  them  good  weight : — 1 did. 

8359.  Too  nice,  was  it  ? — Yes.  . 

8360.  What  is  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  private  stores? — They  sometimes  take 
two  pounds  on  the  draught,  sometimes  three  pounds,  and  sometimes  four  pounds. 

8361.  How  often  do  you  get  your  weights  adjusted? — About  once  or  twice  a year. 

8362.  What  would  it  take  to  bring  your  scales,  with  a heavy  draught,  from  standing 
beam  to  down  weight  ? — Half  a pound  or  one  pound. 

8363.  What  height  are  they  from  the  ground  ?— About  six  or  eight  inches. 

8364.  Do  you  keep  a copy  of  every  ticket  in  your  book  ? — I do. 

8365.  If  a man  lost  his  ticket,  could  you  give  him  a duplicate  ?— I could. 

8366.  Do  you  enter  the  tare  of  the  sack  ? — No. 

8367.  Do  you  account  for  your  receipts  to  Lord  Lurgan  ? — No ; they  are  for  my  own 
salary,  and  they  are  very  easily  kept  now. 

8368.  If  a person  brought  his  own  scales  to  weigh  potatoes,  would  you  oblige  him  to 
take  yours  ? — No. 

8369.  Do  you  keep  a book  for  the  crane? — No. 

8370.  Why  so  ? — Wo  get  very  little  to  do  there. 

8371 . What  staff  do  you  employ  ?— Sometimes  I have  a man,  and  sometimes  not. 

8372.  Are  odd  pounds  of  grain  paid  for? — Yes,  down  to  seven  pounds,  and  from  that 
they  are  calculated  at  the  next  lowest  even  price. 

8373.  Do  you  store  meal  or  grain  ? — I do. 

8374.  Do  you  charge  for  it  ? — Not  generally. 

8375.  I suppose  if  parties  weigh  with  you  they  get  storage  from  you  .-'—Yes,  gratis- 
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Mr.  William  Sear  examined. 

Do  you  reside  in  Lurgan  ? — I do ; I am  secretary  to  the  Committee  established 

and  also  clerk  to  the  Town  Commissioners. 

The  Market  Committee  raised  money  by  subscription  . Yes. 

How  was  it  spent?— In  erecting  butter  sheds  and  corn  boxes,  employing  a weigh- 
and  supplying  weights. 

They  make  a charge  for  weighing?— Yes. 

And  employ  a wcighmaster  ?— Yes  ; and  during  the  busy  season  he  has  an  assistant. 

Is  he  sworn? — No. 

Did  the  Committee  lay  down  a scale  of  charges?— I hey  did 
. What  are  the  charges? — In  the  pork  market  2d.  a draught;  butter  in  crocks  and 
1 d ; lump  butter  under  five  pounds,  nothing;  five  pounds  and  under  twenty,  2rf.; 
pounds  and  under  thirty  pounds.  Id. ; thirty  pounds  to  forty  pounds,  Ud.-  iovty 
to  fifty  pounds,  2d. ; fifty  pounds  to  sixty  pounds,  2 id.;  sixty  pounds  and  upwards,  3d. 
. No  higher  charge?— No.  . ,, 

Sixty  pounds  in  a crock  would  be  only  charged  Id.  (—  lhat  is  all. 

Is  not  that  a strange  arrangement  ?— That  is  the  arrangement  made  by  the 

3 A 2 
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Committee,  and  carried  out  by  the  weighmaster.  I can  give  no  information  as  to  the 
reason  why  the  difference  is  made. 

83S7 . Any  other  charge  ? — We  charge  Gd.  a day  to  merchants  for  the  use  of  the  scales  and 
storage,  when  they  use  our  butter  sheds. 

8388.  Can  you  give  us  a statement  of  your  receipts  and  expenditure  for  the  last  three 
years  ? — I can. 

Market  Committee,  Lurgan. — Pork  and  Butter  Markets. 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditure  for 

three  years,  cndii 

ag  31st  December,  1852. 

Receipts  for 

Weighing. 

Pork. 

Butter. 

Total. 

Expenditure . 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

74  12  8 

38  0 11 

112  13  7 

DC  13  4 

H.  Robinson,  Esq. 

William  Sear,  Secretary  to  the  Committee. 

8389.  What  was  done  with  the  surplus  revenue? — We  were  a little  in  debt  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  and  since  then  we  have  given  money  towards  the  improvement  of 
the  town,  and  we  give  £5  a year  for  keeping  the  town  clock  in  order.  My  own  salary  is 
not  included  there. 

8390.  What  is  the  balance  in  hands  now? — Seventeen  pounds. 

8391.  Do  the  Committee  themselves  derive  any  revenue  from  the  receipts? — Not  a 
fraction. 

William  Neill  examined. 

8392.  Do  you  reside  in  Lurgan  ? — I do. 

8393.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  weighmaster  for  butter  and  pork. 

8394.  By  whom  were  you  appointed  ? — By  the  Market  Committees. 

8395.  Do  you  account  to  them  for  your  receipts  ? — 1 do  ; and  I get  a weekly  salarv. 

8396.  What  are  your  charges  for  weighing  ? — T he  same  as  the  last  witness  has  stated. 

8397.  No  other  charge  ? — None. 

8398.  You  receive  Gd.  a stall  from  merchants  ? — Yes. 

8399.  Why  do  you  charge  so  much  more  for  lump  butter  than  you  do  for  crocks  or 
firkins  ? — There  might  be  a great  many  draughts  in  the  lump  butter,  and  there  is  more 
trouble  in  weighing. 

8400.  How  many  pair  of  scales  have  you  ? — Three  for  butter:  one  for  firkins,  and  two 
for  lump  butter,  one  small  and  one  large. 

8401.  What  in  the  pork  market? — One  large  scale. 

8402.  Do  you  give  a ticket? — Yes. 

8403.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  pork  ? — With  a cast  of  the  beam  to  the  pound. 

8404.  Then  a man  may  lose  one  pound  in  standing  beam  ? — He  may. 

8405.  What  deduction  ? — Eleven  pounds  on  each  pig,  which  always  lie  in  the  scale,  and 
are  never  brought  into  the  ticket  at  all. 

8406.  Do  you  make  it  twelve  pounds  upon  a wet  day  ? — No ; but  I believe  the  buyer 
does. 

8407.  What  is  that  for  ? — Head  and  feet 

8408.  Does  the  seller  get  the  head  and  feet  ? — I do  not  suppose  he  does. 

8409.  Do  you  weigh  by  the  short  hundred-weight  of  1 12  pounds  ?— I do  ; and  the  buyer 
makes  it  into  the  long  hundred-weight  of  1 20  pounds. 

8410.  Suppose  a pig  weigh  two  hundred-weight,  one  quarter,  and  twelve  pounds,  how 
does  the  buyer  bring  it  into  a long  hundred-weight  ? — Eight  pounds  to  the  hundred-weight 
is  deducted  from  the  long  hundred-weight. 

841 1.  Is  it  ever  deducted  from  the  short  hundred-weight  ? — No  ; that  would  not  be  fair 
to  the  seller. 

8412.  What  charge  is  made  ? — The  buyer  charges  Gd.  for  carriage  and  for  the  house. 

8413.  And  you  charge  2 d.  ? — Yes. 

8414.  Then  the  seller  loses  eleven  pounds  and  8d.  ?— Ho  does;  and  I have  seen  the 
buyer  take  off'  twelve  pounds  on  a wet  day. 

8415.  Then  the  seller  may  lose  thirteen  pounds,  including  one  pound  for  down  weight 
on  a pig  ? — He  may. 

8416.  What  is  the  average  weight  of  a pig? — One  hundred-weight  three  quarters. 

8417.  What  is  the  value  of  twelve  pounds  of  pork  ? — I suppose  os. 

8418.  Then  a farmer  may  lose  nearly  5s.  8 d.  on  every  pig  ? — lie  might.  Yesterday  there 
was  a man  losing  just  the  same  on  a pig  which  only  weighed  two  quarters  and  thirteen  pounds. 

8419.  What  does  the  buyer  do  for  the  Gd.  he  stops  ? — lie  only  just  puts  it  in  his  pocket. 

8420.  He  goes  into  a public  house,  perhaps,  where  he  has  nothing  at  all  to  pay,  for  the 
publicans  will  give  accommodation  in  order  to  have  custom. 

8421.  What  is  the  greatest  number  of  pigs  any  buyer  purchases  here  in  a day? He 

might  buy  twenty  or  thirty.  I knew  men  to  buy  fifty.  ” 

8422.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  about  persons  after  they  have  bought  a pig 
declaring  it  is  measly  ? — There  are  some  cases  of  it,  but  the  Committee  have  an  inspector  to 
inspect  pork. 

8423.  Do  the  farmers  generally  complain  of  the  deductions  and  charges  ?— They  have 
often  made  complaints  to  me  about  them,  but  I could  do  nothing;  the  system  has  been  so 
long  carried  on  they  cannot  do  any  thing. 
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8424.  Did  you  ever  hear  complaints  about  persons  scoring  pigs,  and  afterwards  saying 
they  were  measly,  and  wanting  to  cut  them  ? — That  may  be  done  in  other  places,  hut  there  it 
is  an  inspector  here  who  would  decide  whether  the  pig  was  measly  or  not  at  once. 

8425.  Does  he  decide  as  to  the  deduction  for  measles? — No;  I mark  upon  the  ticket 
that  the  pig  is  measly,  and  the  buyer  and  seller  arrange  the  deductions. 

8426.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  crocks  of  butter? — Down  weight  to  the  pound. 

8427-  What  deduction? — I deduct  nothing;  I have  the  butter  turned  out  of  the  crock, 

and  weigh  the  crock,  and  then  put  in  the  butter,  and  weigh  crock  and  all,  and  I give  the 
net  weight. 

8428.  Is  there  no  beamage? — Generally  two  pounds  taken  off  each  crock,  from  thirty 
to  sixty  pounds  for  waste,  and  from  that  up,  four  pounds. 

8429.  What  charges  are  made  ? — Sixpence  each  crock. 

8430.  Does  that  include  cooperage? — Yes;  and  Id-  is  paid  to  one. 

8431.  How  do  you  weigh  lump  butter? — To  the  quarter  pound,  with  a cast  of  the  beam, 
and  no  deductions ; there  is  one  pound  beamage  taken  off  twenty  pounds,  between  the 
buyer  and  seller,  but  it  is  not  a rule  of  the  market. 

8432.  Do  you  strip  firkins? — No  ; we  take  the  brand  on  them. 

8433.  How  do  you  know  that  it  is  right? — If  there  is  any  doubt,  it  is  weighed;  I have 
known  firkins  to  be  one  pound  and  two  pounds  more  than  was  marked  on  them. 

Mr.  William  Murray  examined. 

8434.  Do  you  live  in  Lurgan  ? — 1 do.  1 

8435.  Are  you  in  the  butter  trade? — I am. 

8436.  Do  you  buy  firkin  and  crock  butter? — I do. 

8437.  Is  the  evidence  of  the  last  witness  correct  as  to  the  charges  in  the  market? — 

It  is. 

8438.  What  deductions  do  you  make? — Two  pounds  a crock  up  to  sixty  pounds,  and 
over  that  four  pounds. 

8439-  The  same  on  the  firkin? — Yes. 

8440.  For  what  do  you  charge  the  seller  sixpence  on  each  crock  or  firkin  ? — We  have  to 
pay  the  cooper ; he  lias  to  take  it  out  and  put  it  in,  and  put  a head  upon  it,  and  between 
all  there  is  nothing  saved. 

8441.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  to  the  pound,  standing  beam,  and  abolishing 
all  deductions  ? — If  it  were  a rule  in  every  other  market  it  would  be  far  better ; it  puts 
nothing  in  our  pockets.  The  Market  Committee  here  made  a regulation  that  the  farmer 
should  be  paid  for  all  the  butter  he  had,  and  it  was  put  up,  the  notice  in  print,  for  the 
farmers  to  sec  it ; and  when  we  gave  them  their  choice  which  they  would  take,  they  all 
cried  out  to  get  the  high  prices,  and  give  the  deductions. 

8442.  Perhaps  you  offered  them  less  than  the  difference  ? — Oh,  no. 

8443.  Does  not  the  system  keep  up  a fictitious  price  ? — It  does. 

8444.  Is  this  a large  market? — It  is  not ; I can  get  more  in  Armagh  in  one  day,  where 
there  aro  fifteen  buyers,  than  here  in  four  days. 

8445.  Would  you  be  in  favour  for  a general  market  for  butter  ? — Yes ; very  much  so. 

8446.  Have  every  thing  weighed  to  the  one  pound  standing  beam,  and  make  no  deductions 
but  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  firkin  or  sack  ? — I would  be  very  much  in  favour  of 
such  a system. 

Mr.  Richard  Coulter  examined. 

Mr 

8447-  Are  you  one  of  the  Market  Committee? — I am. 

8448.  Are  you  a farmer  ? — 1 am. 

8449.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — About  a mile  from  Lurgan. 

8450.  Do  you  sell  butter  here  ?— I do. 

8451.  How  much  land  do  you  farm  ? — About  sixty  acres. 

8452.  Are  the  answers  we  have  received  generally  correct,  in  your  opinion,  as  to  the 
charges  and  deductions  at  the  market  here  ? — Yes;  at  first  the  system  was  not  so  bad.  but 
the  practice  is  increasing. 

8453.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  with  sworn  inspectors  and  weigh- 
masters,  and  oblige  parties  to  pay  the  farmer  for  what  he  has  got,  regulating  their  pi-ices 
accordingly,  and  abolish  all  deductions  ? — Certainly,  1 would  ; and  I am  sure  it  would  gain 
the  general  consent  of  the  farmers  at  large. 

8454.  As  a farmer,  would  you  object  to  pay  a small  charge  to  support  such  a market  ? — 

If  the  thing  was  handled  wisely,  I would  be  very  much  inclined  to  it. 

8455.  Would  it  not  be  the  fairest  system  for  all  agricultural  produce  to  be  weighed  at 
the  public  scales  ? — Certainly,  if  it  could  be  managed  generally ; I do  not  think  four  scales 
would  do  it. 

8456.  But  have  twenty,  if  necessary,  as  in  Cork,  where  all  the  business  is  over  in  a few 
hours  ? — It  would  be  quite  the  best  system ; when  1 weigh  at  the  private  stores,  with  the 
most  honest  and  correct  man,  the  weight  is  always  a little  short  of  what  I weigh  it  at 
home.  I hang  my  scales  six  inches  from  the  barn  floor,  but  when  I come  to  the  stores  I 
have  to  weigh  in  scales,  perhaps  twelve  or  fourteen  inches  from  the  ground ; then  it  must 
three  times  touch  the  ground,  or  oft'  goes  a two  pound  weight. 

8457.  You  cannot  lay  down  rules  for  all  the  private  stores  in  the  country? — Certainly 
not ; you  can  have  no  tie  upon  what  goes  to  the  private  stores. 

8458.  Would  you  remove  the  markets  off  the  streets? — No,  it  would  not  work;  the 
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farmers  and  townspeople  would  object  to  it.  I may  mention  to  you  that  in  Belfast,  although 
the  pork  merchants  would  weigh  for  us  in  their  own  scales,  we  go  to  the  market  for  one 
particular  object,  that  there  is  an  inspector  there  who  would  pronounce  whether  pork  was 
measly,  or  smelling,  or  any  tiling  of  that  kind  ; in  this  town,  from  the  experience  of  some 
of  the  Market  Committee,  we  have  fixed  an  inspector  for  the  market,  and  no  man  can  take 
advantage  of  the  farmer,  for  he  decides  at  once,  and  men  would  be  imposed  on  otherwise. 

8459.  You  would  be  in  favour  of  an  uniform  system  of  dealing  everywhere? — Yes ; by 
hundreds,  quarters,  and  stones. 

84'iO.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  market  begin  and  close  at  a certain  hour? — 
I would ; I would  have  an  appointed  hour,  and  a bell  rung,  so  that  no  buyer  could  take 
advantage  of  the  farmer. 

8461.  Would  it  not  be  very  desirable,  in  such  a market,  to  obtain  the  proper  statistics 
of  the  country  ? — It  would  be  a great  advantage,  and  would  give  us  a valuable  share  of 
information  which  we  have  not  now.  I think  the  public  labour  under  a great  disadvantage 
from  the  want  of  a proper  uniform  system  of  weighing. 

8462.  You  would  abolish  all  such  charges  as  8 d.  on  pigs,  and  6 d.  on  butter? — Certainly, 
I would. 

Mr.  James  Johnston  examined. 

8463.  Do  you  reside  in  Lurgan  ? — I do. 

8464.  Do  you  buy  corn? — Yes,  for  Mr.  John  Tuite,  of  Aghalee. 

8465.  Do  you  buy  much  in  the  course  of  the  year? — Not  a great  deal  here  ; perhaps 
a couple  of  hundred  tons. 

8466.  Do  you  buy  in  the  streets,  and  weigh  at  your  own  stores? — Yes ; or  take  it  from 
the  market  crane. 

8467-  Do  you  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage,  at  your  stores? — No;  we  make  no 
charge. 

8468.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  ? — Two  pounds  is  the  smallest  weight  we  use, 
and  we  weigh  with  a cast  of  the  beam. 

8469-  Then  a person  may  lose  two  pounds,  standing  beam  ? — Certainly. 

8470.  What  do  you  deduct? — The  customary  thing  is  to  take  two  pounds  on  every 
draught. 

8471.  Then  a person  may  lose  four  pounds  at  each  draught  ? — lie  may. 

8472.  You  deduct  the  weight  of  the  empty  sack? — Of  course. 

8473.  Would  you  deduct  two  pounds  upon  a draught  of  two  hundred-weight? — Thesame 
on  every  draught. 

8474.  Do  you  pay  for  odd  pounds? — Certainly  ; at  the  same  rate  until  it  comes  to  half  a 
stone,  and  then  we  pay  at  the  nearest  possible  rate. 

8475.  Would  you  object  to  buy  in  a well  arranged  public  market? — If  it  were  a general 
thing  I would  be  in  favour  of  it. 

8476.  Would  not  such  a market  be  a protection  not  only  to  the  farmer,  but  to  the  honest 
trader  ? — I should  think  it  would. 

8477.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  men  who  weighed  unfairly  being  able  to  give  higher  prices 
than  others? — Just  so. 

8478.  There  should  be  heavy  penalties  for  frauds  by  either  party  ? — Of  course. 

8479.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions  of  beamage  and  weighing  to 
the  pound  ? — If  it  were  general,  I certainly  would  think  it  the  best. 

8480.  Would  you  approve  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the  whole 
country  ? — I think  it  would  be  a great  improvement. 

8481.  What  system  of  weighing  would  you  consider  the  best? — By  the  hundred-weight. 

8482.  Would  not  by  the  stone  of  fourteen  pounds  be  more  convenient  ? — No  ; I think 
not. 

8483.  Do  you  ever  get  any  of  the  corn  weighed  by  Macrory  ? — I do. 

8484.  Do  you  give  the  same  price  for  the  corn  weighed  by  him  as  that  from  the  weigh- 
master  ? — Yes ; just  the  same. 

8485.  But  as  the  system  is  different  you  must  lose  by  it? — I do  not  doubt  that  we  do; 
but  we  charge  the  additional  beamage. 

8486.  Do  you  think  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  offers  facilities  for  fraud  if  a party 
chooses  to  be  dishonest? — I do.  I think  it  would  be  a good  thing  to  fix  the  hours  for  the 
market. 

8487.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  market  commencing  by  a bell  ringing  at  a certain 
hour,  and  closing  at  a certain  hour? — Yes ; I think  every  market  should  fix  its  own  hour. 

Mr.  Thomas  Riddall  examined. 

8488.  Are  you  a farmer  ? — I am. 

8489.  Do  you  generally  concur  in  the  opinions  expressed  ? — I do  not  concur  in  forcing,  a 
man  to  go  to  a public  scales  ; I would  rather  leave  it  at  his  own  option,  and  have  an  uniform 
system  of  weighing. 

8490.  How  would  you  enforce  it? — Let  an  inspector  attend  at  the  different  stores.  If 
you  go  to  a public  scale,  you  must  have  the  sacks  all  taken  off,  weighed,  and  put  on  again 
to  go  to  the  store. 

8491.  But  in  markets  where  it  has  been  left  optional,  we  have  found  that  the  public 
scales  were  never  used? — I would  rather  leave  it  optional  to  weigh  with  the  merchant;  but 
I certainly  object  to  the  system  of  weighing  in  some  private  stores. 
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8492.  You  have  an  Act  of  Parliament  at  this  moment,  that  if  a merchant  takes  an  ounce 

more  than  is  standing  beam,  he  can  be  fined. — But  it  is  not  in  force.  One  farmer  is  unwil- 
ling to  act,  for  if  he  takes  a stand  against  the  purchaser,  he  will  be  held  up  to  enmity  in  the 
market,  and  it  will  be  a considerable  expense  to  him  ; but  if  we  acted  in  concert  as  a society 
we  could  temedy  a great  deal  of  it.  But  if  you  made  a law  compelling  people  to  go  into 
the  public  scales,  some  farmers  would  not  come  into  the  market  at  all:  they  would  eo  to 
the  stores  close  to  them.  6 

8493.  You  cannot  have  a public  crane  if  you  leave  it  optional?— We  could,  for  many 
merchants  here  would  not  take  the  ticket  of  a public  crane. 

8494.  lie  might  not  take  it  before,  but  it  would  be  a different  thing  in  a public  market  ?—^ 
Btd;  it  might  raise  disputes,  which  would  cause  delay,  and  I may  want  the  money  to-day. 

8495.  In  markets  where  the  system  is  carried  out,  there  are  no  disputes  when  the  grain 
goes  to  the  stores.  When  it  is  left  optional,  a man  who  goes  to  the  public  scale,  is  consi- 
dered to  have  put  a slight  upon  the  merchant,  and  he  will  not  take  the  corn  at  all.  In  some 
markets  the  merchants  keep  spies  for  the  purpose.  I think  any  alteration  in  the  market 
ot  Lurgan  would  be  a great  injury. 
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Banbridge,  January  8,  1853. 

John  Temple  Reilly,  esq.,  examined. ' 

8496.  Where  do  you  reside  ?— Within  three  miles  of  Banbridge. 

8497.  Are  you  agent  to  the  Marquess  of  Downshire  ? I am. 

8498.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  are  the  markets  held  here  ?— Under  a patent 
granted  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  to  Colonel  Hill,  Lord  Downshire’s  ancestor. 

8499.  U hat  did  the  patent  grant?— The  power  of  holding  markets  upon  a certain  day 
wdh  a right  to  levy  tolls,  and  five  fairs  in  the  year:  on  the  10th  of  January,  the  1st  of 
March,  9th  of  June.  26th  of  August,  and  1st  of  September. 

8500.  Who  is  the  present  proprietor  ?— The  Marquess  of  Downshire,  as  representatire  of 
the  original  patentee. 

8501.  IIow  often  are  the  markets  held  ?— On  Monday  and  Tuesday ; Monday  for  butter 

eggs,  fowl,  beef,  pork,  meal,  flax,  and  potatoes.  Tuesday  for  the  sale  of  grain,  hay  straw’ 
turnips,  and  green  crops  generally.  ’ 

8502.  Is  corn  sold  in  the  market  upon  any  other  day  than  Tuesday  ?_ Not  that  I am 
aware  of. 


8503.  Are  there  any  tolls  paid  at  either  the  markets  or  fairs?— None,  whatever 

8504.  Were  they  formerly  levied?— I understand  they  were;  but  they  were  abandoned 

about  thirty  years  since,  at  the  time  of  the  toll  riots,  when  tolls  were  abandoned  generally 
throughout  the  whole  country.  ° J 

8505.  Are  there  enclosed  market-places  here  ?— There  is  a market-house  and  a yard  with 
stores,  in  which  there  are  three  beams  and  scales,  with  a weigh-bridge  for  hay  and  straw. 

8506.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed  for  the  market? — Yes,  in  1825  by  the  late 

Lord  Downshire.  5 J 

8507-  Was  he  appointed  under  an  Act  of  Parliament?— Yes,  under  the  52nd  George  III. 

850S.  He  was  appointed  weigiimaster  and  butter  taster? Yes. 

8509.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  which  is  sold  in  the  town,  sold  in  the  market-place?— 
I believe  some  is  sold  at  the  private  stores. 

8510.  How  many  fairs  are  held  at  present  ?— Three  old  fairs ; and  there  are  also  monthly 
fairs  held  upon  the  first  Monday  in  every  month,  but  they  are  very  small. 

851 1.  Was  there  a patent  obtained  for  holding  these  fairs?— Not  any. 

8512.  When  were  they  established? — About  twenty-five  years  ago. 

8513.  By  general  consent  ? — Yes. 

85 1 4.  Is  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  in  the  market  scales  ? — I should  say  the  most 
of  it,  but  not  all. 

8515.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  weighing  at  private  stores? — I cannot 
say  I have,  in  this  town. 

8516.  Do  you  consider  that  the  system  is  an  objectionable  one,  as  offering  facilities  for 
fraud  if  parties  choose  to  be  dishonest  ?— I think  it  is. 

8517-  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  obliging  all  agricultural  produce  to  be  both  weighed 
and  sold  at  the  market-place  under  the  superintendence  of  sworn  weiglimasters-  and 
inspectors  ? — Certainly.  1 consider  that  it  would  be  a great  advantage,  and,  more  than  that, 

I think  the  farmers  themselves  would  also  consider  it  so. 

8518.  Do  you  think  the  fanners  would  object  to  pay  a small  charge  to  support  such  a 
market? — I think  they  would  not. 

8519-  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country? — Unquestionably.  1 consider  it  would  be  a great'boon. 

8520.  What  would  you  consider  the  best  uniform  system  ? — We  sell  by  the  hundred- 
weight here.  The  stone  of  fourteen  pounds  would  be  very  convenient ; but  I cannot  say 
which  would  bo  the  most  convenient.  I think  the  great  point  would  be  similarity. 

8521.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  all  agricultural  produce,  standing  beam,  to 
the  pound,  and  abolishing  all  deductions  except  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  cask  or 
firkin  ?— Certainly ; whatever  would  simplify  the  matter,  I would  consider  the  best. 

8522.  Have  not  these  deductions  at  least  the  disadvantage  of  keeping  up  a fictitious 
price  ? — I think  they  have. 
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8523.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  market  commencing  and  closing  at  a certain 
hour? — I think  whatever  would  reduce  the  arrangement  to  a system  would  be  an  advantage. 

8524.  Would  it  not  be  a great  advantage  that  in  such  a market  you  could  obtain  the 
proper  statistics  of  the  country  ? — It  would  be  very  desirable. 

Mr.  Stewart  Craig  examined. 

8525.  Do  you  reside  in  Banbridge?— I do.  I am  wcighmastcr  and  butter-taster  for  the 

town.  ' — 

8526.  By  whom  were  you  appointed? — By  the  late  Marquess  of  Downslnrc.  I was 
appointed  on  the  16th  of  December,  1825,  under  the  52nd  George  111. 

8527.  Did  you  ever  receive  any  other  appointment? — Never. 

8528.  Did  you  receive  compensation  upon  the  repeal  of  the  Act  ? — I did  not.  1 did  not 
know  how  to  look  for  it. 

8529.  Do  you  charge  fees  for  weighing  ? — I do. 

8530.  Are  any  tolls  now  paid  ? — None  whatever. 

8531.  Do  you  know  when  they  were  abandoned  ? — About  twenty  years  since. 

8532.  Was  it  in  consequence  of  opposition  ?— It  was  in  consequence  of  the  trouble  of 
collecting,  and  it  was  thought  an  improper  way  to  obtain  them  by  swearing  people. 

8533.  Do  you  charge  cranage  fees  ? — I do. 

8534.  Do  you  rent  those  fees? — I do. 

8535.  What  do  you  pay  for  them  ? — £32  a year. 

8536.  For  that  you  have  the  use  of  the  market-house  and  market-place,  the  beams  and 
scales,  and  the  weigh-bridge  ? — I have. 

8537.  What  is  sold  in  the  market-house  ?— Meal  and  oats.  We  have  hardly  any  other 
grain. 

8538.  What  is  sold  in  the  market-square  outside? — Potatoes,  fowl,  and  other  produce. 

8539.  If  all  the  corn  were  to  be  sold  in  the  market,  would  the  accommodation  be  suffi- 
cient ? — I think  it  would. 

8540.  How  many  beams  and  scales  have  you  ? — One  in  the  market-house,  one  in  the 
yard,  and  one  in  the  butter-yard,  which  is  private  property,  belonging  to  Air.  Hill;  but 
Lord  Downshire  has  the  right  of  weighing  there. 

8541.  Did  Air.  Hill  obtain  the  permission  of  Lord  Downshire  to  establish  a butter 
market? — He  did. 

8542.  Do  you  superintend  the  weighing  there? — I do  ; it  is  included  in  my  rights. 

8543.  Are  the  beams  and  scales  the  property  of  Lord  Downshire? — One  is,  which  is  for 
butter ; the  other,  for  beef,  is  not. 

8544.  Have  you  any  small  scales?— Yes,  for  potatoes,  which  I let  out. 

8545.  Do  you  superintend  all  the  weighing  yourself  ? — Ido. 

8546.  What  are  your  charges? — Two  pence  a draught  for  all  grain,  irrespective  of 
weight. 

8547.  Were  the  charges  fixed  by  you  ? — No ; they  were  fixed  before  I got  the  office. 
I charge  3tZ.  for  a pig,  and  \d.  extra  for  keeping  a second  list  for  the  purchaser.  Butter, 

3d. '2d.  for  weighing  and  ]d.  for  draining  and  taking  in  charge.  Two  pence  a crock  ; 

but  we  have  scarcely  any  crocks.  There  is  no  lump  butter  brought  to  the  scale.  Aleal, 
■2d.  a draught ; potatoes,  for  a load  of  one  hundred-weight,  when  bought  to  be  retailed 
out. 

8548.  You  do  not  weigh  there  yourself? — No  ; we  give  them  the  use  of  the  small  scales. 
We  would  weigh  them  in  the  large  scales  at  4 d.  a load.  If  weighed  in  the  weigh-bridge 
we  would  only  charge  2 d.  Flax  is  not  weighed  with  me  at  all.  Beet,  4 <7.  per  carcass. 
The  charges  on  the  weigh-bridge  are  2d.  a draught;  we  formerly  charged  4d.  for  a load  of 
any  thing. 

8549.  Has  Lord  Downshire  ever  sanctioned  those  charges  ? — The  former  Lord  Downshire 
did ; I have  not  shown  them  to  the  present  Lord  Downshire.  I make  only  the  usual 
charges;  in  fact  I have  reduced  some  of  them. 

8550.  Is  it  quite  optional  with  you  to  charge  any  thing  you  please?— I suppose  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  my  lowering  them;  but  I do  not  think  it  would  be  proper  to 
raise  them  without  the  sanction  of  Lord  Downshire. 

8551.  What  staff  do  you  employ? — Air.  Hill  takes  care  of  his  own  market;  and  there  is 
a person  lives  in  the  max-ket,  who  cleans  up  the  yard.  I employ  six  persons  on  Tuesdays, 
to  assist  in  weighing,  exclusive  of  myself. 

8552.  Who  writes  the  ticket? — One  of  these  men. 

8553.  Do  you  keep  printed  tickets  ? — No. 

8554.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  weighed  at  your  scales  ? — The  greater  part  of  it  is; 
but  some  persons  weigh  elsewhere. 

8555.  In  order  to  avoid  the  charges  for  weighing  ?— Yes. 

8556.  Is  there  much  corn  bought  in  the  town? — We  have  a very  good  corn  market; 
from  100  to  300  sacks  on  Tuesdays ; perhaps  an  average  of  100  sacks  the  whole  year  round. 

8557.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  at  the  crane  ? — Standing  beam,  with  one  pound 
weight. 

8558.  What  deductions? — Two  pounds  beamage. 

8559.  How  do  you  weigh  meal  ? — Down  weight,  to  the  pound. 

8560.  Any  deductions? — None. 

8561.  What  would  it  take  to  bring  your  scales  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight  ? — 
One  pound  would  do  it. 
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8562.  Do  yon  tare  the  empty  sack? — Yes. 

8563.  Then  all  a person  can  lose  is'one  pound  on  meal,  and  two  pounds  on  corn? Yes 

8564.  Do  you  give  a ticket?— Yes,  stating  the  weight. 

8565.  Do  you  enter  it  in  a book  ? — I do. 

8566.  Do  you  put  the  name  of  the  buyer  and  seller  in  it?— No,  only  of  the  seller. 

8567.  Do  you  only  enter  the  gross  weight?— Yes,  we  take  out  the  beamage  in  the 
scale,  and  never  enter  it  all. 

8568.  IIow  do  you  deduct  the  weight  of  the  sack  ?— The  parties  weigh  them  in  their 
own  places,  or  they  bring  them  to  me,  and  I write  the  weight  in  the  ticket. 

8569.  Do  you  charge  for  porterage  ?— They  pay  men  themselves  for  porterage.  I allow 
men  to  porter  at  \il.  a sack  ; but  the  people  do  the  work  for  themselves  very  often. 

8570.  Then  the  farmer  may  employ  the  porters,  if  he  wishes,  or  may  do  the  work  him- 
self?— Just  so. 

8571.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  pork?— Down  weight,  to  the  pound ; and  eleven 
pounds  deducted  from  each  pig. 

8572.  What  is  that  for  ? — For  head  and  feet. 

8573.  Do  the  farmers  get  the  head  and  feet  back?— No;  but  if  they  choose  to  take 

them,  they  would  get  them  at  half  price,  I am  sure.  If  the  day  is  wet,  or  if  the  pi"  is 
salted,  one  pound  more  is  taken.  ‘ 1 ° 

8574.  Then  a man  may  lose  thirteen  pounds  on  a wet  day? — Yes,  or  thirteen  and 
a-half  pounds.  The  scale  is  rather  higher  than  the  meal  scale,  about  eight  inches  from  the 
ground. 

8575.  What  charges  does  the  merchant  make?— Two  pence  for  porterage,  and  2d.  for 
the  house  he  pays  in.  The  merchant  takes  8 d.  off  every  pig.  and  gives  me  4 d. 

8576.  Then  a man  may  lose  thirteen  and  a-half  pounds,  and  pay  8 d.  on  every  pig  ? Yes. 

8577.  What  is  the  value  of  thirteen  and  a-half  pounds  of  pork  ? — Four  pence  halfpenny 

a pound;  about  4s.  IOcZ.  1 ■ 

8578.  Do  the  merchants  buy  by  the  hundred-weight  ?— By  the  long  hundred-weight  of 
120  pounds.  I weigh  by  the  short  hundred-weight  of  112  pounds. 

8579.  You  make  out  the  ticket  by  1 12  pounds  ? — Yes. 

S580.  And  leave  the  buyer  to  bring  it  from  short  hundreds-weight  into  long  ? — Exactly; 
but  if  the  seller  wishes  I will  make  it  into  long  hundreds-weight  for  him. 

8581 . Suppose  a pig  weighed  two  hundred-weight,  two  quarters,  and  eleven  pounds,  how 
would  you  bring  it  into  long  hundreds-weight  ?— By  taking  twenty  pounds  off  the  long 
hundred-weight. 

8582.  Do  the  buyers  ever  deduct  it  from  the  short  hundred-weight  ? — I never  saw'  them, 
or  heard  of  it. 

8583.  Does  a person  get  more  for  a small  pig  than  he  would  for  a large  one,  in  propor- 
tion ? — I think  he  does,  calculating  upon  that  system,  although  I think  it  is  a very  had  one. 
When  I commenced  first  it  was  only  eight  pounds,  but  we  had  to  go  here  according  to  the 
Belfast  merchants. 

8584.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  butter  ?— Down  weight,  for  firkin  butter,  to  the 
pound,  and  two  pounds  deducted  off  every  firkin  for  tret. 

8585.  Any  other  deduction  ? — The  tare  of  the  firkin. 

8586.  Do  you  strip  the  firkin  ? — Not  unless  it  is  suspected  to  be  too  heavy. 

8587.  What  is  generally  branded  on  the  firkin  ? — Fourteen  pounds. 

8588.  Suppose  a firkin  weighed,  fresh,  twelve  pounds,  what  does  the  cooper  brand  on 
it  ?— I think  he  acts  according  to  his  customers’  wishes.  Some  farmers  will  not  take  the 
firkin  if  it  is  too  weighty,  and  some  would  wish  to  have  it  weighty,  which  is  the  general 
system.  The  worst  thing  that  ever  happened  to  our  trade  was  the  doing  away  with  the 
proper  inspection  and  branding  of  the  casks. 

t 8589.  Do  you  generally  find  the  branded  weights  correct  when  you  strip  the  firkins?— 
No,  very  seldom. 

8590.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  stripping  them  ? — No. 

8591.  Who  inspects  the  butter? — The  buyers  inspect  for  themselves. 

8592.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ? — I give  a list ; persons  generally  buy  in  large  quantities. 

8593.  Is  there  much  firkin  butter  sold  in  the  town  ? — Not  so  much  as  formerly. 

8594.  Does  the  buyer  make  any  charge  ? — Mr.  Hill  gets  Id  for  the  yard ; Id,  for  head- 
ing, to  the  cooper;  and  the  buyer  gets  2d  for  the  house. 

8595.  Then  the  seller  pays  7 d.  on  each  firkin,  and  loses  three  pounds? — Yes. 

8596.  Is  there  any  lump  butter  sold  ? — It  is  sold  about  the  streets  and  in  the  houses. 

I wish  to  say,  that  under  the  former  Act  I branded  the  casks,  and  there  was  a fine  of  10s. 
upon  any  cooper  exposing  them  for  sale  before  they  were  branded,  under  the  52nd 
George  III. ; and  a penalty  of  10s.  for  selling  butter  not  properly  branded  ; and  20s.  fine 
for  selling  out  of  the  market-place.  They,  were  all  brought  to  market,  and  the  fees  were 
the  same  then  as  now.  When  the  Act  was  repealed,  and  I got  the  crane,  I thought  I 
could  improve  the  market  by  taking  great  pains  in  seeing  how  the  casks  were  branded,  and 
keeping  them  a proper  size,  for  if  they  are  too  large  they  hold  too  much  butter ; and  as 
the  merchant  will  not  pay  for  any  thing  over  seventy  pounds,  the  farmer  loses  whatever  is 
over  that;  and  some  persons  have  ruined  themselves  by  getting  the  firkins  make  too  large,  in 
order  to  have  them  weighty,  for  they  hold  too  much  butter.  The  casks,  too,  are  very  often 
made  of  bad  timber,  which  ruins  the  butter.  If  they  were  properly  made  and  branded, 
our  butter  could  meet  the  Dutch  butter,  but  the  Dutch  make  their  casks  quite  superior  to 
ours. 
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8597.  Do  you  consider  that  the  quality  of  the  butter  has  deteriorated  since  the  repeal 
of  the  Act  ? — Very  much  deteriorated ; it  is  not  near  so  good. 

8598.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a general  law,  requiring  all  butter  to  be 
inspected  and  weighed  by  a sworn  inspector  and  weighmaster,  before  sale,  in  a public 
market  ? — I would  be  very  much  in  favour  of  it,  at  a reasonable  charge,  and  it  would  be  a 
very  great  improvement  to  the  country : for  the  people  will  not  strive  to  have  their  casks 
as  they  should  be  unless  they  are  forced  by  law. 

8599.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  the  butter  inspected  and  qualified  by  a public 
officer,  who  would  he  sworn  ? — I think  it  would  be  much  better.  A few  years  ago  all  the 
Belfast  merchants,  and  the  people  about  here,  signed  a declaration  that  they  would  give 
the  preference  to  any  firkins  branded  by  me,  and  still  the  people  never  brought  more  than 
about  half  a dozen  to  me. 

8600.  What  did  you  charge  for  branding? — One  penny  each. 

8601.  Do  you  find  that  the  firkins  at  present  are  generally  weighed  lighter  than  they 
turn  out  to  be  ? — Yes,  we  scarcely  try  any  that  are  not  wrong ; but,  certainly,  these  are 
suspected  firkins.  I have  known  firkins  to  weigh  seventeen,  eighteen,  or  nineteen  pounds, 
which  were  branded  fourteen  pounds. 

8602..  Does  it  not  act  very  much  against  the  poor  man  that  nothing  over  seventy 
pounds  is  paid  for  ? — Yes ; but  if  the  firkins  were  properly  made  they  would  not  hold  over 
seventy  pounds. 

8603.  Would  a person  get  the  same  for  his  butter  if  the  firkin  were  too  large,  and  were 
not  filled  ? — I think  not.  Some  years  after  I got  the  office,  the  name  of  this  town  was 
raised  so  much  that  the  butter  was  mentioned  in  the  English  market  as  Banbridge  butter; 
and  the  Newry  people  ship  their  best  butter  under  the  name  of  Banbridge  even  to  this 
day. 

8604.  Is  there  any  butter  sold  here  by  lump,  not  by  weight  ? — There  is  one  man  who 
buys  firkins  by  the  lump.  There  will  never  be  any  improvement  in  the  butter  of  this 
country  until  something  is  done  about  the  firkins. 

8605.  W ould  you  be  in  favour  of  making  it  compulsory  to  have  the  butter  tried  by  a 
public  inspector  ? — I would. 

8606.  Is  two  pounds  the  only  deduction  you  make  for  tret  ? — That  is  all,  although  they 
charge  three  pounds  in  all  the  towns  round ; but  we  go  by  Belfast. 

8607.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  in  this  district  ? — Not  at  present. 
There  has  been  no  inspection  since  the  former  inspector  died,  a year  ago. 

8608.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  hay  and  straw  ? — With  seven  pound  weights, 
and. deducting  the  actual  tare  of  the  cart. 

8609.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  all  agricultural  produce  to  the  pound,  stand- 
ing beam,  and  abolishing  all  deductions  ? — I would ; and  the  farmers  would  like  it  very 
much. 

8610.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — Most  certainly. 

8611.  And  having  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  at  the  public  scales  by  sworn  weigh - 
masters  ? — Decidedly. 

8612.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  private  weighing? — I have,  of  frauds 
in  pork,  some  twelve  or  fourteen  years  since,  but  not  later — except  trifling  things  which 
people  talk  about. 

8613.  Do  you  buy  here  by  the  hundred-weight? — By  hundreds-weight,  quarters,  and 
pounds ; but  odd  pounds  are  paid  for  by  the  stone. 

8614.  Are  they  paid  for  at  the  same  rate  as  the  hundred-weight  ? — They  are  until  they 
come  down  to  seven  pounds,  and  from  that  they  are  paid  for  at  the  next  lowest  even 
price. 

8615.  Is  pork  paid  for  in  the  same  way  ? — They  pay  for  odd  pounds  from  thirty  pounds 
down,  as  near  as  they  can  go  to  the  price. 

8616.  If  Government  applied  to  you,  could  you  send  yearly  or  monthly  returns  of  the 
average  quantity  sold  here,  and  the  prices  ? — I could,  from  this  time,  if  required ; but  not 
at  present.  I do  not  now  keep  an  account  of  the  tares  of  the  sacks,  for  a great  many  of 
them  never  come  back  to  me  to  be  tared. 

Mr.  Samuel  Hill  examined. 

8617.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Banbridge. 

8618.  Are  you  in  the  corn  trade? — I am,  in  the  wheat  trade. 

8619.  Where  do  you  buy?— At  my  mill,  or  in  the  public  market. 

'8620.  Do  you  weigh  at  the  mill  ? — I do. 

8621.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  ?— Standing  beam,  and  two  pounds  off  each 
draught. 

8622.  Is  that  the  system  generally  adopted  here  ?— I think  it  is. 

8623.  Are  you  the  only  pei-son  who  buys  out  of  the  market  ? — I think  so. 

8624.  Do  you  deduct  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack  ? — I do. 

8625.  Do  you  pay  for  odd  pounds  at  the  same  price  as  the  hundred-weight  ? Yes,  to 

the  \d. 

8626.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage  ? — None. 

8627.  Have  you  established  a butter-market? — Yes,  for  more  than  thirty  years,  by  the 
authority  of  the  patentee. 
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8628.  IIo  appoints  the  weighmaster  ? — Yes. 

8629.  Do  you  pay  any  thing  for  the  right? — No. 

8630.  What  do  you  charge  ? — One  penny  a firkin. 

863 1 . Is  it  compulsory  to  use  your  market  ?— It  is  not;  a great  deal  of  butter  is  sold  out 
of  the  market.  I have  also  a meat  market,  for  which  I receive  so  much  for  sheds ; but  it 
has  dwindled  down  so  that  it  is  hardly  worth  keeping. 

8632.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  in  a public 
market  ? — I think  it  would  be  a very  judicious  plan  for  farmer  and  trader. 

8633.  Would  there  be  any  possibility  of  obtaining  the  proper  statistics  of  the  country  at 
present  ? — I should  think  not. 

8634.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  would  object  to  pay  a small  charge,  barely  sufficient 
for  the  support  of  such  a market  ? — They  might  in  some  instances,  but,  as  a body.  I think 
they  would  be  satisfied  to  do  so. 

8635.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam,  to  the  pound,  and  abolishing 
all  deductions  ? — I think  it  would  be  a very  good  plan ; but  sometimes  the  farmer  brings 
in  his  corn  in  a very  bad  condition. 

8636.  You  could  pay  accordingly  ? — I should  think  a general  uniform  system  would  be 
the  best,  making  it  compulsoiy  for  the  farmer  and  the  purchaser  to  weigh  at  the  public 
crane.  I,  for  my  own  part,  would  just  as  soon  have  it. 

8637.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures? — I would, 
certainly. 

8638.  What  would  you  think  the  best  system  ? — I think  by  the  hundred-weight. 

8639.  Would  not  by  the  stone  be  more  simple? — It  would  make  no  difference. 

8640.  Would  it  not  be  very  desirable  to  obtain  the  proper  statistics  of  the  country  ? — 

I should  think  it  would. 

8641.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  markets  all  over  the  country  beginning  and  closing 
at  a certain  hour? — I think  it  would  be  a very  good  plan,  and  would  give  the  purchasers 
fan-  play  in  the  market. 

8642.  Do  you  consider  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  stores  objectionable? — Inmany 
instances  it  is. 

8643.  As  a merchant,  you  would  not  object  to  buy  in  a general  market? — I would  not. 

8644.  You  would  not  consider  it  a restriction  upon  trade? — Quite  the  contrary.  It 
would  be  a great  advantage  to  have  an  inspector  appointed  to  examine  the  grain  and  detect 
fraud.  Very  often  the  farmers  are  in  the  habit  of  putting  up  the  grain. 

8645.  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  allow  the  head  weighmaster  to  be  a person  to 
arbitrate  between  buyer  and  seller,  in  cases  of  dispute,  with  an  appeal  to  the  magistrates,  if 
necessary? — Certainly ; not  to  leave  it  altogether  to  the  purchaser. 

8646.  Is  there  much  corn  sent  in  here  fraudulently  packed  ? — Wheat  coming  here  is  very 
often  fraudulently  packed.  I recollect  also,  some  years  ago,  a man  putting  an  old  spade 
in  the  bottom  of  a firkin  of  butter. 

8647-  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  have  heavy  penalties  for  fraud  upon  the  part  either 
of  the  buyer  or  the  seller,  and  have  them  recoverable  in  a summary  way  ? — It  would  be  a 
great  advantage. 

Mr.  Frazer  Morton  examined. 

8648.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I buy  pork,  butter,  and  eggs. 

8649.  Do  you  buy  in  the  market? — Sometimes  in  the  market,  and  sometimes  in  my  own 
stores. 

8650.  Do  you  live  in  Banbridge  ? — I do. 

8651.  Do  you  make  the  reductions  mentioned  on  pork  ? — Just  the  same. 

8652.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  where  all  agricultural  produce  should 
be  sold  and  weighed  ? — Most  decidedly ; I would  think  it  a very  great  improvement. 

8653.  You  do  not  consider  that  such  a market  would  be  a restriction  upon  trade? — * 
Certainly  not. 

8654.  If  it  were  a general  rule,  would  you  also  be  in  favour  of  weighing  to  the  pound  ? 
— I would, 

8655.  And  abolishing  all  deductions? — Yes,  provided  it  were  upon  an  uniform  system, 
which  would  place  us  all  upon  the  same  level. 

8656.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  private  weighing  ? — I have. 

8657.  Is  there  any  check  upon  a person  weighing  in  private? — None,  unless  the  farmer 
has  his  own  weights. 

8658.  Does  not  the  honest  trader  often  suffer  very  much  ? — He  does ; and  that  is  just 
the  very  reason  why  I should  wish  to  see  some  improvement  made.  Any  man  who  is 
fraudulent  can  undersell  the  man  who  buys  fairly. 

8659.  Of  course  you  would  have  the  charge  at  such  a market  nothing  more  than  would 
be  sufficient  to  support  it  ? — Just  so.  As  to  the  deduction  of  eleven  pounds  on  pork,  it 
does  not  make  the  least  matter. 

8660.  Does  it  not  keep  up  a fictitious  price  ? — Of  course  it  does ; but  the  farmers  under- 
stand it  quite  well. 

8661.  In  the  butter  trade,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  butter  coming  within  the 
limits  of  the  market  obliged  to  go  there  and  be  weighed  and  inspected  previous  to  sale  ? 
— Yes;  it  would  be  a very  good  system;  although  in  this  market,  the  county  is  so  small, 
it  would  not  make  very  much  difference. 

8662.  Would  you,  in  every  instance,  have  the  inspector  sworn? — I would. 


BANBRIDGE, 

8 th  January,  1853. 

607. 

Mr.  Samuel  Hill. 


608. 

Mr.  Frazer  Morton. 
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BANBRIDGE.  S663.  Would  it  not  be  very  desirable  to  have  a means,  in  sucli  markets,  of  obtaining  the 
stk  January,  XSD3.  proper  statistics  of  the  country  ? — Certainly. 

8664.  Would  you  be  iu  favour  of  the  markets  opening  and  closing  at  a certain  hour  ? — 
Mr  Frazer  Morton  Certainly  of  commencing  ; as  to  closing,  I do  not  think  it  would  be  of  very  great  importance. 

In  a very  large  market  we  could  not  get  through  business  so  quickly. 

8665.  How  often  do  such  large  markets  occur  in  the  year  ? — Perhaps  a dozen  times.  In 
the  latter  part  of  the  summer  is  the  principal  season  for  butter ; in  the  depth  of  winter,  of 
course,  for  pork. 

8666.  But  suppose  sufficient  time  were  given — which,  of  course,  should  be  settled  in 
each  market  by  general  consent — would  you  not  be  in  favour  of  the  principle  ? — I certainly 
would. 

8667.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  firkins  tared  and  branded  by  the  sworn 
inspector  before  sale? — Yes;  I think  such  a system  is  particularly  wanted  at  the  present 
time.  One  article  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  arrange  in  that  way,  that  is,  lump  butter, 
which  is  brought  by  the  farmers  without  any  covering. 

8668.  Of  course  it  could  not.  be  inspected  by  the  public  inspector ; but  would  you  not 
have  it  sold  in  the  public  market? — It  would  be  better,  if  it  did  not  disfigure  the 
butter. 

8669.  It  would  not  be  more  disfigured  in  the  public  market  than  in  your  own  store  ? — 
Yes,  for  each  party  would  not  have  such  a quantity  to  handle  as  one  weighmaster. 

867 0.  But  there  would  be  a sufficient  number  of  wcighmastcrs  ? — If  it  could  be  arranged 
I would  have  no  objection  whatever ; as  a principle,  I am  in  favour  of  it. 

609.  Mr.  John  Dixon  examined. 

Mr.  John  Di.\on.  g67L  d0  you  reside  in  Banbridge? — I do. 

8672.  Do  you  buy  corn? — I buy  only  oats. 

8673.  Do  you  buy  much  in  the  public  market  ? — Nearly  all ; I buy  some  at  the  mill. 

8674.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage  ? — None. 

8675.  Do  you  weigh  upon  the  same  system  as  that  used  in  the  public  market  ? — Just  the 
same. 

8676.  Is  that  the  general  system  ? — It  is,  all  through  the  country. 

8677.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  such  as  we  have  heard  described  ? — 
It  is  quite  the  proper  way. 

8678.  Do  you  consider  it  would  be  any  restriction  upon  the  honest  trader? — I think  it 
would  do  him  a great  deal  of  good. 

8679-  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a restriction  upon  the  dishonest  trader  ? — I think  it 
would  ; and  it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  me. 

8680.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures? — I 
would. 

8681.  Would  you  have  it  by  hundreds-weight,  quarters,  and  pounds  ? — Yes. 

8682.  Would  that  be  more  convenient  than  by  stones  ? — Certainly,  as  long  as  our  books 
are  made  up  by  hundreds-weight,  quarters,  and  pounds. 

8683.  But  if  the  whole  system  were  open  to  your  choice,  what  would  you  think  the  sim- 
plest plan  ? — I think  tons,  hundreds-weight,  quarters,  and  pounds. 

8684.  Would  you  abolish  all  barrels? — Decidedly. 

8685.  Why  do  you  object  to  stones  ? — I think  it  would  make  calculation  very  difficult. 

8686.  Of  course  you  would  have  the  accounts  of  the  public  market  shown  and  audited  ? 
— Most  certainly. 

8687.  If  the  revenue  were  more  than  would  support  the  market,  would  you  be  in  favour 
of  reducing  the  charge  ? — I certainly  would. 

8688.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions  ? — Decidedly,  so  as  to  put  us 
^ all  upon  the  same  level. 

8689-  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  markets  beginning  and  closing  at  a certain  hour  ? — 
I would  be  in  favour  of  its  opening  at  a certain  hour,  but  there  would  he  some  difficulty 
about  the  closing.  Suppose  a farmer  was  not  able  to  come  in  until  after  the  hour,  what 
would  you  do  with  him  ? 

8690.  It  would  be  his  own  fault,  and  the  system  would  soon  make  him  punctual.  To 
assist  a few  irregular  farmers,  would  it  not  be  a bad  thing  to  keep  the  market  open  all  day  ? 
— There  would  be  some  little  difficulty  about  it. 

8691.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  have  the  proper  statistics  of  the  country  ? — It  would 
be  of  great  use. 

8692.  All  valuations  are  supposed  to  be  founded  upon  the  average  price  of  corn ; and  the 
rentcharge  has  not  been  settled  for  many  years  here,  in  consequence  of  the  impossibility 
of  taking  an  average? — Yes,  that  is  the  case. 

8693.  Would  you  have  heavy  penalties  recoverable,  in  a summary  way,  before  the  nearest 
magistrate,  for  fraud  upon  the  part  either  of  the  buyer  or  seller  ? — Certainly  ; we  would 
need  it  greatly  in  the  corn  trade ; we  are  very  much  imposed  upon  sometimes. 

8694.  Would  you  not  have  the  person  at  the  head  of  the  market  the  public  prosecutor? 
— Yes,  it  would  save  a great  deal  of  trouble.  I can  give  you  a case  in  point : last  market 
day  I bought  some  oats,  which  were  quite  bad,  and  not  to  be  unpopular,  I took  very  little 
of  the  price  off ; and  the  result  was,  that  I suffered  a great  loss. 

8695.  If  the  charges  at  the  public  market  were  only  sufficient  to  support  it,  do  you  think 
the  farmers  would  object  to  pay  a small  charge  ? — I should  think  they  would  not. 
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Mr.  Samuel  Russell  examined. 

8696.  Do  you  reside  in  Banbridgc  ? — Ido. 

8697.  Do  you  generally  concur  in  tlic  suggestions  which  we  have  heard? — I do,  with 
the  exception  that  it  would  not  be  easy  to  compel  the  farmer  to  be  in  the  market  at  a cer-  * 
tain  hour;  if  the  weather  were  bad  it  might  be  impossible  for  him  to  be  there  in  time. 

8698.  With  that  exception,  do  you  generally  concur  in  the  opinions  expressed  by  Mr. 
Dixon? — I do. 

8699.  And  you  would  not  object  to  buy  in  such  a market  as  has  been  described? — 
Certainly  not. 

Mr.  Samuel  Strong  examined. 

8700.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Within  two  miles  of  the  town. 

8701.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I farm  about  sixty-two  acres  of  land. 

8702.  Do  you  sell  in  the  market  ? — Yes ; corn,  pork  and  butter,  and  bay ; we  cannot  get 
meal  sold  when  we  bring  it  in,  for  there  is  no  market  here.  It  would  be  very  well  to  have 
a meal  market  established,  for  meal  is  not  sold  at  present  in  the  market,  it  goes  through 
the  town,  and  when  the  farmers  come  in  they  have  no  market. 

8703.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  such  as  has  been  described  ? — I 

8704.  Would  you,'  as  a farmer,  object  to  pay  a very  small  charge  for  such  a market  ? I 

would  not ; I would  feel  that  it  was  an  advantage  to  the  farmers,  for  they  would  be  sure 
they  were  getting  justice.  . . , ..  . . 

8705.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  an  uniform  system  of  weighing,  and  abolishing 
all  deductions?—!  would,  and  weigh  by  liundreds-weight,  quarters,  stones,  and  pounds. 

8706.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  market  begin  and  close  at  a certain  hour  ? — 

Decidedly;  the  market  opens  here  at  a certain  hour ; I would  not  be  against  closing  at  a 
certain  hour ; but,  as  has  been  remarked,  upon  a wet  or  a frosty  morning,  it  might  throw 
some  inconvenience  in  the  way  of  the  farmer.  ...  „ . . , 

8707.  Would  it  not  be  very  desirable  to  get  proper  statistical  returns  of  the  quantity,  and 
average  prices  of  each  market  day  ? — Yes,  it  it  were  not  any  extra  expense. 

8708.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  penalties  recoverable,  in  a summary  way,  for 
frauds,  either  upon  the  part  of  the  buyer  or  the  seller?— Most  certainly. 

8709.  Would  you  think  it  a good  plan  to  have  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  market  the 
person  to  prosecute  ?— Yes  ; it  would  take  the  blame  off  both  the  buyer  and  tbe  seller 

8710.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  a sworn  inspector  in  the  pork  and  butter  markets  . — 

1 do  not  know  how  it  would  work ; in  the  case  of  butter,  I do  not  think  it  would  do  at  all ; 
a man  might  mark  a firkin  of  butter  second,  which  the  farmer  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
selling  for  first.  4 , 

8711.  But  if  you  have  the  best  inspector  you  can  get,  why  not  trust  to  him  as  well  as  to 

the  buyer  ?— If  you  go  to  two  or  three  buyers  and  bargain  with  them,  you  can  make  a good 
bargain,  but  if  there  be  one  man  appointed,  he  can  mark  your  firkin  second  or  third,  and 
there  is  no  remedy.  . 

8712.  Suppose  he  were  an  honest  and  competent  man,  would  he  not  be  a lairer  person 
to  try  it  than  a buyer  ? — But  we  have  more  than  one  buyer ; we  have  two  or  three. 

8713.  Suppose  three  or  four  persons  bore  your  butter,  and  do  not  buy  it,  will  not  that 
be  an  injury  to  it  ?— Some  of  them  would  certainly  buy  it. 

8714.  As  a general  rule,  would  you  have  no  inspection  of  butter? — I do  not  speak  ot  a 
general  rule  : 'but  it  is  a very  different  thing  in  a small  town  like  this. 

8715.  I cannot  see  why,  with  a well-regulated  market,  this  should  not  be  a large  butter 
market. — I wish  to  say  that  I would  be  quite  in  favour  of  having  the  casks  branded  before 
being  sold  ; it  would  be  much  bettor  than  stripping  the  casks. 

8716  Would  you  think  an  inspector  of  pork  desirable  ? — I would. 

8717.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  persons  scoring  pork,  and  then  declaring  that  it  was  measly, 

and  wanting  to  cut  it  down  in  price  ? — I did.  , 

8718.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  person  at  the  head  of  the  market  empowered 

to  decide  disputes  between  the  buyer  and  the  seller? — I think  it  would  be  a great  advan- 
tage- . , 

Mr.  John  Broivne  examined. 

8719.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — About  a mile  and  a-lialf  from  Banbridge. 

8720.  Are  you  a farmer  ?— I am. 

8721.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinions  generally  expressed  l— i do. 

8722.  As  a farmer,  would  you  object  to  go  to  a proper  market,  and  pay  a small  charge  ( 

8723UlDo°vou  think  the  farmers  generally  would  object  ?— I tlunk  they  would  not. 

8724.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  uniform  system  of  selling  and  weighing  over  the 

■ ''1^72oC°XWlih^,V';A''dodiiotions  and  weighing  to  the  pound,  standing  beam  f— Exactly. 

8726  Would  vou  approve  of  having  a person  at  the  head  ot  each  market,  to  settle  any 
disputes  which  might  arise  ?— I think  it  would  be  a very  fair  plan. 

8727.  You  would  not  leave  such  questions  entirely  to  the  decision  of  the  buyer  .—Most 

' C°8728?  You  would  have  the  charge  in  such  a market  nothing  more  than  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  support  it  respectably  ? — Certainly. 


BANBRIDGE, 
8th  January , 1833. 

610. 

Jr.  Samuel  Russell. 


611. 

Mr.  Samuel  Strong. 


612. 

Mr.  John  Browne. 
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Sir.  John  Browne. 


613. 

B.  Plumer,  esq. 


614. 

The  Marquess  of 
Down  shire. 


8729.  Would  you  approve  of  having  a publio  butter  inspector  ?— No ; I think  oorsona 

can  inspect  the  butter  themselves.  " 

8730.  Have  you  ever  hoard  of  frauds  practised  in  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  private 

stores  / — 1 es ; there  is  a great  deal  of  fraud  m the  weighing  of  lump  butter.  1 

8731.  Did  jou  ever  know  any  cases  of  false  weights  ? — I never  did. 

Brudenell  Plumer,  esq.,  examined. 

8732.  Are  you  Sub-Inspector  of  Constabulary  for  this  district?— I am 

8733.  Do  you  inspect  the  weights  and  measures  ?— About  a year  agi,  the  inspector  of 
weights  and  measures  died,  and  the  Grand  Jury  refused  to  appoint  one  in  his  place  so  they 
appointed  me  as  superintendent  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  district,  and  sent  me  the 

tWeiir'f1  1 rf  there  Was  “y  aDowa"ce  for  the  people  in  adjusting 

the  weights,  foi  it  would  be  a hardship  to  come  upon  them  at  once,  without  giving  them  an 
opportunity;  the  answer  I got  was,  that  the  constabulary  had  nothing  to  do  witliadiusting 
the  weights.  1 then  ashed  if  the  people  would  be  allowed  to  see  the  standard  weights  in 
the  police  barracks,  and  the  answer  I got  was,  that  they  might  he  brought  to  the  court- 
opportunity  afforded  once  a month  or  so.  There  were  some  standard 
weights  sent  to  four  or  five  of  my  out-stations,  and  the  constabulary  were  directed  to  per- 

wShte  witb^Tb1  WaS  merelyt0,.llaTe  a standard  weight  to  compare  the  constabuTary 
weights  with.  Then  a communication  came  down,  asking  whether  the  Subjnspector  was 
appointed  for  the  county,  or  only  for  a district : 1 answered,  only  for  a district  -P  and  then 
came  down  a minute  to  say  that  my  appointment  over  the  weights  and  measures  was  not 
le  al  as  theie  should  be  only  ail  officer  for  the  entire  county.  I wrote  to  know  if  the  con- 

rSS^7  ihd8r  m°  miS\‘ iS°  T-t!l  *he  duti0s ; and  the  replj  was,  that  there  was  no 
ie!S^t0*he  contraiT-  I have  notlnng  more  to  do  with  the  matter 

t ii°  J°U  ^ thi1  ?UtieS  be  satisfact°r%  performed  by  the  police  ?-I  should 
could  notbdo  81  W,H  be  on  tho  SP°‘-  “d  can  go  in  unexpectedly,  which  the  inspectors 

The  Marquess  of  Doumshire  examined. 

I l If  D0  y°U  8eMrally  concBr  111  the  cpmmca  expressed  regarding  a public  market?- 

8736.  Would  you  he  in  favour  of  compelling  the  proprietors  of  msd-hta 
accommodation;  and  then  protecting  him  in  his  rights  bv  oblip-ino- nil  +■  f e proper 

8737.  Do  you  think,  if  it  were  left  optional  to  weigh  in  private  that  the  fa 

8??8  V fs  ,1  * Pmcticai  man  enough but  I iLd  toklo 

tion?-C^lgr8of  rDl8’  J0U  W0UU  ,l0‘  all0W  Pr°PrietoM  *»  ““Pc  money  by  the  t mnsa». 

8742.  What  would  you  suggest  as  the  best  uniform  mode  ? — I would  bo  in  favour  of  fl 
northern  plan,  tons,  hundreds-weight,  and  quarters-  hut  wlntmm,.  °G  in  lavour  oi  the 
upon  should  be  adopted  as  a matter  of  course.  ’ what  WaS  Senerally  agreed 

all8deLcI°nU“l°I  wbouid.faVOnr  °'  ”8igti”S  b°am  ‘°  the  P»“"d-  abolishing 

urn-  S™  ‘i1™11  ‘J10  Present  a bad  system  for  the  farmers?— I do 
llt'l  S°0S  14  not  b?op  up  a fictitious  price  ? — I suppose  it  does. 

8747. '  aad  “0"‘bly  fairs. 

8748.  Is  that  considered  inconvenient?— Hot,  except  to  travellers,  I think 

fair-greens ?—fndeetl  f ’would8'  ^ ^ “ *"»  * »“*■  fairs  into  enclosed 

-fc 

8753.  Of  course  you  would  not  allow  a proprietor  to  levy  tolls  for  fairs  hold 
Queers  highway,  where  he  gives  no  value  «.  have  not  iy  of  tsnjobs 

£ ?ave  70U  an7  thinS  to  state  in  reference  to  the  inspection  of  weights  and  measures? 
-There  is  no  inspector  at  present.  Some  few  weeks  ago'  I wrote  to  Lord  Slt  S Sd 
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him  that  there  were  great  complaints  of  frauds  in  weights,  and  that  the  county  had  not 
been  examined  for  years,  and  something  ought  to  be  done.  He  told  me  nothing  could  be 
done  on  account  of  Lord  John  Russell's  Statute,  by  which  an  inspector  had  not  the  power 
of  adjusting.  So  far  as  I know,  there  has  not  been  a weight  inspected  in  this  district  since 
the  former  inspector’s  death. 

8755.  Do  you  think  there  are  many  frauds  ? — I do  not  know  that. 

Joseph  Sheppard  examined. 

8756.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Within  a mile  of  Banbridge. 

8757.  Are  you  a farmer? — Yes  ; I farm  about  nineteen  or  twenty  acres  of  land. 

8758.  Do  you  generally  concur  in  the  opinions  we  have  heard  expressed  here  to-day? — 
I differ  as  regards  fresh  butter.  There  are  a great  many  persons  who  bring  in  fresh 
butter  here  in  the  morning  by  sunrise,  and  have  to  take  home  the  breakfast  to  their  children ; 
and  if  ten  o’clock  were  the  hour  when  the  market  commenced,  it  would  be  very  hard  to 
compel  those  person  to  wait  until  that  hour.  I think  firkin  butter  has  a right  to  be  in  the 
public  market,  except  upon  odd  days. 

8759.  If  you  want  a market  every  day,  you  could  get  it,  but  once  you  allow  persons  to 
sell  upon  other  days,  you  will  have  all  the  produce  of  the  country  coming  in.  You  could 
have  the  hours  for  beginning  very  early. — It  should  be  as  early  as  six  in  the  morning. 

8760.  Let  it  be  so,  if  convenient ; the  buyers  and  sellers  could  meet,  and  fix  five  o’clock 
in  the  morning  if  they  thought  it  desirable. — In  regard  to  the  market  closing  at  a certain 
hour,  I do  not  think  it  could  bo  well  managed.  Persons  in  bad  weather,  or  on  a frosty  road, 
might  be  struggling,  and  not  able  to  get  in  until  the  market  had  closed. 

8761.  How  long  do  the  markets  last  here  ? — They  are  generally  over  before  four  o’clock, 
but  they  are  sometimes  later. 

8762.  Would  not  from  nine  o’clock  until  two  o’clock,  give  sufficient  time  ? — It  might ; 
but  many  persons  sell  by  sample  and  bring  it  in  at  night.  There  is  another  point,  if  no  com 
could  stop  at  the  mills  in  the  country,  it  would  be  very  unfair. 

8763.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  a man  from  selling  at  the  mills  in  the  country;  but 
I think,  you,  as  a seller,  would  rather  take  your  chance  in  the  public  market  than  with  one 
man. — I think  there  is  no  difference  if  you  are  weighing  with  an  honest  man. 

8764.  There  is  no  Act  of  Parliament  which  can  make  men  honest ; a man,  besides,  may 
be  perfectly  honest,  and  have  a rogue  for  a weighmaster. — Most  of  the  country  people  here 
have  means  of  weighing  of  their  own. 

8765.  But  an  Act  of  Parliament  should  be  for  the  whole  country  ; and  in  the  south,  not 
one  farmer  in  200  has  any  means  of  weighing. — I would  be  in  favour  of  having  corn,  and 
pork,  and  salt  butter  go  to  the  public  market. 


William  Bittle  examined. 

8766.  Do  you  live  in  this  town  ? — I do. 

8767.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a baker. 

8768.  How  is  bread  sold  here? — The  size  of  the  loaf  varies  according  to  the  price. 

8769.  Is  not  that  a bad  system? — If  a person  does  not  think  the  loaf  large  enough,  he  can 

go  to  another  shop.  . 

8770.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  the  price  vary,  and  the  loaf  remain  always  the  same 

in  size  ? I think  it  would  be  very  difficult ; in  the  first  place  you  must  put  in  the  loaf  and 

keep  it  two  or  three  hours  in  the  oven,  but  if  you  weigh  it  to  the  pound,  it  would  make  a 
great  difference  from  that  which  was  only  baked  for  an  hour. 

8771.  But  the  man  who  underbakes  his  bread  will  be  soon  known,  and  will  not  make  long 

by  it. There  is  one  thing  with  respect  to  bread,  I wish  to  say ; you  talk  of  competition  in 

the  market.  Now,  we  have  no  such  thing  here  as  a public  market  for  flour  or  meal. 
I should  like  very  much  to  have  an  uniformity  of  weights  and  measures ; I would  like  to  see 
every  thing  sold  by  the  stone  of  fourteen  pounds;  but  I am  obliged  to  sell  meal  by  the  score, 
and  flour  by  the  stone.  Now,  when  I came  to  get  my  weights  adjusted  here  by  the  man 
who  is  now  dead,  he  would  not  adjust  the  five  pound  weight,  which  was  the  fourth  of  the 
score,  although  I was  obliged  to  sell  in  that  way. 

8772.  He  might  adjust  four  pounds  and  one  pound  ? — He  would  not  adjust  four  pounds, 
only  three  and  a-half  pounds.  It  would  be  a great  advantage  to  all  retailers  if  we  had  all 
the  weights  of  the  same  size. 


Account  of  tlie  Produce  sold  in  Banbridge  Market,  in  the  year  1S52. 

7,000  sacks  of  oats.  439  sacks  of  meal. 

815  casks  of  butter.  2,800  carcasses  of  pork. 

4,000  loads  of  hay,  straw,  &c.,  &c. 

Stewart  Craig,  Weighmaster. 

Banbridge,  County  Down,  January  8, 1853. 


Rathfriland,  January  10,  1853. 

Thomas  Scott,  esq.,  examined. 

8773.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — About  a mile  and  a half  from  this. 

8774.  You  are  a magistrate? — lam.  , , ..  .,  , , 

8775.  You  have  also  been  appointed  seneschal? — I have  not  yet  got  the  authority,  but 
I am  partly  appointed. 


BANBRIDGE, 
8th  January,  1858. 

m. 

The  Marquess  of 
Downshire. 


615. 

Joseph  Sheppard. 


616. 

William  Brittle. 


RATHFRILAND, 
10th  January,  1853. 

6V7. 

Thomas  Scott,  esq. 
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617. 

Thomas  Scott,  esq. 


all®'  ^.ou  have  not  acted  as  seneschal  yet? — No. 

8777.  Was  there  a seneschal  before  ?— -There  was. 

PTid,he  exercise  the  duties  of  the  office  ?— He  did. 
x exr  what  patent  or  authority  are  the  markets  held  here?  TIipv  i,qi  i 
often  SraDted  UP0D  tb°  28th  °f  June’  1G81’ in  thirty  third  *&£££ 
87S0.  To  whom  ? — To  William  Hawkins. 

trUSteeS  at  preSOnt;  theMeade 
uPZ  &&%£*£-”" power  t0  oppoi,1‘  * a 

weekly  market  upon  every  Wednesdiv  with  full  f,-™  ' , he  patent  giants  one 

authority  to  holf ^3;  “mIs'  “d 

patd  upon  the  feasts  of  Easter  and  Michaelmas,  Lalf-yeSly/m  eoual 

gives  the  power  to  appoint  a clerk  of  the  market  3 ’ 4 1 poitions.  It  also 

HI*-  te  toI,ls  Pa!d  at  tIle  “arket  ?— None  whatever, 

8786.  Were  they  ever  paid  ? — They  were. 

8781.  When  were  they  abandoned '?— When  General  Meade's  anent  .1  n 

seneschal  he  ceased  to  collect  the  tolls.  8 M B,ns’1'  b€camo 

!I5 *■  How  Jong  ago  is  that  ?— About  thirty-five  years. 

the  tae  d'ays  named, ‘^r^Ser^, JT 

C°^79^n  ™^ter*”is  sohl'?at" tluTotker  end°af  underneath  this 

open  sLt8  “ beaI“8  a”d  8CaIeS  ?-ThKC  *™  1 ‘bote  is  a potato-market  in  the 

8794.  Is  there  a house  ? — No 

tssssss 

8708  WW  -IS«he  PmkoS°mm~P™oil>ally  in  K°wry  and  Belfast. 

880o!  So"  in°  the"  steets  o V1  1*^  in  the  north  of  Ireland. 

?!“•  ™ero  are  the  fairs  held?-ln  different  streets. 

««Usi.  JN  o enclosed  fair-green  ? None. 

• S’*8  ? woif ^master  been  appointed  for  the  market  ?_Yes. 

produce  ofttSwrSrnkX^  b<iamS  a"d  ^ *°  wd8h  aU  tb°  agticultural 
8807'  A™h°  *e.'Shm“ter  sworn  under  the  4th  of  Anne,  c.  14  ?— Ho  is  not 
Saturday^  andrtw  of  aSr,c,lItaral  Produce  sold  upon  other  than  market  days?— On 
8808  PTs  1 1.  ' are  s0mG  Potatoee  sold  by  retail  in  small  quantities  during  the  week 

county  er°  ‘n“P“t0r  °f  a"d  ”«s  here? — Yes,  appdni d for  ftp 

comeTmm  con8ta bnIafY  do  not  perform  tile  duties  at  present  ?— No ; the  inspector 
parties  an  opportune  Si;  , ‘.V  • h,0l^  generally  that  he  is  coming,  which  allows  all 
fraudulent  h adJU8l  tb®lr  weights ; and  if  there  is  any  person  disposed  to  he 

iraudulent,  of  course  he  avails  himself  of  it  and  takes  the  light  weights  out  of  the  place 
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8S 10.  Do  you  consider  the  holding  of  fairs  In  the  street  an  inconvenience  ? — It  is  a great  BATHFRILAND, 
nuisance.  10(7.  January,  J853. 

8811.  Is  it  inconvenient  for  buyers  and  sellers  ? — Certainly  it  is.  

8812.  And  a nuisance  to  respectable  inhabitants? — No  douht;  windows  are  broken,  and  ,, 

there  is  danger  to  life  and  property.  The  horse  fair  is  very  dangerous  to  the  public  at  Thomas  Scott’  e6a- 
large,  besides  being  injurious  to  the  cattle. 

8813.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  properly-enclosed  fair-greens  ? — I would. 

8814.  If  there  were  one  provided,  would  parties  object  to  pay  something  for  a good 
standing  ? — I do  not  think  they  would  ; and  if  they  knew  its  importance  they  would  pay 
it  cheerfully. 

8815.  Would  you  bo, in  favour  of  having  a public  market  provided,  where  all  agricultural 

produce  would  be  sold  and  weighed  under  the  inspection  of  sworn  weighmasters  ? It 

would  be  very  difficult.  In  some  of  the  mills  adjoining  the  town  there  is  a kind  of  grain 
market. 

8816.  But  as  a principle,  all  over  the  country,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  general 
market  ? — Most  decidedly. 

S81 7.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  ? — Certainly. 

8818  Which  would  you  consider  weighing  by  the  hundred-weight  or  by  the  stone  the 
hotter  plan  ? — They  amount  to  the  same  thing  ; I would  be  in  favour  of  weighing  by  the 
ton,  hundred-weight,  stone,  and  pound. 

. 88!!).  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions,  such  as  beamage,  and  weigh- 
ing to  the  pound  standing  beam  ? — Most  certainly. 

8820.  Would  you  approve  of  having  the  market  begin  and  end  at  a certain  hour? — In 
the  potato  market  it  might  perhaps  be  inconvenient,  but  in  the  flax  market  it  would  be  a 
very  important  advantage.  Indeed,  in  principle,  in  all  the  markets  it  would  be  better. 

8821.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  oblige  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  markets  to  keep 
proper  accounts,  so  that  they  could  furnish  proper  statistics  ?— It  would  be  very  useful  to 
the  Government  and  the  country. 

8822.  Would  it  not  be  useful  to  the  trade  ? — Certainly,  it  would. 

8823.  What  quantity  of  flax  is  sold  here  in  a large  market  ? — At  the  last  market  I had 
sixty  tons  sold  : 1 think  you  might  say  about  130,000  tons  a year,  for  the  supply  is  well 
kept  up  throughout  the  entire  year.  There  are  many  wealthy  farmers  here  who  can  afford  to 
keep  up  their  flax  until  the  crop  is  out.  I have  known  mills  to  be  nearly  in  full  work  up 
to  the  time  when  the  new  flax  came  in. 

8824.  Is  flax  sold  hero  by  the  stone  ? — It  is  sold  by  the  stone  of  sixteen  pounds,  which 
strikes  me  as  being  rather  of  a fraud ; then  there  is  a quarter  added  ; it  comes  in  here  made 
up  in  bundles  of  sixteen  and  a quarter  pounds. 

8825.  Will  that  be  passed  standing  beam? — No  ; the  buyers  require  down  weight. 

8826.  That  will  take,  perhaps,  another  quarter? — Not  so  much,  perhaps  two  ounces; 
the  ticket  is  made  up  at  so  much  the  sixteen  pounds,  to  avoid  the  risk  of  selling  it  in  that 
way.  Wool  is  also  sold  by  the  sixteen  pounds. 

8527.  Is  there  any  charge  made  upon  the  flax  ? — Yes,  id.  a stone  for  storage. 

8528.  Will  buyers  charge  that  if  they  bring  it  to  tbeir  own  store  ? — They  will,  no  matter 
where  they  bring  it.  1 believe  there  are  very  few  purchasers  of  flax  at  Rathfriland  ; they 
come  here  and  take  a store,  and  require  so  much  storage;  but  I think  the  farmer  pays  ten 
times  the  cost. 

8829.  What  might  a buyer  give  for  a store  ? — He  may  get.  a store  for  £7  or  £8  a-year. 

8830.  What  is  the  largest  quantity  bought  by  a buyer  ? — Perhaps  1,700  stone  in  a day. 

883 1 . If  he  bought  2,000,  ho  would  pay  half  a year's  rent  in  a day  ? — He  would  ; there 
is  another  great  abuse  regarding  the  delivery  of  the  flax.  If  I sell  a man  a quantity  of  flax, 
say  fifty  stone,  by  sample,  when  it  is  brought  to  the  store  it  is  all  thrown  in  along  with  the 
flax  he  may  have  there,  and  it  is  all  mixed  up  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  tell  which  is  mine, 
and  then  the  buyer  may  say  half  of  it  is  bad,  and  the  farmer  is  entirely  at  his  mercy  with 
regard  to  the  sum  he  may  deduct  for  inferior  quality,  or  whatever  he  thinks  proper  to  say, 
is  inferior. 

8832.  Is  that  frequently  done  ? — Yes ; as  a magistrate,  I can  state  that  complaints  of 
that  kind  have  been  frequently  made  to  me. 

8833.  Do  you  think  there  should  be,  in  every  market,  some  public  officer  who  might 
arbitrate  between  buyer  and  seller  ? — Most  certainly. 

S834.  Arc  there  any  other  frauds  ? — Yes  ; I have  known  a man  buy  flax  in  the  market, 
keep  it  a considerable  time,  and  then  throw  it  back  to  the  seller  late  in  the  day,  when  the 
market,  in  fact,  was  over;  I believe  he  was  a jobber,  and  thought  to  make  a trifle  during 
the  market ; and  not  having  succeeded,  threw  it  back  to  the  farmer.  That  occurred  in  one 
instance,  but  I do  not  believe  it  was  a solitary  one. 

8835.  Would  you  have  flax  carried  to  the  public  market,  and  weighed  and  sold  there; 
have  penalties  for  fraud  practised  by  the  buyer  or  seller;  and  pay  the  farmer  for  every 
pound  he  has  ? — Certainly. 

8836.  You  would  have  a competent  person  to  decide  disputes  between  the  buyer  and 
seller,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  magistrate  ? — Yes ; the  authority  the  magistrates  now 
have  is  useless,  as  they  have  only  jurisdiction  up  to  £5  ; £5  worth  of  flax  would  be  a 
very  small  quantity,  so  that  the  parties  can  do  just  as  they  please. 

8837.  Would  it  not  be  a better  plan,  instead  of  having  £5  the  value  of  the  article, 
make  it  f 5,  the  amount  of  the  fraud  ? — That  is  fully  my  opinion. 

8838.  Is  there  much  firkin  butter  sold  here  ? — There  is. 

3 C 
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lOt/i  January,  1883. 

6VT. 

Thomas  Scott,  esq. 


8839.  Is  it  sold  by  weight  ? — Yes. 

8840.  Where  ? — It  is  not  confined  to  any  market ; more  than  half  of  it  is  sold  in  the 
stores,  and  inspected  and  weighed  there. 

8841.  It  is  not  compulsory  to  use  the  market  ? — It  is  not. 

8842.  What  is  the  system  of  selling  butter  ? — They  pay  for  nothing  over  seventy  pounds ; 
if  it  is  under  that  they  will  not  pay  so  much ; for  it  is  my  impression,  that  if  the  firkin  is 
not  full  they  will  not  pay  for  first  quality. 

8843.  What  deductions  and  charges  are  made  ?— They  deduct  five  pounds  for  tret,  and 
1 d.  for  carriage. 

8844.  Do  they  weigh  standing  beam  ? — No : they  require  down  weight. 

8815.  Do  they  strip  the  firkin  ? — If  they  have  any  doubt  they  strip  it,  if  not  they  take 
what  is  branded  on  it. 

8846.  What  quantity  of  butter  is  sold  here  ? — I could  not  tell.  A remark  which  I have 
to  make  regarding  butter,  is  equally  applicable  to  flax,  that  when  the  farmers  bring  in  the 
butter  they  are  left  entirely  at  the  option  of  the  buyers  to  score  it,  and  make  what 
reduction  they  like  upon  it.  I do  not  assert  that  they  are  frauds.  I believe  there  are 
some  ; but  at  all  events  the  sellers  are  left  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  buyers.  Then  I 
think  there  is  an  understanding,  that  if  a man  offers  his  butter  to  one  buyer,  and  then  goes 
to  another,  he  will  not  get  as  good  a price  for  it. 

8847.  Is  there  much  lump  butter  sold  here? — There  is  a great  deal  sold  here,  which  I 
think  is  greatly  produced  by  these  frauds.  The  farmers  bring  in  the  lump  butter  because 
they  know  better  what  they  are  doing  with  it. 

884^.  Is  it  sold  at  the  stores?— It  is  sold  at  the  shops. 

8849-  Do  the  buyers  weigh  and  inspect,  themselves  ? — They  do. 

8850.  Do  they  make  any  charge  or  deductions  ? — No  charge  that  I have  heard  of.  t 
understand  they  take  one  pound  off  the  score.  It  is  but  fair  to  say  that  the  farmers  are  in 
sbme  cases  guilty  of  fraud,  for  they  have  been  known  to  come  in  with  a stone  put  into  the 
butter,  or  a quantity  of  salt  put  in  it.  However,  it  is  impossible  to  escape  detection  now, 
for  the  piercer  is  put  in,  and  is  certain  to  find  it  out. 

8851.  Are  there  any  frauds  in  the  pork  market? — Gross  frauds.  In  some  cases  the 
farmer  sells  his  pig  to  a man  who  puts  it  into  a yard,  and  in  the  evening  pronounces  it  to 
be  measly,  and  then  the  seller  is  left  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  buyer  what  reduction  he 
will  make,  or  else  lie  may  take  borne  his  pig  again,  although,  perhaps,  he  wants  his  rent 
the. very  next  day.  That  is  frequently  done,  and  complaints  are  made  to  me,  but  I have 
no  jurisdiction  to  act.  I believe  there  are  pig-jobbers  connected  with  one  another,  and 
invariably,  when  a fight  takes  place  about  a pig,  the  jobbers  muster  very  strong,  and  they 
are  far  more  ready  to  get  together  than  the  farmers  ; and,  if  one  man  reject  a pig,  it  will 
not  be  sold  at  the  original  value  or  the  actual  value.  I think  the  same  thing  occurs  with 
reference  to  cows.  A man  will  come  and  buy  a cow,  and  leave  her  with  the  owner  until 
evening,  saying  he  will  pay  for  her  presently  ; she  is  put  into  a yard,  and  in  the  evening 
he  refuses  to  take  her,  and  perhaps  some  neighbour,  who  is  very  accommodating,  will  come 
up  and  offer  to  buy  her,  and  the  cow  will  be  got  for  6s.  or  10s.  cheaper  than  she  was 
originally  sold  for.  There  is  another  thing  which  I think  is  the  grossest  of  all : glandcred 
horses  are  exposed  here  for  sale,  which  are  ruinous  to  the  fairs  and  markets,  and  dangerous 
to  the  inhabitants.  I have  known  in  this  neighbourhood  several  lives  lost  by  glanders.  I 
have  a report  from  doctors  in  this  neighbourhood  of  parties  having  died  of  glanders.  I saw 
a horse  in  Banbridge  which  was  actually  falling  down  with  disease,  and  he  was  put  into  the 
very  stable  with  other  men’s  horses.  I knew  of  a man  bringing  a horse  into  Ballynahinch 
and  putting  him  into  the  stables,  and  he  was  pronounced  next  day  to  be  bad  in  the  glanders. 
A man  and  woman  near  this  place,  who  had  a glandered  horse,  died  of  a disease  which  I 
understand  was  the  glanders.  There  is  another  great  cause  of  complaint  here  with 
reference  to  the  muslin  sewers.  There  are  agents  here  who  give  out  muslin  to  be  wrought 
by  the  poor.  There  are  perhaps  from  3,000  to  5,000  persons  employed  at  this  work,  and 
they  get  out  pieces  at  a certain  sum.  When  the  piece  is  brought  back  again  the  agent 
invariably  deducts  a certain  sum.  As  a general  rule  I think  I may  say  that  in  no  case  do 
they  S‘ve  what  they  have  promised.  I have  acted  here  for  ten  years  as  a magistrate,  and 
never  saw  such  gross  frauds  as  are  committed  by  these  muslin  agents.  I remember  an 
agent  who  was  fined  £l  or  £2  or  £.3,  turning  round  and  declaring,  “ 2d.  a piece  oft-  each  of 
them  will  soon  make  up  that.”  I am  sure  there  are  exceptions,  but  as  a general  rule  such 
is  the  fact.  There  are  very  good  sewers,  of  course,  whom  it  is  their  advantage  to  keep,  and 
who  escape  a fine ; but  as  a general  rule  there  is  a vast  majority  who  are  fined  in  trifling 
sums,  and  never  complain  until  the  fines  come  to  4 d.  or  5d.,  then  they  will  summon  the 
parties  ; and,  as  the  law  now  stands,  if  the  party  summoned  says  he  will  leave  it  to 
arbitration,  the  magistrates  have  no  jurisdiction.  The  girls  generally  come  from  a distance, 
and  can  get  no  one  to  arbitrate,  and  generally  two  agents  will  be  appointed,  if  possible,  to 
arbitrate,  and  it  almost  invariably  goes  against  the  poor  girl.  If  some  of  these  unfortunate 
gnus  are  prevented  by  sickness,  or  any  other  cause,  from  bringing  the  case  on,  the  agent 
deducts  the  cost  of  the  summons  and  the  service,  even  when  they  themselves  have  served 
it.  However,  we  have  stopped  that  latterly. 

8852.  I suppose  if  the  girls  summon  very  often  they  will  be  likely  to  get  no  more  work  ? 
—Just  so.  Besides,  in  most  cases,  it  would  not  be  worth  while  losing  a whole  day  about 
the  matter,  and  they  would  prefer  submitting  to  a trifling  fine.  Another  practice  is  this  : 
the  agent  will  say  to  the  woman  who  has  come  in,  “ I will  take  the  work,  and  I will  not  fine 
you  until  the  work  is  sent  to  Glasgow.”  Then  he  comes  back,  with  perhaps  a sham 
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account,  and  imposes  the  entire  of  the  fine  deducted  by  an  irresponsible  party.  A vast 
number  of  people  in  this  neighbourhood  are  supported  by  their  daughters  and  wives 
working  in  this  way,  and  it  is  a most  important  point  that  justice  should  be  done  to  those 
people. 

8853.  Do  you  think  the  agents  pocket  this  money  themselves,  or  do  the  employers 
countenance  this  practice  ? — Some  of  them  probably  do  not  pocket  it  themselves,  but  they 
all  generally  get  rich,  I know.  I remember  a piece  of  work  being  brought  here  upon  an 
occasion  of  the  kind  ; the  agent  swore  that  it  was  not  worth  its  value  when  it  went  out, 
which  was  3s.  “ Well,”  said  I,  “ I will  give  you  5s.  for  it.”  I gave  it  to  him,  and  it  was 
found  afterwards  to  be  first-rate  work. 

8854.  What  class  of  men  are  these  agents  ? — Generally  the  very  poorest  class  in  the 
neighbourhood.  We  endeavoured,  as  a remedy,  to  require  the  agents  to  give  in  a weekly 
return  of  the  fines  which  they  imposed.  Gross  frauds  are  also  committed  in  regard  to 
meal.  It  is  very  difficult  to  get  pure  oatmeal  here— it  is  mixed  with  Indian  meal,  or  perhaps 
rye.  The  poor  people  come  here  to  buy  meal,  and  they  get  it  mixed  with  barley  meal. 
The  Act  of  Parliament  gives  no  power  to  magistrates  to  fine  in  such  a case.  1 have  been 
speaking  to  several  respectable  millers,  who  would  not  grind  barley  and  oatmeal  together, 
and  the  consequence  is  that  they  will  not  get  much  to  grind. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wilson  examined. 

8855.  Are  you  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  this  district  ? — I am. 

8856.  How  often  do  you  inspect? — Four  times  a year. 

8857.  Do  you  detect  many  frauds  ? — Not  near  so  many  now  as  formerly. 

8858.  How  long  have  you  been  inspector  ? — I was  appointed  in  1836. 

8859.  Do  parties  in  the  town  know  when  you  are  coming? — We  are  bound  to  come  one 
day  without  giving  notice,  and  the  other  days  giving  notice.  This  day  I came  without 
notice,  and  I have  been  over  half  the  town  already,  and  I have  only  found  two  small 
weights,  one  of  them  a new  weight,  which  has  never  been  stamped,  and  the  other  an  old 
weight. 

8860.  Have  you  frequently  had  prosecutions? — I think  I had  about  thirty-one  prosecu- 
tions before  the  last  assizes  since  the  preceding  assizes. 

8861.  Are  you  continued  upon  the  same  footing  by  the  Grand  Jury  under  the  new 
Act  ? — The  same,  so  far. 

8862.  Do  you  know  whether  they  purpose  making  any  change  ? — At  the  last  assizes,  at 
Armagh,  there  was  some  talk  about  it,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  decision  of  the  judge ; 
but  there  was  no  return  made  yet. 

8863.  The  constabulary  have  not  acted? — No. 

8864.  Have  you  ever  detected  frauds  among  respectable  parties  in  this  neighbourhood  ? 
— ’Yes;  weights  deficient. 

8865.  Do  you  think  they  were  fraudulent  ? — Yes,  I do. 

8866.  Did  you  ever  find  beams  fraudulent? — I did ; but  principally  among  the  lower  classes. 

8867.  Did  you  ever  find  them  among  the  respectable  merchants  ? — They  generally  use 
wooden  scales  for  the  weights,  and  a tin  bucket,  and  in  some  cases  I have  seized  them,  and 
summoned  the  parties. 

8868.  Did  you  ever  find  one  side  of  the  beam  longer  than  the  other  ? — Not  very  often. 


RATHFRILAND, 
10!7i  .January,  1853. 

617. 

Thomas  Scott,  esq. 


Mr.  Thomas  Wilson. 


Mr.  Nicholas  Carr  examined. 

8869.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — At  Itathfriland. 

8870.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— I am  weighmaster  in  the  market. 

8871.  By  whom  appointed? — The  late  Mr.  Bushe,  agent  to  General  Meade. 

8872.  How  many  years  have  you  held  the  office  ? — About  twenty-three. 

8^73.  What  are  your  duties  ? — I superintend  the  weighing  of  butter,  meal,  and  potatoes. 

8874.  What  are  your  charges? — One  penny  for  a hundred-weight,  and  Ud.  up  to  three 
hundred-weight,  2d.  over  that;  but  when  a jobber  comes,  we  only  charge  himUd.  for  any  sack. 

8875.  Wl.at  for  butter  ? — Two  pence  a firkin  ; the  merchants  pay  it  out  of  the  Is.  ; in 
some  cases  the  merchants  do  not  charge  it  at  all  by  agreement. 

8876.  Do  you  weigh  lumps? — No. 

8877.  Any  charge  for  porterage  ? — No. 

8878.  What  charge  for  potatoes  ?— Three  pence  for  a large  cart ; and  from  that  down,  l$d. 

8879.  Do  you  weigh  the  potatoes  ? — No  ; we  lend  the  beams  and  scales,  and  make  the 
charge  for  them. 

8880.  Is  there  any  other  charge? — No. 

8881.  Are  turnips  weighed  ? — Yes ; the  same  as  potatoes. 

8882.  What  staff  have  you  employed;? — I have  two  daughters  to  assist ; one  stands  at  the 
potato  market  to  get  the  money  for  the  use  of  the  scales,  and  the  other  is  at  the  meal- 
market,  and  weighs  and  keeps  the  money  ; I am  in  the  meal  market  until  twelve  o’clock, 
and  then  I leave  it  and  go  to  the  butter  market ; the  butter  market  does  not  begin  until 
twelve  o’clock. 

8883.  Do  you  give  a ticket? — Yes. 

8884.  And  keep  a book  ?— Yes. 

8SH5.  Do  you  give  a ticket  to  every  person  who  sells? — I do  ; but  half  the  meal  is  not 
weighed  with  me. 

8886.  Suppose  a person  lost  his  ticket,  could  you  give  a copy  ? — I could,  out  of  the  book. 

8887.  Do  you  deduct  the  tare  ? — No  ; they  weigh  the  sack  themselves. 


619. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Carr. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


380  FAIRS  AND  -MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 

I),  888S.  You  can  only  tell  the  gross  weight  ? Yes 

**•  wollrt'of  til  iT”  -Dom  "'0is'“-  *°  the  pmmd'  “4  ”<*“S  W*.  off  but  tho 

n.  iTOuld0do'itiat  W‘U  bli“®  tlw  BOale  fr01n  sta,ldi,1S  to  down  weight?— Ono  pound 

it  Stir"  *1161'6  W8re  0116  P°U“d  “'S'  beam'  01  half  way  down,  would  you  throw 

8892.  Does  the  buyer  pay  for  odd  pounds  ? He  docs. 

8S93.  At  the  same  price  ? — Yes. 

butter  ?-Kvc  roaAm  takc,‘ °ff  ,ai’e°  <**• °fb"lte. witb 

Jylwo  ne^ffinol6  “ ttC  SCal°  ?-T“ ! °n  — **">  "”d-  *«  V*** 
8896.  Does  the  farmer  pay  you  anything  ?— Not  to  me  ; the  merchant  pays  it, 

J°u  deduct  the  weight  of  the  empty  firkin  ?_I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
889b.  Do  you  give  a ticket  of  the  weight  ? — I do. 

8899.  Do  you  know  how  potatoes  ate  weighed  ?-By  stones,  down  weight.  There  is  not 

much  sold  in  the  market  now.  ° 

8900.  Do  they  weigh  to  the  pound  P-Uo  ; nothing  less  than  two  pounds, 
co  o tt°  ^0U  wei°1  any  oai;s  ? — Sometimes ; but  very  little. 

8902.  I-Iow  do  you  weigh  oats  ?— By  the  hundred-weight. 

8903.  No  beamage  ? — None  at  all. 

8904.  Do  3rou  weigh  to  the  pound ? — Yes. 

very  lMe*  th°  a®lioult"Ial  Pr°duce  sold  in  the  town  weighed  by  you  ?— No,  indeed  ; 

gJJJ-  ofte“  d“  .T0U  «ot  your  weights  adjusted  ?—  Four  times  a-year 
iaw?_i  heve?  did6'  ™ °f  a"?  comPlail,ts  •»«>  regard  to  the  system  of  private  weigh. 

T wki  DU!  y?“  over  hear  of  any  complaints  of  frauds  committed  at  the  private  stores?— 
rST?  of  th<Jm'  b“  1 do  1104  llnow  whether  thev  are  true  or  not. 

8909.  Did  persons  over  come  to  yon  to  try  the  weight  ?— They  did.  with  flax,  sometimes. 
8J10.  Dave  you  ever  hoard  complaints  of  the  weighing  of  butter  ? — I think  not. 

. Mr.  Thomas  Parke  examined. 

8911.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — A short  distance  from  Rathfriland. 

8912.  Do  you  buy  flax  ? — I do. 

8913.  In  this  market  ? — Yes. 

8914.  Do  you  buy  in  the  streets  ?— Yes  ; and  weigh  in  my  stores 

!*}*•  5?  >;»"  buy  V *•  *>«>  ?— Tw ; by  the  stono  of  sixteen  and  a quarter  pounds. 

_ 891b.  Mould  you  take  it  standing  beam  ? — Oftentimes  we  do,  when  the  flax  is  dry  and 
nice  ; but  it  it  is  damp,  we  must  have  it  weightier. 

8917.  Do  you  make  any  charge? — One  halfpenny  a stone. 

89 18.  What  is  that  for  ? — Storage. 

8919.  Is  it  for  the  rent  of  a store  ? — It  is  a general  rule. 

8920.  Do  you  give  it  all  for  your  store  ? — No. 

cnoo  w18  ,P,arfc  P’:ofifc  Well,  it  is  a good  deal  more  than  the  expense, 
ini  , bo  m favour  of  weighing,  standing  beam  exactly,  paying  the  farmer  for 

wJm  he  has,  abolishing  all  deductions,  and  regulating  your  prices  accordingly  ?-  -If  it  were 
done  m all  other  towns,  I would  recommend  it  very  much. 

8923.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  market  commencing  and  closing  at  a certain 
hour  .—Certainly,  he  have  a beR-man  here  who  rings  at  ten  o’clock  each  Wednesdav 
morning,  and  I never  bought  a stone  before. 

8924.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  of  the  system  of  weighing  flax  at  the  private 
stores  c I have  heard  complaints,  but  I cannot  say  of  my  own  knowledge. 

8925.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  empowering  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  market  to 
decide  disputes  ? — Certainly. 

}ou 'vould  not  leave  the  decision  entirely  to  the  buyer?— Indeed.  1 would  not. 

. Are  there  jobbers  in  town  who  buy  much  ?— Agood  manv ; hut  not  near  so  many  as 
at  landragee  or  Armagh.  It  would  be  a very  good  thing  to  have  an  inspector  to  look 
after  wet  and  damp  flax.  1 

Mr.  Andrew  Leather  examined. 

8928.  Do  you  reside  in  Rathfriland  ? — I do. 

8929.  Do  you  buy  firkin  butter? — I do. 

8930.  Is  it  bought  in  the  streets  ?— Yes,  and  in  the  houses. 

8931.  Do  you  weigh  in  the  market? — Yes. 

8932.  Do  you  inspect  the  butter  yourself? — I do. 

8933.  Do  you  pay  for  over  seventy  pounds? — No. 

8934.  Would  you  give  the  full  rate  for  a firkin  not  quite  filled  ?— Only  last  Wednesday, 

I gave  the  first  price  for  butter  an  inch  below  the  groove. 

8935.  What  is  the  custom  of  the  trade  ?— That  I cannot  say.  If  it  were  invariably  low, 
of  course  it  would  not  be  so  fit  for  shipping,  and  therefore  it  must,  of  necessity,  have  to  ho 
reduced. 

8936.  What  deduction  is  made? — Five  pounds  tret. 
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8937.  What  do  you  charge  Is.  for? — It  is  called  carriage.'  We  pay  2 d.  to  the  weigh- 
inaster,  but  sometimes  we  only  take  (id.,  and  sometimes  nothing.  Sometimes  we  give  6 d., 
sometimes  Is.  over  the  price,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  butter. 

8938.  But  the  custom  of  the  market  is  to  charge  Is.  ? — It  is  ; 2d.  goes  to  the  weigli- 
master,  so  much  to  the  cooper,  so  much  for  storage  and  carriage. 

8939-  Do  you  deduct  the  tare  marked  on  the  firkins? — I make  firkins  myself. 

894  0.  When  a firkin  weighs  twelve  pounds  fresh,  what  do  you  brand  it? — Twelve 
pounds. 

8941.  Do  you  allow  nothing  for  soakage? — Nothing.  Every  cooper  does  not  allow  it, 
and  many  of  them  make  the  firkins  heavier  than  they  are  branded.  I bought  a firkin  at 
Banbridgo  one  day,  and  sent  it  to  Newry  to  be  stripped,  and  it  was  found  to  weigh  nineteen 
pounds,  although  the  brand  upon  it  was  fourteen  pounds. 

8942.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  the  firkins  weighed  and  branded,  and 
inspected  by  a sworn  inspector  in  the  public  market  before  sale? — I would  be  in  favour  of 
.having  it  weighed  and  branded,  but  1 do  not  know  whether  one  inspector  would  do  here  in 
the  interior  of  the  country,  although  he  might  in  Newry  or  Belfast. 

. 8943.  Why  ? — I buy  sometimes  upon  commission,  and  sometimes  for  myself,  and  if  there 
were  a sworn  inspector  here,  I do  not  see  how  I could  do  that. 

8944.  The  only  difference  would  be,  that  instead  of  having  the  trouble  of  inspecting 
yourself,  you  would  buy  in  the  public  market  under  the  qualification  of  a sworn  inspector  ? 
— Well,  perhaps  it  might  be  better 

8945.  Would  you  ho  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions,  weighing  to  the  pound,  stand- 
ing beam  ? — I would  be  very  much  in  favour  of  it. 

8946.  You  would  not  object  to  buy  in  a public  market  ? — Certainly  not. 

8947.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  market  begin  at  a certain  hour? — Yes;  I 
•think  it  would  be  better.  It  would  give  all  parties  opportunit)r  and  justice,  and  one  could 
not  begin  before  another. 

Mr.  James  M‘Condella  examined. 

8948.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — About  a mile  from  town. 

8949.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a farmer. 

8950.  Do  you  sell  flax? — I do,  and  butter  sometimes. 

8951.  Do  you  think  the  present  system  of  weighing  and  inspecting  fair? — Not  in  all 
cases,  as  regards  flax.  If  a man  brings  in  a quantity  of  flax  made  up  in  bundles  of  sixteen 
and  a quarter  pounds,  and  weighed  standing  beam,  they  will  be  thrown  aside,  and  not  con- 
sidered weight  unless  they  weigh  down,  which  will  take  a quarter  of  a pound  more. 

8952.  Is  that  a regular  rule  ? — Yes,  and  it  is  the  same  with  butter.  There  are  five  pounds 
taken  off  every  firkin,  and  the  farmers  generally  wish  the  cooper  to  make  the  firkin  heavy 
to  meet  it ; that  is  the  reason  of  the  frauds  in  that  way. 

8953.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  obliging  all  produce  to  be  sold  and 
weighed  there  ? — I would. 

8954.  Would  you,  as  a farmer,  object  to  pay  a small  charge  to  support  such  a market  ? — 
I would  not. 

8955.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam,  to  the  pound,  and  abolishing 
all  deductions  ? — Most  certainly. 

8956.  Do  not  these  deductions  keep  up  a fictitious  price  ? — Of  course  they  do. 

8957.  Would  you  prefer  weighing  in  the  public  market  to  the  private  store  ? — I would, 
indeed. 

8958.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  buying  everywhere  by  the  stone  of  fourteen  pounds? — 
Yes,  I would  have  some  uniform  system. 

Mr.  David  Martin  examined. 

8959.  Are  you  a farmer? — 1 am. 

8960.  Do  you  generally  concur  in  the  opinions  we  have  heard  ? — I do. 

8961.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  paying  the  farmer  for  every  pound  he  has,  and  regulat- 
ing the  merchant's  price  accordingly  ? — I would. 

8962.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  uniform  system  of  weighing  over  the  whole  country? 
— I would. 

8903.  And  a general  market  where  all  produce  should  be  sold? — Decidedlj\ 

8964.  Would 'you  have  the  officer  at  the  head  of  such  a market,  empowered  to  arbitrate 
in  cases  of  dispute  between  buyer  and  seller,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  some  higher  autho- 
rity ? — I would. 

8965.  Would  you  have  the  market  begin  at  a certain  fixed  hour,  convenient  to  each 
town  ? — Decidedly.  I wish  to  say,  I think  the  merchant  ought  to  pay  for  odd  pounds  in 
proportion  to  the  price  of  the  hundred-weight.  It  makes' a difference  of  6d.  a hundred- 
weight upon  a pig  of  one  hundred  and  a-half. 

James  Morton  Maclenchan,  esq.,  examined. 

8966.  You  are  a magistrate  ?— I am. 

8967.  Do  you  generally  concur  in  the  information  given  to  us  by  Mr.  bcott  A— I do. 

8968.  You  agree  with  ‘his  suggestions?—!  do ; and  so  far  as  my  short  experience  goes, 
it  confirms  my  opinion  of  what  he  has  stated  with  reference  to  disputes  in  the  markets,  and 
the  improvements  lie  has  suggested  in  that  regard. 


IiATIIFIULANI), 
10th  January,  1853. 

62L 

Mr.  A.  Leather. 


622. 

Mr.  J.  M‘Condella. 


623.' 

Mr.  David  Martin. 


624. 

J.M.Maclenehan.csq. 
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Downpatrick,  January  11,  1853. 

David  Harold,  esq.,  examined. 

8969.  Are  you  agent  to  the  property  of  Mr.  Kerr  in  this  town? — I am. 

8970.  And  a magistrate  for  the  county? — Yes. 

. 8971.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  were  the  markets  and  fairs  here  originally  estab- 
lished?— Under  a patent  dated  the  seventh  of  August,  1617,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  James  I. 

8972.  Granted  to  whom? — To  Thomas  Lord  Cromwell. 

8973.  How  did  it  come  to  Mr.  Kerr? — By  purchase. 

8974.  Is  Mr.  Kerr  the  representative  of  the  original  patentee?— He  is.  The  patent  was 
renewed  by  Charles  II.,  granting  a market  on  every  Saturday,  and  two  fairs,  one  upon  the 
17th  of  March,  St.  Patrick’s  day,  and  two  days  after,  and  one  upon  St.  Luke’s  day,  the  29th 
October,  and  a day  after. 

8975.  Are  those  the  days  upon  which  the  fairs  and  markets  are  held  at  present? The 

market  is  held  twice  a-week,  upon  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays. 

8976.  How  many  fairs  ? — There  is  a monthly  fair  on  the  first  Saturday  in  every  month. 

897.7.  Was  there  any  patent  for  the  Tuesday  market,  or  for  the  monthly  fairs? No; 

they  were  held  by  prescription,  or  by  general  consent. 

8978.  Are  tolls  paid  now  at  the  markets  or  fairs?— At  the  time  the  four  fairs  were  held 
during  the  year,  and  the  weekly  market,  tolls  were  levied ; they  were  let  to  a man  named 
James  Dugan,  at  a yearly  rent  of  £56:  but  they  were  discontinued  in  January,  1845,  when 
the  monthly  markets  were  established,  because  they  were  considered  oppressive ; and  the 
markets  have,  since  then,  been  free. 

8979.  Is  there  any  enclosed  market-place? — Not  enclosed. 

8980.  What  market  accommodation  have  you  ? — A grain  market,  held  upon  the  fair- 
green,  with  a market-house ; a pork  and  butter  market,  a short  distance  from  the  grain 
market,  with  a house.  _ There  is  a weigh- bridge  attached  to  the  grain  market. 

8981.  Have  you  a fair-green  ? — Yes. 

8982.  Is  it  enclosed  ? — It  is  not. 

8983.  Is  it  a large  green? — It  extends  over  several  acres. 

8984.  Is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  confined  to  the  market-place  ? No ; a good 

deal  is  sold  in  the  private  stores. 

8985.  And  weighed  there  ? — Yes. 

8986.  What  number  of  beams  and  scales  have  you  at  present  ? — Two  beams  and  scales 
for  the  grain  market,  and  a weigh-bridge ; one  beam  and  scales  for  the  pork  and  butter 
market.  There  are  four  beams  and  scales  provided  for  the  potato  market,  which  is  held  in 
the  open  streets,  and  the  vegetable  market.  There  is  also  a meal  market  held  in  the  street, 
but  with  a shed  and  a crane.  There  is  an  old  market-house  given  free,  where  parties  retail 
meal,  and  in  the  under  part  of  it  flax  and  linen  are  sold. 

8987.  How  many  weighmasters  are  there? — Three;  one  for  grain,  another  for  pork, 
butter,  and  oatmeal,  and  a third  for  potatoes. 

8988.  Are  the  weighmasters  sworn  under  the  4th  of  Anne,  c.  14  ? — They  are. 

8989.  Are  there  beams  and  scales  sufficient  to  weigh  all  the  agricultural  produce  coming 
into  the  town  ? — There  are. 

8990.  What  are  the  charges  for  weighing,  or  standings? — Each  stall,  or  standing  for  any 
commodity,  except  potatoes,  1 d. ; each  stall  for  the  sale  of  potatoes,  in  cart-loads,  3 d. ; 
when  only  one  or  more  sacks  or  bags,  each  Id.;  including  the  use  of  the  public  scales  and 
weights. 

8991.  I suppose  the  scales  are  let  out? — Yes. 

8992.  And  the  parties  weigh  the  potatoes  themselves? — Yes;  the  weighmaster,  I think, 
merely  superintends. 

8993.  What  other  charges? — Each  firkin  or  crock  of  butter,  1 d.;  each  carcass  of  pork, 

1 d.;  each  draught  of  grain,  meal,  flour,  or  any  other  commodity  or  article,  under  three 
hundred-weight,  1 d.\  over  that  quantity.  Id.  At  the  weigh-bridge,  each  empty  car  or  cart, 

1 d. ; each  other  draught,  2d. 

8994.  If  a person  pays  2d.  for  a draught,  must  he  pay  another  penny  for  the  cart  ? 

Yes;  but  sometimes,  if  there  are  a number  of  carts,  only  one  is  weighed. 

8995.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  butter  here?— No. 

8996.  Was  there  ever  an  inspector? — There  was  not. 

8997.  Is  corn  sold  here  by  the  barrel  ? — No ; by  the  hundred-weight  of  1 12  pounds. 

8998.  Does  the  stone  always  consist  of  fourteen  pounds? — Yes,  except  wool,  which  is 
sixteen  pounds. 

8999.  How  are  potatoes  weighed  ? — By  the  hundred-weight. 

9000.  On  market  days,  do  people  sell  Out  of  your  market? — They  do. 

9001.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  private  weighing? I have  heard 

complaints. 

9002.  Do  you  consider  the  system  an  objectionable  one? — I do,  most  decidedly;  I think 
what  we  want  are,  first,  public  markets,  were  every  thing  connected  with  agricultural 
produce  should  be  weighed  and  offered  for  sale ; second,  an  uniformity  of  weights  and 
measures;  and,  third,  that  the  farmer  should  be  paid  for  the  actual  weight  of  the  com- 
modity which  he  sells. 

9003.  I suppose  you  would  have  the  charge,  in  such  a market,  only  just  sufficient  to  sup- 
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port  it  respectably,  and  that  you  would  not  allow  it  to  be  made  a source  of  revenue  either 
to  a private  proprietor  or  a public  body  ? — Certainly. 

9004.  If  the  sum  received  one  year  were  more  than  sufficient,  you  would  reduce  the 
charge  next  year  ? — Certainly ; or  else  give  increased  accommodation. 

9005.  What  would  you  recommend  as  the  best  uniform  system  of  weighing? — By  the 
hundred-weight  and  stone ; or  whatever  was  decided  upon  as  being  the  most  convenient. 

9000.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  agricultural  produce,  standing  beam,  to  the 
pound,  and  abolishing  all  deductions,  except  the  tare  of  the  empty  sack  or  firkin? — Pre- 
cisely. 

9007.  Do  you  think  the  present  system  of  nominally  buying  a hundred-weight  of  pork  or 
corn,  but  in  reality  getting  a great  deal  more,  injurious? — Very  much  so. 

9008.  Does  it  not,  at  least,  keep  up  a fictitious  price  ? — It  does;  and  opens  the  door  to 
frauds. 

9009.  Are  any  deductions  for  beamage  made  upon  corn  here  ? — None. 

9010.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  used  in  weighing  it? — One  pound. 

9011.  What  for  butter  ? — Half  a pound. 

9012.  Any  deductions  in  butter? — The  buyer  takes  off  two  pounds  for  each  firkin,  and 
pays  for  nothing  beyond  seventy  pounds.  I knew  of  a case  which  was  brought  before  me, 
as  foreman  of  the  Market  Jury,  where  as  much  as  six  or  seven  pounds,  over  the  seventy 
pounds,  were  not  paid  for ; and  I say,  therefore,  I should  like  to  have  the  farmer  paid  for 
the  actual  weight  of  the  commodity  he  sells. 

9013.  Of  course,  you  would  have  penalties  for  frauds  in  the  making  up  of  corn  or  butter? 
— Certainly;  strictly  enforced. 

9014.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  market  begin  and  close  at  a stated  hour; 
whatever  was  considered  most  convenient? — Certainly;  it  would  be  a saving  of  time,  and 
very  useful  to  all  parties. 

9015.  Would  it  not  be  a great  advantage,  that  in  such  a market  you  would  be  able  to 
obtain  proper  statistical  returns  ?— Certainly ; and  I hope  there  will  be  means  established 
for  that  purpose. 

9016.  You  would  have  yearly  returns  made  up  by  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  markets? 
— Yes;  or,  even,  if  necessary,  monthly  returns. 

9017.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  have  the  head  officer  a person  who  could  arbitrate 
between  the  buyer  and  the  seller,  in  case  of  any  dispute,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the 
magistrates  ? — I think  it  would  be  very  useful. 

9018.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  butter  coming  within  the  limits  of  the  market, 
sold  and  weighed  in  the  public  market,  and  have  it  weighed  and  inspected  by  competent 
sworn  persons  previous  to  sale? — I think  it  would  be  a very  great  improvement. 

9019.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  fairs  removed  from  the  public  streets  into 
a proper  enclosed  fair-green  ? — Certainly  ; and  it  is  the  intention  of  Sir.  Kerr  to  have  the 
fair-green  here  enclosed. 

9020.  As  a rule  all  over  the  country,  would  it  not  be  a good  plan  to  make  a small  charge 
upon  all  cattle  entering  the  fair,  for  a good  standing  ? — Yes ; I think  it  would  be  the  only 
equitable  plan. 
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9021.  Do  you  reside  in  Downpatrick  ? — I do. 

9022.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  weighmaster  of  the  grain  market. 

9023.  Do  the  other  weighmasters  account  to  you? — They  do. 

9024.  In  fact,  you  are  the  general  weighmaster  ? — I am. 

9025.  By  whom  were  you  appointed  ? — By  Mr.  Kerr. 

9026.  When? — Upon  the  1 5th  of  last  April. 

9027.  Were  you  sworn? — I was.  . 

9028.  Have  you  a copy  of  your  appointment? — It  is  in  the  hands  of  the  seneschal. 

9029.  Was  it  under  the  4th  of  Anne,  c.  14  ?— It  was. 

9030.  Do  you  make  the  charge  mentioned  here  to-day  ? — I do. 

9031.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ?— I do. 

9032.  And  keep  a book  ? — Y es. 

9033.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  weighed  in  the  public  scales  ? — No : a great  deal  ot 
it  is  weighed  at  the  stores. 

9034.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  ?— To  the  pound,  down  weight. 

9035.  What  would  bring  the  scales  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight  ? — One  pound 

would  clink  the  beam  down  ; it  is  not  hung  high  from  the  ground.  jot 

9036.  If  it  was  one  pound  half  way  down,  would  you  throw  out  the  one  pound  ( — 1 
would,  if  it  did  not  touch  the  ground. 

9037.  Then  a man  might  lose  one  pound  and  a half? — It  is  possible  he  might. 

9038.  Do  you  make  any  deduction? — Nothing,  except  for  the  bag. 

9039.  Do  you  weigh  the  empty  bag  ? — Sometimes  I do,  and  sometimes  not;  if  the  sack 

does  not  come  back,  the  buyer  and  seller  settle  it  between  them,  and  I only  give  the  ticket 
in  the  gross.  . 0 ,, 

9040.  Do  you  never  lump  the  sacks,  and  put  down  seven  pounds  lor  eacli  ! — IN  ever. 

9041.  Does  the  merchant  deduct  beamage  ? — I rather  think  not. 

9042.  Does  the  buyer  pay  for  odd  pounds  ? — I believe  some  of  them  do  not  pay  for  less 
than  seven  pounds. 

9043.  When  you  tare  the  sack,  do  you  keep  a copy  of  the  tare  ?— JN  o. 
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M » „!°54'  ??Pi)OS!!  a gMtkman'a  steward  lost  Ms  ticket,  and  came  back  the  next  day,  could. 
y°u,f re  •“»»  "PI  Mold,  Of  the  gross  weight,  but  not  of  the  tare  : it  is  only  a very 

small  proportion  of  the  sacks  which  come  to  mo  to  be  tared.  y ~ 

ay-  ?045'  st»*f  <io  you  employ  in  the  market  ?_A  man  to  each  scale,  and  three  porters 
and  occasionally  my  soil, assists  at  the  weigh -bridge.  L > 

9046.  Do  you  receive  a fixed  salary  ?— I do.  ° 

9047.  Do  you  account  to  Mr.  Kerr  for  your  receipts  ?— I do. 

WG1%h  ”othinS  hut  grain  ?— Sometimes,  peas  and  beans ; and  on  the  weigh- 
bridge,  turnips,  carrots,  hay  and  straw.  , & 

9049.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  on  the  weigh-bridge  ’—Seven  pounds  • we  use 
ro-n  UwfSS  the;e  ls  something  VC1T  particular  to  be  weighed.  1 

thei°e°0I  3 2fpd  t?lC,n  °f  WC'shi"°  at  *he  Pork  and  butter  markets?— When  I attended 
seller.  1 ° dj  bame  as  com>  and  110  deduction  ; that  was  left  to  the  buyer  and 

S'  l0U  d°  "0t  kn0Y  the,  Price  ?~Whon  1 obtain  the  price,  I set  it  down. 

the^bu  m^ii^r^110^  ? frauds  P]'actised  in  private  weighing ?_I  have  heard  of 
tnem,  out  no  instance  ever  came  to  my  own  knowledge. 

M?,3,  ^oultl  you  allow  persons  to  sell  corn  in  your  market  without  weighing  ? — I have 
no  instructions  as  to  that;  I do  not  know  whether  I have  any  power  to  prevent  it. 

JIr-  Alexander  M'Nca  examined. 

9054.  Do  you  reside  in  Downpatrick  ? — I do. 

905.5.  Do  you  weigh  butter  and  pork  ? — Yes  ; and  oatmeal. 

weighed  Sa7ll^^lmTket  VTheibUtt|r  anc!  pork  are  in  onc  markct,  and  the  oatmeal  is 
nos-  Va  * t et-  1 we,Sh  meal  on  Saturdays,  at  the  crane  in  Irish-strect. 

90o<.  Do  you  account  for  what  you  receive  ? I do. 

S'  “ fi™d  sak,T?— I get  the  oatmeal  receipts  without  accounting  for  them. 

9053.  W hat  is  your  system  of  weighing  butter ’-By  the  112  pounds,  down  womht  to 
the  pound ; we  use  half  a pound  for  small  lumps.  ° ’ 

9060.  Do  you  make  the  charges  entered  in  this  list? — I do. 

9061.  Any  deductions  for  beamage  ? — No. 

seUer2'  D°  ^ d<KlUC*  ‘i6  °f  “’e  f,rki“  ?~No  1 1 1<*™  all  that  to  the  buyer  and 

oS'  JThat deduction  does  the  buyer  make ’—Three  pounds  to  the  draught, 
is  noftiie^ase  now  a ie  “J'  cbar®e?— 1 tbl,lt  not • ,hl5T  f50'1 10  NM.  hut  I think  that 

so SN4?  deduct  the  taro  branded  upon  the  firkin  ? — I think  they  strip  the  firkin  : 
sometimes  a fn kin  will  weigh  four  pounds  more  than  is  branded  upon  it 
P°  1t,h' r'  Strip  h in  evo,T  instance  ? — I think  almost  always. 

9067 ■ Is  all  the  butter  weighed  at  your  scales  ? It  is. 

22®®*  TTiere  1S  none  weiSllcd  about  the  streets,  or  in  the  private  stores?— I think  not 
9069.  How  are  persons  supplied  with  fresh  butter  ?-It  is  hawked  about  the  streets. 

90 1 0.  How  do  you  weigh  lump  butter  ?— Down  weight,  to  the  half  pound. 

90  / 1 . Do  you  deduct  any  thing  ? — No. 

9072.  What  do  you  charge  ? — One  penny  a draught. 

90 1 3.  AY  oukl  you  charge  the  same  for  a couple  of  pounds  of  butter  ?_ It  is  often  weighed 
tor  nothing ; but  we  have  no  other  scales.  G 

9074.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ? — Yes. 

By  the  112  pounds,  downweight,  to  the  pound,  and 
give  a ticket  foi  the  gross  weight,  making  no  deductions. 

9076.  Do  the  buyer  and  seller  arrange  the  deductions  ?— They  do. 

9077-  AY  hat  do  you  charge  ? — One  penny  a carcass. 

9078  What  deduction  does  the  buyer  make  ’—Eleven  pounds  a pig,  and  eight  pounds 
to  the  hundred-weight.  They  buy  by  the  120  pounds. 

.,  U“S  thf,  b7er  make  anT  cl,are°  1 ‘Mi*  <«.,  and  some  only  charge  id  or  M ■ 
the  od.  is  generally  for  porterage,  and  the  other  1 d.  for  me. 

908°.  Does  the  buyer  pay  for  odd  pounds  at  the  same  rate  as  the  hundred-weight  ? I 

tumic  be  pays  at  the  nearest  even  price  he  can. 

to  Mfasf  °eS  ”0t  a‘°  farmK’ dCliTCr  his  °'Tn  pig  ?_I  ,Ilink  a,°  olmrge  is  t° Pa>* fcr  cmxiage 

a„d°tl,e  ,vr’d  y°“  J’0ur  boolt  of  tbe  number  »f  pigo  sold  in  the  year, 

and  the  average  price  ? — I think  I could. 

9083.  Is  the  same  deductions  made  for  a small  pig  as  from  a large  one  ’-Just  the  same. 
IZi'  2 aW,‘hm8  “*»  **«*>?  “Poo  » wet  day  ?_I  think  there  is  one  pound  more, 
onaf'  n d°  J°iU  weIg  1 ,oatmcal  lo  thc  pound,  down  weight,  by  the  112  pounds. 
“ ®°,  ?°“  male  a”y  deductions?— Nothing  but  the  tare  of  the  bag.  1 
9U8<.  What  do  you  charge  ?— One  penny  under  three  hundreds-weight. 

John  Cochrane  examined. 

9088.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I attend  at  the  potato  market,  and  let  out  the  scales 
and  weights. 

9089.  Have  you  any  large  scales  for  sacks  of  potatoes  ?— No. 

9090.  How  would  eightor  ten  sacks  heweighed?— It  should  he  by  thehalf  hundred-weight. 
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9091.  Then  if  a farmer  came  with  a cart-load  of  potatoes,  should  they  be  weighed  by  the 

half  hundred-weight  ? — They  should.  J 

9092.  Is  the  market  held  in  the  streets  ?— Yes,  but  I keep  a proper  space  for  the  carts 
and  cars  to  go  up  and  down. 

9093.  Ts  not  that  open  space  the  public  thoroughfare  ? — It  is. 

9094.  What  are  your  charges? — Three  pence  a load,  and  one  penny  for  a bag  or 

9095.  Do  you  let  out  weights  with  every  scale  ?— Yes,  a seven  pound,  fourteen  pound, 
twenty-eight  pound,  and  fifty-six  pound  weight  I let  out  with  every  scale. 

909(i.  Do  you  seo  the  parties  weighing  ? — I do  ; and  I have  my  brother  as  an  assistant, 
and  I pass  up  and  down,  and  see  that  they  weigh  correctly. 

9097.  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — No. 

9098.  Is  any  thing  else  sold  there?— Yes;  turnips,  mangolds,  and  carrots,  by  retail. 

9099.  Are  they  sold  in  the  same  way  ? — Just  the  same. 

9100.  Were  you  sworn? — I was. 

9101.  Have  you  a regular  appointment  ?— Yes,  from  Mr.  Kerr’s  agent. 

9102.  What  quantity  is  sold  in  the  year  in  your  market?— From  twelve  carts  to  thirty, 
every  Saturday,  since  the  16th  of  September,  when  I was  appointed. 


Mr.  John  Nelson  examined. 

9103.  W here  do  you  reside  ? — Within  two  miles  of  Downpatrick. 

9104.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a meal  and  grain  merchant. 

9105.  Do  you  purchase  in  the  public  market? — Very  little;  I purchase  at  the  mill. 

9106.  Do  you  charge  for  weighing  there  ? — No. 

9107.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  there? — By  the  112  pounds,  with  one  pound 
weight ; and  if  it  turns  the  beam,  I pass  it. 

9 1 08.  Do  you  take  beamage,  or  any  allowance  ? — No ; except  that  any  thing  less  than 
seven  pounds  in  meal  we  do  not  pay  for. 

9109.  Do  you  tare  the  empty  sack  ? — Yes,  and  deduct  the  actual  weight. 

9110.  Why  do  you  not  pay  for  the  odd  pounds  ? — It  has  been  the  custom  of  the  trade. 

9111.  Do  you  consider  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  private  stores  an  objectionable 
one  ? — I would  rather  have  any  thing  weighed  at  the  crane,  if  it  were  convenient. 

9112.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  traders  who  could  afford  to  give  more  than  you  can,  and 
make  it  up  in  weighing  ? — I cannot  say  that  I have ; I may  have  heard  of  such  cases,  but 
I cannot  depend  upon  them.  I think  it  would  be  very  much  better  for  the  merchant  and 
the  seller  both  to  sell  in  the  public  market ; it  would  give  the  honest  trader  a much  better 
chance,  and  would  show  the  farmer  that  he  was  fairly  dealt  with. 

9113.  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  have  the  market  begin  and  close  at  a certain 
hour  ? — I think  it  would. 

9114.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  the  weights  and  measures  all  over 
the  country  ? — I think  it  would  be  a very  great  improvement. 

9115.  What  would  you  consider  the  best  system  of  weighing? — I think  by  the  112 
pounds,  it  works  very  well  here. 

9116.  Would  you  Ije  in  favour  of  weighing  all  agricultural  produce,  standing  beam,  to 
the  pound,  and  abolish  the  system  of  deductions  ? — Yes ; whatever  would  become  the 
universal  usage,  it  would  not  signify  to  the  merchant,  for  he  would  know  what  he  was 
buying,  and  would  pay  accordingly ; and  the  farmer  could  be  paid  to  the  last  pound,  and 
the  last  halfpenny ; if  there  was  a proper  market  started  here,  at  an  hour  appointed,  the 
merchants  would  all  have  more  time,  and  there  would  be  a great  difference  between  the 
prices  paid  for  good  and  bad  produce ; it  nearly  all  gets  the  same  price  here,  unless  the 
sample  is  very  inferior. 

9117.  Does  not  the  system  of  making  the  deductions  from  good  and  bad  alike,  operate 
as  an  encouragement  to  the  farmers  to  bring  in  their  corn  dirty? — I think  so;  and  if  the 
proper  value  of  good  and  bad  wheat  were  given,  the  farmers  would  bring  better  corn  from 
the  country,  generally. 

91  IS.  In  the  event  of  it  being  made  compulsoiy  to  goto  the  public  market,  would  you  have 
penalties  recoverable  in  a summary  way,  for  frauds  committed  by  either  party  ? — Yes, 
certainly. 

9119.  Docs  much  corn  come  in  here  made  up  fraudulently? — Not  much  now;  there  is 
very  little  reason  to  complain. 

9120.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  obtain — which  could  be  very  easily  done  in  a 
proper  well-regulated  market — the  statistics  of  the  country? — Unquestionably;  very  de- 
sirable. I would  recommend  particularly,  fixed  hours  for  the  market,  and  if  that  system 
is  not  established,  I think  our  market  here  will  go  down.  I have  a partner  in  Derry,  and 
he  has  bought  as  much  as  fifty  tons  of  corn  there  in  half  an  hour. 

9121.  Would  you  attend  the  market  here  regularly  in  the  event  of  such  an  arrangement? — 

I would,  if  it  were  properly  regulated ; but  1 attend  it  very  little  now. 

9122.  Although  you  live  two  miles  from  town,  if  there  were  a.  regular  market,  you  would 
not  object  to  go  there  ? — No ; I would  attend  every  market-day. 

9123.  You  do  not  consider  that  such  a system  would  be  a restriction  upon  trade  ? — 

I do  not  think  it  would ; it  might  put  the  farmers  to  some  inconvenience  before  they 
understood  the  rules,  but  in  time  they  would  come  to  understand  them. 

3 D 


DOWNPATRICK, 
11th  January,  1853. 

628! 

John  Cochrane, 


629. 

Mr.  John  Nelson. 
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Mr.  James  Steele  examined. 

9124.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Downpatrick. 

9125.  Do  you  buy  corn? — I do,  for  home  consumption. 

9126.  Do  you  buy  at  your  own  store,  or  in  the  public  market? — At  both  places  ; any 
thing  I buy  in  the  market  is  weighed  there,  and  any  thing  I buy  in  the  store  is  weighed 
there. 

9127.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  weighing  or  porterage?. — None. 

9128.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing? — Down  weight  to  the  pound. 

9129.  Do  you  tare  the  empty  sack? — Yes. 

; 9130.  Do  you  deduct  any  beamage  ?— No. 

9131.  Do  you  pay  for  odd  pounds  ? — Before  the  market  was  established  I paid  a halfpenny 
for  every  odd  pound,  but  since  that  I pay  for  nothing  under  seven  pounds. 

9132.  If  a man  had  only  a single  sack  to  sell,  would  you  pay  for  nothing  under  seven 
pounds  ? — Nothing. 

9133.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  where  it  would  be  compulsory  to  buy 
and  sell  ? — Yes,  I would  much  rather  buy  in  the  market  than  at  my  own  stores. 

'9134.  Would  you  have  the  charge  at  such  a market  only  just  sufficient  to  support  it? — 
Certainly. 

9135.  Do  you  Finnic  the  farmers  would  complain  of  having  to  go  to  a public  market  ? — I 
do  not  think  they  would,  and  I am  certain  that  it  would  bo  for  their  own  interest. 

9136-  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  everywhere 
throughout  the  country  ? — I would. 

9137.  What  system  of  buying  would  you  suggest? — By  the  hundred-weight. 

9138.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  better  than  buying'by  tbe  stone? — I think  it  would. 

9139.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  to  the  pound,  standing  beam,  and  abolishing 
all  deductions  ?^-I  would. 

9140.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  market  commencing  and  closing  at  a certain  hour? 
— Yes ; we  go  in  now  at  ten  o’clock,  and  may  be  buying  odd  loads" perhaps  up  to  one 
o’clock  ; whereas  if  a regular  hour  were  appointed,  we  might  have  all  pm-chased  in  half 
the  time. 

9141.  You  would  close  at  a certain  hour  also? — Certainly. 

9142.  Would  you  have  the  head  officer  empowered  to  decide  disputes'bctween  buyer  and 
seller  ? — 1 would ; I think  there  is  a great  need  for  something  of  the  kind,  for  we  find  in 
many  cases  the  grain  is  not  at  all  equal  throughout. 

9143.  You  would  not  leave  such  questions  entirely  to  the  decision  of  the  buyer  ? — - 
Certainly  not. 

9144.  Would  it  n6t  be  an  advantage  that  in  a public  market  you  could  obtain  the 
statistics  of  all  the  markets  throughout  the  country? — Most  decidedly. 

9145.  You  would  not  consider  such  a market  a restriction  upon  trade? — I would  think 
it  quite  the  contrary. 

Mr.  Conway  Pilson  examined. 

9146.  Do  you  reside  in  Downpatrick  ? — I do. 

9147.  You  are  foreman  of  the  Market  Jury  ? — I am. 

9148.  Do  you  consider  the  answers  we  have  heard  given  to  be  generally  correct? I do. 

9149.  Can  you  state  what  are  the  deductions  made  upon  pork  by  the  buyers? — Eleven 

pounds  are  taken  off  each  pig,  and  twelve  pounds  upon  a wet  day  ; the  merchants  buy  bv 
120  pounds.  J J 

9150.  What  do  they  charge? — The  charge  varies ; one  person  will  only  charge  id.,  and 
another  buyer  will  charge  5d. 

9151.  Does  that  include  1 d.  to  the  weighmaster  ?— In  those  instances,  I think,  it  does 
not ; the  whole  charge  made  is  generally  6d. 

9152.  What  are  the  reductions  upon  butter? — The  butter  buyers  tell  me  they  take  two 
pounds  to  the  beam,  and  they  do  not  pay  upon  dark  firkins  for  any  thing  over  seventy 
pounds;  they  first  deduct  fourteen  pounds  for  tare,  and  if  that  brings  the  number  of 
pounds  to  seventy-five,  they  will  pay  for  only  seventy  pounds. 

9153.  Do  they  deduct  first  from  the  gross  weight? — They  do. 

9154.  The  seller  may  lose  eight  or  nine  pounds  ? — He  may.  I do  not  consider  the  two 
pounds  upon  the  seventy  pounds  lost,  for  I consider  they  arc  bound  to  allow  it. 

9155.  Will  a man  get  first  quality  price  for  a firkin  which  is  not  quite  full? — I think 
he  will. 

9156.  If  the  firkin  is  not  full  up  to  the  groove  will  the  seller  be  paid  for  first  quality? — 
I cannot  say. 

9157.  Do  the  buyers  always  deduct  fourteen  pounds? — They  do. 

9158.  Do  they  ever  strip  the  firkin  ?— It  is  not  customary;  and  I have  heard  complaints 
from  Liverpool,  that  after  they  take  out  the  butter  there,  the  firkin  is  sometimes  found  to 
weigh  nineteen  pounds. 

9159.  Suppose  a firkin  weighs  twelve  pounds  when  it  is  made,  what  will  the  cooper 
brand  it? — I understand  he  will  brand  it  fourteen  pounds.  Some  of  the  firkins  are  very 
much  in  excess,  which  is  one  reason  why  the  buyers  do  not  pay  for  over  seventy  pounds. 
I have  myself  sent  white  firkins  to  the  market,  and  have  been  paid  for  every  pound. 

9160.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  firkins  tared  and  branded  by  a responsible 
officer  ? — I would. 
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9161  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  butter  inspected  and  weighed  in  the  public  DOWNPATRICK, 
market  before  sale,  and  sold  there'?— Most  certainly.  1 have  been  informed  by  the  butter  nth  January,  1833. 
buyers  themselves,  that  they  would  pay  a small  sum  upon  each  firkm  towards  the  expense 

g 1 62  Does  the  buyer  make  any  charge  for  cooperage  ? — Not  here ; they  used  to  charge 
10(7.,  under  the  plea  that  they  should  follow  the  Belfast  buyers,  until  two  or  three  others 
and  I exerted  ourselves,  and  got  them  to  strike  it  off. 

9163  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a general  market  for  all  agricultural  produce  ?— 

I consider  that  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  community  at  large,  both  buyer  and  seller 
I believe  the  prices  of  corn  have  advanced  in  this  market,  as  compared  with  the  prices  of 
previous  years,  since  the  market  was  established  here.  When  the  barley  was  6.s.  in  Belfast, 
we  were  not  within  6(7.  of  that  price,  but  now  we  are  within  1 d.  or  2d. 

9164  You  would  only  have  the  charge  made  just  sufficient  to  support  the  market? — 

Just  sufficient  and  not  more ; it  would  be  injurious  to  allow  it  to  form  any  source  of  revenue, 
except  alone  for  the  market  purposes.  . , ..  ,, 

9165.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  oyer  the 
country  ?— Yes ; having  one  uniform  standard  over  the  whole  country;  and  I conceive  112 
pounds  to  the  hundred-weight  would  be  the  most  advantageous  system. 

9166  Would  you  bo  in  favour  of  weighing  all  agricultural  produce  standing  beam,  to  the 
pound,  and  abolishing  all  deductions,  paying  the  farmer  for  every  pound  he  has?— I think 
it  would  be  advantageous  to  all  dealers,  and  would  prevent  frauds. 

9167.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  market  commence  and  close  at  a certain 
hour  ?— I think  it  would  be  an  advantage.  I have  heard  merchants  say,  that  if  that  were 
the  case  they  would  make  it  a point  to  be  up  to  time ; and  it  would  be  attended  with  con- 
siderable advantage,  as  increased  competition  would  be  produced  by  it. 

9168.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  would  object  to  pay  a small  toll  to  support  such  a 
market? — I have  conversed  with  many  upon  the  subject,  and  the  prevailing  opinion 
decidedly  was  in  favour  of  a public  market ; and  they  stated  that  they  have  derived  much 
benefit  from  the  market  here,  even  in  its  present  imperfect  state.  It  must,  however,  be 
made  compulsory.  With  regard  to  the  charge  upon  entering  the  fair-green  I think  it  ot 
the  utmost  importance  that  the  charge  should  be  little  more  than  nominal.  Suppose  there 
were  four  acres  taken,  at  £3, the  Irish  acre,  enclosed  with  a wall;  when  the  cattle  here 
amount  from  500  to  1,000  in  a day,  and  the  fairs  are  held  monthly,  a very  small  charge 
would  suffice.  1 well  recollect,  that  before  the  present  proprietor  so  liberally  and  kindly 
renewed  the  fairs,  they  were  a source  of  great  annoyance,  and  frequent  quarrels  took  place 
between  the  toll-gatherers  and  the  sellers,  and  not  unfrequently  a book  was  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  people  who  had  sold,  to  swear  them. 

9169  Would  it  not  be  more  desirable  to  make  the  charge  on  every  thing  going  m?— 

Most  decidedly ; it  would  put  a stop  to  the  arguing  and  disputes  about  whether  animals 
were  sold  or  not  I do  not  think  there  could  be  a better  instance  found  of  the  advantage 
of  a public  market  than  this  very  place.  The  town  has  improved  considerably,  and  the 
market  lias  been  very  much  better  supplied.  Before  the  market  was  established  I have  known 
farmers  hawking  their  corn  about  the  town,  and  being  obliged  to  go  home  m the  evening 
without  having  sold;  and  I believe  there  is  now  no  instance  upon  a market-day  here  ol 
every  commodity  not  being  sold,  to  the  last  pig.  Our  meetings  of  the  Market  Jury  are 
generally  held  weekly,  and  I receive  a return  of  the  wheat  and  barley  for  the  entire  town  ; 
and  I have  been  endeavouring  to  the  utmost  to  induce  the  farmers  to  attend  the  market  ; 
and  I was  obliged  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  seneschal  to  infractions  of  the  market  rules, 
by  persons  buying  grain,  fowl,  and  eggs,  at  the  other  end  of  the  town  and  we  have  done 
our  utmost  to  have  a stop  put  to  it ; I think  nothing  short  of  a legislative  measure  will 
absolutely  put  an  end  to  it.  , 

9170  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  that  in  a general  market  we  could  obtain  the  true 
statistics  of  the  market  ?-It  would  be  most  valuable.  The  Census  Commissioners  have 
furnished  us  with  some  information ; but  that  taken  in  a public  market  would  be  far-more 
correct  and  more  satisfactory.  It  would  guide  the  farmer  as  to  what  description  of  gram 

hC9&17°]UlCIsS there  any  of  the  muslin  embroidery  trade  here?— Yes,  there  are  several  agents 
here  and  they  employ  a great  number  in  this  town  and  the  surrounding  country. 

9172  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  complaints  regarding  them  ?— -1  have  been  present 
upon  petty  sessions  court  days,  when  those  persons  were  frequently  prosecuted  by  the 
agents  for  doing  injury  to  the  work,  and  for  abstraction.  . . , 

9173.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  against  the  agents? — There  are  complaints  here, 

but  not  to  the  same  extent  as  in  other  places,  partly  because  there  are  respectable  agents, 
and  the  petty  sessions  courts  have  referred  the  matter  to  arbitration,  which  have  often 
been  given  against  the  agents.  . , ■ 

9174.  Whom  have  they  appointed  arbitrators? — Frequently  two  disinterested  parties  m 
the  court  The  Head-Constable  states  here  that  there  is  a great  deal  of  complaint,  winch 
is  very  much  to  be  regretted,  for  there  is\a  great  deal  of  employment  given  in  that  way. 

Alexander  M‘  Call  examined.  . 

9175.  Do  you  reside  in  Downpatrick? — I do. 

9176.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a cooper. 

9177.  Do  you  brand  the  firkins  yourself? — I do. 

9178.  Do  you  always  weigh  them?— I do  hot. 


632. 

Alexander  M‘C&U. 
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9179.  Do  you  brand  them  without  weighing? I do 

How  do  you  know  the  weight  ?— I take  it  by  guess 
l !?!•  ™a‘  “ tho  general  weight  ?-I  think  twelve  pounds. 

“•  for  soaiage  gen°ra!ly  bnmd  ?o»ods.  I allow  two  pounds 

9183.  Do  you  always  .allow  two  pounds? I do. 

»}«•  5"'e,/0u  erf.  beard  of  ™ branding  the  firkins?— I have 

thera^a  w£tedUps.  Charge  f0r  * * *•  «•  We  tnake  some  of 

eyer  bjow  firkins  to  weigh  thirteen  pounds  ? — I did. 

q,r  3J0U}J  bra"d  sfh  firklns  fourteen  pounds  ?_r  would, 
ofo?'  Ti°UlC  th,®T  ,10^  soak  UP  t0  fifteen  and  a-half  pounds?— They  mi<dit 
9192  Is  thSdh  *?•“  W0,;U  l0Se  °"e  antl  a-ha,f  pounds  ? — He  would.  ' 

9199  n„  vo  tb®P,aotl°o  Tw,th  other  ooopers  ?-They  make  them  as  weighty  as  they  can 

j Mr.  Samuel  Seed  examined. 

9194.  Where  do  you  reside?— Near  Strangford. 

oior'  tx°  y0U  fai,'!n.  la,!d  ?—I  do>  about  thirty-eight  acres,  Irish. 

o oS‘  mJ°!  SCU  in  the  market  bere  ? — No,  I sell  at  the  private  stores. 

whom  I sou7  Hheweve  n m“I'ket.?-1  Sf  11  very  good  price  from  tho  buyer  to 

m oo1  t ireie  not  there  perhaps  I would  go  to  the  market.  3 

9198.  As  a general  rule,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  proper  public  markets  with 
sworn  weighmasters  and  inspectors  ? — I would  b 1 1 1 etSj  Wlth 

I would  nAota  Wr'  y°“  lv01lld  n0‘  oiiM  t0  pay  a small  toll  to  support  such  a market  ?- 

count”>-Iwou7i  bC  “ &y0m  °f  “ aSsimaa*;°n  “heights  and  measures  all  over  the 

would!"  And  W°iSMnS  StlIUjing  beam'  *°  ‘be  Pomd.  and  abolishing  all  deductions  ?_1 

It  Wound'S  me  t^Ln  t™*S°  7°"  *°  ^ " y°“  «»  » ***  state  ?- 

have2  Wa:f° tCebTt  1^“  C°"mi“ed  **  ^ ^ 

I Sit  wS  rhbe«inr.faT0"  °f  ba™g  th°  &irB  beld  “ Pearly  enclosed  fair-greens  ?_ 

.5!jo5S£ VJ? LaallBmaU  Ctage  ftr  ° fab-«reeu  ?-I 

kSySS*  be  in  faV0Ur  of  tbe  markct  commencing  and  closing  at  a certain 

Z’sr at  the  1,cad  o,‘ho 

^bings^bu^th  ey  hav^  never  como°to°iny  own  ifuovvledgtf8  WCre 
9209.  Is  there  a live  pig  market  here  ? — There  is  ° 

themup  tfi”*  0a  “d  ‘h“  ‘ba°™S 

John  Maxwell,  esq.,  examined. 

9211.  Are  you  a magistrate  for  the  county  ? — I am. 

9212.  Do  you  reside  near  the  town  ? — I do. 

?»!?•  w.  7ra  genlraIJl  Soncur  in  tlw  evidence  of  the  previous  witnesses  ?— Perfectly 
b !'!■  4V°uld  y°u  be  in  favour  of  a general  public  market?— Certainly.  ' 

ooie  v mak,V‘  compulsory  to  buy  and  sell  there?— Most  decidedly, 
go  thlra  t-lijm ^means  “ “ infli"£emC"‘  ”P»n  the  liberty  of  trade  to  be  obliged  to 

0?!n  w°Ura  y°U  °c,e't  *.°  Pa-T  a smaI1  'barge  to  support  such  a market  ? — I would  not 
country  ?M  Vo?  Zm  b?  “ °f  an  f 1 “ilati»»  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 

not,  “nl.v  m this  country,  but  over  the  entire  kingdom. 

pounds  Wiat  Wmlld  7°U  tbmk  th°  best  uniform  system  ? — I should  think  by  the  112 

cer2yT°“  W°Uld  at0liSh  alt°sotIier  the  old  B?stom  of  weighing  by  barrels f— Most 

nll9de!w°“14  y0U  hiein  favour  of  woi£b™S  standing  beam,  to  tho  pound,  and  abolishing 
form  d f 1 eXCGpt  tb.e  actual  welgllt  of  tho  empty  sack  or  firkin  ?— Exactly  and  nay  tiro 

^Srd  °f  biS  I>r0dUC&  That  "°',U  bG  lbc  system^ between  the 
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9222.  Would  you  approve  of  having  the  market  open  and  close  at  certain  hours  ? I 

would  be  decidedly  in  favour  of  it. 

9223.  Would  it  not  be  a great  advantage  to  obtain  the  proper  statistics  of  the  country  ? 

Certainly;  and  I know  no  better  means  of  accomplishing  that  object  than  by  having  a com- 
pulsory market. 

9224.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  fairs  removed  to  properly-enclosed  and  well- 
drained  fair-greens  ? — Yes,  certainly.  Nothing  is  so  inconvenient  to  the  public  as  allowing 
the  streets  to  be  thronged  by  holding  fairs  in  them. 

9225.  You  would  not  allow  proprietors  to  levy  tolls  for  spoiling  the  Queen’s  highway? 
- Certainly  not.  One  suggestion  I have  heard,  as  to  the  propriety  of  having  an  arbitrator 
in  the  market,  is  very  valuable  indeed ; and  I think  one  arbitrator  would  answer  the  purpose 
of  the  whole  market. 

922(3.  You  would  have  some  third  party,  in  whom  all  persons  would  repose  confidence, 
to  settle  disputes? — Certainly.  I would  allow  an  appeal  to  the  magistrates;  but  certainly 
the  appeal  ought  not  to  go  beyond  the  first  court. 

9227-  Is  not  the  power  of  the  magistrate  very  restricted,  by  being  limited  to  the  amount 
■of  £5  ? — Very  much. 

9228.  Would  it  not  be  an  improvement,  instead  of  having  £5,  the  value  of  the  article, 
to  have  it  the  value  of  the  fraud  ? — It  would  be  a great  improvement  to  have  it  the  amount 
of  the  fraud  attempted. 

9229.  Would  you  object  to  pay  a small  charge  for  a good  standing,  in  an  enclosed  fair- 
green? — By  no  means. 

9230.  Do  you  think  the  farmers,  generally,  would  ? — I do  not  think  they  W'ould.  I 
think  the  convenience  and  advantage  they  would  derive  from  it  would  gratify  them  very 
much. 

9231.  Do  you  think  the  townspeople,  generally,  would  object  to  have  the  fairs  removed 
from  the  streets? — I think  not.  It  is  a great  inconvenience  to  the  townspeople  to  have 
their  doors  blocked  up.  Perhaps  the  public  cars  might  suffer  a little,  but  I think  that  would 
be  a great  public  advantage. 

John  Lowry  examined. 

9232.  Do  you  reside  in  Downpatrick? — I do.  I am  agent  for  a Glasgow  and  Belfast 
house,  and  I employ  a great  number  of  sewed  muslin  embroiderers. 

9233.  How  many  women  and  girls  do  you  employ  in  this  town? — In  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood  about  1,000. 

li-,9234.  What  amount  of  money  do  you  expend  in  the  week  ? — In  this  town  and  neighbour- 
hood alone,  about  £200. 

9235.  Do  you  employ  any  persons-in  Rathfriland? — No;  but  I think  the  house  does. 

9236.  Have  you  ever  to  cut  the  prices  of  the  persons  you  employ  ? — Yes,  very  often. 
The  sewed  muslin  trade  is  divided  into  four  classes : a lady’s  collar  of  the  first  class  would 
be  worth  4s.  for  sewing ; now,  in  the  second  class,  the  work  is  not  worth  more  than  2s.  6d. 
to  the  house  ; and  in  the  third  class,  it  is  not  worth  more  than  Is. ; and  what  causes  the 
great  reductions  is,  that  some  girls  take  into  their  hands  first-class  work,  while  they  are 
not  fit  to  sew  any  but  third  class-work.  Sometimes,  when  persons  are  needy,  a girl  will 
begin  to  sew  articles  before  she  is  properly  qualified,  and  spoil  them.  I have  seen  articles, 
consequently,  sold  in  London  at  prices  fifty  per  cent,  below  what  was  paid  for  sewing  them. 

9237.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  agents  deducting  a great  deal  which  they  never  returned 
to  their  employers? — It  may  be  the  case.  I have  heard  complaints;  but  from  my  own 
knowledge,  having  been  here  sixteen  or  seventeen  years,  I do  not  believe  that  any  respectable 
agent  would  do  any  thing  of  the  kind.  The  fault  is,  that  no  matter  who  the  agent,  no 
matter  how  bad  his  character,  persons  will  go  to  him  if  he  promises  Id-  more  than  others. 

I have  known  agents,  upon  one  parcel,  losing  £6  upon  £20  worth  of  goods.  The  company 
will  not  allow  the  prices  he  has  to  pay  the  sewers,  and  the  agent  must  pay  it  himself.  I 
think  for  the  last  sixteen  years,  I have  not  heard  of  two  complaints  against  me  by  the 
sewers.  I remember  a case  before  the  bench,  between  an  agent  and  a sewer,  where  the 
sewer  was  to  got  12s.  for  a robe,  and  it  was  referred  to  me,  and  I valued  the  robe  at  10s. 
Another  arbiter  was  taken  who  valued  it  at  Is.  under  me.  These  articles  are  very  expensive, 
and  no  person  will  buy  them  except  a lady  who  can  afford  to  pay  a high  price,  and  who 
will  not  take  coarse  work  at  all. 

9238.  What  will  a first-rate  workwoman,  employed  by  you,  receive? — I have  known  a 
family  of  four  girls  earning  28s.  a week. 

9239.  Was  that  first-class  work  ? — It  was. 

9240.  What  is  the  average  ? — The  coarse  sewer  will  not  earn  more  than  3s.  or  4s.  a week; 
a second-class  sewer  will  earn  5s.  a week  at  present.  The  custom  I adopt  is : if  a worker 
brings  a piece,  and  objects  to  what  I say  it  is  worth,  I put  it  into  her  hands,  and  say,  take 
it  to  any  person  who  is  competent  to  judge,  and  if  you  bring  me  a line  from  him  saying  that 
it  is  worth  more,  I will  pay  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Carson  examined. 

9241.  Do  you  reside  in  Downpatrick? — I do. 

9242.  You  are  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  this  district  ? — I am. 

9243.  lias  any  alteration  been  lately  made  in  your  appointment  ? — No  ; except  that  when 
I was  first  appointed  I received  fees,  and  now  I receive  a stated  salary. 

9244.  Do  the  constabulary  perform  the  duties  here  ? — They  do  not. 

92 15.  Have  you  discovered  many  frauds? — A great  many. 


DOWNPATRICK, 
llt/i  January,  1853. 

63A 

John  Maxwell,  esq. 


635. 

John  Lowry. 


636. 

f.  Joseph  Carson. 
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FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


DOWNPATRICK, 
lltft  January,  1853. 

636. 

Mr.  Joseph  Carson. 


Rules  & Regulations. 


9246.  Have  you  had  many  prosecutions? — Yes,  a great  many. 

9247-  Among  what  class  of  persons? — Generally  among  the  huxter  class. 

924S.  Not  among  the  respectable  merchants? — Very  few. 

9249.  Are  you  also  a farmer  ? — I am. 

9250.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinions  which  we  have  heard  here  ? — I do  fully. 

9251.  Would  you  approve  of  a general  market  ? — 1 would. 

9252.  Would  you  make  it  compulsory  to  sell  and  weigh  there  ? — Most  certainly. 

9253.  Would  you  object  to  pay  a small  charge  for  supporting  such  a market? — I would 
not ; only  iu  respect  to  Downpatrick  we  have  a very  good  fair-green  free. 


Borough  and  Market-town  of  Downpatrick. 

Tolls  and  Customs  leviable  by  Law  (exclusive  of  the  usual  charges  for  weighing,  and  for  beams, 
scales,  and  measures),  all  payable  to  David  Stewart  Keii,  esq.,  Lord  of  the  Manor  : — 


On  Market 
and  other 
Week-days. 


For  a carcass  of  beef, 

„ hog  or  swine, 

„ mutton  or  veal,  . 

„ lamb, 

„ hide,  cake  of  tallow,  or 
cask  of  butter,  a load  of 
cheese,  soap,  oysters,  or 
fish  of  any  kind,  a load 
of  lemons,  a sack  of  pota- 
toes, or  a load  of  any 
kind  of  timber,  each,  . 
„ wheel  car, 

„ slide  car, 

„ stall,  covered, 

„ standing  or  lying  stall,  . 
„ -creel  or  basket  of  bread,  . 


Fair-  days. 

d. 


1 

0* 


1 


Week-days. 

d. 


Forashoemaker’s,broguemaker’s, 

or  leather-cutter’s  stall,  l 
„ web  of  woollen  cloth,  . 1 
„ „ drugget,  . 0* 

„ hatter’s  stall,  a pack  of 
wool,  sack  of  apples  or 
nuts,  hamper  of  goose- 
berries, or  any  other 
fruit,  a load  of  earthen 
or  wooden  ware,  each, . 1 
For  one  sack  of  meal,  seeds, 
peas,  or  the  like,  one 
Winchester  quart  of  the 
same,  . . 1 

For  every  cow,  ox,  bull,  horse, 

mare,  &c.,  . . — 

„ sum  or  eight  sheep,  — 
The  above  are  not  now  levied. 


Charges  which  only  are  noiv  to  he  levied. 


For  each  stall  or  standing-place  for  the  sale 
of  any  commodity,  except  potatoes, 


For  each  stall  or  standing-place  for  potatoes, 
where  a car  or  cart  load  is  exposed  for  sale, 
Where  only  one  or  more  sacks  orbags,  for  each, 
§3?  These  charges,  as  to  potatoes,  include  the  use  of  beam,  buckets,  and  weights,  in  the 
market,  supplied  by  the  clerk  of  the  market  or  his  officer. 


d. 

3 

1 

retail 


Charges  at  each  of  the  public. < 


For  each  firkin,  half  firkin,  or  crock  of 
butter,  and  for  each  carcass  of  pork, 

For  each  draught  of  grain,  meal,  flour,  or 


any  other  commodity  or  article,  if  under 
three  hundred-weight,  . 

If  over  three  hundred-weight, 


Charges  at  the  public  weighbridge. 


For  each  empty  car  or  cart. 


1 


[ For  each  other  draught, 
Charles  M'Creedy, 
Alexander  M‘Nea,  Jun., 
John  Cochran, 

Robert  Cross, 

Hugh  Gray, 


)-  Collectors. 


Downpatrick,  12th  Oct.,  1852. 


Hugh  Wallace,  Seneschal, 
and  Cleric  of  the  Market. 


Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Borough  and  Market-town  of  Downpatrick. 
Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Markets  and  Streets  in  the  said  Town  and  Borough,  all 
which  must  be  henceforward  strictly  observed,  under  the  penalties  set  forth  in  e 
Statute,  14th  and  15th  Victoria,  Cap.  92,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract,  viz. 

“ Any  person  who  shall  offend  against  any  o(  the  said  regulations,  by  exhibiting  goods 
“ or  wares  in  any  such  market  in  any  place  other  than  that  appointed  for  the  sale  o 
“ game,  or  by  refusing  to  remove  the  same  when  required  so  to  do,  or  by  obstructing  tne 
“ passages  or  thoroughfares  in  and  through  such  market,  or  by  placing  or  leaving  any  nnpe- 
“ diment  of  any  kind  therein,  or  by  leaving  or  causing  to  be  left  any  dirt  or  nuisance  of  any 
“ kind  therein,  or  shall  commit  any  indecency  in  said  market  or  in  the  passages  thereto, 
“ shall  be  liable  to  a fine,  for  a first  offence,  not  exceeding  five  shillings,  and  tor  a second 
“ offence,  not  exceeding  ten  shillings.” 
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GENERAL  RULES. 

That  no  article  shall  he  brought  into  any  of  the  markets,  or  be  offered  for  sale  or  sold 
in  any  market  or  place,  or  at  any  time  or  times,  other  than  such  markets  and  places,  time 
and  times,  as  are  hereinafter  appointed,  or  such  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  appointed 
and  publicly  notified,  as  appropriated  for  the  purpose  by  the  Seneschal  or  Clerk  of  the 
Market,  and  the  Courtleet  Jury,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Town  Commissioners,  elected 
under  the  Statute  9th  George  IV.,  cap.  82. 

1.  That  no  person  shall,  within  the  said  borough  or  market-town,  cause  any  cart,  dray, 
waggon,  or  other  such  carriage,  or  any  public  or  hackney  car  or  carnage,  either  with  or 
without  any  horse  or  other  animal,  yoked  or  harnessed  therein,  to  stand  or  remain  in  any 
street  or  public  road  longer  than  may  be  reasonable  or  necessary  for  loading  or  unloading, 
or  for  taking  up  or  setting  down  passengers  or  goods. 

2.  That  no  person  shall  bring  into,  or  erect  or  put  in  any  market  or  street,  any  stall  or 
standing,  or  any  cart,  handcart,  wheelbarrow,  table,  bench,  stool,  chair,  basket,  or  other 
thing  of  the  like  description,  with  or  for  the  purpose  of  goods  or  articles,  exposed  or 
intended  to  be  exposed  for  sale,  except  by  the  permission,  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Market,  or  the  Marshal,  Constable,  or  other  officer  appointed  by  him ; and  in 
such  manner  and  place,  and  to  such  extent,  and  during  such  time,  as  shall  be  directed  for 
each  person. 

3.  That  no  person  shall  obstruct  the  passages  or  thoroughfares  in  or  through  any  of  the 
markets  or  streets,  by  refusing  (when  thereto  required  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Market,  or  his 
officer)  to  remove  any  goods,  wares,  or  things  brought  for  sale  or  sold,  or  any  stall,  standing, 
or  other  thing  used  or  placed  to  be  used  for  goods  or  articles  intended  for  sale,  or  by 
placing  or  leaving  in  any  of  the  said  markets  or  streets,  or  passages  thereto,  any  dirt, 
nuisance  or  other  impediment. 

4.  That  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  articles  and  things  sold  by  weight  in  any  of 
the  said  markets,  shall  be  weighed  only  at  and  by  the  public  cranes,  weigh-bridges,  beams, 
scales,  and  weights,  provided  and  appropriated  for  the  purpose  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Market 
or  his  officer. 

5.  That  all  persons  bringing  goods,  articles  or  things  to  market  for  sale,  or  using  or 
taking  any  standing  or  place  in  any  of  the  markets  or  streets  for  the  purpose  of  exposing 
to  sale,  or  using  any  of  the  public  cranes,  weigh-bridges,  beams,  scales,  or  weights,  shall 
pay  to  the  officer  appointed  for  the  receipt  of  the  same,  the  customary  charges  fixed  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  Market,  and  publicly  notified. 

6.  Forestalling — No  person  resorting  to  any  market  as  a buyer  shall,  within  the  borough 
of  Down,  buy  from  any  person  on  his  way  to  any  of  the  markets  or  market-places,  nor  stop 
any  such  person  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  or  offering  to  purchase  from  him  any  mar- 
ketable commodity. 

Places  for  Markets,  and  Times  of  Opening  and  Closing  same. 

Grain,  Sfc The  market  for  the  sale  of  wheat,  barley,  here,  oats,  rye,  dry  beans,  peas, 

and  vetches,  is  to  be  held  in  and  adjoining  to  the  new  market-house,  on  the  fair-ground, 
on  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays,  opening  at  ten  o’clock,  a.m.,  and  closing  at  one  o’clock,  p.m. 

Meal,  Sec. — The  market  for  the  sale  of  all  kinds  of  meal,  oaten  seeds,  groats,  and  oat 
chaff',  is  to  be  held  at  and  about  the  crane,  in  Irish -street,  on  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays, 
opening  at  eleven  o’clock,  a.m.,  and  closing  at  two  o'clock,  p.m.  The  retail  market  for  meal 
is  to  be  held  in  the  old  market-house,  in  Irish-street,  on  the  same  days,  commencing  at 
noon,  and  closing  at  six  o’clock,  p.m. 

Pork  and  Butter. — The  market  for  the  sale  of  pork,  and  also  of  butter  in  firkins,  crocks, 
butts,  boxes,  barrels,  and  lumps,  is  to  be  held  on  the  market-house  side  of  the  fair-ground, 
on  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays,  opening,  for  pork,  at  eight  o’clock,  a.m.,  and  for  butter,  at 
eleven  o’clock,  a.m.,  and,  as  to  both  pork  and  butter,  closing  at  one  o’clock,  p.m. 

Fish,  Flesh  Meat,  Hides,  Sfc. — The  market  for  the  sale  of  fish  of  all  kinds,  and  also  of 
flesh  meat,  and  of  green  or  salted  hides,  and  cakes  or  other  packages  or  parcels  of  tallow, 
lard,  or  fat,  is  to  be  held  in  the  shamble  buildings,  or  on  stalls  in  the  open  ground  between, 
those  buildings  and  the  opposite  houses  in  Jobn's-lane,  on  every  day  except  Sunday,  com- 
mencing at  eight  o’clock,  a.m.,  and  closing  at  nine  o’clock,  p.m. 

Eggs,  Poultry,  and  Print  Butter The  market  for  eggs,  poultry  of  all  kinds,  and  for 

butter  in  prints,  is  to  be  held  on  the  fair-ground  immediately  adjoining  to  Mr.  Crosskery’s 
wall,  or  on  the  fair-ground  directly  opposite,  on  every  Tuesday  and  Saturday,  opening  at 
eight  o’clock,  a.m.,  and  closing  at  four  o’clock,  p.m. 

Vegetables,  fyc..  for  family  use. — The  market  for  vegetables  and  roots  (except  potatoes) 
for  family  use,  is  to  be  held  in  Church-lane,  from  and  along  opposite  to  Dr.  Caldwell’s 
house  up  to  the  church-yard  gate,  on  every  day  (except  Sunday),  commencing  at  eight 
o’clock,  a.m.,  and  closing  at  six  o’clock,  p.m. 

Linen,  Flax,  The  market  for  the  sale  of  green  linen  in  webs,  flax,  tow,  and  wool,  is 

to  be  held  in  the  old  market-house,  in  Irish-street,  on  Saturdays,  opening  at  nine  o’clock, 
a.m.,  and  closing  at  two  o’clock,  p.m. 

Hay,  Strain,  Grass,  fyc. — The  market  for  the  sale  of  hay,  straw,  grass,  clover,  vetches, 
turnips,  carrots,  cabbage,  beet,  mangel  wurzol,  flax  seed  bolls,  and  all  kinds  of  feeding  for 
cattle  ; cabbage  plants,  quicks,  shrubs,  and  young  trees ; also,  of  bog-wood  and  turf,  is  to 
be  held  on  the  market-house  side  of  the  fair-ground,  on  every  day  (save  Sunday),  opening 
at  six  o’clock,  a.m.,  and  closing  at  six  o’clock,  p.m. 


DOWNPATRICK, 
11  lh  January,  1853. 

Rules  & Regulations. 
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FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


DOWNPATRICK, 
llth; January,  1853. 


Horses,  Cattle,  Pigs  Src.— The  market  for  the  sale  of  Lorres,  mares,  geldings  fillies 
foals,  mules,  asses,  and  jennets,  is  to  be  held  on  the  fair-ground  between  the  mallet  house 
and  gas-works  ; and  the  market  for  the  sale  of  black  cattle  and  calves  is  to  be  held  on  the 
fa  r-ground  between  Mr.  Crosskery’s  wall  and  the  market-house  ; and  the  market  for  the 
sale  of  sheep,  goats,  and  pigs,  is  to  be  held  on  the  cathedral  side  of  the  fair-ground  —all 
on  Saturdays,  opening  at  eight  o’clock,  a.m„  and  closing  at  six  o’clock,  km. 

Stalls,  Stands,  and  Standing-places— The  market  for  the  sale  of  tin-ware  hardware 
babe1  d”1! eai  thh  are ; baskots  alld  ro* ; cooper’s,  turner’s,  and  other  wood  or  timber  work ■ 

haberdashery,  hosiery,  green  and  bleached  linen;  sacking,  flannel,  and  woollens  ZtV 
shoos,  brogues,  and  dried  leather ; old  and  now  wearing  apparel ; and  also  of  apples’  pears’ 
and  Other  fruits  is  to  be  held  in  stalls  or  standing-places,  in  Irish-streot,  Scotch-street  and 
the  fair-ground,  on  every  day  (save  Sunday),  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  directed  or 
permitted  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Market,  or  his  officer,  and  not  elsewhere  or  otherwise 
Downpatrick,  11  th  September,  1852.  otncrnise. 

Hugh  Wallace, 

Seneschal  and  Cleric  of  the  Market. 

James  Cleland, 

Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners ■ 


BALLINAHINCH. 
l'2th  January,  1803. 

63L 

W.  R.  Anketell,  esq. 


Ballinahinch,  January  12,  1853. 

William  Robert  Anketell,  esq.,  examined. 

9254.  You  reside  in  Ballinahinch  ? — I do. 

!q‘  9255.  Are  you  a magistrate  for  the  county  ? I am. 

9256.  And  agent  to  Mr.  Kerr  ? — Yes. 

9157’  Ca"  y°*  Siv?  Y,S-any  inforniation  respecting  the  authority  or  patent  under  which 
the  fams  and  markets  m this  town  are  held  ?— Under  a patent,  dated  the  20th  day  of  March 

in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second  ' ’ 

9258;  To  whom  was  it  granted  ?— To  Sir  George  Hawdon.  There  was  a previous  patent 
which  it  recites  and  confirms,  granting  a weekly  market  upon  every  Thursday  - and  two 
fairs  in  the  year,  upon  the  1st  of  February,  and  29th  of  Ane,  old  style;  eaS  fahto  bo 
held  for  three  days,  with  courts  of  piepoudre,  and  all  the  usual  customs,  profits  cmolu- 
oo™  wii  P?rfi!”sites’  freedoms,  privileges,  and  jurisdictions  whatsoever.  1 

markets  ?-Mr  Darid  Sa”.? Kef  ^ “al  P“‘C,ltCe’  pr°I>riot°r  of  tho  **"  a"d 

mar,ketS  sti11  keld  "pon  the  days  mentioned  in  the  patent  ?— They  arc 
,ro9fn  I'  ,Jlha*  fa”'s  haVe  y°“  have  a fair  once  a month.  The  old  fairs  arc  given 

up>  and  *£?  nT  fairs  are  held  upon  the  third  Thursday  of  every  month.  S 

r tJ1Gre  a1paf'!t  obtaiaed  for  holding  these  monthly' fairs  ?— I think  not.  There 
weie  ten  fairs  formerly,  but  now  they  are  made  monthly. 

9263.  Established  by  general  consent  ? — Yes. 

54'  Are  tolls  paid  at  either  the  fairs  or  markets  now?— There  are  not 
lire  when  WCre  they  abandoned  ?- About  eighteen  or  twenty  years  ago. 

, *?S  m T+TqUencc  of  opposition  ?-lt  was  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of 

gm-  Dthem  ’ and  t,iere  was  g^t  noting  about  the  collection. 

926 1 . By  whom  were  they  abandoned  ?— By  the  late  Mr.  Kerr. 

9268.  What  market  accommodation  have  you  in  the  townf—There  is  an  enclosed 
marketplace  for  corn,  with  a crane  and  market-house;  the  market-place  is  about  half  an 
TW  ■ t,ent  rhf  l “ a Sax  marke‘.  or  enclosed  market-place,  witli  sheds,  for  weighing 
“2“*  a market-house,  with  beams  and  scales,  for  the  sale  of  butter  in  firkins  S 
beir^f  fully  enclosed  ^-green  ?-There  is  a fair-green,  partly  enclosed,  which  is 

OsSe,  aSdJetbrMfKer1  aPP°in‘ed  *» tle  ?~Y“'  a ”>■* 

IIH  P°f  *“  superintend  all  the  weighing  ?— He  is  in  the  grain  market  chiefiy. 
weigh  6 6 m Charge  °f  *•  *“  market  ?“Hc  is  i ta‘ tho  and  sellers  themselves 
9274.  Is  he  the  only  weigh  master  ? — He  is. 

‘J®,  Prill?l,al  ar‘?cles.0f  agricnltural  produce  sold  here?-Oats  and 
“ax,  firkin  and  lump  butter,  live  pigs,  eggs,  and  fowl. 

qov-'  are  tlie  c°°s  and  fowl  sold  In  the  streets. 

nronriL™?!™  T m 1,6  “ &V°Ur  °f  ba™S  P',bIic  ”“*<*>  a11  over  *e  country,  obliging 
m-K  b 1 T ° f r0fer  ^ccmmodation,  sworn  weighn, asters,  and  efficient  staffs ; and 
making  it  compulsory  to  buy  and  sell  there  ? — I would  rather  have  such  markets  There 

ve^r  Sanf  twf or'tS  I?*  “ Downpafick  from  the  want  of  a proper  market,  until  the  last 
y6oo— o v ° t ce  Persons  C0llld  arrange  the  market  as  they  liked 

4ec^rSarno«ng^ln0tU”S  ‘h“  “kpOTt  “*•<■ 

eoimt™  ld  °f  of  weights  and  measures  oyer  the  whole 

more  dctrimcnttl  t0  tI,c  selIer  ftap  the  i*— 
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9280.  Would  you  think  the  best  system  buying  by  tons,  hundreds-weight,  quarters,  and  B; 
pounds?— Well  I would  approve  of  whatever  uniform  system  was  generally  thought  most  12 
convenient. 

9281.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  standing  beam, 

to  the  pound,  and  abolishing  all  deductions  but  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack  or  W‘ 
firkin  ?— 1 think  so. 

9282.  Would  it  not  he  desirable  to  have  the  market  commence  at  stated  hours  ? It 

would. 

9283.  Would  you  have  the  officer  in  charge  of  such  a market  empowered  to  decide 
disputes  between  buyers  and  sellers? — 1 would,  where  there  was  not  a Market  Jury.  The 
magistrates  have  power  to  decide  such  disputes  under  the  lare  Act,  but  they  are  not 
always  qualified.  I do  not  feel  myself  competent  to  decide  upon  the  quality  of  butter,  or 
whether  corn  is  properly  made  up ; nor  can  any  one  but  a person  in  trade.  I think  it 
would  be  well  to  have  such  questions  left  to  a sworn  inspector,  with  an  appeal,  if  necessary, 
to  the  magistrates.  The  disputes  here  are  very  trifling ; but  even  these  trifling  things  are 
sometimes  very  difficult  to  decide,  and  troublesome. 

9284.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  removing  the  fairs  out  of  the  streets  in  every  instance, 
and  providing  proper  enclosed  fair-greens  ? — Yes,  I think  so. 

9285.  Do  you  think  the  farmers,  generally,  would  object  to  pay  a small  toll  for  such 
fields? — Not  if  it  were  very  small.  1 think  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a provision  of 
the  kind  to  meet  particular  cases ; but  I think,  as  a general  rule,  proprietors  probably 
would  not  levy  the  tolls. 

9286.  In  the  event  of  charges  being  made  at  fairs,  would  it  not  be  well  to  make  a small 
charge  upon  every  thing  going  into  the  field  ? — I think  so.  The  great  cause  of  disputes 
here,  formerly,  was  whether  animals  were  sold  or  not.  In  some  cases  the  animals  might 
not  actually  have  been  sold,  but  taken  a quarter  of  a mile  out  of  town,  with  an  engage- 
ment to  be  sold. 

9257.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  obtain,  in  public  markets,  the  proper  agricultural 
statistics  of  the  country  ? — Certainly ; and  there  could  be  no  difficulty  if  every  thing  were 
sold  in  the  public  market. 

Mr.  John  Osborne  examined. 

9258.  Do  you  reside  here  ? — I do. 

9289.  Are  you  weighmastcr  in  this  market  ? — I am. 

9290.  By  whom  were  you  appointed  ? — By  Mr.  Kerr. 

9291.  When? — Seventeen  years  ago  I was  appointed,  but  I have  been  in  the  market 
forty  years. 

9292.  Were  you  sworn  ? — I was  sworn  at  the  time. 

9293.  What  are  your  charges  for  weighing? — The  regular  charge  is  2d.  a bag  for  oats; 
but  it  is  optional  with  me.  I pay  £21  a year  for  it,  and  I keep  all  I receive.  , 

9294.  Have  you  no  fixed  scale  of  charges  posted  up  in  the  market  ? — Not  this  long 
time. 

9295.  What  do  you  receive  for  weighing  corn  ? — I take  no  less  than  Id.  for  a small  bag. 

I would  weigh  one  hundred- weight,  or  one  and  three-quarters  of  a hundred-weight,  for  that ; 
and  I charge  2d.  on  large  loads,  and  never  more. 

9296.  What  do  you  charge  for  weighing  flax  ? — I get  nothing. 

9297.  What  for  butter? — Two  pence  a firkin,  and  Id.  for  a crock. 

9298.  What  for  potatoes  ? — Two  pence  a load,  and  3d.  on  the  weigh-bridge ; and  the 
same  for  turnips  and  green  crops.  Three  pence  a load  for  hay  and  straw ; and  for  a light 
load,  only  2d. 

9299.  Do  you  let  out  small  weights  for  potatoes  ? — I do,  at  2d.  a load,  and  the  parties 
themselves  weigh. 

9300.  Would  it  not  be  much  better  to  make  out  a regular  scale  of  charges  ? — I would  do 
so  if  I were  encouraged  by  the  Lord  of  the  manor. 

9301.  Do  you  ever  take  payment  in  any  other  way  than  by  money  ? — No;  I never  remem- 
ber doing  so. 

9302.  Is  all  the  corn  weighed  at  your  scales  ? — No ; it  is  weighed  at  different  mills. 
They  come  in  and  sell  it  and  then  take  it  away,  and  weigh  at  the  mills. 

9303.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  ? — Down  weight,  to  the  pound,  and  no  beamage. 

9304.  Do  you  tare  the  empty  sack? — No,  the  parties  do  that  themselves. 

9305.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ? — I do. 

9306.  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — Yes. 

9307.  Do  vou  enter  the  weight? — Yes,  and  sometimes  the  buyer’s  name,  if  the  account 
is  not  going  to  be  settled  at  once. 

9308.  It  a person  lost  his  ticket  could  you  give  him  a copy  ?— Yes  ; seven  years  hence. 

9309.  Could  you  give  an  account  of  all  articles  weighed  at  your  market  for  seven  years 

l)aclc? 1 could,  hut  not  at  present.  In  1851,  there  were  600  tons  of  oats  and  barley 

weighed,  and  there  was  a great  deal  more  sold  ; but  I can  only  tell  what  was  weighed  at 
the  market. 

9310.  Do  the  buyers  deduct  beamage  ? — Not  now. 

9311.  How  do  you  weigh  the  butter  ? — Down  weight,  and  two  pounds  off  each  cask. 

9312.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound? — Yes. 

9313.  Do  you  deduct  the  tare  of  the  firkin  ? — Some  of  the  buyers  strip  it,  but  not  always; 
and,  if  they  do  not,  the  tare  branded  on  it  is  deducted. 
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9314.  Do  you  give  a ticket?— It  is  not  always  required;  the  buyers  enter  it  in  their  book. 

9315.  Do  the  buyers  make  any  charge  for  weighing  or  for  cooperage? — Not  this  long 
time;  but  they  take  off  for  carriage  to  Belfast,  6d. ; it  used  to  be  lOd.  They  pay  the 
coopers  themselves. 

9316.  Is  there  much  lump  butter  sold  here? — A great  deal. 

9317.  Where  is  it  sold? — In  the  different  houses  ; the  parties  inspect  and  weigh  them- 
selves. 

9318.  Do  you  know  any  thing  about  the  flax  selling  ? — A light  stone  is  sometimes  brought 
to  me  to  try  it. 

9319.  What  is  a stone  ? — Sixteen  and  a-quarter  pounds. 

9320.  Where  do  you  weigh  beef  ?— In  the  market-house,  and  small  weights  stand  in  the 
street. 

9321.  What  do  you  charge  for  weighing  butter? — One  penny  a quarter,  4d.  a carcass. 

9322.  Do  you  weigh  pigs?— Yes ; I charge  3d.  for  a pig,  the  charge  used  to  be  Ad. 

9323.  Do  you  weigh  many  pigs? — Not  many. 

9324.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  regarding  the  weighing  in  the  private  stores  ? 
— I have  heard  some  persons  say  that  the  buyers  were  not  well  treated ; and  others,  that 
the  sellers  were  not  well  treated,  but  I could  not  prove  any  thing. 

9325.  How  do  you  weigh  upon  the  weighbridge  ? — Generally  to  the  seven  pounds ; but 
any  thing  that  is  very  valuable,  I weigh  to  the  four  pounds. 

9326.  Do  you  keep  a book? — I do. 

9327.  Does  the  buyer  stop  8 d.  from  the  seller  of  butter  ? — No,  Gd. ; and  he  gives  me  2d. 

9328.  Are  there  many  frauds  in  taring  the  firkins  ? — I have  seen  a good  many  stripped, 
which  were  two  pounds  too  heavy. 

9329.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  in  the  public 
market  ? — I would,  upon  my  own  account. 

9330-  If  all  the  produce  were  to  be  weighed  with  you,  would  you  be  able  to  attend  to  it 
with  one  pair  of  scales  ? — Not  at  all. 

9331.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam,  to  the  pound,  and  abolishing 
all  deductions  ? — I would. 

9332.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  would  object  to  be  obliged  to  go  to  the  public  market? 

Some  would  go  a long  way  for  a penny,  but  others  would  not. 

9333.  Do  you  think  if  there  were  a proper  market,  with  a good  inspector,  all  the  butter 
would  come  in  in  firkins  ? — I cannot  say. 

9334.  Does  your  market  begin  at  a certain  hour  ? — It  does  not ; and  a great  many  buyers 
say  to  me,  that  if  there  were  a certain  hour,  it  would  be  a great  advantage,  and  if  there 
were  a place  to  lay  down  the  sacks  where  they  could  see  them. 

Mr.  John  Wilson  examined. 

9335.  Do  you  reside  in  Ballynahincli  ? — I do. 

9336.  Do  you  buy  corn  in  this  market? — I do. 

9337.  Do  you  weigh  there? — I sometimes  take  it  out  to  the  mill. 

9338.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  produce  weighed  in  the  general  market  by 
sworn  weighmasters  ? — Most  certainly. 

9333.  Is  not  the  principle  of  weighing  in  private  objectionable  ? — There  is  no  fan-  way  of 
buying,  except  in  the  public  market. 

9340.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — I would,  and  let  all  be  bought  by  the  hundred- weight. 

•9341.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam,  and  abolishing  all  deductions? 
— Standing  beam  would  not  be  weight,  the  scale  must  strike  the  ground. 

9342.  But  once  you  pass  standing  beam,  there  is  no  stating  -vYliere  it  will  stop. — Well, 
perhaps  that  is  true. 

9343.  Would  you  have  the  person  at  the  head  of  the  market  empowered  to  decide  dis- 
putes?— I would;  and  let  him  say  whether  grain  was  fair  or  not,  and  make  an  example  of 
any  person  who  committed  fraud,  so  that  he  would  not  do  so  again. 

9344.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  obtain  proper  statistics  of  prices  and  the  amounts 
weighed  ? — Yes,  it  would  be  correct  enough. 

9345.  Would  it  not  be  of  use  to  you  ? — Oh,  not  a bit. 

• 9346.  Would  you  approve  of  having  the  fairs  removed  from  the  streets  to  proper  enclosed 
fair-greens? — No;  in  our  town  there  was  a stir  when  the  fairs  were  there,  and  now  there 
is  not. 

Mr.  John  Rankin  examined. 

9347.  Do  you  reside  here  ?— I do. 

9348.  Do  you  buy  fowl  and  butter  ? — I do. 

9349-  Is  much  fowl  and  eggs  sold  here  ? — A great  deal,  principally  sold  in  the  streets. 

9350.  Would  not  a proper  enclosed  market  with  sheds  be  more  convenient? — Most 
decidedly. 

9351.  Do  you  think  parties  would'  object  to  leave  the  streets? — I cannot  say. 

9352.  Would  you  not  much  rather  have  your  fowl  arranged  in  a proper  market,  than 
huddled  about  the  streets? — Yes,  I think  it  would  be  better. 

9353.  Do  you  buy  much  ? — I have  bought  and  shipped  some  hundreds  of  pounds’  worth 
of  fowl  of  different  kinds  in  the  week. 

‘9354.  Do  persons  here  weigh  the  lump  butter  themselves? — The  buyers  weigh  it  them- 
selves. 
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9355.  Do  they  make  any  deductions ? — One  pound  is  taken  off,  or  on  twenty  pounds, 
generally  only  half  a pound. 

9356.  How  is  it  weighed  ? — If  it  is  a single  lump,  it  is  weighed  to  the  ounce  and  nothing 
deducted. 

9357.  Is  there  any  charge  made  for  weighing  or  for  the  house? — None  whatever  upon 
lumps. 

David  Killer  examined. 

9358.  Do  you  reside  here? — I do. 

9359.  Do  you  know  how  flax  is  sold  here  ? — It  is  made  up  in  bundles,  each  weighing 
sixteen  pounds  ; I cannot  say  whether  there  is  another  quarter  of  a pound. 

9360.  Do  the  buyers  make  any  charge  ? — One  halfpenny  a stone  for  storage,  the  same 
as  in  other  places. 

9361.  When  does  the  market  begin? — At  ten  o’clock. 

9362.  What  quantity  is  usually  sold  ? — There  have  been  900  stones  sold  in  a day,  I 
cannot  give  an  exact  account. 

Mr.  James  M'Naucjhten  examined. 

9363.  Are  you  a farmer  ? — I am. 

9364.  Do  you  sell  in  this  town  ? — No,  I go  to  Belfast  or  Lisburn. 

9365.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  where  everything  should  be  weighed 
and  sold  ? — Certainly. 

9366.  Would  you  object  to  pay  a small  charge  for  it? — Certainly  not,  if  the  accommo- 
dation were  suitable. 

9367.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam  and  abolishing  deductions  ? — I 
would,  decidedly. 

9368.  Would  you  approve  of  having  enclosed  fair-greens  ? — I would  have  no  objection. 

9369.  Would  you  object  to  pay  a small  charge  for  a good  standing? — I would  not. 

9370.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  market  begin  at  a stated  hour? — It  would 
be  much  better  than  having  it  scattered  over  the  whole  day,  and  it  would  give  buyer  and 
seller  fair  play. 

9371.  As  a general  rule,  are  not  public  scales  the  fairest  test? — As  a general  rule,  deci- 
dedly ; but  I have  weighed  at  private  stores,  and  got  fair  play,  and  saw  nothing  improper. 

Mr.  John  Daily  examined, 

9372.  Do  you  generally  concur  in  the  opinions  we  have  heard? — I do. 

9373.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  public  markets  ? — Yes,  very  much  so. 

9374.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  uniform  system  of  weighing? — Certainly;  buy 
everywhere  by  the  hundred-weight.  I think  it  would  be  a great  means  of  facilitating 
business  if  bought  in  bushels,  and  if  they  were  a few  pounds  more  or  less  let  it  be  reduced 
in  proportion.  It  is  done  in  Scotland  : the  farmer  brings  a quantity  of  barley,  and  a ticket 
showing  the  weight  by  the  bushel,  and  if  the  weight  is  light  he  gives  the  buyer  a little  more. 

9375.  Would  you  approve  of  having  penalties  recoverable  in  a summary  way  for  frauds 
upon  the  part  of  buyer  or  seller  ? — I would. 

9376.  And  have  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  market  the  person  to  arbitrate  and  prosecute? 
— It  would  be  a great  advantage.  1 heard  a gentleman  who  did  a great  deal  of  business 
here  say,  that  he  was  obliged  very  often  to  clean  every  pound  of  the  grain  he  got. 

9377.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam,  to  the  pound,  and  abolishing 
all  deduction  but  the  weight  of  the  empty  firkin  or  sack  ? — Exactly. 

9378.  Would  you  approve  of  removing  the  fairs  out  of  the  streets  into  enclosed  fair- 
greens  ? — It  would  be  a great  improvement — it  was  found  so  in  Ballynahinch  since  the  fair- 
green  was  appropriated  to  that  purpose.  The  former  system  was  very  dangerous,  besides 
preventing  the  circulation  of  public  conveyances. 

9379.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  mai-ket  begin  and  close  at  a certain  hour  ?— 
I would.  I would  very  much  approve  of  having  a person  in  every  market  to  arbitrate. 
There  is  great  inconvenience  about  a Market  Jury.  I was  foreman  of  the  Market  Jury 
here,  and  we  found  it  very  inconvenient  to  leave  our  own  business,  and  persons  had  to  be 
sent  from  one  to  another  of  us.  Then,  when  we  did  arbitrate,  the  people  who  were  our 
own  townsmen,  often  felt  piqued,  and  we  could  not  get  a jury  afterwards.  I have  heard 
a question  asked  about  butter  coming  in  in  firkins.  1 think  people  do  not  put  it  into  firkins, 
because  buyers  prefer  it  in  lumps  ; and  in  England  persons  often  object  to  the  firkin  butter, 
and  will  not  buy  unless  they  can  get  lump  butter. 

Mr.  Robert  Thompson  examined. 

9380.  Can  you  state  what  quantity  of  corn  is  sold  here  in  the  year  ? — I think  about 
1,500  tons. 

9381.  What  quantity  of  eggs  and  fowl? — About  £15,000  worth. 

Edward  Browne  examined. 

9382.  Do  you  reside  here  ? — I do. 

9383.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a general  market,  beginning  at  a certain  hour? — 1 am. 

9384-  Are  you  in  favour  of  removing  the  fairs  out  of  the  streets  into  proper  enclosed 

fair-greens  ? — I think,  as  a general  principle,  it  would  be  an  improvement  for  the  whole 
country. 

3 E 2 


BALLINAIIINCH, 
12tli  January,  1853. 

64a 

Mr.  John  Kankin. 


641. 

David  Killer. 


642. 

Mr.  J.  M‘Naugl)ten 


643. 

Mr.  John  Baily. 


644. 

Mr.  B.  Thompson. 


645. 

. Edward  Browne. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


396 


FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


BALLINAIIIXCII,  Mr.  Patrick  Hanna  examined. 

1 Mh January,  18j3.  9385.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  as  to  the  selling  of  flax? — It  is  sold  by  sixteen 

646.  and  a quarter  pounds  and  weighed  with  a cast  of  the  beam,  and  two  pounds  taken  oft-  the 

Mr.  Patrick  Ilann'a.  hundred-weight. 

9386.  Do  the  buyers  make  any  charge  ? — A halfpenny  a stone  for  storage. 

9387-  What  is  the  greatest  quantity  a buyer  may  purchase  in  a day  ?—  I have  known 
some  buyers  buy  1,000  stones  in  a day. 

9388.  What  docs  a buyer  usually  pay  for  a store  ? — Probably  £10  a year. 

9389.  If  the  stone  is  a little  light,  will  another  quarter  of  a pound  be  taken  off  ? — There 
may  be  a cut  in  the  price. 

9390.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  flax  and  every  thing  else  to  the  pound,  standing 
beam,  and  abolishing  all  deductions  ? — If  it  were  a rule  in  every  other  place  it  shold  be  made 
a rule  here  ; if  it  were  the  law,  it  would  please  me  just  as  well  as  the  present  system.  1 buy 
flax  in  some  places  at  twenty-four  pounds  to  the  stone. 


LISBURN, 
1'dth  January,  1S53. 

647. 

Mr.  IT.  J.  Garrett. 


Lisburn,  January  13,  1853. 

Mr.  Henry  John  Garrett  examined. 

9391.  Do  you  reside  in  Lisburn? — 1 do. 

9392.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  weighmaster.  appointed  by  Lord  Hertford. 

9393.  Who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  fairs  and  markets  here  ? — Lord  Hertford. 

9394.  Did  the  Corporation  ever  exercise  any  rights  with  regard  to  the  fairs  and  markets  ? 
— I am  not  aware  that  they  did. 

9395.  When  were  you  appointed  ? — In  1S47. 

9396.  What  are  the  market-days? — Tuesday;  and  there  is  a small  market  on  Saturdav. 

9397.  What  are  the  fair-days? — There  are  two  fairs,  upon  the  21st  of  July,  and  5th  of 
October. 

9398.  Any  other  fairs  ? — None. 

9399-  Are  those  the  old  fairs  mentioned  in  the  patent? — They  are. 

9400.  Are  tolls  paid  at  the  markets  ? — None,  whatever. 

9401.  Arc  there  tolls  levied  at  the  fairs  ? — There  are. 

9402.  Can  you  give  us  a list  of  them  ? — Yes. 

A Schedule  of  Tolls  to  be  collected  every  Fair-day  iu  Lisburn,  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

d. 

For  every  liorse,  mare,  or  gelding,  when  sold,  . . 4 

„ cow,  bull,  or  bullock,  „ 4 

,,  sheep,  goat,  or  pig,  „ 1 

Collected  by  George  Briggs,  Ralph  Briggs.  Joseph  Dixon,  John  Briggs,  and  others. 

Wm.  Giiego,  Seneschal. 


9403.  Are  there  enclosed  fair-greens  ? — There  are  not. 

9404.  What  are  the  charges  upon  market-days  for  weighing? — Here  is  a list : — 


Weigiimaster’s  Fees  in  Lisburn. 


Potatoes,  in  open  cart,  2d.  per  load. 

Turnips  and  carrots,  do.,  2d.  „ 

Potatoes,  in  bags,  Id.  per  load,  and  id.  per  bag. 
Stones,  manure,  and  coals,  Id.  per  load. 


Hay  and  straw,  2d.  do. 

Grain  and  meal,  1 d.  per  bag,  under  2 cwt. 

„ Hd.  „ „ 3 „ 

,»  2d.  „ 3 cwt.  and  upwards. 


9405.  Do  you  charge  for  storage? — I have  the  power  of  charging  for  storage;  but  if  grain  • 
should  not  be  sold  in  the  market,  I keep  it  until  the  following  week  without  charging  anv 
thing. 

9406.  What  market  accommodation  is  there? — There  is  a market  for  the  sale  of  grain, 
potatoes,  and  turnips,  and  green  crops  generally,  enclosed,  with  a market-house,  and  sheds, 
three  beams  and  scales,  and  another  for  potatoes  in  an  opposite  shed,  and  a weigh -bridge. 
There  are  also  small  scales,  where  persons  retailing  potatoes  can  weigh  at  so  much  a load, 
if  they  please. 

9407.  What  other  markets? — There  is  a hay  and  straw  market  enclosed,  with  a house 
to  cover  the  place  where  the  man  stands  who  weighs,  and  a weigh -bridge.  There  is 
an  enclosed  market  for  the  sale  of  meat,  but  I have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

9408.  Is  there  a butter  market  ? — Not  at  present ; it  is  intended  to  establish  one. 

9409.  Is  there  a flax  market  ? — No. 

9410.  Where  are  the  fairs  held? — Upon  the  road.  There  is  also  a place  called  Smith- 
field,  a large  open  space  through  which  a road  passes. 

9411.  Are  sales  of  all  agricultural  produce  confined  to  the  market-place? — On  market 
days  they  are. 

9412.  Is  all  the  produce  weighed  in  the  market-place  upon  market  days  ? — Corn  is ; but 
persons  are  not  obliged  to  weigh  potatoes  there. 

9413.  Is  there  any  produce  sold  on  other  days  in  the  stores? — I think  so ; and  at  the 
mills  about  the  country. 

9414.  Have  you  sufficient  weighing  accommodation,  if  every  thing  coming  inside  the 
market  had  to  be  weighed  with  you? — No;  we  have  no  wheat  market;  wheat  is  sold 
altogether  at  the  stores. 
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- 9415.  Why  is  that*? — I do  not  know.  Wo  tried  several  times  to  get  a market  here,  but 
the  buyers  would  not  attend,  and  wheat  is  always  taken  to  the  mills  direct.  Barley  and 
oats  are  sold  at  the  market,  except  what  barley  is  sold  to  a brewer  in  the  town. 

941(i.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing? — Down  weight,  to  the  pound  ; but  I conceive 
one  pound  would  bring  the  scale  with  four  hundred-weight  from  standing  beam  to  what  we 
call  weight. 

9417.  Do  you  tare  the  empty  sack? — Yes. 

9418.  -And  deduct  the  actual  weight? — Yes. 

941!).  Do  you  take  any  allowance  for  beamage? — None. 

1)420.  Is  it  taken  at  the  stores? — I am  not  aware;  there  was  formerly  one  pound  allowed 
upon  each  draught,  but  I think  it  is  not  the  case  now. 

9421.  Do  you  give  a ticket? — Yes,  for  the  gross  weight ; and  if  the  sacks  come  back,  I 
taro  them. 

9422.  Do  you  keep  a copy  of  the  ticket  ? — Yes,  and  a book. 

9423.  Do  you  enter  the  tare? — No  ; the  name  of  the  seller  and  the  gross  weight,  and 
put  the  weight  of  the  sacks  upon  the  back. 

9424.  You  do  not  know  the  price  ? — At  the  last  of  each  market  I set  down  the  price. 

9425.  You  could  not  strike  an  average  for  each  day? — No  : I do  not  know  the  price  of 
each  load.  At  the  last  market  there  wore  1,055  hundreds-weight;  that  was  the  large  market. 
In  some  markets  there  might  not  be  more  than  ton  or  eleven  tons  bought.  Two  hundred 
and  ninety-two  hundreds-weight  of  oatmeal  was  also  sold  the  same  day. 

9420.  Was  there  any  sold  out  of  the  market  ?— Not  to  my  knowledge. 

9427.  Do  you  sell  grain  here  by  the  hundred-weight  ? — Yes ; 1 12  pounds. 

9428.  Is  the  stone  always  fourteen  pounds  ? — Yes  ; except  wool,  which  is  sixteen  pounds ; 
but  I do  not  weigh  it,  if  I did  I would  weigh  it  by  112  pounds. 

9429.  Do  you  receive  a fixed  salary  ? — No  ; 1 keep  the  receipts,  and  I have  to  pay  five 
deputies,  who  weigh,  and  I employ  porters  according  to  the  size  of  the  market ; sometimes 
three,  sometimes  four.  There  is  one  man  for  each  weigh-bridge  on  market  days,  and  one 
man  for  potatoes,  and  sometimes  two  or  sometimes  three  craners : one  of  the  men  at  the 
weigh-bridge  can  sometimes  assist  at  the  cranes. 

9430.  Is  there  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  district? — There  is. 

9431.  The  constabulary  do  not  perform  the  duties? — I never  heard  of  them  doing  it. 

9432.  How  do  you  weigh  in  the  potato  market  ? — Exactly  the  same  way  as  grain. 

9433.  Could  you  give  any  idea  of  the  quantity  of  grain  sold  in  the  market  in  a year  ? — 
There  were  3,195  tons  of  oats  and  meal  in  1852. 

9434.  What  quantity  of  wheat  and  barley  ? — I could  not  give  any  idea. 

9435.  Or  potatoes  ? — I could  give  the  number  of  loads  weighed  on  the  weigh-bridge,  but 
not  the  quantity  of  potatoes  in  particular. 

9430.  Do  you  charge  2 cl.  a load  whether  people  weigh  or  not-.? — Yes ; they  may  either 
weigh  them  on  the  weigh-bridge  or  in  the  small  scales,  or  do  both  if  they  choose.  If  a man 
brings  in  eight  bags  of  potatoes,  he  pays  Id.,  and  eight  halfpence,  that  is  5d.,  and  for  that 
he  may  weigh  in  the  scales,  and  we  will  give  him  the  small  scales  to  retail. 

9437.  Why  do  you  make  a greater  charge  for  sacks  ? — There  is  more  trouble.in  weighing 
them ; but  if  they  arc  weighed  upon  the  weigh-bridge,  there  is  no  greater  charge. 

9438.  Could  you  give  any  idea  of  the  quantity  of  hay  and  straw  sold  ? — There  were  1,588 
loads  on  market  days  last  year.  There  are  only  a few  occasional  loads  upon  other  days, 
except  in  the  season  of  the  new  hay.  In  the  other  market,  upon  the  weigh-bridge,  there 
were  1,(520  loads  of  various  articles  weighed,  but  I cannot  say  which  was  hay,  straw,  or 
turnips.  My  gross  receipts  at  the  crane  last  year  was  £ 160  19s.  2 d. 

9439.  Does  die  market  begin  at  a certain  hour  ? — Yes ; at  half-past  ten  o’clock  for  grain 
and  meal ; there  is  no  regular  hour  for  potatoes,  hay,  or  straw. 

9440.  Arc  any  articles  of  produce  sold  in  the  streets  on  market  days  ? — Fowl  and  eggs, 
but  I know  nothing  of  them. 

9441.  Were  you  sworn? — Never. 

9442.  Did  you  receive  a written  appointment? — I did. 

9443.  How  do  you  weigh  at  the  weigh-bridge  ? — To  the  seven  pounds.  Butter  is  sold  in 
the  streets,  in  prints,  and  we  make  no  charge  for  it. 

9444.  There  is  no  market  for  butter  ? — No  ; but  there  is  a man  appointed  by  the  town 
itself  to  weigh  butter. 

9445.  Are  the  scales  erected  in  the  streets  ? — No ; there  are  small  scales  carried  about. 


Mr.  George  Briggs  examined. 

9446.  Where  do  you  reside? — A mile  from  Lisburn. 

9447.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I collect  customs  at  the  fairs  for  the  seneschal. 

9448.  Does  he  keep  the  customs  himself,  or  give  them  to  the  proprietor  of  the  fairs  ? — I 
do  not  know. 

9449.  Where  are  the  fairs  held  ? — The  horse  fair  in  the  streets,  and  the  cow  fair  in  the 
place  called  Smithficld. 

9450.  Is  there  a list  of  the  tolls  posted  up  ? — Yes ; at  each  gap  there  is  a printed  paper 
posted. 

9451.  What  are  the  charges? — Every  horse,  mare,  or  gelding  sold,  4d. ; every  cow, 
bull,  or  bullock,  4d. ; every  sheep,  goat,  or  pig,  Id. 


LISBURN, 
13l/t  January,  185-3. 

647. 

Mr.  II.  J.  Garrett. 


648. 

Mr.  George  Briggs. 
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FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


LISBURN,  9452.  Would  you  charge  Ad.  for  a heifer? — I cannot  say,  I do  not  stand  at  the  gap; 

mu  January,  1858.  there  are  generally  ten  or  twelve,  men  who  collect  the  money  at  the  gaps,  and  pay  it  to  me! 

9453.  Would  you  charge  for  a yearling  calf  if  you  stood  at  the  gap,  or  a sucking  pig  ? 

,,  ,,  ' . I would  not. 

i . eorae  rioas.  9454.  js  jf;  leffc  optional  with  you  ? — I think  it  is. 

9455.  What  was  the  gross  amount  received  by  you  at  the  last  fair  ? — £2  8s.  7 d. ; and 
£ 1 6s.  5d.  was  paid  of  that  in  wages. 

9456.  Is  that  the  average  ? — The  average  is  about  the  same. 

9457.  Do  you  collect  any  other  customs  ? — No ; I believe  there  is  a charge  for  standings 
in  the  market-  square,  collected  by  a man  named  Turner,  who  is  allowed  to  do  so,  I believe, 
by  the  seneschal. 

9458.  How  do  you  ascertain  whether  parties  have  sold  the  animals  ? — We  take  their 
words,  generally ; but,  if  we  suspect  them,  we  fetch  them  before  a magistrate. 

9459.  Do  you  put  them  to  any  form  of  oath  ? — No  ; I might  say  “ upon  your  word,  have 
you  bought  or  sold and  if  the  man  said  he  neither  bought  nor  sold,  I would  take  his  word. 

9460.  Is  there  much  difficulty  in  collecting  the  toll  ? — Only  with  certain  persons,  if  they 
get  a glass  of  whiskey  in  the  after-part  of  the  day. 

9461.  Do  many  evade  the  toll? — I think  a good  many,  by  putting  the  cattle  out  upon 
by-ways,  or  keeping  them  in  yards,  until  the  men  are  dismissed. 

9462.  If  a man  refuses  to  pay,  what  would  you  do  ? — I would  take  him  before  a magistrate. 

9463.  Does  it  lead  to  much  fighting  ? — It  does,  sometimes  ; but  not  so  much  opposition 
and  annoyance  as  formerly. 

9464.  Are  your  fairs  improving  ? — I think  they  are.  A great  many  people  who  opposed 
the  customs  formerly,  are  now  the  very  best  payers. 

9465.  Getting  used  to  it,  I suppose  ? — I suppose  so. 

9466.  What  value  do  they  get  in  return  for  the  toll  ? — None  that  I know  of. 

9467.  Can  you  give  any  idea  of  what  proportion  of  the  cattle  pay  toll  ? — Not  one-fourth  ; 

the  horse  fair  there  is  not  2s.  collected.  The  horses  are  generally  sold  in  yards,  and 

we  have  no  means  of  knowing. 

9468.  Is  there  a fair  return  made  of  the  money  collected  by  your  sub-agents?— Sometimes 
I am  suspicious  about  it. 

9469.  What  class  of  persons  are  they  ? — Some  of  them  a respectable  class ; but  only  four 
out  of  the  twelve  receive  the  money.  I count  them  decent  men. 

9470.  Did  you  appoint  them? — Some  of  them  were  appointed  before  I had  it  in  hands. 

9471.  What  do  they  get? — About  Is.  4 cl.  a day,  and,  it  may  be,  a little  refreshment. 

9472.  Do  they  keep  a book  ? — They  do  not. 

9473.  Merely  put  the  money  in  their  pockets  and  give  it  to  you? — Exactly. 

9474.  Do  you  give  the  money  to  the  seneschal? — I pay  the  men,  and  give  the  balance 
to  the  seneschal. 

9475.  Woukl  it  not  be  much  better  to  provide  a proper  enclosed  fair-green,  and  make 
every  person  pay  coming-  in? — I think  it  would. 

9476.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  would  pay  a small  charge  for  a proper  enclosed  fair- 
green,  instead  of  being  in  the  streets  ? — I think  they  would. 

9477.  Is  not  the  street  an  inconvenient  place  for  the  buyers  and  sellers? — I think  it  is. 

9478.  Would  the  shopkeepers  of  the  town  object  to  having  the  fairs  removed? — Well,  I 
believe  they  would. 


649.  Mr.  John  Maconslcy  examined. 

Mr.  Jo.m Maconsky.  9479.  What  are  your  duties  in  the  butter  market? — To  weigh  butter  in  prints. 

9480.  Do  you  superintend  the  egg  and  fowl  market  ? — I do. 

9481.  Do  you  make  any  charge  ? — Nothing  at  all. 

9482.  Is  the  print  butter  sold  in  the  street  ? — It  is ; there  is  a shed  covered  over. 

9483.  Have  you  beams  and  scales  ? — I have. 

9484.  Who  pays  you? — Mr.  Miller. 

9485.  Must  the  butter  come  in  even  pounds? — Yes ; pounds  and  half-pounds. 


650.  Mr.  John  Miller  examined. 

Mr.  John  Miller.  9486 . Where  do  you  reside  ?— In  Lisburn.  I am  treasurer  to  the  courtleet,  which  is  held 
here  twice  a year,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  for  public  purposes,  under  a patent  or 
charter,  and  composed  of  the  seneschal,  ratepayers,  and  householdex-s.  They  raise  a tax, 
applotted  in  the  same  way  and  raised  at  the  same  time  as  the  county  cess,  and  raise  perhaps 
£200  or  £300  yearly.  1 1 

9487.  How  is  it  constituted  ? — In  the  winter,  generally  of  townspeople,  when  the  present- 
ments are  connected  chiefly  with  the  town ; and  in  summer,  the  farmers  are  summoned 
from  all  parts  of  the  manor,  and  the  presentments  are  made  for  small  by-roads,  very  often 
aided  by  the  farmers  themselves.  John  Maconsky,  the  last  witness,  was  appointed  by  the 
courtleet,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  seneschal,  inspector  of  the  butter ; and  there  is 
another  man,  named  Close,  inspector  of  the  meat  market ; and  another  inspector  to  prevent 
frauds  in  grain,  and  see  that  the  weigh-bridge  is  always  correct  and  in  good  order.  The 
market  was  built  originally  by  a joint  grant  from  Lord  Hertford,  and  from  the  courtleet. 
The  county  maintains  all  roads  and  even  by-roads  ; but  there  arc  small  lanes,  not  within 
the  range  of  the  county  presentments,  which  are  kept  up  by  the  courtleet.  They  are 
sworn  to  present  for  lawful  things,  and  to  leave  nothing  unpresented  through  favour,  affec- 
tion, malice,  or  ill-will. 
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9488.  How  are  they  summoned? — By  the  seneschal,  as  a sheriff  summons  a jury;  gene- 
rally the  highest  ratepayers. 

9489.  Are  their  sessions  open  ? — They  ai-e  not ; and  there  is  an  oath  of  secrecy  taken. 

9490.  When  a presentment  is  passed  is  it  at  once  sent  to  be  levied  ? — No  ; it  is  applotted 
by  the  applotter  of  the  county  cess,  and  the  seneschal  fiats  it,  and  issues  the  warrant  to 
collect  it. 

9491.  How  many  form  a court? — Thirteen. 

9492.  Is  it  levied  upon  the  valuation  of  the  county  cess  ? — It  is.  The  courtleet  always 
exercised  the  power  of  regulating  the  market,  and  altering  the  fees  for  weighing,  where  it 
was  necessary. 

9493.  Would  you  approve  of  a proper  enclosed  fair-green,  and  a small  charge  upon  all 
cattle  entering? — I would. 

9494.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  agricultural  produce  sold  and  weighed  in  a 
general  market  ? — I do  not  think  it  necessary.  I think  the  farmers  are  sufficient  judges  of 
their  own  interest  to  decide  whether  it  is  convenient  to  go  to  the  mill,  the  brewery,  or  the 
distillery. 

9495  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — Yes ; I think  it  would  be  a great  advantage. 

9496.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  standing  beam,  to  the  pound,  and  abolishing 
all  deductions  ? — It  would  be  a decided  advantage. 

9497-  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  markets  commence  and  close  at  a certain 
hour? — I think  it  would  be  a great  improvement,  and  we  endeavoured  to  have  it  carried 
out  as  much  as  possible.  It  saves  a vast  deal  of  time,  and  the  market,  in  reality,  does  not 
last  more  than  half  an  hour,  or  three  quarters. 

9498.  Are  there  any  complaints  made  here  of  frauds  committed  in  private  weighing  ? — 
In  this  neighbourhood  all  the  larger  class  of  farmers  have  means  of  weighing  at  home. 
There  were  some  complaints  made  to  the  courtleet  with  regard  to  grain  and  potatoes. 

9499.  Would  you  have  penalties  for  frauds  upon  either  side  to  be  recovered  in  a summary 
way  ? — They  must  be  moderate  penalties ; if  they  were  very  heavy,  they  could  not  be 
levied. 

9500.  What  is  done  with  fraudulent  butter  seized  here  in  the  streets  ? — It  is  seized  if 
it  is  represented  to  be  weighed  in  pounds,  and  found  not  to  be  so  ; but  there  are 
considerable  quantities  of  lump  butter  sold,  which  do  not  purport  to  be  in  pounds  or 
half  pounds. 

9501.  What  are  the  powers  of  the  inspectors? — The  inspector  of  the  grain  market  is 
directed  to  go  through  the  market  upon  market-days ; and  if  any  dispute  occurs  he 
examines  the  grain  and  makes  a representation  to  the  seneschal  or  to  a magistrate,  who 
adjudicates,  he  giving  his  opinion.  With  regard  to  butter,  he  sees  if  there  is  any  butter 
fraudulently  packed  up ; and  if  there  is  he  seizes  it,  and  it  is  taken  before  the  seneschal  and 
condemned,  and  handed  into  what  is  called  the  subscription  bakery,  over  which  the 
seneschal  has  some  control.  I asked  Mr.  Gregg,  the  seneschal,  what  became  of  it 
ultimately,  and  he  showed  me  an  account  of  the  quantity  used  by  the  bakery,  if  fit  to  be 
used,  and  paid  for,  and  the  proceeds  were  divided  among  the  public  institutions  of  the  town. 

9502.  Can  you  give  a list  of  the  presentments  bv  the  courtleet  for  the  last  two  years  ? — 
I can. 

9503.  Would  you  pay  upon  the  order  of  the  seneschal  without  a presentment  ? — No ; but 
there  is  a sort  of  discretionary  amount  given  to  me  which  I may  pay  upon  his  order,  to  be 
afterwards  presented  for  ; and  the  courtleet  may  refuse  it  if  they  think  proper. 

9504.  Are  there  fees  for  applotting  that  rate  as  well  as  for  the  county  cess? — Yes  ; it 
was  customary  formerly  for  applotters  to  add  the  fees  at  the  bottom  of  the  list,  but  it  was 
thought  more  regular  to  have  a distinct  presentment  for  it. 

9505.  What  officers  does  the  courtleet  employ? — The  only  paid  officers  are  the 
inspector  and  secretary. 

9506.  Is  the  secretary’s  salary  presented  for  ? — It  is. 

9507.  On  what  valuation  is  the  rate  collected  ? — The  Ordnance  valuation. 

9508.  Do  houses  under  £5  pay  ? — No. 

9509.  Do  the  Town  Commissioners  levy  any  rate  ? — They  do. 

Mr.  Francis  O’ Flaherty  examined. 

9510.  Do  you  reside  in  Lisburn  ? — I do. 

9511.  Are  you  secretary  to  the  courtleet? — I am. 

9512.  Do  you  receive  a salary  ?— I do,  £10  a year. 

9513.  What  are  your  duties?— I summon  the  courtleet.  A list  is  made  out:  the 
highest  cess-payers  from  the  country  are  summoned  in  summer  time,  and  from  the  town  in 
winter  time.  The  country  people  do  not  care  to  attend  in  the  winter,  for  there  is  only 
town  business  done.  They  arc  summoned  by  circular. 

9514.  How  far  does  the  barony  extend  ? — I think  about  thirteen  miles  long,  and  between 
six  and  seven  broad.  A person'who  wishes  to  put  in  a presentment  gives  me  notice,  and 
that  notice  is  prepared  by  me  and  printed.  Presentments  are  issued  through  the  county, 
stating  up  to  what  day  they  will  be  received.  The  1st  of  April  in  summer  and  the  15th  of 
September  for  winter.  When  the  notices  are  printed,  they  arc  sent  out  to  be  posted,  and 
the  day  for  holding  the  court  is  mentioned.  Then  the  people  come  in  and  are  sworn  by 
the  seneschal ; and  when  the  presentments  arc  passed  they  are  entered  in  a book,  and 
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fiatecl  by  the  seneschal.  The  presentments  arc  then  printed  in  small  boohs,  and  circulated 
■ among  the  people,  who  attend  the  courtleet ; and,  although  l am  only  bound  to  give  them 
to  those  upon  the  jury,  I never  refuse  one  to  any  person  who  asks  me. 

9515.  TV  ho  applots  the  rate? — The  applotters  are  appointed  upon  the  first  day  in  open 
court,  and  all  are  allowed  to  vote,  and,  after  they  are  appointed,  it  becomes  a close  court. 

9516.  Are  your  proceedings  held  under  any  Act  of  Parliament'? — Under  a charter,  as  I 
understand. 

William  Close  examined. 

9517.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  inspector  of  the  shambles. 

9518  Who  appointed  you?— The  Grand  Jury. 

9519.  To  whom  do  the  shambles  belong? — To  Lord  Hertford. 

9520.  Does  he  let  the  stalls  ? — He  does,  to  two  of  his  clerks,  who  pay  £20  a year  rent. 

9521.  Is  there  any  charge  for  weighing  made  there  ? — There  is. 

9522.  Do  the  lessees  charge  for  stores  ? — They  do. 

9523  By  whom  were  you  appointed  ? — I was  appointed  inspector  by  the  courtleet,  and 
the  persons  who  rented  the  shambles  appointed  me  weighmaster. 

9524.  Were  you  sworn  ? — Yes. 

9525.  Have  you  beams  and  scales? — Yes. 

9526.  What  do  you  charge  for  rent? — Four-pence  a stall.  There  is  Or/,  paid  for 
slaughtering,  but  if  you  have  three  beasts  the  charge  is  only  6 c/. 

9527.  What  is  the  charge  for  weighing  ? — The  Ad.  covers  it. 

9528.  Ilowr  many  sheds  are  there? — Sixteen  or  17. 

9529.  hat  is  paid  for  these  ? — Some  of  them  pay  £3  a year. 

9530.  What  part  of  the  Ad.  are  you  paid  ? — I get  Id.,  and  'id.  go  to  the  persons  who  rent 
the  place. 

Francis  Turner  examined. 

9531.  Do  you  live  in  Lisburn  ? — I do. 

9532.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I rent  the  street  customs. 

9533.  What  do  you  pay  for  them? — I pay  nothing.  I provide  timber  for  stalls. 

9534.  Who  gave  you  the  customs? — Mr.  Gregg,  the  seneschal. 

9535.  What  do  you  charge  ? — From  2d.  to  5d.,  very  few  6c/.,  just  according  to  size. 

9536.  You  never  get  Is.  ?— No  ; I wish  I did.) 

9537.  What  do  you  receive  in  the  year? — Some  years  it  might  be £.30,  and  some  not 
more  than  £20,  but  I think  £30  the  most. 

9538.  Do  you  account  to  any  one  for  what  you  receive  ? — No. 

9539.  If  a person  lays  down  a number  of  articles  in  the  street  will  you  charge  ? — If  a 
person  said  he  would  put  the  articles  in  the  street  in  preference,  as  it  would  suit  the  goods 
better,  Mr.  Gregg  desired  me  only  to  receive  half  price. 

9540.  What  do  they  cost  you  ? — On  Tuesdays  they  cost  about  4s.  for  a man  to  put  them 
out  and  for  myself.  I count  myself  worth  2s. 

9541.  What  do  you  charge  for  the  street  ? — One  penny.  Some  persons  would  rather 
pay  it  than  2d.  for  a stall. 

9542.  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — No. 

Mr.  John  Verna'  examined. 

9543.  Do  you  reside  in  Lisburn  ? — I do. 

9544.  Do  you  rent  the  meat  market? — I do,  in  connexion  with  Mr.  Turner. 

9545.  What  do  you  pay  ? — Eighteen  pounds  a year. 

9546.  What  accommodation  do  you  give? — Enclosed  market  and  slaughter  house,  and 
stalls  in  the  street.  We  let  the  shops  in  the  market  at  from  30s.  to  £3  a year. 

9547.  Do  you  charge  for  the  slaughter-house? — There  was  formerly  a charge  of  6c/. 
for  every  head  of  cattle  killed ; now  it  is  only  4c/.  each  stall.  We  charge  that  even  to  those 
who  have  shops  ; but  they  generally  have  slaughter-houses  of  their  own. 

9548.  Does  the  Ad.  include  weighing? — It  does. 

9549.  How  many  beasts  might  be  killed  for  4 d.  ? — As  many  as  six  by  the  new  arrange- 
ment. 

9550.  If  a man,  having  a stall,  did  not  make  use  of  the  slaughter-house,  should  he  still 
pay  the  4c/.  ? — He  should. 

9551.  Are  you  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  this  town  ? — I am. 

9552.  By  whom  were  you  appointed? — By  Mr.  Gregg.  I have  no  emolument. 

9553.  Merely  honorary? — There  is  very  little  honour  in  it. 

9554.  Have  you  detected  many  false  weights? — Very  few  among  respectable  people; 
thex-e  are  some  among  the  huxters. 

9555.  Have  you  standard  weights? — Yes. 

9556.  How  often  do  you  inspect  ? — Sometimes  three  or  four  times  a-year. 

William  Close  examined. 

9557.  Are  you  deputy-inspector  of  weights  and  measures? — I am. 

9558.  When  did  you  inspect  the  mai'ket  weights  ? — Not  for,  perhaps,  a year  or  more. 
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John  Hardman  examined.  LISBURN 

9559.  Do  you  reside  in  Lisburn? — I do;  I am  inspector  of  the  grain  market.  I3t7t  January,  1853. 

9560.  Have  you  discovered  many  frauds? — Not  many.  I inspect  the  weigh-bridge.  I 656. 

have  nothing  to  do  except  on  Tuesday;  and  I am  sometimes  called  on  to  decide  John  Hardman, 
disputes. 

Patent  to  Edward,  Viscount  Conway  and  Killultagh,  of  the  Manors  of  Killultagh  and 
Derry  volgie,  dated  at  Westminster,  3rd  January,  third  of  Charles  I .—  Translated  from 
the  Office  Copy. 

And  further  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  we  do  grant  that  the  aforesaid  Edward,  Viscount  Conway  and  Killultagh, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  may  have,  hold,  and  keep,  and  may  and  can  have,  hold,  and  keep,  a 
market  on  every  Tuesday,  weekly,  in  or  at  the  aforesaid  town  of  Lisnegarvey,  in  the  said 
county  of  Antrim,  for  ever ; and  also  two  fairs  or  markets  in  and  at  the  said  town  of  Lisne- 
garvey, annually,  and  in  every  year,  to  be  held  for  ever,  that  is  to  say,  one  of  the  fairs  or 
markets  ot  the  said  two  fairs  or  markets  annually,  to  begin  on  the  eleventh  day  of  July, 
and  to  continue  for  the  entire  of  that  day  and  two  days  next  following  ; the  other  fair  of 
the  said  two  fairs  or  markets,  to  begin  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  September,  and  to 
continue  and  endure  for  the  entire  of  that  day  and  for  two  days  then  next  following. 

We  will,  moreover,  and  it  is  our  intention,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs,  and 
successors,  we  ordain  and  grant,  that  as  often  as  any  of  the  said  days  for  holding  said  two 
fairs  or  marts,  or  either  of  them,  shall  happen  to  fall  on  Sunday,  that  then  and  so  often 
the  said  Edward,  Viscount  Conway  and  Killultagh,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  place  of  the 
the  day  so  happening  on  Sunday,  may  and  can  have,  hold,  and  keep,  the  said  fair  or  mart 
for  the  space  of  another  day  after  the  end  of  the  said  three  days  next  following,  together 
with  a court  of  pie  pondre  to  be  held  there  during  the  continuation  of  the  said  market  and 
fairs  respectively ; and  that  the  said  Edward,  Viscount  Conway  and  Killultagh,  his  heirs 
and  assigns  for  ever,  may  have,  hold,  and  enjoy,  all  and  singular  tolls,  perquisites,  profits, 
commodities,  emoluments,  liberties,  franchises,  customs,  and  jurisdictions,  whatsoever,  to 
the  said  markets,  fairs  or  marts,  and  courts,  or  any  of  them  appertaining  or  in  any  manner 
belonging ; and  that  this  our  present  grant  of  markets,  fairs,  and  other  the  premises  shall 
be  in  all  tilings,  and  by  all  things  good  and  effectual  in  the  law  against  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  notwithstanding  that  our  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum  hath  not  issued  before  the 
making  of  these  presents,  to  inquire  what  damage  or  prejudice  the  said  markets  and  fairs 
or  any  of  them  might  be  to  other  neighbouring  markets  and  fairs. 

I certify  the  above  to  be  a true  copy. 

William  Gregg,  Seneschal. 

Lisburn,  January  17,  1853. 


Belfast,  January  14,  1853. 

John  Bates,  esq.,  examined. 

9561.  Do  you  reside  in  Belfast? — I do. 

9562.  Are  you  Town  Clerk? — Yes ; and  solicitor  to  the  Corporation. 

9563.  Who  are  proprietors  and  patentees  of  the  fairs  and  markets? — The  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Burgesses  of  Belfast. 

9564.  Were  they, the  original  patentees? — No ; the  ancestors  of  the  Marquess  of  Donegal. 
The  Crown,  by  a patent,  dated  20th  November,  1621,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  James  I., 
granted  the  manor  of  Belfast  to  the  ancestor  of  the  Marquess  of  Donegal,  together  with 
the  right  to  hold  fairs  and  markets,  and  to  appoint  an  assay-master  and  a clerk  of  the  market. 
The  right  remained  in  the  Donegal  family  until  1S45,  when  the  Town  Council  of  Belfast 
obtained  an  Act  for  the  improvement  of  the  borough,  and  among  other  provisions  of  the 
Act  there  were  several  in  reference  to  the  establishment  of  markets.  By  that  Act,  the 
8th  & 9th  Victoria,  the  Council  were  empowered  to  purchase  the  existing  market  in  the 
borough,  and  also  land  for  additional  markets  ; but  they  were  prohibited  from  establishing 
new  markets,  until  they  had  purchased  those  already  in  existence.  They  were  authorized 
to  treat  with  the  patentee  for  his  rights,  and  in  the  event  of  their  purchasing  them,  the  Act 
fixed  the  tolls  and  dues  which  they  were  authorized  to  charge. 

9565.  Are  there  schedules  attached  to  the  Act? — Yes.  In  1846,  the  Council  came  to 
an  agreement  with  the  Donegal  family,  and  the  trustees,  for  the  purchase  of  all  their  rights, 
not  only  to  the  markets  within  the  borough  of  Belfast,  but  those  also  within  the  manor ; 
and  the  agreement  was  concluded  for  the  purchase  on  the  22nd  of  August,  1846,  for  the 
sum  of  £20,500.  The  purchase  included  all  the  rights  of  every  kind  and  description, 
within  the  borough  and  the  manor  of  Belfast,  and  all  powers  and  privileges  incident  to  the 
markets. 

9566.  In  fact,  I suppose,  the  charter  was  transferred? — Exactly.  Then  the  purchase 
having  embraced  something  more  than  the  Council  were  authorized  to  make — because  they 
were  only  authorized  to  purchase  all  the  rights  within  the  borough,  and  Lord  Donegal  was 
owner  of  all  within  the  manor,  a much  more  extensive  district — the  Council  got  the  purchase 
confirmed  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  10th  & 11th  year  of  Victoria,  in  which  the  purchase 
was  recited  and  confirmed.  There  were  several  other  parties  who  had  minor  or  sub-interests 
in  the  market  of  the  borough,  under  Lord  Donegal,  and  some  of  them,  probably,  adverse 
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to  liis  right  by  prescription ; and  the  Council  treated  with  all  those  parties,  and  bought  up 
every  right  of  whatever  description,  and  are  now  the  sole  owners. 

9567.  What  did  they  pay  in  addition? — The  purchase,  in  some  instances,  included  land 
and  houses,  and  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  distinguish  the  precise  sum.  The  chief  item 
was  the  purchase  from  Lord  Donegal.  The  act  was  a general  improvement  Act,  authorizing 
the  pulling  down  of  houses,  and  other  matters  of  the  same  kind. 

9568.  Could  you  give  us  the  gross  amount  expended  by  the  Corporation  upon  the 
markets  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

9569.  Have  the  Corporation  appointed  a weighmaster  and  clerk  of  the  markets? — They 
have  appointed  a clerk  of  the  markets,  and  several  weighmasters,  and  other  officers. 

9570.  Were  there  officers  of  the  market  appointed  by  Lord  Donegal  previous  to  the 
Corporation  taking  charge  of  them? — I would  find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  give  a descrip- 
tion of  the  markets  previous  to  that  time ; I believe  nothing  could  be  in  a worse  state 
than  they  were.  They  were  not  under  the  direct  management  of  Lord  Donegal — they 
were  managed  by  lessees  more  or  less  removed  from  his  lordship,  some  of  them  having 
market  rights  derived  from  him,  and  others  claiming  market  rights  adverse  to  him. 

9571.  Were  the  officers  of  the  markets  continued  in  their  appointments? — In  some 
instances  they  were,  but  generally  the  whole  matter  was  reformed.  There  was  very  little 
that  could  be  continued  with  advantage  to  the  public.  Every  thing  was  altered  more  or 
less,  including  the  tolls,  which  were  reduced.  The  purchase-money  has  been  paid  some 
years  ago. 

9572.  Did  the  original  charter  grant  certain  days  for  holding  markets ? — Yes;  by  the 
borough  charter  of  1613,  the  sovereign  of  the  town,  now  the  mayor,  was  clerk  of  the 
markets  within  the  borough. 

9573.  Is  he  still  so? — Yes;  the  right  exists. 

9574.  Then  the  present  clerk  of  the  markets  is  merely  his  deputy  ? — Yes,  his  deputy. 

9575.  What  were  the  market-days  ? — There  was  a weekly  market,  under  Lord  Donegal’s 
patent,  on  every  Friday. 

9576.  How  many  fairs? — By  one  existing  Act,  the  Council  have  power  to  establish  as 
many  fairs  and  markets  as  they  think  fit.  There  were  two  fairs  under  the  charter,  one  in 
August,  and  the  other  in  November.  By  the  Act  of  Parliament  the  Council  have  an 
independent  schedule  besides  what  Lord  Donegal  had  a right  to  charge,  and  also  Lord 
Donegal’s  schedule,  and  his  rights,  whatever  they  were. 

9577.  Are  both  now  merged  into  one? — The  Council  act  upon  the  schedule  under  their 
own  Act,  generally. 

9578.  What  are  the  market-days  now? — We  have  the  market  open  every  day  in  the 
week. 

9579.  For  all  kinds  of  produce? — Except  the  retail  markets,  they  are  all  open  every 
day. 

9580.  Does  the  Act  give  you  any  power  to  make  it  compulsory  to  use  the  markets  ? — 
It  does ; by  the  29th  section  of  the  10th  and  1 1th  Victoria. 

9581.  Then  it  is  compulsory  to  sell  all  produce  in  the  markets  ? — It  is,  within  the  borough 
of  Belfast ; but  a qualification  was  introduced  into  an  Act  passed  in  1850,  modifying  that 
power,  in  some  respects,  as  regards  the  manor. 

9582.  Can  a person  sell  by  sample  in  the  country,  and  deliver  his  corn  ? — Questions  of 
that  kind  have  arisen,  and  decisions  were  given  at  petty  sessions  court,  but  nothing  beyond 
that. 

9583.  Might  a market  be  set  up  outside  the  borough,  in  the  manor? — No;  another 
market  could  not  be  established. 

9584.  Why  ? — The  parties  who  reside  outside  the  borough  have  not  suffered,  nor  do 
they  complain — on  the  contrary,  I rather  think  we  did  them  good ; but  there  was  some 
apprehension  that  they  might  hereafter  suffer  some  injury,  and  they  opposed  the  bill  of  the 
Town  Council ; and-  to  meet  that  opposition,  the  qualification  I spoke  of  was  introduced. 
The  penalty  is  not  to  any  person  who  shall  expose  any  marketable  commodity  in  or  near 
the  premises  of  the  owner  of  that  commodity,  or  any  person  to  whom  it  shall  be  offered 
for  sale ; but  my  opinion  is  very  decided  that  that  qualification  would  not  entitle  parties  to 
establish  a market.  It  enables  them  to  sell  produce  there,  which,  I believe,  has  been  very 
injurious  to  the  farmers  themselves.  The  manor  is  a large  district,  and  the  borough  of 
Belfast  is  very  confined.  A great  portion  of  the  actual  buildings  are  now  outside  the 
borough  boundary.  When  fanners  are  coming  into  town,  they  are  met  by  shopkeepers 
who  reside  upon  the  roads,  and  they  get  into  a treaty  with  them  for  the  purchase  of  their 
commodities.  It  is  probably  near  the  shop  of  the  purchaser,  and  no  doubt,  under  the  Act 
they  can  treat  there  independent  of  all  restriction.  The  consequence  is,  that  there 
is  a wish  upon  the  part  of  the  farmer  to  evade  the  payment  of  the  market  charges,  which 
induces  him  to  sell  without  doming  into  the  market  at  all,  by  which  he  certainly  avoids  the 
payment  of  the  toll ; but  he  loses  the  benefits  which  woukrbe  secured  to  him — first,  by 
the  competition  which  exists  in  the  market ; and  secondly,  by  the  security  in  weighing, 
which,  I hope,  our  markets  afford. 

9585.  He  is  left  at  the  mercy  of  the  buyer  ? — He  is ; and  it  is  often  not  of  the  tenderest 
description.  I cannot  say  that  any  complaints  in  that  way  have  ever  come  under  my  own 
knowledge  ; but,  as  solicitor  to  the  Corporation,  it  lias  been  brought  under  my  notice,  that 
such  things  repeatedly  occur ; and,  in  fact,  the  seller  is  at  the  mercy  of  the  buyer  in  the 
matter  of  price  and  weighing. 

9586.  Is  the  practice  of  selling  outside  the  market  much  followed  ? — It  is,  in  a great 
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number  of  shops  outside  the  borough,  notwithstanding  all  the  attention  the  Council  can 
give  to  the  matter.  I may  state  that  the  great  object  of  the  Council  in  taking  charge  of 
the  markets,  was  to  establish  such  a moderate  scaleof  tolls  as  would  give  value  to  the  farmer 
for  the  payment  of  them ; and  I do  believe  that  they  have  succeeded  in  that  object ; and 
I do  not  think  there  is  any  town,  with  the  same  population,  where  there  are  fewer  com- 
plaints. 

9587.  Are  the  tolls  made  a source  of  revenue  to  the  Council  ? — The  Council  have  invested 
a very  large  sum  of  money  in  the  purchase  of  the  market  rights,  and  I cannot  venture  to  say 
whether  it  may  become  a source  of  revenue  or  not ; but  the  primary  object  they  had  in 
view  was  to  establish  good  markets,  such  as  would  induce  people  to  resort  to  them  for  the 
purposes  of  trade,  and  as  one  great  means  of  increasing  the  prosperity  of  the  town. 

9588.  Does  the  amount  received  do  more  than  pay  the  interest  of  the  money  expended 
and  support  the  markets  ? — It  would  be  difficult,  without  getting  the  actual  cost,  to  state 
that.  I believe  the  Corporation  are  gainers  by  the  thing,  but  I cannot  express  an  opinion 
now  as  to  what  extent. 

9589.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  all  over  the  country,  with  proper 
accommodation,  and  efficient  staff,  where  it  should  be  compulsory  to  sell  and  weigh  all 
agricultural  produce  ? — My  opinion,  most  decidedly,  is  that  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
sellers  that  all  should  be  compelled  to  resort  to  one  place  ; it  would  create  competition,  and 
be  the  fairest  system  for  the  honest  farmer,  and  the  honest  trader.  The  evil  we  have  to 
deal  with  is,  that  the  desire  to  evade  the  payment  of  a very  small  toll,  induces  persons  to 
sell  where  there  is  not  adequate  competition,  or  adequate  protection. 

9590.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  charge  in  such  markets  no  more  than  would 
support  them  and  repay  the  actual  outlay  ? — Tes,  I think,  as  regards  the  smaller  towns,  it 
would  be  a very  good  principle. 

9591.  Would,  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — I think  there  is  no  object  of  more  importance ; and  there  is  no  evil  connected 
with  the  management  of  buying  and  selling  of  greater  magnitude  than  those  arising  from 
the  diversity  which  exists  over  Ireland  in  weights  and  measures. 

9592.  W ould  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  to  the  pound,  standing  beam,  and  abolishing 
all  deductions  ? — I am  most  decidedly,  as  an  individual,  in  favour  of  it ; as  an  officer  of  the 
Corporation,  I express  no  opinion,  because  I do  not  feel  that  it  is  their  province  to  interfere 
between  buyer  and  seller,  but,  as  an  individual,  I certainly  consider  it  ought  to  be  put 
an  end  to.  The  Town  Council,  as  owners  of  the  markets,  do  not  recognise  any  deductions 
in  that  way ; I know  the  people  here  of  all  classes  would  like  to  see  them  abolished.  It  is 
a fictitious  mode  of  dealing,  and  a fictitious  price,  and,  I think,  the  correct  way  would  be  to 
have  a fixed  uniform  system,  and  abolish  it  altogether.  The  merchant  might  pay  less  with- 
out these  allowances,  probably,  than  with  them,  but  their  abolition  would  prevent  the  pos- 
sibility of  frauds ; and  I have  no  doubt  that  the  merchants  of  the  town  are  all  anxious  to 
have  a fair  uniform  system  carried  into  effect.  I believe  that  in  the  grain  trade  the  system 
has  been  discontinued  here ; and,  as  regards  the  provision  trade,  provided  it  were  made 
compulsory,  I do  not  think  there  would  be  any  hesitation  or  disinclination  upon  the  part  of 
the  merchant  to  adopt  the  system.  As  an  officer  of  the  Corporation,  I may  say  that  I have 
found  the  merchants,  in  my  intercourse  with  them,  exceedingly  anxious  to  aid  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  our  markets,  and  to  forward  every  thing  calculated  to  improve  them ; and  I do 
believe  you  will  find  them  as  ready  as  any  individual  in  the  community  to  adopt  any  system 
which  may  be  generally  deemed  advantageous  and  uniform. 

9593.  Would  you  have  the  limits  of  each  market  defined  in  any  general  measure  ? — I 
would ; and  put  an  end  to  the  system  of  forestalling,  which  is  now  practised  here,  as  I have 
stated,  and  the  mischief  of  which  is  that  the  honest  dealer  does  not  go  out  to  intercept  the 
farmers ; but  it  is  invariably  the  man  who  wants  to  get  some  advantage  over  the  honest 
dealer,  and  to  buy  upon  terms  more  favourable  to  himself  than  he  could  in  the  open  market, 
where  there  is  competition.  The  Town  Council  never  insisted  on  a prosecution  where  the 
sale  was  at  a remote  distance,  from  which  it  would  be  very  inconvenient  for  parties  t'cf  come 
in.  They  have  felt  that,  although  they  had  certain  powers,  they  ought  not  always  to  exer- 
cise them. 

9594.  What  is  the  extent  of  the  manor  ? — In  some  directions,  about  three  or  four  miles ; 
and  the  narrowest  part,  about  half  a-mile. 

9595.  Would  it  not  be  very  desirable  to  obtain,  in  all  public  markets,  the  proper  statistics 
of  the  country,  instead  of  having  them  collected,  as  at  present,  by  guess-work? — It  would 
be  very  important,  and  quite  practicable ; I think  you  would  find  the  statistics  and  returns 
of  this  market  very  correct,  and  well  worth  investigating. 

9596.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  have  the  fairs  always  held  in  an  enclosed  fair-green, 
and  removed  out  of  the  streets? — Decidedly;  it  would. 

9597.  Do  you  think  parties  would  object  to  pay  for  proper  accommodation? — Some 
persons  would  object  to  pay,  no  matter  how  good  the  accommodation ; they  are  always 
more  sensible  of  the  payment  than  they  are  of  the  advantage ; but,  I believe,  they  are 
gradually  becoming  quite  satisfied  of  the  benefits  here. . In  Smithfield  market  here  they  are 
still  obliged  to  sell  a portion  of  the  produce  in  the  street,  from  not  having  got  power  to 
enlarge  that  market ; the  Council  sought  to  enlarge  it,  but  they  were  opposed  there. 

9598.  Are  all  the  markets  now  held  in  enclosed  places,  the  property  of  the  Corporation? 
— They  are. 

9599.  Do  they  pay  rent  for  any  of  them  ?— They  pay  head-rent  in  one  or  two  places. 

9600.  Have  they  leases  for  ever? — For  very  long  terms;  there  were  cases  where  they 
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bought  the  rights  of  private  proprietors,  and  succeeded  to  those  rights.  There  is,  indeed, 
ouly  one  market  so  circumstanced— the  Castle  market ; the  rest  are  all  their  own,  held  in 
fee.  There  is  a portion  of  land  attached  to  one  market,  for  which  the  Council  pay  rent, 
but  they  are  negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  it. 

Mr.  Francis  Rea  examined. 

9601.  Do  you  reside  in  Belfast? — I do. 

9602.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  clerk  of  the  markets  under  the  Mayor,  appointed 
by  the  Corporation. 

9603.  Is  it  a yearly  appointment  ? — I should  rather  say,  during  good  behaviour,  and  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  Council. 

9604.  What  arc  your  duties  ? — To  superintend  the  markets,  and  the  collection  of  the 
tolls,  and  see  that  they  are  properly  returned  and  accounted  for  to  the  Council. 

9605.  Do  you  receive  the  tolls  ? — They  are  paid  into  my  office  by  the  collectors. 

9606.  Who  appoints  the  weighmasters  ? — The  Market  Committee  appoints  them,  and  I 
make  it  a particular  rule,  not  to  recommend  any  officer  acting  under  me  to  the  Market 
Committee. 

9607.  What  market  accommodation  has  the  Council  at  present? — The  Castle  market,  estab- 
lished in  August,  1S47 — a retail  market,  for  green  crops  and  fish;  a grain  and  meal  market, 
established  in  September,  1847  ; a pork  market,  established  in  December,  1847  : a market! 
called  “ Grange  market,”  for  fruit,  butter,  cheese,  eggs,  and  poultry,  established  in  January, 
1848 ; Smithfiold  market,  for  hay  and  straw,  and  articles  in  general,  established  in  February, 
1848 ; a,  cattle  market,  for  the  sale  of  black  cattle,  pigs,  calves,  and  goats;  a horse  market, 
in  the  Fair-green;  a flax  and  fruit  market,  established  in  1848;  a market  for  firkin  butter! 
established  in  May,  1848;  a monthly  fair,  for  horses  and  black  cattle,  established  in  184S  ; 
another  retail  market,  established  in  1849;  and  Police-square  market,  for  flax,  straw,  and 
grass,  established  in  1852.  The  potato  market  was  first  established  in  1847,  in  Police- 
square,  and  was  removed  to  its  present  position  in  February,  1851. 

9608.  Are  these  markets  open  every  day  ? — They  are ; but  the  principal  market  is  on 
Friday;  Monday  and  Wednesday  are  also  good  markets,  but  there  is  no  day  equal  to 
Friday. 

9609.  Can  you  mention  the  number  of  persons  employed  in  different  capacities  at  the 
markets? — I should  say,  by  a rough  guess,  from  forty  to  fifty,  some  of  them  only  employed 
two  or  three  days  in  the  week ; but  I can  furnish  you  with  a list,  giving  every  man’s  name, 
occupation,  and  wages. 

9610.  Are  they  all  paid  fixed  salaries? — Yes;  either  weekly  wages,  or  quarterly  and 
yearly  salaries. 

9611.  Are  all  the  receipts  handed  in  to  the  Corporation  ? — They  are. 

9612.  Do  you  keep  the  accounts?— Yes;  with  an  assistant. 

96 1 3.  Can  you  state  the  gross  receipts  of  all  the  markets,  including  rent  and  every  source 
of  emolument-?— In  1852,  the  gross  receipts  were  £6,888  7 s.  IOcZ.  I am  in  possession 
since  1847,  and  in  three  minutes  I could  put  my  finger  on  any  account,  no  matter  how 
trivial,  furnished  to  the  Market  Committee,  for  any  purpose,  whether  expenses  connected 
with  the  repairs  of  the  market,  weekly  wages,  or  salaries,  from  that  year  up  to  the 
present  day. 

9614.  Do  you  pay  the  rent  upon  the  one  market  when  it  is  paid? The  Market  Com- 

mittee pays  it,  and  it  appears  in  the  accounts. 

9615.  Does  the  interest  upon  the  money  expended  in  the  purchase  and  repair  of  the 
markets  appear  ? — I do  not  know  any  thing  of  that ; it  belongs  rather  to  the  treasurer,  or 
the  town  clerk. 

9616.  Do  the  markets  commence  at  a certain  hour  ?— The  pork  market  commences  at 
eight  o’clock,  and  closes  at  ten;  the  other  markets  arc  limited  to  a certain  hour,  but  none 
of  them  close  so  soon. 

9617.  Are  the  returns  made  weekly? — Yes;  our  week  closes  upon  Wednesday  night, 
and  every  collector  is  bound  to  furnish  me  every  evening  with  a ticket,  with  an  account  of 
the  money  received,  and,  where  it  is  for  hay  and  straw,  he  is  bound  to  return  the  number 
of  loads  of  each. 

9618.  I suppose  you  could  make  out  very  correct  market  returns? — I can  see  no  diffi- 
culty, with  reasonable  care ; returns  are  furnished  by  me  to  the  newspapers.  Our  weigh- 
master  keeps  a book  in  which  he  enters  the  name  of  the  seller,  the  number  of  bags  he 
weighed,  the  weight  of  each  bag,  and  the  price;  as  a general  rule,  the  seller  tells  him  the 
price;  and  each  evening  he  furnishes  me  with  a ticket,  stating  the  number  of  bags  and  the 
highest  and  lowest  price. 

9619.  If  there  were  100  barrels  at  10s.,  and  only  one  at  9s.,  would  you  not  be  likely  to 
call  9s.  Gd.  the  average  price  ? — For  all  purposes  of  ours  it  is  sufficient. 

9620.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  markets  ?— Yes;  the  toll  is  taken  by  the  weighmaster,  after 
he  has  weighed  the  produce,  and  he  furnishes  a pass-ticket,  stating  the  number  of  bags,  in 
addition  to  the  ticket  of  the  weight. 

9621.  Suppose  a farmer  brings  in  a cart  of  corn  with  ten  sacks,  how  is  the  weighing 
arranged  ? — He  enters  and  sets  it  down  in  the  place  appropriated  ; he  cannot  sell  before  a 
specified  hour,  and  up  to  that  hour  the  weighmaster  and  his  assistants  are  engaged  in 
weighing  and  marking  the  bags  with  chalk. 

9622.  Is  there  any  extra  charge  for  weighing  ? — No. 

9623.  What  are  the  tolls  ? — Having  the  right  to  take  either  the  schedule  of  the  Act  8 & 
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9 Vic.,  or  to  fall  back  upon  the  custom  of  the  Marquess  of  Drogheda,  in  most  instances  we 
preferred  taking  the  scale  in  use,  or  reducing  them  more  hy  the  old  custom  than  the  new 
Act ; for  instance,  with  reference  to  potatoes,  if  we  charged  what  is  stated  here  in  the  sche- 
dule, it  would  make  an  enormous  tiling ; for  every  quantity  not  exceeding  one  bushel,  2 d., 
and  every  additional  half-bushel,  1 d.  Another  part  of  the  schedule  goes  on  to  state,  that 
every  charge  for  stores  shall  be  paid  by  every  occupant,  so  that  a person  entering  the  market 
at  all  becomes  liable  to  pay  toll  per  day ; the  efFect  of  which  would  be  to  cause  a charge  of 
Ad.  per  hundred-weight,  whereas  we  only  charge  \d.  per  hundred-weight. 

9624.  Is  there  storage  in  the  market  ? — There  is  ; but  it  must  be  paid  for.  When  we 
take  corn  in  charge  we  are  responsible  for  it,  and  therefore  we  must  be  paid ; and  there  is 
another  reason  also,  in  order  to  facilitate  sale:  for  a good  many  farmers,  if  the  market  prices 
of  the  day  did  not  please  them,  and  if  they  had  gratuitous  storage,  would  constantly  leave 
their  corn  stored  after  the  market. 

9625.  What  is  the  charge  ? — One  penny  per  bag  each  night ; we  do  not  wish  to  encourage 
storage  of  corn  at  all. 

9626.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town  confined  to  the  market-place  ? — 
No  ; they  smuggle  a good  deal  of  it  outside  the  borough  boundaries. 

9627-  Is  all  within  the  borough  boundaries  taken  to  the  public  market  ? — No  ; there  are 
numbers  of  parties  who  would  rather  travel  a mile  and  a-half  skulking  round  the  town  to 
evade  the  payment  of  Id.  or  2d.,  than  go  to  the  market  at  all. 

9628.  What  class  of  persons  are  they  ? — They  sell  butter  and  eggs,  and  sometimes  potatoes 
and  meal.  I have  had  prosecutions  for  all  these  articles. 

9629.  Do  you  take  any  notice  of  anything  sold  in  the  manor? — Yes,  we  have;  but  the 
number  of  prosecutions  has  been  very  trifling  compared  with  the  breaches  of  the  law  within 
the  borough  ; in  point  of  fact,  the  reason  was  this : — Under  the  former  nominal  proprietor 
of  the  markets,  there  was  really  no  such  thing  as  accommodation  of  any  kind,  and  there 
never  was  such  a thing  as  a wheat  market  established  until  the  Town  Council  did  so.  There 
was  a spasmodic  effort  made  to  establish  it  at  Smithfield,  but  it  failed  ; and  a great  portion, 
indeed  the  greater  portion,  of  the  wheat,  and  a large  quantity  of  the  oats,  were  principally 
sold  on  what  was  called  the  Long  Bridge,  in  the  county  Down;  and  if  a farmer  did  not  sell 
his  corn  there,  he  generally  had  to  hawk  it  from  store  to  store  until  he  found  a purchaser. 

9630.  What  has  generally  been  the  result  of  your  prosecutions? — I think  I am  able  to 
say  that  the  Council  might  have  prosecuted  in  six  cases  for  every  one  where  they  did  prose- 
cute ; and  I think  I am  further  able  to  say,  that  all  those  cases  were  so  glaring  that  they 
almost  invariably  obtained  a conviction.  The  maximum  penalty  is  40s.,  and  the  sentences 
varied  from  caution  and  discharge  up  to  that  amount. 

9631.  Were  you  ever  beaten  ? — No  ; I think  not. 

9632.  Has  a weighmastcr  been  appointed  for  the  entire  market? — In  the  grain  market 
there  is  one  whom  I look  upon  as  the  chief  weighmastcr,  but  he  has  no  particular  control 
over  the  other  weighmasters ; every  man  is  responsible  lor  his  own  acts. 

9633.  Are  the  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  by  the  seller  ? — Generally  by  the  seller.  The 
local  Act  authorizes  the  toll  to  be  demanded  from  any  person  occupying,  or  using  any 
market,  or  bringing  therein  any  marketable  commodity. 

9634.  But  they  are  generally  levied  from  the  seller? — Yes. 

9635.  Is  it  so  in  regard  to  cattle  ? — It  is. 

9636.  Is  the  toll  paid  upon  entering  the  market  ? — It  is. 

9637.  Both  at  fairs  and  markets? — Yes. 

9638.  Would  you  take  the  articles  if  the  toll  is  not  paid  ? — Yes. 

9639.  Are  the  weighmasters  sworn  under  the  4th  of  Anne,  c.  14? — No;  that  Act  has 
not  been  incorporated  with  our  local  Act  at  all.  They  are  liable  to  heavy  penalties  for  fraud 
of  any  kind,  but  they  are  not  sworn. 

9640.  Have  you  a sufficient  number  of  beams  and  scales  to  weigh  all  the  produce  coming 
into  the  town  ? — I think  so. 

9641.  Would  you  have  sufficient  if  all  were  to  weigh  with  you? — At  certain  seasons  of 
the  year  I think  not ; but  we  have  room  to  put  up  such  a number  of  beams  and  scales,  that 
the  farmer  might  leave,  even  in  the  winter  season,  by  daylight.  The  object  of  the  Council 
is  to  afford-  all  reasonable  facilities  and  protection ; and,  I am  sorry  to  say,  that  in  some 
instances,  they  are  not  able  to  afford  all  the  protection  that  parties  require.  There  are  in 
all  market  towns  a certain  number  of  low,  fraudulent  dealers,  who  try  to  live  by  making 
bargains  with  unsuspecting  countrymen,  who  do  not  know  them  from  respectable  parties. 
I am  very  happy  to  say,  for  the  credit  of  the  town,  that  the  description  does  not  apply  to 
any  man  in  Belfast  who  has  the  least  pretensions  to  respectability. 

9642.  Could  you  tell  what  proportion  of  the  produce  is  weighed  in  the  public  scales  ? — 
The  greater  proportion  of  grain  and  meal,  turnips,  carrots,  and  mangel-wurzel.  Beet-root 
seldom  comes  in  in  loads.  A lesser  proportion  of  potatoes — in  fact,  not  half — is  weighed  in 
the  market. 

9643.  What  is  the  proportion  of  pork  ? — The  fat  pigs  arc  seldom  weighed,  because  neither 
the  merchant  nor  the  seller  wish  to  give  them  the  additional  tossing,  after  having  travelled 
forty  or  fifty  miles,  that  would  be  given  to  them  in  the  scales ; and  as  the  provision  jobbers 
understand  each  other,  the  merchant  prefers  that  the  jobbers  should  take  the  pigs  to  the 
stores,  and  weigh  them  there.  Of  the  farmers’  pigs,  not  more  than  three-fourths  are  weighed 
in  the  scales. 

9644.  How  do  you  account  for  the  farmers  not  weighing,  when  there  is  no  extra  charge? 
— There  are  various  reasons.  Parties  must  bring  their  pork  into  the  market  very  early, 
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BELFAST,  and  must  be  in  their  places  before  eight  o’clock,  or  they  will  miss  the  sale  ; and  then,  when 
mil  January,  1853.  he  has  sold,  the  farmer  is  weary  and  exhausted,  and  glad  to  get  away.  We  allow  them  the 
658.  choice  of  going  out  of  the  market  and  coming  back,  any  time  up  to  one  o’clock,  and  if  they 

Mr.  Francis  Rea.  s^°'v . T1®  tickets  they  have  got  from  the  merchants,  they  may  weigh  their  pigs. 

9o4o.  it  it  were  necessary  that  all  the  produce  should  be  weighed  in  the  public  scales, 
would  you  provide  such  accommodation  that  the  farmers  could  get  away  early  in  the  dav  ? 
— Certainly.  J - 

9646.  Do  you  think  the  parties  who  evade  the  tolls  consider  them  to  be  excessive? I 

suppose  they  do ; but  I can  certify,  that  where  they  save  2d.  by  not  coming  to  the  market 
it  generally  costs  them  Is. 

9647.  If  every  thing  were  weighed  in  the  public  market  would  the  additional  receipts 
pay  tor  the  extra  accommodation? — No,  we  would  undoubtedly  lose  by  it,  but  that  would 
not  interfere,  however,  with  our  providing  the  accommodation. 

9648.  When  the  farmer  arrives  in  the  market  does  he  take  his  produce  direct  to  the 
shed  ? — He  does. 

9649.  Does  he  take  off  the  cart  himself  ?— Generally,  and  if  he  does  not,  there  are 
licensed  porters  in  attendance,  whom  he  may  or  may  not  employ. 

9650.  Are  they  provided  with  barrows? — They  do  not  require  barrows ; we  employ 

parties  with  barrows.  1 J 

9651.  Do  these  porters  force  themselves  upon  the  farmers? — I never  heard  that  they 

did ; if  they  did,  the  farmers  could  get  it  at  once  redressed,  for  we  would  not  employ  any 
parties  who  did  so.  J 

9652.  What  is  their  charge  ?— Not  exceeding  three  bags.  Id. ; and  the  highest  charge  that 

they  can  make  is  2d.  ° 

9653.  May  the  farmer  make  a special  agreement  with  them  ? — He  may  get  it  done  for 
a halfpenny  if  he  can. 

9654.  Would  you  allow  him  to  bring  in  strange  porters  off  tbe  streets  ?— No,  but  he  may 

bring  as  many  of  his  own  men  as  he  chooses.  J 

9655.  Do  many  persons  employ  these  porters  ? — A good  many  do. 

9656.  Is  the  corn  sold  or  weighed  first  ?— It  is  all  being  weighed  up  to  the  hour  fixed 

for  selling.  The  rules  regarding  the  hours  of  selling  were  adopted  at  the  request  of  the 
merchants  themselves,  and  of  the  principal  portion  of  the  farmers ; and  I believe  neither 
will  disagree  with  me  in  saying  that  a strict  adherence  to  the  rules  has  been  found  very 
serviceable.  J 

9657.  By  whom  were  they  framed?— By  the  Committee  for  Markets,  and  submitted  to 

another  committee  called  the  Bye-law  Committee,  and  notices  given  in  the  newspapers  • 
the  business  of  the  Council  is  done  principally  by  the  Council  being  divided  into  Committees’ 
and  the  Market  Committee  is  one  of  these.  «•.  .,*  v 

. 9658.  Of  how  many  does  it  consist  ? — Twelve,  including  the  chairman,  and  they  have  no 
interests,  as  individuals,  in  these  rules,  except  for  the  benefit  of  the  buyers  and  sellers  who 
frequent  the  markets  ; all  the  acts  of  the  different  committees  must  be  sanctioned  by  the 
Corporation  at  their  monthly  meeting.  J 

9659.  Does  the  sale  commence  by  ringing  a bell  ?— It  does ; a different  hour  is  laid  down 
for  each  kind  of  grain. 

9660.  The  corn  is  then  weighed  or  not,  as  the  farmer  chooses? — Just  so;  when  it  is 
being  weighed,  the  clerk  takes  down. the  number  of  sacks,  and  the  entry  is  made  in  the 
book  andin  the  ticket,  and  also  chalked  upon  the  sack,  to  prevent  confusion ; and  if  a man  sells 
a load  hi  two  or  three  different  divisions,  and  chooses  to  acquaint  the  weighmaster  he  will 
give  him  a separate  ticket. 

9661.  Do  the  porters  you  employ  wheel  up  the  corn  in  barrows  from  where  it  is  depo- 
sited to  the  scales  and  back  again  ? — They  do.  1 

■ 9662.  Who  marks  the  sack  ? — The  scaleman  who  puts  in  the  weights  and  calls  out. 

9663.  When  the  corn  is  weighed,  the  ticket  is  made  out?— Yes. 

9664.  Does  it  specify  the  price  and  the  seller’s  name  ?— Only  the  seller’s  name  and  the 
date ; sometimes  the  price  of  the  gross  weight. 

9 665.  Do  you  weigh  it  to  the  pound  ? — Yes,  with  a cast. 

9666.  Not  lying  on  the  ground? — No;  I have  been  thinking  over  what  you  have  been 
speaking  of  in  other  places,  weighing  standing  beam;  I tbink  it  would  involve  an  amount 
of  precision  and  loss  of  time  far  more  injurious  to  the  farmer  than  any  thing  he  would 

• v J0?  tllrow  out  one  pound  standing  beam? — Yes;  I will  at  once  admit  that 

m the  hurry  of  weighing,  perhaps  if  more  time  were  taken  there  might  be  one  pound  more 
in  favour  of  the  farmer,  but  the  intention  of  the  Council  is  that  nothing  more  than  a turn 
of  the  beam  should  be  taken. 

k 9668.  Are  there  any  deductions  made  under  the  name  of  beamage  ?— Nothing  of  the 

9669.  Either  at  the  market  or  the  merchants’  stores? — I do  not  know  the  practice  at 
foo^merchants’  stores,  but  I believe  there  is  no  deduction  made,  except  the  weight  of  the 

9670.  In  the  event  of  a copy  of  a ticket  being  required,  could  the  weighmaster  <nve 

it  r — He  could,  five  years  hence.  & 

9671.  The  transaction  is  finally  closed  at  the  merchant’s  stores  ? It  is. 

9672.  It  cannot  be  closed  in  your  market  ?— No,  we  do  not  make  up  the  price,  or  deduct 
the  weight  of  the  empty  sack.  I may  state  that  when  beamage  was  abolished  in  the  grain 
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market,  a number  of  merchants  adopted  resolutions  declaring  their  right  to  buy  a certain 
number  of  pounds,  and  put  out  notices  that  they  would  buy  by  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
pounds ; we  made  out  the  ticket  by  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  and  they  deducted 
one  pound  to  the  hundred  ; I am  informed,  however,  that  so  far  as  regards  the  grain  market 
the  system,  of  their  own  motion,  has  fallen  into  disuse. 

9673.  Is  your  pork  market  enclosed  ? — It  is,  and  there  is  a weighing  shed,  and  a schedule 
of  tolls  posted  up,  and  the  toll  is  paid  on  entering,  altogether  for  the  use  of  the  market ; 
the  market  commences  at  eight  o’clock  by  ringing  a bell,  but  the  pork  is  in  very  soon  after 
seven. 

9674.  Do  the  buyers  purchase  by  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds? — They  purchase  by 
one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds ; but  I know  nothing  of  the  rule  of  the  pork. 

9675.  Is  there  sufficient  accommodation  to  weigh  without  delay  ? — There  is. 

9676.  If  there  was  more  required,  would  you  be  willing  to  provide  it  ? — Yes,  and  upon 
an  average,  the  weighing  in  the  pork  market,  except  upon  Friday,  would  be  all  over  at 
half-past  ten ; on  Fridays  it  has  been  as  late  as  twelve  o’clock,  but  never  later. 

9677.  How  many  beams  and  scales  have  you? — Two,  in  the  pork  market. 

9678.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing? — If  the  farmer  chooses  to  go  out  without 
weighing,  he  can ; if  not,  they  are  all  filed  into  a string,  and  the  man  who  sells  earliest 
generally  gets  the  best  price ; and  if  he  sells  quick,  he  has  a chance  of  not  being  kept  ten 
minutes  in  the  market ; we  can  weigh  one  hundred  and  twenty  carcasses  in  the  hour. 

9679.  Each  person  then  takes  his  turn? — Yes,  and  very  particular  attention  is  paid  to 
enable  every  man  to  get  a fair  turn. 

9680.  Have  you  any  porters  employed  in  the  market? — Yes;  and  our  charge  of  2d.  a 
pig  covers  all  expenses ; we  have  a weighmaster  and  a scaleman  to  each  beam,  and  three 
porters  to  each  scale,  at  the  expense  of  twenty-seven  shillings  for  the  three;  six  .porters 
in  all. 

9681.  What  is  the  duty  of  the  porters? — To  take  the  pigs  carefully  off  the  cart  and  put 
them  into  the  scale,  take  them  out  again  and  put  them  upon  the  farmer’s  cart. 

9682.  Is  the  system  of  weighing  pork  the  same  as  corn? — It  is. 

9683.  Have  you  any  thing  to  do  with  the  closing  of  the  transactions  ? — No. 

9684.  You  give  the  ticket  for  the  exact  weight  by  hundreds-weight,  quarters,  and  pounds  ? 
— Precisely. 

9685.  What  kind  are  the  merchants’  tickets  ? — They  state  that  they  are  purchasing  by 
one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  and  I think  they  state  that  they  take  off  eleven  pounds 
for  tret,  and  some  of  them  mention,  in  addition,  that  they  charge  2d.  for  porterage. 

9686.  Is  there  any  greater  deduction  made  than  eleven  pounds  on  a wet  day  ? — No,  I 
think  not. 

9687.  How  do  you  weigh  butter  ? — It  is  precisely  the  same  system ; just  a turn  of  the 
beam,  and  we  weigh  to  the  half  pound. 

9688.  Do  you  deduct  any  thing  ? — Nothing. 

9689-  Do  you  tare  the  empty  firkin? — I have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  that;  but  there  is 
a peculiarity  here,  connected  with  the  branding  of  the  firkins,  which  the  Town  Council,  at 
the  request  of  the  farmers  and  merchants,  have  taken  up  ; the  Council  have  adopted  the 
following  scale  of  branding  the  firkins : a firkin  weighing  five  and  a half  pounds  to  be  branded 
six ; a six  pound  firkin,  no  brand  ; it  must  be  made  heavier. 

9690.  Why  ? — It  would  not  be  fair  to  the  buyer  to  brand  it  six  pounds,  and  seven  pounds 
would  be  too  much ; six  and  a quarter  pounds  branded  seven ; six  and  a half  branded 
seven ; seven  pounds  no  brand ; seven  and  a quarter,  and  seven  and  a half,  eight  pounds; 
eight  pounds,  no  brand ; eight  and  a quarter,  and  eight  and  a half,  branded  nine ; nine 
pounds,  no  brand ; nine  and  a quarter,  and  nine  and  a half,  ten  pounds ; ten  pounds,  branded 
eleven ; eleven  pounds,  no  brand ; eleven  and  a quarter,  and  eleven  and  a half,  thirteen 
pounds ; twelve  pounds,  thirteen ; twelve  and  a half,  fourteen  pounds. 

9691.  By  whom  are  they  branded  ? — By  the  officer  of  the  Corporation. 

9692.  Are  all  the  firkins  sold  in  Belfast  brought  to  your  market  and  branded? — No. 

9693.  What  is  the  charge  for  branding  ? — One  halfpenny  a firkin  for  branding  and 
weighing,  and  it  is  a dead  loss  to  the  Corporation.  I understand  the  merchants  pay  for 
overweight  on  all  firkins  which  have  the  brand  of  the  Council  on  them. 

9694.  What  is  overweight  ? — Over  seventy  pounds. 

9695.  Do  they  give  a preference  to  these  branded  by  the  Council? — They  do. 

9696.  How  are  hay  and  straw  weighed  ? — Hay  and  straw,  and  all  articles  weighed  on 
the  weigh-bridge  are  weighed  to  the  seven  pounds. 

9697.  Is  the  system  the  same  in  the  potato  market  ? — Yes. 

9698.  Do  tbe  Scotch  potatoes  come  to  market  ? — We  had  great  trouble  in  bringing 
them  to  market ; we  give  the  sellers  the  choice  of  two  markets,  but  we  could  not  get  them 
to  come  there,  and  they  set  up  a small  market  in  sheds  upon  the  quay,  but  we  taught 
them  that  they  could  not  sell  there,  and  then  they  retreated  to  then-  ships,  but  we  brought 
them  to  the  petty  sessions’  court,  and  I had  the  pleasure  of  convincing  the  magistrates  that 
a ship  was  not  a shop,  and  getting  two  or  three  penalties  against  them. 

9699.  If  corn  comes  in  coastwise  going  to  certain  stores? — We  cannot  interfere  with 
that. 

9700.  Do  you  weigh  flax  ? — Yes,  when  required ; and  I weigh  it  by  the  same  system. 

9701.  You  do  not  weigh  by  the  sixteen  and  a quarter  pounds  ? — I do  not  acknowledge 
it  at  all. 

9702.  In  all  the  places  where  you  weigh  do  you  weigh  upon  the  same  system? — Yes, 
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all  to  the  pound,  except  upon  the  weigh-bridge,  and  only  require  a cast  of  the  beam.  I 
think  the  flax  market  is  generally  confined  to  the  mill.  There  are  two  kinds  of  stores  for 
flax — one  sixteen  and  a quarter  pounds,  and  the  other  twenty-four  and  a half  pounds.  I 
have  seen  buyers’  tickets  which  contained  both,  and  the  parties  came  and  complained  that 
where  they  thought  they  were  selling  by  the  sixteen  and  a quarter  pounds,  they  found 
when  they  came  to  examine  the  tickets  they  found  it  was  bought  by  the  twenty-four  and 
a half  pounds. 

9703.  Have  you  known  many  frauds  in  that  way? — I have  not,  but  two  or  three  cases 
came  under  my  notice  within  the  last  six  weeks. 

9704.  Of  what  nature? — In  one  of  the  cases  the  party  told  me  that  the  buyer  refused 
to  allow  him  to  take  his  cart  and  horse  out  of  the  market  until  he  consented  to  go  to  the 
store  to  deliver.  I felt  it  my  duty  to  tell  the  buyer  that  he  had  no  legal  right,  and  I said 
to  the  man,  “ There  is  the  gate,  take  away  your  flax,  if  you  like.” 

9705.  At  fairs  and  markets  is  there  a charge  for  standings  ? — There  is. 

970(3.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  articles  weighed  in  the  public  market? — I _ 
would. 

9707.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  weighing  at  the  private  stores? — I 
have,  a long  time  ago  ; I have  heard  several  cases,  where  potatoes  were  taken  by  what  is 
called  the  word,  and  afterwards  found  to  be  deficient,  and  1 am  astonished  that  persons  so 
often  fall  into  this  error,  when  there  is  no  charge  at  the  market  for  weighing. 

9708.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — Undoubtedly. 

9709.  And  having  the  markets  commence  at  a certain  hour? — Certainly;  we  have  set 
the  example.  I would  be  in  favour,  for  the  sake  of  the  farmer,  of  having  all  agricultural 
produce,  of  whatever  description,  sold  in  no  other  place  than  the  public  market.  Whether 
the  farmer  sells  by  sample  or  in  any  other  way  in  any  other  place,  he  is  sure  to  be 
victimized. 

9710.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  to  the  pound, 
standing  beam,  and  abolishing  all  deductions? — Just  so ; I would  hold  that  whatever  was 
in  the  weighmaster’s  ticket,  unless  it  could  be  proved  that  there  was  a mistake  or  fraud, 
should  be  paid  for  to  the  last  pound. 

9711.  What  would  you  consider  the  best  system  ? — I think  by  the  hundred-weight. 

9712.  Would  not  by  the  stone  be  simpler? — If  it  became  customary,  I think  it  would 
be  just  as  little  trouble.  I think  it  immaterial,  but  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  both 
parties  that  there  should  be  some  uniform  system  adopted. 

9713.  Would  it  not  be  a great  advantage  to  be  able,  in  such  a market,  to  collect  the 
proper  agricultural  statistics  of  the  country  ? — Without  doubt  it  would. 

9714.  Would  you  have  the  officer  at  the  head  of  each  market  empowered  to  arbitrate 
between  buyer  and  seller  in  case  any  dispute  should  arise  ? — It  would  be  an  advantage, 
but  here  the  Council  appoint  inspectors  of  provisions. 

9715.  Does  this  salary  come  into  the  market  charges? — No  doubt  it  does;  but  they  are 
officers  paid  for  discharging  other  duties. 

9716.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  removing  the  fail's  out  of  the  streets  into  properly- 
enclosed,  and  well-drained  fair-greens  ? — Most  certainly ; I cannot  conceive  any  thing  more 
annoying  or  discreditable  than  the  system  which  has  been  previously  carried  on.  I wish 
to  bring  under  your  notice  the  present  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  and  the  clause  which 
gives  the  magistrates  only  the  power  to  decide  in  cases  of  dispute'-where  the  value  of  the 
article  amounts  to  £5,  where,  under  the  same  Act,  the  same  magistrate  lias  a jurisdiction, 
in  cases  of  not  near  so  much  importance,  up  to  the  value  of  £50.  I think  they  ought  to 
be  intrusted  with  a jurisdiction  at  least  up  to  £20. 

9717.  Would  it  not  be  an  improvement,  in  place  of  having  £5  the  value  of  the  article, 
to  have  it  the  value  of  the  fraud  attempted  ? — It  would  ; in  cases  where  there  is  a dispute 
about  a load  of  wheat  upon  a horse,  the  magistrate  can  never  adjudicate,  for  the  value  of 
a load  of  wheat  is  always  over  £5.  I think,  too,  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  buyer  and 
seller  that  the  magistrates  should,  as  often  as  possible,  in  such  cases,  grant  a summons  upon 
sight. 


January  15,  1853. 

Mr.  Francis  Rea. — I hand  in  the  accounts  of  the  market,  which  you  requested  me  to 
furnish. 


[Accounts. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  'EVIDENCE.  409. 

Return  of  the  Amounts  and  Values  of  the  principal  Articles  Sold  in  the  Wholesale  Markets  of  BELFAST, 

Belfast,  for  the  last  three  years,  respectively.  - loth  ]cuiuanj,W>'j. 
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Description  of  Produce. 

No.  of 

Loads,  Bags,  or 
Packages. 

Average  Weight 
per  Load,  Bag, 
or  Package. 

Total  Weight. 

Average  Price 
per  Load,  Owt. 
or  Lb. 

Total  Amount. 

cwts.  qrs.lbs. 

cwts.  qrs. 

lbs. 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

5. 

d: 

30,007  Bags. 

2 2 27 

98,097 

3 

1 

0 

8 

39,084 

14 

5 

50,503  „ 

2 1 14 

1 19,944 

2 

14 

0 

5 '8 

33,984 

0 

2 

31,202  „ 

2 1 21 

51,079 

3 

14 

0 

9 

25,140 

2 

1 

30,108  Loads. 

7 3 10 

236,025 

0 

24 

0 

3 8js 

43,763 

0 

2 

5,842  „ 

9 0 0 

52,578' 

0 

0 

0 

0 8 

1,752 

12 

0 

0,820  „ 

— 

— 

0 

127,270  Carcases. 

1 1 7 

107,041 

3 

14 

1 

7 1 1 

310,083 

11 

1 

Upland  Hay, . 

8,488  Loads. 

12  1 0 

10.3, 97S 

0 

0 

0 

2 51 

12,888 

18 

9 

Meadow  Hay, 

4,244  „ 

12  1 0 

51,989 

0 

0 

•> 

501  „ 

7 0 0 

3,507 

53,859  Packages. 

— 

12,571 

2 

2 

0 

o 7| 

45,407 

0 

1 

4,010  Loads. 

11  1 14 

45,087 

2 

21 

0 

1 5 

3,230 

4 

2 

1,338  „ 

11  1 14 

15,225 

1 

21 

0 

0 i()f 

■ 08-1 

19 

e 

4,389  Bags. 

2 2 2 

11,050 

3 

14 

0 

5 4 

• 2,940 

0 

3,213  „ 

2 3 4 

9,034 

0 

2,634 

235  „ 

2 1 14 

558 

0 

18 

0 

5 1 

14T 

17 

3 

Eye,  . 

157  „ 

2 1 0 

353 

1 

0 

0 

5 '4 

94 

4 

0 

985  Loads. 

5 0 0 

4,925 

0 

0 

2 

12  • 0 

' 1,298 

2 

(j 

2,078  „ 

8 0 0 

10,024 

0 

0 

0 

0 \8 

5,541 

0 

8 

Bogwood,  . . 

1,324  „ 

— 

— 

0 

7 9 

1 

Turf,  . 

0,004  „ 

• — • 

— 

1,238 

o 

Grass,  . . ' . 

* 5,303 

— 

■ — 

0 

0 8 

4 

045,:i70 

18 

2 

Sheep;  and  Calves 

70,000 

0 

0 

-Eggs,  Poultry,  Print  and  Lump  Butter  (George’s  Market), 

.0 

(J 

Total, 

£ 

tw,o 

18 

2 

1851. 


Average  Price 

Description  of  Produce. 

Loads,  Bags,  or 

per  Load,  Bag, 

Total  Vi  eight. 

per  Load,  Ca  t. 

TotalAmount. 

Packages, 

0,  Package. 

0 

cwts.  qrs.lbs. 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

£ 

5; 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

20,824  Bags.  ' 

2 3 

0 

•57,266 

U 

0 

0 

8 

23,74  1 

10 

i 

43,530  „ 

2 1 

T 

100,003 

0 

14 

0 

5 

1"* 

29,509 

15 

10 

19,450  „ 

2 1 

16 

46,555 

1 

20 

0 

10- 

lui 

• 25,314 

10 

3 

27,441  Loads. 

S 2 

0 

233,248 

2 

0 

0 

3 

9 

43,734 

1 

10 

Turnips, 

0,074  „ 

9 0 

0 

54,000 

0 

0 

0 

i) 

1,708 

0 

3 

9,049  „ 

— 

3 

1,583 

Pork,  . 

125,832  Carcases. 

1 l 

6 

164.031 

0 

0 

1 

15 

a 

8,502  Loads. 

10  2 

0 

'89,271 

0 

0 

0 

2 

10 

9 

Meadow  Hay, 

4,251  „ 

10  2 

0 

44,035 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 I 

484  „ 

7 0 

0 

0 

42,825  Packages. 

— 

1 4,535 

3 

20 

0 

0 

8 

54,207 

9 

0 

4,394  Loads. 

10  2 

0 

46,137 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3^ 

1,464  „ 

10  2 

0 

15,372 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

708 

12 

0 

1,778  Bags. 

2 2 

0 

4,445 

0 

0 

0 

0 

i| 

2,426  „ 

2 3 

0 

0,671 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

172  „ 

2 1 

14 

408 

2 

0 

0 

5 

101 

5 

102  „ 

2 1 

10 

209 

2 

8 

0 

5 

0 

74 

_2 

7 

1,637  Loads. 

5 0 

0 

8,185 

0 

0 

2 

10 

0 

22.91S 

0 

0 

1,654  „ 

8 0 

0 

13,232 

0 

0 

0' 

6 

9 

4,405 

16 

o 

Bogwood, 

1,310  „ 

— 

— 

0 

r 

10 

1 

5,909  „ 

— 

— 

< 

Grass,  . . • . 

0,983  „ 

— 

— 

0 

6 

.8. 

4 

74,000 

.0 

0 

Eggs,  Poultry,  Print  and  Lump  Butter  (George’s  Market), 

Total, 

£ 

644,110 

19 

3 
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FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


' BELFAST,  1852. 


15 tli  January,  1853. 

658.  Description  of  Produce. 

Mr.  Francis  Eea. 

No.  of 

Loads,  Bags,  or 
Packages. 

AveragcWcigh 
per  Load,  Bag, 
or  Package. 

Total  Weight. 

Average  Price 
per  Load,  Cwt. 
or  Lb. 

Total  Amount. 

cwts.  qrs.lbs 

cwts. 

qrs 

lbs. 

£ 

£ 

d. 

Wheat,  . 

20, S3!  Bags. 

2 3 12 

5,917 

0 

10 

0 

9 

0 

26.7S2 

14 

3 

Oats, 

48,347  „ 

2 10 

113,097 

1 

22 

0 

6 

3 

35,342 

Oatmeal, 

22,741  „ 

2 2 1 

57,055 

2 

5 

0 

10 

Si 

29,359 

16 

Potatoes, 

26,074  Loads. 

S 3 0 

228,147 

0 

0 

0 

3 

7 

40,870 

6 

9 

Turnips, 

4,744  „ 

9 0 0 

42,096 

' 0 

0 

0 

Vegetables,  . 

6,S20  „ 

— - 

_ 

0 

3 

6 

1,193 

Pork, 

135,952  Carcases. 

1 1 15 

1S8.451 

1 

8 

1 

Upland  Play, . 

S.482  Loads. 

13  0 0 

110,266 

0 

0 

0 

2 

oi 

9 

Meadow  Hay, 

4,241  „ 

13  0 0 

55,133 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3,905 

Carrots,  . . 

369  „ 

7 0 0 

2,583 

0 

0 

0 

247 

Butter,  . 

36,330  Packages. 

— 

15,072 

1 

26 

0 

55,707 

IS 

Oat  Straw, 

4,383  Loads. 

10  2 0 

46,021 

9 

0 

0 

Wheat  Straw, 

1,461  „ 

10  2 0 

15,340 

9 

0 

0 

Barley,  . 

1,820  Bags. 

2 2 0 

4,540 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Beans,  . 

3,683  „ 

2 3 l 

10,101 

0 

15 

0 

0 

9 

Peas, 

129  „ 

2 1 18 

310 

3 

26 

0 

6 

3 

97 

3 

7 

Rye,  . 

S3  „ 

2 3 13 

237 

3 

15 

0 

5 

09 

Flax, 

2,834  Loads. 

5 0 0 

14,170 

0 

0 

2 

38,436 

Fruit,  . 

3,164  „ 

S 0 0 

25,312 

0 

0 

Bogwood, 

1,191  ,. 

— 

_ 

0 

Turf,  „ 

4,852  „ 

— 



0 

990 

Grass,  . 

4,043  „ 

— 

— 

0 

0 

8 

1,547 

13 

4 

Horses,  Cows,  Pigs, 

Sheep,  and  Calves, 

617,604 

8 

5 

Eggs,  Poultry,  Print  and  Lump  Butter  (George’s  Market), 

45,000 

0 

0 

Total, 

£ 

742,604 

8 

f 

Approximate  Cost  of  Markets,  and  of  Property  purchased  for  Markets,  including  a fair  proportion 
of  Parliamentary  and  other  Costs,  within  the  Borough  of  Belfast  under  local  Acts. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Smithfield  Market : 

Marquess  of  Donegal, 

. 16,660 

6 

8 

Thomas  Vemer,  Esq.,  . 

. 3,600 

0 

0 

Montgomery’s,  now  Castle  Market : 

Messrs.  Montgomery, 

. 2,108 

6 

7 

Gibson  and  others,  .... 

. ' 965 

0 

0 

Hardell,  ..... 

. 1,330 

6 

_5 

George’s  Market: 

Executors  of  Bruce,  .... 

. 5,000 

1 

0 

Sundry  small  interests, 

52 

15 

0 

Ormond  and  Butter  Markets  : 

Wyse,  ..... 

. 1,541 

7 

8 

Trustees  of  Tennent, 

863 

4 

6 

Henderson,  . . . . 

. 1,987 

11 

8 

Sundry  small  interests  in  adjoining  streets, 

. ‘ 1,302 

8 

0 

May’s  Market,  Trustees  of  S'.  May, 

! . 7, 659 

19 

11 

May’s  fields,  „ 

. • 7,683 

3 

3 i 

May’s  Dock, 

991 

1 

0 : 

£ s.  d. 
20,260  6 8 


4,403  12 


0 


5,052  16 


0 


5,694  6 10 


16,3-34  4 2 


Purchase  of  chief  rents  of  May’s  Market  and  fields,  , 
Cost  of  formation,  and  subsequent  improvements, 
Proportion  of  all  costs,' . • , • : 


1,861  13  4 
19,683  13  5 
22,708  8 9 


Belfast,  .8 1st  December,  1852. 


£95,999  1 2 

David  Porter,  Police  and  Borough  Accountant. 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE.  4X1 

An  Account  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditure  of  the  Town  Council  of  Belfast,  for  the  Market 
Fund,  from  the  1st  January  till  the  31st  December,  1851,  inclusive. 


Receipts. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

From  Smithfield  Market,  . . 

1,144 

2 

From  Pork  Market,  . . 

1,292 

5 

3 

From  Butter  Market,  ..... 

452 

2 

0 

From  Potato  Market,  ..... 

1,074 

15 

0 

From  Castle  Market,  . . . 

474 

8 

4£ 

From  May's  Market,  ..... 

1,043 

14 

11 

From  George’s  Market,  .... 

452 

12 

From  Cattle  Market  and  Horse  Fair,  . 

354 

12 

10 

From  Flax  and  Fruit  Market,  ...» 

152 

16 

From  Ormond  Market,  ... 

247 

12 

H 

From  Bogwood  and  Turf  Market, 

96 

1 

4 

From  May’s-quay  and  fields,  .... 

269 

13 

— 

— — 

7,054 

16 

2 

Interest  allowed  by  Treasurer,  . . . 

46 

13 

11 

Total  Receipts,  . . 

7,101 

10 

1 

Expenditure. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Salaries : 

Francis  Rea,  Clerk  of  the  Markets,  one  year’s  salary! 

175 

0 

0 

James  Spratt,  assistant  to  do.  do., 

65 

0 

0 





240 

0 

0 

Wages  to  market  patrols,  weighmasters,  &c.,  . 

1,412 

10 

4 

Taxes  and  rates,  ..... 

238 

3 

6 

Gas-light,  . . . ... 

47 

18 

2 

Stationery,  . . . 

91 

3 

6 

Printing,  . . . . 

18 

3 

3 

Insurance,  ...... 

17 

3 

3 

Repairs,  ...... 

11 

19 

4 

Miscellaneous,  . 

38 

19 

9 

Rent : 

For  12  mon tlis’ rent  of  May’s  fields,  to  IstNov.,  1849, 

802 

15 

10 

For  12  months’ rent  of  Castle  Market,  to  IstNov.,  1850, 

203 

8 

9 

— 

— 

1,006 

4 

7 

Total  Expenditure,  . 

3,122 

5 

8 

Balance  lodged  to  credit  of  Police  Fund, 

3,979 

4 

5 

£7,10) 

10 

1 

(Signed,) 

Francis  Re 

An  Account  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditure  of  the  Town  Council  of  Belfast,  for  the  Market 
Fund,  from  the  1st  January  till  the  3 1st  December,  1851,  inclusive. 

Receipts. 


From  Smithfield  Market, 

From  Pork  Market, 

From  Butter  Market,  . 

From  Potato  Market,  . 

From  Castle  Market,  . 

From  May’s  Market,  . 

From  George’s  Market, 

From  Cattle  Market  and  Horse  Fair, 
From  Flax  and  Fruit  Market,  . 
From  Ormond  Market,  . . 

From  Bogwood  and  Turf  Market, 
From  May’s-quay  and  fields, 

Interest  allowed  by  Treasurer, 


£ s.  d. 

. 1,260  7 5 

. 1.134  IS  6 

382  9 0£ 

997  10  8 

517  1 3i- 

813  11  7| 

543  1 01 

. 335  1 ]1 

140  17  4f 
. 251  2 9| 

99  13  1 
. 202  14  2£ 


£ s.  d. 


6,678  8 
65  4 


2 

0 


Total  Receipts, 


Expenditure. 

Salaries : 

( Francis  Rea,  Clerk  of  the  Markets,  one  year’s  salary, 
James  Spratt,  assistant  to  do.  do 

Carried  forward,  . . 


£ s.  d.  £ s,  d. 


175  0 0 
75  0 0 

250  0 0 

3 62 


BELFAST, 
15i7»  January,  1853. 

658. 

Mr.  Francis  Bea. 
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FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


BELFAST, 

' lath  iTamtary , 1H53. 

668. 

■Mr:  Francis  Rea. 


£ s.  d 

£ s.  d. 

Brought  forward,  . 

250  0 0 

Wages  to  market  patrols,  weighmasters,  &c.,  , 

1,295  7 11 

.Taxes  and  rates, 

223  18  10 

Gas  light.  . . • . 

60  12  3 

Stationery,  . . 

50  9 7 

Printing.  . . ... 

37  8 7 

Insurance,  . ... 

16  18  0 

Repairs,  . . 

71  1 10 

Miscellaneous, 

56  1 5 

Rent : 

For  18  months’  rent  of  May’s  fields,  to  1st  May, .1851, 

. 1,200  2 0 

For  1 2 months’  rent  of  Castle  Market, 

199  10  0 

1,399  12  0 

Total  Expenditure, 

3,461  10  5 

Balance  lodged  to  credit  of  Police  Fund, 

3,282  L 9 

£6,743  12  2 

(Signed,) 

Francis  Rea. 

Account  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditure  of  the  Town 

Council  of  Beli 

ast,  for  the  Mark 

Fund,  from  the  1st  January  till,  the  31st  December,  IS52,  inclusive. 

Receipts. 

£ . s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

From  Smithfield  Market,  . • . ' . 

1,325  10  0 

From  Pork  Market,  . . • . . 

1,353  16  3 

From  Butter  Market,  . . • . . - . 

326  -9  7- 

From  Potato  Market,  . . • . . 

■ 961  -14  7 

From  Castle  Market,  ..... 

523  10  10£ 

From  May’s  Market,  ..... 

900  8 H 

From  George's  Market,  . 

433  4 lU- 

From  Cattle  Market  and  Horse  Fair,  . 

308  8 10 

From  Flax  and  Fruit  Market,  .... 

270  19  0 

From  May's-quay  and  fields,  .... 

195  7 ]£ 

From  Bogwood  and  Turf  Market,-  . • . 

67  12  7 

From  Ormond  Market,  .... 

221  5 11 

6,88S  7 10 

Interest  allowed  by  Treasurer,  . . 

57  19  11 

Total  Receipts, 

6,946  7 9 

Expenditure. 

£ s.  d. 

£ 5.  d. 

Salaries  : 

Francis  Rea,  Clerk  of  the  Markets,  14  months'  salary. 

from  1st  Nov.,  1851,  to  31st  Dec-,  1852,  . 

204  3 4 

James  Spratt.  assistant  to  do.,  14  months’  salary, 

from  1st  Nov.,  1851,  to  31st  Dec.,  1852,  . . 

92  10  0 

. 

296  13  4' 

Wages  to  market  patrols,  weighmasters,  &c.,  . 

1,368  2 8 

Taxes  and  rates,  . .... 

239  17  3 

Gas-light,  . . . 

76  0 7 

Stationery,  . . .... 

55  4 1 

Printing,  . . ... 

19  1 6 

Insurance, 

16  18  0 

Repaii's,  . . 

27  17  7 

Miscellaneous,  . . . ... 

63  15  11 

Rent : 

For  18  months*  rent  of  May's  fields,  to  1st  Nov.,  1852, 

1,203  19  10 

For  12  months’ rent  of  Castle  Martlet,  to  lkt  Nov., 1852, 

204  15  0 

1,408  14  10 

Total  Expenditure,  . 

3,572  11  9 

Balartce  lodged  to  credit  of  Police  Fund, 

3,373  16  0 

£6,946  7 9 

'•  . V » - • - * - 

(Signed,) 

Francis  Rea. 
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There  was  some  conversation  here  yesterday  about  weighing,  and  I mentioned  to  you 
that  the  weighing  in  the  pork  market  did  not  extend  beyond  twelve  o’clock ; I said  this 
in  order  to  put  the  extremity  of  the  case  before  you.  Now  I have  taken  an  extract  from 
the  book  used  in  the  pork  market,  for  the  last  week,  including  Friday,  the  7th,  and  Friday, 
the  14th, — Friday  being  always  the  day  when  the  longest  time  is  occupied  : Friday,  the 
7th,  the  weighing  closed  at  half-past  ten  o’clock  ; Saturday,  the  11th,  nine;  Monday,  ten 
minutes  past  ten;  Tuesday,  forty-five  minutes  past  eight;  Wednesday,  twenty  minutes 
past  nine ; Thursday,  ten  minutes  past  nine ; and  yesterday,  forty  minutes  past  ten.  The 
men  employed  have  nothing  to  do  after  that  but  to  sweep  the  market. 

9718.  You  could  not  transfer  your  staff  from  one  market  to  another? — No  ; for  all  is 
going  on  at  the  same  time. 

Robert  Murray  examined. 

9719.  Where  do  you  reside? — Nine  miles  from  this — in  the  county  of  Down. 

9720.  Do  you  wish  to  make  any  statement  regarding  the  markets? — Yes;  I brought  in 
twenty-nine  stone  of  flax  yesterday,  at  twenty-four  pounds  each,  and  sold  them  at  12s.  1 \d. 
a-stone  to  Mr.  Stewart ; I fetched  it  down  about  ten  o’clock,  and  backed  my  horse  into  the 
store ; he  weighed  five  or  six  stone  of  the  flax,  and  said  they  were  all  light ; I said  I 
knew  they  were  too  heavy ; he  was  weighing  them  in  little  ounsels,  hanging  by  strings, 
and  I said  they  ought  to  lie  weighed  with  fourteen  pound  and  seven  pound  weights,  which 
I could  understand  ; I then  took  the  flax  to  the  public  market,  and  weighed  every  single 
stone,  and  they  all  weighed  down  weight ; I then  weighed  them  in  three  draughts,  by  the 
hundred-weight,  allowing  two  pounds  to  every  hundred-weight,  and  they  weighed  twenty- 
one  pounds  over — the  weight  I go’t  was  six  hundred-weight,  one  quarter,  seventeen  pounds ; 
I took  them  back  to  Mr.  Stewart’s  store ; he  asked  to  see  the  ticket,  and  I gave  it  to  him ; 
he  refused  to  take  it  by  the  market  weight,  and  said  he  should  get  it  by  bundles,  just  as  it 
stood  ; I would  not  give  it ; and  the  market  was  over  then  ; so  that  I had  to  put  my  flax 
into  a store,  and  I will  have  to  take  it  back  to  the  market  next  Friday  morning. 

9721.  Did  the  buyer  want  to  cut  them  in  price? — He  said  they  were  a half  pound  light 
on  every  stone. 

9722.  Are  two  pounds  deducted  off  every  hundred-weight  of  flax  ? — It  is  weighed  gross 
in  the  market,  but  the  merchants  deduct  it. 

9723.  Is  that  deduction  made  when  you  sell  by  the  stone  ? — It  is  not. 

9724.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  before  regarding  the  system  of  private  weighing? 
—I  have,  sometimes. 

9725.  Would  you,  as  a farmer,  approve  of  having  all  produce  sold  and  weighed  in  the 
public  market,  under  the  superintendence  of  sworn  inspectors  and  weighmasters ? — Yes; 
I would  rather  have  the  price  less,  and  be  paid  for  1 12  pounds  weight; 

9726.  Do  you  sell  pork  ? — 1 do. 

9727.  Do  you  consider  the  arrangements  regarding  the  selling  of  pork  satisfactory? — I 
would  be  very  glad  that  some  arrangement  should  be  made  which  would  let  us  be  paid  for 
1 12  pounds  weight,  and  let  the  price  be  made  to  meet  it. 

Mr.  William  Woods  examined. 

9728.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Glasgow,  at  present,  but  I formerly  lived  here  ; and  I 
still  have  land  here  belonging  to  me. 

9729.  Do  you  sell  in  this  market  ? — Yes ; grain  and  pork. 

9730.  Do  you  sell  flax? — I only  sold  flax  once. 

9731.  Do  you  consider  that  the  system  of  weighing  grain  is  fairly  conducted  in  this  mar- 
ket ? I do,  generally  speaking,  but  there  is  some  tediousness  in  the  weighing  of  pork  ; 

when  1 was  buying  here,  there  was  a certain  tediousness,  and  our  horses  felt  the  effect  of 
it ; but,  I believe,  generally  speaking,  the  delay  is  not  great  now. 

9732.  Do  the  merchants  weigh  the  corn  over  again  when  you  take  it  to  the  stores  ? — 
Some  do,  and  some  do  not. 

9733.  When  weighed  over  again,  do  the  weights  generally  agree  ? — Generally. 

9734.  Is  any  charge  made  by  the  merchant  for  porterage? — Not  with  regard  to  corn. 

9735.  Is  there  any  reduction  made  in  the  shape  of  beamage,  or  any  thing  else  of  the 

kind? Not  latterly,  at  least  with  the  very  large  majority  of  the  respectable  merchants  ; 

there  may  be  with  some  of  the  lower  class. 

9736.  Do  they  make  any  charge? — No. 

9737.  Do  they  weigh  the  empty  sack,  and  deduct  the  actual  weight  ? — Yes. 

9738.  Do  they  pay  for  odd  pounds? — They  do. 

9739.  For  every  pound? — Yes. 

9740.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  private  weighing? — I have. 

9741.  Do  they  weigh  here  by  the  hundred-weight? — They  do ; but  it  was  not  formerly 

the  case.  . . . . 

9742.  If  four,  or  five,  or  six  pounds  came  out  when  the  ticket  is  made  up,  is  it  paid  tor  at 
the  same  rate  as  the  hundred-weight  ? — Latterly  it  is,  at  the  very  same  rate. 

9743.  Do  you  think  the  charges  reasonable  in  the  public  market  ? — I do  not  know  that 
they  are  very  unreasonable,  when  taken  at  so  much  per  bag ; hut  when  you  examine  into  the 
emoluments  which  the  Council  derive  at  the  end  of  the  year,  perhaps  they  might  reduce 
the  charges ; as  I understand  that  public  markets  are  not  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
revenue  for  those  who  own  them,  but  for  the  public  use. 


BELFAST, 
15th  January,  1803. 
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Mr.  Francis  Rea. 
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BELFAST,  9744.  Are  you  aware  what  the  markets  in  this  town  have  cost  ? — Whatever  the  amount, 

I5i7»  January,  1853.  a fair  per  centage  should  be  paid,  and  then  the  tolls  reduced,  in  proportion  as  the  revenue 
increases. 

Mr.  William  Woods  9745.  Do  you  think  the  system  of  weighing  corn  in  the  merchants’  stores,  generally,  a 
fair  one  ? — Well,  I think  it  is ; but,  however,  I would  like  to  see  all  deductions  abolished. 
When  the  Council  got  possession  of  the  market,  and  required  that  all  articles  should 
be  weighed  by  the  legal  standard  weights,  the  merchants  came  out  with  a resolution 
emanating  from  the  trade,  that  in  future  they  would  only  buy  corn  by  the  113  pounds.  Then 
the  potato  hucksters,  and  others  of  that  class,  adopted  a resolution  that  they  would  only  buy 
by  the  114  pounds;  and  the  provision  merchants  resolved  that  they  would  only  buy  pork  by 
the  120  pounds ; and  it  was  only  by  the  combination  of  the  trade  in  that  way  the  farmers 
were  overcome. 

9746.  When  did  the  corn  mei'chants  agree  to  give  up  the  one  pound  beamage  ? — It  was 
after  cases  were  tried  here  at  the  sessions,  and  convictions  took  place.  Prior  to  the  opening 
of  the  markets  by  the  Town  Council,  there  were  exactions  made  upon  grain  and  potatoes ; 
in  grain,  two  pounds  to  the  bag  taken  under  two  or  three  hundred-weight;  and  in  the  pork, 
deducting  eleven  pounds  off  every  pig  up  to  a certain  weight,  the  eleven  pounds  being  hung 
at  the  end  of  the  beam  where  the  weights  were  placed.  As  soon  as  the  Council  got  pos- 
session of  the  markets,  it  was  then  the  resolution  I spoke  of  was  put  forward  by  the 
different  traders.  It  was  only  when  I succeeded  in  getting  a decree  for  the  eleven  pounds 
on  pork  from  the  barrister  here — because  the  eleven  pounds  were  not  in  the  ticket,  or  the  2d. 
porterage — that  then  they  altered  the  ticket,  either  to  comply  with  the  law  or  to  evade  it.  The 
pork  merchants  then  came  out  with  a number  of  resolutions.  We  complained,  for  instance, 
that  in  selling  sows,  there  was  a reduction  for  what  are  called  bellies  ; the  practice  was  to 
buy  the  sow  in  the  market  at  so  much ; but  when  we  came  to  the  store,  the  servant  cut  off 
so  much  of  the  belly,  and  pitched  it  into  the  weights  at  the  other  side.  I may  remark, 
that  we  calculated  upon  getting  a decree,  not  only  for  the  eleven  pounds,  but  for  the 
eight  pounds  which  made  up  the  120  pounds;  and  the  argument  put  forward,  which 
satisfied  the  barrister,  was  the  word  “ multiple”  in  the  Act,  that  they  had  the  right  to  pur- 
chase any  number  of  pounds  having  the  multiple  of  112  pounds.  It  was  upon  that  word 
the  ease  was  decided  against  me.  My  object,  and  that  of  the  farmers,  was  to  test  the 
question ; and  to  show  you  that  it  was  not  for  the  value  of  the  article  I never  put  the  decree 
into  execution,  which  I obtained,  as  I have  stated.  I also  sold  a pig,  and  had  a witness  to 
prove  that  I sold  it  by  the  hundred- weight,  and  I did  not  take  a ticket.  The  buyer  said, 
“ wait  until  you  get  your  ticket,”  but  I refused  to  take  any  ticket.  Unfortunately,  he  paid 
for  the  full  amount,  and  prevented  me  from  having  an  opportunity  of  trying  the  question, 
and  I handed  him  back  the  difference  between  112  pounds  and  120  pounds,  to  show  that 
I had  no  desire  to  make  by  the  transaction. 

9747.  Did  the  Council  take  any  part  in  these  proceedings? — None,  whatever. 

9748.  Did  they  not  commence  certain  prosecutions? — Not  for  that  purpose.  With 
regard  to  the  butter  trade,  the  practice  of  the  merchant  was  to  fix  the  price  they  would 
give,  and  put  it  upon  a board,  nailed  to  the  wall  of  the  Belfast  butter  market.  It  was 
only  when  the  merchants  themselves  fell  out,  with  regard  to  the  purchase  of  butter,  that 
the  farmers  succeeded  in  getting  some  little  competition.  When  I went  to  the  person  who 
took  the  tolls  at  the  market,  and  asked  the  price,  I recollect  his  saying,  “ Perhaps  you 
would  get  \d.  a pound  more  to-day,  for  they  have  had  a quarrel.” 

9749.  When  was  the  society  of  farmers  established  ? — About  the  1st  of  June,  1848. 

9750.  Were  you  ever  able  to  carry  out  their  resolutions  ? — Never;  the  trade  were  com- 
bined against  us,  and  if  we  would  not  sell  to  one  buyer,  the  others  would  not  look  at  us. 

9751.  Did  you  ever  attempt  to  carry  them  out  ? — We  did ; but  the  result  was,  as  I have 
said,  that  when  you  brought  butter  into  the  market,  and  brought  it  to  one  buyer,  if  you  did 
not  sell  to  him,  the  others  would  not  look  at  it.  The  farmers  were  most  anxious  to  have  an 
open  market,  not  only  that  they  might  have  competition  there,  but,  as  there  was  easy  access 
from  Liverpool,  Manchester,'  Glasgow,  and  other  places,  that  persons  might  come  over  here 
to  compete.  It  is  not  long  since  the  Council  opened  the  second  market,  and  the  moment 
it  was  opened,  the  merchants  resolved  that  they  would  not  attend  it.  but  would  continue 
to  buy  by  the  old  practice. 

9752.  Did  any  of  the  farmers  try  the  second  market? — They  knew  the  buyers  would  not 
purchase  there.  It  would  be  a great  advantage  not  only  to  the  farmers,  but  to  the  grocers 
in  the  town  if  they  had  an  opportunity  of  purchasing  at  that  market.  The  grocers  now 
cannot  buy  from  the  farmers,  but  must  buy  second-hand  from  the  merchants.  In  conse- 
quence, however,  of  the  combination  among  the  trade,  the  farmers  could  not  take  it  there. 
We  always  maintained  that  a public  market  would  be  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  farmers 
and  recommended  it  in  every  case.  The  practice  of  the  trade  is,  that  the  person  who 
purchases  butter,  prices  it  himself,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  first  person  who  prices 
it,  will  get  it. 

9753.  Is  there  no  butter  inspector? — Not  for  a number  of  years. 

9754.  Does  the  buyer  decide  upon  the  quality  and  fix  the  price  ? — He  does.  The 
buyers  have  a regular  fixed  price,  and  it  is  in  a very  rare  case  that  it  is  altered  in  dealing 
with  the  farmers.  What  we  recommend  is,  that  in  place  of  butter  being  sold  at  the  stores, 
the  farmer  should  have  an  opportunity  of  exposing  it,  so  that  if  one  person  would  not  pur- 
chase it,  another  would,  and  there  would  not  be  any  risk  that  they  might  not  sell  it  at  all, 
if  they  did  not  agree  with  the  first  jxarty. 

9755.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  it  made  compulsory  for  all  firkin  and  crock 
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butter  coming  into  town  for  sale,  to  be  sold  and  weighed  at  the  public  market,  and  have  it 
inspected  and  weighed  before  sale  by  sworn  inspectors  and  weighmasters ? — That  is  clearly 
my  view,  and  I will  be  able  to  read  you  a resolution  to  that  effect.  According  to  the  old 
system,  the  butter  was  classed  by  first,  second,  and  third.  The  first  required  to  be  of  one 
colour  the  whole  firkin  or  crock,  and  of  the  best  quality  and  flavour.  The  second  might 
be  of  two  colours,  but  equal  in  quality.  Now  my  opinion  is,  that  butter,  instead  of 
being  classed  in  that  way  and  having  a deduction  made,  should  be  described  as  being  of 
two  colours,  but  a good  flavour,  and  have  a ticket  to  that  effect  put  upon  the  firkin,  so 
that  any  person  would  know  what  it  was,  and  in  place  of  \d.  a pound  being  taken  off, 
there  would,  probably,  be  only  a \d. 

9756.  Do  buyers  pay  for  over  seventy  pounds  of  butter? — They  do  in  some  cases,  and 
others  do  not.  I believe  a good  deal  depends  upon  the  appearance  and  intelligence  of  the 
individual  the  buyer  has  to  deal  with.  They  deduct  one  pound  upon  crocks  up  to  fifty 
pounds,  and  over  that,  two  pounds,  beside  the  deduction  for  the  weight  of  the  crock 
itself. 

9757.  Would  they  take  two  pounds  off  a crock  of  fifty-one  pounds? — They  would. 

9758.  Do  they  make  a deduction  upon  firkins? — Yes,  two  pounds  ; and  it  was  in  order 
to  meet  the  excuses  which  the  merchants  were  constantly  making: — that  the  farmers  over- 
marked their  firkins — that  it  was  resolved  to  have  them  inspected  and  branded  by  the 
Town  Council,  in  whom,  I believe,  the  trade  and  the  farmers  both  had  confidence. 

9759.  Do  they  weigh  butter  to  the  half  pound  ? — They  do,  to  please  the  farmer,  but 
they  never  are  paid  for  it. 

9760.  Then  the  farmer  may  lose  one  pound  ? — He  may. 

9761.  Do  the  buyers  then  deduct  two  pounds  and  the  actual  tare  ? — Yes. 

9762.  Do  they  make  any  charge  for  cooperage,  or  any  thing  of  that  sort  ? — Nothing  of 
the  kind ; we  pay  for  the  firkins,  of  course.  I brought  three  crocks  of  butter  to  the 
market,  after  it  was  resolved  to  sell  only  by  the  hundred-weight,  and  I sold  by  the  pound- 
weight,  without  reduction.  It  was  the  regular  weight.  I refused  to  submit  to  the  deduc- 
tion of  two  pounds  a crock,  and  the  buyer  refused  to  pay  unless  I did  so.  There  being  no 
summary  jurisdiction  for  settling  disputes,  the  matter  stood  over  for  some  time,  and  I 
processed  the  party  at  the  quarter  sessions,  and  got  a decree,  which  decree  I never  could 
execute,  as  the  party  sailed  to  America,  and  took  the  price  along  with  him. 

9763.  If  the  firkins  exceed  seventy-four  pounds,  will  the  seller  be  paid  for  the  odd 
pounds  ? — I am  not  aware  of  the  practice  here,  but  I believe  he  will.  In  consequence  of 
the  resolutions,  and  my  remarks  coming  out  publicly,  the  Marquess  of  Downshire  and 
his  tenants  thought  the  matter  of  great  importance,  and  a meeting  was  held  at  the  Plough 
Hotel,  Belfast,  when  it  was  agreed  to  hold  a meeting  at  Hillsborough,  which  was  held 
accordingly.  A trial  took  place  here  in  a case  where  a merchant  bought  a quantity  of 
wheat  sent  in  by  Lord  Downshire,  and  gave  a ticket  with  the  words  “113  pounds  to  the 
hundred-weight and  the  magistrates  at  once  decided  to  fine  him  in  the  sum  of  £5.  I 
can  hand  to  you  a list  of  the  gentlemen  and  farmers  of  three  counties  who  approved  of 
these  resolutions.  The  Committee  was  dissolved,  owing  to  a difference  of  opinion  at  the 
time  of  getting  the  Improvement  Bill. 

9764.  Perhaps  you  would  now  tell  us  what  you  complain  of  at  the  present  time? — My 
wish  is  that  there  should  be  one  universal  system,  not  confined  to  Ireland,  but  extended 
to  the  three  kingdoms ; for  if  you  refer  to  the  papers  of  Glasgow  or  of  Liverpool,  you  will 
find  the  same  difference  of  system  there.  In  the  pork  market,  at  present,  the  buyers 
deduct  eleven  pounds  off  each  pig,  and  2 d.  porterage,  and  buy  by  120  pounds. 

9765.  What  is  the  2d.  porterage  supposed  to  cover  ? — It  is  intended  to  cover  the  carry- 
ing of  the  pig  to  the  store,  but  in  reality  it  covers  a great  deal  more. 

9766.  Does  not  the  farmer  generally  deliver  the  pig  himself? — He  does.  I have  myself 
delivered  it,  and  paid  the  2d.  porterage. 

9767.  Do  they  deduct  more  than  eleven  pounds  on  a wet  day? — I never  heard  that  they 
did  here. 

9768.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  merchants  bringing  the  weight  from  short  into  long 
hundred-weight,  so  that  the  farmer  will  lose  one  pound  more? — Not  in  this  market.  There 
is  one  matter  connected  with  the  dealing  in  pigs  which  dissatisfies  the  farmer.  At  present, 
after  the  pig  is  sold,  the  person  appointed  by  the  Council  tries  them.  He  does  not  try 
them  all,  and  wo  think,  and  we  havo  a resolution  to  that  effect,  that  it  would  be  conducive 
to  a regular  mode  of  business,  and  prevent  disputes  between  buyer  and  seller,  to  have  the 
pigs  all  inspected  before  they  are  offered  for  sale. 

9769-  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a sworn  inspector? — Yes;  or  inspectors,  if 
necessary, . belonging  to  the  market.  When  the  pig  went  to  the  stores  the  farmer  met  a 
man  at  the  gate  with  a large  knife  to  cut  the  pig  for  the  purpose  of  inspection,  and  some- 
times the  farmer  would  give  him  the  price  of  a glass,  or  6 d.  or  Is.  perhaps,  to  prevent  him 
from  going  too  deep  with  the  knife.  We  do  not  like  to  have  the  inspecting  done  by  an 
interested  party  at  all ; but  we  should  like  to  see  it  confined  to  the  public  markets.  Where 
there  is  an  honest  merchant  we  often  find  that  he  has  a dishonest  man.  Again,  it  is  not 
long  since  the  merchants  had  been  in  the  habit  of  putting  forward,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Boason,  a notice  as  to  the  best  mode  of  killing  the  pigs.  In  the  last  notice  I saw  it 
resolved  that  if  the  farmers  continued  to  secure  the  pigs  by  cords,  they  would  inflict  a fine 
upon  each  pig.  In  reference  to  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  I would  make  one  remark. 

I sold  a load  of  grass  at  a fair  here,  and  I could  not  get  the  party  to  pay  the  money.  I 
called  upon  Mr.  Treacy,  the  magistrate,  to  have  him  brought  up  at  once.  Mr.  Treacy  told 
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me  it  was  the  practice  of  the  court  to  issue  a summons  in  the  first  instance,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  not  getting  the  man  brought  up  at  once,  I lost  the  price  of  the  load  of  grass, 
and  had  to  pay  the  expense  of  a warrant.  Again,  I sold  a load  of  hay  in  another  market, 
and  I had  to  come  again  before  Mr.  Treacv,  and  I urged  upon  him  to  have  the  man  brought 
up.  Mr.  Treacy  said  he  would  not  be  dictated  to  by  me,  and  that  he  would  comply  with 
the  rules  laid  down.  Then  if  the  value  of  the  article  is  over  £5,  you  have  no  remedy  but 
to  wait  until  the  sessions ; and  if  the  party  you  sold  to  be  a dishonest,  person,  ho  may  go 
away  and  take  your  property  to  England  or  Scotland,  and  you  can  do  nothing,  although 
perhaps  the  value  of  the  amount  in  dispute  might  not  have  exceeded  5s.  I am  of  opinion 
that  such  matters  should  be  settled  upon  the  day  when  they  occur,  for  it  is  inconvenient 
for  the  farmers  to  come  again. 

9770.  Do  you  think  £5  ought  to  refer  to  the  amount  in  dispute,  and  not  the  entire  value 

of  the  article  ? Clearly  so  ; and  I think  there  should  bo  a qualified  man  to  be  able  to 

explain  to  the  magistrates  where  any  difficulty  arises  with  regard  to  the  matter  in  dispute. 

9771.  Do  you  think  the  farmers,  generally,  would  object  to  pay  a small  charge  for  good 
accommodation  ? — No,  I think  they  would  be  quite  willing  to  do  so. 

9772.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  all  agricultural  produce  standing  beam,  to 
the  pound,  and  abolishing  all  deduction  ? — Most  certainly.  At  present  if  you  take  up  the 
Belfast  papers,  the  prices  quoted  are  not  the  real  prices.  The  market  note  handed  in  from 
the  Town  Council  itself  does  not  show  the  actual  price.  It  is  a deception  upon  the  public, 
and  I think  the  real  prices  ought  to  be  known  in  every  instance. 

9773.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  obliging  the  officers  in  charge  of  markets  to  prepare, 
regularly,  authentic  statistical  returns  ? — Certainly. 

9774.  Would  you  have  the  markets  commence  at  certain  stated  hours,  by  ring  of  bell? 

Decidedly,  and  let 'the  magistrates,  farmers,  and  persons  in  trade,  arrange  what  the  hour 

should  be  in  each  market,  I may  remark,  in  reference  again  to  jurisdiction  in  cases  of 
dispute  in  the  markets,  that  the  causes  of  these  disputes  are  not  generally  known  until 
after  the  magistrate’s  court  has  risen ; and  it  would  be  necessary,  in  order  to  meet  such  cases, 
that  some  person,  such  as  the  Mayor,  should  be  appointed,  who  could  be  appealed  to  at 
once ; or  a person  could  be  appointed  to  take  charge  of  a certain  number  of  fairs  and 
markets,  and  let  him  attend  there  at  particular  hours,  and  let  a magistrate  wait  with  him. 

Mr.  James  Stewart  examined. 

9775.  Do  you  reside  in  Belfast? — I do. 

9776.  Do  you  buy  flax? — Yes  ; I have  to  say  in  reference  to  a statement  which  has  been 
made  here  by  Robert  Murray,  that  I told  him,  when  1 went  to  his  cart  to  buy  flax,  that 
1 only  bought  by  the  stone.  He  made  a statement  about  a pound  of  flax  he  lost  that  day 
week,  and  said  he  would  sell  by  the  hundred-weight.  I repeated  that  I only  bought  by 
the  stone  of  twenty-four  and  a half  pounds,  the  half-pound  being  for  tare. 

9777.  There  is  no  mention  of  the  half-pound  in  your  ticket? — That  is  a mistake  of  the 
printer;  I never  bought  flax  by  twenty-four  pounds.  Then  when  this  man  came  back  he 
wanted  me  to  quit  paying  another  man  for  flax,  in  order  to  take  in  his  flax;  I would  not  do 
so,  and  he  got  into  a great  passion.  When  1 had  finished,  1 said,  “throw  in  your  flax  now,” 
and  lie  said  he  would  take  it  somewhere  else  and  get  more  for  it.  I said,  I would  make  him 
give  it  to  me ; and  he  said  he  would  not,  and  went  out  of  the  yard. 

9778.  He  said  that  six  or  seven  stone  were  weighed  by  you  in  an  ounscl,  and  that  those 
very  stones  which  you  refused  as  light,  were  each  three-quarter  pounds  too  heavy 
when  weighed  in  the  public  scales  down  weight  ? — I did  not  refuse  them ; I merely  com- 
plained of  them  being  light.  When  he  came  back  1 asked  for  the  ticket  of  the  weight  in 
stones,  and  he  had  none,  and  1 said  I would  not  take  them  by  the  hundred-weight. 

9779.  Are  your  ounsels  correct? — I havo  found  them  correct  with  every  other  person’s 
flax. 

9780.  Would  you  pass  twenty-four  and  a-half  pounds  standing  beam  ? — I would. 

9781.  When  he  brought  the  flax  back,  and  you  found  it  was  heavy,  why  did  you  not 
take  it? — 1 offered  to  take  it  by  the  stone. 

9782.  If  he  had  given  you  the  flax  the  second  time  he  came,  he  would  havo  lost  six  and 
a-half  pounds,  besides  the  half-pound  on  every  stone  ? — It  might  have  been  damp. 

9783.  What  difference  would  it  have  made  to  you  whether  you  took  it  by  the  hundred- 
weight or  the  stone  ? — It  is  not  the  custom  with  me  to  take  it  by  the  hundred-weight. 

9784.  Would  you  have  taken  it  the  first  time  if  he  had  left  it? — I would. 

9785.  Would  you  have  given  him  the  full  price  for  each  of  his  bundles? — I would. 

9786.  One  thing  is  quite  clear,  that  your  ounsels  are  perfectly  wrong — I do  not  know 
what  he  may  have  done  in  going  to  the  crane.  He  may  have  changed  the  flax. 

Mr.  James  Fowler  examined. 

9787.  Are  you  a member  of  the  Farming  Society  at  Hillsborough  ? — I am. 

9788.  Do  you  consider  the  regulations  in  the  grain  trade  here  satisfactory? — Ido. 

9789.  Would  you  object  to  be  obliged  to  make  use  of  a properly-arranged  public  market? 
— I would  not. 

9790.  Do  you  think  the  farmers,  generally,  would  object  ? — They  would  not;  but  to  such  a 
clause  as  was  attempted  to  be  brought  in  by  the  Belfast  Improvement  Act,  which  would 
oblige  parties  to  take  the  grain  past  the  millers’  doors  into  Belfast,  get  it  weighed  there,  and 
take  it  back  again,  which  would  be  very  injurious.  In  several  instances,  parties  out  two  or 
three  or  four  miles  have  been  fined  for  selling  potatoes. 
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9791.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  removing  the  fairs  out  of  the  streets  to  enclosed  fair- 
greens  ? — I think  it  would  tend  much  to  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

9792.  Do  you  think  the  farmers,  generally,  would  object  to  pay  a small  toll  for  a good 
standing  ? — t think  they  would  pay  a small  toll ; but  the  system  of  putting  power  into  the 
hands  of  a common  bailiff  to  swear  parties  is  a most  pernicious  one.  That  system  is  still 
pursued  at  one  place. 

9793.  Is  that  at  Lisburn  ? — It  is. 


BELFAST, 
15th  January,  1853. 

662. 

Mr.  James  Fowler. 


Mr.  John  Campbell  examined.  ggg 

9794.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a pork  merchant.  Mr.  John  Campbell. 

9795.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinions  of  the  previous  witnesses  ?— There  were  some  exag- 
gerations ; and,  if  I may  be  allowed  to  say  it,  mis-statements,  which  I wish  to  rectify.  Our 
mode  of  purchasing  pork  is  not,  as  it  has  been  described,  a novel  system.  It  has  been  inhe- 
rited from  I do  not  know  how  many  generations,  and  it  is  perfectly  well  known  that  the 
trade  purchase  by  120  pounds.  I have  seen  the  opinion  of  counsel,  which  stated  that  there 
was  nothing  illegal  in  purchasing  by  any  multiple  of  the  pound,  and,  therefore,  the  trade 
continued  to  do  so.  With  regard  to  the  sub  ject  of  tare,  that  is  a matter  in  which  there  is 
more  difficulty ; however,  I think  it  is  perfectly  clear  what  the  origin  of  the  tare  was.  On 
the  opposite  coast  of  Scotland,  the  farmers  kill  the  pigs  themselves,  and  take  them  to  the 
market  town  deprived  of  the  head  and  feet,  like  a carcass  of  beef. 

9796.  Would  it  not  be  better  for  the  farmers  here  to  cut  them  off  and  sell  them  sepa- 
rately ? — The  merchants  have  often  taken  that  into  consideration.  In  the  same  way  with 
the  custom  of  2d.  a pig  porterage.  The  trade  at  first  was  in  a very  small  compass  ; and, 
doubtless,  it  was  removing  the  pig  off  the  countryman’s  cart,  when  perhaps  there  were  only 
ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  pigs  purchased  in  a day,  which  was  not  very  extravagant.  If  you 
had  seen  the  operation  of  removing  the  pigs  off  the  cart,  you  would  perhaps  admit  that  a 
person  accustomed  to  it,  would  do  it  much  more  effectually,  than  an  unskilled  farmer’s 
servant.  As  to  the  deductions,  I have  always  seen  the  weight  put  into  the  corner  of  the 
scale,  although  Mr.  Woods  described  them  as  being  concealed  in  a bag,  so  that,  for  all  the 
farmers  knew,  they  might  have  been  fourteen  pounds.  Mr.  Woods  stated  in  his  evidence,  that 
when  the  present  Council  took  possession  of  the  markets,  the  butter  and  pork  merchants 
joined  in  a conspiracy  to  put  120  pounds  upon  the  ticket  for  the  first  time.  Now,  the  fact 
is,  that  that  form  of  ticket  was  in  use  since  the  time  an  opinion  was  received  from  counsel, 
and  was  continued  in  use,  and  when  the  Council  gave  the  full  weight  in  their  ticket,  we 
deducted  the  tare.  That  course  was  followed  until  1848,  when  Mr.  Woods,  in  the  name  of 
Mr.  Coates,  brought  an  action  against  the  Messrs.  Sinclair,  for  buying  by  the  120  pounds. 

The  action  was  defended,  and,  of  course,  as  might  be  expected,  it  was  decided  that  we  had 
a right  to  buy  by  the  120  pounds;  and,  also,  in  favour  of  the  legality  of  the  custom  of  3c7. 
a pig  ; but  the  question  as  regarded  the  eleven  pounds  tare,  which  was  not  iucluded  in  the 
ticket,  was  decided  in  favour  of  Mr.  Woods.  Our  counsel,  Mr.  Eoss  Moore,  told  us  that 
we  could  obviate  all  difficulty  by  entering  the  amount  in  the  ticket.  The  provision  mer- 
chants of  the  town  felt  that  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  meeting,  declaring  the  deduc- 
tions to  be  illegal,  were  an  imputation  upon  their  character,  and  a certain  spirit  of  opposition 
was  engendered.  If  the  farmers  had  treated  us  something  more  in  the  spirit  of  gentlemen, 
arid  in  a friendly  manner,  asked  us  to  change  the  mode  of  buying,  they  would  have  been 
met  in  a proper  spirit ; but,  in  place  of  that,  they  dragged  us  into  courts  of  law,  and  endea- 
voured to  blacken  the  character  of  the  merchants  of  the  town.  After  we  had  defended 
ourselves  in  courts  of  law,  before  the  opening  of  the  new  season,  the  farmers  sent  a request 
to  the  merchants  to  meet  them  on  a deputation.  Lord  Downshire’s  agent  was  present,  and 
Mr.  Lindsay,  and  an  explanation  was  entered  into,  and  both  parties  broke  up  with  a better 
feeling  towards  each  other.  Our  deputation  reported  to  the  meeting,  and  the  trade  was 
decidedly  in  favour  of  some  change,  for  we  all  admitted  that  the  contract  was  both  intricate 
aud  complicated,  but  it  was  thought,  after  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  treated  by  the 
farmers’  committee,  that  was  not  the  time  to  make  the  change,  more  particularly  as  we  had 
done  nothing  illegal.  I -would  have  no  objection  at  all  to  a change  in  the  form  of  the 
contract,  and  I know  that  the  opinion  of  the  principal  merchants  of  the  trade  is.  that  if  the 
law  makes  any  system  general,  it  is  a matter  of  perfect  indifference  to  them.  There  were 
some  members  of  the  trade  who  thought  it  an  advantage  to  have  the  quotations  higher 
than  other  places,  but  it  was  not  my  opinion  ; I think  it  perfectly  absurd.  In  order  to  put 
ourselves  out  of  the  power  of  litigation,  we  passed  a resolution  to  pay  for  odd  pounds  under 
the  quarter  of  120  pounds,  at  the  same  rate  as  the  whole,  which  had  not  been  the  custom 
previously  in  the  trade.  There  were  one  or  two  points  which  Sir.  Eea  mentioned,  regarding 
market  accommodation,  to  which  I wish  to  allude.  We  have  to  express  our  thanks  to  the 
Council,  for  their  general  disposition  to  meet  us ; but  the  amount  of  accommodation  provided 
in  the  pork  market  is  not  such  as  to  warrant  high  eulogium  being  passed  upon  it. 

9797.  What  do  you  complain  of  as  insufficient? — It  is  partially  enclosed,  but  without 
any  protection  whatever  from  the  weather.  The  buyers  and  sellers  are  completely  exposed 
to  the  storms  of  rain  which  we  have  had  this  winter,  and  this  has  driven  many  buyers  from 
the  market. 

9798.  Do  you  consider  that  there  is  sufficient  weighing  accommodation? — What  are 
called  farmers’  pigs  are  almost  altogether  weighed  there ; and  I think  if  there  were  pro- 
tection from  the  weather,  that  the  farmers  could  hardly  expect  the  Council  to  do  more  for 
them.  The  dealers’  lots  are  hardly  ever  weighed  in  the  market.  The  dealers  do  not  sell 
until  half  an  hour  after  the  farmers’  market  commences  ; and,  at  the  present  rate  of  tolls, 
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BKLFAST,  which  the  Council  has  thought  fit  to  levy  upon  dealers’  lots,  they  consider  quite  out  of 
l8»ft  January,  1853.  proportion  to  the  comforts  conferred.  Some  years  ago  the  charge  was  only  Id.  upon 
003  dealers’  lots,  and  it  was  subsequently  raised  to  2d.  a pig,  and  3d.  is  charged  for  the  farmers’ 

Mr  John  Campbell  pigs-  The  dealers  think  that  too  high  ; and  the  result  is,  that  many  of  them  deliver  at  the 

. merchants’  yard,  without  going  to  the  market  at  all.  I know  from  one  of  the  most  extensive 

dealers  that  if  the  charge  were  reduced  again  to  Id.,  it  is  more  than  probable  they  would 
all  come  back  to  the  market. 

9799.  Would  it  not  be  a great  advantage,  that  in  a public  market  you  could  obtain  proper 

agricultural  statistics  ? — It  would  he  a matter  of  the  utmost  importance  to  have  accurate 
returns  of  that  kind.  The  present  officer  of  the  Corporation  has  given  every  satisfaction  to 
the  farmers  with  regard  to  inspection,  and,  with  very  few  exceptions,  has  given  satisfaction 
to  the  purchasers.  The  mode  of  inspection  requires  some  explanation.  A great  many 
farmers  have  three  or  four  or  five  pigs  in  a cart,  which  they  bring  packed  up  and  bolstered 

with  straw  to  please  the  eye,  and  it  is  impossible  that  any  man,  or  half  a dozen  of  men, 

could  inspect  them  properly  in  the  market.  The  merchants  agreed,  some  years  since,  that 
in  case  of  any  thing  being  discovered  in  the  yards,  which  had  escaped  the  public  inspection 
in  the  market,  the  inspector  should  be  sent  for,  and  he  invariably  came  down  and  inspected 
them  where  he  had  a better  opportunity  of  doing  so  than  at  the  public  market.  The  rule 
established  was  that  if,  upon  re-inspection,  the  inspector  said  there  should  be  no  reduction, 
his  decision  was  at  once  assented  to  ; hut  if  he  thought  fit  to  alter  his  first  opinion,  and 
considered,  upon  re-inspection,  that  the  merchant  was  entitled  to  a reduction,  it  was 
immediately  settled  by  the  mutual  consent  of  the  buyer  and  the  seller.  It  was  also  recom- 
mended by  the  merchants  that  the  farmers,  when  they  knew  that  a pig  was  measly  or 
defective,  should  point  it  out  in  the  public  market,  and  have  the  price  fixed,  so  as  to  obviate 
any  disagreeable  feeling  which  might  arise  afterwards.  As  to  fixing  the  price  of  measled 
pork,  that  must  entirely  be  left  to  mutual  contract ; no  rule  could  be  established  which 
would  hind  both  parties- 

9800.  Would  you  be  m favour,  if  it  were  made  a general  law,  of  abolishing  all  deductions, 
and  paying  the  farmer  for  the  exact  quantity  he  has,  of  course  regulating  your  price 
accordingly  ? — I think  the  simpler  the  contract  is  made  the  better  for  all  parties,  and  I 
think  every  change  ought  to  be  made  uniform  over  the  three  kingdoms,  and  not  confined  to 
Ireland  alone. 


664.  Mr.  John  Smith  examined, 

olm  Smith.  ggol.  Do  you  reside  in  Belfast? — I do. 

9802.  Are  you  in  the  butter  trade  ? — I am.  There  is  one  great  grievance  here  of  which 
I have  to  complain,  that  is  regarding  the  empty  casks  which  are  made  by  what  are  called 
country  jobbers,  who  live  five,  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  miles  from  Belfast,  which  wo  generally 
find  to  weigh  two  or  three  pounds  more  than  is  branded  upon  them,  and  by  which  we 
have  suffered  very  serious  losses.  I have,  myself,  shipped  butter,  upon  which,  in  the  course 
often  days,  I would  have  to  allow  an  average  of  one  and  a half  pounds  upon  one  hundred 
and  fifty  firkins,  and  that  is  a very  serious  loss.  In  the  summer  months,  when  the  butter  is 
extremely  soft,  we  cannot  turn  it  out  to  ascertain  the  tare.  Another  matter  which  prevails 
here  very  much  is  this — if  I say  to  any  farmer  that  I will  strip  his  butter,  he  will  say,  “ if 
you  do,  I will  never  sell  to  you  again.”  I have  known  sellers  take  the  butter  off  to  country 
markets,  rather  than  stand  the  test  of  justice. 

9803.  Are  the  two  pounds  you  deduct  supposed  to  cover  that  ? — I think  it  is  for  loss  of 
weight  in  the  butter,  for  it  may  be  correct  in  the  morning,  and  the  next  day  be  one  pound 
less  ; and  in  summer  I find  that  the  firkins  lose  a great  deal. 

9804.  What  are  the  firkins  genei-ally  branded  ? — Fourteen  pounds. 

9805.  Do  you  pay  for  over  seventy  pounds  ? — We  do  for  all  branded  by  the  Town  Council, 
which  is  the  only  honest  brand. 

9806.  Do  you  give  a preference  to  those  branded  by  the  Town  Council  ? — Decidedly. 

9807.  Would  the  not  paying  for  more  than  seventy  pounds  make  up  for  the  super  tares'? 
— I do  not  think  it  would;  for  the  farmers  know  how  to  weigh  at  home,  and  only  just 
make  them  seventy  pounds,  and  two  pounds  beamage. 

9808.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  firkins  branded  before  sale  by  some  officer  of  . 
the  market  ? — Yes,  if  there  were  any  Act  passed  relating  to  these  matters ; the  firkins  should 
be  all  branded  by  the  officer,  with  the  proper  allowance  for  soakage,  which  would  be  one 
and  a half  pounds,  or  one  and  three-fourth  pounds. 

9809.  Would  the  allowance  for  soakage  laid  down  by  the  Town  Council  be  a fair  one  to 
adopt  ? — I think  they  are  too  liberal  upon  the  side  of  the  farmers.  I re-tared  some  casks 
here,  and  found  one,  which  was  perfectly  dry,  branded  fourteen  pounds,  to  weigh  fifteen 
pounds,  exactly.  I may  say,  also,  that  I have  sometimes  weighed  firkins  from  the  farmers,  of 
which  the  lidsalone  weighed  five  pounds.  It  was  to  meet  the  cry  got  up  about  beamage  that  we 
consented  to  comply  with  the  wish  of  the  Town  Council,  provided  they  would  only  brand 
firkins  which  were  dry  and  good  ; but  many  firkins  are  made  of  flour  staves  and  American 
ash  staves,  which  soak  entirely  too  much. 

9810.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  butter  inspected  by  sworn  and  competent 
inspectors  ? — If  it  were  the  law,  I would  be  in  favour  of  it. 

. 9811.  What  protection  is  there  that  the  merchant  will  qualify  his  butter  fairly  ? — The 
farmer  may  take  butter  to  any  one  else  if  he  does  not  like  the  dealings  of  a merchant. 

, 9812.  But  if  the  firkin  be  tried  several  times,  is  it  not  an  injury  ? — If  the  farmer  finds  the 
butter  injured,  he  will  not  suffer  it  again.  I have  b,een  buying  for  the  last  thirty  years,  and 
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I find  no  objection  of  the  kind.  The  merchant,  however,  would  acquiesce  in  any  regulation 
of  the  kind,  if  it  were  made  general ; but  there  are  a great  many  crocks  and  lumps  which 
could  not  be  inspected. 

9813.  Do  you  consider  the  trade  in  such  a satisfactory  condition  here  as  to  require  no 
change  ? — I do  not  say  that.  The  farmers  can  sell  at  the  different  places  all  round,  and 
every  one  can  buy  and  sell  as  he  pleases  ; but  if  the  farmers  found  that  their  firkins  were 
severely  inspected  and  reduced,  then  they  would  turn  to  crock  butter  and  open  packages. 

9814.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  butter  inspected  and  weighed  before  sale  ?— 
Yes,  I would ; because  it  would  release  us  from  all  trouble  in  bringing  the  trade  to  the 
respectable  standing  which  it  ought  to  have. 

9815.  You  would  not  object  to  buy  in  a general  market? — Certainly  not.  There  have 
been  remarks  made  in  this  court  as  regards  the  butter  trade  acting  in  a manner  not 
consistent  with  the  character  of  men  of  honour  and  integrity.  Now.  as  regards  the 
liberality  of  the  farmers,  I have  pressed  them  very  much  to  patronize  the  Town  Council 
firkins,  and  even  offered  an  inducement  of  6 d.  a firkin  more,  and  yet  I have  known  them,  in 
more  than  twenty  instances,  to  go  and  buy  private  brands. 

9810.  Are  not  all  the  deductions  of  different  kinds  calculated  to  make  one  party  try  and 
take  in  the  other? — I could  not  say  that.  We  have  many  very  honourable  and  respectable 
farmers  here,  but  there  is  no  fixed  system,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  establish  one.  For 
instance,  some  parties  here,  and  I,  to  put  an  end  to  the  system  of  beamage,  agreed  to  buy 
the  butter  net,  and  the  farmers  turned  round  and  would  not  sell  to  us,  because  we  had  to 
reduce  the  butter  \d.  in  the  pound,  to  meet  the  loss  of  the  beamage.  We  were  losing  all 
our  trade,  and  had  just  to  come  back  to  the  old  system.  We  never  entered  into  aresolution 
not  to  go  to  the  new  market,  for  we  would  compete  with  any  man,  in  any  form  or  place. 
The  spirit  of  competition  • is  so  great  that  the  farmers  are  often  too  well  paid.  I would 
prefer,  if  I were  guaranteed  honest  casks,  to  take  the  butter  without  beamage.  The  coopers 
leave  the  casks  in  such  a state,  that  when  brought  to  England,  two  pounds  or  three  pounds 
are  often  taken  off  them,  and  the  purchasers  there  prefer  crock  butter. 

9817-  Will  crock  butter  fetch  a higher  price?— It  will,  if  carefully  kept. 

9818.  How  does  Belfast  butter  rank  at  the  other  side? — It  does  not  come  into  the 
market,  for  this  reason  : the  choice  butter  of  Belfast  is  ordered  direct  by  commission  agents, 
and  we  adopt  nearly  all  our  own  private  shipments.  We  have  one  complaint  against  the 
Council,  that  they  weigh  too  fine,  and  that  it  is  entirely  in  favour  of  the  farmers : the  scales 
formerly  were  eight  inches  from  the  ground,  and  we  got  down  weight ; now  if  it  touches 
at  all  it  is  weight ; and  the  scales  are  not  so  high.  The  party  who  receives  the  greatest 
justice  is  the  seller. 

Mr.  John  Greene  examined. 

9819.  Do  you  reside  near  Belfast? — I do.  There  are  great  complaiuts  among  the 

farmers  of  the  country.  I do  not  know  if  the  system  is  followed  in  Belfast,  that  when 
butter  is  taken  out  of  the  crock,  and  the  crock  weighs  eleven  and  a quarter  pounds,  twelve 
pounds  are  charged  upon  it ; any  broken  part  of  a pound  is  always  charged  as  one  pound  ; 
if  the  butter,  when  put  into  the  crock  weighs  thirty-nine  and  a half  pounds,  there  is  only 
thirty-nine  pounds  given  ; and  twelve  pounds  taken  off,  and  a reduction  of  two  pounds. 
Then,  the  tare  formerly  was  seven  pounds  upon  a pig,  and  it  stood  a good  many  years  at 
that,  until  it  came  on  to  nine  pounds ; it  stood  there  some  years,  and  now  has  got  on  to 
eleven  pounds.  The  farmers  complain  very  much  of  that,  as  a great  grievance ; they  do 
not  accuse  any  of  the  respectable  merchants  of  Belfast,  but  they  complain  very  much  of 
the  system,  and  wish  to  have  it  altered.  There  are  also  great  complaints  about  the  trial 
of  pigs  for  smelling,  and  such  things,  and  the  deductions  in  price.  As  to  porterage,  there 
was  always  porterage  ; but  I suppose  when  it  was  first  charged,  it  was  difficult  to  have  the 
pigs  carried.  We  would  wish  for  an  uniform  system  of  buying  everywhere,  and  to  have 
every  thing  bought  by  fourteen  pounds  to  the  stone,  and  eight  stone  to  the  hundred- 
weight. , .. 

9820.  You  would  abolish  all  deductions  but  the  actual  tare  of  the  empty  sack  or  firkin  ? 
— Certainly. 

9821.  And  have  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the  country  ? — Yes. 

9822.  And  a general  market  for  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce? — Yes;  and  if  it 
could  be  extended  through  the  three  kingdoms  it  would  give  great  satisfaction. 

9823.  Would  you  object  to  being  obliged  to  go  to  such  a market,  and  to  pay  a small  charge 
to  support  it  ? — Certainly  not. 
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Mr.  Arthur  Hill  Thornton. — I wish  to  say  that  the  public  are  very  great  sufferers  here,  666, 

from  the  bread  not  being  made  all  of  one  size  ; and  the  most  respectable  bakers  in  the  Mr.  A.  H.  Thornton, 
trade  have  requested  me  to  convey  their  wishes  to  you,  that  it  is  their  desire,  if  it  comes 
within  your  province,  that  you  should  recommend  to  have  the  law  so  modified  as  to  cause 
bread  to  be  made  of  one  uniform  size— two  pounds,  four  pounds,  and  eight  pounds — as  in 
other  places ; and  let  the  prices  vary.  A great  many  cases  of  fraud  have  come  before  the 
Market  Jury,  where  small  loaves  are  made  up  and  sold  at  Ad.,  and  then  again  sold  by  the 
huxters  and  shopkeepers  for  fid.  pit, 

9824.  You  think  there  ought  to  be  an  uniform  system  of  dealing;  that  the  price 
ought  to  vary,  but  the  weight  be  always  the  same  ? — Yes ; and  the  most  respectable  bakers 
are  of  the  same  opinion.  The  Bill' of  the  late  Sir  Michael  O’Loghlen  is  defective  as 
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BELFAST,  regards  bread;  it  requires  bakers  to  keep  weights  and  scales,  but  there  is  not  a standard 
nth  January,  1853.  weight.  You  can  insist  upon  the  bakers  weighing  and  showing  you  the  exact  weight,  but 
666.  tliat  is  ’ and  1 do  not  Relieve  that  alone  was  the  intention  of  the  Act.  There  is  another 
.Mr.  A.  h.  Thornton  ma^ei’  vas^  importance,  that  is,  the  inspection  of  provisions,  and  of  weights  and  measures. 

There  seems  to  be  an  opinion  prevailing,  that  if  they  are  inspected  in  the  market  it  is 
sufficient.  Now,  I have  inspected  weights  and  measures  largely  in  this  town,  and  I say 
they  never  can  be  inspected  properly  and  efficiently  but  by  visiting  the  sliops,  and  stores, 
and  wherever  goods  are  made  up  for  sale,  and  examining  the  goods,  and  condemning  them  if 
they  are  fraudulently  or  illegally  weighed,  or  unwholesome  and  unfit  for  use.  Milk  here 
is  much  inferior  to  what  it  is  in  other  places.  The  inspection  ought  to  ,go  much  farther 
than  it  does.  Another  matter  which  I consider  of  great  importance  is  the  necessity  of 
preventing  persons  from  setting  up  places  for  purchase  at  a distance  from  the  town.  We 
looked  after  cattle  and  pigs  here  very  carefully,  to  prevent  unsound  meat  from  being 
brought  in  ; but  the  jurisdiction  only  extended  three  miles,  and  people  went  beyond  that 
and  bought  it,  and  brought  it  into  Belfast. 

9825.  Is  not  three  miles  a fair  extent  for  the  limits  of  a market?— I think  seven  miles 
would  be  a very  good  and  rational  extent,  as  laid  down  by  Blackstone,  the  third  of  a day’s 
journey.  I wish,  also,  strongly  to  impress  upon  you  the  injury  done  by  selling  goods  upon 
the  highways : when  people  go  out  there  to  purchase,  they  do  not  go  to  serve  the  farmers, 
but  to  defraud  them ; and  the  object  of  the  Farmers’  Committee  was  to  render  the  buyer,’ 
as  well  as  the  seller,  liable  to  be  fined  for  breaking  the  law  in  such  cases.  We  consider 
that  a person  should  be  free  to  buy  or  sell  at  his  own  manufactory  or  premises ; and  we 
would  give  all  the  liberty  which  is  necessary — for  instance,  a flour  miller,  like  Alr.  Hunter, 
of  Dunmurry,  living  within  the  manor,  but  four  miles  out  of  town,  should  not  be  prevented 
from  buying  at  his  own  place;  but  persons  living  close  to  Belfast  should  not  be  allowed 
the  same  privilege.  There  is  no  market  which  has  shown  the  effects  of  bad  and  »-ood 
management  more  than  that  of  Belfast.  I can  remember  for  close  upon  fifty  years  back ; 1 
remember  the  rector  and  sovereign  of  the  town  performing  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the 
markets;  and  the  markets  were  well  regulated  up  to  the  time  that  different  interests 
became  concerned ; when  Sir  Edward  Mayne  got  the  grain  market  established,  and  the 
late  Robert  Montgomery  established  the  cattle  market.  Smithfield  market’  was  the 
perquisite  allowed  to  the  sovereign  of  the  town,  for  his  trouble  in  acting  as  chief  magistrate: 
but  when  adverse  interests  got  up  it  ceased  to  be  his  duty  to  attend  to  driving  the  people 
into  the  markets,  and  they  then  first  got  into  disorder,  through  the  want  of  any  person 
in  authority  visiting  them;  the  farmers  were  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  the  liberty  of 
selling  at  other  places;  I found  that  there  were  120  places  for  selling  along  the  road  ; and 
every  species  of  fraud  which  could  possibly  be  practised  by  roguish  ingenuity  was  carried 
on  there.  , The  farmers,  under  the  circumstances,  were  glad  to  find  a retreat  in  the 
merchants’  stores.  Now,  I do  not  believe  that  there  are  more  honourable  high-minded 
men  than  the  merchants  here ; but  there  is  another  class  of  men  who  were  in  the  habit  of 
introducing  every  species  of  disorder,  beamage,  and  cribbago,  which  they  went  on 
increasing  step  by  step.  I remember  when  the  beamage  was  but  five  pounds,  and  I also 
remember  when  it  was  fourteen  pounds,  on  a pig,  until  it  was  brought  down  to  eleven 
pounds  by  a resolution  of  the  merchants.  In  some  places  they  put  the  eleven  pounds 
openly  in  the  scale,  but  in  other  places  they  put  it  on  the  end  of  the  beam,  rolled  in  a 
piece  of  sacking.  I remember  myself  once  going  as  foreman  of  the  Market  Jury,  and 
asking  what  it  was  which  was  hung  upon  the  end  of  the  beam,  the  weighmaster  said  it  was 
the  usual  allowance ; I asked  what  the  weight  was,  he  said  he  did  not  know,  but  whatever  it 
was  it  was  agreed  to  by  the  merchants ; at  my  request  he  took  it  out,  and  the  weight  was 
fourteen  pounds  and  some  ounces.  Then,  as  to  the  selling  of  butter,  some  men  will  not 
buy  at  all  from  any  man  who  has  other  customers. 

9826.  Would  it  not  be  very  desirable  to  have  all  butter  weighed  and  inspected  in  the 
market  before  it  is  sold? — I always  advocated  it  most  strenuously.  I think  there  should 
be  a penalty  for  not  bringing  it  in  and  setting  it  down  for  sale  in  the  market;  and  I am 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  should  bo  all  inspected  before  being  offered  for  sale.  Between 
first  and  second  butter  there  is  really  no  difference  in  quality;  the  second  is  as  good  as 
the  first;  if  it  is  any  worse  it  is  made  third;  but  it  is  only  the  alteration  in  colour  which 
makes  it  second. 

9827.  Not  generally  speaking?— It  certainly  has  been,  the  practice  here;  the  second 
butter  will  get  as  good  a sale  in  Manchester  and  other  places  as  the  first.  The  want  of 
proper  branding  of  the  firkins  leads  to  immense  frauds  upon  both  sides.  I would  have 
them  all  branded  under  authority,  in  the  hands  of  a person  of  respectability.  One  farmer 
may  fill  a firkin  in  a day,  but  another,  who  has  only  one  cow,  may  take  three  months  in 
filling  it,  and  of  course- it  will  then  soak  much  more  than  if  it  were  filled  in  a short  time; 
so  that  the  man  who  branded  casks  should  be  competent  to  judge  regarding  soaka^c' 
Again  we  have  got  into  the  habit  here  of  purchasing  pork  by  the  120  pounds- every  thine 
should  be  weighed  by  the  100  pounds. 

9828.  According  to  the  decimal  system  ? — Yes. 

9S29.  Is  not  the  120  pounds  something  on  that  scale  ?— It  is;  but  there  is  no  reason  for 
going  beyond  the  100  pounds.  It  was  first  made  1 1 2 pounds,  to  cover  the  loss  upon  articles 
subject  to  loss— such  as  corn.  In  other  countries,  where  they  weigh  by  100  pounds,  it 
greatly  simplifies  the  transaction.  There  might  bo  some  difficulty  at  first,  as  it  would 
cause  an  alteration  in  the  weights  and  measures;  but  once  introduced,  it  would  be  a Croat 
•advantage.  ° 
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9830.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  buying  corn  by  tbe  stone  or  the  bun dred- weight  ?. — 
Altogether  in  favour  of  buying  by  the  100  pounds. 

9831.  But  if  that  system  were  not  carried  out  ? — Then  buying  by  the  stone  would  be  a 
simple  system.  The  only  objection  would  be,  that  it  would  introduce  so  many  fractions. 

X also  wish  to  allude  to  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  which,  I think,  by  no  means  goes 
far  enough.  The  business  of  the  magistrates  here  is  over,  generally,  about  one  o’clock, 
and  the  farmer  does  not  know  what  grievance  he  has  to  suffer  until  after  that;  for  the 
dealer  will  take  care  he  shall  not  know  it  until  it  is  too  late  for  summary  jurisdiction  that 
day. 

9832.  I should  rather  think  the  magistrates  do  not  adjudicate  after  leaving  the  bench, 
for  the  pin-pose  of  making  an  example ; for  the  matter  will  not  get  such  publicity  as  it 
would  when  decided  upon  the  bench  ? — I do  not  think  that  sufficient.  Several  years  back 
the  sovereign  adjudicated  at  his  own  house ; and  the  only  difficulty  I see  is  the  trouble  it 
would  give  to  the  magistrates,  being  under  the  necessity  of  attending  to  such  matters, 
perhaps,  until  four  o’clock.  The  law  is  very  defective  as  regards  summary  jurisdiction. 

9833.  You  would,  of  course,  be  in  favour  of  having  all  produce  coming  into  the  town 
weighed  in  the  public  scales  ? — I would,  decidedly ; for  human  nature  must  be  greatly- 
changed  before  men  can  be  trusted,  “when  self  the  wavering  balance  shakes.”  Many 
respectable  merchants  know  nothing  of  the  frauds  caused ; for  there  are  servants  who 
think  to  please  the  master  by  acting  dishonestly  in  his  favour.  Great  care  should  be  taken 
to  secure  proper  inspection  in  the  pork  trade,  and  the  power  of  settling  disputes  between 
the  buyer  and  the  seller. 

9834.  Have  you  any  remarks  to  make  regarding  flax  ? — There  is  no  article  in  the  trade 
regarding  which  there  is  so  much  wrong  inflicted,  and  so  much  confusion,  as  in  flax.  There 
was  a gentleman  here  who  bad  a large  quantity  of  tow,  on  Saturday,  for  which  he  was  told 
he  would  get  a certain  price  per  hundred-weight,  with  which  he  was  well  satisfied ; but 
when  lie  came  to  be  paid,  ten  pounds  a hundred-weight  were  taken  off  it.  Tallow,  hides, 
and  all  other  articles  of  the  kind  sold,  ought  to  be  exposed  for  sale  in  tbe  public  market. 
With  regard  to  butter,  the  great  advantage  of  a market  is  entirely  abrogated  by  the  practice 
here.  When  it  is  not  set  down  in  the  market  for  sale,  the  shopkeeper  or  private  individual 
has  no  opportunity  of  getting  it  except  in  the  merchants’  stores.  I was  at  a meeting  of 
the  butter  trade,  in  Manchester,  and  I encouraged  two  men  to  come  to  buy  in  this  market, 
and  when  they  came  over  they  told  me  they  could  not  get  a single  firkin ; it  was  all 
brought  into  the  market  and  carried  away  to  the  customers.  I do  not  approve  of  the  grada- 
tion made  in  the  price  between  first  and  second  butter.  In  place  of  there  being  \d.  difference 
between  first  and  second,  very  generally  there  will  not  be  more  than  \d.,  in  consequence 
of  the  great  competition  for  seconds.  Let  it  be  sold  at  the  value  which  the  purchaser 
thinks  it  is  worth,  and  no  absolute  fixed  price. 

Mr.  Francis  Rea With  regard  to  the  inspection  of  weights  and  measures,  the  manage- 

ment of  it  is  under  my  direction,  acting  under  the  instructions  of  the  Market  Committee, 
which  are  only  to  search  for  and  seize  illegal  and  false  weights  and  measures.  We  have  no 
power  to  adjust  or  stamp.  We  had  2,000  notices  printed,  setting  forth  the  30th  section  of  the 
8th  and  9th  Victoria,  giving  ample  time  to  all  the  shopkeepers  of  Belfast  to  have  their  weights 
sent  to  the  county  inspector,  and  properly  adjusted  and  stamped.  It  is  the  determination 
of  the  Council  to  enforce  the  rules.  With  regard  to  the  inspection  of  provisions  we  have 
not  been  idle.  We  can  only  act  when  we  come  upon  these  tilings,  or  get  information.  I 
have  here  a book  in  which  I record  all  the  convictions  and  fines,  and  1 see  that  upon  the 
9th  of  November  a person  was  brought  before  Mr.  Treacy  for  selling  a poor  woman  one 
pound  of  unsound  bacon,  and  fined  £1 ; on  the  20th  of  November  another  party  was  brought 
up  for  selling  an  unsound  ham,  who  would  have  been  fined,  but  for  the  circumstance  that 
I discovered  he  had  been  in  gaol  in  England  for  smuggling  whiskey,  and  had  an  attack  of 
paralysis ; and  I,  believing  that  lie  could  not  pay,  stated  that  I thought  it  would  fulfil  the 
ends  of  justice  if  lie  were  discharged  with  a caution,  which  was  done.  Another  man  was  fined 
for  selling  unsound  pork,  £l.  On  the  4th  of  December  a man  was  fined  5s.  for  having  an 
unsound  pig.  Another  man  was  fined  for  having  an  unsound  carcass  of  beef. 

9835.  How  many  inspectors  have  you?— Some  six  or  seven.  In  point  of  fact  they  are 

market  patrols  appointed  for  the  purpose.  We  cannot  enter  dwelling-houses  without  a 
complaint  being  made  before  a justice,  who  issues  a warrant.  Any  general  enactment  will 
be,  to  a great  extent,  inoperative,  unless  a magistrate  is  empowered  to  inflict  a fine  upon  the 
buyer  or  the  seller  as  the  case  may  be.  I remember  that  a countryman  in  this  town,  some 
time  ago,  sold  eight  hundred-weight  of  potatoes  to  a shopkeeper;  the  shopkeeper  wanted 
to  make  a heavy  reduction  in  the  price,  which  the  seller  refused  to  allow,  and  the  shop- 
keeper said “1  will  inform  the  clerk  of  the  markets  that  you  have  sold  potatoes  out' of 

the  market,  and  have  you  fined  405.”  The  man  got  frightened,  and  actually  left  the  town 
without  getting  lid.  for  his  potatoes.  Another  case  occurred,  where  a man  sold  a lump  of 
butter  in  a shop,  and  the  buyer  insisted  that  he  had  bought  it  \d.  cheaper  in  the  pound ; 
the  countryman  refused  to  submit  to  the  reduction,  and  the  buyer  actually  brought  him 
to  the  police  office,  and  gave  him  into  custody  for  selling  out  of  the  market.  I happened 
to  be  in  the  police  office  at  the  time,  and  I made  an  effort  to  convict  the  buyer,  as  aider  and 
abetter,  but  Mr.  Treacy  turned  mo  round  upon  a point  of  law.  I have  frequently  regretted 
beino-  obliged  to  proceed  against  the  seller,  but  I have  no  other  course.  The  Town 
Council  brought  in  a bill  in  1850,  in  which  they  endeavoured  to  meet  all  these  points,  but 
it  was  opposed,  and  they  did  not  carry  it.  They  also  endeavoured,  by  the  105th  sectipn 
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of  the  Act,  to  make  it  lawful  for  the  Mayor  to  determine  the  weight  of  bread,  giving  ten 
days’  notice,  with  a fine  of  40s.  for  breaking  the  law. 

9836.  What  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  sales  outside  the  limits  of  the  market  ? — 
That  would  greatly  depend  upon  the  limits  allowed  for  a market.  If  there  were  reason- 
able limits  allowed,  I think  persons  outside  the  boundary  should  be  permitted  to  buy  or 
sell  as  suited  their  convenience.  I do  not  think  two  miles  would  he  an  unreasonable  limit 
at  all,  or  too  large  a jurisdiction ; and  I do  not  think  it  would  cause  any  serious  incon- 
venience. I wish  to  make  a remark  with  regard  to  the  out-trade  here.  It  was  in  the  hands 
of  certain  parties  here,  and  it  was  not  an  uncommon  practice  for  one  of  the  persons  called 
“badgers,”  to  get  a sack  weighed  in  the  scales  correctly,  and  take  it  into  their  own  little 
stores.  Suppose  it  weighed  two  hundred-weight,  three  quarters,  and  fourteen  pounds,  in 
several  instances  the  fourteen  pounds  would  be  taken  out,  and  the  hag  tied  up  with  the 
mark  upon  it.  The  Council  altered  that,  and  now  allow  no  retail  shops  in  the  wholesale 
market. 

Mr.  Bates. — I find  that  the  expenditure  upon  the  markets  was  such,  that  the  Corpora- 
tion are  not  receiving  five  per  cent,  upon  the  money  which  they  have  expended.  You  will 
get  the  precise  amount ; and  I merely  state  that,  at  present,  that  is  what  is  known  to  be 
the  result.  I may  state,  as  explanatory  of  any  thing  irregular  in  the  markets,  upon 
the  part  of  the  merchants  or  the  Council,  that  it  is  very  easily  accounted  for  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  they  have  been  placed.  I do  not  mean  to  offer  any  apology  upon 
the  part  of  the  Council,  because  I believe  it  is  unnecessary ; hut  I should  he  very  sorry  you 
went  away  under  the  impressiou  that  any  portion  of  the  trading  community  have  taken  any 
advantage  of  the  farmers,  except  that  which  necessarily  results  from  the  had  state  of  the 
laws,  and  the  existence  in  so  large  a community  of  some  dishonest  traders,  who  will  be 
found  in  every  place  of  equal  extent.  The  markets  were  established  in  1847.  Up  to  that 
time  all  sales  were  generally  in  the  shops  and  stores.  That,  of  course,  created  a bad  state  of 
things ; so  that  I conceive  it  is  surprising  that  in  so  short  a time  so  much  should  have  been 
done  upon  the  part  of  the  trading  community  themselves  to  remedy  that  state  of  things,  and 
very  little  that  is  irregular  exists,  considering  the  short  time  the  system  has  been  at  work.  I 
know,  myself,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  town,  that  if  we  had  the  benefit  of  more  stringent 
laws,  I do  not  think  there  is  any  community  in  the  world  where  the  farmers,  and  all 
persons  resorting  with  produce,  would  find  fairer  dealing  from  every  class  of  merchants 
and  shopkeepers ; hut  as  long  as  the  laws  are  in  their  present  lax  condition,  it  is  utterly 
impossible  that  we  should  not  have  persons  who  will  avail  themselves  of  that  bad  state  of 
things.  I may  say  this,  that  it  is  most  surprising,  considering  the  recent  establishment  of 
the  markets,  and  the  defective  state  of  the  law,  that  there  have  been  so  few  cases  of  fraud 
existing.  The  Town  Council  are  extremely  anxious  to  do  every  thing  to  secure  to  the 
farmers  coming  here  a system  of  fair  dealing ; and  they  would  go  any  length  to  enforce  it 
if  the  law  would  enable  them.  I have  satisfied  myself  of  one  fact,  that  the  money  they 
have  expended  is  not  now  paying  them  five  per  cent,  upon  the  expenditure ; however,  one 
great  object  they  had  in  view  was,  that  by  creating  good  and  extensive  markets  in 
the  town  they  might  bring  in  trade,  and  in  that  they  are  succeeding  to  a considerable 
extent ; and  I trust  the  farmers  will  discover  the  advantage  of  coming  in,  and  that  the 
markets  will  still  further  increase.  I am  bound  further  to  state,  that  I conceive,  in  a 
community  such  as  this,  where  the  ratepayers  of  the  town  invest  a large  sum  of  money, 
probably  £80,000  or  £100,000,  in  the  establishment  of  markets,  they  have  a legitimate 
right  to  look  for  some  returns  beyond  the  interest  of  the  money  which  they  have  so 
invested.  It  is  not,  in  regard  to  any  defect  in  the  markets,  the  merchants  and  dealers  of 
Belfast  or  the  farmers  in  the  locality  who  are  to  blame,  it  is  only  the  state  of  the  law ; 
and  I can  only  wonder,  considering  that  we  had  no  markets  until  1847,  and  that  there  will 
be  dishonest  men  everywhere,  that  there  should  be  so  few  frauds  to  be  complained  of. 


Bye-Laws  for  the  better  Regulation  of  the  Markets  of  the  Borough 
of  Belfast. 

Whereas,  at  a Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Belfast,  duly  convened 
held  in  the  Council  Chamber,  in  the  Town  Hall,  on  Saturday,  the  1st  of  February,  1851 
at  which  meeting  two-thirds  of  the  Council  were  present,  that  is  to  say,  James  Stirling  Esq  ' 
Mayor  : Aldermen— Sir  W.  G.  Johnson,  John  Potts,  Robert  Magee,  Samuel  Nelson,  John 
Harnson,  James  Crawford,  William  Hamilton  : Councillors — John  Black,  James  Coleman 
William  Forsyth,  Samuel  M‘Causland,  Ledlie  Clarke,  William  Ewart,  Jun.,  David  M‘Connell' 
John  Coleman,  IhomasBell,  Robert  S.  Lepper,  Philip  Johnston,  James  Hart,  John  Lytle' 
IhomaB  Major,  Hutcheson  Posnett,  William  Gillilan,  William  Carson,  John  Holden’ 
G.  A.  Thompson,  Charles  Finlay,  William  M'Gee — 

It  was  Resolved — That  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  Act,  passed  in  the  8th  and  9th  years 
°*  d J°lgn  , H£r  Present  Majesty»  intituled  “ An  Act  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Borough 
ot  Belfast,”  the  Council  do  hereby  make  the  following  Bye-laws  for  the  better  regulation 
of  the  Markets  of  the  said  Borough. 


First  General. 

That  no  article  shall  be  offered  for  sale,  or  sold  in  any  market,  or  brought  into  the  same 
thVcou  ° q r ^an  SUC'1  as  t'ie  mar^et  has  been,  or  may  hereafter  be  appropriated  for  by 
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Appropriation  of  Markets. — Wholesale  Markets. 

1.  Grain  and  Meal  Markets. — The  grain  market,  May-street,  for  the  sale  of  wheat, 
barley,  here,  oats,  rye,  beans,  peas,  vetches,  flaxseed,  oatmeal,  wheatmeal,  barleymeal, 
beanmeal,  peasmeal,  ryemeal,  oatmeal  seeds,  groats,  and  oat  chaff. 

2.  Flax  and  Fruit  Market. — The  flax  and  fruit  market,  May-street,  for  the  sale  of  flax 
and  tow,  apples,  pears,  plums,  damsons,  and  all  other  descriptions  of  fruit. 

3.  Bogwood,  Turf,  and  Grass  Market — The  bog  wood,  turf,  and  grass  market,  Chichester- 
street,  for  the  sale  of  bogwood,  turf,  and  grass,  clover,  vetches,  and  other  green  feeding 
for  cattle. 

4.  Cattle  Market. — The  cattle  market,  Oxford-street,  for  the  sale  of  black  cattle,  calves, 
sheep,  pigs,  goats,  and  other  live  cattle. 

5.  Pork  Market. — The  pork  market,  Chichester-street,  for  the  sale  of  pork. 

6.  George’s  Market. — George’s  Market,  Chichester-street,  for  the  sale  of  flesh-meat,  print 
and  lump  butter,  cheese,  eggs,  turkeys,  geese,  ducks,  cocks,  hens,  chickens,  all  kinds  of 
poultry,  wild-fowl,  and  rabbits. 

7 . Horse  Market. — The  horse  market,  or  fair-green,  Oxford-street,  for  the  sale  of  horses, 
mares,  geldings,  fillies,  foals,  mules,  asses,  andgennets. 

8.  Potato  and  Vegetable  Market — The  potato  and  vegetable  market,  Chichester-street, 
for  the  sale  of  potatoes,  carrots,  turnips,  cabbage,  and  all  other  descriptions  of  vegetables, 
gooseberries,  currants,  and  all  other  kinds  of  small  fruit. 

9.  Butter  Market. — The  butter  market,  Great  Patrick-street,  for  the  sale  of  butter  in 
firkins,  crocks,  butts,  boxes,  barrels,  and  lumps. 

Retail  Markets. 

1.  Castle  Market The  Castle  Market,  Castle-lane,  for  the  sale  of  fish,  flesh-meat, 

potatoes,  cabbage,  turnips,  carrots,  beans,  peas,  and  all  other  descriptions  of  vegetables  and 
small  fruit,  meal,  flour,  oats,  and  bran. 

2.  Smithfield  Market.— Smithfield  Market,  Smithfield-square,  for  the  sale  of  hay,  straw, 
bogwood,  turf,  green-hides,  and  skins  of  all  descriptions,  marine  stores,  wearing  apparel, 
old  and  new  furniture,  meal,  potatoes,  and  vegetables,  nursery  produce,  garden  plants, 
delf,  earthenware,  osier  baskets  and  rods  ; all  kinds  of  green  feeding  for  live  stock ; tin- 
ware, coopers’  and  wood-turners’  work,  and  farming  implements  of  all  kinds. 

3.  Ormond  Market. — Ormond  Market,  Great  Patrick-street,  for  the  sale  of  flesh-meat, 
cheese,  print  butter,  eggs,  poultry  of  all  kinds,  potatoes,  and  vegetables,  meal,  flour,  oats, 
bran,  and  green  feeding  for  cattle. 


Opening  and  Closing  of  Markets. 


1.  Time  of  Opening.— The  markets  shall  be  open  for  the  reception  of  the  various 
marketable  commodities,  at  six  o’clock  in  the  morning,  from  the  1st  of  February  to  the 
31st  of  October,  and  at  seven  o’clock,  from  the  1st  . of  November  to  the  31st  of  January 
in  each  year. 

2.  Time  of  Closing.— The  wholesale  markets  will  be  closed  at  six  o clock  in  the  evening, 
from  the  1st  of  February  to  the  31st  of  October,  and  at  four  o’clock  in  the  evening,  from 
the  1st  of  November  to  the  31st  of  January.  Ormond  and  Castle  Markets  will  be  closed 
at  eight  o’clock,  and  Smithfield  Market  at  nine  o’clock,  on  all  days  except  Saturdays, 
when  all  these  markets  will  be  closed  at  half-past  eleven  o’clock. 

■ 3.  Markets  to  be  Closed  on  Sundays,  tyc.— All  the  markets  shall  be  closed  on  every 


Sunday  and  Christmas  Day.  , . _ 

4.  Persons  not  to  be  Admitted  into  the  Markets  before  the  Time  appointed  for  Opening.— 
No  person  shall  be  admitted  into  or  upon  any  market  before  the  hours  specified  for  opening 
such  market,  nor  shall  any  person  enter  or  continue  in  any  market  after  the  tune  appointed 
for  such  market  to  close,  and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law  shall  forfeit,  tor 
every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

5 ’ At  what  Gates  Articles  are  to  be  taken  in  and  out. — The  several  gates  of  the  markets 
through  which  articles  may  be  taken  in  and  out  shall  be  indicated  by  painted  boards  over 
the  same  ; and  any  person  taking  any  articles  out  or  in,  except  through  the  gates  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  be  liable  to  a penalty  not  exceeding  forty 


shillings. 


Fixing  the  Hours  for  Buying  and  Selling  in  the  Wholesale  Markets. 

The  Market  Committee  shall  fix  the  time  at  which  sales  shall  commence,  and  the  hours 
at  which  they  shall  close  in  all  the  wholesale  markets,  and  notice  of  hours  of  sale  in  each 
market  shall  be  conspicuously  exhibited,  and  kept  in  such  market-place  on  painted  boards, 
in  legible  letters.  , . . 

1.  Grain  and  Meal  Market. — Any  person  who  shall,  after  such  notice  as  has  been 
affixed  in  the  grain  and  meal  market,  open  any  sack,  bag,  or  other  package  of  wheat, 
barley,  here,  oats,  rye,  beans,  peas,  vetches,  flaxseed,  oatmeal,  wheatmeal,  barleymeal, 
beanmeal,  peasmeal,  ryemeal,  oatmeal  seeds,  or  oat  chaff,  for  the  purpose  of  offering,  or 
exposing  for  sale,  purchasing  or  offering  to  purchase,  any  of  the  above-named  marketable 
commodities  previous  to  the  hour  specified  in  the  notice,  and  until  ring  of  bell  in  the 
market-place,  announcing  the  hour  of  sale  for  such  article,  shall,  for  every  such  offence, 
forfeit  any  sum  not-exceeding  forty  shillings. 


BELFAST, 
nth  January,  1853. 

Bye-laws. 
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BELFAST,  2.  Potato  and  Vegetable  Market. — Any  person  who  shall,  after  such  notice  has  been 
nh  January,  isos,  affixed  in  the  potato  and  vegetable  market,  open  any  bag  of  potatoes,  carrots,  or  turnips, 
Bye-laws.  or  °Pen  or  uncover  any  hamper,  barrel,  or  cart  of  potatoes,  carrots,  turnips,  cabbage,  or 
other  vegetable,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  or  exposing  for  sale,  purchasing,  or  offering  to 
purchase,  any  of  the  above-named  commodities,  previous  to  the  hour  specified  in  the  notice, 
and  until  ring  of  bell  in  the  market-place,  announcing  the  hour  of  sale  for  such  article,  shall, 
for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

3.  Pork  Market. — Any  person  who  shall,  after  such  notice  has  been  affixed  in  the  pork 
market,  offer  or  expose  for  sale,  purchase,  or  offer  to  purchase,  any  carcass  or  carcasses  of 
pork,  previous  to  the  hour  specified  in  the  notice,  and  until  ring  of  bell  in  the  market-place, 
announcing  the  hour  of  sale  for  such  article,  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  any  sum 
not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

4.  Butter  Market. — Any  person  who  shall,  after  such  notice  has  been  affixed  in  the 
butter  market,  offer  or  expose  for  sale,  purchase,  or  offer  to  purchase,  any  firkin,  half-firkin, 
crock,  butt,  barrel,  box,  or  lump  of  butter,  previous  to  the  hour  specified  in  the  notice,  and 
until  ring  of  bell  in  the  market-place,  announcing  the  hour  of  sale  for  such  marketable 
commodities,  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

5.  Flax  Market — Any  person  who  shall,  after  such  notice  has  been  affixed  in  the  flax 
market,  offer  or  expose  for  sale,  purchase  or  offer  to  purchase,  auy  parcel,  or  load,  or  por- 
tion of  a load  of  flax  or  tow,  previous  to  the  hour  specified  in  the  notice,  and  until  ring  of 
bell  in  the  market-place,  announcing  the  hour  of  sale  for  such  marketable  commodities, 
shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

6.  Cattle  Market. — Any  person  who  shall,  after  such  notice  has  been  affixed  in  the  cattle 
market,  offer  or  expose  for  sale,  purchase  or  offer  to  purchase,  any  cattle,  veal,  or  slink  calf, 
previous  to  the  hour  specified  in  this  notice,  and  until  ring  of  bell  in  the  market-place, 
announcing  the  hour  of  sale  for  such  marketable  commodities,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such 
offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

Regulations  as  to  Stalls,  &c. 

1.  All  requisite  stalls,  standings,  tables,  and  benches  will  be  provided  bv  the  Town 

Council,  and  no  person  shall  make  any  alteration  in,  or  addition  to  any  shop,  stall,  standing- 
ground,  compartment,  table,  or  bench;  or  in  the  gas,  or  other  fittings  thereof,  without  the 
previous  consent  of  the  Market  Committee,  signified  in  writing,  under  the  hand  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Markets,  and  signed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Market  Committee,  and  any 
person  so  offending,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty 
shillings.  J 

2.  Obstructions  not  to  be  placed  in  Markets. — No  person  shall  bring  into,  or  place  in  any 

market,  any  cart,  hand-cart,  wheelbarrow,  stall,  standing,  table,  bench,  stool,  chair,  or  other 
thing  of  the  like  description,  save  that,  the  tenant  of  any  shop  may  place  therein  such  quan- 
tity of  additional  furniture  as  may  be  allowed  by  the  Market  Committee  ; and  every  person 
offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  anv  sum  not  exceeding 
forty  shillings.  “ b 

3.  Open  Standings. — No  person  shall  place  any  basket,  box,  tub,  or  other  vessel,  upon 
any  open  standing  other  than  what  may  be  necessary  to  contain  goods  for  sale  at  such 
standing;  and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such 
offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

4.  Tenmts  themselves  must  occupy  Shops  and  not  underlet. — Every  person  having  become 
the  tenant  of  any  shop,  stall,  standing,  bench,  table,  or  compartment,  shall  occupy0 the  same 
by  himself,  or  herself,  or  by  his  or  her  known  servant,  or  by  a member  of  his  or  her  family, 
and  not  otherwise,  and  shall  not  underlet  the  same,  or  permit  any  goods  to  be  sold  or 
offered  for  sale  therein  or  thereon,  by  any  other  person ; and  every  person  offending  against 
this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

5.  Any  person  not  a Tenant,  using  a Shop,  liable  to  a Penalty.—  No  person  shall  occupy 
any  shop,  stall,  standing,  bench,  table,  or  compartment,  except  as  the  immediate  tenant 
thereof,  under  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses.  Nor  shall  any  person  not  bein«-  such 
tenant,  or  the  known  servant,  or  member  of  the  family  of  the  tenant,  as  provided'in  the 
preceding  bye-law,  sell  or  offer  for  sale,  any  article  whatsoever,  in  or  upon  any  shop,  stall, 
standing,  bench,  table,  or  compartment.  And  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law' 
shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

6.  Names  of  Tenants  to  be  put  up  on  request. — Every  tenant  of  a shop,  stall,  or  standing, 
shall,  on  being  required  by  the  Market  Committee,  put  up  his  or  her  name,  painted  in  let- 
ters of  legible  size,  in  front  thereof,  at  such  place  and  in  such  form  and  manner  as  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Market  Committee,  and  shall  continue  such  names  so  placed,  legible  and 
undefaced ; and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such 
offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

7.  Goods  not  to  be  Exposed  for  Sale  or  Deposited,  except  in  the  place  assigned  or  appro- 
priated for  the  purpose. — No  person  shall  sell  or  expose  for  sale,  or  deposit  any  article  in 
any  market,  or  in  any  part  thereof,  other  than  in.  at,  or  upon,  a shop,  stall,  standing  bench, 
table,  compartment  or  place,  which  at  the  time  of  such  sale,  offer,  or  exposure  for  sale,  or 
depositing,  shall  have  been  let,  assigned,  or  appointed  to  such  person  by  the  Mayor,  Aider- 
men,  and  Burgesses,  or  their  Clerk  of  the  Markets,  or  other  agent  duly  authorized,  or  on 
such  place  as  they  or  he  shall  have  appointed,  for  the  sale  of  such  articles  as  such  person 
may  have  for  sale  ; nor  shall  any  person  refuse  to  remove  to  such  place  in  any  such  market 
as  the  Clerk  of  the  Markets  or  any  of  his  assistants  shall  point  out ; and  every  person  oft'end- 
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ing  against  tills  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty 
shillings. 

8.  No  Killing  or  Dressing  to  be  done  in  any  Market. — No  person  shall  kill  or  dress  any 
sheep,  lamb,  veal,  or  slink  calf,  or  any  other  animal,  in  any  shop,  stall,  stand,  or  place,  in 
any  of  the  markets  ; and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every 
such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

9.  No  refuse  or  garbage  to  remain  in  any  Market. — No  tenant  of  any  shop,  stall,  stand- 
ing, bench,  table,  or  compartment,  shall  suffer  any  garbage  or  refuse,  to  remain  under  or 
about  the  same,  or  neglect  to  keep  the  avenue  in  front  thereof  swept  clean ; and  every 
person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  any  sum  not 
exceeding  forty  shillings. 

10.  Butchers'  Shops  to  be  Washed,  at  least  once  a-week. — Every  butcher  shall,  once  in 
each  week  at  the  least,  and  also,  when  required  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Markets  or  other 
officer,  well  and  sufficiently  wash  his  or  her  shop,  standing,  or  stall,  and  the  floor  thereof, 
and  all  stall-boards  and  blocks  thereunto  belonging  ; and  every  person  offending  against 
this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

11.  All  Cleaving  shall  be  upon  the  Blochs. — All  cleaving,  sawing,  or  chopping,  shall  be 
upon  the  blocks  or  chopping  boards  provided  for  the  purpose,  and  there  shall  be  no  cleav- 
ing, sawing,  or  chopping,  upon  any  of  the  stalls,  standings,  or  tables ; and  every  person  so 
offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding 
forty  shillings. 

12.  Cleaving  Blocks  not  to  be  Removed. — No  person  shall  remove  any  cleaving  block  or 
chopping  board,  from  the  stall  or  standing  to  which  the  same  properly  belonged ; and  every 
person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  any  sum  not 
exceeding  forty  shillings. 

13.  Fishmongers  to  Wash  Slabs,  Sp'c.,  Daily. — Every  fishmonger  shall  well  and  suffi- 
ciently wash  his  or  her  slab,  or  table,  every  day  of  business,  before  nine  o’clock  in  the 
morning ; and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such 
offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

14.  Tenants  to  Extinguish  Fires  and  Lights. — The  tenant  of  every  shop,  stall,  or  stand- 
ing, shall  extinguish  or  cause  to  be  extinguished,  the  fire  and  light  in  the  same,  and  see  or 
cause  to  be  seen,  the  gas-pipes  effectually  stopped,  previous  to  the  shop,  stall,  or  standing 
being  closed  for  the  day ; and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for 
every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

15.  No  Meat  to  be  Exposed  for  Sale  as  being  of  a description  of  Meat  other  than  the 
true  and  proper  description  thereof. — No  carcass,  or  part  of  the  carcass  of  any  animal,  shall 
be  sold  or  exposed  for  sale,  in  any  market,  as  the  carcass  or  part  of  the  carcass  of  any  other 
animal,  or  as  being  a description  of  meat,  other  than  the  true  and  proper  description 
thereof;  and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such 
offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

16.  No  Fish  Coloured  so  as  to  give  the  same  a deceptive  appearance,  shall  be  brought 
into  any  Market. — No  fish  coloured  at  any  part  with  blood,  or  otherwise,  whereby  to  give 
the  same  a deceptive  appearance,  shall  be  brought  into  or  kept  in  any  market ; and  every 
person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  any  sum  not 
exceeding  forty  shillings. 

17.  Poultry  not  to  ~be  Plucked,  or  any  Live  Stock  left  in  any  Market  at  Night. — No 
person  shall  pluck  any  poultry  in  any  market,  nor  shall  any  live  poultry  or  live  stock  be  left 
in  any  market,  at  the  close  thereof ; and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall 
forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

18.  No  Obstructions  on  Footways  or  Passages  in  Markets. — No  article,  whether  the 
same  shall  be  intended  for  sale  or  not,  shall  be  so  laid  or  placed  as  to  obstruct  or  incom- 
mode any  footway  or  passage  in  any  market,  or  to  obstruct  or  hinder  the  sweeping  under 
any  stall  or  standing : and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for 
every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

1!).  Articles  not  to  Project  over  the  Front  of  any  Stall. — No  article  whatever  shall  be  so 
placed  upon  any  stall,  standing,  bench,  table,  or  compartment,  as  to  project  over  the  front 
line  thereof;  and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such 
offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

20.  No  Person  to  Hawk  or  Cry  any  Article  in  any  Market. — No  person  shall  hawk, 
carry  about,  or  cry,  any  article  whatever,  for  sale  in  any  market ; and  every  person  offend- 
ing against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty 
shillings. 

21.  Butter , how  to  be  made  up. — All  print  butter  brought  into  any  market  for  sale  shall 
be  made  up  in  separate  parcels,  of  the  full  and  just  weight  of  sixteen  ounces,  eight  ounces, 
four  ounces,  or  two  ounces,  avoirdupois,  and  of  no  other  weights,  and  no  print  or  lump 
butter  shall  be  in  any  manner  adulterated,  deceitfully  made  up,  or  mixed  with  other  butter  ; 
and  every  person  offending  against  this  by-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  any  sum 
not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

22.  No  unwholesome  meat  to  be  brought  to  Market. — No  unwholesome  fleslimeat,  hsh,  or 
provisions,  shall  be  brought  into  any  market ; and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye- 
law, shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

23.  No  carcass  dressed  by  blowing  or  stuffing  to  be  brought  into  any  Market. — No  carcass 
or  part  of  the  carcass  of  any  animal  which  shall  have  been  dressed  in  the  manner  commonly 
understood  by  the  term  “ blowing,”  or  which,  or  any  part  of  which  shall  have  been  “ stuffed” 
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or  so  dressed,  as  to  give  the  same  a deceptive  appearance,  shall  he  brought  into  any  market; 
and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  offence,  any 
sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

24.  Dogs  not  allowed  to  be  in  any  of  the  Markets — -No  person  shall  bring  any  dog,  or 
permit  any  dog  to  follow  him  into  any  market ; and  if  any  dog  shall  go  into  any  market, 
the  Clerk  of  the  Markets,  or  his  assistants,  may  seize  and  secure  such  dog,  and  may  detain 
the  same,  until  the  owner  thereof  shall  pay  all  charges  attendant  upon  the  detention  of  the 
dog,  as  well  as  pay  the  amount  of  the  damage,  if  any,  done  by  said  dog ; but  in  any  case 
of  seizure,  notice  in  writing  shall  be  put  up  on  the  principal  entrance  to  the  market, 
as  follows  “ Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  a dog  has  been  seized  in  this  market,  and  is 
now  under  detention,  pursuant  to  the  bye-laws.”  Which  notice  shall  remain  so  put  up  for 
one  whole  week,  and  after  the  expiration  of  said  week,  if  the  dog  remain  unclaimed,  or  if 
the  amount  of  costs  or  damages,  if  any,  be  not  paid  by  the  owner,  or  some  person  on  his 
behalf,  the  said  dog  may  be  disposed  of,  according  to  the  order  of  the  Mayor,  or  other 
J ustice  of  the  Peace ; and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for 
every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

25.  Prevention  of  Forestalling  at  the  entrance  to  the  Markets. — No  person  resorting  to 
any  market  as  a buyer,  shall  stop  any  person  on  his  way  to  any  market,  at  or  near  the  en- 
trance to  any  market-place  or  places,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  or  offering  to  purchase 
any  marketable  commodity  ; and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit, 
for  every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

26.  Carriers  and  Porters. — Every  person  desirous  of  plying  for  hire  as  a carrier  or  porter 
in  the  markets,  shall  deliver  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Markets,  his  name  and  place  of  residence, 
with  a satisfactory  recommendation  from  two  known  householders  of  respectability,  for 
honesty,  cleanliness,  and  sobriety,  and  the  application  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Market 
Committee,  and  upon  the  same  being  approved,  the  applicant  shall  receive  a licence  and 
badge  from  the  proper  officer,  entitling  him  to  ply  for  hire  in  the  market  named  in  his 
licence. 

27 . No  Person  to  P'y  as  a Carrier  or  Porter  without  being  Licensed,  or  after  being 
Dismissed.— -No  person  shall  ply  for  hire,  or  work  as  a carrier  or  porter,  without  having 
been  duly  licensed  as  such,  for  the  market  in  which  he  shall  ply  or  work,  or  after  having 
been  dismissed,  or  after  having  discontinued  his  occupation  for  three  calendar  months, 
unless  prevented  from  following  the  same  by  sickness ; and  every  person  offending  against 
this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

2S.  Notice  of  Change  of  Abode  to  be  given  to  the  Licensing  Officer. — Any  carrier  or 
porter  changing  his  residence,  shall  within  seven  days,  next  after  sucli  change,  give  notice 
thereof,  to  the  Inspector  of  Licences;  and  any  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall 
forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

29.  Carrier  or  Porter  must  be  Cleanly  in  his  Appearance,  and  Wear  his  Badge  when 
Plying  for  Hire.— Each  carrier  or  porter  must  always  be  cleanly  in  his  appearance  ; and,  if 
he  uses  a basket,  it  must  bo  kept  well  washed,  and  furnished  with  a clean  cloth  or  towel ; 
and  the  badge  shall  be  worn  by  the  carrier  or  porter  when  plying  or  working  for  hire, 
affixed  to  the  right  arm,  and  the  same  shall  be  kept  by  him  visible  and  undefaced  : ho 
carrier  or  porter  shall  lend  his  badge  to  any  person,  or  permit  any  person  to  wear  the  same. 
If  any  carrier  or  porter  shall  be  dismissed  the  service  of  the  markets,  or  shall  discontinue 
the  occupation  of  carrier  or  porter  for  the  period  of  three  calendar  months,  unless  pre- 
vented from  following  the  same  by  sickness,  he  shall  deliver  up  his  badge  to  the  Inspector 
of  Licences ; and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such 
offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

30.  Carriers  or  Porters  to  Stand  in  Places  Appointed. — All  carriers  or  porters,  when 
pl}-ing  for  hire,  shall  stand  in  such  parts  of  the  market  as  may  from  time  to  time  he  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose;  and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for 
every  such  offence,  any  sura  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

31.  Carriers’  Charges. — No  carrier  shall  charge  or  ask  more  than  the  rates  or  prices 
hereinafter  provided ; and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall,  for  every  such 
offence,  forfeit  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

Every  carrier  shall  and  may  demand,  and  receive  the  following  rates,  for  the  carriage  of 
any  article  not  exceeding  14  pounds  weight,  from  any  of  the  markets  to  any  place  within 
the  distance  of  750  yards  from  the  Town  Hall,  as  measured  on  the  plan  in  the  market 
office : — 

The  sum  of  _ _ -Id. 

Exceeding  750,  and  not  exceeding  1,500  yards,  ... 

Exceeding  1,500  yards,  and  not  exceeding  2,250  yards,  - - 2d. 

and  so  on,  for  every  greater  weight  or  distance.  Every  person  engaging  a carrier,  and  not 
afterwards  employing  the  carrier  to  carry  goods,  shall  pay  to  such  carrier  one  penny,  which 
shall  be  over  and  above  any  compensation  for  detention  given  in  the  next  bye-law." 

32.  Payment  for  Detention. — If  any  person  engaging  a carrier,  shall  afterwards  detain 
such  carrier  more  than  half  an  hour,  either  before,  or  after  despatching  him  with  goods; 
such  person  so  engaging,  shall  pay  for  such  half-hour’s  detention  2d.,  and  for  each  and 
every  subseqont  quarter  of  an  hour  of  detention  before  and  after  despatching,  the  further 
sum  of'  1 d. 

33.  P ersons  Employing  Carriers  to  pay  Proper  Rates- — No  person  having  engaged'  or 
employed  any  carrier,  shall  refuse  to  pay  on  demand,  to  such  carrier,  the  amount  duo 
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according  to  such  rates  and  prices ; and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall 
forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

34.  No  Carriers , unless  before  Engaged,  to  refuse  to  carry  Articles  purchased  in  the 

Markets.— No  carriers,  unless  before  engaged,  shall  refuse  or  delay  to  take  and  carry  any 
article,  purchased  in  any  market,  and  not  exceeding  28  lbs.  in  weight ; and  every  person 
offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding 
forty  shillings.  6 

35.  Carriers  to  carry  Articles  carefully. — Every  carrier  shall  carry  the  articles  delivered 
to  him  carefully,  with  the  utmost  diligence,  and  duly  deliver  the  same,  according  to  the 
directions  to  him  given,  and  every  carrier  shall  be  answerable  for  any  loss  or  damage  to  the 
goods  intrusted  to  him,  and  in  default  of  making  compensation  for  the  same,  shall  be  dis- 
missed the  service ; and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall,  for  every  such 
offence,  forfeit  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

Rates  for  Porters  Working  in  Markets.— No  porter  shall  charge  or  ask  more  than  the 
rates  or  prices  which  shall  be  set  down  on  the  painted  boards,  publicly  affixed  in  the  whole- 
sale markets,  with  the  name  of  the  Town  Clerk  attached  thereto ; and  every  person  offending 
against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty 
shillings. 

37.  Persons  employing  Porters  to  pay  Proper  Rates. — No  person  having  engaged  or 
employed  any  porter,  in  any  market,  shall  refuse  to  pay  on  demand,  to  such  porter,  the 
amount  due  according  to  such  rates  or  prices,  as  stated  on  said  painted  boards  affixed  in 
each  market;  and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit  for  every  such 
offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

33.  Penalty  on  Persons  not  complying  with  Directions  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Markets  or 
his  Assistants. — No  person  resorting  to  any  market  as  a buyer  or  seller,  or  as  a carrier  or 
porter,  shall  at  any  time  refuse , neglect,  or  omit  to  comply  with  any  reasonable  directions 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  Markets,  or  his  assistants,  for  carrying  any  bye-law  into  effect  ; and 
every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  any  sum 
not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

39.  Swearing,  fyc. — No  person  resorting  to  any  market  as  a buyer  or  seller,  or  as  a carrier 
or  porter,  or  any  servant  of  the  Council,  shall,  in  any  market,  make  use  of  cursing  or  swear- 
ing, or  of  any  violent,  obscene,  abusive,  disgusting,  or  offensive  language ; and  every  person 
offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  any  sum  not  exceeding 
forty  shillings. 

40.  No  Tobacco  to  be  Smoked  in  any  Market. — No  tobacco  or  other  thing  shall  be 
smoked  in  any  market.;  and  every  person  offending  against  this  bye-law,  shall  forfeit,  for 
every  such  offence,  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

41.  Commencement  of  these  Bye-Laws. — That  these  bye-laws  shall  commence  and  take 
effect,  upon  the  1st  day  of  May  next. 


Ballymena,  January  18,  1853. 

Mr.  John  Dickie  examined. 

9837.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Within  half  a mile  of  Ballymena. 

9838.  Are  you  agent  to  Sir  Shafto  Adair  ? — I am. 

9839.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  are  the  markets  and  fairs  held  in  this  town  ? — 
Under  a patent  granted  by  Charles  II.  to  Robert  Adair,  to  hold  a weekly  market  upon  every 
Saturday,  and  two  fairs : one  upon  the  26th  of  July,  and  the  other  upon  the  21st  of  October, 
with  the  right  to  levy  tolls,  courts  of  pie  poudre,  and  all  the  usual  privileges  and  jurisdic- 
tions. 

9840.  What  is  the  date  of  that  patent  ? — I think  1684. 

9841.  Are  any  fairs  or  markets  held  besides  these? — Yes ; there  are  two  other  markets 
established  by  usage — one  on  Tuesday  for  pork,  and  another  on  Wednesday,  for  the  sale  of 
corn.  Saturday  is  the  general  market-day. 

9842.  Are  the  fairs  the  same  ? — They  are. 

9843.  Then  you  only  hold  two  fairs  in  the  year  ? — Only  two. 

9844.  Were  the  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  markets  established  under  any  patent  ?— I think 
not ; it  was  by  general  consent. 

9845.  Who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  markets? — Sir  Robert  Shafto  Adam,  as  the  represen- 
tative of  the  original  patentee. 

9846.  What  market  accommodation  have  you? — There  is  a large  enclosed  market  for 
the  sale  of  cattle  upon  Saturdays,  and  all  other  commodities;  pork  on  Tuesdays,  and  grain 
on  Wednesdays.  Flax  and  butter,  oatmeal  and  potatoes,  are  sold  on  Saturdays. 

9847.  What  extent  of  ground  is  in  that  market ? — About  four  acres,  with  a weigh-house 
and  sheds,  and  a weigh-bridge,  and  five  beams  and  scales ; three  for  oats  and  pork,  and  two 
for  flax. 

9848.  Is  any  grain  sold  on  Saturdays  ? — None. 

9849.  Have  you  an  enclosed  fair- green? — The  fair-green  is  the  same  as  the  market;  but 
there  is  another  field,  where  in  spring,  potatoes  and  turnips  arc  sold,  and  cattle  may  be 
put  in  there. 

••  9850.  Do  hay  and  straw  come  in  every  day? — They  do. 

9851.  Have  you  a general  weigh-house  ? — Yes,  with  one  beam  and  scales,  and  a weigh- 
bridge for  merchandize  or  any  thing,  open  every  day  in  the  week. 
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9852.  Is  there  any  other  market  accommodation  ? — None,  except  the  Linen  Hall. 

9853.  Are  tolls  paid  at  the  markets  or  fairs  ? — Tolls  are  paid  upon  cattle  on  market-days, 
for  standing : 2 A a head  for  cows,  k£.  for  sheep  or  goats.  3d.  for  horses  or  asses,  Id.  for  pigs. 

9854.  Would  a calf  be  charged  as  much  as  a three-year-old  ? — Yes. 

9855.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  market-place  ? — No  ; it  is  sold  on  week- 
days about  the  streets.  With  regard  to  tolls,  I may  remark,  that  I think  it  is  a great  advan- 
tage to  have  a small  custom  or  tollage  charged  in  the  market ; provided  it  is  expended 
upon  the  market,  it  is  a saving  both  to  the  buyer  and  the  seller,  where  there  arc  porters 
and  caretakers  to  look  after  the  markets  and  prevent  many  frauds.  I can  state  that,  for 
the  last  twelve  years,  there  has  not  been  an  attempt  at  fraud  in  the  market  here,  such  as 
selling  stolen  cattle,  which  has  not  been  immediately  detected,  and  I have  not  heard  one 
instance  of  the  loss  of  cattle  in  the  market. 

9856.  Of  course,  the  agricultural  produce  which  does  not  go  to  the  market  is  weighed 
at  the  private  stores? — Yes. 

9857.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed  for  the  market  ? — Yes. 

9858.  By  whom? — By  Sir  Sliafto  Adair.  The  proprietor  always  retained  that  right.  In 
1813,  the  weighing  of  the  market  was  let,  with  other  property,  to  a private  company.  At 
that  time  custom  was  taken  always  with  weighing  charges.  They  were  a company  of  five, 
who  paid  a nominal  rent  for  it,  one  guinea  a-year.  They  were  bound  to  erect  a weigh-house, 
and  had  a lease  of  ninety-one  years. 

9859-  How  did  it  come  back  into  Sir  Sliafto  Adair’s  hands? — In  1845,  when  I became 
agent,  I pressed  upon  him  very  strongly  the  advantage  it  would  be  to  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood to  get  it  into  his  own  hands,  and  he  accordingly  purchased  back  the  interest,  for 
which  the  company  asked  £2,000 ; and  after  a great  deal  of  negotiation,  agreed  to  give  it  for 
£l  1 1 a-37 ear  during  the  remainder  of  the  term.  That  is  now  vested  in  one  gentleman,  Dr. 
Young,  a physician  in  this  town.  At  the  time  the  negotiation  was  pending,  it  was  vested 
in  the  hands  of  .three,  and  Dr.  Young  purchased  up  the  interest  of  the  other  two,  for  which 
it  was  said  he  gave  £500  each. 

9860.  Has  Sir  Shafto  Adair  appointed  a weighmaster  for  the  entire  of  the  town  ? — Ho  has. 

9861.  Is  he  sworn  under  the  4th  of  Anne,  c.  14? — Yes,  he  got  a regular  appointment,  and 
was  sworn  in  open  court. 

9862.  Is  there  a sufficient  number  of  beams  and  scales? — Yes;  and  if  more  were 
required  they  would  be  provided.  The  greater  quantity  of  butter  is  weighed  in  the 
private  stores. 

9863.  If  it  comes  into  the  market  and  does  not  weigh,  will  it  pay  just  the  same? — 
Yes,  1 d.  per  cask  or  crock. 

9864.  Is  flax  all  weighed  there  ? — No. 

9865.  Does  what  is  not  weighed  pay  ? — No. 

9866.  Or  pork  ? — No  ; there  is  no  pork  which  does  not  weigh. 

9867.  How  is  corn  weighed? — By  the  hundred-weight  of  1 12  pounds. 

9868.  Has  the  market  here  improved  since  you  have  given  accommodation? — Yes;  and 
it  is  increasing  every  day. 

9869.  Do  you  attribute  that  to  the  good  accommodation  and  the  moderate  charges  ? — 
I do.  Produce  comes  here,  which  under  different  circumstances,  would  go  elsewhere. 

9870.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  general  markets  where  all  produce  should  be 
sold  and  weighed  ? — I would ; I think  it  would  be  a great  advantage  both  to  buyers  and 
sellers. 

9871.  You  do  not  conceive  that  it  would  be  a restriction  on  trade  ? — Not  at  all. 

9872.  Is  not  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  stores  very  objectionable  upon  principle? 
— Decidedly  it  is. 

9873.  In  such  a market,  would  you  have  the  charge  any  thing  more  than  would  support 
the  market,  pay  all  expenses,  and  interest  ? — 1 think  that  would  be  sufficient  for  any  pro- 
prietor, for  he  would  gain  an  advantage  in  an  indirect  way,  by  the  money  which  would  be 
drawn  into  the  town,  and  the  improvement  to  his  property. 

9874.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  markets  commence  at  a stated  hour? — 
Decidedly. 

9875.  Do  you  think  the  inspector  at  the  head  of  the  market  should  be  empowered  to 
arbitrate  in  cases  of  dispute  between  buyer  and  seller? — Either  that,  or  to  have  the  Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction  Act  more  extended.  A magistrate  can  now  only  adjudicate  where  the 
value  of  the  article  is  under  £5.  From  my  experience  here,  however,  I have  found  that: 
there  are  very  few  disputes.  There  is  a time  here  for  the  pork  market. 

9876.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — I think  it  would  be  very  desirable,  indeed,  to  buy  by  the  hundred-weight  and 
stone,  and  have  an  uniform  system  all  over  the  country.  In  fact,  1 think  any  other  mode 
of  buying  is  illegal. 

9877.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  buying  all  agricultural  produce  to  the  pound,  and 
abolishing  all  deductions  ? — Certainly ; I think  all  deductions  should  be  abolished.  In  the 
pork  market  here,  eleven  pounds  are  deducted  from  every  pig,  even  though  the  pig  should 
be  under  half  a hundred-weight. 

9878.  Do  you  not  think  that  there  should  be  proper  agricultural  statistics  kept  in  every 
public  market  ? — It  would  be  very  desirable  indeed. 

9879-  Would  you,  a3  a rule,  be  in  favour  of  removing  all  the  faii-s  out  of  the  streets, 
into  properly  enclosed  fair-greens.  As  a rule,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a moderate 
charge  made  upon  all  cattle  on  entering  ? — Most  certainly. 
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9880.  Do  you  think  the  farmers,  generally,  would  object  to  pay  a small  charge  upon 
entering,  for  good  accommodation  ?— No,  I think  they  would  prefer  it  very  much. 

9881.  Do  you  think  buyers  would  object  to  go  there? — No;  I should  think,  on  the 
contrary,  they  would  prefer  it.  They  go  into  the  fair-green  here  as  a matter  of  course. 
The  greatest  difficulty  we  have  in  the  market  here  is,  as  regards  butter,  which  is  chiefly 
attributable  to  the  buyers,  with  an  anxiety  to  go  out  and  stop  parties  coming  in. 

9882.  Is  your  linen  market  here  large  ?— It  is  one  of  the  largest  in  Ireland.  The  trade 
has  changed  very  much  lately.  The  weaver  used  to  purchase  the  yarn  himself,  and  then 
sell  the  linen  ; now  that  is  altogether  extinct.  The  manufacturers  now  purchase  a quantity 
of  yarn  and  give  it  out  to  the  weavers,  who  weave  it  at  their  own  houses,  and  bring  it  back. 
They  get  so  much  for  weaving  it,  and  the  manufacturer  sells  it  unbleached  in  the  market 
here.  The  proprietor  is  now  building  a new  Linen  Hall  to  give  the  manufacturers  offices  to 
store  their  goods  in. 

9883.  Does  the  buyer  purchase  direct  from  the  manufacturer? — les;  and  he  bleaches 
and  exports  it  himself.  In  former  times,  the  weaver  used  to  come  in  and  sell  to  the  bleacher 
himself,  and  he  had  to  lie  out  of  his  money,  and  to  find  capital  which  is  now  found  for  him. 

9884.  Does  the  weaver  make  as  much  now? — I conceive  much  more;  and  he  gains  in 
time.  The  manufacturer  now  will  sell  500  pieces  with  the  aid  of  one  clerk,  which,  in  former 
times,  might  take  from  300  to  500  persons  to  sell. 

9885.  What  is  a weaver’s  day’s  work  worth  ? — From  Is.  to  2s. 

9886.  In  regard  to  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  would  it  not  be  an  improvement  to 

have  £5  made  the  amount  of  the  fraud  attempted,  instead  of  the  entire  value  of  the  article  ? 
— I think  it  would.  _ . „ 

9887.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  weighing  at  the  private  stores  ? — t here 
have  been  some  cases  of  very  glaring  frauds  before  the  bench.  There  were  two  within 
the  last  twelvemonth,  when  the  inspector  of  weights  and  measures,  who  is  now  dead, 
detected  false  weights  with  a man  from  Belfast,  who  came  down  here  to  purchase.  There 
were  two  sets  of  weights,  one  light,  and  the  other  heavy,  which  the  magistrates  presumed 
were  intended  for  buying  and  selling.  They  fined  him  £5,  the  highest  amount  they  could 
go  to.  In  the  other  case  the  weights  were  all  light. 

9888.  Have  you  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures?— We  have. 

9889.  The  constabulary  do  not  perform  the  duties? — No;  the  matter  was  discussed 
by  the  Grand  Jury  at  the  last  assizes,  upon  the  death  of  the  last  inspector,  and  it  was 
thought  that  unpaid  officers  would  not  be  as  efficient  as  a paid  one  ; and  the  magistrates 
will  probably  place  a set  of  weights  with  the  constabulary  for  inspecting.  The  constabulary 
have  no  power  of  adjusting.  1 would  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  branding  of  butter 
casks,  in  which  there  are  great  frauds  practised.  There  have  been  instances  of  firkins 
branded  fourteen  pounds  being  stripped,  which  weighed  sixteen  pounds,  seventeen  pounds, 
and  even  eighteen  pounds. 

Mr.  John  Neilson  examined. 


9890.  Do  you  reside  in  Ballymena  ? — Ido. 

9891.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  weiglimaster,  appointedin  1845,  by  Sir  liobert 
Shafto  Adair. 

9892.  Were  you  sworn  under  the  fourth  of  Anne,  c.  14  ? — I was. 

9893.  Have  you  a fixed  salary? — I have. 

9894.  And  you  account  for  you  receipts  ? — I do,  to  Mr.  Dickie. 

9895.  What  are  your  charges  for  weighing? — Butter,  1 cl.  a firkin ; pork,  3a.  a pig ; oats 
and  oatmeal,  U.  a hundred-weight;  potatoes,  2d.  a load  of  four  sacks,  and  id.  for  every 
extra  sack  ; turnips,  2d.  a load  ; liay  and  straw,  2d.  a load  ; flax,  Id.  a hundred-weight. 

9896.  Is  that  the  entire  revenue  derived  from  the  market,  with  the  charge  on  cattle,  and 

rent  of  the  sheds  ? — It  is.  0 

9897.  Could  you  give  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  for  the  fast  two  years? 
I will  give  it ; but  I am  not  prepared  just  now.  About  £300  was  produced  last  year. 

9898.  What  was  the  expenditure  ? — It  was  all  that. 

9899.  Is  there  any  charge  made  at  the  Linen  Hall  ?— -None.  , 1 , 

9900.  If  an  article  is  sold,  and  does  not  weigh,  must  it  pay  ? — Some  things  do  not ; but 

the  rule  is  to  charge.  . 

9901.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  market-square  ? — It  is  not. 

9902.  What  proportion  ?— It  would  not  be  easy  to  say;  but  some  of  it  is  sold  outside. 
Nearly  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  market  is  weighed  there,  with  the  exception 

9903.  How  do  you  account  for  butter  not  being  weighed,  when  there  is  no  extra  charge? 

Nothing  further  than  that  the  merchants  find  it  more  convenient  to  stop  at  home,  and,  of 

course,  the  farmers  will  go  to  the  store.  . , 

9904.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  ? — Down  weight,  and  the  scales  hang  nine  niches 
off  the  ground. 

9905.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound  ? — I do.  , 

9906.  If  it  will  not  take  the  pound  down,  you  would  throw  it  out  ? Exactly. 

9907.  Are  there  any  deductions  for  beamage  ?— None  whatever. 

9908.  Do  you  give  the  ticket  for  the  gross  weight? — Yes;  and  the  merchants  weigh 
the  empty  sacks  themselves. 
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9909.  What  would  it  take  to  bring  the  scale,  with  a good  draught,  from  standing  beam 
to  down  weight  ? — I think  half  a pound  would  do  it. 

9910.  Does  the  charge  you  make  cover  every  thing? — It  does. 

9911.  Do  you  keep  porters  to  take  the  loads  off  the  cart  and  put  them  on  ? — We  do. 

9912.  And  the  farmers  need  not  do  any  thing  ? — Nothing  whatever. 

.9913.  Do  you  keep  copies  of  the  tickets? — Not  except  for  flax. 

9914.  Then  how  do  you  know  the  quantity  weighed? — Only  by  the  money  received. 
I would  not  be  able  to  make  out  two  tickets  in  time — we  weigh  very  quick  here.  We 
would  weigh  about  200  pigs  in  the  hour ; and  1 dare  say  there  is  not  a more  correct  place 
in  Ireland. 

9915.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  weigh  a little  slower,  and  keep  a book? — I think' 
it  would,  or  keep  an  additional  clerk. 

9916.  IIow  do  you  weigh  pork? — By  the  112  pounds;  and  it  is  bought  by  the  120 
pounds.  Eleven  pounds  beamage  hangs  on  the  scale,  and  we  give  the  ticket  for  the  net 
weight  in  the  short  hundreds-weight. 

9917.  Do  you  ever  deduct  more  than  eleven  pounds? — We  might  take  off  one  pound 
more  in  wet  weather. 

'9918.  Do  you  weigh  pork  the  same  way  as  corn  ? — Just  the  same. 

9919.  Does  the  charge  of  3d.  a pig  cover  all  expenses? — It  does. 

9920.  Does  the  merchant  make  any  charge  ? — Four  pence  a pig,  I understand. 

9921.  How  does  the  merchant  bring  the  weights  from  short  hundreds-weight  into  long  ? — 
By  deducting  eight  pounds  from  every  hundred-weight. 

9922.  Are  odd  pounds  in  corn  and  pork  paid  for  ? — Yes,  as  near  as  they  can  possibly 
be  brought  to  the  price  of  the  hundred-weight. 

9923.  Have  you  heard  many  disputes  about  the  4 d.  charged  on  every  pig  by  the  mer- 
chants ? — No,  indeed. 

9924.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  butter  ? — By  the  firkin,  down  weight,  to  the 
pound,  and  two  pounds  off  each  firkin,  which  is  taken  off  in  the  scale,  and  does  not  appear 
in  the  ticket  at  all. 

9925.  Do  you  give  a regular  ticket  ? — We  mark  the  weight  with  chalk  upon  the  lid. 

9926.  What  is  to  prevent  the  mark  from  being  altered  ? — Not  much,  except  that  the 
style  of  the  figure  is  generally  known. 

9927.  That  is  a bad  protection? — Very  bad . 

9928.  They  might  change  the  lids? — Yes,  it  has  been  done. 

9929.  Do  you  make  any  entry? — We  always  keep  a private  account  for  the  merchants, 
and  have  the  number  of  what  each  has  brought  on  Saturday. 

9930.  If  the  firkin  is  over  two  quarters  fourteen  pounds,  will  the  seller  be  paid  for  the 
odd  pounds  ?— He  will  not. 

9931.  If  it  is  any  thing  under,  does  the  buyer  deduct  the  amount  ? — He  does. 

9932.  Does  the  merchant  make  any  charge  ? — None. 

9933.  How  do  you  weigh  flax  ? — By  the  hundred-weight,  and  it  is  sold  by  the  stone  of 
sixteen  and  a quarter  pounds ; id.  a stone  is  charged  for  storage,  or,  if  parties  are  not 
willing  to  pay  that,  Is.  6d.  a week. 

9934.  Do  you  charge  w'hether  flax  is  weighed  or  not  ? — We  do  not. 

9935.  What  is  the  largest  quantity  one  buyer  may  purchase  ? — Some  persons  will  buy 
six  or  seven  tons  in  a day. 

9936.  Do  you  weigh  it  gross? — Yes. 

9937.  And  give  a ticket  ? — Yes. 

- 9938.  Do  you  keep  a copy  ? — We  do  for  flax. 

9939.  Do  you  take  a return  of  the  price  ? — We  do. 

9940.  How  do  you  weigh  potatoes? — By  the  112  pounds,  down  weight,  to  the  pound, 
just  the  same  as  corn. 

9941.  Do  you  keep  a copy  of  the  ticket? — No. 

9942.  Do  you  make  any  deductions? — None. 

9943.  Have  you  any  thing  to  do  with  meat? — Yes,  we  weigh  beef  at  1 d.  a quarter,  but 
we  get  very  little ; on  two  quarters  we  only  charge  1 \d.,  and  3d.  a whole  carcass;  two 
pounds  to  the  leg  are  deducted  for  bone,  that  is  eight  pounds  to  the  carcass.  . 

9944.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  of  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  private  stores? 
— Not  very  often,  but  I have  heard  some. 

9945.  Would  it  not  be  very  desirable  to  have  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  and  sold 
in  the  public  market? — Decidedly  it  would. 

9946.  Do  the  markets  here  generally  give  satisfaction  ? — I think  they  do  ; the  charges 
are  generally  considered  reasonable. 

9947-  Would  it  take  much  more  expense  to  make  up  the  returns  of  the  market? — It 
would  require  another  clerk. 

9948.  Would  your  present  number  of  beams  and  scales  weigh  all  the  agricultural 
produce  coming  into  the  town  ? — They  would,  and  if  more  were  required  we  could  very 
easily  get  them. 

9949.  Is  there  much  forestalling  here  ? — There  is  a good  deal  in  butter. 

9950.  Is  this  a large  butter  market  ? — Indeed  it  is. 

9951.  How  many  firkins  are  sold  in  the  year? — A great  number,  but  I could  not  state 
exactly  how  many. 
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John  Straghan  examined. 

9952.  Do  you  reside  here  ? — I do. 

9953.  Do  you  purchase  here  ? — Yes,  I buy  butter  and  pork. 

9954.  Do  you  consider  the  arrangements  in  this  market  satisfactory  ? — Yes,  I think 
they  are. 

9955.  Is  the  accommodation  sufficient? — I suppose  it  is;  we  complain  sometimes  that 
the  square  in  front  of  the  weighing  place  is  not  so  clean  as  it  might  be.  The  charges, 
indeed,  are  very  low,  and  I think  the  weighing  is.  conducted  very  fairly  and  honestly,  as 
much  so  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom. 

9956.  Do  you  think  the  accommodation  and  the  low  charges  has  led  to  the  improve- 
ment in  the  markets  ?— They  were  a good  help  to  it. 

9957.  Do  you  buy  butter  out  of  the  market?— Last  season  I was  not  in  the  market; 
there  was  a great  number  of  strange  buyers  there  endeavouring  to  buy  from  the  farmers, 
and  offering  them  something  of  an  extra  price  to  get  into  the  trade,  and  no  respectable- 
person  could  buy  with  them,  so  that  I remained  at  home  and  the  customers  came  to  me. 

9958.  Would  you  not  be  in  favour  of  obliging  all  produce  to  be  sold  in  the  public 
market,  and  commence  at  a regular  hour  ? — Yes,  if  it  could  be  done  satisfactorily  it  would 
be  very  desirable. 

9959.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  sworn  weighmasters  ? — I would. 

9960.  Would  it  not  be  a protection  to  the  honest  trader? — Very  likely. 

9961.  Are  there  not  buyers  who  can  give  a higher  price  than  you  could  afford  to  give, 
and  make  it  up  in  the  weighing  ? — I think  there  are  some  who  do  it,  but  regarding  the 
people  of  this  town  there  are  very  few  complaints,  and  those  complaints,  I think,  are 
generally  without  foundation. 

9962.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  uniform  system  of  weighing  all  over  the  whole 

country  ? I suppose  it  would  be  as  well,  but  in  the  end  it  does  not  make  any  difference.. 

At  one  time  our  last  agent  endeavoured  to  compel  us  to  buy  by  the  fifty  pounds  instead  of 
the  sixty  pounds,  but  we  refused,  because  we  were  selling  according  to  Belfast.  I think 
one  uniform  system  would  be  as  well. 

9963.  And  abolish  all  deductions  ?— I think  it  would  be  as  well. 

9964.  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  have  the  proper  statistics  of  every  country 
kept  ? — Yes.  It  would  be  very  useful,  if  a man  lost  his  ticket  that  he  could  get  it  from 
the  weiglimaster. 

9965.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  removing  the  fairs  out  of  the  streets  into  enclosed 
fair-greens  ?— I would  ; with  regard  to  tares,  it  ought  to  be  compulsory  upon  coopers  to 
get  the  firkins  branded  in  the  public  markets. 

9966.  What  ought  a weiglimaster  brand  a firkin  which  weighed  twelve  pounds  when 

fresii  ? It  should  be  at  least  thirteen  pounds,  but  very  frequently  a firkin  will  soak  two 

pounds. 

9967.  Would  it  not  be  a good  plan  to  oblige  all  firkins  to  be  so  strong,  as  to  weigh, 
when  filled,  fourteen  pounds  ? — I think  it  would.  Some  of  the  white  firkins  are  found  to 
be  too  light. 


671. 

John  Straghan. 


Average  of  Price  and  Total  amount  of  Quantity  of  Produce  brought  to  Ballymena  Market. 


1850. 

1851. 

s.  d.  s.  d. 

s.  d.  s.  d. 

3,147  casks,  0 C to  OlOJperlb. 

— 0 2|„  0 (i  „ 

7,955  pigs,  25  0 ,,40  0 per  cwt. 

8,415  pigs,  30  0 ,,44  0 per  cwt. 

882  tons,  4 6 ,,  8 0 ,, 

207  ..  8 6 ,,  12  0 „ 

221  .,  9 6 ,,  13  5 „ 

2,57<>  carts,  1 8 ,,  9 4 ,, 

1,112  loads,  0 6 ,,  0 10  ,, 

315  ,,  ] 0 „ 2 6 „ 

657  ,,  0 9 ,,  1 4 ,, 

186  tons,  3 0 ,,  7 9 per  stone 

192  tons,  4 6 „ 8 0 per  stone 

49  0 per  cwt. 
8 0 „ 

11  o „ 


John  Neilson,  Weiglimaster. 


Prices  Charged  on  the  different  Commodities  exposed  for  Sale,  which  includes  Weighing 
Porterage,  &c.  . 


Butter,  per  firkin,  ...  0 1 Turnips,  per  load, 

'.Pork,  per  pig,  . * • .03  Hay,  'per  load, 

Oats,  per  cwt 0 Of  Straw,  per  load,  . 

Oatmeal,  per  cwt.,  • . • . 0 0|  1<  lax.  per  cwt., 

Potatoes,  per  load  of  four  sacks,  I Beef,  per  quarter, 

(one. halfpenny  for  every  extras  0 2 „ per  carcass, 

sack),  J 
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Market  accounts. 


BALLYMONEY, 
19 th  January,  1853. 

672. 

Thomas  M'Eldery. 


Total  Receipts  from  Tolls  and  Weighing  in  Ballymena  1 

November  1,  1850, 

Cost  of  staff,  weighmasters,  porters,  &e., 

Rent  paid  old  Company,  ..... 
Land,  well  worth,  . . . . . . 


<ts  and  Fairs  for  year  ending 
. £299  0 4 

£120  0 0 
1110  0 
20  0 0 


£251  0 0 

Leaving  only  a margin  of  £48  to  keep  up  beams,  scales,  weights,  &c. 

Year  1851 £315  q 3 

Leaving  a margin  of £04  2 3 

Year  1852 £325  13  6 

Leaving  a margin  of £77  12  6 

Since  Sir  Robert  S.  Adair  came  to  have  the  control  of  the  markets  in  his  own  hands,  in  the 
year  1S45,  lie  has  expended  considerably  over  the  income  in  increased  accommodation.  In 
the  year  1846  the  new  weigh-house  and  shedding  in  the  market-place  were  built.  In  1850 
an  additional  weigh-bridge  was  erected  at  a cost  of  £45.  In  1851  additional  sheds  were 
built,  costing  £90;  and  in  1853,  on  completion  of  new  Linen  Hall  (that  being  the  place 
butcher’s  meat  is  now  sold),  a new  shambles  will  be  built  and  enclosed,  with  close  and 
open  stalls,  at  a considerable  outlay,  possibly  the  profits  of  next  five  years. 


Ballymoney,  January  19,  1853. 


Thomas  M‘Eldery  examined. 

9968.  Do  you  reside  in  Ballymoney  ? — I do. 

9969.  W1,at  is  jour  occupation  ? — I am  lessee  of  the  markets,  from  Lord  Antrim  who 
is  the  proprietor. 

9970.  Can  you  state  under  what  patent  or  authority  the  markets  and  fairs  hero  were 
established  ? — I do  not  know  any  thing  of  them. 

9971.  How  often  are  the  markets  held  ?— There  are  two  markets  on  Mondays  and 
Fridays,  for  oats,  and  the  third  Thursday  of  every  month  is  a market  for  butter  pork  flax 
linen,  potatoes,  meal,  cattle,  and  green  crops. 

9972.  When  did  you  get  a lease  of  the  markets  ? — I suppose  about  fifteen  or  sixteen 
years  ago. 

9973.  At  what  rent? — £35  a year. 

9974.  What  does  your  lease  give  ? — Tolls  and  charges  of  every  kind. 

9975.  What  tenure  have  you  ? — Ninety-nine  years. 

9976.  Was  the  market  accommodation  erected  by  you? It  was. 

9977.  What  accommodation  have  you?— A grain  market,  enclosed,  with  stores,  sheds 

and  weigh-house. 

9978.  How  many  beams  and  scales  ? — One. 

9979.  How  large  is  that  market ’—About  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  or  nearlv  so 

square.  J ' 

9980.  Is  the  land  yours  ? — It  is. 

9981.  Could  you  close  that  market  to-morrow,  if  you  chose  ? — No,  I am  bound  to  keen 

it  open.  ^ 

9982.  What  other  markets  have  you  ?— There  is  a market  for  pork,  butter,  flax, 
potatoes,  and  other  articles  generally,  in  a square  enclosed,  with  a weigh-house,  sheds,  and 
small  store,  and  three  pairs  of  beams  and  scales.  There  is  a weigh-bridge  attached  but  it 
is  outside. 

9983.  What  size  is  that  market  ?— Something  better  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet 

9984.  How  many  entrances  ? — Two. 

9985.  Is  that  market  included  in  your  lease  ? It  is. 

9986.  Were  the  buildings  erected  by  you? — They  were. 

^,there  any  other.  market?— There  is  the  Linen  Hall,  but  I have  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  lhe  Earl  of  Antrim  built  it  himself,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  town 

9988.  Where  are  the  fairs  held  ?— In  the  lower  part  of  the  town. 

9989.  Is  there  an  enclosed  fair-green  ? — There  is. 

9990.  Is  that  leased  to  you? — No. 

charged  AK>  *°I1s  paid  “ th8  m!lrl[8t  ?—< Carts  of  young  pigs,  and  some  other  things  are 

9992.  Did  yon  erect  all  the  buildings  yourself  ?_I  did,  with  one  hundred  pounds  from 
Lord  Antrim,  as  assistance. 

999-3.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  of  the  town  sold  in  your  markets  ?— No  part  is 
sold  outside,  and  weighed  in  the  private  stores.  Flax  is  mostly  sold  outside,  and  pork 

9994.  Do  you  make  any  charge  upon  articles  not  brought  in  there  ?— None  whatever 

9995.  Does  grain  all  go  into  the  market? — It  does,  as  far  as  I know. 

9996.  If  persons  sold  corn  in  the  market  and  did  not  weigh,  would  vou  make  anT 

charge? — I would.  " J 

9997.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed  for  the  market? — No,  I.  employ  hands  to 

assist  me  as  weighmaster.  J 

y°u  ever  Set  the  appointment  ? — I was  appointed  under  the  courtleet 

9999.  Were  you  sworn  ? — I was  not. 
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10000.  When  wore  you  appointed  ? — About  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  a"o 
1 000 1 . W hat  are  your  charges  ?-Each  firkin  of  butter,  2 d.;  each  pig,  including  porterage 
and  inspection,  4 d.-  each  cart  of  potatoes,  for  the  use  of  the  scales  and  weights,  3d. : retail- 
ing meal  in  the  scales,  U.  a day ; each  hide  Id.,  paid  by  the  seller ; inspecting  a hide,  Id. 
paid  by  tho  buyer;  turnips  and  green  crops,  generally  the  same  as  potatoes;  butter 
flax,  and  pork,  arc  not  charged  for  unless  weighed ; any  thing  under  twenty  stone  of 
grain,  Id.,  up  to  thirty  stone,  2d.,  over  that  3d. 

10002.  Have  you  a sufficient  number  of  beams  and  scales  to  weigh  all  the  agricultural 
produce  coming  into  the  town  ? — I think  so. 

10003.  Do  the  markets  commence  at  any  regular  hour  ?— The  pork  market  commences 
at  eight  o clock,  the  grain  market  begins  at  ten  ; there  is  no  regular  hour  for  flax 

10004.  W lmt  time  is  the  weighing  generally  over  ?— Generally  about  one  o’clock  in  the 
day.  borne  days  it  may  take  longer,  and  some  days  less. 

10005.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ? — Yes. 

1 0006.  Is  it  printed  ? — It  is. 

jyilat  do  y°u  enter?— The  name  of  the  seller,  the  date,  and  the  gross  weight, 
10008.  Do  you  enter  the  price  ? — No. 

1000!).  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — I do. 

10010.  What  are  your  charges  upon  the  weigh-bridge  ? — Three  pence  a load 
10011.  Would  you  charge  3d.  for  a donkey’s  load  ?— No,  onlv  \{d. 

10012.  Does  it  rest  with  you  what  to  charge?— I suppose  if  I charged  more  than  was 
charged  in  other  markets,  I would  only  injure  myself. 

10013.  Have  you  any  board,  with  a list  of  charges  posted  up  in  the  markets,  which  every 
person  might  see?— No,  I never  had;  but  I think  it  would  be  very  well  to  have  such 
a board. 


cry  well  to  have  such 
all  the  markets  ? — I do  for  pork  and  flax,  and  the  weigh- 


10014.  Do  you  keep  a book 
bridge  ; but  not  for  butter. 

10015.  How  do  you  weigh  corn  ?— Down  weight,  to  the  two  pounds. 

1001G.  If  it  were  standing  beam  would  you  throw  out  two  pounds  ? — I would. 

10017.  Do  you  make  any  deductions  for  beamage  ? — None  whatever. 

10018.  Do  you  tare  the  empty  sack  ?— We  take  an  allowance  for  it,  from  three  pounds 
up  to  six  pounds ; we  put  the  gross  weight  down,  and  take  off  the  allowance. 

1001!).  Do  you  never  weigh  the  empty  sack? — Never. 

10020.  How  do  you  weigh  pork? — Down  weight,  to  the  pound,  and  weigh  by  112 
pounds.  ° J 

10021.  Do  you  deduct  any  thing? — Nothing  whatever  ; I believe  the  buyer  takes  off  ten 
pounds. 

10022.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  butter?— Down  weight,  to  the  pound. 

10023.  Do  you  take  off  any  allowance  ? — None  at  all. 

10024.  Do  you  deduct  the  weight  of  the  firkin  ? — Yes,  whatever  is  marked. 

10025.  Do  you  charge  2d.  a firkin  ?— Yes  ; and  half  a firkin  Id. 

1002G.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  flax  ?— By  the  1 12  pounds,  down  weight,  to  the 
pound,  and  no  deductions. 

10027.  What  weight  would  bring  your  scales,  with  a draught  of  two  hundred-weight, 
from  standing  beam  to  down  weight  ? — I think  two  pounds. 

10028.  What  height  are  the  scales  from  the  ground  at  standing  beam? — About  six 
niches. 


1002!).  How  do  you  weigh  potatoes? — The  parties  generally  hire  out  the  weights;  but 
we  sometimes  weigh  them  in  sacks,  down  weight,  to  the  pound. 

10030.  V hat  staff'  have  you  employed? — I have  four  weighmasters,  four  clerks,  an 
inspector,  and  seven  porters  in  the  pork  market ; I think  there  are  about  seventeen  persons 
altogether  employed  upon  market-clays. 

10031.  How  many  in  the  corn  market? — Five,  and  myself. 

10032.  Do  you  pay  taxes,  provide  tickets,  and  keep  the  place  in  repair?— I do. 

10033.  What  capital  have  you  invested  in  the  buildings? — About  £2,000. 

10034.'  Could  you  give  any  idea  of  what  your  receipts  are  ? — I could  not  at  present. 

10035.  Have  the  markets  increased  in  consequence  of  the  accommodation  you  have 
given  ? — There  was  no  such  thing  as  a corn  market  here  at  all,  until  I first  started  it. 

10036.  Would  you  be  willing  to  part  with  your  interest  to  trustees  or  other  parties,  upon 
receiving  fair  compensation  ? — Indeed  I would. 


Mr.  James  Cransey  examined. 

10037.  Do  you  reside  in  Ballymoney? — I do. 

10038.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a solicitor,  and  I act  locally  for  Lord  Antrim. 

10039.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  regarding  the  patent  under  which  the  markets 
here  are  held  ? — It  is  a patent  granted  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  James  the  First, 
dated  1603,  granting  to  Sir  Randal  M'Donnell,  knight,  afterwards  Earl  of  Antrim,  all  the 
rights  of  the  markets  here.  There  was  a second  patent  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  First,  in  the  year  1629,  confirming  the  former  patent,  and  granting  the 
territory,  with  all  the  rights  of  markets  and  fairs,  tolls,  customs,  and  all  the  rights  and 
privileges. 

10040.  Does  it  mention  any  specific  days  ? — I cannot  find  any  specific  day,  nor  from  the 
extent  of  the  territory  do  I think  it  likely  it  grants  any.  It  is  a grant  of  a very  extensive 
country,  comprising  perhaps  half  the  whole  county  of  Antrim.  An  earnest  opposition  was 
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got  up  to  the  payment  of  tolls,  and  I believe  it  was  put  in  process  of  trial,  but  ultimately 
the  tolls  were  given  up,  and  none  whatever  charged.  _ . , 0 rj,  . , , , , 

10041.  Do  you  think  there  was  any  difficulty  m proving  the  title  ?— No,  I think  not ; but 
a series  of  abuses  had  crept  in,  such  as  demanding  tolls  upon  cattle  not  sold;  and  there  were 
a number  of  standings  in  .the  streets,  where  people  sold  waves,  and  were  merely  occupying 
the  public  streets,  and  were  charged  tolls,  and  there  was  a plan  used  of  swearing  parties ; 
and  I believe,  Lord  Antrim,  from  good  feeling,  did  not  wish  to  insist  upon  his.  rights  and 
for  the  sake  of  the  town  they  were  given  up.  Mr.  James  Stewart  Moore  had  a lease 
of  them,  which  I believe  was  merely  temporary,  and  I imagine  Lord  Antrim  gave  him  some 

'TooTr  When  was  that  ?— 1 should  think  about  the  J'eat  1830  ; Mr.  Moore  had  a collector 
under  him,  or  sublet  the  tolls.  . , . . , , 0 , 

10043  Did  the  fairs  and  markets  remain  then  m Lord  Antrim  s own  hands  t t hey  did, 
until  he  leased  them  to  Mr.  M'lildery,  in  March,  1846 ; it  is  right  to  say  that  before  that  tune 
there  were  no  good  markets,  they  were  held  altogether  in  the  streets,  and  the  fairs  wcie  held 
in  a common,  not  at  all  enclosed.  There  was  a general  feeling  that  there  was  not  proper 
accommodation,  and  there  were  markets  established  upon  private  speculation,  by  Mr. 
M'Eldery,  and  a person  named  Mitchel.  , , „ . , 

10044*.  What  are  the  days  for  holding  fairs? — Fifth  May,  10th  July,  and  6tli  October. 

10045.  What  does  the  lease  grant? — The  markets  merely. 

10046.  Is  there  any  thing  to  prevent  Lord  Antrim  from  establishing  another  market . 

I see  nothing  in  the  lease  to  prevent  him,  but  I suppose  there  was  an  understanding  to  that 

10047.  Is  there  any  schedule  attached  to  the  lease  ? — There  is  not;  but  there  was  an  old 
schedule  established  by  the  jury  of  the  courtleet,  whether  that  has  been  departed  from  by 
Mr.  M' Elder v,  I cannot  say.  There  is  no  doubt,  Lord  Antrim  intended  to  give  whatever 
rights  belonged  to  the  market ; but  I think  he  wanted  to  have  the  power  of  retaining  them 

to  some  extent,  in  his  own  hands,  to  prevent  abuse.  c 

10048.  In  whom  does  the  appointment  of  officers  rest? — I think  in  the  lessee  of  the 
markets ; Lord  Antrim  does  not  exercise  any  control.  It  is  due  to  Lord  Antrim  to  say  that 
at  his  request,  the  Town  Commissioners  here  levy  a small  rate  tor  gas  and  borough 
improvements,  and  the  principal  parties  who  pay  are  the  Commissioners  themselves,  and  it 
is  very  creditable  to  them  that  they  have  put  themselves  under  the  Act ; and  there  is  no 
officer  of  the  body  except  the  inspector  of  the  town  paid  one  farthing.  n hen  Lord  Antrim 
came  to  this  county,  some  few  years  ago,  a deputation  was  appointed,  of  which  1 was  one, 
to  bring  different  questions  before  his  lordship : one  was  with  regard  to  the  fairs  and 
markets,  which  were  then  thought  to  be  declining.  The  fair-green  was  a common,  part  of 
which  was  excavated,  the  earth  being  taken  away  for  any  purpose  which  was  wanted.  It 
was  then  offered  that  the  TownHall  should  be  improved,  and  the  fairs  and  markets  improved, 
and  Lord  Antrim  offered,  if  necessary,  to  throw  off  the  rent  of  the  markets  altogether,  and 
give  a sum  of  money  towards  them.  There  was  a proposition  made  to  buy  from  Mr. 
M'Eldery,  his  rights,  but  it  fell  to  the  ground.  . „ 

10049-  Did  Lord  Antrim  give  Mr.  M'Eldery  any  assistance  towards  building  the  market/ 
—He  gave  him  £100  for  the  grain  market ; so  far  as  I know,  I think  Mr.  M'Eldery  conducts 
the  markets  very  well,  except  that  there  are  some  complaints  as  to  the  amount  of  the  charges, 
and  that  there  are  not  sufficient  hands  to  have  the  markets  over  in  tune  ; but  it  is  only  due  to 
him  to  state  that  there  could  not  be  a more  painstaking  man.  A meeting  of  the  Commis- 
sioners was  held  here  last  night,  at  which  there  was  a general  feeling  that  a complete 
uniformity  of  weights  and  measures  should  be  established,  and  an  abolition  ot  trets  and 
deductions.  , . , 

10050.  Is  the  general  feeling  that,  if  proper  accommodation,  and  an  efficient  staff  were 
provided,  all  agricultural  produce  should  be  sold  and  weighed  in  the  public  market  l Most 
decidedly ; it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  the  farmer  and  to  the  honest  buyer. 

10051.  Would  it  not  be  a great  advantage  to  have  the  markets  commence  at  a stated 

hour? — There  can  be  no  question  of  the  advantage  of  it. 

10052.  Do  you  not  think,  as  a rule  over  the  whole  country,  that  the  charges  m such 
markets  ought  to  be  nothing  more  than  would  support  them  efficiently  ?— 1 Certainly;  foi  a 
good  market  will  increase  the  value  of  all  the  neighbouring  property,  and  no  money  should 
be  derived  from  it. 

10053.  Would  it  not  be  one  advantage  of  such  a market  that  we  could  obtain  the  proper 
agricultural  statistics  of  the  country  ? — Yery  much  so ; and  such  a thing  is  quite  impossible 
at  the  present  time.  I also  wish  to  remark,  that  I think  the  jurisdiction  of  magistrates 
ought  to  be  extended,  with  regard  to  the  settling  of  disputes  between  buyer  and  seller , 
the  moment  the  value  of  any  article  exceeds  £5,  the  magistrate  has  no  jurisdiction ; « the 
law  were  that  the  value  of  the  fraud  should  not  exceed  £5,  it  might  work  very  well,  bu 
at  present  the  magistrate  is  almost  deprived  of  any  jurisdiction.  It  strikes  me  that  the 
magistrates  should  have  the  power  of  deciding  in  these  questions  at  once,  and  where  t icy 
do  not  feel  themselves  competent,  to  call  in  a jury  of  two  or  three  to  get  an  opinion. 

10054.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  have  a competent  inspector  at  the  head  ot  every 
market  to  arbitrate  between  buyer  and  seller  ? — The  only  difficulty  would  be  to  get  a peison 
of  standing  and  character,  for  the  remuneration  could  hardly  be  sufficient  to  induce  such  a 
person  to  accept  the  situation.  There  is  at  present  an  inspector  m the  grain  market,  ana 
I believe  his  decisions  generally  give  satisfaction ; and  also  an  inspector  of  pork,  who  cu 
the  pigs  to  see  whether  they  are  diseased  or  not.  I regret  that  m cases  ot  cfcar  fraud  i 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


435 


parties  are  not  prosecuted  ; the  lessee  did,  in  one  or  two  instances  prosecute,  and  it  had  a 
very  beneficial  effect;  but  in  the  case  of  oats  fraudulently  made  up,  the  buyer  just  reduces 
them  m price  so  much  a stone,  and  that  is  considered  a sufficient  punishment.  1 think  it 
very  short-sighted,  in  every  case  where  fraud  occurs,  not  to  bring  it  before  the  magistrate 
and  have  the  full  penalty  inflicted 


Mr.  John  Doherty  examined. 

10055.  Do  you  reside  in  Ballymoncy? — I have  an  office  here. 

10056.  Do  you  purchase  in  this  market?— Yes  ; butter,  flax,  pork,  and  grain. 

1 0057.  Do  you  generally  purchase  and  weigh  in  the  market  ?— No  ; I weigh  part  in  mv 
own  place.  3 

10058.  Why  do  you  not  weigh  all  in  the  market?— The  market  is  not  convenient  • mv 
premises  are  at  some  distance  from  it.  ’ 

10059.  Do  you  consider  the  market  arrangements  well  carried  out?— I think  they  are. 
10060.  Is  the  weighing  satisfactorily  performed?— I consider  that  it  is  honestlv  performed’ 
1006 1 . As  a general  rule,  would  you  not  be  in  favour  of  weighing  all  agricultural  produce 
in  the  public  market  ? — I would,  if  it  were  made  uniform. 

10062-  Do  you  conceive  being  obliged  to  buy  and  sell  there  would  be  any  restriction  upon 
trade  ? — Certainly  not.  L 

1 0063.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  markets  commence  at  a regular  stated  hour9 
— I would. 

10064.  Would  you  bo  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the 
whole  country  ? — I would. 

10065.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  weigh  to  the  pound,  and  abolish  all 
deductions  ? — I think  if  you  abolish  them  everywhere  it  would  be  just  the  same  to  all 
parties. 

1 0066.  Is  not  the  present  system  considered  a great  source  of  annoyance  to  the  farmers  9 
—It  is;^I  would  have  no  objection  to  the  change. 

10067.  Does  not  the  system  at  least  keep  up  a fictitious  price  ? — I do  not  think  it  makes 
any  difference  ; we  gain  nothing  by  it,  and  I think  it  would  be  just  as  well  to  abolish  the 
system,  and  regulate  our  prices  correspondingly. 

10068  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  obtain  proper  statistical  returns  of  all  the  markets  ? 
It  could  be  very  easily  done,  and  it  would  give  valuable  information  to  parties  wrho  wish 
to  speculate. 

10069.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  all  empty  firkins  branded  by  a public 
sworn  officer,  in  the  public  market  ?— Most  certainly. 

10070.  Are  you  aware  of  any  frauds  practised  in  the  branding  of  firkins  ?— Plenty  of 
them.  3 

10071.  Do  you  not  think  the  very  system  of  deduction  makes  the  farmer  inclined  to  take 
every  advantage  he  can  in  order  to  meet  them  ?— Well,  I think  it  does  ; I have  lost  £500, 

I am  sure,  by  the  tares  upon  firkins ; they  have  been  sent  home  to  me  weigh  in0-  seventeen 
pounds,  which  were  branded  fourteen  pounds ; I got  a letter  to-day,  from  Edinburgh,  com- 
plaining that  there  were  twenty-two  pounds  over  weight,  in  eleven  firkins ; and  I have  a 
letter  from  Newcastle  requiring  me  to  allow  £l  135.  2d.  for  tares. 

10072.  Do  you  pay  for  over  seventy  pounds  ? — We  pay  for  seventy-two  pounds ; not  over 
that. 

10073.  What  do  you  deduct? — Fourteen  pounds  for  the  cask. 

10074.  Do  you  deduct  any  beamage? — None. 

10075  What  is  your  system  of  weighing? — Down  weight;  we  are  not  very  strict  in 
bringing  it  down,  provided  it  be  fair  weight. 

10076.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound  ? — Yes. 

10077-  Do  you  ever  strip  the  firkins  ?— Sometimes.  The  Manchester  people  passed  a 
resolution  that  they  would  not  take  in  butter  from  our  part  of  the  country  unless  it  were 
re- weighed  and  tared  ; and  where  there  are  one  hundred  firkins,  they  will"  just  take  ten  of 
the  heaviest,  and  where  there  are  fifty,  take  five,  and  weigh  them,  as  an  average. 

10078.  Is  it  the  case  that  if  the  cooper  makes  the  firkins  very  light,  he  will  not  get  much 
custom  ? — Indeed  it  is,  in  many  cases.  Of  course  I do  not  mean  to  take  in  all  the  trade. 

10079.  Do  you  think  what  the  farmers  lose  by  not  being  paid  beyond  a certain  weight, 
covers  the  over  tares  ?— Not  at  all.  The  farmers  now  take  care  to  weigh  the  firkins  at 
home,  and  do  not  give  us  a great  deal  to  play  upon. 

10080.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  butter  sold  and  weighed  in  the  public 
market?— I would.  x 

10081.  W ould  you  have  it  inspected  by  a public  sworn  inspector  before  sale  ?— Decidedly. 
10082.  Is  the  pork  you  buy  weighed  in  the  public  market  ? — It  is. 

10083.  How  do  you  buy  it  ?— By  the  120  pounds,  and  ten  pounds  are  taken  off  each  pig. 

It  is  weighed  by  the  112  pounds,  and  the  full  weight  put  in  the  ticket,  and  then  we  deduct 
ten  pounds  for  the  head  and  feet. 

10084.  Do  you  keep  the  head  and  feet  ? — We  do. 

10085.  Do  you  make  the  same  deductions  whether  the  pig  is  large  or  small  ? Just 

the  same. 

10086.  Do  you  make  any  charge  ? — Two  pence  a pig  for  porterage. 

10087.  How  do  you  bring  the  weight  from  short  hundrcds-weiglit  into  long  ?— We  briii"- 
it  into  pounds,  and  divide  them  by  120. 

3 Iv  2 
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l9t h January,  1853.' 

67a 

Mr.  James  Cransey. 


674. 

Mr.  John  Doherty. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


BALLYMONEY. 
19t7i  January,  1858. 

674. 

Mr.  John  Doherty. 


675. 

Mr.  David  "Wilson. 


Mr.  Wm.  M'Affee 


436  FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 

10088.  Have  you  ever  known  buyers  in  bringing  the  weight  into  long  hundreds-weight, 
deduct  odd  pounds  from  twenty-eight  pounds  instead  of  thirty  pounds  ?— I am  aware  that 
it  has  been  done.  . „ . , ... 

10089.  Would  you  take  into  calculation,  m buying  a small  pig  that  you  would  have  a 
greater  per  centage  off  it  ?— If  I were  curing  at  home,  I think  I would. 

10090.  Have  you  ever  known  frauds  to  be  practised  by  parties  stating  that  pigs  were 
measly  when  the  market  was  over?— I cannot  say  that  such  things  occurred  to  my  own 

lai1009  if  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  pork  sold  and  weighed  in  the  public  market?— 

1 To 092.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  one  uniform  system  of  weighing,  and  abolishing  all 
deductions  ? — Certainly. 

10093.  Do  you  buy  flax  ? — I do. 

10094.  Do  you  weigh  it  in  the  public  market  ? — Yes.  . 

10095  How  do  vou  buy  it  ? — Flax  is  sold  here  by  the  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  with 

a tare  of  four  pounds  to  the  hundred-weight ; it  is  weighed  in  the  market  by  one  hundred 
and  twelve  pounds.  . , , , 

10096  Do  vou  make  any  charge?— We  charge  upon  every  parcel  of  one-half  hundred- 

weight or  one  hundred-weight,  2d. ; and  if  we  buy  a parcel  of  twenty  hundreds-weight,  we 
charge  but  2d.  , _ , , . . . , , „ 

10097.  What  is  the  average  weight  of  a parcel  ? — Eight  or  ten  hundreds-weight ; we  call 
the  whole  cart-load  a parcel.  I am  just  now  waiting  to  get  a parcel  weighed  of  one  ton  or 
one  and  a-lialf  ton,  and  only  2d.  will  be  charged  upon  it. 

10098.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  penalties  recoverable  in  a summary  way  before 
one  magistrate,  for  frauds  upon  the  part  of  the  buyer  and  seller  ?— Certainly. 

10099.  Would  you  make  it  the  duty  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  market  to  act  as 
prosecutor  in  such  cases  ? — I would. 

Mr.  David  Wilson  examined. 

10100.  Do  you  reside  here?— I do.  _ . . 

10101.  What  office  do  you  hold? — That  of  secretary  to  the  Town  ( omtnissioners.  Iho 
Commissioners  took  these  questions  into  consideration,  and  they  agreed,  with  regard  to  the 
uniformity  of  weights  and  measures,  that  the  decimal  system  was,  in  their  opinion,  the  best. 
Some  persons  were  in  favour  of  the  1 12  pounds,  but  the  general  opinion  was,  as  1 have 
stated.  They  considered  that  the  markets  should  open  and  close  at  a given  hour,  by 
ring  of  bell ; that  the  present  system  of  tares  and  deductions  should  be  abolished  in 
pork,  flax,  and  every  other  article ; that  there  should  be  a public  officer  to  brand  casks  of 
butter,  allowin'1-  one  pound  for  soakage  on  casks  under  ten  pounds,  and  up  to  sixteen  pounds, 
allowing  two  pounds  ; and  that  there  should  be  a public  officer  in  each  market,  whose  duty 
would  be  inspecting  produce,  and  making  any  arrangements  between  buyers  and  sellers. 

10102.  Was  it  considered  desirable  that  it  should  be  made  compulsory  to  buy  and  sell  in 
the  public  market  ? — Yes  ; that  was  the  universal  opinion. 

10103.  It  was  not  considered  any  restriction  upon  trade? — On  the  contrary,  quite  in 
favour  of  both  parties.  We  are  of' opinion  that  perhaps  there  are  no  better  conducted 
markets  than  these  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  but  that  all  markets  generally  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  public  officers  or  trustees.  There  is  also  a desire  generally  felt  that  there  should 
be  a weekly  market  here.  ...  A , . . . 

10104.  Are  the  Town  Commissioners  in  favour  of  removing  fairs  out  ot  the  streets  into 
enclosed  fair-greens  ? — They  are. 

Mr.  William  M'Affeo  examined. 

10105.  Where  do  you  reside? — About  three  miles  from  this. 

10106.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a farmer ; and  1 act  as  assistant-secretary  to  the 
Farming  Society,  and  I am  a Poor  Law  Guardian. 

10107.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a general  market,  where  it  should  be  com- 
uulsory  to  buy  and  sell  ?- — I certainly  would.  , o t>  t 

10108.  You  do  not  consider  that  it  would  be  any  injury  to  farmers  ?— By  no  means,  i 
object,  upon  the  part  of  my  brother  farmers,  to  the  want  ot  a sufficient  staff  here  upon  large 

md10l09.  Would  you  have  the  charges  in  a public  market  only  sufficient  to  support  it  ?— 
Yes  • to  support  it  liberally.  With  regard  to  pigs,  we  complain  that  if  there  be  a diseased 
pig  the  inspector  is  not  permitted  by  the  purchaser  to  state  how  much  the  pig  is  worse  of 
it  We  want  to  have  the  inspector  to  fix  the  deduction,  and  not  have  it  thrown  over  upon 
the  buyer.  I have  known  parties  to  exact  15s.  off  a poor  man  who  could  not  afford  to  take 
his  pig  home,  when,  perhaps,  4s.  would  be  the  just  reduction.  At  present  people  arc  thrown 
upon  the  mercy  of  a just  or  unjust  buyer,  as  the  case  may  be. 

10110.  You  would  have  a sworn  inspector  and  weighmaster  ?— Certainly.  Wo  thinl,  too, 
that  it  would  be  a good  paying  trade' to  weigh  all  the  butter  for  Id.  a cask,  uhioli  is  at 
present  charged  Id.  At  present,  also,  when  selling  pork  to  a man,  ho  has  a house  01  a kind 
of  sentry-box  in  which  he  stands,  and  leaves  me  in  the  streeVwhile,  perhaps,  it  may  be 


snowing;  and  charges  me  Id.  for  giing  there  to  get  my  money.  There w another  imposition 
as  regards  the  oat  market;  If  a poor  man  comes  in  with  one  bag  of  oats  which  weigh 
eighteen  stone  ten  pounds,  the  weighmaster  marks  four  pounds  for  the  bag,  which 
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brings  tie  remaining  pounds  below  half  a stone,  and  the  purchaser  will  only  pay  for  eighteen  Bl 

StToSi  1 1 . Do  the  purchasers  pay  for  nothing  under  half  a stone  ?— No  ; and  if  a poor  man  has 
but  one  sack,  it  presses  heavily.  Mr. 

10112.  Is  every  pound  of  flax  paid  for? — Yes.  , 

10113.  At  the  same  price  ?— Certainly ; or  as  near  as  can  be  calculated. 

10114.  Is  it  the  same  in  pork  ? — J ust  the  same. 

10115.  Is  butter  all  paid  for  ?— It  is.  . . . x , 

101 IG  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  produce  weighed  standing  beam,  to  the 
wound  and  all  deductions  abolished  ?— Certainly  ; and  let  the  prices  be  brought  to  meet 
that  system.  I cannot  see  any  benefit  to  the  honest  merchant  in  the  present  system. 

10117  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 

country  ? I would,  most  decidedly  ; and  I think  the  decimal  system  would  be  the  best  if 

we  could  get  it.  At  present  I cannot  take  up  a newspaper  and  see  what  prices  are  in  other 
markets,  for  I do  not  know  what  their  tares  are,  or  how  they  weigh. 

10118.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  removing  all  fairs  into  properly  enclosed  fair-greens . 

_ lOllT^Vould  you  be  willing  t.o  pay  a small  charge?— I would.  There  is  one  thing  of 
which  we  feel  tlio  want  very  much  here : if  a dispute  occurs  between  a buyer  and  atelier, 
the  magistrates  live  at  such  a distance,  and  their  business  keeps  them  out  of  the  mailcet, 
and  we  have  no  local  magistrates,  of  which  we  greatly  feel  the  want. 

10120  Would  you  have  penalties,  recoverable  in  a summary  way,  for  fiaud,  upon  the 
mrt  either  of  buyer  or  seller?— I would.  It  is  not  sufficient  punishment  on  a farmer, 
when  ho  brings  in  bad  oats,  for  the  market  inspector  to  say  the  oats  are  worth  so  much 
less ; it  never  roaches  the  public  prints.  1 would  say,  fine  the  party  m all  such  cues,  If t 
the  officer  of  the  market  prosecute  any  party  who  brings  in  fraudulent  oats,  let  him  be 
punished  and  then  take  home  his  grain  and  clean  it  properly. 

1 10121  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  proper  returns  of  the  market 
statistics  kept  ? — I think  it  would  greatly  benefit  us,  for  it  would  show  the  people  around 
who  might  be  inclined  to  go  somewhere  else,  that  our  markets  had  increased,  which  would 
induce  them  to  come  in  here. 

Mr.  James  Thompson  examined.  ^ 

10122.  Do  you  live  in  BaHymoney?— Ido.  . . ... 

10123.  Do  you  buy  flax  and  corn? — I do ; and  I keep  large  spinning  mills. 

1 0 1 94  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  general  markets  over  the  whole  country,  where 
all  parties  would  be  obliged  to  buy  and  sell?-I  would;  with  the  charge  as  reasonable  as 

P°10125  Would  you  approve  of  having  the  markets  commence  and  close  at  a certain 

hO10126DWould  you  he  in  favour  of  one  uniform  system  of  buying  and  selling  over  the 

irl'l°0i  agric»lturnl  produce  should  be  weighed  to  the  pound  standing 

beam  and  every  deduction  abolished  except  the  actual  tare?— Yes;  it  would  prevent 
complaints  upon  the  part  of  the  farmers,  and  would  he  found  more  satisfactory  for  all  parties 
10128.  Would  you  have  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  market  empowered  to  arbitrate  in 
cases  of  dismite  between  buyer  and  seller  ? — 1 would.  . . _ » 

10129.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  obtain  from  the  officers  m char0e  of  t 
markets  proper  statistical  returns? — It  would  he  very  desirable-  _ , , 

1013o!  Would  you  have  all  fairs  removed  out  of  the  streets  into  proper  enclosed 

D^ihdfftfitmers,  generally,  would  object  to  pay  a small  toll  for  the  use 
nf  the  fair-oreen? — No;  I am  sure  they  would  willingly  do  so.  , . 0 

10132  Would  it  not  be  the  best  plan  to  make  a small  charge  upon  all  cattle  entering  - 
J think  so;  every  man  should  p.ay  for  the  accommodation  he  gets,  whether  he  sells  or 

"tStX^rSroiuy  idea  of  the  quantity  of  agricultural  produce  sold  in  Bally- 
money  ? — 1 can  go  as  near  as  possible  to  it. 

Ballymoney  Market. 

„T  •„  having  been  made  of  mo  by  several  of  the  large  landed  proprietors  of 
this  neighbourhood^  respecting  the  state  of  this  market,  in  comparison  with  former  periods, 
this  neighbourhoo  , 1 k . f t0  documents,  that  previous  to,  and  for  some 

and  m answi “ mis  oHStter  and  pork  were  the  extent  of  the  wecHy 
years  after,  180°,  ^ ^ t0  Belfast . t]Ml  quantity  gradually  increasing  till  the 

commenced,  still  &c  (anj,  in  addition,  those  of  Newtown- 

Ze  foUowing  short  statistic,  that  the  town  of  Ballymoney  retains  its  position  as  one  of  very 
considerable  importance  in  the  North. 


LT.YMOKEY, 
January,  1853. 
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BAELYMMEI,  » The  grain  market  was,  after  some  previous  attempts,  commenced  in  1831,  since  which 
10th  January,  1803.  there  have  been  sold — ’ 


677. 

Mr.  Jas.  Thompson. 


In  1833, 
,,  1834, 
„ 1835, 
„ 1836, 


2,440 
2,614 
2, ISO 


In  1837, 
1838, 
„ 1839, 
„ 1S40, 


962  Tons. 


1,95 

2,505 


In  1841, 
„ 1S42, 
„ 1843, 
1844, 


2,103  Tons. 
2,189  ., 

2,351  „ 

2,300 


Making  a total  of  25,200  tons,  which,  at  an  average  of  £6  per  ton,  shows  £ 15 1 200  emended 
in  gram  (principally  oats)  m twelve  years.  1 

mny^TcftLd  Mm'lal  amou"t  ot  the  various  agricnltural  articles  now  bought  in  Ballymoney 

About  20,000  sacks  of  oats,  say  2*300  tons, 

8,000  pigs,  „ 800 

„ 9,000  casks  butter,  „ 280 

„ — flax,  „ 200 

Hides,  tallow,  beef,  probably  1 20 


Giving  yearly  3,700  tons,  value, 


, value,  at  £6  per  ton,  £13.S00 
at  35  „ 28,000 

■ at  80  „ 22,400 

at  45  „ 9,000 

amount,  .6,S00 


£80,000 


300  chests,  value,  £5,000 
1 50  hhds.,  „ 0,000 

5,000 


®enS^7Rei0Med  ‘'f  and  “tS  ta0,,8i‘  marketa  for  the  supply  of 

gram  cmsumcd  at  Bann 

jratioattm  yarn  market,  at  one  time  of  great  importance  here,  has  now  entirelv 
ceased  the  manufacturers  being  supphed  with  millspnn  from  England.  JSclfast  &c  7 

sold  by  °°°  *»  * "-hs  wore 

now  the  bleachers  and  buyers  are  supphed  from  o.vtenshAnanufao(nrers”who  havoflms 
now  no  necessity  to  resort  to  public  markets.  Still,  at  the  smallest  computet  on  Pin  n™ 
are  annually  paid  for  linen  in  the  markets  of  Ballymoney.  computation,  £40,000 

“ It  is  more  difficult  to  make  an  estimate  of  articles  consumed  - but  it  is  sunnnspd 
the  amount  would  read,  say  for  the  articles  of—  8 suPPoseci 

Tea, 

Sugar, 

And  Tobacco,  probably 

» tie  knprovements  taking  place  in  agriculture,  by  draining,  green  cropping  &o 

it  is  to  be  expected,  increased  quantities  of  produce  will  be  available  for  expo??-  fnd  in 
addition  to  those  enumerated  maybe  added,  cattle,  potatoes,  fowl,  and  eg??  of  whir , 

trtSi^Stf  ° eiten‘'  h“e  teen  made  °f  lat°  *»  England  Sd  Sootlant 

“I-  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, ' 

- “ Balnamore,  Ballymoney,  181/,  December,  1844."  ' JiMB5  Th0*“*°n. 

“ Ballymoney,  20th  November,  1852. 

“ Since  the  foregoing  letter  was  written,  for  the  information  of  parties  interested  in  this 
town  many  changes  have  occurred,  and  severe  trials  experienced  by  the  mercantile  and 
agnoultural  ™ld'  aB,'?,e11  “ }V  othei  classes  of  society.  The  year  1845  beiim  one  of 
great  prosperity,  was  followed  by  the  commencement  of  the  potato  blight  in  1846  and  to 
its  continuance  ma,  be  attributed  much  of  the  misery  that  has  ensSed,  as  also  b? rim 
re?orted?rSltl0nS  °°casl0”ed  bI  tIie  Iecent  “Iterations  in  the  com  laws,  necessarily 

“ We  now  find  prosperity  on  the  ascendant,  which  may  in  part  be  accounted  for  by  the 
splendid  crop  of  gram  and .flax  we  have  had  this  season,  as  well  as  by  the  large  produce 
and  improved  condition  of  the  potato  crop,  which,  added  to  the  laige  infiuS  ?f  gffid 
appears  to  create  fresh  impetus  to  trade  and  commerce,  leading  to  new  channel?  for 
employment  and  to  increased  energy  and  industry.  In  no  way  could  this  ho  promoted 
with  so  much  advantage  to  the  country  generally  as  by  the  formation  or  completion  of 
railways,  es  well  for  the  transit  of  the  produce  of  the  country  and  merchandize  as  for 
economizing  time,  the  value  of  which  is  now  so  pinch  better  appreciated.  It  may  there 
fore,  be  satisfaotoiy  to  continue  the  return  of  the  markets  of  this  town  until  the  Wrt 
SyTat  le  q'“mtlty  of  Produce  sold  “ *be  following  years,  up  to  November  in 

Pork. 

Tons. 

976 
1,119 


Year. 

1845 

1846 

1847 

1848 

1849 

1850 

1851 


Oats. 

Tons. 

2,900 

2,030 

1,355 

2,155 

2,245 

1,380 

1,550 

1,400 


412 

226 

270 

420 

460 

500 


Flax. 

Tons. 

126 

102 

90 

102 

120 

120 

136 


Butter. 

Firkins. 

13,200 

13,300 

13,200 

12.500 

15.500 
12,000 
10,600 
12,000 
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Exclusive  of  linens,  cattle,  ,&c.,  &c.,  as  also  of  the  grain  and  flax  consumed  in  the  extensive  BALLYMONEY, 
mills,  distillery,  and  brewery  in  the  neighbourhood,  which  is  mostly  imported  and  brought  lOtft  January,  1853. 
from  neighbouring  markets.  These  products  will  increase  very  materially  with  the  facilities 
which  a railroad  through  this  town  would  afford,  which,  from  the  cheapness  of  its  Jag  Thompson. 
construction,  and  the  fact  of  its  being  a connecting  link  between  the  existing  lines  nearly 
completed  from  north  to  south  of  Ireland,  with  the  through  traffic  from  Derry  to  Belfast, 
and  embracing  all  the  traffic  coming  to  and  from  the  important  town  of  Coleraine  on  the 
one  side,  as  well  as  the  extensive  manufacturing  town  of  Ballymena  on  the  other,  with  that 
of  Portrush  harbour,  lying  midway  on  the  east  coast  between  Belfast  and  Derry,  and  showing 
an  annual  import  and  export  of  about  150,000  tons,  independent  of  the  large  and  increasing 
number  of  visiters  to  the  magnificent  scenery  of  the  Giant’s  Causeway  and  surrounding 
coast,  and  the  expectation  of  a large  field  of  coal  and  other  minerals  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Ballycastle,  now  being  efficiently  worked,  offers  inducements  for  investments  few, 
if  any  railway  in  Ireland,  ever  before  submitted  to  the  public. 

“ I have  the  honour  to  remain,  sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

“ James  Thompson.” 

Mr.  James  Campbell  examined.  678. 

10134.  Do  you  reside  in  Ballymoncy  ? — I do.  Mr‘  Jas’  CamP1)e11' 

10135.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  a cloth  manufacturer  and  a yarn  dealer.  A 
practice  exists  here,  which  is  a very  serious  loss  to  the  poorer  class  of  weavers,  of  charging 
them  2 d.  for  stamping  the  weh.  The  manufacturers  give  out  the  yarn  to  be  woven — it  is 
brought  into  them  by  the  weaver,  and  they  sell  it  to  the  merchants,  who  require  to  have 
it  stamped  with  the  number  of  yards.  There  is  a deputy  who  stamps  the  webs,  and  2 d. 
is  charged,  which  falls  entirely  upon  the  poor  weavers.  I think  that  charge  is  too  much. 

It  has  destroyed  the  coarse  market  here  entirely. 

10136.  Do  they  make  the  same  charge  at  Ballymena  ? — No;  it  is  reduced  to  11  d.  a 
dozen.  Moreover,  the  merchants  will  not  pay  here  for  half  or  three-quarters  of  a yard, 
although  they  will  pay  for  it  in  Ballymena. 


At  a courtleet,  held  at  Ballymoney,  on  5th  of  October,  1836,  John  Montgomery 
Casemont,  esq.,  seneschal,  and  agreed  to  by  Mr.  Thomas  M'Eldery,  the  proprietor  of  the 
market : — 

d. 


On  each  firkin  of  butter,  2 if  sold. 

On  each  hundred-weight  of  corn  and  potatoes,  including  beam, 

weights,  and  buckets,  . . . . . . . 3 if  sold. 

Each  quantity  of  one  and  a-half  hundred-weight  of  flax,  . . 2 

Each  pig,  including  porterage, 4 

Each  sack  of  ineal, 2 

Each  bag  of  two  hundred-weight, 1 


In  grain  markets,  down  weight  (two  pounds  used)  on  bags  of  oats  or  other  grain,  id.  and  6 d. 
for  each  sack  deducted;  up  to  twenty  stone,  Id.  each ; up  to  thirty  stone,  2 d.  each;  over  thirty 
stone,  3 d.  each;  on  weigh-bridge,  Sd:  each. 


Coleraine,  January  20,  1853. 

Mr.  T'homas  Henderson  Babington  examined. 

10137.  Do  you  reside  in  Coleraine  ? — I do. 

10138.  Are  you  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — I am. 

10139.  Can  you- give  us  any  information  as  to  the  patent  or  authority  under  which  the 
markets  here  were  originally  held  ? — Under  a charter  granted  in  the  eleventh  year  of  the 
reign  of  James  1.,  which  created  a corporate  body  for  Coleraine,  with  Aldermen,  Bur- 
gesses, and  Commonalty.  There  was  also  a second  charter  granted  by  Charles  I. 

Mr.  Charles  James  Knox  examined.  680. 

10140.  Do  you  reside  in  Coleraine  ? — I do.  iIr-  Clias-  J‘ 

10141.  Are  you  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners? — I am. 

10142.  What  are  the  market-days  ? — Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday  the  grain  markets, 

Saturday  the  general  market. 

10143.  How  many  fairs  are  held  in  the  year? — Four;  the  12  th  of  May,  5 th  July,  5 th 
November,  and  19th  November. 

10144.  Who  are  the  present  proprietors  of  the  fairs  and  markets  ? — The  Town  Commis- 
sioners, as  successors  to  the  old  Corporation. 

10145.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  markets  ? — There  are  charges,  but  whether  they  are  for  tolls 
or  for  weighing  I cannot  say. 

10146.  Do  you  charge  whether  an  article  is  sold  or  not? — Yes,  if  it  is  exposed  for  sale. 

The  charge  in  the  fairs  used  to  be  double  the  amount,  and  was  only  upon  cattle  sold. 

There  used  to  be  a man  at  the  gate  to  swear  parties  whether  they  had  sold  or  not,  and  this 
practice  was  found  so  objectionable,  that  a long  time  ago  the  toll  was  reduced  to  half  the 
amount,  and  made  payable  upon  all  articles  exposed,  whether  sold  or  not. 

10147.  What  market  accommodation  have  you  hero  ? — There  is  a large  market  square, 
with  sheds  and  office,  about  a statute  acre  in  extent,  with  three  large  standing  beams  and 
scales,  and  a weigh-bridge,  and  several  small  scales — I believe  140 — for  weighing  potatoes. 


COLERAINE, 
20th  Jamtary,  1853. 

679. 

Mr.T.H.  Babington. 
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10148.  What  articles  of  agricultural  produce  are  sold  there? — Wheat,  barley,  oats,  rye, 
3-  and  grain  of  all  sorts,  potatoes,  turnips,  and  all  green  crops,  hay  and  straw,  flax,  pork,  but- 
ter, meal,  wool. 

,x  10149.  Is  there  any  other  market? — There  is  a second  market  in  an  enclosed  square, 
for  the  sale  of  sucking  pigs  and  slips,  and  where  a large  quantity  of  cabbage  and  plants  is 
sold  in  spring.  Sheds  are  about  being  erected  about  that  market.  Then  we  have  this 
market  in  the  Diamond,  under  the  court-house,  where  we  are  sitting.  In  the  square  around 
flat  stands  for  fruit,  cakes,  brown  linen,  cloth,  fish,  vegetables,  and  different  other  articles 
are  placed. 

lOloO.  Have  you  an  enclosed  fair-green?— There  is  an  open  space,  about  three  roods 
in  extent,  used  as  a fair-green,  but  it  is  not  enclosed  ; the  public  road  runs  through  it. 

10151.  Is  there  any  further  market  accommodation  ? — There  are  shambles,  but  they  are 
private  property. 

10152.  Is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  confined  to  these  market  places?— I think 
grain  is  entirely.  On  Saturdays  there  is  a great  deal  of  flax  and  butter,  in  particular,  sold 
and  weighed  at  private  stores  and  houses,  without  our  knowledge,  or  our  having  any  con- 
trol whatever  over  it,  in  our  opinion  greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  the  markets  and  the 
business  of  the  town,  and  to  the  injury  of  the  farmers. 

1015  J.  Have  the  Town  Commissioners  appointed  a weighmaster  ?— They  have,  and  an 
assistant  also  appointed  by  us. 

10154.  Has  the  weighmaster  been  sworn  under  the  4th  of  Anno,  c.  14  ?— I think  not. 

10155.  What  officers  are  employed  in  the  markets? — A weighmaster,  who  is  considered 
clerk  of  the  markets,  and  an  assistant,  with  about  twelve  or  thirteen  persons  who  act  as 
scalemen  and  porters. 

10156.  Is  there  a sufficient  number  of  beams  and  scales  to  weigh  all  the  agricultural 
produce  sold  in  the  town  if  it  were  to  go  into  the  public  markets  ? — I do  not  think  there 
is  at  present,  but  we  would  instantly  put  up  more  if  required. 

10157.  What  amount  has  been  expended  by  the  Corporation  or  the  Town  Commissioners 
in  building  these  markets? — About  £2,700,  not  including  repairs.  We  are  now  under  a 
contract  to  lay  out  nearly  £200  more  in  making  new  sheds. 

10158.  Was  the  £2,700  raised  by  debentures  ?— No,  by  mortgage  and  bonds,  for  winch 
we  are  now  paying  interest  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent. 

10159.  Are  the  receipts  of  the  markets  in  your  own  hands? — They  arc.  The  persons 
who  collect  the  receipts  account  to  us  for  them,  and  are  paid  fixed  salaries. 

10160.  Were  the  markets  ever  leased  ?— They  were  leased  by  the  Corporation  to  a man 
named  Thomas  Hall,  whose  lease  expired  in  1828  ; I do  not  know  at  what  rent. 

10161.  Have  you  continued  to  collect  the  tolls  charged  by  him?— They  have  been 
modified  and  reduced,  particularly  with  regard  to  fairs. 

10162.  Does  the  land  on  which  the  fairs  are  held  belong  to  the  Town  Commissioners? 
— It  does. 

10163.  Do  you  pay  rent  for  it  ?— Yes,  in  connexion  witli  the  Gas  Company  we  pay  £35 
a year. 

10164.  Do  you  consider  the  fair-green  a sufficient  one?— No,  I disapprove  of  it  very 
much.  I think  both  the  locality  and  the  extent  are  objectionable.  The  locality  is  very 
bad,  exposed  to  blasts  from  the  river  Bann,  upon  a very  steep  incline,  and  the  extent  is  too 
limited. 

10165.  Were  the  fairs  always  held  there? — No,  they  were  held  in  another  part  of  the 
town,  in  a field  rented  from  Lord  Waterford,  at  ten  guineas  a year,  and  I think  it  was  a 
much  better  place,  but  we  had  the  other  property  and  were  bound  to  pay  the  rent  on  it, 
so  the  fairs  were  removed  there  in  order  to  save  so  much  money.  I was  not  upon  the 
board  at  the  time,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  removal  was  very  injudicious. 

10166.  Do  you  think  the  fairs  have  decreased  since  ?— The  sales  of  cattle  have  decreased. 

10167.  Do  you  attribute  that  to  the  inconvenience  of  the  place?— 1 would  not  say  that 
but  I think  it  is  one  cause.  J ’ 

10168-  Do  you  consider  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  stores  an  objectionable  one? 
—I  think  it  very  much  so  ; a public  market  is  much  the  best  place,  particularly  for  the 
seller  ; indeed  for  both  parties. 

10169.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  public  markets  all  over  the  country,  with  a 

rate  of  charge  just  sufficient  to  pay  the  expenses  and  interest  upon  the  outlay  ? i think  so 

in  all  towns  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  have  a governing  public  body,  but  not  applying  the 
same  principle  to  small  towns,  where  some  fairs  may  bo  held,  and  where  there  may  not  be 
a sufficient  number  of  respectable  inhabitants  to  create  a governing  bodv,  such  as  exists  in 
Coleraine  and  other  places. 

10170.  Would  you  make  it  compulsory  to  all  in  such  a market?— I think  it  would  be  a 
great  advantage  to  the  country,  to  the  producers,  and  to  the  towns  generally.  1 fully  agree 
with  you  in  the  principle,  that  the  charges  ought  not  to  become  a source  of  revenue  to  the 
towns  generally ; but  in  our  own  instance  the  property  was  handed  over  to  us  by  the  old 
Corporation,  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  which  stated  that  the  tolls  were  to  be  applied 
partly  in  aid  of  the  taxation  of  the  town.  1 

10171.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  markets  commence  and  close  at  a stated 
hour  ? — I would  be  in  favour  of  commencing.  We  commence  here  at  eight  o’clock  on  Satur- 
day, and  ten  o’clock  on  the  other  market  days ; hut  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to  limit 
the  closing,  unless  a very  extended  time  were  allowed,  I think  is  very  questionable. 

10172.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the  whole 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


44] 


country  ?— I think  that  one  of  the  most  important  subjects  you  can  enter  into.  I would  he 
decidedly  in  favour  of  an  uniform  system  over  the  whole  country.  A resolution  was  adopted 
by  the  Commissioners,  on  the  21st  of  October  last,  and  other  resolutions  passed  by  them 
last  night.  A resolution  was  also  proposed  last  night  in  favour  of  the  adoption  of  the  deci- 
mal system  in  weighing,  which,  after  it  had  been  considered  for  a long  time,  was  lost  by  a 
majority  of  one. 

10173.  Upon  what  grounds  was  it  lost? — I should  say  the  argument  was  all  upon  one 
side,  and  the  voting  on  the  other. 

10174.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  enclosed  fair-greens  all  over  the  country,  with 
a small  charge  upon  every  tiling  entering  ? — I entirely  approve  of  that  system,  and  we  have 
adopted  it  here. 

10175.  You  would  not  allow  any  private  proprietor,  or  public  body,  to  charge  for  the  use 
of  the  public  streets? — Certainly  not;  the  system  is  very  objectionable. 

10170.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  obtain  proper  agricultural  returns  in  all  the  markets  ? 

— I think  such  statistics  would  be  most  valuable  for  the  use  of  the  Government,  and  for 
trade  generally. 

10177.  Do  you  think  the  clause  in  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  which  limits  the  power 
of  magistrates  to  cases  where  the  value  of  the  article  does  not  exceed  £-5  an  inconvenient 
one  ? — I think  there  must  have  been  some  confusion  in  the  wording  of  the  Act.  It  would 
be  very  advisable  to  limit  the  amount  to  be  adjudicated  upon  to  £5,  the  actual  value  in 
dispute ; but  it  makes  the  Act  almost  useless  when  the  jurisdiction  is  limited  to  questions 
in  which  the  whole  value  of  the  article  does  not  exceed  £5. 

10173.  Have  you  inspectors  of  the  markets  here? — We  have  a pork  inspector.  I may 
remark,  that  in  the  cow-market  the  clerk  cannot  always  collect  the  toll ; and  the  market 
may,  therefore,  appear  to  have  decreased  much  more  than  it  has  actually  done. 

Mr.  Babing ton  re-examined. — The  original  charter  under  which  the  markets  are  held  is  681. 

dated  28th  of  June,  in  the  1 1th  year  of  the  reign  of  James  I.  Mr.  Babington. 

10179.  What  does  it  grant  in  regard  to  markets  and  fairs  ?— To  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  burgesses  of  Coleraine,  for  ever,  a common  market,  to  be  held  upon  Tuesday,  Thursday, 
and  Saturday  in  every  week  throughout  the  year,  and  a fair  on  the  feast  of  SSV Philip  and 
Jacob,  continuing  for  the  eight  days  next  following;  with  courts  of  pie  poudre.  with  all 
toll,  charges,  customs,  and  privileges.  That  charter  was  repealed  and  re-granted  by  Oliver 
Cromwell  and  Charles  II. 

10180.  In  what  year  of  Charles  II.  was  it  re-granted? — In  the  1.4th  year  of  his  reign, 
the  10th  of  April,  i 662. 

10181.  Any  other  charter  ? — No. 

10182.  How  did  the  market  become  changed  to  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday? I 

believe  the  change  was  made  by  general  consent  without  any  patent  or  authority. 

10183.  Can  you  state  how  the  one  fair  was  changed  into  four  ? — I cannot  sav.  We  tried 
a monthly  fair  here,  but  it  did  not  succeed. 

10184.  Would  you  bo  in  favour  of  obliging  all  agricultural  produce  to  be  sold  and 
weighed  in  the  public  markets  ? — I would,  decidedly. 

10185.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  any  restriction  upon  trade? — On  the  contrary,  I think 
it  would  encourage  trade.  I think,  also,  the  markets  should  open  and  close  at  a regular 
hour.. 

10186.  Do  you  think  the  farmers,  generally,  would  be  willing  to  pay  a small  charge  for 
proper  accommodation  ? — I think  they  would. 

10187.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — Certainly. 

101SS.  Do  you  think  all  agricultural  produce  should  be  weighed  to  the  pound,  stand- 
ing beam,  and  all  deductions  abolished,  except  the  actual  weight  of  the  sack  or  firkin  ? 

— Unquestionably. 

10189.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  enclosed  fair-greens,  supported  by  a small 
charge  made  upon  all  cattle  entering? — I would  ; that  is  the  course  here,  and  it  tends  to 
much  good. 

10190.  Do  you  consider  your  fair  green  here  sufficiently  commodious? — Certainly  not; 
it  is  very  much  exposed  to  the  weather. 

10191.  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  obtain,  in  public  markets,  the  agricultural 
statistics  of  the  country.? — Yes,  it  would  afford  very  valuable  information  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  also  to  trade. 

10192.  Would  you  have  penalties  recoverable  in  a summary  way  for  frauds  practised 
either  by  the  buyer  or  the  seller  ? — Yes ; and  the  more  summary  the  jurisdiction  aud 
remedy  the  better. 

10193.  Do  you  think  it  would  bo  desirable  to  have  all  butter -.inspected  and  weighed 
before  sale  ?— Certainly. 

10194.  Would  you  have  all  the  officers  of  the  market  sworn? — I would. 

10195.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  empty  firkins  branded  by  the  public  officer 
in  the  market  before  sale  ? — They  should  be  branded  somewhere  by  the  proper  officer,  and 
there  should  be  no  reduction  made  upon  the  actual  weight. 

10196.  Of  course,  when  a firkin,  when  new,  weighed  twelve  pounds,  you  would  have  it 
branded  fourteen  pounds,  to  allow  for  soakage  ? — Certainly. 


3 L 
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682. 

Mr.  S.  Laurence. 


683. 

Mr.  William  Young. 


Mr.  Samuel  Laurence  examined. 

10197.  Do  you  reside  in  Coleraine? — I do. 

10198.  Do  you  buy  in  this  market? — Yes  ; I buy  grain. 

10199.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a public  market,  where  it  should  be  compulsory 
to  sell  and  weigh  ?— Yes ; if  it  were  well  conducted. 

10200.  Would  you  have  it  open  and  close  at  stated  hours  ? — i would. 

10201.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures . I would ; 
and  I think  the  decimal  system  ought  to  be  adopted — weighing  by  one  pound,  ten  pounds, 
twenty  pounds,  and  one  hundred  pounds — and  I think  the  same  system  ought  to  be 
extended  to  the  coinage.  It  would  give  great  ease  and  facility  of  making  calculations, 
and  the  farmer  would  run  no  risk  of  mistakes.  o T ...  - , 

10202.  Would  there  not  be  great  difficulty  in  making  the  change  ? — 1 think  the  change 
might  be  made  very  easily.  The  old  weights  could  be  melted  down,  and  made  over  again. 
The  system  is  found  to  work  extremely  well  in  America. 

10203.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  paying  the  farmer  for  every  pound  of  Ins  produce,  and 
abolishing  all  deductions  ? — Certainly ; sweep  them  all  off. 

Mr.  William  Young  examined. 


10204.  Do  you  reside  in  Coleraine?— I do.  . . -Al  , . 

10205.  What  is  your  occupation  ?— I am  weighmaster  and  clerk  of  the  market. 

10206.  By  whom  were  you  appointed? — By  the  Town  Commissioners,  m 18o0. 

10207-  Were  you  sworn  ? — I was  not.  nr--,  7 

10208.  What  are  the  charges  mentioned  in  the  schedule? — [ Witness  handed  m the 

following J : — , . , 

Schedule  of  Charges  at  present  levied. 


1 


Hay  and  straw,  per  cart,  including  weigh- 
ing, 

Sucking  pigs  or  slips  exposed  or  sale, 
Cabbage-plants,  per  cart, 

Cows  on  fair-bill  exposed  for  sale, 

Sheep  „ » 

Flat  stalls  in  street, 

Covered  pedlar’s  stalls  in  street, 

Cart  of  young  trees  or  thorn  quicks  in  street, 
Crockery,  per  cart,  in  street, 


H 


Grain,  a bag  under  twenty  stone, 

„ above  twenty  stone,  . 

Pork,  for  each  dead  pig, 

Flax,  under  one  hundred-weight,  . 

„ above  one  hundred- weight, 

Butter,  per  firkin  or  crock, 

Potatoes,  per  cart,  including  use  of  beams, 
scales,  and  weights, 

„ per  sack, 

Turnips  and  all  green  crops,  per  cart,  in- 
cluding beams,  &c.  . • 

10209.  Is  that  an  exact  copy  of  your  schedule-board? — It  is. 

10210.  Is  it  exactly  what  you  now  levy  ? — No. 

10211.  Does  the  charge  for  toll  include  weighing? — It  does. 

10212.  Suppose  a person  sells  in  the  market  and  does  not  weigh,  will  he  still  have  to 
pay  ?— I may  or  may  not  charge  him,  as  I think  proper. 

10213.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ? — Yes. 

10214.  Do  you  keep  a book?— Ido.  AT  . 

10215.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  your  market? — No,  a good  deal  of  it  is 

10216.  Is  all  the  produce  sold  in  the  market  weighed  there  ? — Nearly  all,  I think,  except 
in  some  solitary  instances.  0 T 

10217.  All  the  charges  in  the  schedule  are  not  levied  now  t — iNo. 

10218.  Can  you  give  a list  of  the  charges  you  actually  make  ? — I can. 

Copy  of  Schedule-Board  exhibited  in  Market  in  1830  by  the  late  Corporation. 

Schedule  of  Customs  payable  to  the  Worshipful  Corporation  of  Coleraine. 

s:  d. 


One  boll  of  meal,  . • .03 

„ boll  of  oats  or  barley,  . .02 

„ cow  or  horse  coming  for  sale  alive,  0 2 
„ sheep  or  pig  „ „ .01 

car  of  potatoes,  weighing,  . 0 4 

„ sack  „ „ ..02 

„ load  of  cherries,  custom  and  weigh- 
ing, . . • .06 

load  of  oysters  or  cockles,  . 0 2 

„ load  of  white  fish,  . .02 

„ barrel  of  herrings,  . .01 

„ car-load  of  vegetables,  . .04 

„ basket  „ • .01 

,,  hundred-weight  of  butter  or  cheese, 

custom  and  weighing,  . 0 2 

„ hide,  . • • • 0 1 

„ cake  of  tallow,  custom  and  weighing,  0 l-£ 
„ hundred -weight  of  salmon,  custom 

and  weighing,  . • .06 

„ sack  of  eels,  . . .04 

Babbits  from  one  dozen  to  forty,  . 0 4 

1st  January,  1830. 


Flat  stalls, 

Covered  stalls, 

„ on  fair-days, 

Flat  „ „ 

One  load  of  plants, 

Scollops, 

Plough-timber,  harrows,  &c.,  per  load,  . 0 4 

Wheel-timber  or  chairs  per  load,  . 0 4 

Crockeryware,  per  load,  . . 0 1£ 

Coping  or  head  stones,  per  load,  . 0 3 

Neck-collars  or  brackims,  per  load,  . 0 4 

Advertisements,  . • .04 

One  carcass  of  beef  on  shambles,  . 0 10 

„ sheep  or  calf  on  shambles,  . 0 2 

„ draught  of  kelp,  three  hundred- 
weight, each,  . . .02 

„ hundred-weight  of  dullis,  . 0 2 

„ load  of  lemons  or  oranges,  . 0 2 

,,  dead  pig,  custom  and  weighing,  . 0 3 

„ cart-load  of  apples  or  pears,  . 0 4 

„ sack  „ ,,  .02 

Hugh  Lyle,  Mayor. 
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10219.  As  you  have  a different  schedule  posted  up,  how  does  the  farmer  know  what  he  COLERAINE, 
has  to  pay  ? — lie  comes  to  me  and,  of  course,  if  I lead  him  astray  I am  liable  to  be  punished.  20 th  January,  1853. 

10220.  How  do  you  weigh  corn? — We  weigh  wheat  by  112  pounds,  and  all  other  grain 
by  the  stone.  . Mr.  William  Young. 

10221.  What  are  your  charges  on  the  fair-green  ? — One  penny  on  every  cow  going  m ; 
only  black  cattle  are  sold  there. ; pigs  or  horses  never  go  there.  If  a horse  is  sold  in  the 
street  we  charge  nothing. 

10222.  What  for  sheep  ? — We  do  not  charge  any  thing  ; after  I came  to  the  market  I 
found  that  my  predecessor  had  dropped  the  charge  upon  horses  and  sheep  altogether,  and 
it  would  be  very  difficult  to  revive  it. 

10223.  What  do  you  charge  for  standings  ? — For  flat  stalls,  such  as  fruit  is  exposed  upon, 

2d. ; for  pedlars’  stalls,  covered,  we  charge  4 d.  We  charge  4 d.  fora  cart  of  fruit;  young 
trees  and  quicks,  4 d.  a cart-load  ; a load  of  crockery,  1 \d.  I may  mention  that  if  a party 
brought  in  grain  and  did  not  sell  it,  and  that  we  charged  him,  if  he  came  in  the  next  day 
we  would  weigh  it  for  nothing. 

10224.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  corn  ? — Down  weight,  with  two  pound  weights. 

10225.  Any  deductions? — None. 

10226.  What  would  bring  your  scales,  with  a heavy  draught,  from  standing  beam  to 
down  weight  ? — I think  half  a pound  would  do  it. 

10227.  Do  you  tare  the  empty  sacks? — No,  we  take  off  four  pounds  for  plain  bags,  and 
six  pounds  for  sacks ; if  we  were  asked  we  would  tare  them. 

10228.  Is  there  any  charge  in  the  market  for  porters? — Not  by  us,  but  there  are  porters 
who  frequent  the  market. 

10229.  Are  they  licensed  ? — They  are  not. 

10230.  Can  any  number  of  people  come  in  and  act  as  porters? — They  can. 

10231.  If  the  farmer  wished  to  do  his  own  work,  would  he  be  allowed  ? — Certainly. 

10232.  These  parties  would  not  inconvenience  him? — I never  saw  the  slightest  incon- 


venience. 

10233.  What  are  they  paid  ? — Generally  \d.  a load. 

10234.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  pork  ?— By  the  112  pounds,  to  the  two  pounds, 
down  weight.  _ . 

10235.  What  deductions  do  you  make  ? — We  give  the  ticket  in  gross. 

10236.  You  do  not  take  eleven  pounds  off  in  the  scale? — No. 

10237.  What  does  the  merchant  deduct?— He  buys  by  the  120  pounds,  and  deducts 
ten  pounds  off  every  pig. 

10238.  What  does  he  charge  ? — Two  pence  for  the  public  house  or  office. 

10239.  Are  there  not  offices  in  the  market? — There  are. 

10240.  Do  the  persons  who  get  offices  for  nothing  there  charge  2d.  ? — They  do. 

10241.  Is  there  any  greater  deduction  upon  a wet  day? — No. 

10242.  How  does  the  merchant  bring  the  weight  from  short  hundreds-weight  into  long? 
— By  deducting  eight  pounds  from  every  hundred- weight. 

10243.  Where  there  are  odd  pounds  do  the  merchants  ever  deduct  them  from  the  twenty- 
eight  pounds  instead  of  thirty  pounds  ?- 1 never  heard  of  that  being  done. 

10244.  How  do  you  weigh  butter? — To  the  pound,  down  weight,  and  no  deduction. 

10245.  What  deduction  does  the  merchant  make? — He  deducts  fourteen  pounds  tare 
and  only  pays  for  seventy-two  pounds  in  each  firkin,  although  I have  weighed  some 
containing  three  pounds  more.  . . 

10246.  Does  he  deduct  any  beamage  ?— No ; even  if  a white  firkin  were  only  branded 
ten  pounds,  he  will  not  pay  for  more  than  seventy-two  pounds. 

10247  What  charge  does  he  make? — I believe  2d.  a firkin  for  an  office. 

10248!  How  do  you  weigh  flax  ?— By  the  hundred-weight  of  112  pounds,  down  weight, 
to  the  pound,  and  give  the  ticket  for  the  gross  weight. 

10249.  How  does  the  merchant  buy  it? — By  124  pounds. 

10250.  Does  he  make  any  deduction  for  beamage?— No. 

10251.  Does  he  make  any  change? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

10252.  Is  the  farmer  paid  for  odd  pounds  in  flax,  pork,  and  grain,  at  the  full  price  . 
The  merchants  come  as  near  as  they  can,  but  still  they  keep  upon  their  own  side. 

1 0253.  Is  the  farmer  paid  for  any  thing  under  half  a stone  of  grain  . — N o;  he  will  not  be 
paid  at  all  for  it.  In  pork  and  flax,  he  is  paid  as  near  the  fraction  as  the  merchant  can  come. 
* 10254.  How  do  you  weigh  potatoes?— By  the  stone,  down  weight,  to  the  pound.  In 
weighing  sacks  of  potatoes,  we  weigh  to  the  two  pounds,  just  the  same  as  grain. 

10255.  What  is  the  largest  quantity  of  flax  you  will  weigh? — Any  thing  under  two 

1 0256.  Why  do  you  not  weigh  beyond  that? — That  is  the  regulation  of  the  market;  the 
scales  would  not  conveniently  hold  more.  , 

10257.  How  do  you  weigh  on  the  weigh-bndge  ?— lo  the  fourteen  pounds. 

10258.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  weighing  at  the  private  stores? — I 

10259.  ^Does  your  system  of  weighing  generally  give  satisfaction  ? I believe  so. 

10260.  Arc  the  markets  increasing?  They  are. 

10261.  Do  you  keep  a copy  of  every  ticket  in  the  book  ?— i do. 

10262.  If  a man  lost  his  ticket,  and  came  back  next  day,  could  you  give  him  a copy  of 
^ 10  26 '3?'could  you  make  out  a return  of  every  thing  sold  in  the  market  ? — Y es ; I do  so  monthly. 
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10264.  Do  you  enter  the  prices? — No;  I could  not  do  that;  for  we-  weigh  grain  two 
hours  before  it  is  sold,  and  we  know  no  more  about  it. 

10265.  Are  there  many  frauds  in  the  butter  market  with  regard  to  tares? — Yes; and  the 
merchants  were  so  much  annoyed  at  the  casks  being  too  heavy,  that  they  drew  up  this 
memorial,  which  was  signed  by  them  all. 

At  a Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  borough  of  Coleraine,  held  on  the  21st  day  of 
October,  1852,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  state  of  the  markets,  with  the  view 
to  be  able  to  lay  full  information  before  the  Government  Commission  now  in  progress, 
the  following  resolutions  were  passed : — 

“ Resolved — That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Government  Commission,  that  all  firkins 
or  cases  containing  butter,  shall  be  stamped  with  the  correct  weight,  by  the  proper  officers 
in  each  county,  appointed  for  stamping  weights  and  measures;  and  that  a penalty,  not 
exceeding  £5,  be  imposed  and  recoverable  in  a summary  manner  on  every  person  exposing 
for  sale  any  such  firkin,  case,  or  vessel,  of  a greater  weight  than  that  so  branded  thereon, 
a tare  for  soakage  of  one  pound  for  every  six  pounds  of  wood,  being  allowed.” 

“ Resolved— That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Commission,  that  all  commodities  be  sold, 
bought,  and  weighed,  by  the  standard  imperial  weights  of  112  pounds  to  the  hundred- 
weight, and  the  several  aliquot  parts  thereof,  any  custom  or  agreement  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding;  and  that  all  articles  sold  by  measure  shall  be  by  the  regular  standard 
measures,  and  that  no  tare  or  allowance  shall  be  allowed  unless  for  the  cask  or  other  thing 
in  which  the  article  or  commodity  is  contained.” 

Daniel  M'Gonegal, 

Clerk  to  the  Commissioner's. 

At  a subsequent  Meeting  of  the  Commissioners,  held  on  the  19th  January,  1853,  for  a 
similar  purpose,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed  : — 

“Resolved — That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Commission,  that  all  marketable  commo- 
dities brought  into  market  towns  for  sale,  shall  be  sold  in  the  public  market-place,  and 
Weighed  in  the  public  scale  there,  except  when  same  are  sold  by  any  inhabitant  in  his  own 
shop  or  warehouse  in  said  town,  under  a penalty,  with  power  to  the  governing  body  to 
enforce  the  same  ” 

“ Resolved — That  we  recommend  that  a system  of  universal  inspection  of  marketable 
■produce  be  instituted  by  competent  officers,  to  be  appointed  by  the  governing  bodies  of 
the  several  market  towns,  with  necessary  powers  for  penalties  or  forfeiture  ; and  that  said 
inspector  have  power  to  brand  the  weight  on,  and  mark  all  firkins  and  other  vessels  used 
for  packing  butter  or  other  commodities,  instead  of  the  county  inspector  of  weights  and 
measures,  as  recommended  in  the  resolution  of  21st  October,  1852.” 

Daniel  M'Gonegal, 

Cleric,  to  the  Commissioners. 

10256.  What  was  the  greatest  excess  over  the  brand  you  knew  of? — I think  four  or  five 
pounds. 

10267.  Have  you  coopers  here? — Yes;  the  coopers  have  told  me  that  if  they  did  not 
make  the  casks  heavy  they  would  lose  the  sale  of  them. 

Air.  John  Blach  examined. 

10268.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Near  Coleraine. 

10209.  Are  you  a farmer? — Yes;  I farm  upwards  of  100  acres. 

10270.  Do  you  sell  in  the  market? — Very  seldom. 

1 027 1 . Why  ? — Because  there  are  frauds  upon  both  sides.  I have  seen  firkins  too  heavy, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  I have  seen  merchants  refuse  to  allow  farmers  to  take  the  over 
weight  of  butter  out  of  their  casks.  I would  be  very  glad  to  see  the  market  properly  and 
honestly  adjusted. 

10272.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a proper  well-regulated  public  market? — I would. 

10273.  Would  have  the  farmer  paid  for  every  pound,  abolish  all  deductions,  and  secure 
to  the  merchant  that  he  received  the  produce  in  a properly  made-up  state  ? — Decidedly. 

1 0274.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the  whole 
country  ? — That  is  what  I am  most  anxious  for. 

10275.  Would  you  have  firkins  branded  by  sworn  officers  before  sale? — Yes;  that  would 
be  a great  credit  to  our  Irish  merchants  when  they  go  to  Liverpool ; for  I have  heard  the 
people  there  frequently  branding  us  with  injustice. 

1 0276.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  market  commencing  and  closing  at  a certain  hour? 
— I would  be  in  favour  of  its  commencing ; but  with  regard  to  closing,  I would  be  very 
sorry  to  have  the  time  too  short.  If  the  market  were  rightly  managed,  we  would  have  a 
great  many  farmers  from  distant  places,  who  might  be  travelling  in  all  night  and  part  of 
the  day,  and  it  would  be  very  hard  to  close  the  market  upon  them.  I would  have  thd 
market  begin  at  a fixed  hour,  but  not  close  ; and  I am  sure  1 can  get  1,000  farmers  to  agree 
with  me.  With  regard  to  flax,  I wish  to  remark  that  I would  prefer  weighing  with  some 
buyers  here  than  at  the  public  crane,  because  they  will  weigh  a large  draught. 

10277.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  fairs  removed  out  of  the  streets  into  proper, 
enclosed  fair-greens  ? — I would. 
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10278.  Would  you  object  to  pay  a small  charge  to  support  them  ?— I would  not.  I think 
Id.  a head  would  he  a fair  charge,  and  I think  there  should  be  no  cattle  or  stalls  in  the/ 
public  streets,  for  they  block  up  the  thoroughfare  and  have  no  light  to  be  there  at  all.  The 
streets  ought  to  be  kept  clear,  and  let  the  Town  Commissioners  provide  market-places  for 
these  stalls. 

10279.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  an  inspector  in  every  public  market  to  decide 
disputes? — I am  quite  in  favour  of  having  all  the  officers  sworn,  and  one  of  them  selected  to 
do  justice  between  the  buyer  and  the  seller.  There  should  be  a market  jury  to  decide  upon 
the  amount  of  the  fraud,  but  let  the  inspector  say  what  was  fraud.  There  is  a regulation 
made  here  to  weigh  every  thing  under  twenty  stone  for  1 d-  Now,  I think  under  twenty- 
four  stone  would  be  very  fair  to  weigh  for  1 d.  It  is  not  for  the  value  of  the  thing,  but  that 
is  just  about  a fair  weight  for  bags.  I also  think  it  is  too  much  for  farmers  to  have  to  pay 
Ad-  for  the  privilege  of  standing  in  the  streets  with  their  potatoes. 


Mr.  James  Gillmore  examined. 

10280.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Six  miles  from  Coleraine. 

10281.  Are  you  a farmer  ? — Yes ; I farm  from  200  to  300  acres. 

10282.  Do  you  sell  in  this  market? — I do,  for  the  most  part. 

10283.  Do  you  think  the  arrangements  well  conducted  ? — I left  the  market  altogether  in 
the  article  of  butter,  but  that  was  a long  time  ago  ; and  now  I am  happy  to  say  we  have  got 
a good  chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners,  and  Mr.  Young  in  the  market,  and  confidence 
is  very  much  restored. 

10284.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  public  markets,  with  proper  accommodation  and  sworn 
officers,  where  every  thing  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — Most  certainly. 

10285.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  any  hardship  upon  the  farmers  to  be  obliged  to  go 
there  ? — No,  but  a great  benefit- 

10286.  You  would  not  object  to  pay  a small  charge  to  support  it? — By  no  means. 

10287-  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  uniform  system  of  weighing  throughout  the  entire 
country  ? — Yes,  according  to  the  decimal  system  ; and  1 would  with  great  pleasure  have  my 
set  of  weights  melted  down,  and  altered  according  to  that  system.  If  it  were  adopted  you 
would  not  require  to  educate  your  children  in  calculation  at  all,  for  anybody  can  count  ten 
. upon  his  digits. 

10288.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  paying  the  farmer  for  every  pound  of  his  produce,  and 
abolishing  all  deductions,  except  the  actual  tare  of  the  empty  sack  or  firkin  ? — Exactly  so. 

102S9-  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  markets  commence  at  a stated  hour? — 
Yes  : but  I do  not  think  it  would  be  judicious  to  close  at  a fixed  hour.  For  instance,  when 
there  were  potatoes  in  the  market,  which  I hope  we  will  have  there  again,  I have  often 
seen  poor  people,  when  they  had  not  obtained  their  wages  in  time,  buying  potatoes  by 
candlelight. 

10290.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  sworn  inspectors  in  the  markets  to  decide 
disputes  ? — Most  assuredly. 

10291.  Would  you  have  all  firkins  branded  before  sale? — I would.  It  was  in  conse- 
quence of  some  disputes  about  butter  I left  the  market,  and  some  of  the  merchants  strongly 
objected  when  the  proposition  was  made  to  have  all  the  firkins  stamped  by  the  publie 
officer. 

10292.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  enclosed  fair-greens? — I would. 

10293.  Would  you  object  to  pay  a small  charge  to  support  a proper  enclosed  fair-green? 
— Certainly  not ; and  I would  like  to  have  the  charge  made  on  going  in,  whether  the  cattle 
were  sold  or  not  sold. 

Mr.  Hugh  Belles  examined. 

1 0294.  Do  you  reside  in  Coleraine  ? — I do. 

10295.  Do  you  purchase  in  this  market? — Yes ; grain  and  flax. 

10296.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a general  market,  with  proper  accommodation 
and  sworn  officers,  where  all  produce  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — Certainly. 

10297-  You  do  not  consider  that  it  would  be  any  restriction  on  trade? — By  no  means.  . 

10298.  Do  you  think  the  system  of  weighing  iii  private  stores  objectionable  ?— 
Very  much  so. 

10299.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — Certainly  ; and  adopt  whatever  was  decided  upon  as  being  the  best  system. 

10300.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions  such  as  beamage  and  tret  ? — 
Decidedly. 

10301.  Would  you  have  the  markets  commence  at  fixed  hoims? — Yes,  and  close  also; 
giving,  of  course,  sufficient  time.  If  persons  are  aware  that  the  markets  will  close  at  a cer- 
tain hour  they  can  make  arrangements  to  transact  other  business  afterwards. 

10302.  Would  you  approve  of  having  an  inspector  in  every  market  to  decide  disputes  ? — 
Certainly. 

10303.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  in  such  a market,  with  proper  officers,  to 
obtain  accurate  agricultural  statistics  ? — It  would  be  a great  advantage. 

10304.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  enclosed  fair-greens  ? — Decidedly. 

1.0305.  Do  you  consider  the  fair-green  here  sufficient  for  the  purpose  ? — No,  indeed. 


COLEltAENE, 

20 tU  Jiutuarft,  1853. 

684. 

Mr.  Joins  Black. 


685. 

Mr.  Janies  (labssce. 


888 

Mr.  HagbEdks. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


446 


FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


COLERAINE, 

20 th  January,  1853. 

6877 

Rev.  J.  Macdonnell. 


688. 

Mr.  James  Carson. 


689. 

Mr.  James  Moore. 


Receipts  and  Expen- 
diture, &c. 


Printed  image  digitised  by 


Rev.  Joseph  Macdonnell  examined. 

1 0306.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — About  a mile  from  town. 

10307.  Are  you  in  favour  of  public  markets,  such  as  have  been  described? — Certainly. 

I have  seen  in  this  town,  what  the  injurious  effects  are  of  not  having  a public  market.  I 
have  seen  continual  disputes  between  sellers  and  purchasers,  with  regard  to  weights,  prices, 
and  samples.  Articles  are  constantly  bought  in  one  part  of  the  town  at  what  is  called  the 
highest  price,  and  when  the  party  goes  afterwards  to  inquire,  he  finds  that  higher  prices 
have  been  given  in  another  place.  All  this,  of  course,  would  bo  remedied,  if  there  were 
a public  market.  I have  known  constant  disputes,  with  regard  to  weighing  in  private 
stores. 

10308.  Have  you  known  of  any  frauds? — I cannot  say  I have  known  them  myself,  but 
I have  heard  reports  of  frauds. 

10309.  Do  you  consider  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  objectionable? — Very 
much  so. 

10310.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — Most  decidedly.  I am  quite  certain,  if  the  people  generally  were  accustomed 
to  the  decimal  system,  that  they  would  find  it  afford  the  greatest  facility  in  counting.  At 
the  same  time,  of  course,  for  a little  while,  persons  accustomed  to  the  old  system  might 
find  it  somewhat  difficult ; but  in  the  end  it  would  be  far  the  most  easy. 

10311.  Would  you  he  in  favour  of  paying  the  farmer  for  every  pound  of  his  produce,  and 
let  the  prices  be  regulated  accordingly  ? — Certainly.  Suspicion  is  created  by  the  present 

system  in  the  minds  of  the  farmers  that  they  have  not  got  what  they  are  entitled  to  receive. 
I have  myself  frequently,  although  believing  myself  pretty  well  versed  in  arithmetic,  found 
it  difficult  to  make  up  the  calculations  for  the  farmers. 

10312.  Is  not  the  system  of  deductions  calculated  to  make  parties  dishonest? — I am 
quite  sure  that  a number  of  farmers  come  into  the  market  with  the  design,  that  if  they  are 
overpaid,  they  will  make  it  a set  off  against  the  many  deductions  which  they  think  are 
unjustly  made  upon  them.  On  some  occasions,  in  making  up  the  calculations  for  farmers 
who  had  sold  flax,  I found  that  the  merchant  had  by  some  mistake,  overpaid,  and  I had 
great  difficulty  in  persuading  them  that  it  was  right  to  give  it  back ; for  they  said  it  would 
not  make  up  for  the  ten  pounds  or  eleven  pounds  taken  off  each  pig.  I think  the  whole 
system  very  much  calculated  to  destroy  the  morals  of  the  people. 

10313.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  enclosed  fair-greens? — Certainly. 

10314.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  obtain  accurate  statistics  in  every  public  market?— 
Certainly. 

10315.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  summary  penalties  for  frauds  by  either  party  ? — 
Decidedly.  In  many  cases,  the  merchants  who  wish  to  do  what  is  right  are  subject  to 
suspicions  to  which  they  would  not  otherwise  be  exposed. 

Mr.  James  Carson  examined. 

10316.  Do  you  reside  in  Coleraine? — I do. 

10317-  W ould  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  and  sold  in  the 
public  max-ket  ? — Certainly ; that  is  the  main  thing  about  which  1 wish  to  speak.  It  is  very 
injurious  to  have  produce  offered  for  sale  at  private  stores.  I knew'  an  instance  lately,  where 
a farmer  sold  butter  which  he  had  weighed  before  he  left  home,  and  it  came  some  pounds 
short  at  the  private  store  where  he  weighed,  and  the  buyer  would  not  allow  him  any  thing,  or 
allow  it  to  be  taken  out  of  the  place  and  tested ; he  told  the  farmer  if  he  did  not  like  the  weight 
he  got  he  might  take  the  butter  home.  Such  cases  very  frequently  occur.  The  greatest  pos- 
sible inconvenience  also  arises  from  not  having  an  uniform  system  of  weights.  I think,  too, 
that  every  thing  ought  to  be  paid  for  just  as  it  is  weighed.  I think  a hundred-weight  should 
be  100  pounds,  aixd  have  no  deduction.  It  would  also  be  a great  service  to  the  country  to 
have  some  statistical  information  made  up  from  the  market  returns. 


Mr.  James  Moore  examined. 

10318.  Do  you  reside  in  Coleraine? — I do. 

10319.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a public  market  ? — I am. 

10320.  Are  you  in  favour  of  an  uniform  system  of  weighing  and  abolishing  all  deductions? 
— I am,  and  I think  adopting  the  decimal  system  would  simplify  business  very  much. 

10321.  Do  you  think  the  change  would  cause  much  confusion? — Not  if  an  act  were 
passed  to  come  into  operation,  say  upon  the  1st  of  August,  which  would  give  time  to 
prepare  for  the  change.  I think  the  weighmaster  in  the  markets  ought  to  weigh  gross,  and 
let  the  merchants  weigh  the  casks  or  sacks,  and  deduct  the  weight.  In  i-egard  to  fairs,  I 
woxxld  recommend  having  it  made  compulsory  to  provide  and  use  enclosed  fair-greens,  and 
have  some  sheds  erected  where  the  buyer  and  seller  could  transact  their  business,  which  in 
bad  weather  would  be  very  much  required. 


Receipts  and  Expenditure  in  the  Coleraine  Markets  for  the  three  years  ending  31st  August, 
1850,  1851,  and  1852. 


Dr. 

Aug.  31,  1850.  To  amount  of  tolls  and  customs  for  the  year  ended  this  day, 
Aug.  31,  1851.  To  amount  of  tolls  and  customs  for  the  year  ended  this  day, 
Aug.  31,  1852.  To  amount  of  tolls  and  customs  for  the  year  ended  this  day, 


£ s.  d. 
534  15 
570  15  Ilf 
587  0 2 
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Beoeipts  and  Expenditure  in  the  Coleraine  Markets,  for  the  Three  Years  ending  31st  August, 


1850,  1801,  and  1852 — continued. 

.Cr.  £ s.  d. 

Aug.  31,  1850.  By  amount  of  rent,  taxes,  interest,  repairs,  wages,  printing, 

and  stationery,  1 . .31662 

Aug.  81,  1851.  By  amount  of  rent,  taxes,  interest,  repairs,  wages,  printing, 

and  stationery,  . . . . . . . 334  5 10 

Aug.  31;  1852.  By  amount  of  rent,  taxes,  interest,  repairs,  wages,  printing, 

and  stationery,  336  14  1 


Expenditure  for  the  year  ending  31st  August,  1850. 

£ s.  d. 

Bent  of  Coleraine  market  annually, 32  13  4 

Interest  on  £2,700,  at  4 per  cent.,  for  outlay  of  money  expended  on  the 

erection  of  the  markets, . . 108  0 0 

Local  and  county  taxes,  . . 10  0 0 

Deputy  clerk  of  market’s  salary, . . 24  0 0 

Labourers’ wages, . 126  12  11 

Sundry  expenses  for  printing,  &c.,  &c., 14  1 9 1 1 


Expenditure  for  the  year  ending  31st  August,  1851 . 

Bent  of  Coleraine  market  annually, 

Interest  on  £2,700  at  4 per  cent,  for  outlay  of  money  expended  on  the 

erection  of  the  markets, 

Local  and  county  taxes, 

Clerk  of  market’s  salary,  

Deputy’s  do.,  .......... 

Labourers’  wages 

Sundry  expenses  incurred  by  erection  of  offices  for  weighing  grain,  and 
dead  pigs,  fitting  up  private  office,  baskets  for  weighing  potatoes, 
printing  and  stationery,  &c.,  . . 


Expenditure  for  the  year  ending  3 1st  August,  1S52. 

Bent  of’ Coleraine  market,  annually 

Interest  on  £2.700,  at  4 per  cent.,  for  outlay  of  money  expended  on  the 
erection  of  the  markets,  . ... 

Local  and  county  taxes, 

Clerk  of  market’s  salary 

Deputy  do 

Labourers’  wages,  including  a sum  paid  to  the  late  clerk  of  the  market,  for 

services  at  the  market  weekly,  . . 

Sundry  expenses  incurred  for  printing,  stationery,  lights,  &c.,  &c.. 


TV.u.  Young,  Clerk  of  Markets. 


Amount  of  Money  Expended  in  Markets. 

In  May,  1828,  the  lease  of  the  tolls  expired,  and  the  Corporation  resolved  to  huikl 
a market  for  the  sale  of  grain,  pork,  butter,  flax,  and  oil.  I he  ground  taken  from  John 
Boyd,  1st  October,  1828. 

£ s.  d. 

],500  0 0 Borrowed  at  5 per  cent. 

892  13  8 Afterwards. 

211  12  10  Paid  besides. 


£2,604  6 6 Total  cost  by  late  Corporation. 

100  0 0 By  present  Commissioners. 


£2,704  6 6 


£316  6 2 


£ s.  d. 
32  13  4 

108  0 0 
10  0 0 
60  0 0 
21  0 0 
79  10  2 


23  2 4 


£334  5 10 


£ j.  d. 
32  13  4 

108  0 0 
10  0 0 
60  0 0 
21  0 0 

92  2 4 
12  IS  5 


£336  14  1 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Borough  of  Coleraine. 

Gentlemen, 

Wo  the  undersigned,  purchasers  of  butter,  would  beg  respectfully  to  suggest  to  your 
Board  our  conviction  of  the  great  advantage  that  would  arise  to  that  trade  by  your 
procuring  a clause,  tube  inserted  in  the  Bill  now  before  Parliament,  for  the  better  regula- 
tion of  markets  in  borough  towns  in  Ireland,  empowering  Commissioners  to  appoint  a 
respectable  person  to  “ brand  butter  firkins"  with  their  real  weights,  allowing  two  pounds 
for  soakage  before  being  filled  with  butter;  as  although  it  appears  by  the  present  Bill,  tbit 


COLERAINE; 

20  Ih  January,  1853. 

Receipts  and  Expen- 
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Money  Expended. 


Suggestion  of 
Butter  Merchants. 
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Suggestion  of 
Butter  Merchants. 


yarns  Produce  sold. 


KEWTOWN- 
MMAVADY, 
SlsiJaauary,  1853. 

6m 

jis&si  Martin,  esq. 


the  person  selling  a firkin  of  butter,  the  weight  of  the  wood  being  more  than  bylaw  is  allowed, 
is  subject  to  a penalty,  sufficient,  it  would  be  thought,  to  deter  from  fraud,  yet  the  impossibi- 
lity that  exists  for  merchants  to  test  the  weight  of  each  cask  would,  in  a great  measure,  nullify 
this  provision.  We,  therefore,  are  of  opinion  that  the  clause  above  referred  to,  would  be  highly 
advantageous,  and  would  effectually  prevent  fraud,  as  our  conviction  is  that  branded  casks 
would,  in  all  cases  realize  a higher  price  than  unbranded  ones,  and  also  give  a certainty  to 
the  buyers.  We  think  it  would  have  a tendency  to  raise  the  price  of  butter  in  this  market. 


We  are,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servants, 


John  Lynd, 

John  Doiierty,  & Co., 
William  Irwin, 

John  M‘Vicar, 

Hugh  Hamil, 


J.  It.  Wilson, 

Stewarts  and  Motherwell, 
David  Kennedy, 

Samuel  Patten, 

Samuel  Boyd. 


Coleraine,  February,  1851. 


Amount  of  the  various  articles  of  farm  produce  sold  in  the  Coleraine  Markets  during  the  years 
ending  !3 1st  of  August,  1851  and  1852. 

1851.  1852. 


Oats,  . 1 

Bere,  .. 

Wheat,  . 

Rye,  . 

Beans,  . 

Pork'  ' . 

Butter,  . 

Fiax,  . . 

Hay,  . . ‘ . 

Straw,  '. 

Oatmeal, 

Potatoes  and  vegetables. 


Sucking  pigs, 
Grown  pigs,  . 
Black  cattle,  . 


Cabbage  plants, 


Tons.  cwts.  qrs.  lbs 
8,650  15  2 0 
408  18  0 17 
177  0 2 4 
8 14  T.  18 
70  7 811 
712  18  2 0 
00  10  8 2 
874  tf  2 20 
641  10'  17 
ISO  15'  1 0 

10  9 1 14 

1,747  0 0 0 


Number. 

1,805 

3,740 


341 

Wsc.  Youx 


Tons.  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
4,233  15  3 0 
549  17  2 20 
134  .0  0 10 
10  0 0 22 
65  10  2 8 
702  6 0 14 
50  ID  2 13 
5(>7  8 1 26 
718  1 3 14 
200  17  3 O 
711  217 

2,112  10  0 0 

Number. 

1,403 

569 

3,131 

Carts. 

158 

;o,  Cleric  of  the  Markets. 


Newtownlimavady,  January  21,  1853. 

John  Martin,  esq.,  examined. 

10322.  Are  you  Clerk  of  the  Crown  for  this  County  ? — I am ; and  a Town  Commissioner 
of  Newtownlimavady. 

10323.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  were  the  markets  in  this  town  established  ? 

The  whole  manor  and  patent  were  originally  granted  to  a person  named  Philips,  in  the 
eleventh  year  of  the  reign  of  James  I.,  1613;  the  whole  county  was  forfeited  in  the 
beginning  of  that  reign,  and  an  inquisition  was  held  throughout  the  North  of  Ireland,  when 
Sir  John  Davis  was  Attorney-General : the  county  was  granted  to  the  Londoners,  and  sub- 
divided among  the  twelve  London  Corporations : there  was  a body  out  of  the  General 
Corporation  of  London,  which  has  remained  ever  since  under  the  name  of  the  Irish  Society ; 
they  had  the  city  of  Derry,  and  the  town  of  Coleraine,  and  their  liberties,  for  three  miles 
around  eacli ; the  three  miles  at  the  western  side  of  the  Foyle,  which  runs  through  Derry, 
were  taken  out  of  the  county  Donegal,  and  those  to  the  east  of  the  Bann.  which  runs 
through  Coleraine,  out  of  Antrim.  Philips  was  a person  sent  over  for  tho  purpose  of 
dividing  tho  land  among  the  twelve  companies,  and  he  did  so  to  their  great  satisfaction  ; 
so  much  so,  that,  in  return,  they  gave  a certain  number  of  acres  for  his  own  trouble.  Ho 

was  very  competent,  and  selected  the  two  best  hits  of  the  whole  country  for  himself, this 

manor  and  the  manor  of  Castledawson. 

10324.  Did  he  get  them  in  fee? — Absolutely  in  fee.  Afterwards  the  grant  made  by 
James  I.,  for  an  inquisition,  to  find  out  who  the  former  proprietors  were,  took  place  in 
August,  1609  ; Philips  then  got  a grant  direct  from  the  Crown  for  himself ; in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.,  the  Star  Chamber  held  an  inquiry,  and  there  was  a second  charter  granted, 
some  of  the  undertakers,  as  they  were  called,  having  forfeited  their  rights  ; Philips,  how- 
ever, did  not  forfeit  his.  William  Conway,  who  was  Speaker  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons, 
purchased  the  manor  from  Philips ; it  came  to  the  RightTIoii.  Thomas  Conway,  in  1 78,2, 
and  after  his  death,  it  was  sold  to  Mr.  O’Gilvie. 

10325.  Who  is  the  present  proprietor  of  the  town  ? — Mr.  James  O’Gilvie. 

10326.  Can  you  say  whether  the  grant  to  Philips  gave  him  the  markets  and  fairs?— I 
cannot. 
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10327.  Who  are  supposed  to  be  proprietors  of  the  market  at  present  ? — They  have  been 
lost  sight  of  altogether ; Mr.  Harvey  Bruce,  a clergyman  of  this  neighbourhood,  was 
provost  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  and  continued  so  for  a considerable  number  of  years,  and, 
as  being  provost,  he  claimed  a right  to  the  tolls  and  customs  ; Mr.  John  Boss,  the  principal 
magistrate  here,  was  the  person  who  subsequently,  for  a considerable  number  of  years, 
claimed  the  rights,  and  they  were  conceded  to  him,  as  successor  of  the  provost,  when  that 
title  ceased  after  the  Union. 

10328.  In  the  event  of  a public  market  being  established  here,  who  would  be  the  pro- 
prietors ? — I should  think  the  Town  Commissioners,  as  successors  to  the  Corporation  ; tolls 
were  collected  here  until  1817  or  1818,  when  a person  who  brought  a parcel  of  sheep  here 
called  upon  the  collectors  to  show  their  schedule,  and  refused  to  pay;  he  defied  them  to 
take  the  sheep,  and  said  he  would  contest  the  matter ; they  did  not  seize,  and  tolls  were 
not  paid  after. 

10329.  What  were  the  market-days  in  the  patent? — Monday,  and  a fair  upon  the  1st  of 
July,  old  style. 

10330.  What  markets  are  held  now? — Monday  is  the  general  market,  and  there  is  a 
grain  market  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays. 

10331.  Is  no  grain  sold  on  Monday  ? — Meal  is,  but  not  grain. 

10332.  When  were  the  other  markets  established? — In  1821,  by  general  agreement. 

10333.  Was  there  no  patent  or  authority? — None. 

10334.  How  many  fairs  are  there  now? — Four  fairs,  properly  so  called,  besides  one, 
which  is  only  a horse  f.iir,  recently  established  on  the  second  Monday  in  February ; the 
four  fairs  now  are,  the  12th  of  July,  which  is  the  old  fair,  the  28th  of  March,  the  13th  of 
June,  and  29th  of  October. 

10335.  Were  these  fairs  established  under  any  patent  or  authority  ? — Not  that  I know  of. 

10336.  Are  tolls  paid  at  either  markets  or  fairs  ? — None  of  any  kind  ; they  have  not  been 
collected  for  upwards  of  thirty  years. 

10337.  Are  there  enclosed  public  market-places? — No. 

10338.  Are  the  fairs  held  in  the  streets? — They  are. 

1 0339.  Hasa  weighmasterbeen  appointed  for  the  market  by  the  Town  Commissioners? — No. 

10340.  Are  there  public  beams  and  scales? — No. 

10341.  Where  is  the  produce  brought  into  the  town  sold? — At  private  markets  which 
were  established, — one  by  Mr.  Edward  Boyd,  in  1820,  I presume,  in  consequence  of  the 
want  of  markets  here,  for  grain,  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays. 

10342.  Did  he  get  any  permission  from  the  Corporation? — I do  not  think  he  got  per- 
mission from  anybody,  it  was  merely  a speculation ; flax,  butter,  and  pork,  are  sold  on 
Mondays. 

1 0343.  Of  course  it  is  quite  optional  to  make  use  of  that  market  ? — So  much  so,  that  a 
rival  one  has  been  established. 

10344.  What  accommodation  is  there  in  Mr.  Boyd's  market  ? — It  is  enclosed,  and  there 
is  a shed  for  weighing,  with  a beam  and  scales  for  flax,  another  for  grain,  and  a weigh- 
bridge outside. 

10345.  Of  course  the  persons  employed  by  Mr.  Boyd  there  are  his  private  servants? — 
Certainly. 

10346.  Does  he  charge  for  weighing? — He  does. 

10347.  When  was  the  second  market  established? — It  was  established  in  1837,  by  John 
Hunter,  on  the  same  days  as  Mr.  Boyd’s,  and  for  the  same  produce. 

10348.  Would  the  one  market  be  sufficient  for  the  town? — Certainly  not. 

10349.  What  accommodation  is  there  in  the  second  mai-ket? — Two  beams  and  scales, 
and  a weigh  bridge. 

10350.  Is  any  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  streets? — Flax,  potatoes,  and  turnips 
are,  also  turf. 

10351.  Is  any  grain  sold  in  the  streets  ?— It  might  occur  in  case  of  a very  great  crowd, 
but  it  would  go  into  the  market  to  be  weighed. 

10352.  Is  it  not  very  inconvenient  to  have  the  fairs  held  in  the  public  thoroughfares  ? — 
It  is  complained  of  very  much ; but  I,  myself,  do  not  object  to  them.  If  an  enclosed 
fair-green  could  be  got  free,  it  would  give  more  satisfaction ; but  1 do  not  think  people 
would  like  to  pay. 

10353.  Would  it  not  be  for  the  farmer’s  advantage  to  pay  a small  toll  and  get  a good 
standing  where  his  cattle  could  be  seen  ? — I would  prefer  it  myself. 

10354.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  properly-enclosed  markets,  with  sworn  weigli- 
masters  and  good  accommodation,  where  all  produce  should  be  sold? — I do  not  see  the 
very  great  advantage  ; I think  they  are  all  very  well  as  they  are.  I never  heard  any  com- 
plaints here  against  the  weiglnnasters.  I wish  to  remark  that  we  are  under  very  peculiar 
circumstances  here,  as  regards  the  weights  and  measures.  By  the  Act  of  5 & 6 Wm.  IV., 
a county  inspector  was  appointed,  and  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act  of  1850  enabled  the 
police  to  perform  the  duty.  In  1851  there  was  another  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act  passed, 
which  differed  materially  from  the  previous  Acts.  By  the  Act  of  1850,  the  head  con- 
stable was  authorized  to  perform  all  the  duties,  and  the  Grand  Jury  were  directed  to  pro- 
vide him  with  what  arc  called  sub-standard  weights  and  measures.  The  second  Act  of 
Parliament  does  not  empower  the  head  constable  to  stamp  ; and  a case  occurred  in  Cole- 
raine, in  last  October,  where  a man  who  was  fined  before  the  magistrates  for  using 
unstamped  weights,  came  two  or  three  days  after  to  the  head  constable  and  asked  him  to 
stamp  them,  which  the  head  constable  could  not  do. 

1 ’ a at 
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Mr.  Edward  Boyd. 


10355.  Have  you  no  county  inspector  now ?- — No.  The  sub-inspector  has  brass  weights 
and  measures. 

10356.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country?— Decidedly;  one  uniform  system;  weigh  to  the  112  pounds,  and  pay  for  every 
ounce,  and  allow  no  tret  or  deduction  whatever.  I think  the  most  unsatisfactory  thing 
that  can  possibly  be  is,  the  variety  of  names  given  to  all  the  different  measures.  Barrels, 
I think,  should  be  done  away  with  entirely.  We  have  twenty-one  stone  of  barley, 
eighteen  of  oats,  and  twenty  of  wheat,  here.  We  sell  wheat  by  the  barrel  here  alone ; in 
the  counties  of  Meath,  Louth,  and  Dublin,  they  take  wheat  at  five  stone  to  the  bushel, 
oats,  four,  and  barley  three  and  a-half.  Here  we  use  six  bushels  of  barley,  at  three  and 
a-half  stone  to  the  bushel.  With  regard  to  pigs,  I would  do  away  altogether  with  the 
deduction  of  ten  pounds  or  eleven  pounds. 

10357.  Have  you  ever  considered  how  the  decimal  system  would  work? — I would 
approve  of  it  very  much. 

10358.  Do  you  find  any  inconvenience  arise  here  from  the  clause  in  the  Summary  Juris- 
diction Act  limiting  the  jui'isdiction  of  the  magistrates  to  cases  where  the  value  of  the 
article  is  under  £5  ? — Very  great  inconvenience. 

10359.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  £5  the  amount  of  the  fraud  attempted? — I think 
it  would. 

Mr.  Edward  Boyd  examined. 

10360.  Do  you  reside  here? — I do. 

10361.  Did  you  establish  a market  here? — I did,  in  1820,  for  the  sale  of  grain  on 
Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  and  general  produce  upon  Mondays. 

10362.  Did  you  obtain  any  patent? — None  whatever.  I got  the  signatures  of  gentle- 
men of  the  town,  and  the  principal  farmers. of  the  country,  stating  that  they  would  attend 
the  market. 

10363.  Then  it  was  established  entirely  upon  speculation? — Entirely. 

10364.  You  have  never  been  opposed  by  any  patentee? — Never. 

10365.  Have  you  any  schedule  of  charges? — No. 

10366.  Would  you  allow  a person  to  sell  and  go  out  without  weighing  ? — I knew  very 
few  persons  attempt  it. 

10367.  What  are  your  chai'ges? — One  penny  a bag,  under  twenty  stone;  2cZ.  a sack. 

10368.  No  higher  charge  ? — None. 

10369.  If  there  were  twenty  stone  seven  pounds  in  a bag,  what  would  you  charge? — 
Only  1 d. 

10370.  What  other  charges  have  you? — Three  pence  and  4 d.  a pig,  according  to  the 
size;  flax,  2d.  a hundred- weight.  We  weigh  six  score  four  pounds. 

10371.  If  you  weigh  half  a hundred -weight  what  do  you  charge  ?— -One  penny. 

10372.  What  quantity  will  you  weigh? — We  would  not  like  to  weigh  more  than  seven 
score. 

10373.  What  do  you  charge  for  butter  ? — Two  pence  a firkin,  or  crock,  or  butt. 

10374.  What  do  you  charge  upon  the  weigh-bridge  ? — If  the  load  is  light  we  only  charge 
3d.,  but  if  it  is  heavy.  Ad. 

10375.  What  do  you  charge  for  potatoes? — If  they  are  weighed  in  bags,  just  the  same 
as  grain ; and  if  they  are  weighed  in  carts,  on  the  weigh-bridge,  just  the  same  as  other 
loads. 

10376.  Do  you  charge  porterage? — No. 


692. 

Mr.HughM'Geelian . 


Mr.  Hugh  M‘Geelian  examined. 

10377.  Do  you  reside  in  NewtOwnlimavady  ? — I do. 

10378.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  clerk  to  Mr.  Boyd. 

10379.  Do  you  keep  a book? — I do. 

10380.  And  give  a ticket  ? — Yes. 

10381.  If  a person  does  not  weigh  do  you  make  any  charge? — None. 

10382.  How  do  you  weigh  corn?— Down  weight,  with  four  pounds  weight. 

10383.  If  it  will  not  bring  the  scale  down,  do  you  throw  out  four  pounds  ? — I do. 

10384.  Do  you  make  any  deduction? — No;  I give  the  ticket  gross  weight,  and  the 
purchaser  deducts  the  tare — five  pounds  for  a bag,  and  seven  pounds  for  a sack. 

10385.  Does  the  purchaser  deduct  any  beamage? — No,  nothing  of  the  kind  at  all.  ■ 

10386.  Does  he  make  any  charge  ? — None  whatever.  ■ 

10387.  What  will  bring  your  scale  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight? — One  pound, 
with  the  heaviest  draught. 

1 0388.  Then  the  farmer  may  lose  more  than  four  pounds  from  standing  beam  ?— -He 
may  from  standing  beam,  but  not  from  our  idea  of  weight. 

10389.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  pork? — We  weigh  by  112  pounds,  down 
weight,  to  two  pounds,  and  give  the  ticket  gross,  deducting  nothing. 

10390.  How  does  the  merchant  buy  ? — By  120  pounds,  deducting  ten  pounds,  and  some- 
times eleven  pounds,' for  every  pig. 

10391.  What  is  that  for? — I never  knew  what  it  was  for. 

. 10392.  I suppose  if  the  pig  only  weighed  ten  pounds,  the  merchant  would  take  it  all 
and  pay  noth;  ng  ? — Just  so.  ' * 

10393.  Do  the  merchant's  make  any  charge  ? — I understand  in  some  cases  they  keep  2 di 
for  what  they  call  the  “house,”  but  I do  not  think  there  is  any  charge  for  porterage. 1 
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. 10394.  In  bringing  the  weight  into  long  hundreds-weight,  are  odd  pounds  deducted 
from  the  quarter  of  twenty-eight  pounds  ? — No,  of  thirty  pounds. 

10395.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  by  deducting  from  the  twenty-eight 
pounds? — No,  I never  did. 

10306.  Do  the  merchants  pay  for  odd  pounds  at  the  full  price?— No,  they  pay  at  the 
next  lowest  even  price. 

10397.  How  do  you  weigh  butter  ? — To  the  pound,  down  weight,  and  give  the  ticket  in 
the  gross. 

1 0398.  What  does  the  merchant  deduct? — The  firkins  generally  are  branded  eight  pounds, 
and  he  takes  off  ten  pounds. 

10399.  If  the  firkins  were  branded  twelve  pounds,  would  he  take  off  fourteen  pounds? 
, — He  would. 

10400.  Does  lie  pay  for  every  pound  of  butter? — He  does.  About  three  years  ago  the 
merchants  only  paid  for  seventy-two  pounds,  but  now  they  pay  for  every  pound. 

10401.  Do  they  ever  strip  the  firkin  and  deduct  the  actual  weight  ? — Sometimes. 

10402.  Do  they  then  take  the  two  pounds  ?— - They  do  not. 

10403.  Do  they  make  any  charge  for  cooperage? — At  the  time  the  market  was  estab- 
lished, the  merchants  came  from  Ballymoney  and  Coleraine,  and  they  charged  4 d.  a firkin 
for  carriage,  and  up  to  this  day  the  buyers  take  6d.  a firkin,  and  pay  us  2d.  In  buying 
butts,  one  pound  to  the  score  is  taken  off  by  the  buyer.  I believe  it  was  the  Derry  people 
who  established  that  rule. 

10404.  What  is  deducted  off  lump  butter? — I do  not  think  there  is  any  deduction. 

10405.  Do  the  buyers  charge  carriage  for  butts  and  lumps? — Four  pence  for  butts,  but 
nothing  for  lumps. 

10406.  Does  every  merchant  qualify  his  own  butter  here? — He  does. 

10407.  How  is  flax  weighed? — In  scores  or  pounds,  to  the  pound  downweight.  We 
give  the  ticket  in  gross,  and  the  buyers  purchase  by  the  hundred- weight,  of  six  score  four 
pounds. 

10408..  Does  he  make  any  deduction? — No. 

10409.  Suppose  a quantity  of  flax  weighed  one  hundred-weight  twenty-eight  pounds, 
would  the  seller  be  paid  at  the  same  rate  for  the  twenty-eight  pounds  ? — No ; at  the  next 
lowest  even  price,  and  one  pound  would  be  deducted,  if  it  were  over  fifteen  pounds. 

10410.  What  is  that  for  ? — I do  not  know  ; custom,  I suppose. 

10411.  Is  any  charge  made  for  storage  ? — None. 

10412.  Is  this  a large  flax  market  ? — It  is  a very  good  flax  market. 

10413.  Do  you  make  any  charge  if  you  keep  flax  in  your  stores  ? — Nothing  whatever. 

10414.  How  are  potatoes  weighed  ? — Potatoes  in  sacks  are  weighed  the  same  way  as 
corn,  by  the  stone  of  fourteen  pounds. 

10415.  Do  the  buyers  pay  for  odd  pounds  ?— Not  for  any  thing  under  seven  pounds. 

10416.  .If  a man  had  only  one  sack? — Even  so ; he  would  not  be  paid  for  six  pounds. 

10417.  How  do  you  weigh  on  the  weigh-bridge  ? — To  the  seven  pounds. 

10418.  Would  you  put  seven  pounds  in  the  ticket? — We  do. 

10419-  Do  you  keep  porters  in  the  market? — Yes;  paid  by  Mr.  Boyd. 

10420.  What  is  your  staff? — Myself,  another  clerk,  a man  who  weighs,  and  generally  six 
men  as  porters  on  market-days. 

104 11 . Do  you  give  a ticket  in  every  instance  ? — Yes. 

10422.  Could  you  tell  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  quantities  weighed? — I could ; but  not 
the  kinds  of  grain. 

Mr.  John  Hunter  examined. 

10423.  Do  you  reside  in  this  town  ? — I do. 

10424.  Do  you  keep  a market  ? — I do. 

10425.  Is  the  system  of  weighing,  and  the  scale  of  charges,  the  same  as  at  the  other 
markets  ? — Just  exactly  the  same. 
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Mr.  George  Cavagh  examined.  694. 

10426.  Do  you  reside  here  ? — I do.  Mr-  George  Cavagh. 

10427.  Do  you  purchase  in  the  market  ? — Yes.  I am  a miller,  and  in  the  grain  trade. 

10428.  Do  you  buy  in  both  markets  ? — I do. 

10429.  Is  the  system  of  weighing  the  same  in  both  markets  ? — It  is. 

10430.  And  the  charges? — Just  the  same.  It  is  inconvenient  to  the  buyer  to  have  two 
markets,  for  it  causes  great  loss  of  time ; but  they  arc  very  fair  markets,  and  the  compe- 
tition between  the  two  is  such,  that  the  seller  generally  gets  fair  play. 

10431.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  over  Ireland,  properly  regulated  public 
markets,  where  it  should  be  compulsory  to  have  all  agricultural  produce  sold  and  weighed? 

— Certainly  ; I would  much  prefer  it.  It  would  be  a great  advantage  to  the  farmer  and  the 
town  generally,  for  a certain  supervision  is  very  much  required.  It  would  also  very  much 
facilitate  business. 

1 0432.  I suppose  you  would  have  the  charge  nothing  more  than  would  support  the  market, 
and  pay  interest  upon  the  money  expended  ? — Nothing  more. 

10433.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  market  commence  at  a fixed  hour? — I 
; would  ; and  let  each  town  fix  the  hour  for  itself. 

1(1434.  Would  you  have  it  close  at  a regular  hour? — I would,  for  the  same  business 
would  bo  done  in  much  less  time.  I also  think  there  should  be  a public  inspector  in  every 

3 M 2 
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market,  who  would  he  quite  independent  both  of  the  buyer  and  the  seller.  Hero  we  find 
it  necessary  to  have  an  inspector,  who  is  paid  principally  by  the  buyers,  and  it  is  more  his 
interest  to  keep  right  with  the  buyers  than  with  the  sellers.  If  there  was  not  some  check 
upon  the  seller,  however,  there  would  be  a great  deal  of  grain  brought  fraudulently  made 
up.  I would  have  public  inspectors  for  pork  and  flax  also,  and  have  them  public  prosecutors 
in  case  of  fraud.  I would  also  wish  to  have  better  defined  powers  of  summary  jurisdiction 
given  to  the  magistrates.  _ 

10435.  Instead  of  having  £5  the  value  of  the  article,  as  a limit,  would  it  not  be  better 
to  have  it  the  value  of  the  fraud  attempted  ?— I think  that  would  be  sufficient ; and  it  is 
very  much  required. 

10436.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 

country ? I would.  There  is  an  immensity  of  trouble,  and  a great  deal  of  time  lost,  in 

making  up  calculations  at  present,  unless  you  have  tables  to  refer  to,  which  you  cannot  be 
always  carrying  about ; and  there  is  a great  deal  of  misapprehension  consequently.  I also 
think  it  would  be  a great  improvement  to  introduce  the  decimal  system. 

10437.  Do  you  think  the  chauge  could  be  made  without  great  inconvenience ?— I do;  I 
think  the  only  objection  is  the  prejudice  against  altering  an  old  custom.  If  there  is  to  be 
any  change,  it  is  much  better  to  go  to  the  root  of  the  matter  at  once. 

10438.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  all  produce  to  the  pound,  standing  beam, 
payincr  the  farmer  for  every  pound,  and  letting  the  merchant  regulate  his  price  accord- 
ingly ?_I  think  it  would  be  much  better ; although  here  the  sellers  are  very  well  treated. 

°10439.  Would  it  not  simplify  matters  to  weigh  the  sack  in  all  cases,  and  deduct  the 
actual  weight  ? — It  would ;.  but  it  might  lead  to  some  little  loss  of  time.  I always  weigh 
the  bag  at  the  mills. 

10440.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  oblige  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  markets 
to  furnish  proper  statistical  returns  ?— It  would  be  the  proper  system  ; it  would  give  the 
officers  very  little  additional  trouble,  and  it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  the  country 
and  to  trade  to  obtain  the  information.  I think  some  powers  should  be  vested  in  some 
public  body,  such  as  Town  Commissioners,  where  they  exist,  to  establish  public  jnarkets. 
Here  it  is  a great  nuisance  that  cows,  sheep,  pigs,  potatoes,  turnips,  turf,  and  all  kinds  of 
produce,  are  sold  in  the  public  streets. 

10441.  Do  you  think  the  Town  Commissioners,  generally,  arc  the  parties  who  should 
superintend  markets  ? — I do. 

10442.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  a body  of  trustees  who  would  represent  all 
classes  ? — Certainly  it  would. 

Mr.  Robert  Macrory  examined. 

10443.  Where  do  you  reside? — Near  this  town. 

10444.  Do  you  purchase  in  this  market? — I do. 

10445.  Are  you  in  the  grain  trade? — Yes;  I have  mills  in  this  neighbourhood. 

10446.  Do  you  generally  agree  with  the  opinions  of  the  last  witness  ? — I do,  most  fully. 

1 0447.  You  do  not  conceive  that  the  establishment  of  public  markets  would  be  a restric- 
tion upon  trade  ?— Quite  the  reverse ; it  would  be  a great  improvement. 

10448.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — Certainly ; I would  like  to  weigh  by  hundreds-weight,  quarters,  and  pounds. 
I have  not  considered  the  decimal  system,  and  I fear  I am  too  long  accustomed  to  the  old 
system  to  like  it. 

10449.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  removing  all  markets  and  fairs- out  of  the  pubhc 
streets  ? — Decidedly ; they  are  a great  nuisance  in  the  streets. 

10450.  Would  parties  in  town  object  much  to  the  change? — I do  not  think  they 
would. 

Mr.  Andrew  Given  examined. 

10451.  Do  you  reside  in  this  town? — I do. 

10452.  Do  you  purchase  in  the  market? — Yes;  I buy  flax. 

10453.  Is  tiie  system  described  by  the  weighmaster  that  which  is  adopted  ? — Yes,  quite 
correct.  , 

10454.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  uniform  system  of  weighing  for  all  kinds  of  produce  r 
— I would. 

10455.  And  pay  the  farmer  for  every  pound  ? — Exactly. 

10456.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  public  markets  established  all  over  the 
country  ? — I wpuld. 

10457.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  have  the  statistics  of  the  country  properly  kept  in 
these  markets  ? — Very  desirable. 

10458.  Would  you  approve  of  the  decimal  system  of  weighing? — I think  hundreds- 
weight,  quarters,  and  pounds  would  do  very  well ; but  having  different  hundreds-weight  in 
different  places  is  a very  inconvenient  system. 

10459.  Do  you  make  anyreduction  here  upon  flax? — We  do;  we  buy by  the  124  pounds, 
and  only  pay  for  120  pounds. 

10460.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a person  in  every  market  to  arbitrate  between 
buyer  and  seller  in  the  event  of  disputes  ? — I would. 

10461.  Would  you  have  the  market  commence  at  a certain  hour? — Yes,  if  there  wero 
any  way  of  enforcing  the  rule.  We  attempted  it  here,  and  never  could  succeed ; but  if  it 
were  enforced  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  I would  approve  of  it. 

10462.  Would  youhave  it  close  at  a certainhour? — Yes ; it  would  save  a great  deal  of  time. 
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Mr.  John  Hemphill  examined. 

10463.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Within  two  miles  of  this  town. 

10464.  Are  you  a farmer? — Yes;  I farm  about  140  acres. 

10465.  Do  you  sell  in  this  market  ? — The  greater  part  of  my  produce. 

10466.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  well  regulated  public  markets  ? — We  have  not  much 
to  complain  of  here  regarding  the  market ; we  only  complain  of  the  irregularity  of  weights ; 
but  I think  a public  market  everywhere  would  be  the  best  protection  for  the  honest  man, 
whether  buyer  or  seller. 

10467.  Would  you,  as  a farmer,  object  to  pay  a small  charge  for  the  use  of  a public 
market  ? — Certainly  not ; I would  prefer  selling  there. 

10468.  Do  you  conceive  the  streets  a good  place  for  holding  fairs? — No;  I think  it; 
would  be  very  desirable  to  have  cattle,  and  more  particularly  horses,  off  the  streets.  I 
would  prefer  a proper  fair-green,  because  I would  know  that  my  cattle  could  not  leave  the 
market  without  the  man  at  the  gate  seeing  them.  In  many  cases  the  cattle,  at  present, 
may  wander  away  from  the  markets,  if  there  are  negligent  persons  in  care  of  them. 

10469-  Would  you  think  it  desirable  to  have  regular  hours  fixed  for  opening  and  closing; 
the  markets  ? — Yes,  very  much  so. 

10470.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  well  to  have  all  firkins  branded  before  sale  by  sworn; 
officers  ? — Certainly,  very  desirable. 

10471.  Are  there  many  frauds  practised  here  by  super-tares? — I rather  think  there  are 
too  many.  The  people  here  sometimes  give  higher  prices  in  order  to  get  heavier  firkins 
than  are  necessary. 

10472.  Of  course  you  would  have  some  scale  laid  down  in  allowing  for  soakage? — 
Certainly. 

1 0473.  If  a firkin  weighed  twelve  pounds  when  new,  would  fourteen  pounds  be  too  much 
to  brand  it  ? — I think  so.  It  would  not  soak  half  a pound  of  butter  if  it  were  properly 
made.  There  is  a description  of  firkin  sold  here,  called  the  green  firkin,  and  it  is  generally 
allowed  to  hold  seventy-two  pounds  of  butter,  the  gross  weight  being  eighty-four  pounds ; 
but  if  it  weighs  eiglity-six  pounds,  or  even  eighty-eight  pounds,  you  will  only  be  paid  the 
same  for  it.  There  are  very  few  of  these  firkins  now. 

Mr.  Thomas  Austen  examined. 

10474.  Do  you  reside  here  ? — I do. 

10475.  Do  you  buy  butter? — I do. 

10476.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  paying  for  every  pound  of  butter,  and  abolishing  all- 
deductions? — I would. 

10477.  Would  you  have  the  firkins  properly  branded,  before  being  filled,  by  a sworn 
public  officer? — I would.  In  summer  time  it  is  impossible  to  turn  out  the  butter  without 
damage,  it  is  so  soft.  There  is  great  annoyance  caused  in  Glasgow  by  the  super- tare  of 
firkins  sent  over  there.  I have  seen  the  bottom  of  a firkin  made  of  heavj  beech,  and  shaped 
just  like  a cone.  Such  an  arrangement  as  the  proper  branding  of  firkins  would  give  great 
satisfaction  in  the  markets  at  the  other  side.  1 think  to  have  a firkin  weighing  six  pounds, 
branded  seven  pounds,  and  weighing  twelve  pounds,  branded  fourteen  pounds,  would  be 
a very  fair  allowance.  A cooper  of  this  town  has  told  me  that  he  would  brand  firkins  the 
actual  weight,  but  that  the  people  constantly  require  to  get  weightier  ones. 

10478.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  one  uniform  system  of  weighing  over  the  whole 
country  ? — Most  certainly,  I would. 


Londonderry,  January  22,  1853. 

James  William  Gregg,  esq.,  examined. 

10479.  Do  you  reside  in  Londonderry? — I do- 

10480.  Are  you  the  Town  Clerk? — I am. 

10481.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  are  the  markets  held  here? — The  present  Act 
under  which  the  markets  are  held  is  the  10tli  and  12th  Victoria,  a local  Act  for  the  im- 
provement of  Londonderry,  passed  on  the  14th  August,  1848. 

10482.  Can  you  state  what  are  the  markets  authorized  to  be  held  here  by  charter? — 
There  is  a charter  of  Charles  II.,  which  gives  the  power  of  holding  markets  here.  There 
is  also  a charter  of  James  I.,  but  I have  not  got  a copy  of  it. 

10483.  Do  you  know  under  what  regulations,  in  either  charter,  the  markets  were  estab- 
lished ? — I cannot  state.  I am  not  soficitor  to  the  Corporation,  and  their  solicitor  is  not 
in  town  at  present. 

10484.  Does  the  Town  Improvement  Act  for  Londonderry  make  the  Corporation  the 
proprietors  of  the  fairs  and  markets  ? — It  does. 

10485.  Arc  tolls  paid  in  the  markets  ? — Yes. 

10486.  Is  there  a schedule  attached  to  the  Improvement  Act? — There  is. 

10487-  Are  tolls  levied  according  to  that  schedule? — They  are.  We  do  not,  in  all  cases, 
however,  levy  as  much  as  we  are  authorized  to  levy. 

10488.  Have  you  schedule-boards  posted  up  in  the  markets? — We  have. 

10489.  Is  there  a separate  charge  for  toll  and  for  cranage  fees  ? — No  ; only  one  charge. 

10490.  Are  tolls  paid  by  the  buyer  or  the  seller  ? — By  the  seller. 

10491.  On  cattle? — Yes. 

10492.  Are  there  enclosed  market-places  ? — There  are. 
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10493.  What  market  accommodation  is  there? — There  is  a corn  market  for  the  sale  of 
all  kinds  of  grain,  and  some  flax  is  weighed  there  on  market-days,  but  not  sold. 

10494.  Is  that  market  enclosed? — It  is. 

10495.  How  many  beams  and  scales? — Three. 

10496.  What  other  markets ? — A butter  market,  also  enclosed,  with  sheds,  and  proper 
accommodation,  and  two  beams  and  scales.  Then  we  have  a pork  market  in  the  same 
place.  Hay  and  straw  are  also  weighed  there,  upon  the  weigh-bridge,  and  sold  in  the 
streets.  There  is  a potato  market,  with  about  eighty  small  beams  and  scales,  and  a market 
for  meat,  fish,  vegetables,  eggs,  and  poultry. 

10497.  Where  is  the  flax  market  ? — In  the  street. 

10498.  Where  are  the  fairs  held? — The  horse  fair  is  in  the  street.  The  cow  fair  is  held 
in  the  cattle  market,  which  is  the  only  other  market  we  have.  Standings  for  fruit  and 
matters  of  the  kind,  are  also  in  the  streets. 

10499-  Is  any  toll  levied  on  flax  ? — No  ; although  we  arc  authorized  by  the  Act  to  do  so. 
10500.  Is  the  toll  charged  on  articles  entering  the  market,  or  when  they  have  been 
weighed  ? — It  has  been  fcharged  heretofore  on  weighing,  but  it  will  be  for  entering  the 
market. 

1 050 1 . Is  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  produce  confined  to  the  markets  ? — No ; a great  deal 
is  sold  in  the  streets. 

10502.  At  present  ? — Y es. 

10503.  And  weighed  at  the  private  stores  ? — I believe  so. 

10504.  What  officers  are  employed  by  the  Corporation  in  the  markets  ? — One  inspector, 
and  several  clerks  under  him. 

10505.  Are  the  markets  in  the  hands  of  the  Corporation? — Yes;  they  came  into  their 
hands  upon  the  1st  of  November  last,  but  they  have  let  some  of  them. 

10506.  Which  have  they  let? — The  potato  market,  the  corn  market,  the  shambles,  and 
standings,  and  the  coarse  meat  market. 

10507.  Are  the  other  markets  in  their  own  hands? — Yes;  the  corn  and  butter  market. 
10508.  What  officers  are  employed  in  the  corn  market? — Two  clerks,  and  sometimes  a 
third,  and  five  barrovvmen.  The  clerks  act  as  weighmasters,  and  keep  the  books  also. 

10509.  Who  lift  the  sacks  off  the  carts  ? — The  farmers  themselves,  or  they  pay  men  for 
doing  so. 

10510.  Are  the  parties  licensed  by  the  Corporation  ? — No. 

10511.  What  staff  is  in  the  butter  market  ? — A butter  inspector  and  two  clerks,  with  two 
porters  and  two  boys. 

10512.  In  whose  hands  was  this  market  before  it  came  into  the  hands  of  the  Corporation  ? 
— In  the  hands  of  Mr.  Corbett,  who  was  weighmaster  under  the  Corporation. 

10513.  Was  he  lessee  of  the  tolls  ? — He  was,  of  the  butter,  corn,  and  pork  markets. 
10514.  Did  he  pay  rent  for  them  ? — He  did. 

10515.  Did  his  lease  expire  last  November? — No;  he  had  a life  interest,  and  the 
Corporation  gave  him  £600  a year  for  his  life  for  it. 

10516.  Were  the  markets  conducted  in  the  same  way,  as  at  present,  during  his  time  ? — 
They  were. 

10517.  Did  he  levy  the  same  tolls  ? — Exactly  the  same. 

10518.  Was  there  an  inspector  of  the  markets  during  his  time? — No;  the  inspector  was 
appointed  after  the  markets  came  into  the  hands  of  the  Corporation. 

10519.  Does  the  Corporation  receive  the  profits  of  these  markets  now? — They  do. 

10520.  And  pay  their  officers  fixed  salaries? — Yes. 

10521.  To  whom  is  the  meat  market  let  ? — To  James  Orr,  for  £30  a-year. 

10522.  Does  he  let  shambles  also? — There  are  two  or  three  which  he  lets. 

10523.  Is  meat  all  sold  in  the  shambles? — No  ; a good  deal  is  sold  in  the  shops. 

10524.  What  are  his  charges  ? — 

s.  d:  I s.  d. 

For  every  carcass  of  beef,  . . .1  0 For  every  carcass  of  lamb,  . .02, 

Do.  do.  calf,  . . .02  Do.  do.  pig,  . . .02 

Do.  do.  sheep,  . . 0 2 | 

10525.  To  whom  are  the  stalls  or  standings  let  ? — To  Anthony  Dwyer,  for  £86  a-year. 
10526.  Are  they  in  the  public  thoroughfare  ? — They  are. 

10527.  What  are  the  charges? — - 


For  every  load  of  plants,  quicks,  or 

trees,  . . . per  day,  0 4 

Do.  lesser  quantity,  do.,  . do.,  0 2 

Do.  stand  of  grass,  . do.,  0 2 


Forevery  quantity  of  fruit  not  exceed- 
ing two  bushels,  per  day,  0 1 

Do.  additional  two  bushels,  do.,  0 0£ 

Do.  large  standing,  . do.,  0 2 

Do.  small  standing,  . do.,  0 1 


.10528.  If  a man  brings  in  a cart,  and  erects  a table,  will  he  have  to  pay  twice? — He  will. 
10529.  To  whom  is  the  potato  market  let? — To  William  Burrell,  for  £66  a-year. 

10530.  What  are  his  charges? — 

S'  d.  I s.  d. 

For  every  car  or  cart-load  of  potatoes  Each  stand  of  weights  occupying  the 

brought  into  markets,  . per  day,  0 3 I markets,  ...  per  day,  0 3 
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10531.  If  a farmer  brings  in  a cart  of  potatoes  and  pays  3 d.  for  them,  and  retails  them 
himself,  must  he  pay  again  for  a stand  and  weights? — He  must. 

10532.  What  is  the  next  market  which  is  let  ? — The  market  for  fish,  vegetables,  &c.,  let 
to  James  Orr  for  £36,  and  the  following  are  his  charges : — 


5.  d. 

For  all  salmon  and  turbot,  not  exceed- 

a dozen,  per  day,  . . . .03 

For -every  additional  dozen,  per  day,  . 0 14 

For  all  salmon,  trout,  soles,  and  mack- 
erel, per  dozen,  . . .01 

For  all  -flounder  or  flukes,  not  exceed- 
ing one  dozen  of  strings,  per  day,  . 0 2 

Every  additional  quantity  to  be 
paid  in  proportion. 

For  all  other  kinds  of  fish,  except  shell 
fish,  per  dozen,  per  day,  . .01 

For  every  description  of  shell  fish  at 

the  rate  of,  per  basket,  per  day,  0 0£ 
Do.  per  load,  do.,  0 3 

For  every  cart  of  salt  fish,  do.,  0 4 

For  every  barrel  of  herrings,  open,  do.,  0 1 

For  every  cart  of  fresh  herrings,  . 0 6 
Butter,  per  basket,  . . . .01 


5.  d. 

Poultry,  including  fowls,  chickens,  and 
ducks,  wild  fowls,  pigeons,  and  rab- 
bits, not  exceeding  one  dozen,  per  day,  0 1 

Every  additional  dozen,  do.,  . 0 0£ 

Every  turkey  or  goose,  . . 0 0-£ 

For  more  than  one,  and  not  exceeding 

three,  . . . . . .01 

For  every  greater  quantity,  at  the 
rate  of  3d.  per  dozen. 

Every  basket  or  parcel  of  eggs,  not  ex- 
ceeding a hundred,  . per  day,  0 0| 

If  exceeding  a hundred,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred,  . per  day,  0 1 

For  every  additional  hundred,  do.,  . 0 0£  . 

Each  stand  in  the  coarse  meat  mar- 
ket, ....  per  day,  0 3 

Each  stand  of  vegetables,  . do.,  . 0 1 
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10533.  Are  these  lists  of  charges  copies  of  the  boards  posted  up  in  all  the  markets? — 
They  are. 

10534.  What  is  the  next? — The  cattle  market,  let  to  William  Burrell  for  £165. 

10535.  Is  the  charge  made  upon  cattle  entering  the  market  ? — Yes. 

10536.  Sold  or  unsold  ? — Yes. 

10537.  Is  there  a charge  at  the  horse  fair  ? — No. 

10538.  What  are  the  charges  on  cattle  ? — 

s.  d.  s.  d. 

For  every  bull,  ox,  cow,  heifer,  or  steer,  0 3 For  every  pig 0 1 

„ calf,  .....  0 1 „ sucking  pig,  . . . 0 0| 

„ ram,  sheep,  lamb,  or  goat,  . 0 1 


10539.  Is  there  a new  corn  market  in  course  of  erection  here? — There  is. 

10540.  When  will  it  be  fit  for  use  ? — By  the  1st  of  May. 

10541.  What  will  be  done  with  the  old  corn  market  then  ? — It  will  be  used  as  a butter 
and  pork  market;  the  term  of  the  Corporation,  in  the  present  butter  market,  expires  upon 
the  1st  May,  and  it  must  be  given  up;  there  has  been  no  determination  as  yet  with  regard 


to  a flax  market. 

10542.  What  are  the  charges  for  corn  ? — 
s.  d. 

Oats,  for  every  1 2 stone,  . . .01 

Barley,  do.  do.  . .01 

Wheat,  for  every  20  stone,  . .0  1^ 


' s.  d. 

Three  cw{.  oatmeal,  . . ..02 

Bag  of  2 cwt.  do.  . . .01 

Flax,  per  cwt.  . . . . .02 


10543.  What  are  your  charges  for  butter  ? — 


Inspecting, 

Branding, 

Weighing, 

Cooperage, 

Customs, 

Porterage, 


s. 

d. 

s.  d. 

. 0 

1 

Butts  over  50  lbs. 

0 8L 

. 0 

1 

Do.  under  50  lbs. 

0 2£ 

. 0 

1 

Pigs,  each, 

0 2 

. 0 

1 

Hay,  per  load,  • 

0 5 

. 0 

0* 

Straw,  per  do.  . 

0 5 

. 0 

0* 

All  other  goods  and  produce,  per  load, 

0 6 

10544.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed  for  this  market  by  the  Corporation? — The 
inspector  superintends  it ; there  is  no  other  person. 

10545.  Is  it  compulsory  to  make  use  of  it?— It  is. 

10546.  Are  any  of  the  officers  sworn  ? — The  inspector  is  sworn. 

10547.  Did  the  former  butter  weighmaster  receive  compensation? — Ho  did. 

1 0548.  Do  the  tolls  at  present  received  pay  more  than  the  interest  of  the  money  expended, 
and  all  other  charges  ? — I think  not.  . . 

10549.  What  sum  of  money  is  to  be  expended  upon  the  new  market ! — £2,400  is  the 
contract,  and  £285  a year  for  the  land  ; there  is  some  new  ground  also  taken,  not  included 
in  the  contract,  for  which  there  will  be  additional  expense.  _ 

10550.  Are  any  attempts  made  to  evade  tolls,  by  selling  outside  the  market  ? — There 
have  been.  I may  mention  that  there  is  a market  at  the  Waterside,  for  corn,  which  is  just 
the  same  in 'regulations  and  charges  as  the  corn  market  already  mentioned,  and  super- 
intended by  the  general  inspector. 

10551.  Is  it  the  intention  to  remove  that  market  as  soon  as  the  new  corn  market  is 
established  ?— I cannot  say  ; I know  of  no  such  intention.  - 

10552.-  Is  it  rented  ?— No  ; half  the  proceeds  are  paid  to  the  person  to  whom  the  market- 
place belongs. 
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10553.  What  is  the  object  of  having  the  second  corn  market? — To  accommodate  the 
farmers  at  the  other  side  of  the  water,  and  avoid  the  tolls  of  the  bridge. 

10554.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  weighing  in  private  ? — No;  I cannot 
say  I have. 

10555.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  in  pork  ? — No. 

10556.  What  are  the  market-days  here  ?— As  far  as  I recollect  the  days  prescribed  aro 
Wednesdays  and  Saturdays ; Thursday  is  a market  day  for  flax  and  butter. 

10557.  What  are  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  for? — General  market  days  for  corn,  pork, 
butter,  and  every  thing. 

10558.  Are  those  the  market-days  mentioned  in  the  patent? — I cannot  say. 

10559.  What  are  the  fair  days? — 17th  June,  4th  September,  and  17th  October. 

10560.  Are  there  any  other  fairs  ?— No  ; I think  not. 


Notice. — Borough  of  Londonderry,  to  wit. 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  the  market  now  used  as  a butter  market,  near  Waterloo-place, 
in  Londonderry,  aforesaid,  will  be  open  for  the  public  sale  of  pork ; and  the  market  now 
used  as  a grain  market,  in  Foyle-street,  in  the  said  borough,  will  bo  open  for  the  public 
sale  of  grain,  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  subject  to  the  tolls  imposed  by 
Act  of  Parliament  in  respect  thereof ; and  that  any  person  thereafter  exposing  or  offering 
pork,  or  any  kind  of  grain,  for  sale,  elsewhere  within  the  borough  of  Londonderry,  except 
in  his  or  her  own  dwelling-place  or  shop,  and,  in  the  case  of  grain,  in  the  yard  or  place 
heretofore  and  at  present  used  as  a grain  market  at  the  Waterside,  in  said  borough,  will  bo 
liable  to  a penalty  not  exceeding  forty  shillings,  which  will  be  rigidly  enforced. 

Dated  this  20th  day  of  January,  1853. 

(By  order  of  the  Town  Improvement  and  Markets  Committee), 

James  W.  Gregg,  Town  Clerk. 


Return  of  Income  and  Expenditure  connected  with  Markets  during 


the  years 

1850 

1851 

1852. 

Year. 

Markets. 

Income. 

Total. 

j Rent  and  other 
Expenditure 
1 for  Market 
I purposes. 

Total. 

£ 

s 

d. 

£ s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ s. 

d. 

1850 

Cattle  market 

146 

0 

0 

45 

0 

0 

„ 

Stalls  and  standings,  . 

92 

0 

0 

Vegetable,  fish,  coarse  meat,  egg, 

and  fowl  markets,  . 

64 

0 

°1 

117 

o 

o 

Shambles  or  meat  market,  . 

72 

0 

0J 

” - 

Potato  market’s  society,  and  Foyle- 

street’s, 

115 

0 

0 

118 

1 

6 

489  0 

0 

280  1 

6 

1851 

Cattle  market,  .... 

181 

0 

0 

328 

16 

2 

„ 

Stalls,  and  standings,  . 

89 

0 

0 

„ 

Vegetable,  fish,  coarse  meat,  egg, 

and  fowl  markets,  . . 

41 

0 

°1 

87 

o 

0 

Shambles  or  meat  market,  . 

61 

0 

o] 

„ 

Potato  market’s  society,  and  Foyle- 

street’s,  . 

110 

0 

0 

118 

1 

6 

482  0 

0 

533  17 

8 

1852 

Cattle  market,  .... 

170 

0 

n 

45 

0 

0 

■ .• 

Stalls  and  standings,  . 

90 

0 

0 

Vegetable,  fish,  coarse  meat,  egg, 

and  fowl  markets,  . 

44 

0 

°! 

87 

o 

Q 

Shambles  or  meat  market,  . 

35 

0 

Oj 

Potato  market’s  society,  and  Foyle- 

street’s,  ..... 

85 

0 

0 

118 

1 

0 

. 424  0 

0 

250  1 

6 

James  W.  Gregg,  Town  Clerk  of  the  Borough  of  Londonderry. 


Mr.  James  Cairns  examined. 

10561.  Do  you  reside  in  Londonderry? — Ido. 

10562.  What  appointment  do  you  hold  with  regard  to  the  markets? — I am  superinten- 
dent of  the  markets,  appointed  by  the  Corporation. 

10563.  At  a fixed  salary  ? — Yes.  . 

10564.  Do  you  account  to  the  Corporation  for  the  receipts  of  all  tho  markets  c — I keep 
the  accounts,  but  I do  not  receive  the  money. 
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10565.  Who  receives  it? — The  persons  in  charge  of  the  different  markets  hand  the 
proceeds  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Corporation. 

10566.  Do  you  exercise  any  control  over  the  markets  which  are  let?— I do  not. 

10567.  Are  the  lists  of  charges  handed  into  us  the  charges  actually  made  ? They  are. 

10568.  All  corn  must  pay,  weighed  or  not? — Yes,  if  we  can  detect  it. 

10569.  Is  there  any  extra  charge  for  weighing? — None  whatever. 

10570.  Why  then  do  persons  ever  go  out  without  weighing?— It  sometimes  happens 
that  the  farmer  may  have  weighed  the  corn  at  home,  and  the  merchant  will  take  it  at 'that 
weight. 

10571.  Have  you  sufficient  accommodation  to  weigh  all  the  produce  without  causing 
any  delay  ? — Of  course  it  takes  some  time  to  get  through  the  market,  generally  until  two 
or  three  o'clock,  and  perhaps  in  a thronged  market,  a little  beyond  that  time. 

10572.  Does  the  market  begin  at  a fixed  hour  ? — It  begins,  by  ring  of  bell,  at  ten  o’clock. 

10573.  Do  you  weigh  before  that  time  ? — We  do. 

10574.  Is  the  corn  sold  on  the  carts  ? — The  greater  part  is  in  before  ten  o’clock,  and  it 
is  laid  down  wherever  the  parties  please,  and  sold ; there  is  a part  of  the  market  unco- 
vered, which,  of  course,  in  winter  time  is  not  a very  proper  place  for  laying  down  bags, 
but  we  are  sometimes  obliged  to  make  use  of  it. 

10575.  Have  you  separate  sheds  for  corn  before  and  after  it  is  weighed,  to  prevent 
confusion  ? — W e have  not. 

10576.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  them  ? — Of  course  it  would;  it  is  intended  to 
have  them  in  the  new  corn  market. 

10577.  Do  you  give  a ticket  in  every  instance  ? — We  do. 

10578.  Do  you  keep  a copy  in  a book  ? — Yes. 

10579-  You  have  two  clerks? — Yes;  and  three  if  required,  and  sometimes  as  many  as 
ten  or  twelve  barrowmen. 

10580.  Is  the  farmer  obliged  to  pay  persons  to  take  out  the  corn,  if  he  does  not  take  it 
out  himself? — He  is. 

10581.  You  do  not  employ  persons  to  do  it? — No  ; we  have  men  to  wheel  the  corn  to 
the  scales  and  back  again ; all  the  farmers  have  to  do  is  to  employ  persons  to  take  the  loads 
off  the  carts,  and  put  them  on  again. 

10582.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  for  the  Corporation,  at  least,  to  have  licensed  porters 
of  good  character  there  ? — I wanted  to  have  that  done. 

10583.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  every  thing  included  in  the  one  charge? It 

probably  would  not  satisfy  the  public.  There  are  many  farmers  who  have  their  own 
servants  along  with  their  carts,  who  would  be  doing  nothing  while  the  porters  were  taking 
it  off  the  carts  ; besides  it  would  take  a great  number  of  hands. 

10584.  What  are  the  porters  paid  at  present? — Whatever  they  can  get. 

10585.  Are  they  employed  in  nearly  every  case? — No;  only  in  some. 

10586.  If  a farmer  did  not  choose  to  employ  them,  would  he  meet  with  any  opposition? 
— Nothing  of  the  kind. 

10587-  How  long  does  the  market  last  ? — A large  market  will  last  an  hour  and  a half. 

1 0588.  How  is  wheat  sold  ? — By  the  barrel  of  twenty  stone ; oats  and  barley  by  the  stone 
of  fourteen  pounds  ; oatmeal  by  the  hundred-weight  of  120  pounds. 

10589.  How  is  corn  weighed  ?— Down  weight  , to  the  seven  pounds,  and  no  deduction 
except  the  weight  of  the  sack. 

10590.  What  does  the  farmer  generally  lose  by  the  system  of  using  no  smaller  weight 
than  seven  pounds  ? — I think  three  and  a-lialf  pounds  every  sack.  We  give  and  take  in 
weighing  a few  lots. 

10591.  What  will  bring  the  scale  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight  ? — A very  trifling 
weight ; in  some  of  them  a quarter  of  a pound  will  do  it. 

10592.  What  height  are  they  from  the  ground  ? — I think  six  inches. 

10593.  What  do  you  deduct  for  the  empty  sack  ? — Five  pounds  for  a bag,  and  seven 
pounds  for  a sack ; we  call  the  weight  less  the  weight  of  the  bag  or  sack. 

10594.  Do  you  make  up  the  ticket  net  ? — Yes. 

10595.  Do  you  make  up  the  price  ? — No. 

10596.  If  a ticket  were  lost  could  you  give  a copy  of  it  next  day? — Certainly. 

10597.  Could  you  give  any  return  of  the  quantity  sold,  and  the  average  price  for  a month 
or  a year  ? — I could. 

10598.  Could  you  give  the  price? — I would  strike  the  average  price  of  each  day. 

10599-  Do  the  persons  employed  upon  market-days  receive  gratuities  from  the  farmers? 
— No ; they  are  prohibited.  Heretofore  it  was  the  practice ; but  now  we  are  adopting  a 
plan  to  prevent  it  by  getting  from  every  farmer,  as  he  comes  in,  his  name  and  the 
number  of  bags  he  has,  and  all  are  weighed  in  regular  order,  according  to  that  list. 
There  is  a plan  also  adopted  here  to  prevent  farmers  and  dealers  from  selling  twice,  which 
occasionally  has  been  done  when  a higher  price  was  offered.  A person  has  been  appointed 
at  each  gate,  whose  duty  it  is  to  issue  a card  to  every  person  coming  into  the  market,  on 
which  is  written  his  name  and  the  quantity  he  has;  and  that  card  the  buyex-,  when  he 
purchases  the  grain,  receives  from  him ; so  that  when  a second  purchaser  comes  to  ask  for 
the  card,  and  if  he  does  not  get  it,  he  knows,  of  course,  that  the  grain  has  been  sold  before. 

10600.  Is  there  much  corn  sold  out  of  the  market  ? — I think  not. 

10601.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  committed  in  weighing  at  private  stores? — I 
hardly  think  I have ; I do  not  remember. 

10602.  Do  you  consider  the  system  objectionable  ? — I think  it  is. 
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10603.  Do  the  merchants  generally  take  your  tickets  without -re- weighing? — Generally 
they  do ; but  sometimes  they  re-weigh  as  a check. 

10604.  Is  your  system  of  weighing  oats  and  barley  the  same  ? — Just  the  same. 

10605.  How  do  you  weigh  flax  ?— We  sometimes  weigh  it  in  the  corn  market. 

10606.  What  do  you  charge? — Twopence  a hundred-weight,  3s.  4 d.  a ton. 

10607.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing. ? — Generally  in  half  hundred-weight  draughts, 
or  two  bundles  of  a quarter  of  a hundred-weight  each,  down  weight,  to  the  pound. . 

10608.  Would  you  weigh  even  one  hundred- weight  as  a draught  ? — Certainly ; just  as 
buyer  and  seller  think  proper. 

10609.  What  is  one  hundred-weight  of  flax  here?— One  hundred  and  twenty-four 
pounds.  It  may  be  termed  120  pounds,  and  four  pounds  beamage. 

10610.  Does  the  buyer  make  any  charge  for  storage  or  porterage  ? — I think  not.  It  is 
generally  sold  in  the  streets  and  weighed  at  the  stores;  but  I weigh  any  which  comes  into 
the  market. 

10611.  Where  is  pork  weighed? — It  is  nearly  all  sold  in  the  public  streets  and  weighed 
at  the  stores.  Latterly  some  has  been  weighed  at  the  public  crane ; but  there  is  no  charge 
made  unless  it  is  weighed  there. 

Mr.  Richard  Todd  examined. 


10612.  Do  you  reside  in  Londonderry? — I do. 

10613.  What  is  your  occupation  with  regard  to  the  markets? — I am  butter  inspector, 
and  weighmaster  for  the  pork  and  butter. 

10614.  Do  you  make  any  charge  upon  pork  if  not  weighed  ?— No. 

10615.  What  is  your  charge  for  weighing? — Two  pence  a pig. 

10616.  How  is  it  weighed  ? — Down  weight,  to  the  pound,  and  it  is  bought  by  120  pounds. 
We  give  the  ticket  gross  weight,  except  at  the  desire  of  both  parties.  The  buyer  then 
converts  it  into  long  hundreds-weight,  by  taking  nineteen  pounds  oft'  every  hundred-weight ; 
eleven  for  beamage,  and  eight  to  bring  the  weight  to  the  long  hundred-weight. 

10617.  If  there  are  any  odd  pounds  does  he  deduct  them  from  the  quarter  of  twenty- 
eight  pounds  ? — No  ; from  thirty-pounds. 

10618-  You  make  out  the  ticket  in  hundreds-weight,  quarters,  and  pounds? — Yes  ; and 
the  buyer  puts  it  into  long  hundreds-weight. 

10619.  Does  the  buyer  deduct  twelve  pounds  on  a wet  day? — Yes;  and  sometimes 
even  thirteen  pounds ; but  that  is  only  when  the  day  is  very  wet,  and  the  pigs  in  bad 
condition.  I have  seen  the  same  taken  off  a pig  weighing  half  a hundred-weight. 

10620.  Does  the  buyer  make  any  charge? — Yes ; 'Id.  each  pig,  porterage,  in  addition  to 
the  2d.  paid  to  me. 

10621.  Does  the  farmer  deliver  his  own  pigs  ? — He  does. 

10622.  And  he  has  to  pay  for  doing  so  ?— I believe  that  is  the  custom. 

10623.  Suppose  he  does  not  weigh  with  you,  does  the  merchant  charge  2d.?— Yes ; just 
the  same.  . , 1 

10624.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a buyer  making  up  a ticket  fraudulently,  by  deducting  odd 
pounds  from  twenty-eight  pounds  instead  of  thirty  pounds,  in  bringing  the  weight  into 
lon«-  hundreds-weight  ? — I have  known  instances  of  persons  attempting  to  do  it,  and  the 
sellers  coming  to  me  about  it. 

10625.  Is  there  any  thing  to  prevent  buyers  from  doing  it  with  an  ignorant  seller?— I 
think  not. 

10626.  Is  there  any  other  charge  or  deduction  made  ?— Not  that  I know  of. 

' 10627.  In  the  event  of  a pig  being  measly,  or  any  thing  of  the  kind,  does  the  buyer 
deduct  what  he  chooses? — Yes  ; we  merely  note  in  the  ticket  that  it  is  measly. 

10628.  Have  you  ever  known  parties  to  state  that  a pig  was  measly,  when,  according  to 
your  judgment,  it  was  not  so  ? — I have  heard  cases  of  the  kind. 

10629.  If  a man  will  not  submit  to  the  reduction,  and  takes  his  pig  away,  can  he  easily 
sell  it  again  ? — I think  he  might. 

10630.  What  is  the  highest  reduction  made? — I never  knew  more  than  5s.  to  be 


raKen  on. 

10631.  What  proportion  of  the  pigs  coming  into  the  market  is  weighed  with  you?— 
Perhaps  a fifth  or  sixth  of- the  entire ; for  the  last  three  weeks  there  has  been  more. 

10632.  Does  all  the  butter  sold  in  firkins  go  into  your  market?— It  does. 

10633.  Is  it  all  inspected,  branded,  and  weighed  there?— It  is  inspected  and  weighed, 
but  not  all  branded.  The  merchant  is  at  liberty  to  ship  it  without  the  brand. 

10634.  After  you  have  branded  firkins  may  the  merchant  take  them  to  his  own  store? 


— ne  may. 

10635.  What  is  to  prevent  him  from  making  seconds  firsts,  by  changing  the  casks? — In 
my  experience,  of  twenty-five  years,  I never  knew  an  instance  of  the  kind  ; if  the  merchant 
does  not  intend  to  ship  upon  our  braud  he  takes  the  butter  away,  and  qualifies  and  brands 
it  himself. 

10636-  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  that  your  butter  did  not  keep  its  quality  at  the 
other  side  ?— Frequently. 

10637.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  ?—To  holding  over. 

10638.  Does  the  cooper  tare  the  firkins  in  your  market? — Yes;  he  does  not  strip  them 
in  every  instance,  unless  he  thinks  them  suspicious;  he  is  an  experienced  person,  and  he 
puts  a certain  weight  on  them,  and  if  that  is  objected  to,  he  then  strips  the  firkin,  and 
takes  the  actual  weight. 
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10639.  How  do  you  weigh  butter  ? — To  the  pound,  down  weight,  and  deduct  one  pound 
beamage  on  the  firkin,  and  then  take  off  the  tare;  the  cooper  who  makes  the  firkin  puts  a 
brand  on  it,  but  that  brand  is  very  frequently  incorrect. 

10640.  Suppose  a firkin  weighs  twelve  pounds  when  new,  what  does  the  cooper  brand 
it  ? — He  generally  brands  it  twelve  pounds,  allowing  nothing  for  soakage  ; but  I have  seen 
firkins  weighing  ten  pounds  or  nine  pounds  branded  twelve  pounds. 

10641.  Is  there  any  additional  expense  for  stripping? — No. 

10642.  What  is  your  staff? — Two  men  and  two  hoys,  as  porters. 

10643.  Do  you  make  any  extra  charge  for  branding? — No. 

10644.  Do  you  weigh  and  inspect  before  the  butter  is  sold? — Almost  always;  but  in 
some  instances  it  is  sold  first. 

10645.  What  is  the  one  pound  beamage  deducted  for  ? — Merely  to  keep  the  firkin  weight, 
if  it  should  be  held  over ; it  is  dead  in  the  scale,  and  is  never  taken  into  calculation  at  all. 

10646.  Do  the  merchants  here  generally  lose  by  the  tares  ? — Indeed  they  do ; I have  had 
claims  made  upon  myself  for  payment  for  loss  from  super-tares ; the  coopers,  to  gain  custom, 
brand  the  firkins  as  light  as  they  possibly  can. 

10647.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  firkins  branded  before  sale  by  a public 
officer,  at  a small  charge  ? — I would. 

10648.  Would  you  have  them  branded  sides,  head,  and  bottom? — Yes,  and  the  brands 
could  not  be  changed  then. 

1 0649.  Would  you  weigh  every  thing  standing  beam,  to  the  pound,  and  abolish  all  deduc- 
tions?— I would  not  consider  it  fair  to  weigh  standing  beam,  for  articles  which  are  always 
losing,  when  it  is  expected  there  must  be  something  to  meet  the  loss  which  will  take  place 
in  such  an  article  as  butter. 

10650.  Let  the  merchant  regulate  his  price  accordingly.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a 
good  plan  to  have  all  butter  coming  into  the  market  inspected  and  weighed  before  sale? 
— I think  it  would  be  a very  good-and  useful  plan  ; there  is  a large  market  here  for  open 
packages,  which  we  only  weigh,  and  which  the  merchant  himself  inspects,  and  buys  upon 
his  own  qualification. 

10651.  Do  you  make  any  deduction  for  beamage  in  butts? — Yes;  one  pound  to  the 
score. 

10652.  How  is  it  weighed? — To  the  pound,  down  weight. 

10653.  Do  you  strip  them  ? — We  frequently  do. 

10654.  Does  much  butter  come  here  fraudulently  made  up  ? — Not  much. 

10655.  How  does  Londonderry  butter  rank  at  the  other  side? — I believe  90s.  to  92s. 

10656.  Does  it  rank  as  high  as  Waterford  or  Carlow  ? — I think  not ; we  principally  export 
our  butter  to  Scotland,  where  it  ranks,  1 think,  higher  than  any  other. 

10657.  What  proportion  of  it  is  branded  first? — Not  more  than  ten  to  the  100,  or, 
perhaps,  only  five  to  the  1 00. 

10658.  What  is  the  difference  between  the  qualities? — A half-penny  between  first  and 
second  ; 1£(£  between  first  and  third ; 2 d.  between  first  and  fourth ; and  2§cZ.  between  first 
and  fifth. 

10659.  Would  you  think  it  a good  plan  to  weigh  pork  to  the  pound,  and  abolish  all 
deductions  ? — I think  it  would  be  much  better. 

1Q660.  Does  not  the  present  system  keep  up  a fictitious  price,  and  injure  the  farmer? — 
It  does  ; and  1 do  not  think  it  benefits  trade. 

10661.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country? — Most  certainly;  tons,  hundreds-weight,  quarters,  and  stones. 

10662.  Would  you  have  a sworn  inspector  in  every  market?— I would. 

10663.  Would  you  have  the  market  begin  and  close  at  a fixed  hour  ? — Certainly. 

10664.  And  have  heavy  penalties  for  frauds  practised  either  by  the  buyer  or  the  seller? 
— Surely ; there  are  frequent  frauds  in  butter,  chiefly  that  sent  in  by  dealers ; I have  seen 
a firkin  filled  with  moss  and  bog  made  up,  with  only  a layer  of  butter  over  it. 

10665..  Would  you  not  think  it  a good  plan  to  have  the  head  officer  of  the  market  the 
party  to  prosecute,  in  the  event  of  fraud  ? — Yes,  it  would  be  much  better. 

10666.  What  do  you  think  of  weighing  according  to  the  decimal  system?— It  would  be 
a simpler  plan  than  any  other. 

10667.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  obtain  proper  agricultural  statistics  from  every 
market  ? — I think  there  could  be  returns  of  the  quantity  sold,  but  I question  as  to  the 
returns  of  prices. 

10668.  It  could  be  done  if  the  whole  transaction  was  to  close  m the  pubhc  market  / — 
Certainly,  in  that  case  it  could. 

Mr.  James  Henderson  examined. 

10669.  Where  do  you  reside?: — Within  three  or  four  miles  of  this  town. 

10670.  Do  you  sell  in  this  market? — Ido. 

10671.  Do  you  consider  the  arrangements  good? — I consider  them  defective  in  many 
respects  ; I know  more,  indeed,  of  the  flax  market  than  of  any  other ; but  I know  some- 
thin^ of  all  the  markets ; and  the  remark  I would  particularly  make  is  this,  that  the  weights 
by  which  flax  is  sold  arc  so  varied,  that  no  man  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom  can  understand 
what  quantity  he  is  giving  for  a sum  of  money  in  another  place ; in  one  place  there  are 
112  pounds  to  the  hundred- weight,  in  another  120  pounds,  and  in  another  124  pounds; 
these  are  called  hundreds-weight,  although  the  last  two  are  not  recognised  as  such  by  law ; in 
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Belfast  they  sell  by  what  is  called  the  stone ; now  a stone  is  regularly  fourteen  pounds, 
hut  their  stone  is  sixteen  and  a-quarter  pounds.  A man  doing  business  in  England,  or  in 
a distant  part  of  the  country,  unless  he  has  correct  and  minute  local  information,  does  not 
know  what  he  is  getting,  nor  when  he  sees  the  prices  of  one  market,  can  he  know  how 
they  correspond  with  others. 

10672.  You  would  he  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over 
the  country  ? — I would  have  all  goods  of  every  description  weighed  by  some  known  standard 
recognised  by  law. 

10673.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  according  to  the  decimal  system? — If  it 
could  be  introduced  it  would  be  a great  advantage,  but.  at  the  same  time,  breaking  through 
the  established  rules  of  a commercial  community,  it  might  be  attended  with  great  confusion. 

10674.  If  there  is  to  he  a change  at  all,  would  it  not  be  better  to  go  to  the  fountain-head 
at  once? — Certainly,  that  is  quite  true;  and  I do  not  give  merely  my  own  opinion,  for  I 
have  spoken  to  tire  best  informed  of  the  farming  classes,  and  classes  above  them,  upon  tho 
subject,  and  every  man  agreed  that  the  decimal  mode  of  computation  ought  to  be  intro- 
duced here,  not  merely  in  weights,  but  also  in  money. 

10675.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  general,  well-regulated  markets,  where  all  produce 
should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — l would,  but  I would  except  from  it,  where  a contract  was 
made  ; but  all  goods  coming  into  the  market  ought  be  obliged  to  go  to  the  public  market, 
and  pay  toll,  and  be  sold  and  weighed  there  in  conformity  with  the  rules. 

10676.  Do  you  think  the  charge  in  such  a market  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  pay  for  the 
expenditure,  and  support  the  market,  hut  nothing  more  than  that  ? — 1 think  so.  I would 
allow  the  revenue  to  be  rather  more  than  would  be  shown  upon  a calculation  to  be  absolutely 
necessary,  in  order  to  keep  upon  the  safe  side,  but  not  largely  so. 

10677.  You  would  have  it  appropriated  to  lighten  town  taxation? — Decidedly  not ; I 
think  that  would  be  most  unfair. 

10678.  Would  you  have  the  market  commence  and  close  at  fixed  hours  ? — I would ; the 
greater  regularity  the  better. 

10679-  Would  you  have  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  to  the  pound,  standing  beam, 
and  deductions,  such  as  beamage,  abolished? — I would.  I think  that  these  things  tend 
to  nothing  but  the  concealment  of  fraud.  They  confuse  and  mystify  both  the  farmer  and 
the  buyer.  They  never  can  be  any  advantage  to  trade,  and,  rightly  considered,  arc  as 
much  a disadvantage  to  the  buyer  as  to  the  seller. 

10680.  Would  you  have  frauds  committed  by  either  party  punished  in  a summary  way? 
— Decidedly ; whenever  fraud  arises  it  ought  to  be  punished,  and  not  at  a distant  day,  but 
the  means  of  punishment  ought  to  be  upon  the  spot.  Suppose  I sell  a ton  of  flax  here,  it  is  the 
custom  to  examine  it  very  strictly  before  buying  it ; but  after  all  that  examination  has  been 
made,  it  has  happened,  and  is  happening  every  day  in  the  year,  that  when  I take  it  to  the 
buyer's  place,  if  he  sees  the  market  has  declined,  or  fancies  he  has  made  a bad  bargain, 
he  will  tell  you  your  flax  is  bad,  and  you  must  take  it  away  again.  I took  a legal  opinion 
as  to  whether  I could  recover  against  such  a man,  and  the  legal  adviser  said  1 could  not. 
There  were  three  things  which  would  give  me  a right  to  recover : if  I had  a written  agree- 
ment ; if  I had  delivered  the  flax ; or  if  I had  got  a certain  sum  upon  account. 

10681.  You  would  not  object  to  pay  for  accommodation  in  a public  mai-ket? — No;  nor 
do  I believe  there  is  a man  among  the  farmers  here  who  would  not  be  willing  to  pay  a 
reasonable  charge.  Without  sufficient  and  immediate  authority  here  to  enforce  a bargain 
made  in  the  open  market,  I think  a great  source  of  complaint  will  ever  continue  to  exist. 

1 0682.  Should  there  not  be  some  officer  in  every  market  to  decide  disputes,  as  to  whether 
an  article  is  equal  in  quality  to  the  sample,  and  in  matters  of  the  kind  ? — I think  so.  There 
is  an  inspector  here  for  grain ; but  I think  for  flax  it  would  be  useless. 

10683.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  obtain,  from  every  market,  proper  statistical  returns? 
— It  would  be  very  useful  to  Government,  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  country  generally ; 
but  that  it  would  answer  any  immediate  purpose,  either  of  the  farmer  or  buyer,  I cannot 
say. 

10684.  Do  you  consider  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  objectionable? — I consider  it 
very  objectionable ; and  I am  prepared  to  state,  on  my  oath,  if  required,  that  I know  the 
most  gross  and  systematic  frauds  to  obtain  at  present  in  the  stores  of  buyers  when  weighing. 

10685.  Buyers  of  what? — Of  flax.  There  are  houses  in  town  which  never  defrauded 
any  one ; but  I do  not  speak  of  these.  I once  sold  to  a man  here  upwards  of  two  tons  of 
flax,  and  when  he  had  weighed  it,  it  wanted  one  hundred- weight,  three  quarters,  and  some 
pounds  of  my  weight. 

10686.  What  value  was  that? — £4  7s.  6s.  I asked  him  to  weigh  it  over  again,  and  he 
did  so,  and  made  it  a few  pounds  less.  1 then  loaded  it  on  my  cart,  and  took  it  down  to  the 
butter  market,  and  had  it  weighed,  and  it  came  within  a few  pounds  of  my  own  weight  at 
home,  which  Mr.  Todd  saw.  I saw  another  thing  which  happened  at  the  same  time ; I 
observed  a man  hanging  about  the  scales,  and  when  Mr.  Todd’s  head  was  turned  away,  I 
saw  him  take  out  a half-hundred  weight,  and  put  another  half-hundred-weight  in  its  place/  I 
went  up  for  Mr.  Corbett,  who  then  had  the  market,  and  told  him  of  it.  Mr.  Corbett  came  down, 
and  when  he  looked  at  the  weight,  he  turned  round  and  said  to  the  man,  “you  scoundrel* 
that  is  the  sixty  pound  weight  for  weighing  butter.”  Last  year,  I sold  a parcel  of  flax  to  a man 
in  this  town,  and  it  came  upwards  of  a quarter  of  a hundred-weight  short  of  my  weight ; I 
made  him  weigh  it  again,  and  he  did  so,  and  made  it  just  the  same  as  before.  I said  I 
would  take  it  to  the  public  crane;  but  he  told  if  I took  it  out  of  the  house,  never  to  bring  it 
back,  for  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Then  I asked  him  to  allow  me  to  weigh  it 
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with  his  own  beam  and  scales— for  I intended  to  turn  the  other  end  of  the  beam — but  he 
would  not  let  mo  do  so.  At  last  I said,  there  is  the  flax  for  you,  and  I will  try  to  make 
you  pay  for  it,  if  I can  ; hut  then  to  prevent  me  from  getting  into  open  collision  with  him,  he 
just  paid  me  for  my  own  weight.  I think  when  a man  comes  to  sell  flax,  the  buyer  examines 
his  countenance  to  see  if  there  is  a soft  place  there ; and  if  there  is  not,  he  will  not  try 
any  thing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Edward  Toy  examined. 

10687.  Do  you  reside  in  this  town? — I do. 

10688.  Are  you  a farmer? — I am. 

10689.  Do  you  generally  agree  in  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Henderson? — Yes,  with 
every  word. 

10690.  You  would  not  object  to  be  obliged  to  pay  a small  charge  for  a public  market? 
— Certainly  not. 

10691.  Would  you  he  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  ? — I would ; 
and  abolishing  all  deductions  of  every  description. 

10692.  Do  you  think  it  would  he  well  to  have  an  inspector  in  every  market,  who  should 
arbitrate  between  buyers  and  sellers  in  case  of  a dispute  ? — Decidedly. 

10693.  Would  you  have  the  market  commence  and  close  at  a certain  hour  ? — I would. 

10694.  Would  you  have  the  fairs  removed,  in  every  instance,  out  of  the  streets  into 
properly  enclosed  fair-greens  ? — Certainly ; the  present  system  is  dangerous  to  life  and 
property,  particularly  the  horse-fair. 

10695.  Would  you  pay  a small  charge  on  entering  for  a good  standing  in  a fair-green  ? — 
Willingly : and  1 am  very  certain  the  farmers,  generally,  would  willingly  pay  for  good 
accommodation  in  fairs  or  markets. 

10696.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country? — Decidedly;  weigh  by  the  hundred-weight  of  112  pounds,  or  whatever  was 
decided  upon  as  the  best  system. 

Mr.  William  Foster  examined. 

10697.  "Where  do  you  reside  ? — Two  miles  from  Londonderry. 

10698.  Are  you  a farmer? — I am. 

10699.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a public  market,  such  as  has  been  described  ? — Decidedly. 

10700.  You  would  not  object,  if  the  charge  were  reasonable,  to  be  obliged  to  make  use 
of  it? — Certainly  not. 

10701.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures? — Decidedly; 
and  the  abolishing  of  all  deductions,  which  are  very  injurious  to  farmers,  and  frequently 
prevent  strangers  from  coming  to  the  market. 

10702.  Would  you  have  the  market  commence  and  close  at  a fixed  hour? — I would. 

10703.  Would  you  have  fairs,  in  all  cases,  removed  out  of  the  streets  into  properly 
enclosed  fair-greens  ? — I would. 

10704.  As  a farmer,  would  you  not  object  to  pay  a small  charge  ? — No  ; and  I know  the 
opinion  of  many  farmers,  and  I do  not  believe  they  would  object. 

Mr.  William  Warnock. — I wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact,  that  there  are  a number  of 
paupers  who  attend  the  market  here,  and  purchase  flax,  and  if  they  can  effect  a re-sale  of 
it  to  some  merchant  at  a profit,  they  will  take  it  off  the  farmer’s  hands  ; but  if  they  cannot, 
they  leave  it  to  the  farmer,  who  has  no  redress  but  to  take  it  home  again.  They  invariably 
make  the  excuse  that  it  is  not  equal  to  sample,  and  the  loss  to  the  farmers  is  very  serious 
frequently,  as  they  lose  the  market  that  day.  I am  clerk  to  the  Mayor,  and  these  things 
frequently  come  under  my  knowledge.  Under  the  5th  & 6th  William  IV.,  which  regulates 
the  sale  of  flax,  the  penalty  is  very  small,  10s. 

Mr.  Robert  Alexander. — I beg  to  state,  that  I agree  in  all  the  answers  given  by  my  brother 
farmers;  and  I think,  in  the  appointment  of  an  inspector  over  the  different  markets, 
he  should  be  independent  of  either  the  mercantile  or  farming  classes. 

10705.  You  think  a well  regulated  public  market  would  be  a general  advantage  ? — Ido. 

107 06.  Would  it  not  be  the  fairest  for  both  parties  ? — No  question  of  it. 

10707.  And  would  create  competition? — No  doubt  about  it. 

Mr.  Patrick  Bradley  examined. 

10708.  Do  you  reside  here? — I do. 

10709.  Are  you  a flax  buyer? — I am. 

10710.  Would  you  he  in  favour  of  an  uniform  system  of  weighing,  and  paying  for  every 
pound  of  the  farmers’  produce? — I would;  and  I would  much  approve  of  the  decimal 
system,  because  it  is  far  easier  to  calculate.  I prefer  120  pounds  to  112  pounds,  simply 
because  it  is  a decimal ; but  I think  every  hundred-weight  ought  to  he  100  pounds.  As  to 
paying  for  every  pound,  I think  the  farmer  at  present  is  paid  for  every  pound  of  flax. 

10711.  Are  there  not  four  pounds  deducted  for  beamage? — No ; the  farmer  makes  his 
bargain  for  124  pounds.  I believe  the  way  the  four  pounds  came  into  operation  was 
simply  this : the  stone  of  flax  in  Armagh  and  Down  was  sixteen  pounds,  and  to  give  down 
draught  the  farmer  put  in  a quarter  of  a pound,  which  made  the  hundred-weight  at  Belfast 
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114  pounds;  the  original  hundred-weight  was  120  pounds,  and  the  farmers  found  that  it 
took  124  pounds  to  make  down  draught,  so  they  agreed  to  give  four  pounds  to  the  hundred- 
weight. I would  like  a public  market  for  flax ; but  I would  wish  to  have  it  optional  with 
the  farmer  whether  he  would  have  his  flax  weighed  in  the  public  crane,  or  take  it  at  once 
to  the  merchant’s  stores ; and  for  this  reason,  flax  is  very  much  injured  by  being  often 
weighed ; and  the  mei'chants,  if  it  were  weighed  at  the  public  crane,  might  require  to  have 
it  weighed  over  again,  to  see  that  there  was  no  mistake. 

708.  George  Foster,  esq.,  examined. 

.Foster,  esq.  jq712.  Are  you  the  Mayor  of  Londonderry? — I am. 

10713.  Do  you  generally  concur  in  the  opinions  we  have  heard? — I do. 

10714.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a well  regulated  public  market? — Most  certainly. 

10715.  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  both  to  the  farmer  and  to  the  honest  trader? — 
I think  so. 

10716.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — Certainly. 

10717.  And  abolishing  all  deductions  ? — Yes ; I think  that  would  be  attended  with  the 
greatest  advantage,  and  would  remove  the  cause  of  many  disputes. 

10718.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  well  to  empower  some  person  in  authority,  such  as 
the  mayor,  to  adjudicate  summarily  in  cases  of  fraud  upon  the  part  of  buyer  or  seller? — 
I think  so. 

10719.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  fairs  held  in  enclosed  fair-greens,  and  have 
a small  charge  made  upon  cattle  when  entering  ?— Decidedly  so. 

10720.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  the  persons  at  the  head  of  all  the  markets  required 
to  keep  the  proper  statistics  of  every  thing  sold  there,  and  the  average  price  ? — Most 
certainly. 
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Mr.  Janies  Greer  examined. 

1072L  Do  you  reside  in  Omagh? — I do. 

10722.  Are  you  agent  for  Mr.  Spiller? — I am. 

10723.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  arc  the  markets  held  in  this  town? — A patent 
of  the  6tli  of  Charles  I.,  granting  to  James  Mervyn  the  right  of  holding  a weekly  market  in 
Omagh  on  every  Wednesday,  and  four  fairs. 

10724.  Who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  market  ? — Colonel  Archdall,  a representative  of  the 
original  patentee. 

10725.  When  is  the  market  held  now  ? — On  every  Saturday. 

10726.  Was  there  any  patent  granted  for  the  change  ? — I am  not  aware. 

10727.  How  many  fairs  are  there  ? — Twelve  in  the  year — one  upon  the  first  Tuesday  of 
every  month. 

10728.  Were  they  established  under  any  patent? — I am  nor  aware. 

10729.  Has  the  proprietor  the  markets  in  liis  own  hands  at  present? — No;  they  were 
leased  by  his  predecessor,  upon  the  23rd  December,  1833,  to  George  Bradley,  of  Omagh, 
granting  him  the  right  of  keeping  a public  crane,  and  holding  fairs,  for  thirty-one  years 
and  one  life,  with  all  the  rights  attached,  subject  to  £22  a-year  rent,  reserved. 

10730.  Does  he  now  hold  them? — No;  by  a deed,  dated  September,  1852,  George 
William  Bradley,  the  heir-at-law  of  George  Bradley,  assigned  the  interest  to  Air.  George 
Thomas  Spiller. 

10731.  Did  Bradley  erect  markets  in  the  town? — He  rented  the  market-place  from 
Mr.  Spiller,  and  appointed  a weighmaster,  and  from  him  Mr.  Spiller  received  the  rent  of 
the  ground  ; and  Bradley  got  the  rent  for  the  right  of  weighing. 

10732.  Is  there  a weighmaster  now  ? — No,  he  died  about  three  weeks  ago,  and  there  has 
been  no  man  appointed  yet.  John  M'Clellan  has  been  appointed  during  the  will  and 
pleasure  of  Mr.  Spiller,  but  that  is  not  a permanent  appointment. 

10733.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  markets? — No,  not  at  present. 

1 0734.  Or  at  the  fairs  ? — No. 

10735.  Were  they  ever  paid? — They  were,  until  about  sixteen  or  eighteen  years  ago, 
when  they  were  abandoned,  in  consequence  of  a kind  of  passive  resistance. 

10736.  Are  there  enclosed  market  places  in  the  town? — There  are. 

10737.  What  are  they? — Originally  Mr.  Spiller’s  father  built  a market-place,  in  which 
Mr.  Bradley  had  his  crane,  and  it  is  now  used  as  a general  market,  chiefly  for  oats,  meal, 
and  potatoes ; next  there  is  Mr.  Hamilton’s  market,  principally  for  the  sale  of  grain ; tim'd 
there  is  Mr.  Auchinleck’s,  and  fourth  Mr.  Donnelly’s. 

10738.  When  was  Mr.  Spiller’s  market  erected  ? — In  1827. 

10739.  When  were  the  others  erected  ? — Mr.  Bradley  died  about  1838,  and  his  son,  being 
a minor  could  make  no  legal  appointment  as  weighmaster.  Mr.  Auchinleclc  then  erected 
his  market  about  twelve  years  ago.  Mr.  Auchinleck  got  Mr.  Taylor,  son-in-law  of 
Mr.  Young,  who  was  the  only  weighmaster  at  the  time,  to  remove  to  his  market,  and  Young 
would  not  take  proceedings  against  his  son-in-law  to  assert  his  rights ; besides  that,  there 
was  the  further  difficulty  regarding  the  minority  of  Bradley.  Shortly  after  that  Donnelly 
erected  his  market,  and  the  Hamiltons  erected  theirs,  each  taking  advantage  of  the  mino- 
rity. That  was  three  or  four  years  ago.  Bradley  was  not  of  age  until  two  or  three  years 
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ago,  and  lie  took  proceedings  against  these  parties,  but  the  barrister  did  not  entertain  the 
case.  When  Mr.  Spiller  found  that  Bradley  had  a difficulty  in  asserting  his  rights,  he  pur- 
chased up  all  the  rights  in  September  last.  The  case  in  the  Civil  Bill  Court,  I should  say, 
only  ended  on  some  technical  objection. 

10740.  What  accommodation  has  Mr.  Spiller  at  present  ? — Ho  only  became  the  proprietor 
of  the  market  in  September,  and  he  is  about  to  erect  all  suitable  accommodation. 

10741.  Do  his  rights  cease  at  the  termination  of  Mr.  Bradley’s  lease? — They  do. 

10742.  Is  there  a fair-green  ? — Yes ; a common,  close  by  the  town,  but  it  is  not  enclosed. 

10743.  Is  it  sufficiently  large  to  contain  all  the  cattle? — I think  if  there  were  proper 
arrangements  it  would  be  so. 

107 44.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  of  the  town  sold  in  the  market  ? — Every  thing  goes 
into  some  one  of  the  four. 

10745.  Are  there  no  articles  sold  about  the  streets,  and  weighed  at  the  private  stores? 
— Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

10746.  Are  there  four  weighmastors  ? — Yes ; one  of  them  appointed  by  each  proprietor. 

10747-  Are  any  of  them  sworn  ? — M‘Clelland  has  taken  the  oath. 

10748.  Is  Mr.  Spiller’s  market  capable  of  accommodating  all  the  produce  of  the  town? 
— No ; I think  not.  At  the  time  the  first  market  was  opened,  I think  one  market-place 
would  have  been  sufficient,  but  there  has  been  gradually  a vast  increase  in  the  quantity 
of  produce  coming  into  the  town. 

10749-  Did  Mr.  Young  continue  to  be  weighmaster  up  to  the  time  of  his  death? — He 
did. 

1 0750.  Was  lie  appointed  by  Mr.  Bradley  ? — He  had  held  the  appointment  for  forty  years 
under  Mr.  Archdall,  and  then  under  Mr.  Bradley’s  lease. 

10751.  Are  the  same  charges  made  in  all  the  markets  of  the  town  for  weighing? — I 
believe  so. 

10752.  Is  it  considered  inconvenient  to  have  the  markets  so  detached  and  separated? — 
Yes ; I think  it  prevents  merchants  and  sellers  from  having  the  benefit  of  competition. 

10753.  Is  the  weighing  fairly  conducted  in  all  the  markets? — I understand  there  is 
imposition  in  weighing  produce  at  some  of  the  markets,  of  which  the  farmers  cdmplain. 

10754.  Are  the  parties  supposed  to  lean  to  the  buyers  or  to  the  sellers  ? — To  the  buyers, 
generally. 

10755.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  one  general  public  market,  with  proper  accom- 
modation, where  all  agricultural  produce  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I think  it  would 
be  equally  convenient  to  have  each  description  of  produce  in  a separate  market,  provided 
they  were  close  together.  No  portions  of  this  town  are  so  remote  from  each  other  as  to 
cause  any  inconvenience. 

10756.  What  objection  would  there  be  to  having  all  the  markets  together? — No  objec- 
tion, provided  the  place  were  sufficiently  large. 

10757  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the 
whole  country? — Certainly;  I think  there  is  considerable  inconvenience  in  the  present 
system. 

10758.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  fairs  removed  from  the  streets  into  enclosed 
fair-greens  ? — It  would  be  very  convenient,  but  there  is  no  inconvenience  felt  by  the  public 
here  at  present. 

Mr.  John  M‘  Clelland  examined. 

10759.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  weighmaster,  appointed  by  Mr.  Spiller. 

10760.  When  were  you  appointed  ? — Upon  the  first  October,  1852. 

107 61.  Were  you  sworn? — I was. 

10762.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  wliich  is  sold  in  your  market  weighed  in  your 
scales? — I think  so. 

10763.  Have  you  charges  for  selling  in  the  market  ? — Yes. 

10764.  What  are  your  charges? — One  penny  for  a large  sack  of  grain,  andH<A  for  two  bags. 

10765.  Have  you  a painted  board  posted  up  in  the  market,  showing  what  you  charge? 
— There  was  one  of  the  kind,  but  not  now. 

10766.  What  did  it  state  ? — It  stated  that  persons  leaving  sacks  from  Saturday  night 
to  that  night  week,  were  liable  to  pay  Id,  and  that  we  would  not  be  accountable  unless 
they  left  them  in  proper  time. 

10767.  But  had  you  no  schedule  of  tolls? — No. 

10768.  What  else  do  you  charge  ? — One  penny  a hundred-weight  for  meal,  Id.  a draught 
for  potatoes. 

10769.  Any  thing  else  ?— There  is  nothing  else  weighed. 

10770.  What  proportion  of  the  produce  sold  in  the  town  is  sold  at  your  market  ? — I think 
scarcely  one-fourth  of  the  oats,  but  the  meal  and  potatoes  are  all  sold  there. 

10771.  Do  you  weigh  down  weight  ? — We  let  the  scale  strike  the  ground  twice. 

10772.  Do  vou  weigh  to  the  pound  ? — No  ; to  seven  pounds. 

10773.  What  do  you  deduct  for  the  empty  bag?— From  five  pounds  to  seven  pounds. 

10774.  Any  other  deduction  ? — None. 

10775.  What  would  bring  your  scale  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight? — It  would 
not  take  half  a pound. 

10776.  Did  you  ever  try  it? — It  is  very  easily  turned,  but  I do  not  know  exactly  what 
would  turn  it.  , 

10777.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  meal? — More  exact  weight  than  oats,  to  the 
pound,  and  deduct  according  to  the  weight  of  the  bag,  from  four  pounds  to  seven  pounds. 
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m 

Mr.  James  Greer. ' 
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10778.  Do  you  ever  weigh  the  empty  bags? — Sometimes. 

10779.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  do  so  always? — 1 would  rather  do  so. 

10780.  How  do  you  weigh  potatoes?— By  the  stone,  down  weight,  to  the  seven  pounds, 
and  generally  deduct  seven  pounds  for  the  empty  bag. 

10781.  How  many  beams  and  scales  have  you  ? — Indeed  I am  not  perfectly  sure,  I sup- 
pose five  or  six ; we  have  two  large  ones. 

10782.  Have  you  a weigh-bridge  ? — No. 

10783.  What  are  the  small  scales  for? — For  retailers  of  meal,  who  pay  3d.  each  for 
standings  in  the  market-house,  and  the  use  of  these  beams  and  scales. 

10784.  Do  you  give  a ticket  to  every  person  weighing  with  you? — We  do. 

10785.  Do  you  keep  a copy  of  it  ? — if  any  one  wished  it  we  would  keep  a copy. 

10786.  Have  you  a book  ? — Yes. 

10787.  Is  there  an  entry  of  the  ticket  in  it? — No. 

10788.  Suppose  a man  lost  his  ticket,  could  you  give  him  a duplicate  of  it  next  day? — 
We  could  not. 

10789.  If  you  were  applied  to  to  tell  the  quantity  of  produce  that  passed  through  your 
scales  for  a month,  could  you  do  so  ? — I could,  if  I were  asked  in  proper  time,  but  I could 
not  do  it  just  now. 

10790.  If  a person  did  not  require  a ticket,  how  would  you  make  the  weight  ? — If  a person 
did  not  sell  his  grain,  we  would  store  it  for  him,  and  mark  the  weight  and  his  name  upon 
the  sack. 

10791.  Couldyou  give  any  idea  of  the  quantity  of  corn  sold  in  your  market  upon  a market- 
day  ? — I could  not. 

10792.  Do  you  receive  a fixed  salary  ? — No  ; I keep  all  I get,  and  pay  a rent  for  the 
place. 

10793.  Could  you  give  any  idea  how  much  you  receive  ? — I could  not. 

10794.  Can  you  weigh  all  sold  in  your  market  without  delay  ? — Certainly. 

10795.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  complaints? — Very  seldom. 

10796.  Do  persons  ever  come  to  you  to  check  the  weights  of  the  other  places? — They  do. 

10797.  Did  you  find  any  difference  in  the  weights? — I can  scarcely  say  1 did. 

10798.  Does  the  market  begin  at  a fixed  hour  ? — Mostly,  at  ten  o’clock. 

10799.  But  do  persons  buy  as  soon  as  they  come  in  ? — They  do. 

Mr.  John  Donnelly  examined. 

10800.  Do  you  reside  in  Omagh? — I do. 

10801.  What  is  your  occupation? — I hold  two  markets  in  town,  one  of  which  has  not 
been  mentioned,  that  is  a market  in  Brook-street,  established  about  thirty  years  since  ; one 
of  the  first  after  the  original  market  was  established.  I hold  it  under  a lease  from  Mr. 
Charles  Stack,  who  owns  it;  and  the  place  is  rented  from  me  by  another  man,  who  acts  as 
weighmastcr  there.  Originally  there  was  but  one  market-place,  until  the  market  increased 
so  much  that  there  was  not  sufficient  accommodation. 

10802.  Are  the  markets  established  under  any  authority?— I do  not  know,  but  Mr. 
Campbell,  who  established  the  market  in  Brook-street,  had  a law-suit  in  Dublin  with  the 
lord  of  the  manor,  and  Mr.  Campbell  still  held  the  market. 

10803.  How  did  you  succeed  to  it? — I took  it  under  a lease  from  Mrs.  Stack. 

10804.  Is  it  enclosed  ? — No  ; there  are  sheds  there.  The  street  runs  through  the  middle 
of  it. 

10805.  What  did  Mrs.  Stack  lease  ? — The  sheds  upon  each  side,  with  the  crane  in  the 
centre.  1 have  set  it  to  a man  named  Mooney,  who  pays  me  rent. 

10806.  Does  he  charge  cranage  fees? — He  does. 

10807.  When  did  you  establish  your  own  market? — About  ten  years  since.  The  flax 
market  was  formerly  held  in  the  streets  of  Omagh,  and  flax  weighed  in  small  triangles  there, 
and  the  flax  buyers  and  the  public  were  greatly  inconvenienced.  Applications  were  made 
to  me  by  the  flax  buyers  attending  the  market,  stating  that  they  could  not  get  accommoda- 
tion, that  they  were  obliged  to  stand  in  the  wet  with  their  flax,  and  that  it'  I established  a 
market  they  would  buy  "there.  I understood  there  was  also  an  application  made  to  the 
executors  of  Mr.  Bradley.  At  their  request,  I then  established  the  market. 

10808.  Do  you  also  weigh  corn  ?— Yes;  I established  the  weighing  of  corn  there  some 
years  after,  because  the  accommodation  in  the  other  three  markets  was  not  sufficient.  I 
think  the  whole  five  markets  at  this  day  are  not  sufficient  to  weigh  all  the  oats. 

10809.  Have  you  a weighmastcr? — i have. 

10810.  Do  you  buy  corn  yourself  at  that  market  ? — I do. 

10811.  Do  you  then  make  any  charge? — Yes  ; I charge  for  the  accommodation,  and  for 
the  use  of  the  barrowmen. 

10812.  If  you  bought  and  weighed  at  your  own  stores,  would  you  make  any  charge? — 
I would  not.  . . . n . 

1081,3.  Does  the  weighmastcr  account  to  you  for  his  receipts? — lie  does.  I give  nun 
certain  wages.  .„ 

10814.  What  charges  do  you  make  ?— Oats  Id.  a sack ; flax,  over  four  stone,  Id. ; and  it 
parties  do  not  sell  their  flax,  they  can  store  it  until  that  day  week,  without  any  charge. 
There  is  a printed  notice  at  the  gate,  stating  that  the  charges  are  not  made  for  weighing, 
but  for  the  accommodation,  the  use  of  the  yard,  storage,  and  barrowmen. 

10815.  Is  it  optional  to  make  use  of  your  market? — Certainly. 
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10816.  Is  your  system  of  weighing  corn  the  same  as  that  mentioned  by  the  former  wit- 
ness?— Just  the  same  ; down  weight  to  the  seven  pounds,  touching  the  ground  twice. 

10817.  Are  odd  pounds  paid  for  ? — No.  . 

10818.  What  would  bring  your  scale  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight  with  a heavy 
draught  ? — I think,  with  a large  draught,  it  would  take  two  pounds. 

10819.  Do  you  often  adjust  the  beams? — The  man  has  instructions  to  examine  the 
beams  during  the  year ; and  so  far  as  lie  can  judge,  they  are  correct. 

10820.  How  many  beams  and  scales  have  you  ? — The  flax  market  requires  a large  number 
of  beams  and  scales — sometimes  four,  sometimes  five ; and  for  grain,  one,  or  sometimes 
two,  in  a large  market. 

10821.  Did  you  make  any  application  to  the  proprietor  for  leave  to  establish  a market  ? — 
No;  but  the  lord  of  the  manor  did  not  disapprove  of  it.  The  first  time  Mr.  Bradley  took 
proceedings  here  against  a person  about  the  market,  Mr.  Nicholas  Arclidall,  son  of  the  lord 
of  the  soil,  thought,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  accommodation,  it  would  be  an  injustice 
to  the  parties  who  had  laid  out  their  money,  and  he  would  not  sanction  the  proceeding.; 
but  recommended  Mr.  Bradley  to  come  to  some  arrangement. 

10822.  Is  it  not  inconvenient  to  the  town  to  have  the  markets  so  scattered  ? — I do  not 
think  it  is  found  so. 

10823.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  flax? — By  the  stone.  Every  stone  of  flax  is 
sixteen  pounds ; and  there  is  a deduction  of  half  a pound  to  each  stone. 

10824.  Is  it  made  up  in  small  bundles  ? — No ; we  weigh  from  four  to  six  stone  in  each 
draught. 

10825.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound  ? — Yes,  and  the  scale  must  touch  the  ground. 

10S26.  Might  a person  lose  one  pound  on  each  draught  from  standing  beam? — No; 
perhaps,  on  the  average,  half  a pound.  Besides  there  are  sometimes  bands  of  rushes  put 
round  the  flax. 

10827.  Is  not  that  custom  done  away  with  now? — In  hand-scutclied  flax  there  are  some 
of  them  still ; but  generally  they  are  done  away  with.  I would  say,  myself,  it  would  be  an 
advantage  to  have  flax  weighed  net. 

10828.  Why  do  you  not  weigh  more  than  six  stone  in  a draught? — At  the  time  the  flax 
buyers  established  "the  market  that  was  the  rule,  and  that  rule  is  still  carried  out. 

10829.  Do  the  farmers  object  to  it  ? — They  do. 

10 •'30.  Does  the  buyer  make  any  charge? — Nothing  at  all. 

10S31.  Or  in  corn  ? — No. 

10832.  W ould  you  be  in  favour  of  having  one  general  market  ? — If  there  were  one  general 
market.  I do  not  see  what  harm  it  could  do. 

10833.  Do  you  think  the  market  arrangements  at  present  are  very  good,  and  require  no 
alteration  ? — I think  they  require  some  alteration ; but  I think,  to  have  all  the  different 
kinds  of  produce  put  into  different  markets  would  do  just  as  well. 

10S34.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
countrv  ? — I 'would ; tons,  hundreds-weight,  stones,  and  pounds. 

10835.  Did  you  ever  consider  the  decimal  system? — Yes;  I think  it  would  be  an 
improvement. 

10836.  If  any  alteration  is  to  be  made,  is  it  not  better  to  go  to  the  best  system  at  once? 
— Certainly. 

10837.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  markets  commence  and  close  at  stated 
hours  ? I think  they  should  commence  at  stated  hours,  but  I do  not  think  they  should 


close. 

10838.  Would  you  have  an  officer  at  the  head  of  each  market  to  arbitrate  in  cases  of 
dispute  between  buyer  and  seller?— I think,  in  each  town  there  should  be  an  inspector, 
who  would  be  free  from  any  connexion  with  buyer  or  seller,  and  who  might  act  as  arbitrator 
in  such  cases.  There  is  some  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  power  of  the  magistrates. 

10-39.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  to  the  pound, 
and  all  deductions  abolished  ?— Certainly ; 1 think,  for  every  pound-weight  of  produce  the 
farmer  lias  to  sell  he  should  be  paid.  A stranger  coming  in  here  from  Belfast,  perhaps, 
calculates  upon  getting  sixteen  and  a-quarter  pounds  to  the  stone  of  flax,  while  a man 
from  Derry  knows  ho  will  get  sixteen  and  a-lialf  pounds,  and  lie  has,  therefore,  an  advantage. 

10840.  Is  not  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  stores  objectionable  ? — 1 do  not  see  how 
you  can  interfere  with  men  who  have  mills. 

10841.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  weighing  at  private  stores? — No,  I 
never  heard  of  any. 

10842.  Have  you  any  private  weighing  here  ? — Not  in  corn. 

10843.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  frauds  in  any  of  the  markets  ?— Yes,  very  frequently.  I 
think  there  is  a system  practised  there  by  some  parties  bringing  in  oats,  who,  if  they  have 
three  heavy  bags  out  of  six,  will  weigh  these  three  bags  twice,  and  on  taking  them  to  the 
store  pass  off  the  ticket  as  if  the  whole  were  the  same  weight.  I have  also  heard  of  cases 
where  parties  change  the  tickets. 

10844.  Do  you  know  of  any  frauds  practised  by  the  buyers'?— I do  not  see  how  they  can 
practise  them.  . . 

10845.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  complaints  of  the  weighing  in  the  markets  c — Never ; the 
opposition  is  such  that  it  makes  them  all  act  fairly.  If  the  weighmaster  in  one  place  showed 
a disposition  to  assist  the  buyer,  the  country  people  would  not  go  there. 

10846.  Should  there  not  be  penalties  in  any  general  market  act  for  frauds  practised  by 
either  party  ?— I think  there  should,  and  very  stringent  penalties. 
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10847.  Do  you  ever  buy  corn,  yourself,  in  the  other  markets  ? — If  I cannot  get  sufficient 
in  my  own  place,  I buy  wherever  I can  get  it. 

1 0S48.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  fairs  removed  out  of  the  streets  into  proper 
enclosed  fair-greens'? — Yes;  it  is  a great  inconvenience  holding  them  in  the  streets.  The 
cattle  fair  is  held  in  the  great  thoroughfare  to  the  railway,  and  I do  not  see  how  passengers 
are  to  get  there  if  it  continues  so.  The  horse  and  pig  fairs  are  also  held  in  the  open 
streets,  which  is  a great  inconvenience. 

10849.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  would  object  to  pay  for  a standing? — I do  not  think 
they  would,  if  the  place  were  commodious  and  the  charge  moderate. 

1 0850.  Is. the  system  of  weighing  at  the  other  markets  in  the  town  the  same  as  yours  ?— 
Just  the  same. 

Mr.  Thomas  Mooney  examined. 

10851.  Do  you  reside  in  Omagh?— I do. 

10852.  What  is  your  occupation  with  regard  to  the  markets? — I weigh  oats  at  the 
Brook-street  market. 

10853.  How  much  is  usually  sold  there? — From  100  to  200  bags  on  Saturdays. 

10»54.  Have  you  porters  there? — I have  men  weighing,  and  barrow  men. 

10855.  Are  the  charges  the  same  as  at  Mr.  Donnelly’s  market? — We  charge  \d.  a 
draught ; and  we  will  weigh  two  bags  together  if  under  thirty-nine  stone,  and  if  above  that 
we  separate  them. 

1 0856.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  seven  pounds  ? — Yes ; and  the  scale  must  touch  the  ground 
twice. 

10857.  Do  you  give  a ticket? — Yes. 

1085S.  And  keep  a book? — Yes. 

10859-  How  long  have  you  been  there? — Since  the  15th  of  October.  I took  the  market 
from  Mr.  Donnelly. 

10860.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  storage? — No. 

10861.  What  do  you  put  iu  the  ticket? — The  weight,  and  the  seller’s  name.  The 
weight  of  the  sack  lies  in  the  scale,  and  is  not  brought  into  the  ticket  at  all. 

Mr.  Robert  Taylor  examined. 

10862.  Do  you  reside  in  Omagh  ? — I do. 

10863.  Are  you  a weighmaster? — Yes,  in  Mr.  Auchinleclc’s  market. 

10864.  What  is  sold  there  ?— Butter  and  corn.  Potatoes  are  sold  there,  but  very 
seldom. 

10865.  Are  your  charges  for  weighing  corn  the  same  as  at  the  other  places? — We  do 
not  charge  for  weighing,  only  for  the  accommodation  of  sheds. 

10866-  Do  you  give  a ticket  ? — Yes. 

10867-  When  was  that  market  established  ? — T think  in  1842. 

10868.  What  are  your  charges? — Three  halfpence  for  two  bags  of  com,  and  l£cZ.  for  a 
sack. 

10869.  Then  you  are  higher  than  the  others  ? — Yes,  a shade  higher. 

10870.  What  quantity  of  corn  is  sold  there  ? — I suppose  about  100  sacks  a-week,  all  the 
year  round. 

10871.  Is  your  system  of  weighing  the  same  as  in  the  other  markets  ? — Just  the  same. 

10872.  Must  the  scale  touch  the  ground  twice? — Three  times  is  our  rule,  but  we  give 
and  take. 

10873.  Have  you  heard  many  complaints  of  the  system  of  weighing  ? — Not  many  com- 
plaints, but  it  is  not  easy  to. please  every  one. 

10874.  What  do  you  charge  for  butter  ? — Two  pence  halfpenny  a firkin  ; we  store  it  and 
weigh  it,  and  every  buyer  inspects  his  own. 

10875.  How  do  you  weigh  it? — Down  weight. (it  must  strike  three  times),  to  the  pound, 
and  take  off  five  pounds  upon  every  firkin  for  what  they  call  nettage. 

10876.  Do  you  deduct  the  weight  of  the  firkin  ? — We  take  off  whatever  is  branded  upon 
it,  but  if  the  cooper  thinks  it  too  heavy  we  deduct  more,  according  to  what  he  thinks  is 
right,  or  we  will  turn  it  out  and  weigh  it. 

10877.  Do  you  find  the  firkins  unfairly  tared  ? — We  do,  often. 

10878.  Are  odd  pounds  paid  for? — If  there  are  seventy-one  pounds,  only  seventy  are 
paid  for ; if  there  seventy-two,  seventy-one  are  paid  for;  and  if  there  are  seventy-four, 
seventy-two  are  paid  for. 

10879.  What  deduction  is  made  from  crock  butter? — One  pound  to  the  score  on  crock 
and  lump  butter. 

10880.  What  do  you  charge  for  lump  butter? — Two  pence  for  a basket  weighing, 
perhaps,  fifty  or  sixty  pounds,  we  charge  1 d.  for  ten  pounds. 

10881.  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — No  ; we  had  a book  until  last  November. 

Mr.  William  Elliott  examined. 

10882.  Do  you  reside  in  Omagh? — I do. 

10883.  Are  you  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — I am. 

10884.  Have  you  any  control  over  the  markets  of  the  town? — Not  any. 

10885.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  markets  being  scattered  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  town? 
—We  consider  it  very  detrimental  to  the  trade  of  the  town,  and  inconvenient  to  buyers 
and  sellers. 
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10886.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market,  where  all  agricultural  produce 
should  be  sold  and  weighed '? — I believe  it  would  be  difficult  to  obtain  a site  in  this  town 
but  I would  be  in  favour  of  it. 

10887.  Would  you  have  the  market  commence  at  a stated  hour?— Yes;  I believe  that 
is  the  opinion  of  all  the  Town  Commissioners. 

10888.  A\  ould  you  bo  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — Quite  in  favour  of  it. 

10889.  W ould  you  approve  of  weighing  according  to  the  decimal  system  ?— Yes,  I would 
prefer  it. 

lO^QO.  Would  you  have  the  charge  in  such  a market  nothing  more  than  would  pay  for 
the  expenditure  and  support  the  market  ?— Precisely ; the  public  should  have  the  full 
benefit  of  it. 

10801.  Would  you  have  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  standing  beam,  to  the  pound, 
and  abolish  all  deductions  ? — Yes,  1 would  very  much  desire  it. 

10892.  W ould  it  not  be  desirable  to  oblige  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  markets  to  keep 
on  record  proper  statistics  of  them  ? — Very  desirable.  * 

10893.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  fairs  removed  out  of.  the  streets  into 
proper  enclosed  fair-greens  ? — Quite  in  favour  of  it ; the  present  system  is  a great 
grievance  in  this  town.  I may  mention  that  our  respectable  farmers  in  selling  butter  are 
very  much  aggrieved  by  the  manner  in  which  lump  butter  is  weighed  in  the  private  scales  ; 
and  I believe  they  would  all  prefer  the  public  crane,  where  everything  should  be  weighed, 
whether  in  large  quantities  or  small. 

10894.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  butter  both  inspected  and  weighed  before  sale  ? — 
I think  it  would  be  a very  good  system  to  have  public  inspection. 

10895-  Is  the  system  of  weighing  in  the  markets  here  generally  found  to  give  satis- 
faction?— I am  not  aware  that  the  Town  Commissioners  have  any  complaint  to  make  of 
the  large  public  cranes,  but  there  are  private  stores  in  which  grievances  exist  regarding 
the  weighing  of  butter,  and  of  which  there  arc  frequent  complaints  made.  There  are 
also  complaints  made  of  the  manner  of  weighing  flax  in  small  quantities,  not  more  than  four 
stone. 

10896.  Do  they  charge  the  weighmasters  in  the  public  markets  here  with  any  tiling 
unfair  ? — I have  not  heard  any  thing  of  the  kind. 


Mr.. Mathew  Anderson  examined. 

10S97.  Where  do  reside  ? — About  five  miles  from  Omagh. 

10898.  Are  you  a farmer  ?— Yes,  I hold  over  200  acres  of  land. 

10'99.  Do  you  sell  in  this  market? — I do. 

10900.  Do  the  farmers,  generally,  complain  of  the  system  of  weighing,  the  deductions, 
and  the  multiplicity  of  markets  in  Omagh  ? — They  do  ; I may  come  into  the  market  with  a 
load  of  oats,  and  wish  to  deal  with  a particular  merchant.  Perhaps  he  may  be  in  a market 
at  the  other  end  of  the  town,  and  1 may  remain  all  day  expecting  him,  and  he  may  not 
come  until  it  is  too  late.  Then  I cannot  see  who  are  looking  for  oats,  or  know  whether 
there  is  a demand  for  oats  at  all ; but  if  all  the  markets  were  concentrated  in  one  place,  I 
would  know  who  were  looking  for  oats,  and  what  the  markets  were  doinsj.  I may  now' 
have  to  run  from  ono  end  of  the  town  to  the  other  to  see  what  is  doing  in  the  markets. 

10901.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a general  market  ?— I w'ould  certainly  : I fear,  as  far 
as  Omagh  is  concerned,  it  would  be  hardly  practicable  to  have  all  the  markets  in  one  yard, 
but  they  might  be  all  in  one  locality.  It  might  operate  against  some  of  the  townspeople— 
the  publicans,  for  instance — but  it  would  serve  the  farmers.  I think  also  we  very  much 
require  a public  inspector  for  oats  here  to  protect  the  seller  as  well  as  the  buyer,  who 
might  be  a referee  if  a dispute  arose  between  buyer  and  seller,  and  not  allow'  the  buyer  to 
put  all  he  thinks  proper  to  deduct  into  his  own  pocket. 

10902.  AY  ould  you  have  the  inspector  the  party  to  prosecute  in  case  of  fraud  upon  either 
side  ? — Unquestionably. 

10903.  AY  ould  you  object  to  be  obliged  to  pay  a small  charge  for  such  a market? Cer- 

tainly not ; but  with  respect  to  fairs,  it  would'  be  a great  advantage  to  take  them  off  the 
public  streets;  but  the  question  is,  would  the  people  object  to  pay  toll?  Now,  I think  it 
w;ould  injure  Omagh  more  than  other  towns,  because  in  some  places  they  have  established 
fair-greens  without  toll  or  custom,  and  people  would  naturally  bring  their  cattle  to  the 
place  where  no  charge  was  made.  If  they  were  the  same  all  over  the  country,  of  course 
then  it  would  make  no  difference. 

10904.  If  you  were  going  to  send  cattle  to  Omagh,  would  you  not  rather  pay  a small 
charge  for  an  enclosed  market  than  have  your  cattle  in  the  streets  ? — I would,  certainly ; 
but  if  I could  get  accommodation  in  another  place  without  charge,  I wrnuld  rather  go  there. 
It  is  not  very  much  inconvenience  to  me  to  stand  upon  the  road ; the  inconvenience  is 
more  to  the  passer-by. 

10905.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — Decidedly  ; we  have  a most  absurd  system  at  present. 

10906.  AA'ould  you  be  in  favour  of  the  decimal  system  ? — Most  decidedly ; a man  could  not 
be  deceived  then.  I may  remark,  that  Mr.  Taylor  stated  here  that  buyers  pay  for  half  the 
odd  pounds  over  seventy  pounds.  Now,  1 believe  a great  many  farmers  here  will  bear  me 
out  in  saying  that  it  is  very  hard  to  got  the  buyers  to  pay  for  even  half.  Then  in  weighing 
the  butter  the  cask  must  strike  three  times,  and  lie  upon  the  ground,  but  when  they  are 
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weighing  the  vessel  it  must  not  turn  at  all — in  fact  it  must  weigh  up  ; it  must  turn  the 
other  way,  which  is  a great  injustice. 

10907.  Is  there  not  a great  deal  of  complaint  about  the  farmers  steeping  the  firkins  ? — 
That  may  be  done. 

10908.  Would  it  not  be  the  best  plan  to  pay  for  every  pound,  and  to  let  prices  be 
regulated  accordingly  ? — Most  certainly ; in  Liverpool  they  pay  me  to  the  very  penny. 
Here  you  must  give  one  pound  extra  in  the  small  cranes ; and  I do  believe  that  if  a person 
had  not  the  butter  weighed  before,  very  great  frauds  would  be  practised.  I remember 
a person  sending  butter  to  me  which  he  requested  I would  sell  in  small  portions  in  the 
market.  A ticket  was  sent  me  of  the  weight.  When  it  was  weighed  it  lost  two  pounds 
on  the  forty  pounds,  which  I fully  believe  was  a dead  loss  to  him.  1 hat  was  the  only  thing 
coming  under  my  knowledge,  but  indeed  the  complaints  were  numerous.  I heard  several 
people  say  that  they  went  to  Mr.  Taylor  and  sold  butter,  and  kept  the  ticket,  and  they 
found  a great  difference  between  his  weights  and  the  private  weights.  I believe  if  persons 
weigh  with  Mr.  Taylor’s  weights  a great  many  purchasers  will  object  to  buy  from  them. 

10909.  That  altogether  refers*  to  lump  butter  ? — Yes. 

109 1 0.  You  would  be  in  favour  of  having  all  produce  weighed  to  the  pound  ?— Decidedly. 

10911.  And  by  sworn  weighmasters '? — Yes;  I think  that  would  check  fraud  to  a great 
extent. 

10912.  Are  not  all  these  deductions  calculated  to  make  the  farmer  dishonest? — I am 
sorry  to  say  they  must  be  so ; but  if  a man  is  decidedly  honest,  he  will  strive  to  work 
through  it.  With  regard  to  flax,  I think  allowing  a heavy  down  draught  is  very  objectionable. 

I- think  when  the  beam  turns,  it  should  be  sufficient,  just  as  you  weigh  a pound  of  sugar. 
The  proof  that  the  buyers  derive  a benefit  from  these  down  weights  is  that  they  object  to 
have  it  weighed  in  larger  quantities  than  four  stone.  If  they  had  no  benefit  from  the 
down  draught,  why  should  they  not  allow  you  to  put  two  or  three  hundred-weightinto  the 
scale  at  once,  if  the  scale  would  contain  it.  Then  not  weighing  corn  to  less  than  seven 
pounds  is  very  objectionable  ; a man  may  frequently  lose  nine  pounds  in  that  way. 

■_  10913.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  firkins  branded  by  a sworn  weighmaster  ? — 

I would  ; but  it  would  not  cure  the  present  evils.  A firkin,  if  you  sell  it  at  once,  will  not- 
soak  one  pound  ; but  if  you  keep  it  for  a few  months,  it  may  soak  three  or  four  pounds. 
Now,  if  I have  half  a dozen  firkins,  and  sell  them  all  in  a few  weeks,  they  will  not  gain  any 
thing,  and  I,  therefore,  lose  all  the  tare.  On  the  other  hand,  if  I keep  them  for  six  months, 
they  may  soak  four  pounds  each. 

10914.  We  were  told  that  unless  a firkin  were  steeped  in  a boghole,  it  never  would  soak 
more  than  two  pounds  ? — I have  seen  a firkin  weigh  four  pounds  soakage,  but  perhaps  it 
was  not  branded  right  at  first. 

10915.  Would  you  have  every  market  begin  and  close  at  a stated  hour? — I think  it 
would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  have  every  market  begin  at  a fixed  hour  by  ring  of  bell : 
but  I would  scarcely  approve  of  having  a stated  hour  for  closing  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Moore  examined. 

10916.  Are  you  a farmer?— I am.  T , „ ,, 

10917.  Do  you  agree  in  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Anderson  ? — I do,  fully  ; and  I would  not 
object  to  pay  a fair  price  for  good  accommodation,  at  either  market  or  fair,  and  I think  the 
farmers  would  have  no  right  to  object  to  it. 

1091S.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  weighing  all  agricultural  produce  to  the  pound,  under 
sworn  weighmasters,  and  abolishing  all  deductions? — l would. 

10919.  Would  you  have  the  markets  begin  at  regular  hours? — I would. 

10920.  And  have  an  uniform  system  of  weighing? — Yes  ; that  would  give  great  satisfac- 
tion to  the  public.  . , , „ . ' . - 

10921.  Would  you  have  all  fairs  removed  off  the  streets  into  enclosed  fair-greens  ?— I 
would”  No  person  can  pass  along  the  footpath  here  on  a fair  day,  with  the  pigs  and  cattle, 
which  causes  great  danger  ; and  since  the  traffic  has  now  gone  towards  the  terminus  of  the 
railway,  it  will  be  far  worse.  . , , ..  . , , , 

10922.  Would  you  have  all  the  farmers’  produce  weighed  standing  beam,  and  let  the 
merchant  regulate  his  prices  accordingly  ?—l  would ; for  the  moment  you  allow  the  liberty 

of  down  weight,  there  will  be  no  end  to  it.  . ... 

10923.  Would  you  have  all  produce  bought  by  tons,  hundreds,  and  stones  ! — Decidedly. 

Mr.  Andrew  Royers  examined. 

10924.  Where  do  you  live  ? — About  two  miles  and  a-half  from  Omagh. 

10925.  Do  you  generally  concur  in  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Anderson  ? — I do.  I beg  to  say 
that  I am  in  favour  of  weighing  according  to  the  decimal  system,  and  I think  it  could  be 
adopted  without  very  much  inconvenience  or  great  expense. 

' 10926.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  enclosed  fair-greens  ?— Decidedly. 

10927.  You  would  not  object  to  pay  a small  charge  ? — Certainly  not. 

10923.  Would  you  have  the  charge  paid  upon  entering  the  fair-green  ?— Most  decidedly 

* 10929.  I)o° you  think  if  there  were  a proper  market  established,  with  a fair  charge,  the 
farmers  would  try  to  evade  the  charge  by  selling  in  the  streets? — No  ; I think  the  more 
respectable  portion  of  them  would  not ; and  on  account  of  the  merchants  resorting  theie, 
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hardly  any  class  of  tho  farmers  would  do  so.  I do  not  think  having  an  inspector  for  oats 
would  be  found  to  work  beneficially ; and  I should  like  to  have  a separate  market  for  each 
kind  of  produce,  so  as  to  distribute  the  custom  of  the  farmers  all  over  the  town. 

10930.  Would  you  have  them  under  one  control  ? — Most  certainly.  As  near  the  railway  . 
station  as  the  markets  for  heavy  commodities  could  begot  the  better  for  the  farmer. 

Mr.  William  Scott  examined. 

10931.  Do  you  reside  in  Omagh  ? — Ido.  . - +1 

10932.  Are  "you  a miller?— I am.  We  have  to  complain  here  that  oats  are  frequently 
re-sold,  for  a higher  price,  after  being  sold  to  us,  and  that  there  is  no  redress.  I have 
known  that  done  to  myself.  . , . , . , . 71 

10933  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a well  conducted  public  market,  m which  all  ^cul- 
tural produce  should  be  sold  and  weighed?-!  think  all  parties  would  agree  to  it. 

10934.  Would  you  not  object  to  buy  there? — No  ; it  would  be  a great  advantage  bo 
the  buyer  and  the  seller.  , . , . . 0 , 

10935.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  .—Most 

10936?  Would  you  approve  of  the  decimal  system  ?— I think  the  general  weights  of  the 
country,  tons,  hundreds,  and  stones,  would  be  the  best,  the  people  are  so  used  to  the 

b}  1*0937.  But  if  a change  is  to  be  made,  is  it  not  better  to  go  to  the  best  system  at  once  ?— 

" fom^vXld  you  have  the  farmer  paid  for  every  pound  of  his  produce,  and  abolish  all 
deductions?— There  could  be  no  objection  to  doing  so,  for  we  could  just  ‘'^ulateourpricGS 
accordingly.  1 would  approve  of  every  thing  which  would  simplify  the  matter  beta  een  the 
buyer  and  the  farmer.  _ , . . 0 v„c. . T „ 

. 10939.  Would  you  have  all  fairs  removed  to  enclosed  fair-greens  ?— Aes , 1 thmlr  it  is  a 
great  nuisance  to  have  them  in  the  streets.  9 

10940.  As  a seller,  you  would  not  object  to  pay  a small  charge  on  entering  a tair-areen  . 
— I would  not. 

Mr.  Thomas  Callaghan  examined. 

10941.  Where  do  you  reside? — Eight  miles  from  Omagh. 

10942.  Do  you  buy  firkin  butter  ? — Yes  ; firkin  and  lump  butter.  , T 

10943:  Do  you  weigh  in  the  market  ?_I  weigh  the  firkin  butter  m the  market,  but  I 

^“fulLr  of  a public  market  for  butter,  and  all  other  agricultural 
produce  ?_I  would  ; it  would  give  every  man  a fair  share  of  trade.  I know  partes : who 
sell  cheaper  than  I can  do  sometimes,  although  they  buy  at  the  same  pnee.  I would  Mt 
let  a butter  buyer  weigh  one  pound  of  lump  butter,  but  have  it  all  done  by  the  weighmaster. 
Let  every  man  be  on  an  equality. 

10945-  Would  you  pay  for  every  pound  ? — Decidedly.  , 

10946.  Have  you  known  many  frauds  in  weighing  butter  ?— I have  a "Vhe 

The  firkins  sometimes  are  marked  twelve  pounds,  and  they  weigh  seventeen  pou  . 
farmer  goes  to  tho  cooper  and  says,  “ you  know  I wdl  lose  so  many  pounds,  so  put  plenty 
of  stuff  in  the  firkins.”  Firkins  should  be  all  made  of  oak.  m vpt  9_Tt 

10947.  Would  you  have  them  all  branded  by  a sworn  person  111  the  P«hl  c “aiket . It 
could  not  be  done  without  trouble  in  the  public  market ; the  cooper  miaht  biand  them 

'“To948.  now  do  you  know  ho  will  not  make  them  too  hcavy?-He  will  not  make  oak  too 
heavy  ; it  is  too  dear.  It  would  be  inconvenient  to  tho  poor  tradesman  to  have  to  send 
perhaps  three  firkins  into  the  market  to  be  branded. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Carson  examined. 

10949  Where  do  you  reside  ?— In  Omagh.  I beg  to  say,  that  very  great  obstruction 

arises  in 'the  streets  here  from  having  carts  of  turnips,  and,  m the  season,  cabbage  plant  , 
and  sometimes  fish,  ranged  along  the  streets.  . , y,  11  , market 

1 0950  Is  there  a weigh-bridge  in  the  town  ?— There  is,  in  Mr.  Donnell)  s mai  Kct. 
IK?'  Where  is  hay  and  straw  sold  ?-In  the  streets ; there  is  no  market  for  A.  Meat 

i.  also  sold  in  tho  streets.  Tho  Town  Commissioner  made  “ 

butchers’  meat ; but  they  found  the  law  so  complicated,  that  they  failed  . y 

eggs  are  also  sold  in  the  streets,  in  another  part  of the  town. 

10952.  You  would  have  the  markets  all  in  one  pJaee  ^-Decidedly  think  they 

1 0953.  Do  you  think  the  -townspeople  generally  would  be  in  fa\  our  of  it  ? I think  y 

10954.  And  removing  tho  fairs  out  of  the  streets?  Yes. 

Rev.  John  Arnold  examined. 

■ ,0055  Do  you  reside  in  Omagh?-Ido.  1 would  like  to  see  a distinct  market  for  each 
Aide  but  not  all  in  one  place.  I would  like  to  see  all  the  improvements  mentioned  to- 
day introduced ; hut  1 should  not  like  to  have  all  the  markets  put  into  one. 
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470  FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Commissioners  of  the  town  of  Omagh,  in  calling  your  attention  to  our  markets  and 
fairs,  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  a short  statement,  in  order  that  you  may  be  able  to  form 
a more  correct  idea  of  them. 

We  have  in  this  small  town  five  separate  markets  for  the  sale  of  grain  and  other  produce, 
which  we  consider  a great  cause  of  complaint  from  both  buyers  and  sellers. 

Our  fairs  for  the  sale  of  horses  and  other  cattle  are  also  held  in  the  public  streets,  having 
no  other  place  for  them,  which  is  sometimes  attended  with  great  danger  to  persons  passing 
through  a narrow  crowded  street;  and  if  possible,  we  would  wish  on  our  part,  that  it  should 
be  pressed  on  the  legislature  the  necessity  of  empowering  some  public  body  to  regulate 
the  markets  and  fairs  of  towns  such  as  this  is,  having  no  Corporation  to  watch  over  their 
markets  or  fairs. 

We  would  also  wish  that  each  different  produce,  such  as  grain,  flax,  and  butter,  should 
each  be  sold  in  a separate  market. 

_ We  would  also  wish,  that  a proper  place  for  the  sale  of  all  kinds  of  cattle  should  be  pro- 
vided for  them,  in  order  that  they  may  not  be  exposed  for  sale  on  the  public  street,  to  the 
great  danger  of  persons  passing  in  a crowded  thoroughfare. 

The  Commissioners  also  beg  leave  to  mention,  that  in  the  sale  of  butter  and  flax  particu- 
larly, there  is  much  cause  of  complaint  in  Omagh  Market,  respecting  the  weighing  of  same 
in  private  scales,  by  which  means  the  persons  disposing  of  same,  are  at  a very  great  loss ; 
and  the  Commissioners  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  having  all  produce 
coming  into  market  weighed  at  the  public  crane,  which  will  bo  more  fully  explained  by 
some  of  our  respectable  farmers,  who  will  attend  at  the  investigation  this  day  in  the 
courthouse. 

We  have  the  honour,  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servants, 

William  Elliot, 

Chairman  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Town  of  Omarjht 
The  Fairs  and  Markets’  Commissioners, 

Presiding  at  Omagh. 


To  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  His  Excellency  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  Fairs 
and  Markets  in  Ireland. 

The  memorial  of  several  of  the  farmers  adjoining  the  town  of  Omagh, 

Sheweth — That  the  practice  heretofore  was  to  take  a reduction  of  eight  pounds  per 
hundred-weight  of  flax,  and  take  off  one-twentieth  of  every  hundred-weight  of  butter,  and 
vessels  in  proportion. 

We.  whose  names  are  hereunto  attached,  do  request  you  will  discontinue  such  practice, 
and  that  we  will  in  future  be  entitled  to  the  whole  amount  of  any  commodities  we  mar 
bring  into  market. 

John  Crawford, 

James  MTaernaghan, 

Thomas  Wilson, 

James  Wilson, 

William  Y.  Moore, 

Robert  Ramsay, 

Patrick  Alexander, 

Isaac  Maynes, 

William  Rutherford, 

Alex.  Rutherford, 

William  Young, 

John  Irwine, 

J oseph  M'Clintock, 

' JosEPn  Harvey, 

John  M‘Gurgane, 

John  Barber, 

Irwin  Beattie, 

John  Nickle, 

Edward  Treacy, 

James  Watson, 

Omagh  and  Neighbourhood,  25th  January,  1853. 


Strabane,  January  26,  1853, 

Mr.  William  Ramsey  examined. 

10956.  Do  you  reside  in  Strabane  ?— I do. 

10957.  Are  you  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners? — I am. 

10958.  Can  you  state  under  what  patent  or  authority  the  fairs  and  markets  in  this  town 
were  established  ?— They  are  held  under  a patent  granted  to  the  old  Corporation  of  Stra- 
bane, dated  the  18th  of  March,  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  James  I.  I think  there 
is  a patent  for  the  new  fairs  to  Lord  Abercorn. 


George  Graham, 
John  Clements, 
Wm.  Watson, 

David  Clements, 
James  Carson, 
Robert  Charelton, 
James  Delap, 

John  Caldwell, 
Joseph  Watson, 
William  W.  Green, 
James  Watson, 
Fleming  Wilson, 
William  Carson, 
William  Osbor.ne, 
William  Dudgeon, 
Samuel  Young, 
Samuel  Mathews, 
John  Clements, 
Isaac  Dunn, 

James  M'Creery. 
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10959.  Then  the  Town  Commissioners,  as  successors  to  the  old  Corporation,  are  the 
proprietors  of  the  fairs  and  markets  ? — They  are. 

10900.  What  are  the  market  days? — Tuesday  and  Saturday  were  the  days  granted  by 
the  patent.  Tuesday  is  the  principal  market,  but  we  have  also  Wednesday  for  flax,  and 
Thursday  and  Saturday  for  grain. 

10901.  What  are  the  fair  days? — I believe  there  were  only  two  fairs  in  the  charter,  the 
1st  May  and  1st  November,  old  style.  There  are  now  quarterly  fairs,  on  the  1st  February, 
12th  May,  1st  August,  and  12th  November.  There  are  other  fairs  held  upon  the  first 
Thursday  of  every  month,  except  when  the  quarterly  fairs  occur. 

10962.  Was  there  any  patent  obtained  for  holding  these  fairs  and  markets? — I should 
think  there  was  a patent  obtained  for  the  fairs  every  month,  but  the  market  days  were 
altered  merely  to  suit  the  convenience  of  buyers  and  sellers. 

10963.  Were  the  fairs  on  1st  August  and  1st  February  only  established  by  general  con- 
gent  ? — I think  there  was  a patent  obtained  for  them  by  Lord  Abercorn. 

10964.  Then  the  Corporation  have  only  the  two  fairs  in  the  patent,  and  Lord  Abercorn 
has  the  other  ten? — Just  so.  Lord  Abercorn  is  proprietor  of  the  sites  of  the  markets, 
and  he  is  joined  with  the  Commissioners  in  the  revenues  arising  from  them.  He  receives 
half  the  emoluments,  after  certain  charges  are  defrayed. 

10965.  Is  that  as  rent? — It  is. 

10966.  Not  as  a share  of  the  tolls? — No  ; it  is  only  a temporary  agreement  from  year 
to  year;  and  I may  mention  that  the  arrangement  is  a matter  of  very  great  dissatisfaction 
to  the  inhabitants,  but  we  have  no  alternative. 

10967.  Are  tolls  paid  at  the  markets  or  fairs  ? — No,  but  there  are  charges  for  the  occu- 
pation of  the  markets,  and  there  is  no  extra  charge  for  weighing. 

10968.  Do  the  Commissioners  receive  the  revenues  arising  out  of  the  butter  market? — 
They  do.  Lord  Abercorn  has  no  dividend  out  of  the  flax  or  potato  markets  at  all.  He 
allows  £50  a year  towards  the  lighting  of  the  town.  We  also  pay  him  for  the  interest  of 
his  outlay  upon  the  wheat  market. 

10969-  Are  there  schedules  of  the  tolls  charged  posted  up? — There  are. 

10970.  Do  they  exactly  state  the  tolls  which  are  charged? — Exactly. 

10971.  Are  the  charges  paid  by  the  buyer  or  the  seller? — By  the  seller.  The  farmer 
pays  for  all. 

10972.  Does  he  also  pay  for  the  lighting  of  the  town? — He  does,  for  which  we  give 
him  all  the  accommodation  we  can  when  he  comes  to  Strabane. 

10973.  Are  there  enclosed  market-places  here  ? — Yes,  they  are  all  enclosed.  There  is 
an  enclosed  corn  market,  more  than  half  an  acre  in  extent,  surrounded  with  sheds,  and 
with  two  weigh-houses  in  the  centre. 

10974.  How  many  beams  and  scales  are  there? — Two  permanently,  and  sometimes  a 
third  is  erected  to  meet  a large  market,  and  there  is  a weigh-bridge. 

10975.  What  is  your  stall’? — Three  persons  sometimes,  but  only  two  clerks  permanently. 
We  have  one  person  who  superintends  the  whole  markets  generally;  we  have  one  perma- 
nent clerk,  one  permanent  weighmaster,  and  two  occasionally  in  addition. 

10976.  How  many  porters? — They  vary  according  to  the  work  to  be  done;  four  are 
required  to  each  scale.  That  market  is  entirely  for  oats. 

10977.  Is  the  butter  market  enclosed? — It  is,  with  two  beams  and  scales.  Pork  is  algo 
sold  there,  and  wheat,  and  barley. 

10978.  What  is  the  next  market? — The  flax  market,  also  enclosed,  with  sheds  and 
stores,  and  sometimes  three  beams  and  scales,  but  only  one  for  ordinary  use,  and  a weigh- 
bridge. Potatoes,  meal,  and  green  crops,  are  also  sold  there. 

10979.  Where  are  hay  and  straw  sold ?—  Generally  in  the  streets;  there  is  no  separate 
market  for  them. 

What  other  market  is  there  ? — The  meat  shambles,  where  hides  are  also  sold. 

10980.  Are  the  fairs  held  in  the  streets? — They  are. 

10981.  Have  you  an  inspector  of  butter? — We  have,  and  a corn  inspector. 


STRABANE, 

20 th  January,  1858. 

728. 

Mr.  Will.  Ramsey; 


Mr.  Thomas  Watson  examined.  724. 

10982.  Do  you  reside  in  Strabane  ? — I do.  Mr.  Thomas! 

10983.  What  office  do  you  hold? — I am  general  superintendent,  appointed  by  Lord 
Heytesbury,  at  the  request  of  the  Town  Commissioners. 

10984.  What  staff  arc  employed  in  the  markets? — Four  clerks,  or  weighmasters,  per- 
manently ; and  sometimes  six. 

10985.  Are  they  sworn  ? — Yes,  every  man  acting  in  the  market  as  weighmaster  is  sworn. 

10986.  Can  you  give  a list  of  the  charges  in  the  market  ? — Yes. 


Raths  of  Charges  in  the  different  Markets  held  in  Strabane. 


Grain  market,  2 d.  per  draught,  not  to  exceed  bridge  in  same  market,  Gd.  per  load,  or  Is. 
40  stone ; weigh  bridge  in  same  market,  G d.  per  ton. 

per  load,  or  Is.  per  ton.  Pork,  2 d.  per  dead  pig. 

Butter  market,  under  40  lbs.,  2 d.;  under  70 

lbs.,  3d. ; above,  4 d.  Shambles. 

Potato  market,  id.  per  load ; custom,  or  2 d per  Beef,  per  carcass,  6 d. ; pays  no  more  till  sold  out. 

draught,  not  to  exceed  40  stone.  Mutton,  do,  2d;) 

Turnips,  carrots,  Ac.,  &c.,  same.  Fed  veal,  do.,  3d ; > do.  do.  do.’ 

Meal,  2d.  per  draught,  or  Id.  per  cwt.  Pork,  do.,  2d.;) 

Flax  market, 2d; per  cwt, per  124  lbs.;  weigh-  Hides,  country,  2d. 
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Hath  January,  18-' 

724. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wats 


47.2  FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 

10987.  Is  the  money  paid  to  the  clerks  in  the  markets? — Yes, -and  they  account  to  the 
>:(.  treasurer  for  it. 

10988.  Do  they  receive  fixed  salaries  ? — They  do. 

10989.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  town  weighed  in  the  market  scales  ? — 
ou'  Farmers  sell  grain  to  different  merchants  at  their  stores,  and  weigh  it  there,  and  it  does 
not  come  into  the  market  at  all.  Corn  and  butter  are  both  sometimes  sold  out  ot  the 
public  market.  . 

10990.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  which  is  sold  inside  the  public  market  weighed 
in  the  scales  there  ? — It  is. 

10991.  The  charge  is  paid  whether  it  is  weighed  or  not? — As  a rule  we  demand  it. 

10992.  If  a person  came  into  the  market  and  did  not  sell,  would  you  charge? — Yes, 
but  we  would  give  him  a blank  ticket,  and  make  no  chai'ge  the  next  time. 

10993.  Does  the  clerk  always  give  a ticket? — He  docs. 

10994.  Does  he  keep  a copy  of  it? — He  keeps  a duplicate  of  it  in  the  block-book. 

10995.  Is  corn  sold  off  the  cart? — No,  it  is  lowered  into  the  market,  and  when  the  bell 
rings  at  ten  o’clock  the  selling  of  the  grain  commences. 

10996.  Do  you  find  porters  for  the  sellers? — -We  do. 

10997.  Do  they  lift  the  corn  off  the  carts? — They  do  not. 

10998.  Do  you  weigh  before  sale  ? — We  would,  if  required;  but,  as  a custom,  we  weigh 
rafter  the  sale. 

10999.  AY  hat  is  your  system  of  weighing  grain? — Down  weight,  with  seven  pounds. ^ 

1 1000.  AY  hat  weight  will  bring  your  scale  from  standing  beam  down  to  the  ground?— 
I dare  say  two  pounds. 

11001.  Then  the  farmer  may  lose  any  thing  short  of  nine  pounds  ? — He  may. 

1 1002.  AA'hat  deductions? — Seven  pounds  for  a sack,  and  five  pounds  for  a bag.  There 
is  no  deduction  for  beamage. 

11003.  Does  the  weight  of  the  bag  or  sack  appear  in  the  ticket  at  all? — No;  we  give 
the  net  weight,  the  seller’s  name,  and  the  date.  The  buyer  gives  a buying-ticket  to  the 
farmer,  with  the  price,  but  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

11004.  Is  all  grain  weighed  on  the  same  system  ? — Yes : wheat  is  weighed  by  the  barrel, 
but  just  the  same  way. 

1 1005.  How  is  butter  weighed  ? — It  is  brought  in  in  firkins,  butts,  and  very  few  crocks. 

11006.  Did  the  inspector  receive  compensation  from  Government  in  1829? — No;  he 
continued  on  at  his  own  salary. 

11007.  Had  he  a fixed  salary  ? — He  had. 

11008-  Do  the  buyers  quality  the  butter  themselves  here  ? — They  do. 

11009.  AYhat  is  the  system  of  weighing  ? — Down  weight,  to  the  pound,  one  pound  to 
the  score  taken  off,  and  whatever  tare  the  cooper  and  myself  decide.  Sometimes  we  strip 
the  firkin,  if  the  parties  do  not  like  the  decision. 

11010.  Is  the  one  pound  to  the  score  taken  off  the  gross  weight  ? — Yes ; off  the  butter 
and  off  the  wood. 

11011.  Is  every  pound  paid  for? — Yes;  every  pound  is  now  paid  for. 

11012.  Is  every  pound  of  corn  paid  for? — No  ; nothing  under  half  a stone. 

11013.  Does  tiie  buyer  charge  for  cooperage? — One  penny  each  package,  for  a store; 
but  that  is  not  an  arrangement  in  connexion  with  the  market  at  all. 

11014.  Does  he  charge  any  thing  else  ? — Nothing. 

11015.  Is  the  system  of  weighing  butts  and  crocks  the  same  ? — Just  the  same. 

11016.  How  do  you  deduct  the  weight  of  a crock? — AYe  must  suppose  it,  generally; 
but  if  it  is  a regular  English  crock  we  take  one-third  of  the  weight. 

11017.  How  do  you  weigh  pork? — By  the  1 12  pounds,  and  it  is  bought  by  the  120 
pounds.  We  weigh  it  to  the  pound,  down  weight,  and  give  the  ticket  in  gross,  making  no 
deduction. 

11018.  What  does  the  merchant  deduct  ? — I understand  he  takes  eleven  pounds  off  every 
pig,  large  or  small. 

1 10 1 y . AYhat  does  he  charge? — I cannot  state  of  my  own  knowledge,  but  I hear  that  he 
charges  2d.  a pig. 

lf020.  Nothing  else? — I think  not. 

11021.  How  does  he  bring  the  weight  from  short  hundreds-weight  into  long? — By 
bringing  the  whole  weight  into  pounds,  and  dividing  by  120. 

11022.  Have  you  an  inspector  of  pork  ? — No. 

1 1028.  AYhat  is  your  system  of  weighing  flax? — We  weigh  by  the  score,  down  weight to 
the. pound,  and  it  is  bought  by  124  pounds,  or  rather,  I believe,  by  120  pounds,  and  lour 
pounds  deducted. 

11024.  AVhat  quantity  will  you  weigh  in  a draught? — AArc  would  not  weigh  124  pounds 
in  a draught ; but  any  tiling  under  that,  as  little  over  half  a hundred-weight  as  possible. 

11025.  Does  the  buyer  make  any  charge? — I think  not. 

1 1026.  Is  every  pound  paid  for  in  pork  ? — It  is. 

1 1 027.  At  the  full  price  ? — A' cs. 

11028.  AVhat  is  your  system  of  weighing  potatoes? — By  the  hundred-weight  of  eight 
stone,  and  we  allow  the  use  of  a bucket  and  beam,  if  necessary,  to  weigh  them  out. 

11029.  How  do  you  weigh  them? — Down  weight  to  seven  pounds,  and  the  same 
deduction  .for  sacks  as  in  corn. 

1 1030.  No  beamage  ? — None. 

11031.  How  do  you  weigh  on  the  weigh-bridge  ?— With  nothing  less  than  seven  pounds. 
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11032.  Is  there  much  corn  sold  and  weighed  out  of  the  market  ? — There  is  a great  deal. 
I heard,  the  other  day,  that  a certain  miller  here  need  not  come  to  the  market  in  conse- 
quence of  the  quantity  brought  into  his  yard. 

11033.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  frauds  practised  in  weighing  at  the  private  stores  ? 

I have  heard  a great  many  complaints  of  parties  not  giving  fair  weight  in  lump  butter, 
which  is  entirely  sold  outside  the  market. 

1 1 034.  Does  the  weighing  in  the  market  give  satisfaction  ? — I think  very  much  so. 

11035.  Provided  there  was  an  Act  of  Parliament  making  it  compulsory  to  sell  and 

weigh  all  the  produce  in  your  markets,  do  you  think  they  are  sufficiently  large  ? I think 

they  are. 

11036.  Have  you  a sufficient  number  of  beams  and  scales  ? — I think  so. 

11037-  Are  your  fairs  held  in  the  public  streets  ? — They  are. 

11038.  Are  they  large  fairs  ? — The  monthly  fairs  are  large. 

11039.  Are  the  streets  much  crowded? — Only  in  one  particular  part  of  the  town. 

11040.  Was  there  ever  an  enclosed  fair-green  ? — There  was,  but  it  was  before  my  time. 

11041.  Are  not  the  fairs  considered  inconvenient  in  the  streets  ? — I cannot  say. 

1 1042.  Are  your  markets  increasing  ?— I think  they  are. 

Mr.  David  Mitchell  examined. 

11043.  Do  you  reside  in  Strabane  ? — I do. 

11044.  Are  you  one  of  the  Town  Commissioners? — I am. 

11045.  Do  you  think  the  markets  here  are  well  conducted? — I think  one  cause  why  so 
much  produce  is  delivered  at  private  stores  is  that  the  farmers  arc  greatly  annoyed  in  the 
short  days  of  winter  by  the  thronged  state  of  the  markets,  and  the  barrowmen  looking  for 
bribes.  The  barrowmen  will  go  round  to  the  farthest  part  of  the  market  for  a man  who 
will  give  them  Is.,  and  leave  a man  who- only  gives  them  3d.,  to  the  very  last  moment.  A 
gentleman  named  Mr.  Pherson  told  me  that  he  never  goes  to  the  market,  but  has  erected 
scales  of  his  own  in  consequence.  The  market  has  been  very  much  injured  in  consequence. 
The  fault  rests  very  much  with  the  farmers,  who  want  to  get  home,  and  prefer  paying 
these  men  something.  The  Commissioners  have  frequently  issued  advertisements  that 
they  would  dismiss  any  one  who  was  proved  to  have  taken  a bribe. 

11046.  How  many  sacks  of  corn  are  weighed  here? — Sometimes  over  5,000  in  a day  ; 
3,000  bags  arc  a very  common  market  for  three  months  of  the  year. 

Mr.  John  Boyle  examined. 

11047.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — About  two  miles  from  Strabane. 

11048.  Do  you  sell  corn  here? — I do. 

11049.  Do  you  carry  it  to  the  market  ? — I do  not,  because  I was  treated  badly  there  ; 
and  if  I did  not  choose  to  pay  the  barrowmen,  I would  not  get  my  corn  weighed  until  night. 

1 1050.  If  there  were  proper  accommodation  established  there,  would  you  go  back  to  the 
market  ? — I would,  for  I could  get  Is,  8 d.  a stone  more  in  the  market. 

Mr.  John  Macbeth  examined. 

11051.  Where  do  you  reside? — About  two  miles  from  this. 

11052.  Are  you  a farmer  ? — I am. 

11053.  Do  you  sell  in  this  market  ? — I sell  mostly  in  the  market ; but  I would  rather  sell 
out  of  it  on  account  of  the  bad  treatment  we  get  there  by  the  barrowmen  delaying  us  if  we 
will  not  bribe  them.  The  whole  of  the  farmers  here  will  say  the  same. 

11054.  What  do  the  barrowmen  generally  get? — From  3d.  to  Is.  The  more  you  give, 
the  sooner  you  will  get  away. 

11055.  Do  yon  generally  approve  of  the  other  arrangements  in  the  market? — They  are 
tolerably  regular,  except  that ; but  I complain  that  the  Commissioners  do  not  change  the 
barrowmen,  some  of  whom  are  thirty  years  there. 

11056.  Did  you  ever  make  a formal  complaint? — Yes;  this  very  year.  I think  the 
principal  object  of  the  Commissioners  is  saving  the  money. 

11057.  If  there  was  a proper,  well-regulated,  public  market,  would  you  be  in  favour  of 
having  every  thing  sold  and  weighed  there  ? — I would. 

11058.  Would  you  object  to  pay  a small  charge  to  support  it? — I would  not. 

11059.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures,  and  a 
uniform  system  of  dealing  over  the  whole  country  ?— Yes ; it  would  give  very  great 
satisfaction. 

1 1060.  Would  it  not  be  right  to  pay  for  every  pound  of  the  farmer’s  produce,  and  abolish 
all  deductions  ? — That  is  the  wish  of  every  one  of  us. 

1 1061.  Would  you  have  the  actual  weight  of  the  sack  or  firkin  deducted  in  every  case  ? 
— Exactly  so. 

11062.  Would  you  have  all  fairs  held  in  proper  well  enclosed  fair-greens? — I would  be 
very  glad  to  have  it  so.  It  is  a great  nuisance  to  passengers  here,  when  the  monthly  fair 
happens.  I would  be  willing  to  pay  for  my  cattle  and  my  horses,  whether  I sold  or  not,  if 
there  were  an  enclosed  fair-green ; and,  as  far  as  I can  hear,  the  farmers,  generally,  would 
bo  very  willing  to  do  the  same. 

11063.  Do  you  think  all  produce  should  be  weighed  standing  beam  ? — I would  like  to 
give  fair  weight,  but  I think  we  lose  a great  deal  in  corn  by  odd  pounds  under  half  a stone, 
and  I think  all  the  odd  pounds  ought  to  be  totted  up. 
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Thomas  Watson. 
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Mr.  John  Macbeth. 
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Mr.  James  Torrens  examined. 

11064.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Near  this  town. 

11065.  Are  you  a farmer  ? — I am. 

11066.  Do  you  sell  in  this  market? — Only  sometimes.  The  weighing  often  lasts  until 
dark  in  the  market.  A friend  of  mine  sent  in  some  oats  here  last  market,  and  desired  it 
to  go  to  Mr.  Smith’s,  in  consequence  of  the  saving  of  time.  The  Commissioners  should  put 
up  more  cranes,  and  have  extra  hands  upon  a market-day.  I have  sometimes  given  a 
trifle  to  the  barrowmen  myself,  like  all  other  farmers,  and  I consider  it  was  certainly  very 
unfair,  for  it  is  the  means  of  keeping  other  persons  who  may  not  like  to  do  so  until  the 
very  last  hour. 

11067.  If  there  were  a proper,  well-regulated  market,  would  you  object  to  go  there  ? — 

I have  found  myself  very  well  treated  at  Mr.  Smith’s. 

11068.  Is  not  a weU-regulated  public  market  the  best  place  ? — Certainly ; I would  prefer 
it.  On  Tuesday  last,  a person  sold  oats  in  the  market  for  9 d.,  and  I saw  better  oats  go 
t.o  Mr.  Smith’s  for  8fc7.  I would  prefer  going  to  Mr.  Smith’s  than  to  any  public  crane ; but 
as  a system  all  over  the  country,  I think  the  general  market  would  be  the  best. 

1 1069.  Is  there  any  check  upon  a person  weighing  in  private,  if  he  wishes  to  defraud  ? — 
None  whatever. 

1 1070.  When  does  the  buying  here  begin  ? — At  ten  o’clock. 

11071.  When  is  it  generally  over? — Twelve  o’clock,  I think,  is  about  the  average,  but  it 
lasts  frequently  until  two  o’clock. 

1 1072.  If  a man  has  sold  his  corn  at  ten  minutes  after  ten  o’clock,  can  he  go  at  once  and 
weigh  ? — He  can. 

11073.  "Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — Yes ; by  the  112  pounds,  which  I think  would  be  the  best. 

11074.  Would  you  have  the  officers  at  the  head  of  the  market  empowered  to  arbitrate 
in  cases  of  dispute  between  buyer  and  seller  ? — Decidedly. 

11075.  You  would  not  leave  it  entirely  to  the  buyer  to  decide  ? — By  no  means. 

11076.  Would  you  have  penalties  recoverable  in  a summary  way  for  all  frauds  committed 
by  either  party  ? — I would. 

1 1077.  Would  you  have  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  to  the  pound,  and  abolish  every 
deduction  but  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack  or  firkin? — I think  so. 

11078.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  enclosed  fair-greens? — I would. 

11079.  Would  you  object  to  paying  a small  charge  upon  entering  the  fair-green? — I 
would  not.  I think  no  fair,  but  particularly  the  horse  fair,  ought  to  be  aUowed  in  the 
streets ; it  causes  very  great  risk. 

729e  Mr.  Walter  Scott  examined. 

Mr.  Walter  Scott.  11080.  Do  you  reside  in  Strabane  ? — Ido.  I wish  to  remark  that  1 think  the  decimal 
system  of  weighing  would  simplify  matters  to  an  immense  extent,  to  the  farmers,  and  to 
the  community  generally. 

11081.  Would  the  alteration  involve  much  expense  ? — It  would  take  some  expense;  but 
it  would  only  require  a very  little  time  to  understand  the  system. 

11082.  You  would  be  in  favour  of  the  alteration? — Most  decidedly. 

73Q  Mr.  John  M‘Crea  examined. 

Mr.  John  M'Crea.  11083.  Do  you  reside  in  this  neighbourhood? — I do. 

11084.  Do  you  agree  to  Mr.  Scott’s  suggestions  regarding  the  decimal  system? — I do, 
most  fully. 

1 1085.  Do  you  consider  the  accommodation  in  this  market  sufficient  ? — I do  not. 

110S6.  As  a general  rule,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  public  markets  established 
everywhere? — I would. 

11087-  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  enclosed  fair-greens? — Very  much  so. 

11088.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  would  object  to  pay  a small  charge  for  a good  standing  ? 
— I think  they  would  be  quite  willing  to  do  so,  and  I think  it  would  be  a great  advantage 
to  the  townspeople.  The  fair  is  held  here  opposite  the  post-office,  at  the  great  entrance 
to  the  town,  and  it  is  a very  great  inconvenience  to  all  parties. 

11089.  Would  you  have  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  standing  beam  to  the  pound, 
and  abolish  all  deductions  ? — I would ; most  certainly. 

11090.  Is  not  the  present  system  of  having  different  measures  everywhere  very  confusing 
to  the  farmer,  and  useless  to  the  buyer? — There  is,  generally,  one  uniform  system  for  each 
kind  of  produce,  and  there  is  not,  therefore,  that  great  confusion  ; but,  certainly,  all  ought 
to  be  weighed  in  the  same  way. 

11091.  Would  it  not  be  very  desirable  that  the  whole  transaction  should  close  in  the 
market,  and  that  the  clerk  of  the  market  should  make  up  the  ticket  the  same  as  if  it  were 
a merchant’s  store? — It  would  be  impossible. 

11092.  Why  ? — Because  the  prices  are  not  in  the  market  ticket. 

1 1093.  But  let  the  farmer  get  a buying  ticket  from  the  merchant  to  be  shown  to  the  clerk?' 
— That  might  be  very  advisable ; but  1 think  it  would  impose  too  much  trouble  upon  the  clerk. 
731,  Mr.  William  Singer  son  examined. 

Mr.  Wm.  Singerson.  1 1094.  Do  you  reside  in  Strabane,  and  what  is  your  occupation? — I do.  I am  a farmer 
and  manufacturer. 

11095.  Do  you  concur  generally  in  the  suggestions  which  have  been  made  here?— I do, 
to  the  fullest  extent;  and  I think  the  Government  would  confer  a great  benefit  upon  the 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


STRABANE, 

26  £h  January,  1863. 

728. 

Mr.  James  Torrens. 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


475 


country  by  giving  an  uniform  weight  of  1 1 2 pounds  to  the  hundred-weight,  which  is  the  STRABANE, 
mercantile  weight  in  law  in  all  commodities.  26 th  January,  1853. 

11096.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  decimal  system  ? — I would  prefer  the  1 12  pounds.  ~r 

I never,  indeed,  considered  it.  . 

11097.  Would  you  have  the  farmer  paid  for  every  pound  of  his  produce? — Certainly;  ' m-  Smgerson. 

why  should  the  merchant  want  a pound  over  what  is  his  right? 

11098.  Would  you  have  the  market  commence  at  a stated  hour? — Certainly. 

11099.  Do  you  think  the  accommodation  here  is  sufficient? — I think  it  is  very  good.  I 
think  the  grain  market  does  not  require  an  addition. 

11100.  Do  you  sell  in  this  market? — I do. 

11101.  Have  you  to  pay  the  barrowmen? — I think  it  is  only  a small  matter  to  give  6d.  to 
a barrowman ; 1 sell  very  little  here,  and  it  is  at  my  own  pleasure  if  I give  it. 

11102.  Would  you  have  enclosed  fair-greens  everywhere? — I would. 

11103.  Would  you  be  willing  to  pay  a small  charge  on  entering  ? — Very  willing. 


Receipts  and  Expenditure  on  account  of  Strabane  Markets. 


Receipts. 

Expenditure. 

Salaries.  | 

Rents. 

! 

Taxes 

and  Repairs. 

Incidental 

Expenses. 

Total. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

1850,  . 

813  8 4£ 

251  9 11 

244  .12  3 

62  16  6 

44  5 3 

603  3 ir 

1851,  . 

786  1 0 

245  13  10 

191  7 0 

23  2 7 

53  1 1 

513  5 0 

1852,  . 

785  17  G£ 

! 230  7 6 

145  3 4 j 

1G  8 1 

27  4 10| 

1 

419  3 9i 

The  above  statement  is  confined  to  the  markets,  and  does  not  include  any  of  the  town  expenses 
for  lighting,  cleansing,  repairing  streets,  &c.,  which  are  very  considerable. 

W.  Ramsay. 


Receipts  and  Expen- 
diture. 


At  a meeting  of  the  Strabane  Town  Commissioners,  held  on  Monday  evening,  24th 
January,  1853,  it  was  unanimously  resolved — 

“ That  a deputation  from  this  body,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ramsay,  Dr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Gwynn, 
Mr.  Lairmoni,  Mr.  Carlin,  Mr.  White,  Mr.  Tynan,  with  as  many  other  commissioners  as  can 
attend,  wait  on  the  Government  Market  Commissioners,  to  convey  to  them  our  satisfaction 
at  their  visiting  Strabane ; particularly  as  it  affords  us  an  opportunity  of  publicly  conveying 
to  the  legislature  an  expression  of  our  desire  for  an  equalization  of  weights  and  measures, 
and  an  uniformity  of  practice  in  the  management  of  public  markets,  not  only  in  Ireland,  but 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  generally.  That  our  experience  in  the  management  of  the  markets 
of  Strabane  (admittedly  one  of  the  largest  market-towns  in  the  north  of  Ireland)  has  taught 
us  that  the  want  of  uniformity  is  productive  of  much  confusion  and  litigation,  tending  to 
destroy  that  harmony  and  good  feeling  which  should  always  exist  between  the  merchant 
and  the  farmer ; leading  also  to  most  dishonest  practices  on  both  sides,  and  to  the  over- 
reaching and  injury  of  those  who  are  inexperienced  in  public  dealing.  A few  examples  will 
illustrate  these  observations : — 

“ In  the  flax  market,  the  hundred- weight  is  124  pounds,  hereby  allowing  four  pounds  for 
what  is  called  nettage,  a practice  which,  we  think,  might  be  dispensed  with  in  perfect  con- 
sistency with  justice;  and  we  have  lately  heard  of  a case  in  which  an  additional  nettage 
was  claimed  after  the  quantity  bought  exceeded  a ton  weight, — thus  proving  the  necessity 
for  an  improved  system. 

“ In  the  pork  market,  whether  the  dead  pig  sold  be  large  or  small,  a deduction  of  eleven 
pounds  is  made  for  nettage ; a deduction  which,  in  the  case  of  a small  pig — say  of  one  hun- 
dred-weight,— must  be  considered  exorbitant.  A live  pig  is  sold  for  what  it  is  supposed  to 
be  worth  without  any  deduction,  and  we  see  no  reason  why  a dead  pig  should  not  be  sold 
at  its  weight  in  the  same  way,  as  the  buyer  could  meet  his  loss  from  offals  by  commensurate 
lowness  in  the  price  per  hundred-weight. 

“ In  the  butter  market  much  annoyance  is  experienced,  arising  from  the  allowances  in 
weight  to  buyers  varying  in  different  towns ; some  towns  thinking  it  their  policy  to  make  large 
allowances,  to  encourage  the  attendance  of  buyers  in  their  markets,  and  others  thinking 
it  better  to  make  small  allowances,  to  encourage  the  patronage  of  farmers.  In  this  trade, 
too,  we  think  that  a stop  should  be  put  to  the  private  selling  of  what  is  called  “ lump  butter,” 
to  prevent  the  many  frauds  which  are  practised ; and  that  all  such  butter  should  be  bought 
by  weight  of  the  butter  market. 

“ In  the  sale  of  hay  and  straw  uniformity  is  also  required,  the  hundred-weight  being 
sometimes  112  pounds,  and  at  other  times  120  pounds. 

“ With  regard  to  fairs,  we  think  there  would  be  much  improvement  in  having  them  held 
in  places  appropriated  for  the  purpose  (charging  a small  toll  or  custom),  instead  of  the 
public  streets  and  roads,  as  at  present. 

“ W illiam  Ramsay,  Chairman.” 

3 P 2 
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FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


ENNISKILLEN, 
nth  January,  1858. 

732. 

Henry  Echliri,  esq. 


Enniskillen,  January  27,  1853. 

Henry  Echlin,  esq.,  examined. 

11104.  Do  you  reside  at  Enniskillen? — I do. 

11105.  Are  you  agent  to  Lord  Enniskillen? — I am. 

11106.  Under  wliat  patent  or  authority  are  the  markets  and  fairs  established  here  ? — 
There  was  a patent  to  Sir  Wm.  Cole,  predecessor  of  Lord  Enniskillen,  in  the  tenth  year  of 
the  reign  of  James  I. 

11107.  What  did  it  grant?— A weekly  market  on  Thursdays,  and  an  annual  fair  upon 
every  1 st  of  August — Lammas  day  with  tolls. 

1110S.  Was  there  a second  patent? — Yes;  letters  patent  were  obtained  by  the  late 
Earl  of  Enniskillen,  in  the  fifty-third  year  of  George  III.,  for  nine  fairs  to  be  held  on  the 
10th  of  each  of  the  following  months  : — January,  February,  April,  June,  July,  September, 
October,  November,  and  December. 

11109-  Is  there  any  other  patent  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any. 

11110.  What  are  the  market-days  now  ? — Monday  and  Tuesday,  the  butter  market ; and 
Thursday  the  principal  corn  market. 

11111.  Was  there  any  patent  obtained  for  the  markets  held  on  Monday  and  Tuesday? 
— No  ; they  were  merely  held  by  general  agreement. 

11112.  How  many  fairs  are  now  held? — Fourteen  in  the  year;  on  the  10th  of  every 
month  I have  named,  and  also  upon  the  10th  of  March,  10th  of  May,  26th  of  May,  10th  of 
August,  and  26th  of  October. 

11113.  When  were  the  additional  four  fairs  established  ? — I am  not  aware  ; it  was  before 
I was  agent  to  Lord  Enniskillen. 

11114.  Who  is  the  present  proprietor  of  the  fairs  and  markets  here  ? — The  Earl  of  En- 
niskillen. 

11115.  As  the  representative  of  Sir  William  Cole  and  the  late  Earl  of  Enniskillen? — 
Exactly. 

11116.  Are  there  tolls  paid  either  at  the  markets  or  the  fairs? — There  are  charges  for 
weighing ; but  I do  not  know  of  any  tolls. 

11117.  Suppose  a person  went  into  the  market  and  sold  there,  but  did  not  choose  to 
weigh,  would  he  have  to  pay? — No. 

11118.  Then  there  is  no  charge  except  cranage  fees? — None. 

11119.  Were  tolls  formerly  levied  here? — They  were.  . 

11120.  Why  were  they  abandoned  ? — It  was  because  they  were  of  little  value,  and  also 
there  was  a strong  feeling  against  them  in  1846  and  1847. 

11121.  They  have  not  been  collected  since? — Never. 

11122.  When  they  were  collected,  were  they  in  Lord  Enniskillen’s  own  hands  ? — Yes ; 
I received  them. 

11123.  Are  the  charges  for  weighing  paid  by  the  buyer  or  the  seller  ? — By  the  seller. 

11124.  Are  there  enclosed  market-places  here? — Yes. 

11125.  Has  any  public  body  any  control  over  the  markets  ? — I know  of  no  patent  granted 
to  any  public  body ; but  the  present  Town  Commissioners  enclosed  the  old  fair-green  after 
1847,  and  I believe  they  collect  trespass  there  for  the  use  of  it. 

11126.  Was  that  the  place  where  tolls  were  levied  by  Lord  Enniskillen? — It  was. 

11127.  Whose  property  was  it  ? — It  was  a public  common.  I understood  that  it  belonged 
to  the  town,  but  the  Town  Commissioners  afterwards  enclosed  it. 

Ill  28.  What  market  accommodation  have  you  got  at  present  ? — A corn  market  enclosed. 

11129.  Is  that  the  property  of  Lord  Enniskillen  ? — It  is. 

11130.  Is  it  surrounded  by  sheds  and  stores  ? — Yes. 

11131.  How  many  beams  and  scales  ? — One. 

11132.  Is  there  a weighmaster  ? — There  is. 

11133.  And  porters  and  barrowmen? — Yes. 

11134.  Is  there  a weigh-bridge  there  ? — No. 

11135.  What  is  sold  there  ? — Grain  of  all  sorts,  flax,  potatoes,  and  green  crops. 

11136.  Is  there  a second  market  ? — Yes ; a butter  and  grain  market  enclosed. 

11137.  Why  is  not  all  the  grain  sold  in  one  market?— It  is  not  large  enough,  and  the 
merchants  have  stores  in  both. 

11138.  How  many  beams  and  scales  in  the  second  market  ? — One  for  butter  and  two  for 
corn. 

11139.  Is  there  any  other  market  ? — There  is  a pig  market. 

11140.  Where  is  it  held? — In  the  public  streets. 

11141.  Is  there  a dead  pork  market  ? — No. 

11142.  Have  you  a fair-green? — Yes. 

11143.  Is  it  enclosed  ? — It  is. 

1 1 144.  Is  it  the  property  of  Lord  Enniskillen  ? — It  is. 

11145.  What  is  its  extent  ? — I think  four  acres,  statute  measure. 

11146.  Is  any  charge  made  there? — No,  it  is  toll  free. 

11147.  Has  a weighmaster  been  appointed  for  the  market? — Yes. 

11148.  By  the  Earl  of  Enniskillen  ?— Yes. 

11149.  Did  he  get  a regular  appointment? — He  did. 

11150.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a public  market  established  in  every  market 
town  ? — I would. 

11151.  Would  you  approve  of  having  the  officers  in  charge  of  public  markets  empowered 
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to  decide  disputes  between  buyer  and  seller,  with  an  appeal  to  the  magistrates,  if 
necessary  ?— The  late  Act  of  Parliament  gave  magistrates  the  power  of  adjusting  disputes 
at  fairs  or  markets. 

11152.  But  they  cannot  adjudicate  where  the  value  of  the  article  in  dispute  is  beyond 
£5  ? — I think  the  suggestion  you  make  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  carried  out. 

11153.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  uniformity  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — Most  certainly. 

11154.  Weighing  by  tons,  hundreds- weight,  and  pounds? — Yes. 

11155.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  decimal  system  ? — I cannot  say  I have. 

1 1 156.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  to  the  pound, 
standing  beam  ? — I would. 

11157.  I suppose  you  have  the  same  deductions  here  as  in  other  places? — There 
are  deductions  here. 

11158.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  paying  for  every  pound  of  the  farmer’s  produce,  and 
abolishing  these  deductions? — Yes;  1 think  it  would  prevent  frauds. 

11159.  And  simplify  matters  ? — Yes. 

11160.  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  oblige  the  persons  in  charge  of  the  public 
markets  to  keep  proper  statistical  returns  ? — I think  it  would  be  desirable ; and  if  the 
markets  were  properly  kept,  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  it. 

11161.  Do  you  think  all  fairs  should  be  removed  from  the  streets,  into  properly  enclosed 
fair-greens  ? — Most  certainly;  they  arc  a great  inconvenience  when  held  in  the  streets. 

1 1 1 62.  When  were  your  fairs  removed  to  the  present  ground  ? — On  the  26th  of  October 
last,  when  the  Commissioners  had  sold  the  old  fair-green  to  the  Derry  Itailway  Company, 
in  consequence  of  which  there  was  no  other  place,  and  Lord  Enniskillen  offered  the 
present  fair-ground. 

11163. 

11164. 

11165. 

11166. 


11167. 

11168. 

11169. 

11170. 

11171. 

11172. 

11173. 

11174. 

11175. 


N.B. — No  carts  or  cars  allowed  to  remain  in  these  yards  during  the  markets  heing  neid  ; any 
person  so  trespassing,  after  this  Notice,  shall  be  prosecuted  as  the  law  directs. 

By  order, 

June  1849.  Henry  Echlin. 

11176.  If  a person  sold  in  the  market,  and  did  not  weigh,  would  you  charge  him  any 
thing? — No ; but  almost  every  thing  is  weighed. 

11177.  Was  it  the  Earl  of  Enniskillen  or  Air.  Echlin  who  appointed  you? — Air.  Echlin. 

11178.  Is  the  corn  in  the  market  sold  upon  the  carts? — No,  it  is  put  down  in  the 
market. 

11179.  Does  the  market  begin  at  any  regular  hour  ? — It  does  not. 

11180.  No  bell  rings? — No. 

11181.  When  the  corn  is  weighed  how  is  it  taken  from  the  cranes  ? — We  have  men  with 
barrows  who  take  it  from  the  cranes,  and  if  it  has  to  be  delivered  about  the  town  the  parties 
do  it  themselves. 

11182.  Have  you  sufficient  accommodation  to  weigh  all  the  agricultural  produce  of  the 
town  without  much  delay? — We  have. 

11183.  Were  you  ever  sworn? — No. 

11184.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  corn? — Down  weight,  to  seven  pounds. 

11185.  If  the  scale  does  not  touch  the  ground,  do  you  throw  out  seven  pounds  ?— We  do. 

11186.  What  will  bring  the  scales,  with  a heavy  draught,  from  standing  beam  to  down 
weight  ? — I think  half  a pound. 

11187.  Then  the  farmer  may  lose  any  thing  short  of  seven  pounds  ? — He  may ; if  it  does 
not  strike  the  flags  underneath  we  do  not  call  it  weight,  but  the  scales  are  only  about  six 
•inches  from  the  ground. 


Is  the  new  fair-green  commodious  ! — 1 believe  very  muen  so. 

Does  it  give  satisfaction  ? — I believe  it  does. 

Are  the  cattle  separated? — They  are. 

And  parties  at  the  gates  to  prevent  them  from  getting  out  ? — Yes. 

Neal  Macken  examined. 

Do  you  reside  in  Enniskillen  ? — I do. 

Arc  you  in  charge  of  the  market? — 1 am. 

Were  you  appointed  by  Lord  Enniskillen? — I was. 

When  were  you  appointed? — In  1846. 

What  are  your  duties? — To  superintend  the  market  generally. 

Do  you  keep  accounts  ? — I do. 

And  account  for  your  receipts  to  Lord  Enniskillen  ? — Yes. 

Are  all  the  persons  employed  in  the  markets  at  fixed  salaries  ? — They  are. 
Is  this  your  list  of  charges  ? — It  is. 

Regulations  of  the  Enniskillen  Markets,  for  Weighing,  viz. : — 

s.  d. 


For  each  draught  above  20  stone,  . . . 0 2-| 

For  each  draught  from  20  stone  to  1 3 stone,  . . 0 2 

For  each  draught  not  exceeding  13  stone,  . . . 0 1 

All  carriers’  loading,  per  cwt.,  . . . - 0 Oj 

Meal,  wholesale,  subject  to  pay,  per  bag,  . . . 0 1 

Flax,  per  stone,  . . • • ■ • 0 0^, 

Butter,  per  cask  of  70  lbs.,  . . . . • 0 2 


ENNISKILLEN, 
27 th.  J anuary, 

732. 

Henry  Echlin,  ;esq. 


733. 

Neal  Macken. 
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ENNISKILLEN,  11188.  What  do  you  deduct  then  for  the  sack  ? — Seven  pounds,  unless  the  parties  make 
37 th  January,  1853.  an  agreement  to  have  the  sacks  weighed,  when  the  grain  is  emptied,  and  then  we  do  it 

without  making  any  additional  charge. 

"1®*  11189.  Does  the  seven  pound  lie  in  the  scales  ? — It  does. 

Neal  Macken.  ^ 1190.  It  is  never  brought  into  the  ticket  at  all  ? — Never. 

11191.  Do  you  keep  a copy  of  the  ticket  ? — We  do,  and  enter  all  in  a book. 

11192.  What  does  the  ticket  contain? — The  date,  the  seller’s  name,  and  the  weight  of 
the  article. 

1 1193.  Do  you  tot  up  the  ticket  ? — No. 

11194.  Is  there  any  beamage  or  other  deduction  ? — None. 

11195.  Could  you  tell  at  the  end  of  the  week  the  quantity  sold  ? — I could,  but  not  the 
prices. 

1 1 196.  How  do  you  weigh  butter? — Down  weight,  to  the  pound,  and  there  is  an  allow-* 
ance  given  of  five  pounds  to  the  seventy  pounds ; a cask  with  a tare  of  twelve  pounds  must 
weigh  eighty-seven  pounds  gross,  before  it  will  come  to  the  value  of  seventy  pounds. 

11197-  Do  you  always  take  the  tare  branded  on  the  firkin  ? — Yes,  and  we  keep  a cooper 
to  examine  if  there  be  any  thing  incorrect,  and  strip  the  firkin,  if  necessary. 

11198.  Do  you  deduct  five  pounds  from  small  or  large  firkins? — Yes;  they  are  all 
supposed  to  hold  seventy  pounds,  net. 

11199.  Does  the  merchant  make  any  charge  ?— He  generally  stops  3 d. 

11200.  What  is  that  for? — Storage  they  call  it. 

11201.  Do  not  you  give  them  stores  ? — Yes,  they  pay  a small  nominal  rent. 

1 1202.  Do  you  give  the  ticket  for  every  pound  ? — Certainly ; if  the  firkin  weighs  seventy- 
three  pounds,  1 give  the  ticket  for  seventy-three  pounds. 

1 1203.  If  the  firkin  be  under  seventy  pounds,  will  the  merchant  deduct  the  difference  ? 
—He  will. 

1 1204.  What  do  the  merchants  pay  for  stores? — Some  of  them  pay  5s.  a-year. 

1 1 205.  Is  butter  bought  by  the  1 1 2 pounds  weight  ? — No ; by  the  cask  of  seventy  pounds ; 
if  it  wants  two  pounds  or  three  pounds  of  that  weight,  so  much  is  deducted  from  the 
bargain. 

11206.  If  the  firkin  were  five  pounds  short,  does  the  buyer  deduct  five  pounds  at  the 
price  of  the  whole? — Yes;  the  same  price. 

11207-  How  is  flax  sold  ? — By  the  stone  of  sixteen  pounds. 

11208.  Is  there  any  deduction? — The  purchaser  takes  what  is  called  “netage” — half  a 
pound  to  the  stone. 

11209.  Would  you  weigh  any  quantity  as  a draught  ? — Any  quantity  whatever. 

11210.  Does  the  merchant  make  any  charge? — No  ; the  half-pound  to  the  stone  is  the 
only  perquisite  he  takes  off. 

11211.  How'  do  you  weigh  meal? — By  what  they  call  six  score  to  the  hundred-weight 

the  long  hundred-weight  of  120  pounds ; wo  weigh  down  weight,  to  the  pound. 

11212.  How  do  you  weigh  potatoes? — We  weigh  potatoes  in  sacks,  just  the  same  as 
corn,  down  weight,  to  seven  pounds  ; and  if  it  goes  above  twenty  stone,  we  take  one  stone 
off,  and  if  under  that,  half  a stone,  for  bag  and  dirt. 

11213.  Have  you  scales  which  you  let  out  for  potatoes? — Yes;  there  is  no  charge  for 
potatoes. 

11214.  Either  for  toR  or  weighing  ? — Neither. 

11215.  What  time  is  the  weighing  generally  over? — Sometimes  not  until  three  or  four 
o’clock,  just  according  as  the  grain  comes  in. 

11216.  Is  there  a butter  inspector  ? — No ; the  buyers  inspect  for  themselves. 

11217.  Is  there  a grain  inspector? — Yes; — but,  except  in  case  of  a dispute,  he  does 
not  act. 

11218.  What  is  your  office  called? — Storekeeper. 

11219.  Who  is  the  clerk  of  the  grain  market? — A person  named  Laurence  Martin. 

11220.  Do  the  farmers  complain  of  your  system  ? — They  do  not. 

11221.  Do  they  never  complain  of  your  using  no  smaller  weight  than  seven  pounds? 

That  has  been  always  the  custom. 

1 1222.  Is  wheat  sold  and  weighed  by  the  barrel  ? — Yes ; of  twenty  stone. 

11223.  How  are  oats  and  barley  sold  ? — By  the  stone. 


734.  Mr.  John  Halliday  examined. 

Mr.  John  Halliday.  1 1 224.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Three  miles  from  this  town. 

11225.  Do  you  buy  in  this  town  ? — I do. 

11226.  Do  you  consider  the  markets  well  conducted  ? — I think  them  tolerably  well  con- 
ducted. 

1 1227 . Is  the  accommodation  good  ? — Yes ; Lord  Enniskillen  furnishes  stores  at  a mode- 
rate rent  to  the  buyers ; but  I dislike  the  plan  of  having  no  stated  hour  for  commencing 
the  grain  market  or  closing  it. 

11228.  Is  the  market  accommodation  sufficient? — Yes,  if  thoroughly  attended  to,  but 
sometimes  there  is  great  confusion;  the  barrowmen  crowding  forward  do  not  understand 
each-  other,  and  quarrelling  occurs,  which  keeps  back  the  weighing  considex-ably. 

11229.  Have  the  farmers  to  pay  the  barrowmen? — Yes,  for  bringing  the  grain  to  the 
merchants’  stores ; I do  not  know  if  Lord  Enniskillen  pays  them  any  thing. 

11230.  What  do  the  barrowmen  generally  receive  ? — I think  Id.  a sack. 

11231.  If  a farmer  did  not  employ  these  men,  would  he  get  served  as  soon  as  another 
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man  who  did  ? — By  no  means  not  served  at  all ; there  is  a great  want  of  arrangement ; 
I think,  for  instance,  there  should  be  one  way  for  coming  in,  and  another  for  bringing  out 
the  grain. 

11232.  Do  you  think  the  weighing  is  satisfactorily  done? — I think  it  is  done  honestly 
and  fairly. 

11233.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  public  markets  established? — Most  certainly. 

11234.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  obliging  all  parties  to  buy  and  sell  there  ? — Quite  so. 

11235.  Do  you  conceive  that  a moderate  charge  for  the  support  of  such  a market  would 
be  any  restriction  upon  trade  ? — By  no  means  ; I think  it  would  give  great  facility ; I have, 
•with  much  pleasure,  attended  the  Belfast  market,  and  was  delighted  to  see  the  system  there. 

1 1 23G.  W ould  you  think  it  well  to  have  the  market  not  only  commence  but  also  close  at 
a fixed  hour  ? — Decidedly ; we  are  often  kept  here  until  night. 

1 1 237.  Would  you  have  a person  in  every  market  empowered  to  arbitrate  between  buyer 
and  seller  in  the  event  of  a dispute  ? — There  is  nothing  more  wanting. 

11233.  You  would  not  leave  the  matter  altogether  to  be  decided  by  the  buyer? — Cer- 
tainly not ; there  are  grievances  which  occur  here  occasionally  requiring  a remedy ; a man 
may  sell  you  a few  sacks  of  corn  ; you  take  his  name  down,  and  the  number  of  sacks,  and 
the  price ; and,  afterwards,  if  another  buyer  comes  to  that  man,  he  will  sell  the  sacks  over 
a^ain  for  a farthing  a stone  more,  if  he  can  get  it. 

11239.  You  would  have  penalties  recoverable,  in  a summary  way,  for  frauds  committed 
by  either  party  ? — Most  certainly. 

11240.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  over  the 
entire  country  ? — There  is  nothing  more  desirable. 

11241.  Would  you  have  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  standing  beam,  to  the  pound, 
and  deduct  nothing  but  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack  or  firkin  ? — Decidedly. 

11242.  Would  it  not  be  desirable,  to  oblige  the  head  officer  in  charge  of  each  market  to 
furnish  proper  statistical  returns  ? — I think  it  would. 

11243.  Would  you  have  all  fairs  removed  out  of  the  streets  into  properly  enclosed  fair- 
greens  ? — Certainly  ; for  instance,  here  there  is  only  one  public  street,  and  great  danger  has 
occurred  from  cattle  being  driven  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other  upon  fair-days.  I have 
seen  a gentleman’s  leg  broken  here  by  a horse  upon  a fair-day. 

11244.  Do  you  think  the  farmers,  generally,  would  object  to  pay  a small  charge  upon 
entering  the  fair-green  ? — Now  that  tolls  have  been  done  away  with,  I think  the  farmers 
would  not  like  to  have  to  pay  any  thing.  I think  it  would  be  very  satisfactory  to  have  some 
person  overseeing  the  grain  market,  and  let  him  see  that  grain  should  be  delivered  according 
to  sample. 

11245.  Would  it  not  be  a good  plan  to  make  him  the  person  to  prosecute  in  any  case  ot 
fraud?— Yes;  still  more  desirable. 

James  Lurney  examined. 

11246.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Within  three  miles  of  Enniskillen. 

1 1247.  Do  you  sell  here  ? — I do.  In  selling  fresh  butter  here,  the  buyers  take  eighteen 
ounces  to  the  pound. 

11248.  Is  that  sold  outside  the  market? — Yes;  Lord  Enniskillen  and  his  staff  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it. 

1 1249.  Why  is  it  not  taken  to  the  public  market  ? — It  is  sold  at  the  upper  end  of  the  town. 

11250.  Is  there  any  deduction  made  ? — No. 

11251.  Then  the  buyers  pay  for  every  ounce  ? — No,  only  as  if  they  were  getting  but  six- 
teen ounces  to  the  pound. 

Mr.  Edward  Ennis  examined. 

11252.  Do  you  i-eside  in  Enniskillen? — I do. 

11253.  You  are  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners  ? — I am. 

1 1254.  Have  you  any  information  to  give  us  regarding  the  markets  here  ? — Yes;  the  Town 
Commissioners  claim  the  rights  of  tolls  and  customs. 

1 1255.  Do  they  conceive  that  Lord  Enniskillen  has  no  rights? — No  rights  whatever.  We 
have  documentary  evidence  here  which  will  bear  us  out. 

11256.  How  do  you  get  over  the  fact  of  Lord  Enniskillen  having  two  patents  ? — On  the 
1st  of  May,  1618,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  tolls  were  granted  by  Sir  Wm.  Cole  to 
the  provost  and  burgesses  of  this  borough,  at  the  rent  of  £ i 1 Os.,  and  on  a lease  for’  ever ; and 
we  can  prove  by  an  old  record,  that  that  money  was  paid  for  a century  or  more. 

11257.  Then  you  only  contend  that  the  rights  were  transferred  to  the  Corporation? — 
Yes ; and  that  the  Town  Commissioners,  as  their  successors,  are  the  proprietors  now.  We 
have  an  old  book  of  the  Corporation,  by  which  we  can  show  that  the  money  was  paid,  with 
the  names  of  the  ancestors  of  the  present  Lord  Enniskillen,  vouching  for  the  accuracy  of 
our  statements. 

11258.  lias  the  payment  of  the  £7  10s.  rent  been  tendered  lately? — It  has  not  been 
demanded  lately;  but  it  was  paid  for  a century  and  upwards,  as  we  can  show.  The  lease 
taken  in  1826,  from  the  late  Lord  Enniskillen,  was  a mistake  upon  the  part  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, and  done  in  ignorance  of  their  rights.  The  market-house  is  now  the  property  of  the 
Commissioners;  they  had  to  go  to  law  with  the  Earl  of  Enniskillen  in  Dublin,  and  they 
recovered  it.  We  have  the  accounts  of  the  Corporation,  audited  upon  the  24th  of  June, 
1814,  and  a credit  taken  for  £83  5s.  6 d.,  for  taking  out  a patent  for  the  new  fairs,  and  the 
Corporation  paid  the  money. 


ENNISKILLEN, 
27  th  January,  1853, 

m 

Mr.  John  Halliday. 


735. 

Mr.  James  Lurney. 


736. 

Mr.  Edward  Ennis. 
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ENNISKILLEN, 
27  th  January,  1853. 

m. 

Mr.  Robert  Clegg:. 


Air.  Robert  Clegg  examined. 

1 1259.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Enniskillen. 

11260.  What  is  your  office  ? — I am  clerk  to  the  Town  Commissioners. 

11261.  Did  you  hold  any  office  under  the  old  Corporation  ? — I did ; from  the  year  1831, 
to  the  latter  end  of  1840,  as  collector  of  tolls  and  customs. 

11262.  Is  the  former  town  clerk  dead  ? — He  is. 

11263.  By  whom  were  you  appointed? — By  the  Corporation.  There  were  proposals 
put  in,  and  the  person  who  proposed  could  not  fulfil  the  contract,  and  the  Corporation  then 
appointed  me. 

11264.  Did  they  want  to  let  the  tolls  and  customs  ? — Yes. 

11265.  Who  had  let  them  for  years  before? — The  Corporation.  They  did  not  approve 
of  the  proposal  for  the  letting  of  them,  and  therefore,  they  appointed  me  to  collect  them, 
and  I collected  them  until  the  Corporation  broke  up  in  1840. 

11266.  With  whom  did  you  settle  your  accounts  ? — With  the  provost. 

11267.  Was  there  ever  any  claim  made  for  the  profits  of  the  tolls  and  customs  by  Lord 
Enniskillen  ? — No,  I always  settled  with  the  Corporation. 

1126S.  Did  you  ever  state  to  Air.  Echlin,  that  you  had  paid  the  money  over  to  Air. 
Maguire,  the  agent  of  Lord  Enniskillen  ? — I never  recollect  saying  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

• 1 1269.  Did  you  ever  pay  it  to  him  ? — Never  ; lie  might  be  in  the  room  at  the  time. 

11270.  To  whom  did  you  pay  it? — I always  laid  it  down  before  the  provost  and  the 
burgesses,  or  gave  it  to  Air.  Robert  Thompson,  the  agent  and  treasurer  of  the  Corporation. 

11271.  To  whom  did  you  pay  it  aftei-  September  1 835  ? — During  the  time  Thompson  was 
alive,  I settled  with  him,  and  took  his  receipt : and  after  iiis  death  I went  into  the  room  and 
settled  the  account  there,  and  the  receipt  was  signed  by  the  provost  and  one  of  the  burgesses. 

11272.  Had  you  any  other  Corporation  accounts? — Yes  ; I became  agent  for  other  Cor- 
poration property,  after  Air.  Thompson’s  death. 

11273.  Were  the  tolls  and  customs  kept  in  the  same  account  ? — No  ; quite  separately. 

11274.  You  never  accounted  for  the  tolls  to  any  of  Lord  Enniskillen’s  agents? — Never. 

11275.  You  never  took  Mr.  Alaguire’s  receipt  alone? — Never,  unless  it  was  signed  also 
by  the  provost  and  by  Air.  Alaguire  as  a burgess. 

11276.  By  whom  was  the  potato,  flax,  and  coi-n  markets  built? — By  the  Corporation. 

11277.  How  do  you  know?- -Because  I lent  £200  myself  to  the  Corporation,  and  got 
their  bond  for  it  towards  the  building  of  the  market  house. 

11278.  What  year  was  that? — Between  1S36  and  1838. 

11279.  Who  paid  you  the  interest? — It  was  always  deducted  from  the  amount  of  the 
'tolls  and  customs,  and  I handed  in  the  balance. 

11280.  Did  not  Air.  Ball  also  lend  money  to  the  Corporation,  for  which  he  got  their 
bond?— He  did. 

11281.  Did  you  pay  him  the  intei'est  out  of  the  tolls  and  customs? — I did. 

11282.  What  sum  was  expended  by  the  Corporation  upon  the  building  of  the  market? — 
About  £1,200. 

11283.  Did  you  since  give  up  your  bond? — I did.  Captain  Williams,  agent  to  Lord 
Enniskillen,  paid  me  for  it,  and  I gave  it  up  to  him. 

1 1284.  Out  of  what  was  the  balance  of  the  £1,200  paid  ? — Out  of  the  funds  of  the  Cor- 
poration. 

1 1285.  Did  Lord  Enniskillen  take  possession  of  the  market? — He  did. 

. 11286.  Did  he  get  possession  of  it  by  merely  paying  what  was  due  ? — Exactly. 

11287 . Was  your  bond  paid  before  the  Corporation  went  out  ? — No  ; not  until  after  they 
went  out. 

11288.  Were  they  in  receipt  of  the  tolls  until  their  dissolution? — They  were. 

' 1 1 289.  Was  the  meat  market  the  property  of  the  Corporation  ? — It  was ; I took  the  rents 
from  the  butchers  for  it. 

11290.  Were  the  Corporation  in  receipt  of  that  rent  up  to  the  time  of  their  dissolution? — 
They  were. 

11291.  What  became  of  the  market  afterwards  ? — It  was  ejected  for  non-payment  of  rent. 

11292.  What  was  the  rent  ? — £21  a-year. 

11293.  In  whom  did  the  property  rest  after  the  dissolution  of  the  Corporation  ? — In  the 
Board  of  Guardians. 

11294.  Who  was  then  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  ? — Lord  Enniskillen  ; and  ho 
had  the  ejectment  served  upon  himself  as  chairman. 

1 1295.  What  was  its  profit  at  the  time  it  was  Corporation  property? — I think  over  £400 
a-year. 

11296.  Did  the  Board  of  Guardians  allow  that  property  for  a year’s  rent  of  £21  to 
be  ejected  ? — They  did. 

11297.  Had  they  funds  at  the  time  ? — They  had  funds. 

1 1298.  Who  was  solicitor  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  at  the  time  ? — Air.  Chittick. 

11299.  Who  was  Lord  Enniskillen’s  private  solicitor? — Air.  Chittick. 

11300.  What  has  become  of  the  shambles  now? — They  are  turned  into  stables.  The 
ground  is  let  for  £20  a-year. 

11301.  Was  there  a linen  market  here  ? — There  was. 

11302.  And  tenements  ? — Yes. 

11303.  Did  the  Corporation  ever  let  the  tolls  and  customs? — They  did.  On  the  8th 
May,  1746,  there  is  an  entry  of  the  Corporation  applying  the  customs  to  the  building  of  a 
steeple  on  the  market-house. 
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Guy  Blalceney  examined. 

1 1304.  Do  you  reside  in  Enniskillen  ? — I do. 

11305.  Are  you  a fanner  ? — I am. 

1130(5.  Do  you  consider  the  market  here  well  conducted? I do. 

1,1307.  Do  you  over  pay  ku-rowmen ?— I do,  sometimes;  and  I think  they  could  be 
dispensed  with,  Out  we  would  not  be  conveniently  attended  to  if  we  did  not  pay  them 

11308.  Would  you  object  to  pay  a reasonable  charge  for  a public  market  ?— I would  liavo 
no  objection  at  all. 

11309.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  one  uniform  system  of  weighing  all  over  the  country? 
— Certainly.  J ' 

, 1,1.3.10:  Would  you  have  the  farmer  paid  for  every  pound  of  his  produce,  and  all  deductions 
abolished  . 1 would;  I have  no  objection  to  weighing  with  seven  pounds  weight  for  I 

would  not  lose  seven  pounds  perhaps  in  six  or  seven  sacks.  ° ’ 

11311.  Do  you  weigh  at  home?— I have  scales,  but  I never  weigh  until  I come  to  the 
market. 


1 ‘ 3,lo2'  5?ic!l  "'°Tltl  y°*  Prof®r  ]!avinS  your  corn  weighed  to  the  seven  pounds  or  to  one 
pound  (— 01  course  I would  prefer  having  it  weighed  to  one  pound,  but  I would  allow  the 
buyer  to  get  his  right. 

11313.  Do  you  object  to  five  pounds  beamage  out  of  a firkin  of  butter  ? I object  to  that 

more  than  in  corn ; but  it  docs  not  make  much  difference,  if  the  buyer  did  not  «-et  it  ■ 
he  would  not  give  the  price.  J b 

11314.  Does  it  not  make  a difference  as  regards  yaluations,  which  are  all  founded  upon 
prices? — It  may  m that  way.  1 

1 1313.  Do  they  deduct  eleven  pounds  hero  for  a pig  ?—  Only  four  pounds  in  this  market. . 


Ballinamore,  January  28,  1853. 

George  L’ Estrange,  esq.,  examined. 

H|!®-  9gent for.tljd.propfietoivof Balhnamore?: — assist  my  fatheiywhois  agent  ’ 

1 131  ( . V ho  is  the  proprietor  ?— Mrs.  Jones.  ° 

11318.  Is  Mrs.  Jones  the  owner  of  the  fairs  and  markets?— She  is 
, 11319.  By  what  authority  does  she  hold  them  ?-By  a patent,  the  date  of  which  I cannot 
give  you  at  present,  hut  I have  no  doubt  I can  get  you  a copy  of  it. 

1 1320.  Is  she  the  representative  of  the  original  patentee? She  is. 

11321.  Does  Mrs.  Jones  reside  here  ? — No,  in  Kent. 

11322.  What  are  the  market-days? — Tuesday  in  every  week. 

11323.  What  .are  the  fair-days  ?— The  first  Tuesday  after  the  12th  of  February,  the  12th 
of  May,  the  first  luesday  after  the  12th  of  August,  and  the  12th  of  November  " 

11324.  Are  these  the  fairs  mentioned  in  the  patent?— I believe  so 
1 1325.  Have  any  additional  fairs  been  established  ?— Never,  that  I am  aware  of 
1 1320.  Is  there  a market  held  on  any  other  day  but  Tuesday  ?— No 
11327.  Was  the  property  always  in  the  Jones  family  ?-No ; it  was  by  purchase  from 
Lawrence  Parsons.  It  lias  been  in  the  family  from  1660.  J ~ 

1 132^.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market? — Mrs.  Jones  does  not  levy  anv 

11329.  Did  she  ever  levy  them?— She  did. 

11330.  When  did  she  cease  collecting  them? — Four  years  a^o  ■ I think  in  1848 
TU‘113  n:  w< thcy  in  her  0W1J  ha!uls  ?~No  ; sbe  rented  them  to  a person  named  James 
M Loghlin.  There  was  no  market-house  here  for  a long  time,  but  every  thing  was  sold 
about  the  streets,  which  was  a great  nuisance  and  detriment  to  the  public:  and  after 
Irequent  representations,  she  resolved,  at  a sacrifice  and  expense  to  herself  of  over  £l  000 
to  erect  a market-house  lor  the  benefit  of  herself  and  the  public ; she  was  also  advised  that 
the  best  way  to  accommodate  the  people,  and  improve  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  was  to 
abolish  tolls  altogether,  and  merely  make  a moderate  charge  for  cranage  fees.  She  issued 
a proclamation  to  that  effect,  and  intimated  to  the  former  tenant,  Mr.  M-Loghlin  that  she 
~|for°  UP  anJ  claim  for  rent  which  she  had  upon  him,  and  which  then  amounted 

11332.  Was  there  a written  agreement  held  by  Mr.  M'Loghlin  ?_I  never  saw  any  • but 
1 believe  his  grandfather  was  the  person  originally  appointed. 

11333.  Did  he  pay  a regular  rent?— Yes;  £50,  Irish.  At  the  time  of  which  I speak 
there  was  upwards  of  a year’s  rent  due,  and  when  Mrs.  Jones  informed  Mr.  M‘Lo°-hliu  of 
her  intention  to  abandon  the  tolls,  and  that  he  ceased  to  he  her  tenant,  she  gave  up  the 
rent  due  as  a sort  of  compensation  to  him.  I understand  now  that  tolls  are  still  levied  not- 
withstanding that  notice,  by  Mr.  APLoghlin  himself. 

11334.  Does  he  pay  Mrs.  Jones  any  rent  ? — None  whatever. 

1 1335.  Does  lie  levy  tolls  on  his  own  account  ? — He  does. 
fact1336’  With0Ut  any  authoritY  from  her  ?— Without  any  authority;  quite  the  reverse,  in 

11337-  Do  the  people  pay  willingly  after  notice  had  been  posted  that  Mrs.  Jones  would 
not  require  tolls  any  longer  ? — I believe  the  people  cannot  get  their  cattle  out  of  the  fail's 
pa-Y;  T]lc  market-house  'milt  by  Mrs.  Jones,  I may  sav.  is  not  used  at  all. 
11338.  Are  there  also  tolls  at  the  markets  ? — There  are. 

1 1339.  Levied  by  Mr.  M'Loghlin  ? — Yes. 

3 Q 
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4S8  FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 

11340  Where  are  the  markets  Feld? — In  the  middle  of  the  streets. 

11341.  Is  there  a schedule  of  the  charges  made  by  Mrs.  J ones  for  weighing  posted  np 

- ti.p  markets  ? There  is.  I may  mention,  that  when  Mrs.  Jones  found  that  Mr. 

M'Loghlin  continued,  in  contempt  of  her,  to  levy  tolls,  she  thought  herself  fairly  entitled 
to  all  rent  due  up  to  that  time  ; and  there  was  a law-smt  about  it  tried  at  the  assizes,  and 

^1 13*42.°%as  there  a*  lease  produced  on  the  trial  ? — No ; he  was  proved  to  be  a yearly 
tenant  by  the  payment  of  rent. 

11343.  Where  are  the  fairs  held  ? — In  a fair-green. 

11344.  Are  tolls  levied  there? — There  are. 

11345.  By  Mr.  MTiOghlin  ?— Yes. 

11346.  To  whom  does  the  ground  belong  ? — To  Mrs.  Jones. 

11347.  She  levies  no  tolls  ? — None  whatever.  . „ 

1 1 348.  Is  there  a schedule  of  the  charges  for  weighing  posted  up  in  the  market-square  ' 

H349  Can  you  state  what  these  charges  are? — Oats,  per  sack,  2d. ; Oatmeal,  per 
hundred- weight,  Id.-,  potatoes,  per  load,  2d. ; butter,  per  tub  2d.;  open  butter  under 
eio-bt  pounds,  hi,  under  sixteen  pounds.  Id.,  over  sixteen  pounds,  up  to  twenty  pounds, 
Hd.,  over  twenty  pounds,  2d.;  wool  and  flax,  hi.  a stone  On  the  weigh-bridge-coals, 
4d.  a load;  hay  and  straw,  3d.  a load.  The  board  states,  that  all  tolls  and  customs  arc  to 

be  discontinued  by  order  of  Mrs.  Jones.  „ v 

11350.  Has  a weighuiaster  been  appointed  by  Mrs.  Jones  .—Yes.  . 

11351.  Was  he  regularly  sworn  under  the  4th  Anne,  c.  14  ?— No  ; merely  appointed  by 

Mn  352. 6 Is  there  a pig  market  here  ?— Yes ; an  enclosed  square  for  pigs;  also  the  property 

of  Mrs.  Jones.  . . , „ 

1 1353.  Is  there  much  weighing  done  in  your  market  t— JNo ; very  little. 

11354.  When -was  the  new  market  opened  ? — I think,  in  1848.  . 

11355.  Did  the  notices  posted  by  Mrs.  Jones  state,  that  after  a certain  day  tolls  and 

customs  would  be  abolished — They  did.  , . , , 

1 1356  Why  do  the  people  not  make  use  of  Mrs.  Jones’  market,  when  there  are  no  tolls 
charged  there'?— It  must  be  some  party  business  altogether— I cannot  understand  it  myself 
otherwise  Mrs.  Jones  wished  to  explain  her  views  upon  the  subject  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Ballinamore,  and  she  printed  this  letter,  which  I sent  round  to  the  respectable  houses  in 
the  town,  and  read  the  paper  in  the  presence  of  most  of  the  inhabitants,  and  they  all  seemed 
to  agree  and  feel  very  much  as  I did  upon  the  question.  The  people  addressed  a 
memorial  to  her,  to  which  the  letter  was  a reply  : 

Gentlemen, — I have  received  the  memorial  which  you  entrusted  to  Mr.  L’Estrange  for 
delivery  to  me.  In  the  memorial  you  state  that  your  hopes  of  the  revival  of  your  trade 
and  improvement  of  your  town  have  been  disappointed,  “ in  consequence,  it  is  said,  of  some 
misunderstanding  between  Mrs.  Jones  and  Mr.  James  M‘Loghlin,  weiglvmaster  and  possessor 
of  the  tolls  and  customs  of  this  town  ; ” and  you  seem  to  intimate  that  the  blame  of  that  mis- 
understanding rests  upon  me.  I am  anxious  to  relieve  myself  from  tins  very  unjust  impu- 
tation and  I gladlv  take  this  opportunity  to  present  to  you  a correct  statement  ot  the  facts 
(of  which  you  appear  to  be  ignorant)  which  have  taken  place  between  me  and  Mr.  M'Loghlm. 
Upon  a fair  consideration  of  that  statement,  I am  confident  impartial  judges  will  not  con- 
clude that  I have  impeded  the  revival  of  the  trade  or  the  improvement  of  your  town,  it 
was  my  most  anxious  desire  when  I became  the  landlady  of  the  Leitrim  Estate  to  improve 
the  whole  estate,  and  especially  the  towns  of  Ballinamore  The  first  steps  towards  that 
improvement  I did  believe  to  be  the  abolition  of  the  market  tolls  ot  that  town,  and  the 
erection  of  a market-house  within  its  precincts.  . 

When  I was  informed  of  the  mode  of  collecting  these  tolls,  the  condition  of  the  persons 
by  whom  they  were  paid,  and  the  injurious  effects  of  such  a collection  upon  the  market  of 
Ballinamore, 'I  resolved  to  abolish  the  tolls.  When  I came  to  this  resolution,  Mr.  M‘Logli!m 
was  weighuiaster,  and  also  the  lessee  of  the  tolls,  at  a rent  of  £50  a year,  payable  to  me. 
I did  not  hesitate  to  sacrifice  this  annual  payment,  and  I caused  Mr.  M'Loglilm  to  be  in- 
formed that  1 had  abandoned  my  right  to  the  tolls,  that  he  was  to  desist  from  the  col  cction 
of  them  in  future  : and  further,  as  I was  most  unwilling  that  he  should  suffer  m any  degree, 
that  I released  and  gave  up  to  him  all  arrears  of  rent  due  by  him  to  me  as  lessee  of  the 
tolls,  which  arrears  "then  amounted  to  £75.  I did  expect  that  a proposal  so  advantageous 
to  the  public  and  to  Mr.  M‘Loghlin,  would  have  been  readily  acceded  to,  that  he  would 
have  desisted  from  the  collection  of  the  tolls,  and  the  people  would  have  gladly  declined 
to  pay  them ; but  I found  I was  mistaken,  Mr.  M‘Loghlin  continued  to  collect  the  toffs  and 
the  people  to  pay  them.  . ,. 

This  conduct  of  Mr.  M‘Loglilin  compelled  me  most  reluctantly  to  take  legal  proceedings 
against  him ; after  much  litigation  I obtained  decrees  against  him,  yet  I was  willing  to  give 
up  the  sums  decreed  to  me,  provided  Mr.  M‘Loghlin  would  undertake  to  acquiesce  m my 
resolution,  that  the  market  tolls  should  be  abolished,  and  to  desist  from  the  collection  of 
them.  To  these  reasonable  and  moderate  terms  Mr.  M'Loghhn  would  not  assent,  and 
again  I was  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  the  law,  and  insist  upon  the  payment  of  the 
sums  decreed  to  me.  ’ ...  . , , ,, 

I have  now  related  the  course  pursued  by  myscll  and  Mr.  M Loghlin  m respect  to  the 
abolition  of  the  market  tolls  of  Ballinamore,  and  I proceed  to  the  erection  of  the  market- 
house  in  that  town.  Those  in  whom  I had  confidence  advised  me,  that  I should  confer  a 
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groat  public  benefit  if  I would  erect  at  my  own  expense,  a commodious  market-house  in 
Ballinamore.  Corn,  butter,  and  flax,  the  produce  of  the  surrounding  country,  are  the  articles 
principally  sold  in  the  markets  of  Ballinamore.  The  corn  has  hitherto  been  conveyed  to 
the  town  by  land  carriage,  and  at  the  cost  of  much  labour.  The  sale  of  the  corn,  butter, 
and  flax  was  represented  to  me  as  taking  place  in  the  open  street,  and  generally  at  a very 
late  hour  of  the  day.  The  seller  was  therefore  at  the  mercy  of  the  buyer — if  he  declined  to 
take  the  price  offered,  he  must,  with  much  labour,  and  in  the  dark  night,  remove  his  corn, 
&c.,  &c.,  to  his  own  home,  or  else  leave  it  in  some  insecure  place,  exposed  to  all  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather.  Convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  above  facts,  and  believing  it  was 
my  duty  to  relieve  the  people  attending  the  markets  at  Ballinamore  from  such  serious  in- 
conveniences, I resolved,  though  it  was  most  inconvenient,  to  expend  a large  sum  upon  a 
market-house.  I obtained  a good  place,  I gave  a convenient  site,  and  I expended  on  the 
building  and  fittings  a sum  exceeding  £900. 

When  the  establishment  was  completed,  I caused  a scale  of  charges,  for  the  use  of  it,  to 
be  prepared.  This  scale  was  formed  on  the  model  of  those  adopted  in  private  market 
houses  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  It  was  calculated  that  the  total  produce  of  the  market 
house  (if  used),  according  to  the  proposed  scale,  would  afford  a bare  equivalent  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  money  expended  upon  it,  the  annual  repairs,  and  the  wages  of  the  persons  em- 
ployed in  it.  I did  not  speculate  on  any  advantage'to  myself,  except  what  might  arise  from 
the  general  improvement  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Ballinamore. 

The  market-house  was  complete  in  every  respect  in  the  month  of  May,  in  the  year  1848. 
It  held  out  these  advantages  to  the  poor  man.  If  he  brought  grain,  butter,  or  flax  to  the 
market,  he  might  take  it  at  once  to  the  market-house,  have  it  weighed  there,  and  then 
placed  in  safety  under  cover,  there  to  remain  during  that  day,  and  until  the  next  market 
day ; he  thereby  became  subject  to  a charge  for  weighing,  and  to  that  charge  alone.  If  he 
could  not  sell  on  the  first  market  day,  he  was  at  liberty  to  leave  his  grain,  &c.,  &c.,  until 
the  next  market  day ; but  if  he  left  it  beyond  that  day  he  was  in  that  event  only  required 
to  pay  storage  for  it.  Advantages  such  as  these,  I had  hoped  would  have  been  duly  appre- 
ciated and  gladly  accepted  ; but  the  market-house,  with  all  its  accommodation,  lias  remained 
up  to  this  present  hour,  comparatively  speaking,  unused.  Situated  as  I am,  I cannot  pre- 
tend to  discover  or  state  the  causes  which  have  led  to  this  extraordinary  result.  All  my 
efforts  to  improve  the  town  of  Ballinamore  have  been  baffled ; yet  thus  discouraged,  I have 
not  abstained  from  further  efforts,  and  I have  accordingly  contributed  to  the  preliminary 
expenses  of  the  Navigation  and  Drainage  Works,  which  have  given  to  the  town,  water  car- 
riage and  a convenient  landing  quay.  I have  now  arrived  at  the  concluding  paragraph  of 
your  memorial,  which  appears  to  me  to  state  the  real  object  of  those  who  signed  it,  viz  : — 
“ That  I ‘ should  authorize  some  one  ’ to  come  and  finally  to  settle  the  matter  misunder- 
stood as  between  me  and  Mr.  M'Loghlin.” 

I can  assure  you  there  is  no  misunderstanding  on  my  part,  and  the  above  statement 
clearly  shows  that  there  is  not.  Mr.  M'Loghlin  has  no  authority  from  me  to  act  as  weigh- 
master,  he  has  no  authority  to  collect  the  tolls  and  customs  of  the  town.  I have  abolished 
them,  and  I caused  a printed  notice  to  that  effect  to  be  posted  generally  in  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  it.  I am  very  unwilling  to  believe  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  me  to 
render  any  service  to  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Ballinamore ; but  until  the  obstacles 
which  hitherto  have  existed,  and  still  do  exist,  shall  have  been  removed,  I feel  that  I am 
powerless,  and  that  any  attempt  to  gratify  my  own  inclinations  would  be  useless. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  faithfully  yours, 

(Signed),  Catherine  P.  Jones. 

Hagle  Place,  Maidstone,  March  19,  1851. 

11357.  Do  things  remain  in  the  same  state  at  present? — They  do;  in  fact,  I believe 
there  is  less  weighed  in  the  market-house  now  than  there  was  then. 

Mr.  James  M‘Loghlin  examined. 

11358.  Do  you  reside  in  Ballinamore? — I do. 

11359.  Were  you  lessee  of  the  tolls? — 1 rented  them  from  year  to  year.  Mrs.  Jones 
admits  that  I was  the  lessee  and  weighmaster. 

11360.  By  whom  were  you  appointed  weighmaster? — By  the  late  Colonel  Jones. 

11361.  Have  you  a written  appointment? — Yes;  and  I was  regularly  sworn  in. 

11362.  Under  the  4th  Anne,  c.  14? — Yes. 

11363.  In  what  year? — I think  about  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  ago. 

11364.  You  also  rented  the  tolls? — Yes ; at  £50  a-year,  Irish.  My  grandfather  occu- 
pied the  place  in  1770,  my  father  succeeded  him,  and  I succeeded  my  father.  I believe 
my  father  was  in  possession  about  50  years. 

11365.  Did  you  make  any  fresh  contract? — Never. 

11366.  You  always  recognized  Mrs.  Jones  as  proprietor  of  the  fairs  and  markets? — Yes; 
and  paid  her  rent. 

11367.  What  are  your  charges  ? — The  same  as  that  toll-board — it  was  from  my  toll-board 
that  was  taken. 

11368.  Do  you  not  charge  toll  on  grain? — No;  there  was  a Id.  a hundred-weight  on 
meal,  and  I gave  it  up,  I think,  in  the  year  1848.  If  meal  was  weighed  we  then  charged 
Id.  more,  but  I gave  up  the  toll. 

11369.  What  do  you  charge  for  potatoes? — Id.  and  sometimes  lid.  a load. 
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11370.  Is  that  for  weighing? — Yes ; there  was  no  toll  upon  any  thing  except  cattle  and 
meal. 

11371.  Do  you  charge  for  butter  and  pork  ? — Yes ; for  standings  in  the  streets. 

11372.  Have  you  a toll-board  up  ? — I have. 

11373.  What  do  you  charge  for  standings? — One  penny  for  some,  2d.  for  others. 

11374.  Is  there  a charge  on  cattle  ? — Only  when  they  are  sold. 

11375-  When  you  were  served  with  a notice  by  Mrs.  Jones  to  abandon  the  tolls,  did  you 
abandon  them  ? — I was  never  served  with  a notice. 

11376.  Were  you  served  with  a notice  that  your  rent  would  not  be  demanded  from  you  ? 
— Never. 

11377.  Than  what  is  stated  to  that  effect  is  untrue  ? — The  greater  part  of  it  is.  There 
was  no  information  given  to  me  except  the  notices  posted  through  the  town. 

1137S.  Were  you  never  spoken  to  or  written  to  by  Mr.  L’Estrange,  or  by  any  one  on  his 
' behalf  ? — N ever. 

11379-  Have  you  schedules  of  your  charges  posted  up? — Yes;  one  at  each  gap,  on 
market  and  fair  days 

11380.  What  are  your  charges ? — Milch  cows,  (hi.  each;  dry  cows,  Ad. ; three  year  old 
heifers,  id.  ; two  year  old,  3d.  ; one  year  old,  2d.  Horses,  (id.  each  ; pigs,  3d. ; sucking 
pigs,  k7.;  sheep,  2d. ; lambs,  1(7.;  carloads,  10(7.;  backloads,  4(7.;  tents,  Is.  each. 

113SI.  If  cattle  come  in  on  a market  day,  do  you  make  any  charge  ? — No  cattle  come  in 
on  a market  day.  We  charge  2d.  for  pigs ; lc7.  for  sheep  ; and  \d.  for  lambs. 

1 J 382.  Is  it  only  in  consequence  of  your  not  being  served  with  a notice  that  you  levy 
tolls  ? — No. 

11383.  What  authority  have  you  ? — I have  authority. 

11384.  Would  you  state  what  it  is? — I am  in  possession,  and  until  I am  put  out  I will 
remain  in  possession. 

11385.  You  still  continue  to  levy  tolls? — I do. 

11386.  Do  you  claim  to  be  the  tenant  of  the  tolls? — I do. 

11387.  Are  you  paying  rent  for  them? — No. 

11388.  Is  it  because  it  was  not  demanded? — No.  I conceive  I am  not  bound  to  pay 
reut  when  they  have  interfered  with  me,  and  deprived  me  of  the  means  of  paying  it. 

1 1389.  How? — By  taking  away  the  tolls  for  which  people  were  liable. 

11390.  Was  it  not  to  Mrs.  Jones  they  were  liable  ? — No ; to  me. 

1 1391.  Were  not  the  tolls  of  the  town  hers? — She  is  the  owner,  beingthc  representative 
of  the  patentee,  but  the  tolls  are  due  to  me  as  tenant. 

11392.  If  she  chooses  to  give  them  up,  do  you  conceive  you  have  a right  to  levy  them  ? — 
I am  informed  that  I have. 

1 1393.  Do  the  people  pay  willingly  ? — They  do. 

11394.  Have  any  parties  refused? — No. 

11395.  Has  no  person  ever  refused? — Not  for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years. 

11396.  If  a person  refused,  what  would  you  do? — Put  the  law  in  force — fine  the  party  1 0&\ 

11397.  Under  what  statute? — I do  not  know  the  statute.  I do  not  recollect. 

1139S.  Can  you  fine  parties? — I can  summon  them  before  a magistrate. 

11399.  Did  you  ever  summon  a party  ? — I did. 

11400.  What  was  the  decision? — The  decision  of  the  magistrates  was  that  he  could  be 
fined  10s.  „ 

11401 . Yfas  there  a full  bench  ? — There  were  two  magistrates,  Mr.  Fender  and  Mr.  Lawe. 
That  was  before  the  other  place  was  built. 

1 1402.  If  any  person  came  in  and  refused  to  pay  now,  would  you  take  the  same  pro- 
ceedings ? — I would ; but  they  never  refuse.  * 

11403.  If  a person  refused,  would  you  distrain  ? — I would. 

11404.  Then  do  you  consider  that  Mrs.  Jones  has  no  power  to  put  an  end  to  the  agree- 
ment that  is  between  you  and  her? — Yes,  that  is  my  statement. 

1 1405.  And  that  she  has  no  power  to  make  the  country  a present  of  these  tolls,  but  that 
you  arc  at  liberty  to  exact  them  as  long  as  you  please  ? — No  ; i do  not  say  that. 

11408.  How  long  will  you  keep  them  ? — I cannot  state. 

11407.  And  the  people  pay  you  willingly  ? — They  do. 

11408.  Although  Mrs.  Jones  has  given  a fair-green  free? — Yes. 

1 1409.  You  never  have  to  resort  to  any  violence  to  collect  the  toll? — No  ; nothing  of 
the  kind. 

11410.  Do  you  only  levy  upon  cattle  sold  ? — Yes,  when  they  are  leaving  the  fair. 

11411.  How  do  you  ascertain  that  they  ai’e  sold  ? — The  owners  tell  me. 

11412.  if  they  say  they  arc  not  sold  ? — Then  1 lot  them  go. 

11413.  Do  you  put  them  through  any  form  ? — No,  that  was  done  long  ago,  but  not  now. 

1 1414.  Have  you  a board  and  collectors  at  each  gap  ? — I have. 

11415.  Is  much  toll  eyaded? — I tliinlc  not. 

1 1416.  Is  there  any  document  between  you  and  Mrs.  Jones? — I believe  there  is. 

11417.  If  a party  went  to  Mrs.  Jones’  market,  would  you  collect  any  thing? — No;  I 
never  interfere  with  them.  In  regard  to  the  rent,  Mrs.  Jones  got  a decree  against  me  for 
half  a year’s  rent,  which  became  due  after  the  notices  were  published,  and  I got  that  decree 
reversed.  The  decree  was  given  for  all  rent  up  to  the  posting  of  the  notices,  but  the 
decree  for  the  rent  afterwards  was  reversed  by  the  judge. 

11418.  Was  it  in  consequence  of  your  having  shown  that  you  suffered  a loss  by  the 
posting  of  the  notices? — It  was. 
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11419.  ITow  do  you  account  for  parties  going  to  your  crane,  with  bad  accommodation,  BALLINAMOltE, 
when  they  can  get  good  accommodation  in  the  other  market  ? — It  is  out  of  regard  for  me ; mh  January,  1853. 
I have  been  weighing  for  them  twenty-two  years,  or  longer,  and  they  get  fair  play  there. 

] 1420.  How  many  beams  and  scales  have  you  ? — Three.  Mr  Jas  M'Logl'ifin. 

11421.  In  the  public  thoroughfare? — One  of  them  is  on  the  side  of  the  street,  and  the 
other  two  are  upon  the  green. 

1 1422.  You  weigh  grain,  potatoes,  butter,  oatmeal,  and  flax? — Yes. 

11423.  Any  dead  pork  ? — No. 

1 1424.  Would  you  charge  toll  upon  cattle  on  a market  day  ? — No. 

11425.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  corn  ? — Down  weight,  to  the  seven  pounds. 

11420.  If  the  scale  would  not  touch  the  ground,  would  you  then  throw  out  seven 
pounds  ? — Y es. 

11427.  What  would  bring  the  scale  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight? — With  a 
draught  of  three  hundred-weight,  it  would  take  three  pounds  or  four  pounds.  If  it  were 
only  one  pound  light,  I would  not  throw  it  out. 

11428.  Are  you  aware  that  that  system  is  contrary  to  law,  and  that  corn  should  be 
weighed  standing  beam  ? — That  is  the  way  of  doing  business  in  every  market. 

11429.  J)o  you  deduct  any  beamage  ? — No. 

11430.  What  do  you  deduct  for  the  empty  sack?— Seven  pounds,  independent  of  the 
weight;  but  I think  it  generally  weighs  about  that  much. 

11431.  What  do  you  charge  ? — One  penny  for  eight  stone,  and  up  to  fifteen  or  sixteen 
stone ; and  from  that  HcZ.,  up  to  twenty -four  stone  ; and  from  that  2d. 

11432.  Do  you  charge  any  more  than  2d.  ? — No. 

1 1433.  Have  you  a board  posted  up  showing  your  charges  ? — I have. 

1 1434.  Is  your  system  of  weighing  all  kinds  of  grain  the  same  ? — It  is. . 

1 1435.  How  do  you  weigh  potatoes?— If  they  are  weighed  in  baskets  we  weigh  to  the  pound. 

11436.  How  do  you  weigh  oatmeal? — We  weigh  it  more  nice  than  oats,  to  the  pound, 
with  a cast  of  the  beam  only,  and  just  deduct  what  the  sacks  weigh. 

1 1437.  How  do  you  weigh  potatoes  in  sacks  ? — To  the  seven  pounds. 

1 H3S.  How  do  you  weigh  butter? — In  firkins  and  tubs. 

11439.  Is  there  a large  butter  market  here  ? — No,  indeed. 

11440.  Do  the  buyers  themselves  qualify  ? — They  do. 

11441.  Do  you  make  any  charge  if  parties  do  not  weigh  butter  ? — Certainly  not. 

1 1 442.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  butter  ? — Down  weight,  to  the  pound,  in  firkins, 
and  in  open  butter  to  the  half  pound,  and  half  a pound  will  bring  the  scale  down  ; three 
pounds  deduction  is  made  upon  every  firkin. 

11443.  If  a cask  weighed  three  quarters  gross,  and  the  tare  was  twelve  pounds,  what 
weight  would  you  call  it? — Sixty-nine  pounds. 

11444.  Do  buyers  pay  for  more  than  seventy  pounds  ? — They  do  not. 

11445.  Do  you  always  deduct  the  tare  branded  ?— Yes,  unless  the  firkin  is  stripped. 

11446.  If  you  stripped  a firkin,  and  it  weighed  what  was  tared  upon  it,  what  would  you 
deduct  ? — Nothing  more. 

11447.  Does  the  buyer  make  any  charge  ? — He  charges  Ad.  along  with  2d.  to  me. 

1 1448.  What  is  that  for  ?— Cooperage  and  storage. 

11449.  Do  all  parties  weigh  with  you?— They  do  this  year. 

11450.  If  a buyer  weighs  at  his  own  house,  does  he  charge  6d.  all  the  same? — No  buyer 
weighs  at  his  own  house. 

11451.  Is  the  butter  bought  by  the  hundred-weight  or  by  the  firkin?— By  the  firkin  ot 
seventy  pounds. 

11452.  Is  any  thing  under  seventy  pounds  deducted  ? — It  is. 

1 1453.  Do  you  weigh  the  butter  out  ? — I do. 

11454.  Have  you  a book  ? — No.  , . ,, 

1 1455.  How  do  you  weigh  flax  ?— There  is  hardly  any  flax  sold  here,  and  any  that  is  sold 
the  buyers  weigh  themselves.  1 believe  it  is  bought  by  the  pound. 

1 1456.  How  do  you  weigh  wool?— There  is  no  wool  brought  to  this  market. 

11457.  Is  the  market  increasing  or  falling  off?— It  has  been  faffing  off  lor  the  last  four 
or  five  years.  _ , _ , „ T,  i i i 

11458.  Do  you  attribute  that  to  the  difference  between  Mrs.  Jones  and  you? — It  helped 
to  injure  the  market.  . . . „ T . 

1 1459.  Do  you  think  the  market  would  improve  if  Mrs.  J ones  let  you  into  it . — I think  so. 

1 1460.  Do  you  give  tickets  to  parties  weighing?— 1 do,  in  my  own  handwriting,  and  enter 
the  buyer's  and  seller’s  names,  and  the  gross  weight,  but  not  the  price. 

11461.  If  a man  lost  his  ticket  could  you  give  him  a duplicate  ?— I could  not. 

11462.  Who  attend  the  three  scales?— I attend  myself,  and  another  man. 

1 1463.  Can  he  write  ?— He  can.  I weigli  all  the  cask  butter,  oats,  and  meal. 

11464.  Have  you  scalemen  ? — I have. 

11465.  Have  you  barrowmen  ?— They  come  from  different  neighbourhoods  ; I do  not 
employ  them.  „ 

1 1466.  Has  the  farmer  to  put  his  corn  into  and  out  of- the  scales  ! — les. 

Mr.  John  Creamer  examined. 

1 1467.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  bailiff  to  Mrs.  Jones,  and  caretaker  of  her  market. 

11468.  Is  that  market  used?— Very  little.  . . . , 

11469.  Why  is  it  not  used? — I think  people  are  delicate  m going  into  that,  market 


741. 

Mr.  Jolm  Creamer. 
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on  account  of  M'Loghlin,  and  I think  a great  many  of  them  would  be  afraid  to 
go  there. 

11470.  What  would  they  be  afraid  of? — I do  not  know. 

11471.  Is  there  any  feeling  against  the  new  market? — Not  a bit;  they  wish  to  help 
M'Loghlin. 

11472.  Have  you  a farm? — I have. 

11473.  Do  you  sell  butter? — I do  ; at  Enniskillen. 

1 1474.  Do  you  sell  cattle  at  the  fairs  here  ? — Very  little,  about  two  years  ago,  not  lately. 

11475.  Did  you  pay  toll? — No  ; the  man  who  buys  pays.  I bought  calves  the  last  fair 
day,  and  I put  them  into  a house  until  morning  to  avoid  the  toll. 

11476.  Did  you  ever  pay  the  toll? — I do  not  think  1 did  within  the  last  four  years.  _ I 
believe  I paid  2d.  upon  a couple  of  pigs  once,  sponer  than  be  fighting,  and  have  my  pigs 
stopped  ; but  I would  not  pay  it  now  if  they  were  stopped. 

11477.  Do  you  think  the  weighing  is  satisfactorily  done  at  M'Loughlin’s  crane? — I have 
often  heard  that  the  open  butter  is  not  properly  weighed  there,  and  that  the  country  people 
do  not  get  justice. 

1 1478.  Had  you  any  opportunity  of  testing  it  ? — No. 

11479.  Did  you  ever  send  butter  of  your  own  to  be  sold. there  ? — I did  ; I would  not  get 
it  bought  at  any  other  place. 

1 1480.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  complaints  regarding  the  weighing  of  corn,  potatoes,  or 
meal  there  ? — No. 

11481.  Why  would  not  the  buyers  go  to  any  other  place  ? — I do  not  know,  some  of  them 
are  afraid  to  go. 

11482.  Do  you  weigh  much  on  the  weigh-bridge  ? — We  weigh  all  that  comes  in,  for 
M'Loghlin  has  no  weigh-bridge. 

1 1483.  How  many  beams  and  scales  have  you  ? — Three. 

1 1484.  Was  butter  ever  weighed  there  ? — It  was ; but  it  went  away  three  years  ago,  since 
the  election. 

11485.  Was  there  ever  a representation  made  to  you  that  you  did  not  weigh  fairly  ? — 
Never. 

1 1486.  Can  you  prove  that  it  was  not  want  of  accommodation  which  caused  the  buyers  to 
leave  your  market  ? — I can. 

Mr.  John  Owens  examined. 

11487.  Are  you  a farmer? — lam. 

114S8.  Do  you  think  the  markets  here  are  in  a satisfactory  state? — I do  not;  I think 
they  are  in  a very  awkward  position  for  the  public. 

11489.  Is  there  proper  accommodation  in  the  new  market  ? — Yes,  very  good. 

11490.  Then  why  do  not  the  public  make  use  of  it? — I do  not  wish  to  interfere  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  Robert  Parker  examined. 

11491.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  this  town. 

11492.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a shopkeeper.  I beg  to  say  that  there  was  a 
memorial  got  up  here,  signed  by  the  principal  inhabitants,  and  sent  to  Mrs.  J ones,  to  have 
a proper  arrangement  come  to  between  her,  and  Mr.  M'Loghlin,  for  the  people  here  felt  the 
inconvenience  which  the  public  suffered  by  the  disagreement.  An  answer  came  back,  and 
we  never  heard  any  tiling  further  of  it  until  Mr.  L’Estrange  came  to  town.  I never  saw  a 
copy  of  it  until  two  or  three  months  after.  The  next  thing  we  saw  was  a flagellating  we 
got  in  the  Dublin  Evening  Mail,  calling  us  a set  of  ragamuffins  for  daring  to  express  our 
opinion. 

11493.  Was  it  for  expressing  your  opinion,  or  for  not  availing  yourselves  of  the  accom- 
modation offered  ? — It  was  partly  that.  Mr.  M'Loghlin’s  father  was  weighmaster  before 
him,  and  Mr.  M'Loghlin  succeeded  him,  and  gave  general  satisfaction  to  the  country ; and, 
as  soon  as  the  market-house  was  established  here,  Mr.  L’Estrange  sent  a young  man  from 
Cavan  to  conduct  it ; and  it  was  felt  that  where  there  was  a man  fit  to  conduct  it,  it  was 
very  hard  not  to  give  him  a trial,  in  place  of  giving  the  office  to  a stranger.  That  young 
man  did  not  attend  to  the  business,  but  left  a little  boy  to  take  charge  of  it,  and  even  when 
he  was  there  he  was  not  capable  of  weighing.  Then  they  put  him  away,  and  put  in  Mr. 
Creamer.  I have  seen  butter  weigh  two  pounds  more  in  Mr.  M'Loghlin’s  scale  than  in  the 
market  scale.  As  to  the  fairs,  I think  a moderate  custom  would  do  great  service.  I would 
repeatedly  have  lost  my  cattle  if  it  were  not  for  the  custom-gaps. 

11494.  If  custom  be  levied,  should  not  a well-enclosed  fair-green  be  provided? — Yes; 
it  should. 

11495.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  enclosed,  well-regulated,  public  markets 
established  ? — Yes ; provided  there  were  men  of  experience  at  the  head  of  them. 

1 1496-  If  there  was  a man  of  experience  put  into  the  new  market  here  would  you  go 
there  ? — I would.  The  market  is  spacious  and  commodious ; but  there  was  no  care  taken, 
and  I have  seen  firkins  of  butter  frequently  torn  by  dogs  there. 

11497-  If  a qualified  person  were  sent  there  to-morrow,  do  you  think  the  market  would 
be  used  ? — I think  if  a good  man  had  been  sent,  and  had  conducted  himself  properly,  ho 
would  have  got  as  much  business  as  Mr.  M'Loghlin. 

11498.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  use  in  sending  a competent  person  there  now  ? 
— Well,  I think  now  it  is  passed.  I understand  the  same  thing  was  tried  in  Carrick-on- 
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Shannon,  and  the  landlord  was  very  persevering ; but  they  had  to  come  to  some  agreement 

111  n49l)U You  say  you  have  seen  butter  torn  by  dogs  in  the  market ?— Yes;  I have  seen  743, 

seven  or  eight  pounds  of  butter  torn  out  of  the  side  of  a firkin  by  dogs.  We  think  some  Robert  Parker. 
agreement  ought  to  be  come  to  by  Mrs.  Jones,  and  not  have  things  going  on  as  they  are  at 
present.  It  is  not  for  us  to  get  ourselves  into  a law-suit  with  Mr.  M'Loghlm,  by  refusing 
to  pay  the  tolls. 

Belturbet,  January  29,  1853. 

Mr.  Samuel  Knipe  examined. 

11500.  Do  you  reside  in  Belturbet? — Ido.  ( 

11501.  Are  you  solicitor  to  the  Town  Commissioners  ! I am. 

1 15QO  Under  what  patent  or  charter  were  the  fairs  and  markets  here  established  .— 

Under  a charter,  dated  30th  March,  1646,  the  lltli  year  of  the  reign  of  James  I.,  to  the 

C°n50*3tlOWhat  does  that  charter  grant  ?— One  market  on  every  Thursday,  and  a fair  upon 
1st  of  June,  old  style,  the  fair  to  continue  for  the  following  day,  unless  it  tell  upon 
Saturday  or  Sunday,  in  which  case  it  was  to  begin  on  the  following  Monday,  and  continue 
the  next  day,  with  a court  oi  pie  poudre,  and  all  tolls,  customs,  and  privileges  belonging  to 
the  market  and  court.  T , ,.  , . 

11504.  Does  it  grant  any  appointment  l — JN  0 ; 1 trunk  not. 

11505.  Is  there  any  other'  charter  or  deed  f-There  » a patent  from  James  I,  making 
Sir  Steuben  Butler  to  lie  the  first  portreve  of  the  borough ; and  a grant  from  Sir  Stephen 
Butler  tvho  was  lord  of  the  soil,  of  a market  on  Saturday,  and  two  yearlyfairs,  one  upon 
the  Wednesday  before  the  first  Wednesday  in  Lent,  commonly  called  Ash  Wednesday,  and 
the  other  upon  the  feast  of  St.  Bartholomew.  . .,  . - 

11506.  Is  there  any  other  charter  or  patent?— Yes  ; there  is  a patent,  dated  the  17th  of 
May  in  the  13th  year  of  the  reign  of  George  III.,  granting  to  the  Corporation  of  Belturbet 
two  additional  fairs,  one  on  the  21st  of  May,  and  the  other  on  the  21st  of  July. 

11507.  Are  the  Town  Commissioners  now,  as  successors  to  the  old  Corporation,  the 

proprietors  of  the  fairs  and  markets?—!  should  say  so. 

11508.  Were  the  old  Corporation  the  sole  proprietors  ?— They  were. 

11509.  What  arc  the  market-days  ?-There  is  a general  market  upon  every  Thursday, 

^11510  awhat^are\he^fah-days  ?— There  arc  monthly  fairs  established  upon  the  first 
Thursday  in  every  month,  except  those  months  m which  occur  Ash  Wednesday  and  the 

4t'l  1°5  U^That’is,  you  have  twelve  fairs  in  the  year  ?— Yes ; twelve  fairs  m the  wb. 

11512.  Was  there  any  patent  obtained  for  holding  the  additional  fairs.— Not  that  I 

know  of.  , , o -w 

11513.  They  arc  held  by  general  consent  A—  res. 

11514  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  markets  now ?— No. 

11515  Were  they  formerly  paid  ?— Yes ; but  they  were  abandoned.  Stallage,  within 
my  own  memory,  was  abandoned  by  the  present  Corporation,  I think,  shortly  after  then 

appointment^  ^ ^ consequence  of  toli  riots ?— There  was  some  dissatisfaction,  Ibelieve; 
and  it  was  thought  that  it  would  be  more  for  the  advantage  of  the  market  to  let  all  parties 

come  in  and  expose  their  goods.  , oai  ™ i«A9 

11517  In  what  year  was  that  ?— I think  in  1 84 1 or  1 842. 

1 1518  Were  any  tolls  collected  since  ?— Nothing,  except  cranage  fees.  _ . 

1 1519.  What  market  accommodation  is  here  belonging  to  the  Town  Commissioners  . 

TWn  a market-house,  with  two  beams  and  scales. 

mU520.  Is  there  an  enclosed  marketplace  f-Ko  i there  is  a separate  place  m the  town 
for  the  sale  of  every  commodity  here,  Regulated  by  authority. 

}"&  rl’CW'ii.  for  tale,  or  does  it  only  come  there  to  he 
• S-9  Onlv  to  be  weighed ; it  is  all  sold  upon  the  streets.  Previous  to  the  Commis- 
weighed?— Only  to  be  weigima.thi,  ^ & Bt  lhlg  kind  of  Way ; but  now  all 

perTons  Sg  Sings’ to  expose  there  goods  must  bring  them  to  the  place  appointed 
bv  the  regulation  of  the  Commissioners. 

11523.  What  is  weighed  here  ?-Mcal,  potatoes,  flax  and  butter 
1 1 994  Is  the  butter  market  enclosed  ? — It  is,  with  sheds  and  scales  elected.  _ 

Wlii  Is  it  sufficiently  large  ?— It  is,  to  sell  all  the  butter  exposed  here,  or  coming  to 

tk0l  Sallow  many  beams  and  scales  are  there  ?-One  large  beam  and  scales,  and  three 
nv  four  small  scales  for  roll  butter. 

1 1 997  Ts  there  a fair-green  here  ?— Yes  ; a very  good  fair-green. 

! £ it  enclosed’  ?-It  is  not,  but  it  is  a regular  green,  set  apart  for  the  purpose, 

although  there  is  a road  through  it  which  loads  into  the  town. 

1 1 k9q  Wlin.fi  is  its  extent  ? — About  three  acies.  , , , . ,, 

1153o’  Do  the  Town  Commissioners  appoint  a weiglimaster?— No ; they  advertise  the 
scales  3aiid  let  tlio  cranage  fees  by  the  year  latterly,  but  sometimes  by  the  month.  They 
receive  proposals,  and  the  person  who  is  approved  of  gives  security. 
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11531.  Do  they  lay  down  a scale  of  charges  to  be  demanded  by  him  ? — Yes ; I believe 
there  is  a regular  scale  of  charges.  I beg  to  say  that  I have  just  heard  now,  for  the  first 
time,  that  articles  are  charged  which  do  not  weigh. 

11532.  Is  the  weighing  of  agricultural  produce  confined  to  the  market? — No;  but  a 
very  small  portion  is  weighed  in  the  crane. 

' 11533.  What  do  the  Commissioners  receive  for  the  cranage  fees? — I think  £54. 

11534.  How  is  that  money  disposed  of? — It  goes  to  the  general  fund,  and  is  expended 
in  paying  the  officers,  cleansing  the  town,  and  keeping  night-watchmen. 

11535.  Is  it  appropriated  for  market  purposes? — The  building  of  the  butter  market 
cost  a considerable  sum,  and  there  is  rent  to  be  paid,  which  that  money  goes  to  meet. 

11536.  Does  it  cover  the  market  expenses? — I think  it  ought  to  do  so. 

1 1537.  Are  the  Commissioners  making  money  of  the  transaction  ? — No,  they  are  rather 
in  debt  for  the  building  of  that  house. 

11538.  Does  the  person  to  whom  the  tolls  are  let  act  as  weighmaster? — He  does. 

1 1539.  Is  there  a written  agreement  between  him  and  the  Commissioners  ? — Not  except . 
the  proposal  sent  in  and  accepted. 

11540.  Would  there  be  any  possibility  of  obtaining  a return  of  the  quantity  sold  and 
and  the  average  price  here  for  a year? — I think  no  officer  belonging  to  the  Town  Com- 
missioners can  have  any  means  of  furnishing  it. 

11541.  In  fact  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  obtain  any  correct  returns  here  ? — It 
would. 

11542.  Would  it  not  be  very  desirable  to  have  a proper,  well-regulated  market,  where 
all  agricultural  produce  should  be  sold? — Indeed  it  would,  and  the  Commissioners  have 
been  trying  to  obtain  it  for  a long  time.  First  they  applied  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for 
power  to  make  bye  laws  to  regulate  the  markets,  and  the  law  adviser  of  the  Castle  gave  it 
as  his  opinion  that  we  had  no  such  power.  We  were  not  satisfied,  however,  and  we  took 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Napier  on  the  subject,  which  was  also  to  the  effect  that  we  had  not  the 
power.  Some  time  ago  we  also  got  an  opinion  from  Mr.  Napier  about  compelling  parties 
to  expose  their  goods  for  sale  in  the  public  markets,  and  I think  the  opinion  was  favour- 
able ; but  the  Commissioners  did  not  wish  to  compel  Mr.  Dixon,  a large  distiller  here,  to 
buy  grain  in  the  market,  and  not  compelling  him  they  could  not  compel  others.  I think 
a public  market  would  serve  both  sellers  and  buyers,  and  would  be  a guarantee  to  all 
parties.  It  is  not  long  ago  since  we  had  a most  scandalous  instance  in  this  town  of  a flax- 
buyer  taking  a bundle  of  flax  which  a poor  girl  had  brought  to  the  market,  and  which  she 
had  weighed  at  home,  and  he  weighed  it  by  holding  up  ounsels,  such  as  fish  is  generally 
weighed  in,  and  he  refused  to  allow  her  the  weight  she  claimed.  He  put  it  into  a sack, 
from  which  she  could  not  get  it.  She  called  upon  the  police  to  interfere,  and  the  flax 
was  taken  out  and  found  to  weigh  two  and  a-half  pounds  over  the  sixteen  and  a-half 
pounds  that  he  stated,  and  half  a pound  move  than  she  claimed. 

11543.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  frauds  practised  in  the  weighing  of  corn  ? — There  are  com- 
plaints, of  course,  and  constant  complaints  regarding  butter.  There  is  a system  here  of 
taking  seven  pounds  oil' the  bag  of  corn  or  meal;  even  if  you  have  only  one  bag,  containing 
a few  stone,  the  same  as  for  a whole  sack 

11544.  V\  ould  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  markets  commence  at  a certain  hour? 

Yes,  that  would  be  a very  important  matter,  for  there  is  a great  deal  of  forestalling  in  this 
town.  That  was  one  of  the  intentions  of  the  Town  Commissioners  to  have  carried  out. 
That  is  another  system  greatly  complained  of  here — persons  bringing  in  potatoes  for  sale 
are  regularly  forestalled,  so  that  those  who  want  them  in  the  town  have  no  opportunity  of 
buying  them  at  the  really  marketable  value.  There  is  a very  objectionable  system,  too. 
as  regards  the  buying  of  butter.  The  butter  sellers  coming  in  here  are  met  coming  into 
the  different  parts  of  the  town  by  street  agents  or  sky-farmers,  who  open  the  baskets  that 
the  poor  men  have,  and  in  many  instances  snatch  the  butter  out  of  them,  and  mark  a cer- 
tain price  on  it,  and  then  when  the  poor  man  is  brought  to  the  store  or  shop,  he  will,  per- 
haps, get  \d.  less,  besides,  of  course,  getting  bad  weight. 

1 1545.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country? — Most  certainly,  one  uniform  system;  there  is  no  system  whatever  at  present. 

1 1546.  Would  you  have  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  to  the  pound,  standing  beam, 
and  abolish  all  deductions  ? — I think  so.  I think  also,  in  buying  grain,  the  empty  sacks 
ought  to  be  always  weighed. 

11547.  Have  the  magistrates  ever  found  any  inconvenience  by  the  limit  to  their  juris- 
diction contained  in  the  £5  clause  ? — They  have. 

11548.  Would  it  not  be  much  better  to  have  the  limit  of  £5,  instead  of  the  value  of  the 
whole  article,  the  value  of  the  amount  in  dispute  ? — Decidedly,  much  better. 

11549.  Have  you  a dead  pork  market  here  ? — No. 

11550.  Would  you  approve  of  having  all  sales  of  cattle  removed  out  of  the  streets  into 
properly  enclosed  fair-greens,  where  a very  small  charge  should  be  paid  for  every  thing 
entering?— I think  it  would  be  very  good.  There  is  danger  attending  the  sale  of  horses 
here  in  the  streets  on  Ash  Wednesday. 

11551.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  generally  would  object  to  make  use  of  a proper  market 
and  pay  a small  charge  ?— I think  the  haliits  of  the  people  are  so  fixed  that  they  would 
rather  go  on  in  the  old  way.  I think  they  would  rather  sell  the  horses  in  the  streets. 

11552.  But  we  are  speaking  of  markets? — I think  they  would  not  object  to  go  there. 

11553.  Could  you  get  a site  for  a large  market  here?— Yes,  the  fair-green  could  be 
divided,  for  it  is  too  large  at  present. 
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Mr.  John  Falls  examined. 

1 1554.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I rent  the  tolls  here. 

' 11555.  Do  you  perform  the  duties  of  weighmaster? — I do. 

1155(5.  Have  you  a regular  appointment  as  weighmaster  ?— No  ; but  the  tolls  are  let 
to  me. 

1 1557.  What  do  you  pay  ?— Fifty-two  pounds  for  eleven  months ; one  month  was  passed 
before  I got  the  place. 

11558.  What  arc  your  charges  ?— Oats,  under  ten  stone,  1 d.\  up  to  twenty  stone,  1 \d.\ 
over  twenty  stone.  2d.  That  is  the  charge  for  grain  of  all  kinds.  Potatoes,  Id.  a hundred- 
weight; if  the  sack  weigh  four  hundred- weight  there  is  no  greater  charge  than  2d. 

11559.  Have  you  no  charge  less  than  Id.  for  potatoes  ?— Yes,  \d.  for  half  a hundred- 
weight. Butter,  2d.  a firkin,  independent  of  weight ; lump  butter,  of  which  I get  very 
little,  Id.  up  to  seven  pounds;  Id.  up  to  fourteen  pounds ; Hd.  up  to  twenty  pounds,  and 
2d.  from  that  up  ; no  higher  charge.  Flax,  \d.  a stone ; meal,  Id.  a hundred-weight. 

11560.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  corn  ? — Down  weight,  to  seven  pounds. 

11561.  Must  it  take  the  seven  pounds  to  the  ground? — It  must;  but  I am  not  very 
particular.  I only  require  it  just  to  touch,  and  in  all  cases  I do  not  require  even  that. 
If  a man  had  only  one  sack  he  might  lose  the  seven  pounds,  but  when  he  has  several  sacks 
I give  and  take. 

11562.  What  would  bring  your  scale  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight? — About  two 
ounces  would  do  it. 

11563.  What  do  you  deduct  for  the  empty  sack  ?— Seven  pounds.  There  was  a sack 
here  for  which  only  seven  pounds  were  taken  off,  and  it  weighed  thirteen  pounds. 

11564.  Did  you  ever  know  any  less  than  seven  pounds? — Yes,  I did. 

11565.  Docs  the  seven  pounds  lie  in  the  scale? — No;  I weigh  gross,  and  the  buyer 
takes  it  off. 

11566.  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — No. 

11567.  Do  you  give  a ticket? — I do. 

1 1568.  What  do  you  mention  in  it  ? — The  buyer’s  name,  the  date,  and  the  weight  of 
each  draught. 

1 1569.  Do  you  keep  a copy  ? — No. 

11570.  If  a man  came  to  you  for  a copy  of  the  ticket  next  morning  you  could  not  give 
it  to  him  ? — I could  not ; it  would  be  his  loss. 

11571.  How  do  you  weigh  meal? — Standing  beam;  generally  people  who  have  small 
scales  rent  a stall  to  retail  the  meal.  We  weigh  to  the  pound, "standing  beam,  or  just  a 
cast  of  the  beam. 

11572.  What  deduction? — I make  no  deduction. 

11573.  Do  you  know  what  is  taken  off  for  the  bags  ? — I believe  half  a stone.  Many  of 
those  who  sell  meal  are  parties  who  buy  oats  in  the  market,  take  it  away  and  get  it  ground, 
and  then  bring  it  back. 

11574.  What  do  you  think  is  the  average  weight  of  the  sacks  weighed  by  you? — Less 
than  seven  pounds ; I should  say  between  five  or  six  pounds. 

11575.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  butter? — It  is  bought  by  the  firkin"  of  seventy 
pounds,  and  nothing  over  that  is  paid  for.  It  is  weighed  down  weight,  to  the  pound,  and 
five  pounds  deducted  for  waste. 

° 11576.  What  do  you  deduct  for  tare  ? — There  is  a cooper  appointed  by  the  Town  Com- 
missioners to  examine  the  firkins,  and  if  they  appear  heavier  than  they  are  branded,  the 
deduction  is  made  according  to  the  decision  of  the  cooper ; but  if  the  seller  is  not  satisfied 
with  the  decision  of  the  cooper  the  firkin  is  then  stripped  and  the  actual  tare  deducted. 

1 1577.  Does  your  cooper  ever  have  to  decrease  the  weight  ? — No ; whenever  he  makes 
a change  it  is  to  increase  it. 

11578.  Do  you  weigh  the  firkins  out  ? — No ; when  they  come  to  seventy  pounds  we  say 
they  are  full  weight. 

11579.  If  the  firkin  weighs  less  than  seventy  pounds  ? — The  difference  will  be  deducted 
from  him. 

11580.  The  tare  lies  in  the  scales  ? — Yes. 

11581.  And  the  five  pounds? — Yes. 

11582.  What  charge  does  the  buyer  make  ? — He  charges  Cd.  a firkin  for  what  is  called 
storage,  but  there  is  a market  here  for  their  accommodation. 

11583.  Do  you  give  them  storage  ? — I do. 

1 1584.  Then  the  farmer  pays  8 d.  on  each  firkin  ? — Yes,  6d.  to  the  buyer  and  2d.  to  me. 

11585.  Did  you  ever  take  more  than  five  pounds  beamage  off  a firkin? — The  first  or 
second  market  after  I got  the  crane,  I went  according  to  the  old  crane-master  who  had 
been  before  me,  and  I think  six  pounds  were  taken  oft'.  When  I inquired  into  the  system 
I was  told  that  what  I had  been  doing  was  wrong,  and  I did  not  do  it  since  to  my  know- 
ledge. 

11586.  Do  the  buyers  make  any  charge  for  storage  in  com? — No. 

11587.  Do  you  employ  porters? — No. 

11588.  The  farmer  has  to  pay  them? — He  has. 

1 1589.  How  are  the  porters  paid? — Perhaps  they  may  get  Id.  a sack,  or  only  Ul. 

11590.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  flax  ? — We  weigh  to  the  pound,  with  just  a 
turn  of  the  beam,  and  a quarter  of  a pound  to  the  stone,  or  two  pounds  to  the  hundred- 
weight, taro,  which  the  merchant  deducts.  I deduct  nothing.  It  is  bought  by  the  stone 
of  sixteen  pounds,  or  120  pounds  to  the  hundred-weight. 

3 R 
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746. 

Mr.  Thomas  Clarke. 


747. 

Mr.  Thomas  Palmer. 


11591.  Does  the  merchant  make  any  charge  for  porterage  or  storage? — Not  to  my 
knowledge  ; I never  heard  of  his  making  any. 

11592.  How  do  you  weigh  potatoes? — The  same  system  as  corn  exactly;  they  are 
brought  here  in  creels  very  often,  and  then  we  weigh  the  empty  creel,  and  deduct  the 
actual  weight ; but  if  they  are  in  sacks  we  allow  seven  pounds  a sack. 

11593.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  weighing  at  private  stores? — Yes,  I 
think  there  are  many  frauds  practised  regarding  open  butter.  A respectable  fanner,  whom 
I know,  brought  up  to  the  market-house  a basket  of  butter,  which  weighed  thirteen  pounds 
and  a half,  and  he  desired  me  to  give  him  a note  of  it.  I did  so,  and  knew  nothing  of  his 
having  sold  the  butter  before,  until  he  got  the  note,  w'hen  he  said  that  he  had  sold  it  at  a 
place  in  town,  and  was  paid  only  eleven  pounds.  He  then  went  down  to  the  buyer  with 
the  note  and  the  butter,  and  said  he  would  require  him  to  pay  for  that  weight  1 lie  buyer 
would  not  do  so.  He  came  back  to  me  and  I told  him  to  go  to  the  town  serjeant,  and 
the  town  serjeant  told  the  buyer  he  must  go  before  a magistrate,  and  sooner  than  do  that 
the  buyer  paid  the  full  amount.  There  is  not  a market-day  in  which  I do  not  hear  instances 
of  the  same  kind.  . 

11594.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  in  weighing  grain? — I have  seen  gram  emptied 
out  and  the  bottom  of  the  sack  not  equal  to  the  top,  but  I cannot  say  that  I have  known 
any  frauds  in  weighing.  _ 

11595.  Is  there  much  confusion  arising  from  the  diversity  of  weights  here?  indeed 
there  is,  especially  in  flax. 

. 11596.  Do  you  make  any  of  your  charges  whether  persons  weigh  the  articles  or  not . — 
I did  in  one  case,  last  Thursday,  where  a man  sold  four  sacks  of  potatoes  in  the  market 
and  did  not  weigh  them,  and  he  said,  sooner  than  take  the  potatoes  off  the  cart  he  would 
pay  for  them,  although  he  did  not  weigh.  The  person  who  bought  them  took  them  upon 
his  word. 

11597.  Does  your  system,  generally,  give  satisfaction  to  the  farmers  . — I think  it  does. 
11598.  Have  you  heard  many  complaints  ? — I have  heard  some,  but  not  many. 

, 1 1599.  Is  there  much  butter  sold  here  ? — Very  little  open  butter  ; a great  deal  of  firkin 
butter.  _ 

11600.  How  do  you  account  for  persons  not  coming  to  sell  with  you . — T he  buyers  do 
not  come  into  the  market,  and  just  at  the  other  side  of  the  wall  they  arc  paying  £6  or  £7 
for  a house,  while  we  have  stores  in  the  market  for  nothing,  and  they  will  not  come  in. 
The  Commissioners  have  several  times  endeavoured  to  induce  them,  but  they  would  not 
come. 

11601.  What  is  the  beamage  upon  open  butter? — One  pound  to  the  score. 

11602.  Do  you  pay  any  expenses  in  the  market  but  the  rent  ? — Nothing  but  the  rent.. 
11603.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  every  thing  sold  and  weighed  in  the  public 

market  ? Of  course  ; and  even  if  I were  not  crane-master  I think  it  would  be  better  for 

the  country,  and  better  for  both  the  buyer  and  the  seller. 

Mr.  Thomas  Clarke  examined. 

11604.  Do  you  reside  in  Belturbet? — I do. 

11605.  What  is  your  occupation ?— I am  Clerk  to  the  Town  Commissioners;  I only 
wish  to  mention,  lest  it  cause  some  difference,  that  there  must  be  seventy- five  pounds 
beyond  the  tare  in  every  firkin.  You  might  be  under  the  impression  that  five  pounds 
beamage  were  taken  off  the  seventy  pounds,  but  there  must  be  seventy-five  pounds. 

11606.  Have  you  known  many  frauds  in  weighing? — Only  by  rumour;  but  I believe 
there  are  such  practices  going  on. 

Mr.  Thomas  Palmer  examined. 

11607-  Do  you  reside  in  Belturbet  ? — I do. 

11608.  Do  you  buy  corn? — I do. 

■ 1 L609-  Do  you  buy  in  the  market  ? — Yes. 

1 1610.  Not  in  your  own  store  ? — No  ; I used  to  do  so,  but  I gave  it  up. 

11611.  Do  you  consider  the  market  well  conducted  ? — 1 think  pretty  well. 

11612.  Do  you  think  the  accommodation  sufficient? — Ido. 

11613.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  every  thing  sold  and  weighed  in  a public 
market  ? — Decidedly. 

11614.  Do  you  conceive  it  would  be  any  restriction  on  trade  ? — By  no  means  ; I con- 
ceive it  would  be  a great  benefit. 

11615.  Would  you  have  the  business  conducted  by  sworn  weighmasters? — Decidedly, 
it  would  be  an  improvement  upon  our  present  system. 

11616.  Would  you  have  the  market  commence  at  a certain  hour  ? — I would. 

11617.  Would  you  have  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  market  empowered  to  arbitrate  in 
cases  of  dispute  between  buyer  and  seller  ? — Certainly. 

11618.  Are  you  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  ? — Most  decidedly ; 
an  uniform  system  everywhere. 

11619-  Would  you  have  all  agricultural  produco  weighed  to  the  pound,  and  abolish  all 
deductions? — It  would  be  the  fairest  system.  The  merchant  might,  however,  be  wronged 
in  this  way.  He  cannot  be  at  the  place  where  the  sacks  are  weighed,  and  a dishonest 
farmer  may  bring  him  all  different  sacks,  which  would  be  heavier. 

1 1 620.  Let  them  be  weighed  again  at  the  merchants’  stores. — That  would  make  it  secure, 
certainly. 
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11621.  W ould  you  be  in  favour  of  obliging  the  officers  at  the  head  of  the  market  to  furnish 
proper  statistical  accounts  to  the  Government  and  the  country  ? — It  would  be  highly  useful, 
and  could  be  very  easily  done. 

11622.  Would  you  have  penalties  for  frauds  committed  by  either  party,  recoverable  in  a 
summary  way  before  the  magistrates  ? — Most  certainly. 

11623.  Would  you  have  all  butter  weighed  and  inspected  before  sale  by  a competent 
butter  inspector  ? — I think  that  ought  to  be  done,  decidedly.  As  to  the  butter  market, 
.1  may  inform  you,  that  a most  respectable  man,  who  bad  stopped  in  the  public  market  for 
a long  time,  had  to  leave  it,  in  bis  own  defence,  and  take  a house  outside.  The  other 
buyers  would  not  let  any  butter  come  into  him,  and  he  had  to  go  out. 

Mr.  David  Griffith  examined. 

11624.  Do  you  sell  in  this  town  ? — I do. 

11625.  Do  you  think  the  market  arrangements  well  carried  out? — Partly. 

11626.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a public  market  ? — Decidedly. 

11627.  Do  you  conceive  it  would  be  a hardship  to  be  obliged  to  sell  and  weigh  there  ? — 
Certainly  not,  quite  the  reverse ; and  I would  willingly  pay  a small  charge  to  defray  all  the 
expenses  of  the  market;  but  I would  not  pay  for  lighting  or  cleansing  the  town. 

11628.  Would  you  have  the  market  commence  and  close  at  a certain  hour? — I would. 

1 1629.  Would  you  have  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the  country  ? 
— Certainly. 

11630.  W ould  you  have  the  farmer  paid  for  every  pound  of  his  produce  ? — Undoubtedly. 

11631.  And  have  the  firkins  branded  by  a sworn  weighmaster  before  sale,  on  tops,  sides, 
and  bottoms? — Yes  ; and  I would  be  in  favour  of  also  having  the  weight  marked  on  the 
empty  sack  ; and  if  any  man  brought  in  a sack  of  extra  weight,  have  him  fined  or  punished. 

11632.  But  on  a wet  day  the  sack  would  weigh  more  than  onafine  day?— That  is  certainly 
true. 

11633.  Would  you  have  all  fairs  removed  out  of  the  streets? — I would;  but  they  are 
very  well  situated  here. 

11634.  Would  you  object,  where  there  was  no  fair-green  before,  to  pay  a small  charge 
for  one,  if  provided  ? — Certainly  not ; I would  rather  pay  a small  charge ; but  the  charge 
is  generally  too  much.  For  instance,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ballinamore  the  charge  is 
6rf.  or  8 d- 

Mr.  Thomas  Smith  examined. 

11635.  Are  you  a farmer? — I am. 

11636.  Do  you  generally  concur  in  the  opinions  of  the  former  witnesses  ? — I do ; but  I 
wish  to  remark  that  I would  prefer  weighing  according  to  the  decimal  system,  if  it  were 
general  throughout  the  country ; for  it  would  be  by  far  the  easiest.  1 also  wish  to  mention 
a specimen  of  the  frauds  committed  in  the  butter  market:  curiosity  made  me  get  a firkin 
weighed  before  it  wasfilled,  and  it  weighed  exactly,  standing  beam,  ten  pounds  three  quarters; 
the  cooper  bad  it  branded  thirteen  pounds.  I sent  it  to  the  market  to  Mr.  Falls,  and  there 
was  one  pound  more  taken  off  for  tare. 

11637.  You  would  not  object  to  buy  in  a well-regulated  market? — Certaixxly  not;  and  I 
believe  Mr.  Dixon,  who  buys  more  grain  than  all  the  other  buyers  here,  would  willingly  come 
into  such  a market. 


Cavan,  January  31,  1853. 

Abraham  Brush,  esq.,  examined. 

11638.  Do  you  reside  here  ? — I do. 

11639.  Are  you  a magistrate  for  the  county? — Yes. 

11640.  And  agent  to  Lord  Farnham  ? — Yes. 

11641.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  as  to  the  patent  or  authority  under  winch  the 
fairs  and  markets  are  held  in  this  town ?— Only  on  hearsay,  from  knowing  that  LordF arnham 
claims  a right  to  the  markets  and  fairs.  _ 

11642.  He  is  the  reputed  proprietor  ? — I do  not  know  any  thing  about  his  title,  but  I 
believe  he  holds  under  patent,  and  he  pays  quit-rent  every  half-year  for  the  market  of  Cavan. 
I always  understood  that  the  former  Corporation  of  Cavan  claimed  part  of  the  markets.  I 
have  heard  from  old  people  that  they  did  get  a certain  toll  upon  things  coming  into  the 
market. 

11643.  Does  Lord  Farnham  collect  any  tolls  now? — No. 

11644.  What  market  accommodation  has  he  provided? — He  has  given  a market-house 
which  was  formerly  the  old  court-house ; and,  when  the  new  court-house  was  built,  it  was 
sold  to  Lord  Farnham,  who  converted  it  to  the  purpose  ot  a market.  That  is  the  only  place 
in  the  town  where  a market  could  be  held. 

11645.  Are  there  any  tolls  or  customs  charged  at  either  the  fairs  or  markets  . None, 
that  I know  of. 

11646.  I suppose  there  are  cranage  fees? — Yes. 

11647.  Are  they  in  Lord  Farnham 's  own  hands? — No  ; lie  rents  them  to  Mr.  Johnston* 
who  pays  him  for  the  market-house  £50  a-ycar,  and  keeps  the  receipts. 

11648.  Where  arc  the  fairs  held?— On  a hill  over  the  town. 

11649.  Is  the  fair-green  the  property  of  Lord  Farnham? — Not  at  all. 

• 1 1650.  Whose  property  is  it  ?— I do  not  know  whose  property  it  is— I believe  it  is 
everybody’s.  _ 9 
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11651.  Is  it  enclosed? — No;  it  is  an  open  space  ; the  only  enclosure  is  the  fences  of 
the  ground  adjoining  it. 

11652.  What  extent  of  land  is  there? — About  four  acres. 

11653.  Do  you  conceive  the  market  accommodation  of  Cavan  is  sufficient? — I would  not 
say  it  is  quite  sufficient,  for,  latterly,  the  market  has  increased  very  much. 

11654.  Does  not  the  sale  of  agricultural  produce  all  take  place  in  the  public  streets? — 
It  does ; corn  is  sometimes  sold  in  the  market-house,  and  sometimes  outside. 

1 1 6 55.  If  corn  were  sold  inside  the  market-house,  and  taken  away  without  being  weighed, 
should  it  pay  ? — It  should,  for  storage. 

11656.  Is  there  a dead  pork  market  here? — No. 

11657.  Where  is  butter  sold? — In  the  market-house. 

11658.  What  are  the  market-days? — Monday,  for  grain;  and  Tuesday,  the  general 
market.  They  sell  every  thing  all  through  the  week ; but  these  are  the  regular  market- 
days. 

11659-  Is  there  a charge  made  for  standings  in  the  streets? — Not  that  I know  of. 

1 1660.  Has  Lord  Far n ham  laid  down  the  scales  of  charges  to  be  made  by  Mr.  Johnston  ? 
— No,  I do  not  think  he  has. 

11661.  Does  Mr.  Johnston  charge  any  thing  he  thinks  fit? — I am  not  aware,  but  I am 
satisfied  that  he  is  a man  who  would  not  do  any  thing  which  was  not  proper ; and  Lord 
Farnham,  in  that  respect,  has  evexy  confidence  in  his  propriety  and  fair  dealing. 

11662.  Do  the  market  ari-angements,  generally,  give  satisfaction? — I should  think  so; 
I never  heard  anything  to  the  contrary.  The  only  thing  which  ever  came  before  me  was  in 
regard  to  the  selling  of  butter  in  small  quantities,  two  or  three  pounds,  and  the  mode  of 
buying  it,  which  creates  some  difficulties.  The  buyers  take  the  butter,  and  mark  it  down 
in  their  own  books ; and  sometimes  they  pretend  they  did  not  put  it  down.  I had  one  or 
two  cases  brought  befoi'e  me  in  which  a man  denied  having  got  butter  from  a poor  woman, 
who  positively  stated  that  he  did  get  it. 

11663.  Can  you  state  when  the  tolls  were  abandoned  here? — There  was  a great  outcry 
against  tolls  in  Ix-eland,  and  I think  they  were  done  away  with,  generally,  then. 

11664.  When  Lord  Farnham  collected  them  were  they  in  his  own  hands? — I think  he 
rented  them ; but  I only  speak  from  hearsay. 

11665.  Was  there  any  market  accommodation  when  he  was  levying  tolls? — I cannot 
say.  There  are  two  houses  adjoining  the  mai-ket-house  now,  which,  I believe,  if  thrown 
down,  would  greatly  increase  the  accommodation ; and  the  only  thing  which  prevents 
Lord  Farnham  from  doing  this  is,  that  it  would  put  out  the  tenants.  It  is  very  likely, 
however,  that  it  will  be  done. 

11666.  What  are  the  fair-days? — There  are  six  fairs : on  the  1st  of  February,  14th  May, 
30th  June,  14th  August,  25th  September,  and  12th  November. 

11667.  Were  these  fairs  established  by  patent? — I cannot  say.  The  old  fairs  were 
September  and  November,  which  are  held  still,  only  changed  from  old  style  to  new;  and 
the  other  fairs  were  added.  There  were  also  two  fairs,  upon  Easter  Monday  and  the  22nd 
of  Decembei-,  but  they  were  given  up.  I wish  to  remark  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  set 
up  a triangle  at  one  time,  for  weighing,  at  the  top  of  Bridge-street,  about  four  years  ago, 
but  it  was  removed  in  about  a fortnight,  when  remonstrated  against. 

11668.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  Cavan  weighed  in  the  market-house? — I 
think  so. 

11669.  Is  any  weighed  at  the  private  stores  ? — I think  not. 

Mr.  John  Reilly  examined. 

11670.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Cavan. 

11671.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  deputy-cranemaster,  employed  by  Mr.  John- 
ston, who  rents  the  cranage  fees  from  Lord  Farnham. 

11672.  Have  you  a board  stating  your  charges  posted? — No,  not  for  the  last  twenty 
years. 

11673.  How  are  the  public  to  know  what  they  should  pay? — From  attending  the 
markets. 

11674.  Suppose  they  do  not  attend? — I do  not  know  then. 

11675.  When  tolls  were  collected,  was  there  a painted  board  posted? — There  was  for 
the  tolls,,  but  not-  for  the  cranage  fees. 

11676.  What  are  your  charges? — Corn,  1 d.,  under  thirteen  stone;  up  to  twenty  stone, 
1 \d. ; up  to  thirty -four  stone,  2d. ; and  over  that,  3d.  Butter,  2d.  a firkin ; open  butter, 
under  eight  pounds,  \d. ; under  fifteen  pounds,  Id. ; under  twenty  pounds,  l^cZ. ; under 
forty  pounds,  2d. ; over  forty  pounds,  3d.  Meal,  Id.  a hundred-weight.  Flax,  \d.  a stone, 
of  sixteen  pounds,  which  includes  storage.  On  the  weigh-bridge,  3d.  a load  for  agricul- 
tural produce,  and  id.  a load  for  coals,  all  independent  of  the  weight. 

11677.  When  was  the  charge  of  3d.  over  thirty-four  stone  of  oats  made? — About  five 
years  ago.  The  country  people  had  been  in  the  habit  of  bringing  in  large  draughts,  to 
which  it  was  thought  that  charge  would  be  a preventive. 

11678.  Who  established  it? — The  buyers  and  the  former  cranemastei’. 

11679.  What  had  the  buyers  to  do  with  it? — It  affected  them  inasmuch  as  they  could 
only  take  seven  pounds  off  thirty-two  or  thirty-four  stone. 

11680.  Did  Lord  Farnham  consent  to  it? — He  never  was  consulted  with ; nor  was  he 
ever  consulted  with  on  the  change  of  the  market  to  Monday ; the  Commissioners  did  it  in 
opposition  to  the  cranemaster. 
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11681.  Do  you  weigh  wool  here? — Yes. 

11682.  What  do  you  charge? — One  shilling  the  pack. 

11683.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  sold  in  the  market  weighed  in  your  scales?— Yes 
with  the  exception  of  flax  in  the  season.  Some  buyers  have  come  and  put  up  private  scales' 
and  weighed  there.  1 1 ’ 

11684.  What  do  you  charge  for  weighing  potatoes  ?— One  penny  for  a horse-load,  and 
\\d.  a sack.  I npke  that  charge  in  the  market-square  a separate  thing  from  Mr.  Johnston’s 
crane. 

11685.  How  long  have  you  done  so  ? — I suppose  thirty  years. 

1 1686.  Did  you  ever  obtain  leave  from  any  one  ? — I cannot  say  I did.  I do  not  know 
what  leave  my  father  obtained. 

11687.  Arc  any  potatoes  weighed  inside  the  market  ?— No,  they  never  have  been. 

11688.  Do  you  act  entirely  for  Mr.  Johnston  ? — I do. 

11689.  Is  he  sworn  as  weighmaster? — 1-Ie  is  not. 

11690.  Has  he  a regular  appointment  from  Lord  Farnham  ?— He  has. 

11691.  Were  you  ever  sworn? — Never. 

11692.  Suppose  an  article  were  sold  in  the  market  and  not  weighed,  would  you  make 
any  charge  ? -I  never  had  an  instance  of  the  kind  ; but  I would  charge  if  it  was  sold  inside 
the  house. 

11693.  If  it  were  sold  outside  on  the  square?— Then  I would  not  interfere;  but  if  flax 
were  sold  in  the  market-place  I would  expect  to  be  paid. 

11694.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  corn  ?— Down  weight,  to  the  seven  pounds. 

11695.  What  do  you  deduct  for  the  empty  sack  ?— Seven  pounds. 

11696.  Will  you  require  the  sack  to  take  the  seven  pounds  to  the  ground  ?— That  would 
depend  upon  what  the  sack  appears  to  weigh.  If  a man  brought  a bag  of  oats  which  only 
wanted  half  a pound  to  make  it  weight,  it  would  be  very  hard  to  take  thirteen  and  a-half 
pounds  for  the  weight  of  it.  With  sacks  we  weigh  down  weight. 

1169".  What  would  bring  the  scale  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight  with  a heavy 
draught  ? — Half  a pound  would  do  it.  J 

1 1698.  Is  corn  weighed  before  it  is  sold  ?— It  is  weighed  before  and  after.  We  receive 
coni  upon  Saturday  night  for  Monday’s  market. 

1 1699-  Do  you  give  a ticket? — We  do. 

11700.  Do  you  keep  a copy? — No. 

11701.  Do  you  keep  any  register  at  all?— No;  it  is  not  necessary,  because  the  crane- 
master  and  the  corn  buyers  came  to  an  understanding  that  they  will  not  empty  any  oats 
before  the  crane  note  is  lifted  and  handed  to  the  man  in  the  stores. 

11702.  Suppose  a farmer’s  servant  lost  his  ticket,  and  came  to  you  for  another?— I 
could  not  give  him  another ; but  when  a man  is  sent  with  oats,  and  his  employer  requires 
it,  I issue  two  crane  notes. 

11703.  Could  you  furnish  any  statistical  returns,  as  to  the  quantity  sold  in  your  market  ? 
— I could  not ; I could  return  the  number  of  sacks  sold,  but  not  the  weight. 

11704.  Is  your  system  of  weighing  potatoes  the  same  as  corn?— Yes^  down  weight,  to 
the  seven  pounds,  and  take  oft  a stone  for  a creel,  where  it  appears  heavy ; but  if  any 
objection  is  made,  we  empty  the  creel,  and  deduct  the  actual  weight. 

117 05.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ? — Yes,  if  necessary ; but  the  buyer  and  seller  are  generally 
present. 

11700.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  butter  ?— To  the  pound  generally,  down  weight; 
but  if  a tub  of  butter  weighed  six  stone  five  pounds,  and  I considered  that  one  ounce  would 
make  it  weight,  I would  not  throw  off  the  pound  ; but  if  it  required  three  ounces  or  four 
ounces,  I would  throw  the  pound  out. 

11707-  What  do  you  deduct  from  the  firkin?— Seven  pounds  for  beamage  and  soakage. 

11708.  Is  that  the  custom  of  the  market  ? — It  is. 

11709.  Do  you  deduct  the  tare  of  the  firkin  ? — Yes ; what  is  branded  on  it ; but  I have 
seen  a firkin  stripped,  which  was  branded  twelve  pounds,  and  it  weighed  twenty  pounds. 

11710.  Is  it  bought  by  the  hundred-weight  or  the  firkin?— By  the  firkin  of  seventy  pounds. 

11711-  If  it  exceeds  seventy  pounds,  are  the  odd  pounds  paid  for? — They  are  not. 

11712.  If  it  is  under,  are  the  odd  pounds  deducted  ? — They  are. 

11713.  If  there  were  seventy-five  pounds  net,  would  not  the  seller  be  paid  for  the  five 
pounds  ? — In  such  a case,  I would  say  to  the  buyer,  “ there  are  so  many  pounds  over,  and 
you  had  better  come  to  an  understanding  with  the  man  or  he  will  take  it  out;  ” but  if  there 
were  only  one  or  two  pounds  over,  I would  not  do  so,  for  I have  seen  such  robberies  com- 
mitted upon  the  buyers  in  super-tares.  If  a tub  were  stripped,  and  the  over-tare  taken  off, 
we  do  not  then  deduct  seven  pounds;  it  is  to  cover  the  risk  of  super-tares  that  four  pounds, 
of  the  seven  pounds,  are  taken  off  for  soakage. 

11714.  Then  your  beamage  is  only  three  pounds? — Yes ; but  then  they  are  hardly  ever 
stripped  here ; so  I may  say  I always  deduct  seven  pounds. 

11715.  Is  there  any  charge  made  by  the  buyers  for  storage? — Yes;  they  charge  Gd. 
a tub. 

11716.  Do  not  you  give  them  storage  for  nothing? — Yes,  if  they  require  it. 

11717.  Has  that  charge  been  always  the  same? — It  has. 

11718.  How  is  flax  bought  here? — By  the  stone  of  sixteen  pounds,  and  two  pounds 
allowed  to  the  hundred-weight. 

11719.  Is  it  weighed  down  weight?— Nice  weight— just  the  same  as  butter. 

11720.  How  much  is  one  hundred-weight? — Ono  hundred  and  twelve  pounds. 
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11721.  Is  there  any  other  deduction  ? — No. 

11722.  Do  you  deduct  it? — We  do. 

11723.  What  does  the  buyer  charge ? — One  penny  a stone;  he  keeps  the  penny  from 
the  farmer,  and  pays  me ; but  lie  only  gives  me  at  the  rate  of  a third  of  every  penny. 

11724.  Do  you  give  the  ticket  net? — Yes,  in  all  cases,  except  meal. 

11725.  Hoiv  do  you  weigh  meal? — To  the  pound,  nice  weight,  the  same  as  butter,  and 
the  empty  sack  is  brought  back,  weighed,  and  the  actual  weight  deducted. 

11726.  How  do  you  weigh  wool? — By  the  stone — -just  the  same  as  flax — and  the  buyer 
and  seller  regulate  the  deductions. 

11727.  Do  you  give  beams  and  scales  to  weigh  flax? — Yes. 

11728.  Who  superintends  them? — In  some  cases  the  buyers  themselves. 

11729.  Do  you  not  think  that  a bad  system? — Yes;  I think  it  a gross  humbug  to 
allow  them  to  do  so ; but  they  would  not  let  us  do  it.  There  was  a man  who  came  to  the 
Cavan  market  last  year,  and  saw  the. way  in  which  it  was  conducted,  and  he  took  a store, 
put  up  a beam  and  scales,  and  weighed  his  own  flax.  What  was  the  consequence — the  flax 
buyers  said  to  us,  “ if  you  do  not  allow  us  to  weigh  our  own  flax  we  will  go  and  take  stores 
of  our  own,  as  that  man  did.” 

11730.  Do  you  weigh  every  thing  else  except  flax  ? — Yes;  and  the  buyers  never  see  it. 

11731.  Does  the  market  begin  at  a regular  hour? — The  flax  market  begins  at  nine 
o’clock,  and  the  corn  market  about  twelve;  there  is  no  regular  hour  for  the  corn  market. 

11732.  Do  you  keep  porters  in  the  market? — Yes. 

11733.  Do  you  pay  them  ? — No ; the  farmers  pay  them. 

11734.  You  give  for  your  charges  nothing  but  the  weighing  and  the  ticket? — And 
accommodation. 

11735.  What  are  the  porters  paid  ? — One  penny  a sack.  We  appoint  proper  men,  who 
wear  badges  on  their  arms,  and  we  will  allow  no  others. 

11736.  Do  you  conceive  the  market  accommodation  sufficient? — No;  but  I think  it 
would  if  there  were  an  addition  put  to  the  market-house. 

11737.  Does  the  sj'stem  of  weighing  generally  give  satisfaction? — 1 think  so. 

11738.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  of  it? — I did  not.  There  are  farmers  in  the 
court,  who  can  say  if  they  are  satisfied  with  the  system,  and  have  confidence  in  us. 

11739.  Have  you  a butter  inspector  ? — We  have  not. 

11740.  Do  you  keep  the  scales  in  repair,  and  pay  taxes? — Yes  ; Mr.  Johnston  does  every 
thing. 

11741.  Are  there  many  complaints  of  frauds  regarding  flax? — A good  deal  of  complaints 
about  short  weight. 

11742.  Are  there  any  complaints  of  farmers  makiug  up  the  bundles  fraudulently? — 
I think  not. 

11743.  Are  there  any  complaints  of  parties  buying  flax,  and  then  leaving  it  on  the 
seller’s  hands  in  the  evening? — No;  but  I have  known  parties  sell  flax  a second  time, 
when  they  got  a higher  price  for  it. 

11744.  Would  it  not  be  a good  plan  to  have  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  in  the 
public  market,  to  pay  for  every  pound,  and  abolish  all  deductions? — Yes;  I think  it  would 
be  just  and  proper  that  the  merchant  should  pay  for  every  pound. 

11745.  Do  you  think  all  should  be  weighed  by  a sworn  weighmaster  in  the  public 
crane  ? — I do. 

11746.  Would  you  have  an  uniform  system  of  weighing  everywhere? — Yes;  there 
should  be  a standard  weight  in  all  places. 

11747-  Do  you  think  empty  firkins  should  be  branded  before  sale,  by  a sworn  weigh- 
master, in  the  public  market  ? — I do.  The  late  cranemaster  and  I got  an  advertisement 
printed  to  that  effect,  and  got  branding- irons,  and  announced  that  we  would  brand  free  of 
expense,  and  no  farmer  ever  came  to  have  his  firkin  branded — not  a solitary  one.  I know 
no  article  weighed  in  the  public  market,  which  requires  some  good  system  more  than  tub 
butter,  for  the  present  system  is  actual  robbery.  If  a man  puts  in  three  pounds  over 
weight,  the  buyer  will  not  pay  for  them. 

11748.  Is  not. the  system  of  deductions  very  bad  ? — I think  so. 

11749.  Would  you  have  the  markets  commence  at  a stated  hour? — I think  it  would  be 
a good  plan. 

11750.  Would  you  have  an  inspector  in  every  market,  to  arbitrate  between  buyer  and 
seller,  in  case  of  disputes? — Certainly  ; in  the  absence  of  a Market  Jury. 

11751.  Is  it  not  hayd  to  get  a market  jury  to  act  ? — It  is,  certainly,  very  hard. 

11752.  Is  there  much  forestalling  here? — Indeed  there  is. 

11753.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  buyers  cutting  the  price  of  corn  in  the  evening,  when  there 
was  a dull  market  ? — I did  not;  respectable  buyers  would  not  be  guilty  of  it ; some  of  the 
jobbers,  perhaps,  might  do  it.  I heard  great  complaints  of  certain  parties  cutting  the  prices 
last  Monday,  on  the  ground  that  the  corn  was  not  equal  to  sample. 

Mr.  Edward  Smith  examined. 

1 1 754.  Do  you  reside  in  Cavan  ?— I do. 

11755.  Are  you  clerk  to  the  Town  Commissioners  ?— I am. 

11756.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  as  to  the  patent  for  holding  these  markets  ? — 
The  Town  Commissioners  consider  themselves  joint  tenants  of  the  fairs  and  markets.  There 
is  a patent  of  the  15th  of  November,  in  the  eighth  year  of  James  I.,  1610  ; granted  to  the 
Corporation,  of  whom  the  Town  Commissioners  are  the  representatives. 
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11757.  How  were  the  rights  divided  with  Lord  Farnham? — They  pay  equal  quit-rent. 

11758.  By  the  patent  it  does  riot  appear  that  the  grant  was  made  to  any  but  the  Corpo- 
ration ? — It  grants  to  the  sovereign  and  freemen  of  the  Town  of  Cavan,  the  privilege  of 
holding  a free  market  on  every  Tuesday,  and  two  fairs  on  the  14th  of  September,  and  next 
following  day,  and  the  feast  of  All  Saints  and  next  following  day,  at  the  annual  rent  of  10s., 
with  all  courts  of  pie-poudre,  and  all  other  rights  and  privileges. 

.11759.  By  that  charter  it  would  appear  that  the  Corporation  are  the  sole  proprietors? — 
Yes. 

11760.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  rights  were  divided  with  any  one  ? — Lord  Farnham 
and  his  ancestors  have  been,  for  a series  of  years,  paying  a portion  of  that  rent,  for  some 
reason  of  which  I am  not  aware.  . 

11761.  Does  Lord  Farnham  exercise  control  over  the  fairs  and  markets? — He  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  fairs,  but  he  exercises  control  over  the  markets,  and  appoints  the  weigh- 
master. 

11762.  Do  the  Town  Commissioners  exercise  any  control  over  the  fail's  and  markets  ? — 
No. 

11763.  Have  they  possession  of  the  fair-green? — They  have;  it  is  considered  their 
property. 

1 1 7 64.  Did  they  succeed  to  any  property  in  right  of  the  Corporation  ? — Not  yet ; except 
the  fair-green. 

11765.  Had  the  Corporation  any  property  ? — They  had. 

11766.  What  became  of  it  ? — It  is  in  the  hands  of  private  individuals. 

11767-  How  did  it  get  there  ? — That  I do  not  know. 

11768.  What  extent  of  property? — Eight  hundred  acres. 

11769.  When  were  the  Town  Commissioners  appointed? — In  November,  1837.  The 
only  part  of  the  Corporation  property  we  have  is  the  seal. 

11770.  Did  the  Commissioners  ever  submit  a case  to  counsel? — They  did,  within  the  last 
year  ; but  we  do  not  consider  that  the  case  was  fairly  put. 

11771.  Do  they  conceive  that  the  market  is  satisfactorily  conducted? — They  do ; but 
they  wish  to  get  it  into  their  own  hands. 

11772.  Do  they  conceive  the  accommodation  sufficient? — No  ; very  insufficient. 

Mr.  James  M Gauran  examined. 

11773.  Do  you  reside  here  ? — I do. 

11774.  Are  you  a Town  Commissioner  ? — I am.  We  think  it  was  the  intention  to  grant 
the  charter  to  the  people  of  the  town  of  Cavan,  for  ever  ; and  by  some  means  it  has  been 
taken  out  of  their  hands,  and  is  found  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Farnham.  At  the  time  he  got 
the  market-house,  I know  myself,  that  there  were  a great  many  persons  in  the  town  of  Cavan 
who  would  have  come  forward  and  purchased  it,  but  the  late  Lord  Farnham  pledged  himself 
that  he  would  give  it  as  a market-house  to  the  people,  at  a very  low  charge,  to  improve  the 
to  wn,  and  add  to  the  trade.  Now  it  has  been  improved  indeed,  but  there  is  the  full  charge 
for  everything,  and  the  inhabitants  arc  obliged  to  tax  themselves  for  the  improvement  of 
the  town,  and  for  cleansing  and  lighting,  which  the  proceeds  should  have  gone  to. 

11775.  But  if  the  Commissioners  had  the  market  here,  they  surely  would  not  charge  the 
farmers  for  the  lighting  and  cleansing  of  the  town  ?■ — I think  they  might. 

11776:  Why  should  the  farmer  pay  toll  for  the  cleansing  of  the  town? — I think  it  a 
great  accommodation  to  the  farmer  when  he  comes  in,  to  have  the  streets  clean. 

11777-  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a well  regulated  public  market,  where  all  produce 
should  be  sold  and  weighed,  under  sworn  weighmasters  ? — Most  certainly. 

11778.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  the  markets  vested  in  a certain  number  of  the  Town 
Commissioners,  and  a certain  number  of  the  highest  cesspayers,  so  as  to  represent  all 
classes  ?- — Exactly. 

11779.  You  would  not  have  the  charge  more  than  sufficient  to  support  the  market  and 
pay  interest  upon  the  expenditure  ? — Nothing  more. 

11780.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  ? — There  is  nothing  more  necessary. 

11781.  Would  you  have  the  markets  commence  at  a fixed  hour  by  ring  of  bell? — Cer- 
tainly. 

,117*2.  Would  you  have  a person  at  the  head  of  each  market  empowered  to  arbitrate  in 
the  event  of  dispute  between  the  buyers  and  sellers  ? — Surely. 

11783.  Would  you  have  the  farmer  paid  for  every  pound  of  his  produce,  and  let  the  buyer 
regulate  his  price  accordingly  ? — Exactly.  At  present  there  is  an  inducement  to  the  buyers 
to  give  more  than  the  actual  value  of  an  article  by  getting  something  over  the  actual  weight. 
It  would  be  better  to  bring  all  these  things  to  a regular  level  at  once. 

11784.  You  would  assure  the  merchant  that  he  got  the  corn  properly  made  up,  and  have 
frauds  punishable  in  a summary  manner? — Decidedly. 

1 1785.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  removing  all  the  fairs  out  of  the  streets  into  properly 
enclosed  fair-greens  ? — It  would  be  much  better  to  do  so. 

11786.  Do  you  think  the  farmers,  generally,  would  object  to  pay  a small  charge  for  a 
good  standing  ? — I think  there  is  no  farmer  in  Cavan  would  object. 

11787-  Would  you  have  a place  set  apart  for  each  different  kind  of  cattle  ? — I would.. 

11788.  You  would  notallow  the  buyers  in  the  market  to  weigh  for  themselves  ? — Notin 
any  instance. 


CAVAN, 

31st  J anuary,  1853. 
752. 

Mr.  Edward  Smith. 


753. 

Mr.  Jas.  M‘Gauran. 
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FAIRS  AND  MARKETS’  COMMISSION,  IRELAND. 


CAVAN, 

31st  January,  18D3. 

m 

Mr.  Noble  Paget. 


755. 

Mr.  James  Fay. 


’ COOTEHILL, 
1st  February,  1S53. 

756. 

Mr.  Patrick  Horan. 


Mr.  Noble  Paget  examined. 

11789.  Do  you  reside  in  Cavan  ? — I do.  I think  it  right  to  state,  in  consequence  of  the 
remarks  made  in  reference  to  the  market-house,  lest  it  may  appear  that  Lord  Farnham  lias 
any  profit  by  it,  that  the  late  Lord  Farnham  purchased  it,  although  on  his  own  premises, 
and  that  it  was  let  by  him  and  by  the  present  Lord  Farnham  at  a very  low  rent,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  affording  accommodation  to  the  town  and  market ; and  that,  instead  of  receiving  a 
benefit  by  it,  he  suffers  a loss.  I have  heard  that  £7  00  was  paid  for  it,  but  there  are  persons 
here  who  were  present  at  the  sale,  and  say  it  was  only  £120. 

Mr.  James  Fay  examined. 

11790.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Cavan. 

11791.  Do  you  think  the  market  hero  well  regulated?— I think  it  is ; but  I would  like  to 
have  all  produce  sold  and  weighed  in  the  public  market,  and  have  an  uniform  system  of 
weio-hinc  everywhere,  for  which  I think  the  decimal  system  would  be  much  the  best. 

11792.  You  do  not  conceive  a public  market  would  be  any  restriction  upon  trade  ? — Not  if 
there  were  proper  accommodation  provided.  There  is  not  accommodation  here  at  present 
sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  market. 

11793.  Would  you  have  all  produce  weighed  by  sworn  weighmasters ? — Certainly. 

11794.  Would  you  have  all  produce  weighed  to  the  pound,  pay  the  farmer  for  every 
pound,  and  let  the  buyer  regulate  his  price  accordingly  ' Yes;  pay  to  the  last  shilling— 

the  last  penny. 

11795.  And  punish  the  farmer  if  his  corn  was  not  properly  made  up? — ics;  any  thing 
wrong  upon  either  side  1 would  punish,  and  let  fair  dealing  be  the  motto. 

1 1796.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  have  the  person  at  the  head  of  the  market  obliged 
to  keep  proper  statistical  accounts  ? — Certainly  it  would ; and  I should  like  to  have  the 
market  open  at  a proper  hour,  and  close  at  a proper  hour. 

11797.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  removing  all  fairs  put  of  the  streets  into  enclosed  fair- 
greens  ? — I would.  _ 

11798.  Would  you  object  to  paya  small  charge  for  a good  standing ?— Not  at  all. 

11799.  Do  you  think  the  farmers,  generally,  would  object?— If  the  charge  were  very 
small  they  would  not.  The  fair-green  here  is  very  convenient. 


Cootehill,  February  1,  1853. 

Mr.  Patrick  Horan  examined. 


11800.  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Cootehill. 

11801.  What  is  your  occupation  with  regard  to  the  market? — 1 am  weighmaster,  and 
lessee  of  the  tolls  and  customs. 

11802.  To  whom  does  the  market  belong?— To  the  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Richard  Coote, 
a minor. 

11803.  Under  what  patent  or  authority  arc  the  markets  and  fairs  held  in  this  town? — 
Under  a patent  dated  the  11th  year  of  the  reign  of  George  I.,  3rd  July,  1735,  granting  to 
the  Hon.  Thomas  Coote,  a market  on  every  Friday,  and  four  fairs,  with  all  tolls,  customs, 
privileges,  immunities,  and  courts  of  piepoudre;  the  old  fairs  have  been  now  abolished, 
and  we  have  twelve  in  the  year, — one  upon  the  second  Friday  in  every  month. 

11804.  What  were  the  fair-days  mentioned  in  the  patent? — The  1st  and  2nd  of  March, 
the  28th  and  29th  of  May,  1st  and  2nd  of  September,  and  25th  and  26th  of  November ; 
unless  when  any  of  these  days  should  fall  upon  Sunday,  the  fair  then  to  be  held  upon  the 
following  Monday  and  Tuesday. 

11805.  Is  the  market  now  held  on  Friday? — There  is  a general  market  on  Friday,  and 
an  oat  market  on  Saturday. 

11806.  Was  the  oat  market  established  by  patent? — I think  not,  only  by  custom. 

1 1807.  Was  there  ever  a patent  obtained  for  the  monthly  fairs  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any. 

1180S.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  market? — No;  they  were  formerly,  but  not  in  my  time;  I 
do  not  think  there  were  any  tolls  levied  here  for  twenty  years. 

11809.  Why  were  they  abandoned? — I should  say  in  consequence  of  opposition;  they 
became  obnoxious  to  the  people  here. 

11810.  Are  there  enclosed  market-places  here? — I am  not  aware  of  any,  except  the 
butter  yard. 

11811.  What  markets  have  you  ? — First,  a market-house  for  oats,  oatmeal,  potatoes,  hay, 
and  straw,  with  an  open  space  in  front,  with  two  large  beams  and  scales ; second,  a butter 
market,  which  I established  myself,  enclosed,  and  with  sheds,  and  frequently  from  eight  to 
ten  beams  and  scales ; the  market  was  in  the  streets  until  I removed  ic  there. 

11812.  When  were  you  appointed? — On  the  17th  October,  1843. 

1 1813.  As  weighmaster  of  the  town  of  Cootehill? — Yes. 

11814.  Were  you  sworn  ? — I was. 

11815.  Have  you  a regular  appointment  ? — Yes ; by  deed. 

11816'.  Have  you  got  a set  of  standard  weights  ? — I have. 

11817.  In  addition  to  being  weighmaster  here,  have  you  also  got  a lease  ? — Yes;  of  the 
market-house  and  stores,  and  the  tolls  and  customs. 

11818.  At  the  time  the  lease  was  made  had  the  tolls  been  abandoned  ? — They  had. 

11819.  Then,  I suppose,  it  is  a mere  lease  of  the  cranage  fees? — It  is,  but  I would  have 
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a right  to  the  tolls  if  they  were  to  be  levied  again ; I pay  £24  a-year  for  them ; under  that 
lease  all  Mr.  Coote’s  rights  are  distinctly  conveyed  to  me. 

11820.  Is  the  fair-green  also  leased? — No;  I have  nothing  to  do  with  the  fair-green. 

11821.  What  is  the  date  of  your  deed? — Twenty-sixth  of  January,  1847  ; the  lease  was 
not  perfected  for  some  time  subsequently. 

1 1822.  Do  you  still  pay  the  rent  ? — 1 do. 

11823.  Is  your  butter-market  built  on  the  land? — Yes ; on  the  premises  mentioned  in 
the  lease. 

11824.  What  is  the  tenure  of  the  lease? — One  hundred  and  forty  years,  from  the  death 
of  the  late  Charles  Coote,  November,  1842. 

11825.  Have  you  levied  tolls  at  fairs  or  markets  ? — I have  not. 

11826.  Is  there  a fair-green? — There  is  a fair-green  for  cattle,  Mr.  Coote’s  property, 
which  is  not  made  over  to  me  ; but  the  rights  of  the  fairs  are  made  over  to  me. 

11827.  Is  that  fair-green  enclosed  ? — No ; a road  runs  through  it;  only  cows  and  black 
cattle  are  sold  there. 

11828.  Is  the  sale  of  agricultural  produce  confined  to  the  market-place? — It  generally 
is,  at  least  of  oats  and  potatoes ; during  the  last  two  years  I have  got  up  a weigh-bridge 
there. 

11829.  Is  butter  all  sold  in  the  market? — It  was,  for  about  two  years ; now  it  is  sold  in 
the  streets ; the  butter  buyers  had  free  stalls  from  me,  and  the  public  seemed  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  it ; but  after  about  two  years,  the  buyers  thought  they  could  do  better,  and  they 
removed  from  the  market,  and  took  houses  in  town,  for  which  they  paid  £10  or  £14  a-year, 
where  they  weigh  the  butter  themselves,  for  the  public,  with  their  own  beams  and  scales, 
and,  I believe,  charge  the  same  as  I had  been  in  the  habit  of  charging,  in  my  capacity  of 
weighmaster. 

1 1830.  Why  did  they  leave  the  market  ? — That  I cannot  say. 

11831.  Was  there  ever  any  complaint  made  of  you  as  weighmaster,  or  of  your  system  of 
weighing  in  the  market  ? — Never. 

11832.  Did  the  buyers  make  any  excuse  for  leaving  you  ? — None. 

11833.  Was  the  place  sufficiently  large  ? — Quite  so. 

1 1 834.  Is  all  other  produce  weighed  in  the  market  scales  ? — No ; flax  is  sold  in  the  streets, 
and  weighed  at  the  stores. 

11835.  What  are  your  charges? — Two  pence  on  every  sack  of  corn  over  twenty  stone, 
under  that,  licZ.,  down  to  twelve  stone,  and  under  that  Id. ; there  is  no  higher  charge  than 
2d. 

11836.  Do  you  make  any  charge  if  persons  do  not  weigh? — Not  at  all;  persons  very 
frequently  bring  their  produce  into  the  yard,  sell  it  there,  and  take  it  away  to  private  stores, 
and  we  charge  nothing. 

11837-  What  do  you  charge  for  butter? — Twopence  a firkin;  lump  butter,  five  pounds, 
\d.,  up  to  ten  pounds,  lcZ.,  up  to  fifteen  pounds,  HcZ.,  and  over  that  2d. ; potatoes  just  the 
same  as  grain ; flax  does  not  come  into  the  market,  unless  when  a dispute  arises,  when  the 
parties  may  bring  it  down  to  me  to  be  decided ; we  have  no  charge  for  it. 

1 1838.  Have  you  a printed  scale  of  charges  ? — No ; there  never  was  in  my  time. 

11839.  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — No. 

11840.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ? — Yes  ; a printed  ticket. 

1 1841.  Who  receives  the  money  ? — Another  person  and  myself. 

11842.  Does  the  other  man  merely  put  the  money  in  his  pocket  and  hand  it  to  you  ? — 
Yes. 

11843.  Is  that  man  near  you;  under  your  own  control? — In  the  same  house. 

1 1844.  Could  he  charge  more  than  was  right  ? — No ; if  I found  he  did  so  he  should  never 
do  it  again,  but  I never  knew  an  instance  of  the  kind. 

11845.  Do  you  keep  porters? — No ; there  are  barrowmen  who  bring  the  grain  from  the 
carts  to  the  market-house,  and,  I believe,  they  get  1 d.  a sack  from  the  farmers ; I got  down 
a number  of  badges  from  Dublin,  with  the  words  “ Cootehill  crane,”  but  the  men  so  much 
increased  that  1 gave  it  up ; there  are  more  barrowmen  than  ought  to  be,  and  we  have  fre- 
quently to  get  the  police  to  keep  them  in  order ; 1 must  put  an  end  to  the  system,  for  it 
will  not  do ; I will  get  badges,  and  make  a selection  of  the  men. 

11846.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  corn? — Down  weight,  to  the  seven  pounds. 

1 1847.  If  the  scale  does  not  go  to  the  ground  do  you  throw  out  seven  pounds  ? — We  do. 

11848.  Then  the  farmer  may  lose  any  thing  short  of  seven  pounds  ? — No  doubt. 

11849.  What  will  bring  the  scales  to  down  weight,  with  a heavy  draught? — Perhaps 
about  one  pound. 

11850.  What  do  you  deduct  for  the  empty  sack? — Fourteen  pounds  for  a sack  over 
twenty  stone,  and  seven  pounds  for  a bag  under  that ; we  take  it  oft’  in  the  scales,  and  give 
the  ticket  net. 

11851.  Then  he  might  lose  any  tiling  short  of  twenty- one  pounds  on  a sack? — He 
might. 

11852.  Did  you  ever  know  one  and  a-half  stone  deducted  for  tare  ? — I saw  it  done  upon 
a very  wet  day  ; I think  it  was  only  fair ; and  it  was  a very  rare  case. 

1 1853.  Why  not  tare  the  sack  and  deduct  the  actual  weight  ? — That  is  what  ought  to  be 
done. 

1 1854.  What  does  the  farmer  pay  the  barrowmen  ? — One  penny  a sack. 

11855.  Suppose  ho  was  willing  to  do  his  own  work,  could  he  get  a barrow? — No;  they 
would  not  give  him  a barrow,  but  let  him  carry  in  the  corn  and  we  would  weigh  it  for  him ; 


COOTEHILL, 
Is*  February,  1853. 

756. 

Mr.  Patrick  Horan. 
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Mr. -Patrick  Horan.  large  famines  m mat  way. 

11857-  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  potatoes  ? — The  very  same  as  grain ; we  deduct 
fourteen  pounds  on  a sack  of  potatoes,  and  seven  pounds  on  a bag. 

11858.  Do  you  ever  deduct  half  a stone? — Never. 

11859.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  firkin  butter? — Five  pounds  allowed  for 
beamage,  down  weight,  to  the  pound,  and  we  deduct  the  tare  of  the  cask.  It  is  bought  by 
the  pound ; what  is  called  full  weight  is  seventy  pounds,  and  if  the  firkin  contained  seventy- 
three  pounds,  the  seller  will  only  be  paid  for  seventy  pounds,  and  if  it  contains  less  than 
the  full  amount,  the  buyer  always  deducts  it. 

. 11660.  If  a firkin  is  branded  twelve  pounds,  you  deduct  seventeen  pounds? — Exactly; 
five  pounds  for  beamage. 

11861.  Do  you  weigh  the  firkins  out? — We  do  not. 

11862.  Does  the  farmer  lose  by  not  being  paid  for  over  seventy  pounds  ? — I am  certain 
he  does. 

11863.  Is  there  any  charge  in  addition  to  your  2d.  ? — Yes,  the  buyer  stops  Is.  a firkin 
from  the  farmers. 

11864.  What  is  that  for  ? — I do  not  know  what  they  call  it. 

. 1 1865.  Does  the  buyer  pay  your  2d.  out  of  that  ?— No,  the  farmer  pays  it. 

1 1866.  What  deductions  do  you  make  on  lump  butter?— One  pound  to  the  sedre,  and  we 
weigh  to  the  half  pound,  down  weight. 

11S67.  Does  the  merchant  make  any  charge? — I think  not,  unless  when  he  weighs 
it  himself ; we  weigh  very  little  lump  butter. 

1 1 868.  Have  you  any  pork  ? — No. 

1 1869-  Do  you  keep  a copy  of  the  ticket  ? — No. 

11S70.  You  could  not  prepare  any  statistical  return  of  the  average  quantity  sold,  and  the 
prices  in  the  market? — Not  at  present ; the  twentieth  part  of  the  butter  is  not  sold  in  my 
market. 

11871.  Is  wheat  sold  here  ? — No,  oats  is  the  only  article  of  grain. 

• 11872.  Do  you  weigh  wool  ? — None  at  all. 

; 11873.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  frauds  practised  in  weighing  in  the  private  stores? — 
There  is  a great  deal  of  talk  about  it. 

1 1874.  Is  there  any  inspection  of  weights  and  measures  here? — There  is  an  inspector, 
hut  I may  say  there  is  no  inspection. 

11875.  Have  any  parties  ever  come  to  you  to  check  their  weights,  considering  themselves 
defrauded? — Parties  have  got  oats  weighed  with  me,  and  sold  them,  and  then  came  back 
and  told  me  they  were  short ; and  when  I found  that  my  weighing  was  right,  I always  took 
care  that  the  sellers  were  paid.  I have  heard  complaints  of  half  a stone  being  taken  off, 
and  sometimes  a stone  on  two  or  three  sacks. 

11876.  Have  you  ever  proceeded  against  parties  buying  or  selling  out  of  the  market  ? — 
•I  have,  but  I did.  not  follow  it  up. 

11877.  If  all  the  produce  were  obliged  by  law  to  be  sold  and  weighed  in  the  market, 
would  you  provide  any  amount  of  accommodation  ? — No  matter  what  the  expense,  I would 
consider  it  my  bounden  duty,  having  a valuable  lease,  to  do  so,  and  to  have  competent 
persons,  and  be  accountable  to  the  public  for  their  acts  as  well  as  my  own ; I would  keep 
my  books  in  a proper  state  and  hold  myself  responsible  for  every  thing. 

11878.  Have  you  found  any  inconvenience  arise  in  the  market  from  the  diversity  of 
weights  and  measures? — I have  ; and  I think  one  uniform  system  would  be  very  necessary. 

11879.  Do  you  begin  here  at  a regular  hour  ? — Generally  about  eleven  o’clock ; we  have 
a bell,  which  is  sometimes  rung. 

11880.  You  have  no  fixed  hour  strictly  adhered  to? — No. 

• 11881.  Would  it  not  be  the  fairest  system  to  have  all  produce  weighed  to  the  pound,  and 
every  pound  paid  for,  except  the  actual  tare  of  the  empty  bag  or  firkin  ? — Not  a doubt  in 
the  world  of  it,  and  it  should  be  all  weighed  standing  beam,  of  com-se. 

11882.  Would  it  not  be  very  desirable  to  oblige  persons  in  charge  of  markets  to  furnish 
proper  statistical  returns  ? — I think  it  would,  and  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  it  when 
the  books  were  properly  kept ; but  there  is  no  use  in  getting  into  these  matters  unless  it  is 
first  made  compulsory  for  every  man  to  go  to  the  public  market. 

11883.  Have  you  ever  known  frauds  in  the  branding  of  firkins? — I cannot  say  I have 
heard  any  charges  of  that  kind. 

1 1884.  Is  your  fair-green  commodious  ? — It  is  very  large. 

1 1885.  Is  there  no  charge  made? — None  whatever. 

11886.  What  do  the  markets  produce? — Latterly,  not  more  than  £150  a-ycar,  gross 
receipts,  and  out  of  that  I have  to  pay  all  expenses,  rent,  repairs,  taxes,  and  I must  keep  a 
clerk,  a man  at  each  scale,  and  myself  on  Saturdays. 


and  if  I saw  him  coming  with  a bag  on  his  back,  I would  make  way  for  him ; I have  no 
barrows  at  all  myself. 

11856.  Would  it  not  be  much  better  to  charge  something  moderate  and  employ  men  your- 
self ? Well,  I do  not  know' ; there  are  a great  many  honest  poor  creatures  who  support 


757.  Mr.  Thomas  Graham  examined. 

Mr.Thomas Graham . j 1887.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — About  two  miles  from  Cooteliill. 

1 18S8.  Are  you  a farmer  ? — I am. 

1 1889.  Do  you  sell  in  this  market  ?— Yes ; corn,  butter,  and  flax. 

1 1890.  Do  you  sell  butter  in  the  public  market  ? — No ; in  private  stores. 
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11891.  Why  do  you  go  to  the  stores? — Because  the  merchants  are  there.  I would  go 
to  the  public  market  if  I could  soli  there. 

11892.  What  are  you  charged  on  each  firkin  ? — One  shilling  and  a penny  for  storage 
and  house ; if  we  go  to  the  market  and  pay  2d.  there,  and  then  go  to  the  store,  the  Is.  Id.  is 
charged  still ; hut  if  we  go  to  the  store  first  the  one  charge  covers  all. 

11893.  Is  the  system  of  weighing  the  same  as  in  the  public  market? — Yes,  just  the  same. 

11894.  What  do  you  generally  lose  upon  a firkin? — I never  fill  a firkin ; I always  keep 
under  the  mark,  sixty-eight  pounds  or  sixty-nine  pounds  is  my  weight. 

11SP5.  Do  you  know  of  many  frauds  in  the  weighing  of  butter? — Not  many  frauds, 
except  those  extraordinary  charges ; I have  repeatedly  heard  complaints,  but  I never  met  a 
case  myself.  . . 

11896.  Was  it  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  farmers  fair  play  in  weights  that  the  buyers 
left  the  public  market  ? — I do  not  think  it  was ; I think  they  had  another  reason  for  it,  but 
they  allege  that  they  have  more  facility  at  present ; I do  not  believe  that  is  the  reason. 

11897.  Is  the  weighing  fairly  conducted  in  the  public  market? — I think  it  is. 

11898.  Had  you  ever  cause  to  complain  ? — Never. 

11899.  Would  you  prefer  selling  in  a proper,  well-arranged  public  market,  than  in 
private  stores  ? — Most  certainly.  . . 

1 1900.  How  is  flax  bought  here  ? — By  the  stone  of  sixteen  and  a quarter  pounds ; it  is 
generally  made  up  in  bundles,  and  two  pounds  are  taken  off  to  the  hundred-weight. 

° 1 1 90  Is  it  weighed  down  weight,  to  the  ground  ?— It  is ; sometimes  you  will  not  be  let 
in  at  all,  and  the  seller  will  not  see  his  flax  weighed.  It  goes  in  at  the  door  and  we  are  told 
what  it  weighs.  Then  that  sixteen  and  a quarter  pounds  deceives  a great  many  farmers 
who  do  not  understand  the  calculation. 

11902.  What  does  the  merchant  charge  for  weighing? — Nothing  for  weighing  ; but  he 
charges  Id.  a stone  for  storage.  I never  could  make  my  flax  agree  witli  what  I was  paid  for. 

I always  allowed  full  sixteen  and  a quarter  pounds,  but  still  the  weights  would  never  agree, 
and  I always  lost. 

11903.  Did  you  ever  get  more  ? — Never,  nor  near  so  much. 

11904.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a proper,  well-arranged  public  market,  with  a 
sworn  weighmaster  and  inspector,  and  oblige  all  agricultural  produce  to  be  sold  and  weighed 
there  at  a reasonable  charge  ? — Most  certainly. 

11905.  Would  you  have  one  uniform  system  of  weighing  over  the  whole  country? — 
Yes ; that  would  be  my  principal  object,  particularly  in  flax,  for  when  many  farmers  go 
with  their  flax  they  do  not  understand  the  weights  at  all.  It  is  just  the  same  way  with 
butter.  I would  like  to  have  every  thing  weighed  by  the  hundred-weight  of  112  pounds. 

11906.  Would  you  have  the  farmer  paid  for  every  pound  of  his  produce,  and  let  the 
merchant  regulate  his  prices  accordingly?— Just  so ; we  would  all  be  satisfied  to  get  less,  if 
we  only  knew  what  we  were  to  get.  . . . 

11907.  Would  you  have  the  market  commence  at  a fixed  hour  ? — Yes ; I think  that  would, 
be  a very  good  thing.  . , 

1 1908'.  If  you  weighed  at  the  public  market  here  at  present,  would  the  buyers  take  that 
weight  ?— No  ; they  would  only  pay  for.  their  own  weights.  . jot 

11909.  Do  the  merchants  make  any  complaint  of  the  firkins  not  being  fairly  fared  .—I 
never  heard  them ; I have  seen  them  strip  firkins,  and  when  they  were  heavier  than  the 
brand,  deduct  the  additional  weight.  , 

11910.  You  disapprove  of  the  system  of  weighing  m private  stores  ( — I do,  altogether. 


cooTEHrrx, 
1st  February,  1853. 

757? 

Mr.ThomasGraham . 


Mr.  Hugh  Dolan  examined. 

11911.  Where  do  you  reside  ?— In  Cootehill.  I have  to  state,  that  parties  have  laid  out 
money  in  stores  and  markets  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  the  public,  and  I think  it 
would  be  very  unfair,  after  they  have  done  so,  to  take  the  market  down  to  Mr.  Horan  s. 
We  would  have  no  objection  to  give  him  all  the  weighing,  provided  he  gets  proper  accom- 

modation.is  cheok  upon  a dishonest  man  in  private  weighing  ?— Well,  I think 

not.  We  have  no  objection  to  give  Mr.  Horan  the  weighing,  but  we  object  to  the  market 

being  removed.  _ . , , 

Mr.  John  Smith  examined. 

11913  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Cootehill.  I wish  to  say,  that  I witnessed  an  instance 
of  fraud  in  the  weighing  of  flax.  A gentleman  farmer  came  a long  distance  to  sell  a large 
quantity  of  flax  here,  and  sold  it  to  a person  who  also  purchased  a quantity  from  another 
man,  which  was  being  weighed.  While  the  gentleman  was  looting  on,  the  person  whose 
flax  was  weighed,  complained  that  it  weighed  more  at  home  j the  other  said  to  him,  Ivowi 
if  you  cause  tlie  man  to  take  the  flax  out  ot  the  scale  and  put.  it  where  the  wcglns, re,  and 
exchange  them,  you  will  have  proper  weight.”  The  man  weighing  changed  the  flax  a 
hurry  to  the'  side  where  the  weights  had  been,  and  after  weighing  tour  or  five  lots  he  said, 
“I  must  have  made  a mistake,  the  scales  are  not  balanced.  the  flax  was  weighed  out, 
and  instead  of  being  short,  it  weighed  five  or  six  pounds  over  1 saw  great  cause  of  com- 
plaint when  I sold  flax  myself.  I heard  all  instance  this  day,  of  a man  selling  null-scutched 
Sax  made  up  in  bundles  of  sixteen  pounds  to  the  stono  and  weighed,  lhe  buy  er  weighed 
a few  and  said  that  they  wore  short.  The  seller  sent  for  the  man  at  whose  mill  the  fl™s 
dressed  to  certify  that  he  gave  full  weight,  and  the  bundles  were  proved  to  be  sixteen 
pounds  each.  I am  satisfied  that  the  scales  and  weights  are  all  fair,  and  the  beams,  provided 


the  .merchants  would  balance  them  fairly. 


758. 

Mr.  Hugh.  Dolan. 


759. 

Mr.  John  Smith. 
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760. 

Rev.  Sami,  Roberts. 


Rev.  Samuel  .Roberts  examined. 

1 1914.  Do  you  reside  here  ?— I do. 

11915.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  with  regard  to  the  markets  ? — I have  experienced, 
myself,  several  frauds  in  selling  and  weighing  butter  here.  I go  from  one  butter  buyer  to 
another,  and  the  weights  are  different ; I come  to  Mr.  Iloran,  and  there  is  a great  difference. 
Complaints  of  various  persons  are  also  made  to  me.  One  person  complained  to  me  of 
losing  five  or  six  pounds  in  seventeen  pounds  of  butter.  Another  man  mentioned  to  me 
that  he  lost  fifteen  pounds  in  five  stone  of  flax,  and  he  took  it  to  three  or  four  different 
stores  to  have  it  weighed.  1 wrote  to  the  former  Government  upon  the  subject  last 
September. 

11916.  You  consider  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  objectionable  ?— Decidedly  so. 

11917.  Would  not  a public  market,  with  sworn  weighmasters,  be  a protection  to  the  honest 
trader  as  well  as  the  farmer  ?— It  would  bo  the  only  protection.  A gentleman  of  high 
respectability  told  me  some  time  ago  of  a person  buying  butter  here  who  sells  it  cheaper 
in  Liverpool  than  he  can  buy  it  at  Cootehill,  and,  of  course,  he  must  get  some  profit  or  he 
could  not  stand.  For  instance,  how  could  buyers  afford  to  pay  £10  or  £15  a year  for  rent, 
when  they  can  get  the  produce  weighed  at  Mr.  Horan’s  for  nothing,  if  they  did  not  get  a 
very  handsome  profit. 

11918.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  well-regulated  public  markets,  with  sufficient  accom- 
modation, at  a reasonable  charge,  where  all  agricultural  produce  should  be  sold  and 
weighed  ? — Decidedly ; that  is  the  only  way  justice  can  be  done  to  all  parties.  I am  very 
sure  the  honest  trader  would  feel  it  as  great  a boon  as  the  farmer. 

1 1919.  Do  you  think  farmers  would  object  to  go  there  ? — No  ; I should  say,  from  their 
conversation  with  me,  that  they  would  be  very  happy. 

11920.  Would  you  have  the  market  begin  at  stated  hours  by  ring  of  bell  ?— Certainly. 

11921.  You  would  have  summary  penalties  for  frauds  on  either  side  ? — I would. 

1 1922.  M ould  you  have,  in  each  market,  a person  empowered  to  arbitrate  between  buyer 
and  seller,  with  an  appeal  to  the  magistrates  in  case  of  dispute  ? — I would,  and  have  a super- 
visor over  the  weig'hmaster.  1 

11923.  Would  you  oblige  the  person  in  charge  of  the  market  to  keep  regular  books,  and 
furnish  proper  statistical  returns  ? — Decidedly ; it  is  the  only  place  where  we  can  find  these 
statistics,  which,  of  course,  are  most  valuable ; or  how  are  we  to  know  our  progress. 

11924.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
Country  ? — Certainly ; a great  deal  of  confusion  arises  from  the  present  system. 

1 1925.  Have  you  ever  turned  your  attention  to  the  decimal  system  ? — I have  not  turned 
much  attention  to  it,  but  I would  approve  of  it,  as  being  the  most  simple. 

11926.  Would  you  have  all  farmers’  produce  weighed  to  the  pound,  standing  beam,  and 
pay  for  every  pound,  except  the  actual  weight  of  the  sack  or  firkin  ?— Exactly. 

11927.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  removing  all  fairs  out  of  the  streets  into  enclosed 
lair-greens  ? — Certainly,  I would. 

11928.  Would  you  think  it  a good  plan  to  have  the  officer  at  the  head  of  each  market 
the  person  to  prosecute  in  case  of  fraud  ?— Exactly ; and  in  this  place  a particular 
difficulty  is  felt  from  the  want  of  such  an  arrangement. 


761.  Mr.  Thomas  Campbell  examined. 

Mr.  Thos.  Campbell.  11929.  Aje  you  a farmer?_l  am.  j think  it  is  not  right  that  the  buyers  should  wei"h 

for  themselves.  ° 

11930.  If  there  were  a proper,  well-regulated  public  market,  with  a reasonable  charge, 
and  sworn  weighmasters,  would  you  object  to  go  there?— No ; I would  like  it  very  much, 
and  i would  like  to  have  the  farmer  paid  for  every  pound  of  his  produce. 

762.  Mr.  Patrick  Brady  examined. 

Mr.  Patrick  Brady.  11931.  Where  do  you  reside  ?— In  Cootehill. 

11932.  Are  you  a farmer  ? — I am.  I wish  to  state,  that  when  selling  butter,  you  have  to 
go  to  the  store  and  hand  in  your  butter  over  a half  door,  and  the  money  is  handed  out  to  you 
through  a window,  and  you  can  go  no  farther.  I sold  two  lots  of  butter  to  a man  here, 
about  six  weeks  ago ; I was  looking  at  the  scale,  over  the  half  door,  and  I saw  one  lot  weigh 
lorty  pounds ; I asked  the  man  what  it  weighed,  and  he  would  not  answer  me,  but  went 
and  entered  something  down  in  a book.  The  next  was  fifty-four  and  a-lialf  pounds,  and- 
1 asked  him  the  question  again,  and  he  would  not- tell  me ; then  when  I came  to  be  paid, 
ffe  paid  lor  thirty-seven  pounds,  instead  of  forty  pounds  ; and  fifty-one  pounds,  instead  of 
fifty-four  and  a-lialf  pounds. 

11  *^33-  P®rlmPs  tilat  was  deduction  of  one  pound  to  the  score? — But  he  took  three 
pounds  off  forty  pounds;  when  1 first  sold  butter  here,  about  ten  years  ago,  we  sold 
it  in  rolls,  lor  we  got  a large  price ; we  were  paid  for  every  pound,  and  every  ounce ; 
and  we  weighed  with  Mr.  Horan.  The  next  thing  that  came  was  the  rule  to  take  one 
pound  to  the  quarter  off ; some  farmers  objected,  but  if  you  did  not  comply,  you  must 
take  your  butter  away,  for  the  buyers  would  not  have  it.  I went  into  the  office  of  the 
clerk  ol  petty  sessions  here,  and  stated  that  the  public  were  robbed  in  butter  here  ; but 
Mr.  Clements,  the  magistrate,  said  he  could  not  change  the  market,  for  the  law  was 
detective.  1 never  saw  a policeman  in  my  life  walking  into  one  of  the  shops  to  try  the 
weights.  1 was  fully  determined  to  summon  the  man  in  the  case  I told  you  of,  but 
others  told  me  I would  only  be  made  a fool  of,  and  that  it  was  the  rule,  so  I had  to  put. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE.  501 

up  with  the  loss.  I had  also  to  pay  Id.  for  every  ten  pounds,  in  weighing  the  butter ; last 
Friday  I paid  3d.  for  weighing  twenty-one  pounds.  There  was  one  day  in  the  month  of 
May,  when  butter  became  very  cheap,  and  I took  back  mine  because  I did  not  like  the  price. 

I weighed  eighty  pounds  of  butter  in  my  own  scales,  and  put  them  into  a firkin,  and  when 
I sold  the  firkin,  two  months  after,  I was  only  paid  for  sixty-nine  pounds ; that  was  eleven 
pounds  I lost. 

1 1934.  Were  your  scales  right  ? — I think  they  were.  I could  declare  that  if  the  firkin  was 
stripped,  and  the  butter  put  into  the  scales,  it  would  have  weighed  seventy-four  pounds. 

11935.  Would  you  object  to  go  into  a public  market,  with  proper  accommodation? — 
Certainly  not. 

Mr.  Peter  Gartlan  examined. 

11936.  Where  do  you  reside  ?— -In  Cootehill ; I am  a trader  here. 

11937.  Have  you  any  information  to  give  us? — Yes;  I have  heard  constant  complaints 
hero  regarding  the  want  of  some  uniform  system  of  weighing;  there  should  be  an  efficient 
weighmaster,  subject  to  some  controlling  power,  and  a number  of  deputies,  under  him,  and 
sufficient  accommodation ; I think  the  chief  objection  at  present  to  the  market-house 
is  the  want  of  accommodation;  and  then  the  buyers  took  stores  and  weighed  there, 
and,  so  far  as  I know,  there  is  a constant  torrent  of  complaint  against  these  places ; people 
are  never  paid  for  small  quantities  of  butter,  such  as  two  ounces.  I know  parties  who  would 
prefer  selling  their  butter  at  the  shops,  and  getting  1 d.  a pound  less,  than  going  to  these 
markets.  As  to  the  flax  market,  in  my  opinion,  as  a disinterested  party,  anxious  for  the 
public  good,  I think  if  it  remained  where  it  is  at  present,  with  properly  appointed  officers 
and  cranes  established,  and  a regular  scale  of  charges,  the  public  would  be  well  satisfied 
to  pay  the  usual  charge,  provided  they  were  getting  justice. 

1 1933.  If  there  were  proper  accommodation,  would  you  be  in  favourof  obliging  all  parties 
to  make  use  of  public  markets  ? — Decidedly ; it  would  encourage  the  honest  trader,  and 
improve  the  general  welfare  of  the  town;  at  present  there  is  a certain  class  of  small  buyers  who 
purchase  quantities  of  any  commodity,  and  they  manage  to  gain  upon  the  different  draughts, 
and  make  money  of  the  unfortunate  farmers,  bvre-selling,  which  they  sometimes  can  afford 
to  do  at  a lower  price  than  they  purchased  for.  I think  a public  market  would  be  a very 
serious  benefit  to  the  honest  trader  and  buyer  as  well  as  the  farmer,  for  now  he  has  to 
compete  witlx  those  parties  who  are  giving  dishonest  prices. 

Mr.  Charles  Foy  examined. 

11939.  Do  you  live  here  ?— I do.  I only  wish  to  mention  that  in  the  early  part  of  the 
season,  some  of  the  buyers  expressed  some  anxiety  to  have  a person  appointed  in  the  town 
to  arbitrate  in  cases  of  dispute,  and  they  offered  to  pay  part  of  his  salary.  With  regard  to 
the  charge  of  Id.  a stone  upon  flax,  the  seller  is  not  the  person  cheated,  and  it  is  only 
between  the  buyer  and  the  miller ; every  man,  when  selling,  calculates  upon  losing  it. 

11940.  Why  not  call  it  Id.  stone  less? — Because  we  must  give  it  to  the  miller  at  the 
regular  price,  and  the  Id.  a stone  is  a kind  of  commission,  or  part  of  the  profit. 

Air.  Patrick  Macan  examined. 

11941.  Are  you  a farmer  ? — I am.  I wish  to  state  the  conduct  of  a certain  man  in  this 
town,  in  the  flax  market : I came  in  on  the  3rd  of  December,  with  twenty-seven  stone, 
weighed  at  my  own  place ; sixteen  and  a quarter  pounds  in  each  bundle ; I sold  it  to 
this  gentleman  in  town,  and  after  I sold  it  I was  going  up  to  the  store,  when  a neighbour 
of  mine  sent  me  word  that  I would  not  get  justice  from  this  buyer;  I said  I could  not  be 
robbed,  as  I knew  the  weight  of  my  flax.  I went  into  the  store,  and  I told  him  if  the  flax 
' did  not  come  up  to  the  weight  I knew  it  was,  he  should  not  get  it.  There  was  a man 
standing  at  the  cart,  another  where  the  flax  was  weighed,  and  another  in  the  store  ; it  was 
handed  in  and  put  into  the  scale,  six  or  seven  bundles  in  one  draught;  the  first  draught  was 
weighed,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  done,  it  was  thrown  into  the  pile ; I objected,  but  they 
would  not  listen  to  mo,  and  they  did  the  same  with  every  draught ; when  all  was  weighed, 
the  master  of  the  concern  said  to  me — “ I am  going  to  give  thee  twenty-five  stone  seven 
pounds.”  “ Well,”  said  I,  “ thee  will  not  get  my  flax  at  all.”  I wanted  to  get  my  flax  out, 
and  when  it  was  put  back  upon  the  cart,  there  was  one  bundle  wanting  altogether ; the 
flax  was  brought  up,  and  weighed  over  again,  and  then  he  cut  off  three  pounds  more. 

Mr.  Isaac  Chapman — I am  the  party  referred  to  by  the  lastwitness.  I think  it  was  onthe3rd 
of  December  I got  the  flax,  something  about  twenty-six  stone ; I bought  it  from  this  man,  and  i 
had  it  brought  to  the  store  where  it  was  weighed,  and  it  weighed  but  what  he  mentioned, 
twenty-five  stone  seven  pounds.  I told  him  that,  and  he  said  it  would  not  do ; then  I said 
his  flax  was  ready  for  him  to  take  away. 

11942.  Did  he  ask  you  to  lay  the  flax  by  itself? — He  asked  the  boy. 

'}{>  11943.  Did  he  do  it  ? — No ; I wished  them  to  do  so,  but  it  was  left  in  rows,  for  I had 
to  put  a ticket  on  every  bundle.  I counted  the  flax  down  to  the  man,  and  lxe  said  he 
wanted  one  bundle ; 1 said  if  it  were  lost  there  it  would  be  got.  I counted  over  every 
man’s  flax  in  separate  parcels  by  itself,  and  saw  that  there  was  a ticket  upon  every  bundle 
except  one,  from  which  the  ticket  had  dropped  off,  and  which  he  acknowledged  himself  was 
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77L 

Mr.  James  A.  Ross, 


not  the  colour  of  his  flax.  I showed  him  before  his  own  eyes,  and  before  every  one  there, 
that  I had  not  a pound  of  his  flax  ; the  flax  had  remained  upon  his  cart  for  nearly  an  hour.  A 
person  who  had  bought  flax  then  suggested  that  it  should  he  brought  up  and  weighed  over 
again.  It  was  brought  up  and  weighed,  and  it  wanted  three  pounds  of  the  first  weighing  ; 
I cannot  tell  how  that  happened,  I weighed  it  myself  as  correctly  as  I could. 

11944.  Would  you  object  to  buy  in  a proper  well-regulated  public  market? — By  no 
means. 

11945.  Would  it  not  bo  a protection  to  the  honest  trader  ? — It  would.  Some  men  can 
buy  at  a higher  rate  and  sell  lower,  from  the  weight  they  take  off  the  farmers. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Nally ; examined. 

11946.  Do  you  reside  here?— I do. 

11947.  Are  you  a shopkeeper?— Iam.  , , , , 

11948.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  regarding  the  markets? — I have  only  to  state 
that  I think  the  people  are  not  dissatisfied  with  having  the  butter  market  in  the  streets, 
aud  that  there  would  be  great  objection  to  having  it  removed. 

Mr.  James  Wliitelea  examined. 


11949  Bo  vou  reside  here  ? — I do.  I have  heard  several  complaints  regarding  the 
tatter  market.'  I have  known  of  very  great  losses,  and  lost  a great  deal  myself.  1 have  not 

lost  in  flax:  I always  got  justice.  . , , _ ,T  T , 1 • i • . 

11950.  Do  you  approve  of  having  the  butter  market  m the  streets?— No  ; I think  it  is 
altogether  wrong. 

Mr.  John  Campbell  examined. 


11951.  Do  you  reside  here? — Ido.  . , , . ..  c ., 

11952  Do  vou  approve  of  the  butter  market  .at  present?  It  would  be  bettei  foi  the 
buyers  and  sellers,  and  the  public  generally,  to  have  a public  market,  with  proper  accommo- 
dation When  persons  pay  for  weighing  and  storing  here,  the  accommodation  is  not  at  all 
sufficient.  When  a man  has  one  hundred  stones  ot  flax,  and  pays  one  hundred  pence,  he 
should  not  be  obliged  to  stand  in  the  rain.  1 would  like  to  see  a public  market  vested  in 
the  hands  of  trustees. 


Mr  Hugh  Dolan.— I wish  to  state  that  scarcely  any  market  requires  to  be  regulated  more 
than  the  cloth  market.  There  is  not  a web  sold  here  from  which  there  is  not  4d.  deducted ; 

• and  if  there  is  in  the  web  three-fourths  of  a yard,  wanting  an  inch,  you  will,  be  only  paid 
for  half  a yard.  I can  prove  myself,  as  a manufacturer,  that  I lose  more  than  £35  a-year 
by  that  transaction. 

11953.  From  whom  is  the  deduction  made  ?— From  the  manufacturer  who  sells  the  cloth. 
11954.'  To  whom  do  you  sell  ? — To  the  buyer  or  merchant ; 2 cl.  is  for  marking. 

11955!  I suppose  the  weaver  who  marks  for  himself,  should  pay  the  same?— Just 

th<\  1956!  Do  the  buyers  store  the  web  ?— Yes ; 2d.  of  the  charge  is  for  storage.  They  have 

stores  of  their  own,  just  as  in  flax.  . , 0 T 1 1Ti 

11957.  Would  they  give  less  for  the  web  if  they  did  not  charge  4 cl.  .-'—Indeed  i do  not 
think  they  would.  In  a web  of  sixty  yards  long  the  difference  could  not  well  be  divided 
into  sixty  parts,  but  in  flax  it  can  be  easily  divided  between  the  sixteen  pounds. 

1 1958.  What  quantity  of  linen  is  sold  here  in  the  year  ? — Probably  COO  pieces  a week. 
11959.  All  the  year  round  ?— I should  say  at  least  an  average  of  500  pieces  a week  all 
the  year  round.  . . , t ..... 

11960.  What  is  the  value  of  a piece? — One  pound  eighteen  shillings. 

1 1961.  That  is  upwards  of  £50,000  a-year  ?— Yes,  it  is  the  staple  trade  of  the  country, 
and  it  will  be  probably  much  more  this  time  twelvemonths. 

11962.  Where  is  it  sold?— In  the  streets;  I do  not  think  it  is  of  any  consequence  where 
it  is  sold. 


Monaghan,  February  2,  1853. 
Mr.  James  Alexander  Ross  examined. 


11963.  Do  you  reside  in  Monaghan  ?— I do.  _ 

11964.  Are  you  Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners  . — lam.  _ 

1 1965  Can  you  <nve  us  any  information  as  to  the  patent  or  authority  under  which  the  mar- 
kets and  fairs  in  this  town  are  held  ?-By  a patent  of  the  9th  James  I,  granting  to  Sir  Edward 
Blaney  the  .right  of  holding  a weekly  market  on  every  Tuesday,  with  all  tolls  and  customs; 
and,  also,  by  letters  patent  in  the  19th  of  James  I.,  granting  the  holding  of  two  fairs  anda 

"TltarWhS^rothe  market-days  now?— Monday  is  the  general  market,  and  a grata 
market  on  Saturday  and  Wednesday ; wheat  and  barley  are  also  sold' on  Tuesday  anti 

l nu967.  What  are  this  fair-days  ?— The  first  Monday  in  every  month. 

11968.  Was  there  any  patent  obtained  for  holding  these  fans?  No. 
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11969.  When  were  they  established  ? — About  thirty  years  ago. 

11970.  The  old  fairs  are  not  held  ? — No. 

11971.  Who  is  the  present  proprietor  of  the  markets? — Lord  Rossmore. 

11972.  Is  he  the  representative  of  the  original  patentee  ? — lie  is. 

11973.  Are  tolls  paid  in  the  markets  or  fairs? — No;  they  have  not  been  paid  for 
many  years. 

1 i974.  When  were  they  abandoned  ? — About  twenty-five  years  ago. 

11975.  What  market  accommodation  have  you? — A market-house  for  the  sale  of  oats, 
wheat,  barley,  meal,  butter,  and  potatoes ; there  is  an  open  space  round  the  market,  with 
two  beams  and  scales. 

11976.  Have  you  a second  market-house? — We  have  a shambles. 

11977.  Where  is  pork  sold  ? — In  the  streets. 

11978.  Where  is  your  flax  market? — Also  in  the  streets.  There  is  also  an  enclosed 
square  for  the  sale  of  fowl  and  eggs,  free  of  all  charges,  given  by  Lord  Rossmore. 

1 1979.  Have  you  a fair-green? — Yes. 

11980.  What  quantity  of  land  is  there? — Probably  about  six  English  acres. 

11981.  Have  you  standings  in  the  streets  ? — Yes. 

- 1 1982.  Is  there  any  charge  for  them? — There  is. 

1 1983.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  of  the  town  sold  in  the  market-place  ? — Wheat,  oats, 
and  barley  are,  except  what  is  sold  at  some  mills  in  the  country. 

11984.  Does  Lord  Rossmore  keep  the  market  in  his  own  hands? — No ; he  has  set  the 
market  to  the  Town  Commissioners  for  £50  a-year ; and  the  Commissioners  light  the  town, 
keep  it  clean,  and  supply  water. 

11985.  Do  they  collect  tolls ? — No;  only  cranage  fees. 

11986.  Is  there  a board  posted  up  stating  the  charge? — There  is. 

11987.  Has  Lord  Rossmore  appointed  a weiglimaster  ? — No  ; he  has  given  all  the  right 
to  us,  and  we  rent  the  market-house  by  proposal  every  year. 

11988.  Does  the  man  who  rents  it  act  as  weiglimaster? — He  does. 

1 1989.  What  do  you  let  ? — The  market,  and  the  shambles,  and  stalls. 

11990.  Is  the  party  sworn  ? — I cannot  say. 

11991.  Might  an  article  be  sold  in  the  market  and  not  weighed,  and  taken  away  without 
charge  ? — It  might. 

11992.  How  many  weighmasters  have  you? — Three  ; one  for  the  crane,  one  for  the 
shambles,  and  one  for  pork. 

11993.  Is  all  the  produce  weighed  in  the  market? — No;  some  of  it  is  weighed  in  the 
private  stores. 

11994.  What  rent  do  you  receive  ? — £160  for  the  market-house ; £43  14s.  3 d.  for  the 
Diamond  stalls;  £42  for  the  pork  ; and  £30  for  the  shambles. 

11995.  Do  the  Commissioners  levy  a rate  in  addition? — They  do. 

1 1996.  Do  the  markets  begin  at  a fixed  hour  ? — They  do. 

11997.  Can  you  give  us  a copy  of  the  charges  for  weighing ? — Yes. 

1 1998.  Do  the  market  arrangements  here  give  satisfaction  ? — I think,  buying  flax  at  six- 
teen pounds  to  the  stone,  and  two  pounds  off  the  hundred-weight,  and  eleven  pounds  off  a 
pig,  are  objectionable. 

1 1999-  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a well-regulated  public  market,  where  all  agricultural 
produce  should  be  sold  and  weighed  ? — I would. 

12000.  Do  you  think  the  charge  to  the  farmer  ought  to  be  more  than  would  keep  up  the 
market  ? — I do  not.  . ..  , 

12001.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country? — I would.  , , , 

12002  Did  you  ever  turn  your  attention  to  the  decimal  system  ? — lx  it  could  be  adopted, 
it  would  be  much  easier  than  any  other. 

12003.  Would  you  have  all  agricultural  produce  weighed  by  sworn  weighmasters,  to  the 
pound,  standing  beam,  and  abolish  all  deductions? — I would.  . 

12004.  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage,  to  compel  the  officers  of  the  market  to  furnish 
proper  statistical  returns  ?— It  would  be  a great  advantage. 

Mr.  Samuel  Richardson  Burnside  examined. 


12005.  Do  you  reside  here  ? — I do. 

12006.  What  is  your  occupation? — I act  for  the  weiglimaster. 

12007.  What  are  the  charges? — Two  pence  a sack  for  grain;  lcZ.  a sack,  potatoes;  2d. 
a crock  of  butter  over  fifty  pounds ; under  that  Id. ; meal,  2d.  a sack  ; flax,  id.  a stone. 

12008.  Do  you  charge  whether  an  article  is  weighed  or  not? — In  some  cases  we  have 
stopped  sacks,  and  made. a charge  when  they  were  being  brought  away.  We  apprehend 
that  when  goods  are  brought  to  the  market  we  have  a right  to  receive  a charge  upon  them. 

12009-  Then  you  charge  fees  whether  you  weigh  or  not? — If  we  can  get  them ; but  the 
thing  very  seldom  occurs.  „ , x 

12010.  Do  you  charge  on  flax  whether  weighed  or  not  ? — yV  e do  not. 

' 12011  .What  is  your  system  of  weighing  corn  ?■. — Down  weight,  to  the  seven  pounds. 

12012.  Must  it  take  seven  pounds  down  ? — It  must,  or  we  throw  seven  pounds  out. 

12013.  What  would  bring  the  scale  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight,  with  a draught 
of  three  hundred-weight  ? — I think,  three  pounds  would  turn  a forty  stone  draught.  1 
think  one  pound  would  turn  two  hundred-weight. 


MONAGHAN, 

3 nd  February,  18S3> 

m. 

Mr.  James  A.  Eoss. 


772. 

Mr.  S.  E.  Burnside, 
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12014.  What  deduction  do  you  make? — We  only  weigh  gross,  and  only  take  off  seven 
pounds  for  the  weight  of  each  sack,  no  matter  what  it  weighs. 

12015.  Suppose  it  weighed  ten  pounds? — We  take  no  more  than  seven  pounds. 

12016.  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — No  ; we  give  a ticket. 

12017-  Do  you  keep  a copy  of  it  ? — No. 

12018.  What  is  the  average  weight  of  the  sack  hero? — I should  say,  five  pounds  is  as 
near  an  average  as  could  be  fairly  made. 

12019.  How  do  you  weigh  butter  ? — Downweight,  to  the  pound,  and  deduct  five  pounds, 
besides  the  tare  of  the  cask,  which  is  twelve  pounds  branded  on  it. 

12020.  What  is  the  five  pounds  for? — I believe  it  is  considered  for  leakage. 

12021.  Is  there  any  other  deduction  ? — No. 

12022.  Does  the  buyer  charge  the  seller  anything? — I believe  he  charges  cranage  in 
addition  to  ours,  in  some  stores  Id.,  in  others  3d. 

12023.  Is  it  bought  by  the  firkin  of  seventy  pounds? — It  is. 

12024.  Is  anything  over  seventy  pounds  paid,  for? — No. 

12025.  Any  thing  under  it  is  deducted  ? — It  is. 

12026.  Do  you  weigh  the  firkins  out  ? — We  do  not. 

12027.  Why  do  you  not  give  the  farmer  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  what  he  has  lost?— 
It  would  do  him  no  good. 

12028.  Are  you  afraid  men  might  he  dissatisfied  if  they  knew  what  they  had  lost  ? — . 
Indeed  we  do  not  bother  our  heads  much  about  what  their  feelings  may  be ; we  act 
according  to  custom. 

1 2029.  Are  the  tares  branded  on  the  firkins  generally  correct  ? — Not  generally ; the  brand 
is  less  than  the  weight. 

12030.  Are  they  frequently  stripped? — Sometimes. 

12031.  Do  the  coopers  brand  their  own  firkins? — They  do. 

12032.  How  do  you  weigh  crock  butter  ? — Down  weight,  to  the  pound,  and  strip  the 
crock  and  deduct  whatever  it  weighs. 

12033.  What  do  you  charge  ? — Two  pence  over  fifty  pounds ; Id.  under. 

12034.  What  deduction  is  made? — One  pound  to  the  score. 

12035.  What  is  that  for  ? — Soakage,  I believe. 

12036.  Does  the  merchant  make  any  charge  ? — I understand  some  charge  Id.,  others  3d. 

12037.  Do  you  weigh  the  crock  in  the  same  manner  as  the  butter,  down  weight  ? — No ; 
standing  beam. 

12038.  Suppose  the  crock  weighed  ten  three-quarter  pounds,  what  do  you  call  it? — 
Eleven  pounds. 

12039.  Do  you  charge  for  weighing  potatoes? — Yes. 

12040.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  an  Act  of  Parliament  against  it  ? — I heard  of  it,  but 
never  saw  it ; we  charge  for  the  ticket. 

12041  If  a farmer  got  potatoes  weighed,  and  did  not  require  a ticket,  would  you  charge 
him  ? — W e would. 

12042.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  parties  retailing  potatoes  ? — No ; we  generally  weigh 
them  in  the  first  instance  inside,  and  they  have  small  scales  of  their  own  for  retailing  them. 

12043.  Do  you  charge  for  standings  ? — Not  for  potatoes ; only  for  meal  standings. 

12044.  How  is  flax  sold  ? — By  the  stone  of  sixteen  pounds. 

12045.  Do  you  weigh  it  down  weight?  No ; a cast  of  the  beam. 

12046.  Does  the  buyer  charge  the  farmers  any  thing? — I believe  1 d.  a stone. 

12047.  Does  he  give  you  \d.  out  of  that? — He  does. 

12048.  When  he  weighs  at  his  own  place,  does  he  also  charge  1 d.  ? — I believe 
he  does. 

12049.  Is  this  a large  flax  market  ? — I think  it  is. 

12050.  If  a party  weighed  a sack  of  meal,  and  paid  2d.,  and  then  wanted  to  retail  it, 
would  you  charge  him  again  ? — Generally  it  is  the  purchaser  who  retails ; the  meal  goes 
into  another  man’s  hands,  and  we  charge  him. 

12051.  The  same  article  pays  twice  ? — Yes. 

12052.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  of  the  system  of  weighing  in  private  ? — I have; 
the  farmers  are  not  generally  content ; and  they  have  come  to  me  sometimes  with  butter  to 
test  the  weight,  and  perhaps  there  might  be  one  pound  or  two  pounds  wrong  in  a crock. 

12053.  But  as  to  corn  ? — Corn  is  never  brought  back. 

12054.  In  your  opinion  is  there  much  fraudulent  weighing  going  on  ? — I cannot  form  an 
opinion,  except  from  report. 

12055.  What  proportion  of  the  butter  do  you  weigh  ? — Nearly  half  the  crocks ; the  rest 
is  weighed  at  private  stores. 

1 2056.  Do  you  weigh  half  firkins  ? — Yes. 

12057.  Do  you  weigh  lump  butter  ? — Only  in  cases  of  dispute. 

12058.  Was  Mr.  Richardson,  the  lessee,  sworn? — No. 

12059.  Were  you? — I was  not. 

12060.  Does  your  system  of  weighing  generally  give  satisfaction? — The  people  are  very 
well  satisfied  with  it,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment. 

12061.  What  kind  of  accounts  do  you  keep  ? — We  do  not  keep  auy  accounts  of  the 
weighing. 

12062.  If  a ticket  were  lost,  you  could  not  give  a copy  of  it  ? — I could  not. 

12063.  Could  you  furnish  a return  of  the  quantity  weighed  in  your  market  for  a year  ?— > 
It  would  he  a very  vague  return. 
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Bernard  Duffy  examined. 

12064.  Do  you  reside  in  Monaghan  ? — I do. 

12065.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a dealer  in  pigs,  and  I rent  the  shambles  here, 
and  the  pork  market. 

12066.  What  do  you  charge  for  weighing  a pig? — Two  pence. 

12067.  Do  you  weigh  down  weight  ? — A little  better  than  standing  beam. 

12068.  What  is  the  smallest  weight  you  use  ? — One  pound. 

12069.  How  is  pork  bought? — It  is  bought  by  120  pounds,  and  weighed  by  112pounds, 
and  eleven  pounds  taken  off ; the  eleven  pounds  hang  upon  the  side  of  the  beam. 

12070.  Do  you  ever  take  off  more  than  eleven  pounds  ? — Never ; I do  not  know  what 
the  buyers  may  do. 

12071.  How  docs  the  buyer  bring  the  weight  into  long  hundreds-weight? — By  taking 
eight  pounds  off'  the  hundred-weight. 

12072.  If  there  were  odd  pounds,  from  what  does  he  deduct  them  ? — From  thirty  pounds. 

12073.  Does  he  make  any  charge  ? — I believe  he  keeps  (id. 

12074.  Does  that  cover  your  charge  ? — I believe  it  does. 

12075.  Are  you  sworn  ? — No. 

12076.  Have  you  a deputy  ? — I have. 

12077.  Do  you  keep  a book? — I make  a double  entry;  one  for  the  buyer  and  one  for 
myself  in  the  book. 

12078.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ? — Yes. 

12079.  What  do  you  pay  your  deputy  ? — Half-a-crown  every  market  day. 

12080.  Does  he  make  out  the  tickets? — No ; I have  a clerk  to  do  that. 

12081.  What  do  you  do  yourself? — Nothing  at  all  except  to  take  the  money. 

120S2.  Are  there  many  complaints  here  about  cutting  the  prices  of  measly  pigs  at,  the 
end  of  the  day,  and  matters  of  that  kind  ?— There  are  complaints  of  persons  buying  measled 
pi<rs  at  so  much  per  hundred-weight,  and  refusing  to  pay  the  full  price  at  the  end  of  the  day. 

°12083.  Is  there  a man  to  inspect  pork  here  ?— There  is  ; but  the  people  do  not  inquire 
after  him.  _ 

12084.  Would  the  buyers  abide  by  his  decision  ? — I think  they  would. 

12085.  What  quantity  of  pigs  are  sold  here  ?— There  were  about  300  sold  last  market-day. 

12086.  Is  that  the  average  ?— No,;  about  250  in  the  winter  half-year. 

Mr.  Patrick  Commeslcy  examined. 

12087.  Do  you  reside  in  Monaghan  ?—l  do.  . 

12088.  What  is  your  occupation? — I inspect  live  and  dead  pigs  under  the  lown  Com- 
missioners. 

12089.  Are  you  paid  a regular  salary  {— i am.  . , 

12090.  Arc  there  many  disputes  here  about  measled  pigs  ? — Heretofore  very  much,  but 
I lessened  them  lately  ; for  when  buyers  know  there  is  a person  to  inspect,  they  will  not 

^ 12091  Do  you  charge  for  inspecting? — Not  one  halfpenny;  I am  paid  by  the  Cor- 
poration.' There  was  a place  allowed  formerly  for  diseased  pigs,  but  there  are  hardly  any 
here  now. 

Mr.  Andrew  Rennick  examined. 

12092.  Where  do  you  reside? — Near  Monaghan. 

12093.  Do  you  buy  butter  in  the  market  here  ? — I do,  and  in  my  own  store. 

12094.  Do  you  weigh  at  your  own  store  ? — I do. 

12095.  If  butter  were  weighed  at  the  market,  would  you  weigh  it  again  at  your  own 
store  ? — No.  . 

12096.  Is  the  system  of  weighing  at  your  store  the  same  as  we  have  heard  ! — It  is. 

12097-  Do  you  make  any  charge? — Two  pence  weighing,  and  2d.  cooperage. 

12098.  What  do  you  charge  for  a crock  ?— Three  pence. 

12099-  Any  charge  for  lump  butter? — No. 

12100.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  butter  sold  and  weighed  in  the  public  mar- 
ket under  sworn  weighmasters  and  inspectors  ? — I would  be  in  favour  of  having  it  weighed 
in  the  public  market,  but  I do  not  think  there  is  any  occasion  for  inspection  there ; persons 
know  very  well  whether  they  are  getting  value,  and  it  would  be  only  an  additional  expense 
to  have  a taster.  We  had  an  inspector,  and  we  never  approved  of  him. 

12101.  Suppose  you  draw  butter  and  do  not  approve  of  it,  and  the  next  buyer  does 
the  same  and  so  on,  would  it  not  injure  the  butter  to  have  ten  or  fifteen  men  draw  it  ? — 
Very  little,  and  that  very  seldom  happens;  it  is  usually  confined  to  one  or  two. 

12102.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  the  farmer  paid  for  every  pound  of  his  butter  ? 

12103^Would  it  be  a good  plan  to  oblige  all  firkins  to  be  branded  by  a sworn  officer 
before  sale  ?— Certainly ; if  I buy  1,000  firkins  here,  I am  obliged  to  keep  men  to  strip  them 
and  ascertain  the  extra  tares  before  I can  send  them  across  tire  water.  I have  bought  some 
firkins  branded  twelve  pounds,  which,  when  they  were  stripped,  weighed  eighteen  pounds. 

12104  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  oyer  the 
country? It  would  be  much  the  best  plan  for  doing  business. 

12105.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  decimal  system  ? — Well,  I suppose,  if  a change  were 
to  be  made  wo  mi'dit  as  well  finish  the  matter,  and  come  to  the  decimal  system  at  once. 
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] 2106.  Is  not  a well-regulated  public  market  a protection  to  the  lionest  trader  as  well  as 
to  the  farmer  ? — I think  it  is  the  only  protection  for  the  honest  trader.  1 would  like  to 
have  every  thing  weighed  by  a public  crane-master.' 

12107-  Would  you  have  firkins  branded  on  the  sides,  top,  and  bottom,  before  sale? — 
If  that  be  not  done,  there  can  be  no  fair  play.  The  five  pounds  deduction  was  always  con- 
sidered by  the  farmers  a loss  to  them,  and  they  tried  to  make  it  up. 

12108.  You  would  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  these  deductions? — I would. 

. 12109.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  have  the  statistics  of  all  markets  properly  kept  ? — 
•Certainly ; if  there  were  proper  accommodation  in  the  public  market  I never  would  buy  a 
firkin  in  my  own  place. 

12110.  Does  the  over-weight  you  get  at  all  equal  the  tares? — Well,  I suppose  it  goes 
very  near  it. 

Mr.  James  Wright  examined.  , 

12111.  Do  you  reside  here  ? — I do. 

12112.  Do  you  buy  butter  here  ? — I do. 

12113.  Would  you  object  to  buy  in  a well-regulated  public  market?— I would  be  very 
happy  to  go  there.  There  is  scarcely  a market-day  here  that  there  arc  not  complaints;  I 
may  be  objected  to  myself  and  know  nothing  about  it.  Wo  cannot  afford  to  pay  men  pro- 
perly, and  the  sort  of  men  we  have  do  make  mistakes,  which  I have  been  repeatedly  called 
upon  myself  to  set  right.  It  would  be  much  better  for  the  country  to  have  public  markets, 
with  proper  men  appointed  there. 

121 14.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  all  deductions,  and  paying  the  farmer  for 
every  pound  of  his  butter  ? — I would. 

121 15.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  uniform  system  of  weighing? — Certainly;  and  I 
think  the  decimal  system  would  be  the  best. 

12116.  Would  you  have  the  market’s  commence,  at  a stated  hour? — I think  so;  it  would 
place  all  persons  on  an  equality. 

12117.  Do  you  think  there  are  many  frauds  in  weighing  practised  here  ? — I think  there 
are  a great  many. 

12118.  Could  you  give  any  idea  of  the  quantity  of  butter  sold  here? — I think,  upon  an 
average,  about  £1,000  worth  every  market-day  for  the  whole  year. 

12119.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a butter  inspector  ? — 1 think  not;  I would 
rather  see  the  article  I was  buying  myself,  and  I think  with  such  an  amount  of  competition 
as  there  is  in  this  market,  there  is  no  occasion  for  an  inspector.  If  there  were  an  inspector, 
the  buyers  might  get  together  in  the  morning  and  settle  the  prices,  but  where  each  party 
comes  in  on  his  own  account,  we  must  offer  exactly  what  the  article  is  worth. 

12120.  Could  not  the  buyers  agree  together  on  the  prices  just  as  well  when  there  is  no 
inspector  ? — I think  they  could  not ; besides  the  farmers  may  change  the  casks  after  being 
inspected. 

12121.  .The  casks  need  not  be  left  in  their  hands  at  all? — That  woidd  certainly  meet 
that  one  objection. 

Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Mooney.— I am  not  much  occupied  in  the  mercantile  world ; my  know- 
ledge is  rather  theoretical ; however  I have  some  little  practice.  I think  the  frauds  of  the 
small  dealers  in  butter  are  a more  crying  evil  than  those  of  the  large.  If  I only  send  seven 
pounds  by  my  servant  to  the  Monaghan  market,  I have  it  weighed  at  home,  and  I have  as 
good  weights  as  any  man.  I allow  half-a-pound  for  fraud,  but  a gentlema,n  to  whom  I sold 
butter  was  not  satisfied  until  he  took  three-quarters  of  a pound.  I went  to  him  myself,  and  re- 
monstrated with  him,  and  threatened  to  expose  him  in  the  public  papers;  and  I had  only  one 
redress,  never  to  send  him  any  again,  and  I never  did.  I appeal  to  the  meeting  whether  the 
general  system  is  not  as  glaring  as  the  sun  at  noon-day.  I will  only  make  a few  observations 
in  regard  to  the  buyers  of  pork.  They  take  eleven  pounds  to  each  pig.  When  a pig  is  sold 
in  England  the  top  of  each  foot  is  cut  off  and  thrown  into  the  scale  with  the  weights,,  and 
that  is  all  the  deduction  made.  If  you  sell  to  a merchant  in  Belfast,  he  takes.  120  pounds 
to  the  hundred- weight,  and  deducts  eleyen  pounds.  Another  very  great  grievance  is,  that 
potatoes  coming  in  here  are  immediately  bought  up  by  forestallers,  and  the  poor  starving 
people  here  may  have  to  pay  nearly  1 \d.  more  for  them.  We  have  been  so  long  accustomed 
to  frauds  here,  that  we  submit  patiently  to  have  five  pounds  taken  off  every  firkin  of  butter, 
and  only  to  be  paid  for  seventy  pounds,  whatever  the  quantity  there. 

12122.  Do  you  complain  of  frauds,  or  only  deductions?— Frauds  by  deduction — tlje 
grossest  frauds. 

12123.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a well-arranged  public  market  ? — I would. 

12124.  What  is  charged  for  weighing  small  quantities  of  butter  here? — One  penny  to 
every  ten  pounds. 

Mr.  Robert  Sloane  examined. 

12125.  Do  you  sell  butter? — I do,  and  I am  obliged  to  go  to  the  county  Armagh,  from 
the  injustice  of  the  beams  and  scales  at  the  Ballibay  market,  in  this  county.  I was  in  the 
court-house  of  Ballibay  on  Monday,  where  a case  came  before  the  magistrates.  A man  sold 
a quantity  of  butter  which  he  had  weighed  at  home  in  Carrickinacross,  and  found  to  be 
twelve  pounds,  and  he  was  only  paid  for  eight  pounds  and  a half.  lie  took  it  to  the  police- 
barrack,  and  it  was  weighed  there,  and  the  weight  was  eleven  pounds  three  quarters.  I sold 
at  Ballibay,  myself,  a quantity  of  butter  at  9 \d.  the  pound;  1 saw  it  weighed  at  home,  and 
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when  the  buyer  said  it  was  thirty-six  pounds  I refused  to  give  it  to  him.  I took  it  to  another 
party  to  whom  I told  nothing  about  it  until  it  was  weighed,  and  it  weighed  thirty-eight 
pounds.  I always  now  go  to  the  county  of  Armagh,  and  never  sell  one  pound  of  butter  in 
Ballibay.  In  the  flax  trade  we  are  robbed  just  the  same  ; I sold  fifty- one  stones  of  flax  on 
Saturday,  and  two  pounds  to  the  hundred-weight  were  taken'  off.  On  Saturday  fortnight 
I sold  flax,  the  last  stone  of  which  the  buyer  only  weighed  at  fourteen  pounds.  I sent  it 
to  the  market-house  crane,  and  it  weighed  seventeen  pounds,  beam  and  beam,  and  I got  the 
crane  note  for  sixteen  and  a quarter  pounds  to  be  paid  for.  I complained  to  the  head  con- 
stable, who  came  and  examined  the  scale,  and  it  took  one  pound  one  ounce  to  balance  the 
scale  where  the  flax  was.  I wished  to  have  the  scale  reversed — the  flax  man  wished  to 
keep  his  finger  on  to  move  the  beam.  The  scale  was  reversed,  and  it  took  two  pounds  to 
balance  the  two  scales  when  reversed.  We  consider  it  a grievance  in  Ballibay  that  sixteen 
and  a quarter  pounds  are  taken  to  the  stone,  and  two  pounds  deducted  to  the  hundred- 
weight ; and  for  one  farmer  who  can  calculate  long  weights  out  of  short  weights,  you  will  find, 
one  hundred  who  cannot  do  so,  and  therefore  do  not  know  what  they  are  getting.  Every 
article  should  be  weighed,  cock-and-cock,  and  paid  for  as  it  is. 

12126.  You  would  not  conceive  it  any  hardship  to  be  obliged  to  go  into  a public  market  ? 
— Certainly  not ; I think  it  would  do  us  great  justice. 

12 1 27'.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  ? — Decidedly. 

12128.  Would  you  approve  of  the  decimal  question? — Yes;  it  would  be  the  easiest  of 
calculation. 

12129.  Would  you  have  frauds,  committed  by  either  party,  punished  in  a summary 
way  ? — Most  certainly. 

12130.  Would  you  have  the  markets  begin  at  a fixed  hour? — As  a seller,  I should  like 
it  very  much. 

12131.  Would  you  have  fairs  removed  from  the  streets  into  well-enclosed  and  drained 
fair-greens? — I would. 

12132.  As  a farmer,  would  you  object  to  pay  a small  charge  for  a standing? — No  more 
thari  I would  object  to  pay  county  cess. 

12133.  Would  you  have  a person  in  every  market  to  decide  disputes,  and  not  leave  the 
decision  altogether  to  the  buyers  ? — Decidedly. 

Mr.  James  Taylor  examined. 

12134.  Do  you  reside  here  ? — I do. 

12135.  Are  you  a seller  ? — Yes,  I sell  butter  and  flax  ; I have  only  to  remark,  that  I have 
seen  several  ways  of  wronging  people  in  weighing  ; when  the  weights  are  right  the  beam 
is  wrong,  and  also  the  weights  are  counted  wrong,  and  the  country  people  are  not  quick 
enough  to  count  them  right. 

Mr.  John  Gowdie  examined. 

12136.  Where  do  you  reside? — Two  miles  from  Monaghan. 

12137.  Do  you  generally  concur  in  the  observations  which  have  been  made? — I do  not 
exactly  concur  in  what  has  been  said  about  frauds ; I think  the  bad  regulations  of  the  trade 
have  brought  them  on  as  much  as  any  thing  else. 

12138.  Do  you  find  that  you  are  unfairly  treated  ? — According  to  the  regulations  of  the 
market,  lam;  I complain  of  the  system ; I complain  that  there  is  no  smaller  weight  than 
seven  pound  used  in  weighing  grain,  and  seven  pounds  taken  off  for  the  sack,  and  heavy 
down  weight  required ; so  that,  I calculate,  every  poor  man  who  brings  in  a sack  of  oats 
loses  nearly  a stone  ; I also  complain  of  every  article  being  charged,  whether  it  is  weighed 
or  not,  and  even  whether  it  is  sold  or  not. 

12139.  Would  you  approve  of  a well-regulated  public  market,  where  all  persons  should 
be  obliged  to  sell  and  weigh  ? — I would. 

12140.  And  an  uniform  system  of  weighing  ? — Yes. 

12141.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  decimal  system  ? — Yes;  it  would  be  the  fairest  in 
every  way,  and  the  easiest  for  the  country  people  to  count  by. 

•12142.  You  would  have  all  deductions  abolished? — Certainly. 

12143.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  that  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  markets  should  keep 
cbrrect  statistics? — I think  it  would  be  pleasant  enough,  but  I do  not  see  that  it  wrould  be 
of  much  use  to  buyers  or  sellers. 

.12144.  Would  you  have  the  markets  commence  at  a fixed  hour? — I would. 

12145.  Would  you  remove  the  fairs  into  enclosed  fair-greens? — It  would  be  very  desirable. 

12146.  You  would  not  object  to  pay  a small  charge  for  a good  standing? — Certainly  not. 

Mr.  Henry  George  Johnson  examined. 

12147.  Do  you  reside  here  ? — I do. 

12148.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a public  market  ? — I would. 

12149.  And  an  uniform  system  of  weighing,  abolishing  all  deductions? — Decidedly. 

. 12150.  Would  you  have  all  fairs  removed  out  of  the  public  streets? — Probably  it  w'ould 
be  better. 

Mr.  Francis  McMahon  examined. 

12151.  Do  you  reside  here? — 1 do. 

12152.  Do  you  purchase  flax? — Yes. 

12153.  How  do  you  weigh  ?— -We  buy  by  the  stone  of  sixteen  and  a-quarter  pounds,  and 
take  two  pounds  to  the  hundred-weight,  and.  weigh  to  the  pound,  with  the  draught  in 
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favour  of  the  flax  ; a great  many  parties  damp  their  flax,  so  that  two  pounds  would  not 
make  up  the  weight. 

12154.  If  you  found  flax  wet  would  you  take  something  more? — I would  not  take  it  at 
all. 

12155.  What  do  you  charge  ? — One  penny  a stone  for  storage ; and  if  it  is  weighed  in 
the  market  we  pay  \d.  to  the  weighmaster  out  of  that. 

12156.  What  is  the  greatest  quantity  you  buy  in  a day? — From  600  to  1,000  stones,  or, 
sometimes,  1,400. 

12157.  What  do  you  pay  a year  for  your  store  ? — I have  paid  £10. 

12158.  If  you  did  not  weigh  the  flax  would  you  stop  the  Id.? — I do  not  buy  without 
weighing  it. 

12159.  What  check  is  there  upon  a buyer  who  chooses  to  act  dishonestly  ? — There  is  the 
public  crane. 

12160.  Would  not  a public  crane,  where  all  should  be  weighed  by  sworn  weighmasters, 
be  the  best  for  all  parties  ? — I do  not  say  that. 

Mathew  John  Anketell,  esq.,  d.l.,  examined. 

12161  Do  you  reside  here? — I do. 

12162.  You  are  a magistrate  for  the  county,  and  deputy -lieutenant  ? — I am. 

12163.  Do  you  concur  generally  in  the  opinions  we  have  heard  ? — I do ; and  I am  led  to 
think  that  a great  many  of  the  charges  we  have  heard  against  buyers  arise  out  of  circum- 
stances over  which  they  have  no  control ; I no  not  mean  to  say  it  is  impossible  they  may  not 
be  honest ; but  it  arises  in  great  measure  from  the  persons  the  master- buyers  are  compelled 
to  employ  in  weighing  here,  who  have  a habit  of  taking  a number  of  what  are  called  here 
“johnnies” — half-glasses  of  whiskey — until  towards  the  evening  of  the  day;  these  johnnies 
bein"  no  great  harm  singly,  but  accumulating  like  Lord  Strafford’s  constructive  treason, 
fifty  to  one  of  these  men  cannot  tell  what  they  are  weighing ; I mention  this,  because,  while 
I believe  the  farmers  have  great  cause  of  complaint,  at  the  same  time,  I believe  that  many 
of  them  arise,  not  so  much  from  the  buyers  as  from  the  people  they  employ ; and  for  that 
reason  alone,  I would  be  in  favour  of  a public  market,  where  the  weighmaster  and  all  other 
officers  should  be  on  their  oaths. 

12164.  Would  you  have  the  officer  at  the  head  of  each  market  allowed  to  act  as  arbitra- 
tor between  buyer  and  seller  ? — Yes,  that  would  be  a very  simple  plan  ; I am  not  aware  what 
the  laws  are  regarding  forestalling,  but,  I think,  it  should  be  legislated  for. 

12165.  Obliging  all  parties  to  come  into  a public  market  would  soon  put  an  end  to  it  ? — 
Yes,  it  would. 

12166.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  everywhere  ? — 
Yes,  and  I think  the  decimal  system  would  be  the  best ; as  an  instance  of  the  importance  of 
simplifying  the  system,  I may  mention  that  four  or  five  years  ago,  when  the  famine  was  here, 
we  had  twenty-one  clerks  for  the  electoral  divisions  of  this  union,  and  I recollect,  that  out 
of  the  twenty-one,  there  were  not  mere  than  three  who  could  keep  their  accounts,  and  they 
had  to  call  in  all  the  country  schoolmasters, — actually  the  schoolmasters  were  flying  over 
the  whole  country  at  a premium;  and  these  twenty-one  persons  were  supposed  to  be 
respectable  men. 

12167.  Would  you  have  agricultural  produce  weighed  standing  beam,  and  the  farmer 
paid  for  every  pound  ? — I would  ; and  I would  have  the  sides,  tops,  and  bottoms  of  all 
vessels  branded,  and  let  the  sacks  or  crocks  be  always  tared,  and  the  actual  weight 
deducted. 

12168.  Would  you  have  all  fairs  removed  out  of  the  streets  into  properly-enclosed  fair- 
greens  ? — Decidedly. 

12169.  You  would  not  object  to  pay  a small  charge  ? — Certainly  not. 

12170.  Would  you  oblige  the  officers  of  each  market  to  furnish  proper  statistical  returns  ? 

It  would  be  very  important,  not  alone  upon  local  grounds,  but  as  a general  principle. 

For  the  last  three  or  four  years  I have  had  occasion  to  make  out  a large  amount  of  statis- 
tics, for  railway  and  other  purposes ; and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  assistance  of  the  crane- 
master,  I do  not  know  what  I could  have  done. 

12171.  Would  you  oblige  the  clerks  of  the  market  to  enter  in  every  ticket  the  number 
of  sacks  or  firkins,  the  weight,  and  the  price  ? — Decidedly. 

12172.  Do  you  find  much  inconvenience  here  arise  from  the  £5  clause  of  the  Summary 
Jurisdiction  Act  ? — A great  deal ; it  is  perfectly  ridiculous. 

12173.  Do  you  think  the  limit  of  £5  should  refer  to  the  amount  of  the  fraud  attempted, 
not  the  value  of  the  whole  article? — Decidedly  ; that  should  be  its  meaning. 

Robert  Henry  Dolling,  esq.,  examined. 

12174.  Do  you  reside  here? — I do. 

12175.  You  are  a magistrate  ? — I am  ; I quite  concur  with  the  opinions  expressed  regard- 
ing the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act;  the  improvement  suggested  would  very  much  facilitate 
my  operations  here,  for  there  are  a great  many  complaints ; I would  like  to  say,  in  justice 
to  the  buyers  who  frequent  this  town,  and  also  the  other  towns  of  Ulster,  with  whom  I have 
an  extensive  acquaintance,  that  a great  many  of  them  are  respectable  honest  men,  who  have 
been  driven  into  this  system,  not  from  any  wish  of  their  own  at  all ; they  are  anxious  to  pay 
for  every  pound  they  buy  ; but  there  are  numbers  of  low  buyers  going  about,  the  country, 
and  it  is  by  them  they  are  driven  into  this  system,  against  their  will ; therefore,  an  uniform 
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system,  which  would  abolish  these  deductions,  would  be  a great  advantage  to  the  country. 
I am  quite  convinced,  that  if  there  were  in  each  market  town  proper  fair-greens  and  markets, 
provided  with  sufficient  cranes,  and  having  large  boards  posted  in  prominent  positions,  so 
that  every  farmer  might  see  what  he  had  to  pay,  it  would  greatly  facilitate  business,  and 
benefit  all  parties. 

12176.  You  would  oblige  all  persons  to  go  there  ?— I would.  Two  or  three  years  ago, 
when  a private  Act  was  brought  in  for  Belfast,  there  was  a tremendous  outcry,  because  the 
people  were  obliged  to  go  into  the  market ; but  now  that  they  have  found  the  system  to 
work  so  well,  the  outcry  has  completely  died  away,  and  farmers,  and  even  poor  women, 
bringing  in  baskets  of  fowl,  are  perfectly  satisfied  to  go  into  the  market,  and  pay  a small 
toll ; and  the  people  of  the  town  are  perfectly  satisfied,  for  they  have  only  to  go  into  the 
market-place,  and  get  whatever  article  they  want.  One  thing  more  1 would  like  to  add— 
that  there  should  be  one  or  two  persons  obliged  to  go  round  all  the  market  towns  once  or 
twice  a year,  to  inspect  all  the  markets,  and  have  penalties,  unless  they  were  in  proper 
order.  I do  not  think  the  thing  can  ever  be  well  done  unless  some  officers  are  appointed 
by  Government,  to  go  round,  as  the  gaol  inspectors  do,  and  inspect  the  markets. 

12177-  What  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  ipvesting  the  market  in  trustees? — I have 
not  given  the  question  any  consideration. 

12178.  Do  you  think  the  charge  at  fairs  should  be  paid  upon  all  cattle  entering  ? — Most 
decidedly,  on  entering. 
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A Schedule  of  Charges,  to  be  paid  to  the  Contractors  for  the  Diamond  and  Shambles, 
Stallages,  and  Cranes,  within  the  said  Borough,  viz.  : — 


For  every  stand  of  old  clothes, 
Vehicle  used  by  auctioneers, 
Sixpence  formerly  charged  for — 
Stand,  covered  or  roofed, 

Cart  or  car-load  of  fruit, 

Stand  of  tin  ware,  . 

Cart  of  turnips,  on  Mondays, 

Stand  of  stockings, 

Four  pence  formerly  charged: 

Of  hardware  or  soft  goods,  unroofed, 
Of  shoes  or  brogues, 

Of  linen  or  hats, 

Iron  or  metal  ware, 

Spades  or  shovels,  . 

Delph  or  earthenware, 

Lot  of  quicks  or  forest  trees. 


DIAMOND  STALLAGES. 
s.  d. 


Stand  of  nails, 

Seeds  or  vegetables, 

Confectionary,  . 

Mixed  goods,  &c.. 

No  charge  formerly. 
Lot  of  furniture  or  carpenters’ 
work, 

Coopers’  ware  or  dishes,  . 
Scantling,  timber,  &c.,  . 

Grass  besoms  or  mats,  . 

Formerly  charged. 

Creel  of  fruit  or  fish, 

Bag  of  salt. 

For  every  stand  of  beef,  . 

Lot  of  bacon. 

Load  of  plants  or  fish,  . 


«.  d. 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 


0 2 
0 2 
0 2 
0 1 

0 1 
0 1 
0 4 
0 2 
0 2 


SHAMBLES  STALLAGES. 

N.B.— The  Beef  Standings  were  charged  formerly  only  id.,  and  the  Plants,  Fish  Creels,  or 
Baskets,  were  not  charged. 

s.  d.  s.  d. 

For  every  cart,  or  lot  of  young  pigs,  0 2 For  every  barrel  of  fish,  . .01 

And  if  a crate  offered,  . .04  Lot  of  creels  or  baskets,  . .02 

Or  if  a crate  supplied  by  contractor,  0 4 

N.B. — All  Persons  putting  any  obstructions,  or  hindrances,  to  the  free  passage  of  any  of 
Her  Majesty’s  subjects,  on  or  across  any  of  the  footpaths,'  in  the  said  borough,  will  be  fined 
according  to  law. 

The  foregoing  is  a copy  of  what  is  printed  on  the  Stallage  Board. 

September,  1843.  James  M‘Night. 


SHAMBLES  CRANES. 

s.  d.  s.  d. 

For  every  draught  in  large  crane,  . 0 2 | For  every  carcass  of  flesh  retailed,  . 0 4 

MARKET-HOUSE  CRANES. 

s.  d.  s.  d- 

For  every  sack  of  meal  or  oats,  . 0 2 1 For  every  crock  of  butter  under  50  lbs.  0 1 

,,  „ potatoes,  . 0 150  lbs.  and  upwards,  . .02 

Every  stone  of  flax,  . . 0 04  | 


Castleblayney,  February  3,  1853. 
Mr.  James  Wallace  examined. 


CASTLEBLAYNEY 
3rd  February,  1S53. 


12179.  Do  you  reside  in  Castleblayney? — I do.  785. 

12180.  Are  you  the  weigbmaster? — I attend  to  the  crane  for  Mrs.  Henry,  who  rents  it  Mr.  James  Wallace, 
from  Lord  Blayney. 

12181.  Is  Lord  Blayney  the  owner  of  the  market? — He  is. 

12182.  Do  you  know  any  thing  about  the  patent  or  authority  for  holding  markets  here  ? 

— I do  not. 
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12183.  Are  there  any  tolls  or  customs  levied  here  now? — None  whatever. 

12184.  Are  there  market-places  here  ? — There  is  a market-house,  with  an  open  space 
around  it,  provided  by  Lord  Blayney,  for  the  sale  of  butter,  flax,  corn,  hay,  and  straw. 

12185.  Is  pork  sold  there?— We  have  no  pork  market. 

12186.  How  many  beams  and  scales  are  there  ? — One  for  corn,  one  for  flax,  and  one  for 
butter.  There  are  also  two  small  scales  for  butter. 

121S7.  Any  other  market  accommodation  ? — There  are  shambles. 

12188.  Is  there  a fair-green  ? — There  is. 

12189,  Is  it  in  the  streets  ? — It  is. 

12190.  Is  there  a weigh-bridge  here  ? — Yes. 

12191.  What?  rent  does  Mrs.  Henry  pay  ? — I believe  £40  a-year 

12192.  Are  you  sworn  ? — No. 

12193.  Is  the  market  let  every  year  ? — I believe  it  is  taken  from  year  to  year. 

12194.  Is  there  a board  up  in  the  market,  showing  the  charges? — There  is  not. 

12195.  No  person  knows  what  he  has  a right  to  pay  ? — It  is  very  well  understood,  gene- 
rally. 

12196.  Have  you  printed  or  written  lists,  or  records,  of  any  kind  ? — None  at  all. 

12197.  Were  the  charges  fixed  by  Lord  Blayney? — I think  they  were  fixed  by  the  court- 
leet. 

12198.  When  did  the  courtleet  sit? — I think  about  twelve  years  since. 

12199.  Is  there  a seneschal  in  the  town  ? — Yes,  Lord  Blavney’s  agent,  Mr.  Mayne. 

12200.  Could  Mrs.  Henry  raise  the  charges  if  she  chose  ? — Certainly  not. 

12201.  What  are  your  charges? — One  penny  a draught  on  the  scales,  and  3 d.  on  the 
weigh-bridge.  Small  draughts  of  butter  are  only  charged  \d.  up  to  ten  pounds. 

12202.  If  persons  sell  in  the  market- house,  but  do  not  weigh,  do  you  make  any  charge? 
— No  ; they  may  sell  in  the  market-house  and  weigh  elsewhere. 

1 2203.  Is  all  the  agricultural  produce  of  the  town  sold  there  ? — Generally,  all  the  grain 
is.  Butter  in  small  quantities  is  also  sold  there,  but  not  in  firkins.  Firkin  butter  is  sold 
about  the  town  ; and.  a great  portion  of  all  the  agricultural  produce  is  sold  in  the  streets, 
and  weighed  at  merchants’  stores. 

12204.  Is  your  accommodation  sufficient  to  weigh  all  the  produce,  if  it  came  in,  without 
delay  ? — I think  it  is-;  and  if  there  was  not  sufficient,  Mrs.  Henry  would  provide  more. 

12205.  What  is  your  system  of  weighing  grain  ? — Down  weight  to  the  seven  pounds. 

12206.  If  the  scale  did  not  go  down  would  you  throw  seven  pounds  out? — Certainly. 

12207.  What  would  bring  the  scales  from  standing  beam  to  down  weight  ? — I suppose 
two  pounds  would  do  it  well. 

12208.  What  do  you  deduct  for  the  empty  sack  ? — Seven  pounds  ; and  if  it  is  heavier 
fourteen  pounds  are  taken. 

12209-  Is  the  sack  ever  weighed  ? — It  is. 

12210.  If  it  weighed  half  apoundover  seven  pounds  would  you  deduct  fourteen  pounds? 
— Yes. 

12211.  What  is  the  average  weight  of  each  sack  ? — I should  say  five  pounds  or  six  pounds. 
We  weigh  gross.  It  is  the  buyer  who  deducts  the  weight  of  the  sack. 

12212.  Do  the  buyers  charge  when  grain  is  weighed  at  their  stores  ? — I think  they  charge 
1 d.  a sack,  for  what  they  call  storage. 

12213.  Do  they  charge  for  porterage  ?— One  penny  covers  it. 

12214.  Have  you  barrowmen  in  your  market  ? — We  have. 

12215.  Who  pays  them? — The  persons  who  employ  them  pay  them  Id  a sack. 

12216.  If  a man  weighs  grain  with  you,  and  then  takes  it  to  the  merchant’s  Btores,  does 
he  pay  Id.  a sack  ? — I cannot  say  as  to  that ; I believe  it  is  their  rule  to  charge  Id 

12217.  If  a man  does  not  employ  these  porters,  can  he  get  to  the  scale  as  easily? — He 
cannot  get  as  easily. 

12218.  Are  they  under  your  control? — They  are  not. 

12219-  Do  the  barrows  belong  to  themselves  ? — They  do. 

12220.  How  many  of  these  men  are  there  ? — Eight  or  ten. 

12221.  Can  any  man  who  chooses  act  there  ? — He  can,  of  course. 

•12222.  Is  not  that  a bad  arrangement  ? — Very  bad. 

12223.  How  do  you  weigh  butter  ? — Small  quantities  are  weighed  standing  beam  ; firkin 
butter  is  also  weighed  standing  beam,  and  five  pounds  taken  off  every  firkin  ; but  I very 
seldom  weigh  that  butter. 

12224.  Do  you  weigh  flax  ?— No. 

12225.  How  do  you  weigh  potatoes? — Just  the  same  as  oats. 

12226.  Did  you  ever  know  of  frauds  practised  in  weighing  in  the  private  stores  ? — I have 
heard  many  complaints  as  to  the  weighing  of  butter,  but  not  as  to  corn ; there  is  only  one 
store  here,  and  a fairer  place  could  not  be. 

12227.  Or  with  regard  to  flax  ?— I have  not  heard  any. 

12228.  What  quantity  of  butter  is  sold  here  in  the  week  ? — -A  very  large  quantity  of  fresh 
butter  ; I do  not  know  as  to  firkin. 

12229.  Is  there  much  fresh  butter  weighed  in  the  public  market  ? — There  is. 

12230.  Do  you  keep  a book  ? — I do  not. 

12231.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ?^Certainly. 

12232.  What  do  you  enter  in  it? — The  weight,  the  seller’s  name,  and  the  date. 

12233.  I suppose  you  could  give  no  information  as  to  the  quantity  weighed  in  your  market 
for  a year  ? — Not  at  till. 
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12234.  What  are  the  market-days? — The  grain  market  is  on  Tuesday  and  Friday; 
Wednesday  is  the  general  market,  when  flax,  meal,  potatoes,  butter,  fowl,  and  eggs,  are 
sold. 

12235.  What  are  the  fair- days? — The  first  Wednesday  of  every  month. 

12236.  Does  any  inconvenience  ai-ise  from  having  the  fairs  held  in  the  public  streets? — 
There  is  not  a great  deal  of  the  fair  in  the  public  streets,  except  the  pig  market. 

12237.  Is  there  any  charge  for  stalls? — No,  except  that  any  person  who  lets  a table, 
charges  for  it. 

Mr.  Henry  Bragan  examined. 

12238.  Do  you  live  in  Castleblayney  ? — I do. 

12239.  Are  you  employed  in  the  market  ? — I weigh  butter  there. 

12240.  Do  you  weigh  firkin  butter? — No;  firkin  butter  is  not  weighed  in  the  market- 
house  ; it  is  weighed  in  private  cranes  by  the  buyers,  and  crock  butter  in  the  same  way ; I 
only  weigh  lump  butter. 

1224 1 . What  is  your  system  of  weighing  ? — I charge  hd.  up  to  ten  pounds,  and  over  that 
1 d.,  and  no  matter  how  large,  I weigh  it  for  1 d. ; I weigh  with  just  a cast  of  the  beam,  and 
deduct  one  pound  to  the  score. 

12242.  Do  you  weigh  to  the  pound  ? — Any  thing  that  goes  up  to  five  pounds,  I weigh  to 
a quarter  pound,  and  anything  over  that  to  a half  pound. 

12243.  How  many  scales  have  you? — Sometimes  three  small  scales. 

12244.  What  is  the  deduction  made  for  ? — I do  not  know ; it  is  a regular  custom  which 
has  been  in  the  market  these  four  years  back. 

12245.  Was  it  the  buyers  laid  down  the  rule? — It  was ; they  call  it  soakage. 

12246.  Soakage  in  lump  butter? — Yes. 

12247.  Do  you  give  a ticket  ? — I do  not. 

12218.  Can  you  write? — No. 

12249.  Can  you  read  ? — 1 can  read  print. 

12250.  You  only  count  the  money  and  give  it  to  Mrs.  Henry  ?— Just  so. 

12251.  Are  you  paid? — I am. 

12252.  You  hand  your  receipts  to  Mrs.  Henry  ? — I have  no  receipts  at  all ; I hand  her 
the  money. 

12253.  Could  you  tell  what  quantity  you  weigh  in  a year  ? — I could  not. 

12254.  What  proportion  of  what  is  sold  in  the  market  do  you  weigh? — I could  not  say. 

12255.  Do  you  weigh  a half? — No,  nor  a fourth. 

12256.  Do  you  weigh  a tenth  ? — No. 

12257.  How  many  pence  had  you  at  the  end  of  the  last  day  ? — I had  7s. ; it  was  mostly 
all  half-pence. 

12258.  Do  you  think  you  weigh  more  than  a twentieth  ? — Indeed  I don’t  think  I do. 

12259.  How  do  you  account  for  the  butter  not  being  weighed  with  you? — The  buyers 
take  houses  and  weigh  for  themselves,  and  they  think  they  can  make  at  the  private  stores 
by  weighing. 

12260.  Did  you. ever  know  any  instances  of  fraudulent  weighing  ?— I never  did. 

12261.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  ? — 1 did. 

12262.  Do  parties  ever  come  to  re-weigh  with  you  ? — They  do. 

12263.  Do  the  weights  prove  to  be  wrong? — They  do ; from  one  pound  to  one  and 
a-half  pounds  upon  small  draughts. 

12264.  Did  you  ever  hear  complaints  regarding  your  own  system  ? — Indeed  I did,  many 
a time. 

12265.  By  whom  ? — By  the  country  people ; sometimes  the  buyers  would  not  take  their 
weights. 

12266.  IIow  long  have  you  been  weighing? — Seven  or  eight  years. 

12267.  Do  you  ever  make  up  the  price  of  lump  butter  for  the  farmer? — Never. 

12268.  Could  you  do  it?— I am  not  too  apt  at  counting. 

12269-  Does  the  buyer  make  any  charge  on  the  butter  ? — I know  nothing  about  it. 

Air.  Richard  Hall  examined. 

12270-  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Near  Castleblayney. 

12271.  Do  you  sell  in  this  market? — I do. 

12272.  Do  you  think  the  market  satisfactorily  conducted  ? — I do  not ; they  take  more 
than  what  is  regular  in  the  weight.  1 have  known  butter  weighed  down  weight  at  home, 
and  there  was  a quarter  of  a pound. here  stopped  out  of  five  pounds,  which  was,  with  the  other 
deductions,  two  pounds  to  the  score.  The  farmers,  in  general,  say  the  weights  are  not  fair, 
and  they  go  to  the  markets  in  the  county  Armagh. 

12273.  When  a farmer  is  selling  butter,  if  lie  does  not  like  the  charges,  can  he  take  it 
away  ? — I believe  he  can  ; but  it  is  disfigured  a little  by  the  weighing. 

12274.  Do'you  sell  firkin  butter? — I.  do. 

12275.  How  is  it  weighed  ?— Down  weight,  to  the  pound,  aud  five  pounds  beamage 
deducted. 

12276.  What  is  taken  for  the  empty  firkin  ?— According  to  the  tare;  whatever  is  branded, 
but  perhaps  they  may  take  two  pounds  more  and  say  it  is  too  heavy. 

12277.  Do  they  pay  for  more  than  seventy  pounds  ? — No  more,  if  we  had  100  pounds. 

12278.  Do  they  weigh  it  out? — No  ; we  do  not  know  what  may  be  the  quantity  over 
Seventy  pounds,  . 
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12279.  If  it  was  sliort  of  seventy  pounds  would  they  let  you  know  ?— Indeed  tliey  would ; 
no  doubt  of  that. 

12280.  Are  there  many  frauds  in  weighing  firkin  or  lump  butter  ? — I think  there  are. 

12281.  What  do  the  buyers  charge?— They  keep  Is.  Id.  a cask  for  cranage,  and  they 
sometimes  cut  the  price  when  they  say  the  butter  is  not  first  quality  ; they  are  their  own 
inspectors.  . . 

12282.  Would  you  he  in  favour  of  having  proper  market  accommodation,  with  an  efficient 
staff,  and  sworn  weighmasters,  and  oblige  all  produce  coming  into  the  town  to  be  sold  and 
weighed  there  ? — Indeed,  I think  it  would  he  very  useful  to  the  public. 

12283.  Would  you  object  to  pay  a small  charge  for  the  support  of  such  a market?— No; 

I would  pay  any  thing  reasonable. 

122S4.  Would  you  have  all  deductions  abolished,  pay  the  farmer  for  every  pound  of  his 
produce,  and  let  the  merchant  regulate  his  prices  accordingly  ? — I would  like  it  very  much. 

12285.  You  would  not  allow  buyers  to  weigh  at  their  own  stores  ? — I would  not. 

12286.  Do  you  consider  the  public  scales  and  the  sworn  weighmaster  the  fairest  test  ? — 
Decidedly.  _ 

12287-  Would  you  recommend  that  empty  sacks  and  firkins  should  always  bo  weighed, 
and  the  actual  weight  deducted  ? — Certainly. 

Mr.  George  Hams  examined. 

12288.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Within  two  miles  of  the  town. 

12289.  Are  you  a farmer  ? — I am. 

1 2290.  Do  you  conceive  the  market  here  well  conducted  ? — It  is  like  other  markets,  and 
I think  all  the  markets  would  be  the  better  for  regulations. 

12291-  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  of  fraudsin  private  stores? — I have  heard  of  them; 
but  the  people  are  always  complaining. 

12292.  Are  there  no  grounds  for  the  complaints? — I do  not  say  that  there  may  not  he. 

12293.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  every  thing  sold  and  weighed  in  the  public 
market,  at  a reasonable  charge  ? — Indeed  I would. 

12294-  You  would  not  object  to  be  obliged  to  go  into  such  a market? — I think  if  every 
thing  were  done  by  fair  weighmasters,  every  one  should  be  obliged  to  go  there. 

12295.  Would  you  have  the  farmer  paid  for  every  pound  of  his  produce,  except  the 
actual  weight  of  the  firkin  or  sack? — I would. 

12296-  Would  you  have  all  produce  weighed  standing  beam,  to  the  pound? — Standing 
beam  would  do  when  the  buyer  and  seller  would  understand  it.  I may  mention  that  I 
detected  unfair  weighing  in  Newry  ; I changed  butter  from  one  scale  to  the  other,  and 
found  that  the  beam  was  unfair,  and  I think  it  was  taking  four  pounds  to  the  firkin  off,  in 
addition  to  the  five  pounds  which  are  allowed.  I weigh  at  home  myself,  but  very  few  can 
do  that.  There  are  some  poor  people  selling  butter  who  hardly  know  what  tare  is  taken 
off  the  firkin. 

12297.  Would  it  not  he  a good  plan  to  have  all  the  buyers  aud  sellers  meet  in  the  market 
at  a certain  hour,  let  a bell  be  rung,  and  the  market  begin  ? — I think  it  would  be  the  best 
tiling.  I know,  from  good  authority,  that  there  is*a  great  deal  of  unfair  play  as  regards  the 
fresh  butter  which  is  sold  here ; 1 think  many  who  are  in  the  habit  of  dealing  in  fresh 
butter,  make  a great  profit  in  a cheating  way.  There  is  no  greater  evil  here  than  that 
regarding  the  fresh  butter. 

Mr.  John  Boyd  examined. 

12298.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Castleblayney. 

12299.  Are  you  a farmer  ? — No ; an  innkeeper. 

12300.  Do  you  think  there  are  many  frauds  here  in  the  markets? — There  are;  we  cannot 
expect  justice  where  the  buyers  generally  are  their  own  weighmasters,  and  their  own 
inspectors. 

12301.  Have  you" seen  any  frauds  ? — I have  often  seen  four  pounds  taken  off  the  firkin, 
in  addition  to  the  five  pounds.  If  butter  is  taken  out  of  the  firkin,  it  is  crossed  as  second 
quality. 

1 2302.  Are  there  any  honest  buyers  in  the  town  ? — 1 cannot  say  as  to  that,  but  I wish 
there  were. 

12303.  Butter-buying  must  be  a good  trade  here  ? — They  are  all  getting  rich  upon  it. 

Mr.  Henry  Leech  examined. 

12304.  Where  do  you  live? — Two  miles  out  of  Castleblayney. 

1 2305.  Are  you  a farmer  ? — I am. 

12306.  Do  you  sell  in  this  market  ? — I do. 

12307-  Do  you  think  it  is  as  bad  as  people  say? — I think  it  is  just  as  bad.  I know  a 
■ person  who  sold,  yesterday,  two  pounds  down  weight  of  butter,  and  he  would  only  be  paid 
for  one  pound  and  three-quarters. 

12308.  Would  you  approve  of  proper,  well-arranged  public  markets,  with  sworn  weigh- 
masters and  inspectors  ? — I would. 

1 2309.  Would  you  object  to  pay  a small  charge  to  support  such  a market  ? — I would  not, 
for  I think  1 would  make  by  it ; any  remedy  would  be  better  than  the  way  we  are  handled 
here. 
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Henry  M‘ Mahon,  esq*,  examined. 

12310.  Do  yog  reside  inCastteblayney?— Yes;  I am  manager  of  the  Belfast  Bank,  here* 
i eople  nave  constantly  came  into  me  with  complaints  of  frauds  in  weighing  here  and 
requested  me  to  interfere.  b 

1231 1.  Of  course  all  these  frauds  are  to  the  injury  of  the  honest  buyer  aswell  as  thefarmer? 
— Certainly  they  are. 

. ^ ^ ^1C  P“ces  musf  bo  nominally  high  here  ? — They  sometimes  go  as  high  as  Newrv  • 

i i ailtS  kuy  bcre  > ™ blct  aP  the  buyers  here,  expect  one,  are  strangers. 

12313.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  proper  well-arranged  public  markets  every- 
wnere  ( — I would,  and  have  no  buying  in  private  stores  at  all. 

12314.  Would  you  have  a moderate  charge,  just  sufficient  to  support  the  market  ?_ 
Yes;  1 think  :t  wo"lcl  be.  doing  a great  service  to  the  farmers;  the  small  charges  they 
now  d IiaV<3  wei8'hing  would  be  a mere  cypher  compared  with  what  they  lose 

12315.  Would  it  not  bo  a great  benefit  to  the  honest  trader  as  well  ?— It  would  ; I am 
sure  it  would  increase  the  market. 

12;31G0  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the 
country  r — Decidedly. 

12317.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  decimal  system?— Yes;  it  would  be  very  simple. 
1 .To  oee«r  e decima*  system  tried  in  America,  and  it  is  found  to  work  very  well 

12318.  Would  you  abolish  all  deductions  ?— Decidedly. 

12319.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  all  fairs  removed  out  of  the  streets  into  enclosed 
fair-greens  ? — I would. 

12320  And  have  a small  charge  paid  on  entering  ?— Yes.  Cattle  are  frequently  sold 
here  before  they  go  into  the  fan-,  to  avoid  the  charge ; whereas,  if  they  went  into  the  cow-field 
they  would  get  better  prices. 

J2221-  Do  you  think  the  market  badly  conducted  at  present  ? — Very  much  so. 

12322.  Is  this  a large  fowl  market  ?— It  is.  I would  say  some  days  £2,000  worth  of 
towl  and  eggs  are  bought  here,  which  are  all  shipped  to  Liverpool.  In  the  fowl  market 
t lere  is  a great  deal  of  forestalling ; people  go  out  and  meet  farmers  coming  in,  buy  the 
lowl,  and  sell  them  at  a higher  price. 


Mr.  Patrick  Branigan  examined. 

12323.  Where  do  you  reside  ?— In  Castleblayney. 

12  i 24.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I am  a corn  dealer,  and  I am  employed  to  stand  at  the 
crane  m the  general  market  on  Wednesday.  J 6 

12325.  If  you  buy  on  Wednesday,  do  you  weigh  what  you  have  bought  yourself  ?— Yes  • 
but  the  man  who  sells  stands  by  and  sees  the  weights.  " ’ 

1232C.  What  do  you  charge?— One  penny  for  every  draught. 

12327.  Do  you  keep  a book? — No. 

12328.  Do  you  give  a ticket? — I do. 

weigh  any^now-6  ^ y°U  weig]l MeaI  an(1  potatoes;  I used  to  weigh  oats,  but  I do  not 
12330.  Do  you  buy  at  the  same  time  ?— Sometimes. 

“k  tha$.  a P61;80'1  employed  in  the  market,  ought  not  to  be  a 
pui  chaser  ?— 1 think  that  is  according  to  his  conscience.  If  he  is  an  honest  man,  I see  no 
reason  lor  any  objection.  ’ u 

S°eS  n°‘  ■giTe  riso  t0  imputations  ’—Certainly  ; I do  not  deny  that. 

.f't.,.-  any  parties  complain  of  your  system  of  weighing  ?— Not  to  myself. 
bnnSJJ  i!  -S  18y8tT.  of  ^e^ing  ?— I weigh  meal  to  the  pound,  it1  there  were  five 

ZutZX  scales  ^ t0"Ch  “,e  *"“d-  1 *»  P«* 

12335.  Do  you  buy  meal? — Very  seldom. 

3f36;  Do  y°n  ev.e1' hear  complaints  regarding  butter  weighing?— I do,  indeed,  very 
A m tins  morning  and  weighed  some  firkins  with  me,  and  whenhe  went 

mo™  thon^hi16  b,“y f “ie  weigllt'  “Ittcuglt  I could  swear  I allowed 

wouHkllo  « actual  weight.  The  weight  was  eighty-seven  pounds,  taro  and  all,  which 
m w1  ,soller  f°  be  5Md  for  ‘he  ful1  weight,  but'the  buyer  required  two  pounds  more 
inoSl7  to-*  n T f bB  J1!  ?f  a ptepetly-arranged  pubKo  market  ? — I would  be  well 

"„“ld*°, rt’  b"‘  1 rathor  let  the  system  of  weights  remain  as  it  is ; it  is  tetter  to 
leave  it  as  the  custom  of  the  country  is. 


12338. 
12339. 
12340. 
market ; 

12341 
would  be 
12342. 
Would  be 


Mr.  James  Martin  examined. 

Do  you  reside  here  ? — I do. 

Are  you  a buyer  ? — I am. 

Would  you  object  to  buy  in  a public  market  ?_I  would  prefer  buying  by  such  a 
and  I would  prefer  the  decimal  system  to  any  other.  3 3 

You  do  not  conceive  such  a market  would  be  a restriction  on  trade  ?— Ko  ■ it 
better  tor  buyer  and  seller.  5 

thSrw“^e:  *■“ &r  evcrypou°a  of  Ms  produoe?-1  * 

3 u 
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12343.  Deducting  the  actual  weight  of  the  empty  sack  or  firkin,  aud  nothing  more? 

EX12344  Would  you  havo  all  the  officers  in  the  market  sworn  ?— I would. 

12345.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a good  plan  to  have  the  markets  commonco  at  a fixed 
hour  by  ring  of  hell  ? — I do,  decidedly. 

Mr.  Francis  Boyle  examined. 

12346.  Where  do  you  live?— In  Castleblayney. 

12347.  What  is  your  occupation?— I buy  fowl. 

12348.  Havo  vou  any  observation  to  make  ? — I think  we  are  robbed  by  people  going  out 
upon  the  roads  and  bringing,  in  all  the  stolen  fowl  of  the  country,  and  when  wo  buy  them 
they  are  taken  out  of  our  crates,  although  we  are  not  accountable  for  them  at  all. 

12349.  Would  you  have  a proper  fowl  market  established,  and  oblige  all  persons  to  buy 
and  sell  there  ?—I  would.  * 

12350.  You  would  not  allow  it  to  begin  until  a regular  hour  ? — Certainly  not. 

12351.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  worth  paying  a small  charge  to  obtain  such  a market  ?— 
I think  so  ; besides  a stranger,  coming  to  a strange  place,  has  no  chance;  for  the  people 
living  here  have  three  or  four  buyers  who  go  out  a mile  or  two  upon  the  roads,  and  bring 
in  all  the  fowl. 
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